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New-York  Conference— Nathan  Bangs,  Phineaa  Rice,  Fitch 
Reed,  Peter  F.  Sandford,  Mairin  Richardson,  Samuel  Luckey,  Nicho- 
las White,  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  Daniel  Ostrander,  Joseph  Holdich. 

New-Enoland  Conference — Jotham  Horton,  Joseph  A.  Menill, 
Orange  Scptt,  Phineas  Crandall,  Frederick  Upham,  £.  W.  Stickney, 
A.  D.  Merrill. 

Maine  Conference — Ezekiel  Robinson,  Moses  Hill,  William  C. 
Lairabee,  Daniel  B.  Randall,  R.  C.  Bailey. 

Nsw-Hampshire  Conference — Jas.  Templeton,  Schuyler  Cham- 
beiiaiD,  John  F.  Adams,  C.  D.  Cahoon,  Elihu  J.  Scott,  Jared  Perkins. 

Trot  Conference — Tobias  Spicer,  Noah  Levings,  Charles  Sher- 
nan,  J.  B.  HoughtaliRg,  Sherman  Minor,  Tmman  Seymour. 

Pittsburg  CoNFERENcs-^Charles  Cook,  Thomas  M.  Hudson,  Ro* 
bert  Hopkins,  James  G.  Sansom,  Geo.  S.  Holmes. . 

Erie  Conference — Billings  O.  Plimpton,  Hiram  Kingsky,  John 
Chandler,  David  Preston,  John  C.  Ayres. 

B1.ACK  River  Conference — George  Gaiy,  £.  Baker,  S.  Chase, 
John  Dempster. 

Oneida  Conference — George  Harmon,  Elias  Bowen,  George 
Peck,  Zechariah  Paddock,  Joseph  Castle,  D.  A.  Shepherd. 

Michigan  Conference — ^Adam  Poe,  Henry  C<^claxer,  John  H. 
Power,  Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  James  M'Mahan. 

Genesee  CoNFERENCE-*Asa  Abell,  Glezin  Filmore,  A.  N.  Filmore, 
John  Parker,  Jonas  Dodge,  Manley  Tooker. 

Ohio  Conference — William  H.  Raper,  William  B.  Christie,  Jacob 
Younff,  Samuel  Hamilton,  George  W.  Walker,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline, 
John  F.  Wright,  Robert  O.  Spencer.  « 

Missouri  CoNFERENCE-^Andrew  Monroe,  Jesse  Green,  Thomas 
Johnson.  . 

Illinois  Conference — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  Samnel  H. 
Thompson,  Hooper  Crews,  John  Clark,  John  T.  Mitchell. 

Kentucky  Conference — ^Joseph's.  Tomlinson,  Henry B.Basoom, 
T.  Stamper,  Thomas  N.  Ralston,  Geo.  W.  Taylor. 
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Induna  Conference — Allen  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,  Calvin  W.  Ruter, 
Augostus  Eddy,  Aaron  Wood. 

HoLSTON  Conference — S.  Patton,  E.  F.  Sevier,  T.  K.  Catlett. 

Tennessee  Conference — Robert  Paine,  Fountain  E.  Pitts,  John 
B.  M'Ferrin,  A.  F.  DriskUl,  S,  S.  Moody. 

Arkansas  Conference — John  Harrell,  John  C.  Parker. 

Mississippi  Conference — ^John  M.  Holland,.  William  Win&ns,  B. 
M.  Drake. 

*  Alabama  Conference — Wm.  Murrah,  Eugene  V.  Levert,  Elisha 
Callaway. 

Georgia  Conference— Samuel  K.  Hodges,  L6vick  Pierce,  Wm. 
J.  Parks,  Ignatius  A.  Few,  Elijah  Sinclair,  George  F.  Pierce. 

South  Carolina  Conference — William  Capers,  Charles  Beits, 
William  M.  Wightman,  Bond  English,  Hartwell  Spain. 

North  Carolina  Conference — Hezekiah  G.  Leigh,  M.  Brock, 
James  Jamieson. 

Virginia  CoNFERENCE-^-Thomas  Crowder,  John  Earlyi  WiUian 
A.  Smith. 

Baltimore  Conference — Samuel  Brison,  John  A.  Collins,  John 
Miller,  Stephen  G.  Roszel,  Henry  Slicer,  Nerval  Wilson,  Edwin 
DoTB^y,  John  A.  Gere. 

Philadelphia  Conference — Solomon  Higgins,  Matthew  Sorin, 
Henry  White,  Levi  Scott,  Joseph  Lybrand. 

New-Jersey  Conference — Charles  Pitman,  Richard  W.  Pether- 
bridge,  Manning  Force,  Isaac  Winner,  John  S^  Porter. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1840. 


At  a  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference 
Church,  held  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  commencing  on  °****" 
Friday,  May  1,  1840,  the  Rev.  Robert  R.  Roberts, 
Elijah  Hedding,  James  O.  Andrew,  Beverly  Wangh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris,  Bi8hop9  of  said  church,  being  present, 
Bishop  Roberts  opened  the  Conference  by  reading  a  por- 
tion of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  After  singing,  prayer  was 
offered  by  Bishop  Hedding. 

The  Assistant  Secretary  of  the  last  General  Conference, 
Thomas  B.  Sargent,  was  requested  by  the  President  .to 
call  the  list  of  the  delegates  present,  which  was  done,  and 
the  following  brethren  presented  the  necessary  vouohers 
of  their  election^  and  took  their  seats,  namely : — 

1.  NEW-YORK  CONFEBENCE. 

Nathan  Bangs,  Samuel  Luekey,  Deiegmtei  i 

Phineas  Rice,  Nicholas  White,  ••"*• 

fitch  Reed,  C.  W.  Carpenter,       f^ 

Peter  P.  Sandford,  Daniel  Ostirander, 

Marvin  Richardson,  Jos.  Holdich* 

2.  NEW-ENGLAND  CONFERENCE. 
Jotham  Horton,  Phineas  Crandall, 

Jos.  A.  Merrill,  Frederic  Upham, 

Orange  Scott,  E.  W.  Stickney, 

A.  D.  Merrill. 

3.  MAINE  conference! 
Ezra  Robinson,  W.  C.  Larrabee, 

Moses  Hill,  D.  B.  Randall, 

B.  Jones. 

4.  NEW-HAMPSHIRE  CONFEBENCE. 
James  Templeton,  Charles  D.  Gaboon, 

S.  Chamberlain,  Elihu  Scott, 

John  F.  Adams,  Jared  Perkins. 

5.  TROY  CONFERENCE. 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  B.  Houghtaling, 

Noah  Levings,  S.  Minor, 

C.  Sherman,.  Truman  Seymonn 
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JJjJjptw  pre-  6.  PITTSBURG  CONFERENCE, 

C.  Cook,  Robert  Hopkins, 

T.  M.  Hudson,  J.  G.  Sanson, 

George  S.  Holmes. 

7.  l^BEB  CONlfEBENCE 

B.  O.  Plimpton,  John  Chandler, 

H.  Kitfgsley,  David  Preston, 

John  C.  Ayers. 

8.  BLACK  RIVER  CONFERENCE. 

.George  Gary,      ^  S.  Chase, 

G.  Baker,  John  Dempster. 

9.  ONEIDA  CONFERENCE. 

V       George  Harman,  George  Peck, 

-^  Elias  Bowen,  Z.  Paddock, 

D.  A.  Shepherd. 

10.  MICHIGAN  CONFERENCE. 

A.  Poe,  John  H.  Power, 

Henry  Colclazer,  E.  H.  Pilcher. 

II.  GENESEE  CONFERENCE. 
Asa  Abel,  ^  J.  Parker, 

G.  FiUnore,  '  Jonas  .Dodge, 

A.  N.  Filmore,  M.  Tooker. 

12.  OHIO  CONFERENCE. 
W.  H.  Raper,  S.  Hamilton, 

W.  B.  Christie,  L.  L.  Hamline, 

Jacob  Young,  J.  F.  Wright, 

R.  O.  Spencer. 

13,  MISSOURI  CONFERENCE. 
Andrew  Munroe,  Thomas  Johnson. 

14.  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE, 

P.  Akers,  H.  Crews, 

P.  Cartwright,  John  Clark, 

S.  H.  Thompson,  J.  T.  Mitchell. 

15.  KENTUCKY  CONFERENCE. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson,  J.  Stamper, 

H.  B.  Bascom,  Thomas  N.  Ralston, 

George  W.  Taylor. 

16.  INDIANA  CONFERENCE. 

A.  Wiley,  C.  W.  Ruter, 

E.  R.  Ames,  A,  Eddy, 

A.  Wood. 
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17.  HOLSTON  CONFERENCE.  ^SS!"***  ^ 

S.  PattOA. 

18.  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE. 

Robert  Paine,  "  John  B.  M'Ferrin, 

F.  E.  Pitts,  A.  F.  Driskill, 

S.  S.  Moody. 

19.  ARKANSAS  CONFERENCE. 
John  Harre^,  John  C.  Parker. 

20.  MISSISSIPPI  CONFERENCE. 
Wm.  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake. 

21.  ALABAMA  CONFERENCE. 

William  Mnrrah,  E.  V.  Levert,  t» 

E.Callaway.  ,.    •  ^ 

22.  GEORQIA  CONFERENCE. 

S.  K.  Hodges,  L.  Pierce, 

W.J.  Parks. 

23.  SOUTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE. 

Charles  Belts,  Bond  English, 

Wm.  M.  Wightman,  Hugh  A.  C  Walker. 

24.  NORTH  CAROLINA  CONFERENCE. 
Moses  Brock,  J.  Jainieson. 

25.  VIRGINIA  CONFERENCE. 

Thomas  Czowder,  Johil  Early, 

Wm.  A.  Smith. 

26.  BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE. 

Samnel  Briaon,  S.  G.  Roszel, 

John  A.  Collins,  H.  Slicer, 

John  Miller,  N.  WiUson, 

J.  A.  Gere. 

27.  PIJILADELPHU  CONFERENCE. 
Sol.  Higgins,  H.  White, 

Matthew  S(»:in,  Levi  Scott,  * 

Joseph  Lybrand 

28.  NEWJERSEY  CONFERENCE. 
C.  Pitman,  Manning  Force, 

R.  W.  Petheihridge,  Isaac  Winner, 

John  S.  Porter. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  organize.  John  A. 
Collins  was  appointed  Secretary,  James  B.  Houghtaling 
and  Thomas  B.Sargent  were  chosen  Assistant  Secretaries. 

Bishop  Roberts  introduced  to  the  Conference  oar  be- 
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Delegates  finm 
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nada    CatxHST- 
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Motion  to  re- 
consider ninth 
rule,  lost 


Motion  for  a 
rule  requiring 
yeas  and  nays, 
when  one- 
third  require 
it. 

Laid  on  table. 

Bules  entire 
adopted. 


loved  brethren,  the  Rev.  Robert  Newton,  representative 
of  the  British  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference,  the  Rev. 
Joseph  Stinson,  President  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Conference,  Upper  Canada,  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  represen- 
tative from  Canada  Conference,  and  Joseph  Sowter,  Esq., 
of  Castle  Donington,  travelling  companion  of  Rev.  Robert 
Newton,  each  of  whom  addressed  the  Conference.    • 

John  Early  moved  that  the  rules  of  order  for  the  last 
General  Conference  be  adopted  for  the  government  of 
this  Conference.  The  rules  were  then  read  and  taken 
up  in  consecutive  order.  The  first  and  second  rules 
were  adopted,  as  -were  also  the  first,  second,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  and  sixth  articles  in  the  order  of  business  under  the 
second  rule.  The  seventh  article  was  amended  on  motion 
of  William  A.  Smith  by  appending  the  words  thereto,  "  or 
a  substitute,"  so  as  to  read .  thus :  "  No  new  motion  or 
resolution  shall  be  made  until  the  one  under  consideration 
is  disposed  of,  which  may  be  done  by  adoption  or  rejection, 
unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should  intervene, 
which  motion  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  placed,  viz.,  indefinite  postponement,  lying  on 
the  table,  reference  to  a  committee,  postponement  to  a 
given  time,  amendment,  or  a  substitute ;"  and  thus 
amended,  the  article  was  adopted.  The  eighth,  ninth, 
tenth,  eleventh,  and  twelfth  articles  were  adopted.  The 
thirteenth,  on  motion  of  Wm.  A.  Smith,  was  stricken  out. 
The  remaining  articles  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 

A  motion  by  G.  Filmore  to  reconsider  the  ninth  article 
in  the  order  of  business  was  lost. 

Henry  Slicer  and  John  Early  ofiTered  a  tesolution  to 
add  the  following  to  the  rules  of  Conference  :  "  When- 
ever one-third  of  the  members  present  shall  demand  that 
the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays^  the  question 
shall  be  so  taken,  and  the  result  recorded."  On  motion 
of  W.  B.  Christie,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Conference  then,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  adopted 
the  rules  entire,  which  read  as  follows  : — 

I.  The  Conferences  hall  meet  at  half-past  eight  o'clock, 
A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock,  p.  m.,  but 
may  alter  the  times  of  meetmg  and  adjournment  at  their 
discretion. 

II.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the 
hour  to  which  the  Conference  stood  adjourned,  and 
cause  the  same  to  be  opened  by  readii\g  the  Scriptures, 
singing,  and  prayer ;  And,  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum, 
shall  have  the  journals  of  the  preceding  day  read  and 
approved,  when  the  business  of  the  Conference  shall 
psoceed  in  the  following  order,  namely : — 

1st.  Reports,  first  of  the  standing,  and  then  of  the  select 
committees. 
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2d.  PetitiofDS,  raemorials,  and  appeals. 

III.  The  President  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order, 
subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  Conference ;  but  in  case  of 
such  appeal,'  the  question  shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

IV.  He  shall  appoint  all  committees  not  otherwise 
specially  ordered  by  the  Conference,  but  any  member  may 
decline  serving  on  more  than  one  committee  at  the  same 
time. 

V.  All  motions  or  resolutions  introduced  by  any  mem- 
ber shall  be  reduced  to  .writing,  if  the  President,  Secre- 
tary, or  any  two  members,  request  it. 

YI.  When  a  motion  or  resolution  is  made  and  seconded, 
cr  a  report  presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary,  or 
slated  by  the  President,  it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession 
of  the  Conference,  but  any  motion  or  resolution  may  be 
wnhdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any  time  before  de9ision  pr 
amendment. 

VII.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  made  tintil 
the  tne  under  consideration  is  disposed  of;  which  may 
be  done  by  adoption  or  rejection,  unless  one  of  the  follow- 
ing motions  should  intervene,  which  motions  shall  have 
precedence  in  the  order  in  which  th^  are  placed,* 
namely:  Indefinite  postponement,  lying  on  the  taUe, 
reference  to  a  committee,  postponement  to  a  given  time, 
amendment,  or  a  substitute. 

VIII.  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  when  speaking, 
except  bj  the  President,  to  call  him  ta  order  when  he 
departs  from  the  question,  uses  personalities  or  disre- 
spectful  laagnage ;  but  any*  member  may  call  the  attention 
of  the  President  to  the  subject  when  he  deems  a  speaker 
out  of  order.  And  any  member  may  explain,  if  he  thinks 
himself  misrepresented. 

IX.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debatCi  or  to 
deliver  any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  from 
bis  seat  and  respectfully  address  himself  to  the  Presi- 
dent. 

X.  No  person  shall  speA  more  than  twice  on  the  same 
question — ^nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time, 
without  leave  of  the  Conference — ^nor  shall  any  person 
speak  more  than  once  until  every  member  choosing  to 
speak  shall  have  spoken. 

XI.  When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  have  passed, 
it  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted  in  the 
majority  to  move  for  a  reconsideration. 

XII.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  firom  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Conference  without  leave,  unless  he  be  sick, 
or  unable  to  attend. 

XIII.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  rote  on  any 
question  who  is  not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  when  such 
question  is  pvt  by  the  President,  except  by  leave  of  the 
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*«Sncef  ^^*"  ^oJ^fw^ocej  ^\keti  sack  member  has  bejon  necessftnly 
«b8ent. 

XIV.  Eyeiy  member  who  shall  be  within  the  bar  «( 
the  time  the  question  is  put  shall  give  his  vote;  unlees 
the  Conference,  for  special  reasons^  excuse  him. 

XV.  No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  any  rule  of 
'Discipline  shall  be  adopted,  until  it  shall  have  been 'at 

least  one  day  in  the  possession  of  the  Conference. 

XVI.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  alwajrs  be  in  order,  and 
shall  be  decided  without  debate. 

Bar  fixed.  On  motion  of  Dr.  Luckey,  the  bar  of  the  C<m£ereAce  ^ 

was  fixed. 

Motion  for  af-       On  motion  of  Dr.  Bansra,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  tke 
■ion.  Ccmference  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at 

^  three  o'clock. 

^5S^  to^      ^^  motion  by  Dr.  Bangs,  the  following  resolution  was  j 

'    Confer-  adopted :    "  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agent,  the   Rev.  [ 

Thomas  Mason,  be  requested  to  attend  the  sittings  o/  this 
Conference,  and  that  he  have  the  privilege  of  giving  his 
crimen  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  Book  Concera*^ 
To  employ  a  Dr.  Bangs  ofiered  the  following  resolution :  "  Reiolved^ 

reporter.         -That  this  Conference  employ  a  reporter,  for  the  purpose 
'      of  taking  down  the  proceedings  for  publication  in  the 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and  the  papers  pabtished  9 

under  the  direction  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  (^urch."  < 

Uidontbe  Qq  motion  laid  on  the  table  till  the  afternoon  session. 

Resoiation    to      ^ohxi  Early  presented  a  series  of  resolutioss  for  the 
gpoint  rtjftdr  appointment  of  various  committees,  which  were  read 
tele.  ^        through.    The  first  resolution  of  the  series  was  then  read, 
and  while  it  was  under  discussion  the  Conference  adjourned 
to  meet  this  afternoon  at  three  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  1,  1840. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Hed- 
ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
of  Sie  Hdy  Scriptmres,  singing,  and  prayer  by  Brodier  - 

Ostrander. 
To       appoint      A  motion  was  made  by  Norvel  Wilson  to  raise  a  codh 
vM^^^ttri^  mittee  to  superintend  Uie  appointmento  for  preaching 
Son^'^w^e.      during  the  session  of  the  Conference. 

Moved  by  H.  Slicer  to  amend  by  making  the  presiding 
elder  of  Baltimore  District  and  the  preachers  in  charge 
in  Baltimore  said  committee.  Carried,  and  the  resdntion 
thas  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  by  John  a  Gere  it  was  resolved,  That  the 

presiding  elder  be  requested  to  attend  the  meetings  of 

Dr.  Banga*  mo-  said  committee  to  aid  in  arranging  the  appointments. 

tton^or^em.       jj^^  resolution  of  Dr.   Bangs,  laid  on  the  table  till 

porter.  the  litemoou  sessioa^  was  taken  up  and  amended  by  the 
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ttorer  by  appending  the  wor^,  **  and  that  ihe  expense  >^  ^ 
dierefor  be  paid  by  the  Book  Agents."  A  diTision  of  the  ^ojfoi  « 
qoestion  was  then  called  for,  and,  being  taken  on  the  first 
^nch  of  the  resolution,  it  was  adopted.  After  some  £»- 
cussion  on  (he  second  branch,  it  was  also  adopted,  atid 
the Tesdntion  as  finally  passed  reads  as  follows:  ^'Re- 
solred,  That  the  Conference  employ  a  reporter  to  the 

Srpose  of  taking  down  the  proceedings  for  the  Christian 
Ivocate  and  Jonmal  and  other  papers  pnblished  under 
ike  direction  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  that  the  expense 
therefor  be  paid  by  the  Book  Agents." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved,  '^  Tliat  ^e 
Secretaries  be  a  committee^  carry  the  above  resolutioa 
into  effect" 

The  Conference  then,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the  cou'-  j.  Baii7*f    n. 
sideration  of  the  resolutions  submitted  by  John   Early.    ■*^^'giJSS 
The  first  resolution  was  read  and  adopted,  in  the  f<^low*    ^mmitteM 
ing  words :  "  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed, 
to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to 
be  called  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  relating  to  the  Superintendents.** 

A  motion  was  made  by  John  Early,  that  the  delegation 
from  each  Annual  Conference  appoint  its  member  of  said 
committee.  At  the  suggestion  of  D.  Ostrander  the  mover 
substituted  the  word  "  nominate  *'  for  "  appoint."  A  motion 
#as  then  made  to  strike  out  the  word  "nominate"  and 
insert  "  appoint,"  which,  after  discussion,  prevailed,  and  in 
this  form  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  resolution  was  read.  On  motion  the  Uaoik 
was  filled  with  the  words,  **  one  member  iVom  each  An- 
nual Conference."  It  was  also  on  motion  resolved, ''  That 
each  delegation  appoint  its  member  of  the  committee." 
Tlie  resolution  was  then  adopted^  and  reads  as  follows: 
''  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of 
one  membe;  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  called  a 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all 
matters  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  Annual  Conferences." 

The  third  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.  On  rao- 
tkm  the  blank  was  filled  with  the  following  words :  "  one 
member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  respective  delegations."  The  resolution  as  adopted 
reads  as  follows :  ^  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  Sf^* 
pointed,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  Annual  Con* 
Ibrence,  to  be  appointed  by  the  respective  delegations,  to 
be  called  a  Committee  on  ihe  itinerancy,  to  whom  sh^ 
be  referred  all  fhe  acts  of  the  several  Anntial  Confer- 
ences." 

The  fourth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.     Ordered 
that  the  blank  be  filled  with  "  nine."   Resolution  reads  as  4.  Book    Cob- 
foUows :  ^  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  con-    *"^ 


12 


Jpwnai  if  Chfmai  Cm^mee^  1840. 


f .  Miidont. 


y.  Reiiaal,  ^bc. 


9.  Tempereaoe. 


Her.  M.  Richer 
Introdnced. 

E.  Doraoy  pro* 
MnUhiscerti- 
flcAte. 


brBthr 
rein  invited  to 
■it  with  C<»- 
fBTence. 


«utiiigof  nine  membeiB,  to  be  called  a  Committee  oiir the 
Sbok  Concero." 

The  fiflh  resolution  was  read  and  adopted,  and  reads  as 
follows :  **  Resolved,  That  a  comEiittee  be  appointed,  to 
be  called  a  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  shall  be  re* 
ferred  all  matters  relating  to  the  missionary  enterprise/' 
Olrdered  that  the  committee  consist  of  seven. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted.  Ordered 
that  the  blank  in  said  resolution  be  filled  with  "  nine.^ 
Resolution  as  adopted  reads  thus :  ^'  Resolved,  That  a 
committee  be  appointed^  consisting  of  nine  members,  to 
be  called  a  Committee  of  Education,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  matters  relating  to  schools  and  colleges.'^ 

The  seventh  resolution  wa^ead  and  adopted.  Ordered 
that  the  blank.in  said  resolution  be  filled  with  "  seven." 
Resolution  as  passed  is  in  the  following  words;  ''Re- 
solved, That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  seven 
members,  to  be  called  a  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Un- 
finished Business,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  consider 
and  report  all  matters  that  may  be  referred  to  them." 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read.  Moved  by  D.  Ostran? 
der  to  amend  the  same,  adding  the  following :  "  and  the 
amount  of  moneys  collected  and  sent  up  to  meet  that  ob- 
ject." Accepted  by  the  mover,  and  the  resolution  adopted 
in  the  following  words;  "  Resolved,  That  a  coomiittee  be 
appointed  whose  business  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
penses of  delegates  to  this  Conference,  and  report  the  best 
means  of  defraying  them,  and  the  amount  of  moneys  col- 
lected and  sent  up  to  meet  that  object."  Ordered  that  the 
committee  consist  of  three. 

The  ninth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted,  and  reads 
as  follows :  <*  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  on  Temper* 
ance  be  appointed,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters 
relating  to  that  subject,  to  consider,  and  report  them." 
Ordered  that  the  committee  consist  of  five. 

.Bishop  Hedding  introduced  to  the  Confierehoe  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Richey,  member  of  the  Canada  Conference. 

Edward  Dorsey,  delegate  from  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence, appeared,  presented  his  certificate  of  election  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  William  Winans,  it  was  resolved  unani- 
mously, ''  That  the  brethren  from  the  Wesleyan  connec- 
tion in  England  and  Canada  are  invited  to  take  seats  in 
this  Conference,  and  express  their  views  as  they  may  see 
proper  on  any  subject  before  said  Conference." 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  jto-morrow 
morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  2. 

Conference  met  according  to  adjoomment,  and  was 
opened  with  reading  a  portion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
singing,  and  prayer  by  Dr.  Pierce* 

Bishop  Andrew  introduced  to  the  Conference  Rev.  Mr.   ^^^JJ^^T*^ 
Howard,  chairman  of  the  Lower  Canada  District,  Canada 
Conference,  who  briefly  addressed  the  Conference. 

The  following  committees,  provided  for  by  previous  re 
resolutions,  were  annolmced^^  namely : — 


Names  of  Gom- 
mitteet  report- 
ed. 


1.  ON  THE 


Daniel  Ostraoder, 
J.  A  MerrUl, 
E.  Robinson,     ^ 
C.  D.  Cahoon, 
N.  Levings,    • 
C.  Cook, 
B.  O.  Plimpton, 
6.  Baker, 
Z.  Paddock, 
James  M*Mahan, 
6.  Filmore, 
J.  Young, 
A.  Munroe, 
S.  H.  Thompson, 


EPISCOPACY. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson, 

A.  ^iley, 

T.  K.  Catlett, 
R.  Paine, 
J.  Harrell, 

B.  M.  Drake, 
W.  Murrah, 
L.  Pierce, 
W.  Capers, 
J.  Jamieson, 
J.  Early, 

S.  G.  Roszel, 
J.  Lybrahd, 

C.  Pitman. 


Xpiecopec7> 


2.  ON  ITINERANCY. 


J.  Holdich, 
J.  Horton, 
M.  Hill, 
J.  Perkins,    . 

5.  Minor, 

6.  S.  Holmes, 
John  Chandler, 
G.  Gary, 

£.  Bowen,  . 
H.  Colclazer, 
M.  Tooker, 
S.  Hamilton, 
T.  Johnson, 
P.  Akers, 


J.  Stamper, 
C.  W.  Rotor, 

E.  F.  Sevier, 

F.  E.  !Pitta, 
J.  Harrell; 
W.  Winans, 
£.  Calloway, 
W.  J.  Parks, 
C.  Betts, 
H.f  J.  Leigh, 
W.  A.  Smith, 
N.  WUlson, 
H.  White, 

I.  Winner. 


J.  ON  BOUNDARIES. 

P.  Rice,  T.  M.  Hudson, 

P.  Crandall,     '  H.  Kiagsley, 

B.  Jones,  S.  Chase, 

S.  Chamberlia,  G.  Pook, 

T.  Seymour,  A.  Poe, 
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A.  Abel, 

W.  B.  ChriatiiO, 

J.  Green, 

P.  Cartwrigbt, 

G.  W,  Taylor, 

A.  Wood, 

S.  Patten, 

J.  B.  MTerrin, 

J.  0.  Parker, 


J.  M.  Holland, 
E.  V.  Levert, 
S.  K.  Hodges, 
H.  Spain, 
M.  Brock, 
T.  Crowder, 
H.  Sheer, 
L.  Scott, 
M.  Force. 


Petitions,  *c, 
called  for. 


ttenorialofU- 
beiia  Confer- 
eoce. 

Befened  to 
Committee  on 
Bpiacopecy. 

B.SUcei'e  mo. 
Jiottoreedpe- 


PetttioA  fton 
N.  Tcnk  on 
temperance. 


Patition  ftvn 
N.  Torie  on 
alsrery. 

Standing  Com- 
mittee on  Sl»- 


n.  Toik  peti- 
tion,  referred. 

Memorial  on 
aUtery  from 
Springfield, 

Patitiott  on  alar 
terjttom  Fall 
liver. 


PetMon  fttNtt 
FkllRtrer^for 
moderate  epia- 


.  Htm-] 


In  conformity  with  the  rule,  the  President  called  for 
petitions,  memorials,  &c.  The  Conferences  were  called 
in  order  from  New-York  Conference. 

Dr.  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Liberia  Con* 
ference  in  Africa,  praying  the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  to 
have  special  superintendence  over  that  section  of  the 
work.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy. 

On  motion  by  H.  Slicer,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  the 
member  presenting  a  petition  oc  memorial  shall  state 
briefly  the  subject  of  it,  and,  without  being  read,  (miless 
required,)  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittee." 

O.  Scott,  of  New-£ngland  Conference,  presented  a 
petition  from  persons  residing  in  the  cily  of  New- York  in 
relation  to  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also  a  petition  from  persons  residing  in  New- York  on 
the  subject  of  slavery.  On  the  presenting  of  this  petition 
J.  Early  moved  the  appointment  of  a  standing  Committee 
on  Slavery,  to  whom  all  papers,  petitions,  and  memorials 
upon  that  subject  shall  be  referred.  Adopted.  Ordered 
that  the  committee  consist  of  twenty-eight  members,  one 
from  each  Annual  Conference,  and  appointed  by  the  re- 
spective delegations. 
'  On  motion,  the  petition  from  New-Yorit  was  referred 
to  said  committee. 

J.  Merrill  presented  a  memorial  from  Springfield  on 
the  subject  of  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

P.  Crandali  presented  a  petition  on  the  subject  of 
slavery  from  Fall  River.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Also  a  petition  from  Fall  River  praying  for  a  nK>derate 
Episcopacy,  which  was  on  motion  read  and  referred  to 
fhe  Commitlee  on  Episcopacy. 

A  memorial  fmm  the  New-England  Conference  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  was  presented  by  O.  Scott,  which 
was  on  motion  nad  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slaveiy. 
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George  Haman  presenled  a  petition  from  sundry 
ninisleTS  and  membeiB  of  Oneida  Conference,  praying 
alteration  in  ^e  role  for  die  trial  of  members.  On  mo* 
tion,  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business. 

J,  Parker,  of  the  Genesee  Conference,  presented 
a  petition  from  Copely,  Michigan  Conference,  on  the 
tnbjeot  of  slavery.  Refened  to  the  Committee  On 
Slavery. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  "  Resolved,  That  a  committee 
of  five  be  appointed,  to  whom  all  matters  relating  to  Sab- 
bath Schools  shall  be  referred,  to  consider  and  report 
tiiereon.'* 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  **  Resolved,  That  the  para* 
graph  respectinig  the  trial  of  a  superannuated  preacher, 
chap.  1,  sec.  18,  page  63,  be  amended  as  follows :  strike 
out  all  aflerthe  word  <* member,''  and  insert  the  following: 
"He  shall  be  held  responsible  to  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence in  whose  bounds  he  resides,  who  shall  acquit,  sus- 
pend, locate,  or  expel  him,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  he 
-were  a  member  of  said  Conference."  Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Revisal,  ice. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,-*'  Resolved,  That  the  follow- 
ing be  inserted  in  chap.  1,  sec.  18,  under  question  4tfa, 
page  62,  after  the  first  proviso:  'Providing  also  that  if 
Ae  Bishop  presiding  in  an  Annual  Conference  where  any 
such  trials  are  had  dissent  from  said  Conference  respect- 
ing the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  accused  person,  he  shall 
have  the  privilege  of  referring  the  case  to  the  ensuing 
General  Conference  for  final  adjudication.'"  Also,  "  Re- 
solved, That  the  following  be  inserted  in  chap.  1,  sec.  20, 
p..  67,  at  the  close  of  answer  1  to  question  2  :  *  Provided 
that  if  the  presiding  elder  differ  in  judgment  from  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  concerning  the  guilt  or  in- 
nocence of  an  accused  local  preacher,  elder  or  deacon,  he 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  referring  the  case  to  the  ensu- 
ing Annual  Conference  for  final  adjudication.' "  Laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Luckey,  it  was  resolved  to  reconsider 
die  vote  by  which  the  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Bangs 
proposing  a  change  in  the  rule  of  Discipline  fixing  the 
responsibility  of  superannuate^  preachers,  ice,  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  dec. 

The  resolution  was  then  on  motion  laid  on  the  table  for 
future  action. 

On  motion  of  £.  R.  Ames,  the  Secretaries  of  Conference 
were  constituted  a  committee  to  have  such  documents 
printed  as  may  be  ordered  by  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Battgi,  resolved  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing after  ques.  8,  chap.  1,  sec.  3,  p.  23  :   "A  supernume- 
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tolution  oa 
supennmem^ 
ry  preacher, 
who  ref IUM8  to 
do  the  work 
amignodhim. 


Laid  on  the  ta- 


Committee  oa 
Temperance  to 
examine  Jour- 
nals of  Confer-. 


Referred. 


Committee    on 
Centenary 


Said  committee 
inatmcted. 


Secretary  read 


Secretariet  to 
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ceedlngs  of 
Coafeience  for 
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vocate and 
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to  toTlte  Rev. 
Kr.  IVefrtonto 
pleach. 


rary  preacher  who  refuses  to  go  to  the  work  assigned  him 
by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  church,  unless  in  case  of 
sickness  or  other  unavoidable  cause  or  causes,  shall  be 
considered  guilty  of  contumacy,  and  shall  not  be  allowed 
to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office  or  ever  to  preach 
among  us : — Nevertheless,  the  final  determination  of  the 
ease  shall  be  with  the  Conference  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  who  shall  have  power  to  acquit  or  expel 
him,  as  the  case  may  be."  Laid  on  the  table  for  future 
action. 

On  motion  of  6.  Peck,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Commit^ 
tee  on  Temperance 'be  instructed  to  investigate  the  jour- 
nals of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  state  of  the  vote  upon  the  restoration  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  rule  on  the  sale  and  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  Conference  as  soon  as  possible.'* 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance. 

On  motion  of  F.  £.  Pitts, ''  Resolved,  That  a  commit- 
tee  of  three  be  appointed  by  this  General  Conference,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  sum  total  of  the  centenary 
funds  that  have  been  raised  throughout  our  bounds,  and 
how  they  have  been  appropriated,  together  with  any 
other  subject  connected  with  the  centenary  of  Method- 
ism." 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  Committee  on  Centenary 
Subscriptions,  &c.,  were  ii^structed  to  report  the  amount 
subscribed  and  paid  in  each  Annual  Conference. 

The  Secretary  read  the  appointments  for  preaching  on 
the  sabbath. 

On  motion  by  Dr.  Bangs,  the  Secretaries  were  requested 
to  furnish  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Jour- 
nal with  the  proceedings  of  Conference  up  to  that  time, 
and  also  that  they  give  all  the  aid  to  other  Editors  of  pa- 
pers under  the  ditectioo  of.  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  obtain  the  account  of  the  proceedings  of  thi» 
body. 

On  motion  of  O.  Scott,  «*  Resolved,  That  the  committee 
to  superintend  the  appointments  for  preaching  be  requested 
to  get  Rev.  Mr.  Newton  to  preach  as  often  as  possible 
during  his  stay  among  us."  By  a  rising  vote  unanimously 
adopted. 

On  motion,  Conference  adioomed  to  meet  Monday 
morning,  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4 

Conference  met  ptursnant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Wangk 
in  the  chair,  and  was  <^ened  with  reading  a  portion  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  l^  Rev,  T. 
Crowder. 


The  Pveaideiit  announced  the  following  committees:— » 
1.  ON  THE  BOOK  CONCERN. 

Marvin  Richardson,  Wm.  F.  Raper,  SS!!!?¥?^  ^ 

Samuel  K.  Hodges,  Chas,  Sherman,  Bockomm, 

Jno.  S.  Adams,  Henry  Slicer, 

Thos.  Crowder,-  Augustus  Eddy, 

David  A.  Shepherd. 

8.  COMMrtTEE  ON  BSVJSAL  AND  UNTINISRED  BUSINESS. 

Tobias  Spicer,  S.  Higgios, 

Geo.  Harman,  Wm.  A.  Smith, 

Jas.  M*Mahan,  Elihu  Scott, 

Hooper  Crews. 

9.  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 

Samuel  Lcckey,  Matthew  Sorin, 

John  F.  Wright,  Thos.  Johnson, 

]6en].  M.  DrdLc,  Jonas  Dodge, 

Wm.  M.  Wightman. 

4.  COMMITTEE  ON  EXl^ENSES  OF  DELEGATES. 
Chas.  W.  Carpenter,  Bond  English,  cmimittM  an 

Robl.  O.  Spencer.  ^"^"^    ^ 

S.  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

Ignatius  A.  Few,  Robert  Paine, 

Nathan  Bangs,  Geo.  Peck, 

John  Early,  Edwin  Dorsey, 

Henry  B.  Bascom,  Edwifrd  R.  Ames, 

Wm.  C.  Larribee. 

6.  COMfiflTTEE  OR  TEMPEBAl^CE. 
Jos.  S.  Tdmlinson,  Jno.  Miller, 

Peter  P.  Sandfiird,  Geo.  W.  Walker, 

Ambrose  F.  Driskill. 

9*.  COMMITTfiE  ON. SABBATH  SCHOOLS^ 

'    Pitch  Reed,  Jno.  Chirk, 

Moses  Brock,  Jno.  A.  Gere, 

Thos.  N.  Ralston. 

a.  COMMITTEE  ON  CENTENARY  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 
Jno.  T.  Mitchell,  Jno.  S.  Portisr,  comiiiftfoe  (A 

.  G«o.  P.  Pierce.  aSS^Lm. 

The  Committee  on  Slavery  was  also  announced,  and 
consists  of  the  following  members,  viz.  :«^ 

N.  York.  N.  Bangs.  N,  H.,      J.  Templettm. 

N.  Bng.,  O;  Seotu  Troy,       T.  Spicer. 

Maine*     D.  B.  RaiidaM.      Piiis^      R.  Hopkks. 


18 


J&uimal  cf  Genmrtd  Confmnee,  1840. 


Conunltteo 
SlsTcrj. 


Brie,        J.  C*  Ayers. 
B.  River,  Squire  Chase. 
Oneida,     Geo.  Peck. 
Mich.,      J.  H.  Power. 
Gen.,        J.  Paricer. 
Ohio,        L.  L.  Hamline. 
Mo.,         A.  Mtmroe. 
111.,  H.  Crews. 

Ky.,  H.  B.  Bascom. 

Ixid.,         A.  Eddy. 

N.J., 


Secretaries*  re- 
port  on  re- 
porter. 

Centianed. 


W.  Capers,  X 
Castle,  R.  6. 
Bailey,  T.  K. 
Catlett,  take 
their  seats. 


xialB,^. 


Address 
Society. 


Memorial  Ibss. 
Society. 


Beferred. 

Motion  to  print 
lost. 


tnwt 


N. 

cnsed 
Toting. 

Secretaries  to 
imbody  report 
to  Christian 
Adv.  apdJour. 


Memorial  from 
Webeter  sta. 
on  slavery. 


Hol.,  E.  P-  Sevier. 

Tenn.,  S.  S.  Moody. 

Miss.,  J.  M.  Holland. 

Ala.,  E.  V.  Levert. 

*  Ga.,  G.  F.  Pierce. 

S.  C,  W.  M.  Wightman. 

N.  C,  J.  Jamieson. 

Va.,  Wm.  A.  Smith. 

Bait.,  S.  Brison. 

Phila.,  M.  Sorin. 
R.W.Petherbridge. 


A  report  was  made  by  the  Secretaries  in  reference  to 
the  employment  of  a  reporter. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Se- 
cretaries make  further  efforts  to  procure  a  reporter.'* 

Wm.  Capers,  of  South  Carolina  Conference^  Jose{>h 
Castle,  of  Oneida  Conference,  Rufus  C.  Bailey,  6f  Maine 
Conference,  and  Thomas  K.  Catlett,  of  Holston  Confer* 
ence,  presented  their  certificates  of  election  as  delegates 
to  this  General  Conference,  which  were  read,  and  they 
took  their  seats. 

The  President,  in  conformity  with  the  rule,  called  for 
the  reports  of*  committees,  memorials,  petitions,  &c. 

The  Conferences  were  called  in  order,  from  New- York 
Conference. 

N.  Bangs  presented  an  address  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  .Read  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Missions. 

S.  Luckey  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  die  Missionary  Society  of  thft  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  respect  to  the  office  of  the  Resident 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  said  Society.  Read  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Moved,  by  O.  Scott,  to  print  the  address  and  memorial 
from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     Lost. 

By  a  vote  of  the  Conference,  N.  Bangs  was  excused 
from  voting  on  the  above  motion. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer, "  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries 
imbody  the  address  and  memorial  from  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  in  their  reports  for 
publication  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal." 

New-England  Conference. — ^Jos.  A.  Merrill  presented 
a  memorial  from  Webster  station,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  subject  of  shivery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

New-HampsMte  Canferencc-^Jsied  Periiins  presented 
a  memorial  from  member^  of  the  New-Hampshire  Cm- 
3» 
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feTence  against  tbe  rule  of  discipline  allowing  Annual 
Conferences,  in  certain  cases,  to  locate  their  members 
without  their  consent.  On  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business.  Also,  a  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  New-Hampshire  Annual 
Conference  on  slavery.  Read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

PiUsburg  C<mferenee, — C.  Cook  presented  a  commu- 
nication from  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburg 
Conference  Joimial.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book 
Concern. 

Oneida  Conference. — Jonas  Dodge  presented  peti- 
tions from  East  Cayuga  and  Speedville  circuits,  on  the 
•Object  of  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery.  « 

Genesee  Conference. — G.  Pilmore  presented  a  memorial 
from  Genesee  Annual  Conference  on  slavery.  Read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

J.  Parker  presented  a  petition  on  slavery  from  the 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  Victor  station.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Dodge  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
from  Ridgeway,  Palmyra,  Walworth,  and  Poultnejrville 
circuits,  and  Newark  station.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

Also,,  petitions  praying  such  alteratids  in  the  Discipline 
as  wiil  allow  the  Episcopacy  to  continue  a  preacher  in 
the  same  circuit  or  station  three  years.  Moved  to  refer 
said  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  £pT8cq[>acy.  After 
discussion,  and  efforts  at  amendments,  which  failed,  it  was 
at  length  moved  to  strike  out  "  Episcopacy,"  and  insert 
'^on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,"  which  prevailed, 
and  the  motion  thus  amended  was  adopted,  and  the  petition 
accordingly  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Tin* 
finished  Business. 

J.  Parker  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  saqoe  charac- 
ter to  the  one  last  named,  which  received  a  similar  refer- 
ence. 

A.  N.  Filmore  presented  petitions  on  slavery  from  Me- 
dina station  and  Sweden  circuit,  Genesee  Conference. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  oq  Slavery. 

lUmais  Confetenee, — ^J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  a  resolu- 
tion  of  Illinois  Conference  in  reference  to  the  boundaries 
thereof.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Tennessee  Conference. — John  B.  MTerrin  presented 
a  oommunicatioD  from  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the 
South  Western  Christian  Advocate.  Referred  to  the 
Cdmmittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  petition  in  reference  to  the  boundary  of  Tennes- 
see Conference. 
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30  Jhunud  of  General  Cm^ereneef  1840. 

•Bishop  Wangh  handed  cnrer  several  memoriali  aad  ptf» 

titlcms  OD  the  same  subject.    Ail  of  which  were  refiDimd 

to  the  Committee  on  Boundariee. 

'iS»23SS*  ^      Mississijppi  Car^erence, — B.  M.  Drake  presented  a  pe- 

Conference.      tltiou  praying  for  a  division  of  the  Mkaiseippi  Conference^ 

and  the  formation  of  a  new  Conference  in  the  repnblie 

of  Texas.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boaodariee. 

Bait    Ctf^tap-       Bakimore  Can/'^«nM.-— Stephen  G,  Roezel  preaented  a 

SSon."*  •**■  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  oa  the  eubjecl  of 

education.    Referred  to  the  Committee  oa  EdocalieB. 
On^ew^Tork       Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  eoneiiD' 
ring  whh  the  New- York  resolutions^  asking  the  insertion 
in  the  Discipline  of  Mr.  Wesley's  rale  with  lespeet  l» 
spirituous  liquors.     Referred  to  the  Comnittee  on  Tem- 
perance. 
On  N.  England       Also,  a  resolution  of  the  Baltimore  Confetsnce,  uaani- 
c^.   x«8oiu-  iQQijsiy  dissenting  from  the  New-England  Conference 
resolution  in  regard  to  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Commit^ 
tee  on^  Slavery. 
't2*Iot  "booto       Philadelphia  Conference, — H.  White  presented  a  petitioft 
iMt.    *  of  J.  S.  Taylor,  to  be  relieved  from  paying  fof  books  knt 

at  sea.    Referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  eommunication  from  Wil- 
^^7w^^^  liam  Heath.     On  motion,  read  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  three,  to  report  thereon.    Also,  a  copy  of  a 
memorial  from  Africa,  heretofore  presented  to  the  General 
Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  onthe  Eptscopacy. 
P.  Crandall,  by  general  consent,  presented  a  petition 
New-England     from  the  New-England  Conference  widi  respect  to  the 
te^d^"*       boundary  thereof.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boan« 
daries. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Winans, ''  Resolved,  That  the  Rev, 
'R["iS?rton  S  ^  Newton  be,  and  hereby  is,  respectfully  requested  to 
toBftch.    ^      preach  a  sermon  before  this  Conferenee  on  Wedaesdsy 
next,  at  11,  A.M." 

On.  motion  of  W,  Winans, ''  Resolved,  That  the  commit- 

SamesQ^Mi.     tee  appointed  to  superintend  the  appoiniments  for  preacb* 

ing,  have  announced  from  the  pulpits  that  this  church  mtt 

not  be  open  for  admission  of  the  pubtic  on  Wednesday 

next,  till  10  o'clock." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Bangs,  "  Resolved,  That  &e  Rev* 
igumeM  of  R.  Robert  Newton  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  permit  his 
FewtoR.  likeness  to  be  taken  some  time  during  the  session  of  diis 

Conference,  or,  if  more  convenient,  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  and  that  the  expense  be  paid  by  the  Book  Agent.'' 
Bishop  Waugh  announced  that  the  Episcopacy  were. 
Sgcfl*^  M-  ready  to  make  their  Address  to  the  Conferenee.     On  nM»* 
^^  tion,  the   Conference   requested  thai  it  be  now  made« 

Whereupon  the  Address  was  vsad  by  Bishop  Wanj^^h. 
(See  Appendix,  Document  A.) 


AAcr  giving  om  aoticesv  the  CoDflBreiieey  on  nodoD, 
adjourned  to  meet  to-moirow  morning,  at  half-pMt  eight 
o'elodL. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  6. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  (Bialiop  Mor- 
ns  in  the  chair,)  and  was  qtened  with  readmg  a  portkm 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  Rot.  P. 
Akers. 

The  President  auumnced  the  committee  on  the  eaee  ^^^^f^wS! 
of  Wm.  Heath  to  consist  of  A.  Munroe,  NielMdaa  White,    Heath, 
and  Joseph  Castle. 

The  President  called  for  select  aad  standing  commil-  ^^  "^ 
tees.  i*5t,  *c. 

X  F.  Wrii^t  presented  a  repoit  of  the  Affents  of  the  "g^Lf  ^at 
Book  Concern  in  Cincinnati.    Read  and  tefenred  to  the    dmmiL 
Commi^e  on  the  Book  Concwn. 

D.  Ostrander. presented  the  report  of  the  Book  Commit-  ^J^LwiSIn' 
tee  of  New- York  in  relation  to  the  Book  Concern.    Read    y3^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Bode  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  in  New^  ^tH^^S^^vS!^ 
York  was  read  by  Thos.  Mason,  and  referred  to  the  Com-    Y<nk.  ' 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion,  the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  ^^^  ^I 
to  hear  the  Address  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connect    dreM. 
tton.    Ailer  it  had  been  read  by  the  Secretary,  the  Rev.  ^  r.  k«w- 
Robert  Newton,  representative  of  that  body,  addressed  the    ton'*  Addraw! 
Conference  in  a  most  impressive  and  efiedive  manner, 
touching  ott  various  points  of  the  deepest  interest  to  Me- 
thodism thiouj^iout  the  world. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Cofliwi,  "  Resolved,  That  we  hear  'ijj,^^„^j2^ 
with  the  highest  gratification  of  the  prosperity  of  our  bre«-    Addreu  of  th« 
tfaren  of  the  Wesleyan  Ownection  of  Great  Britain^  and    ^^^^^""^ 
cordially  welcome,  in  our  capacity  as  a  General  Confer* 
ence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui'ch,  aad  to  our  affec- 
tions individually,  the  Rev.  Rob^  Newton,  represenlative 
of  the  Wesleyan  Connection  to  this  body." 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  "  Resolved,  That  a  committee  ^^SSSlfw! 
of  three  be  appointed,  to  whom  to  refer  the  Address  of  the    m.  Con. 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection." 

On  motion,  "Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Robert  Newton  ^SSHt^^.. 
be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  Address  delivered    catio&. 
by  him  to  this  Conference,  iat  poUication." 

G.  Gary  presented  the  certifiomte  of  the  election  of  J.  ^\JSSS^i 
Dempster  as  a  member  of  this  body,  which'  was  read,  and    election  raad. 
he  took  his  seat 

The  report  of  the  Western  BwAl,  Committee  was  resA  ^^^iSSl 
by  L.  L.  Hamline,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  die    committee. 
Book  Concern. 
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Tho  certificate  of  B.  T.  Blake,  as  a  member  of  tMs  body^ 
was  read. 

The  Conferences  were  then  called,  in  order,  for  memo- 
rials, petitions,  &c. 

New-York  Conference.^^.  Bangs  presented  a  memorial 
from  the  conductors  of  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  chairman  of  Committee  to  Superintend  the  Pulpits 
read  appointments  for  preaching. 

On  motion  of  Jno.  Earlj,  "  Resolved,  That  the  Rer. 
Robert  Newton,  representative  from  the  Wesleyan  Me> 
thodist  Connection,  be  excused  from  filling  the  appoint- 
ment given  him  by  the  committee ;  and  that  said  committee 
be  requested  to  appoint  Mr.  Newton  to  preach  in  the  morn- 
ing at  11  o'clock,  in  the  different  churches,  as  often  as  • 
will  suit  his  convenience." 

D.  Ostrander  presenteil  a  petition  of  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  Conferences  in  the  City  of  New- York,  and  officers 
of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  inviting  the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next 
session  in  that  city.    Laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  presented  a  communication  on  teitiperw 
«nce  from  several  gentlemen.  Read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temperance. 

O.  Scott,  of  the  New-England  Conference,  presented  a 
memorial  from  New- York  on  the  subject  of  temperance. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Winstead,  Connecticut,  on 
slavery.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

NeUhEngland  Conference. — ^J.  A.  MerriU  presented   a 

memorial  fiom  Springfield,  Mass.,  praying  that  Presiding 

Elders  be  elected  by  Annual  Conferences.  ^ 

^  Moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  ReVisal  and  Un- 

ftiished  Business. 

W«  Winans  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  '*  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,"  and  inserting  "  Episcopacy^*' 
which  was  admitted ;  and  in  this  form  the  motion  pre- 
vailed, and  the  memorial  was  referred  accordingly. 

Also,  a  memorial  of  the  same  character,  from  Webster^ 
Mass.,  which  received  a  simUar  reference. 

'  O.  Scott  presented  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
from  Lowell,  Gill,  Weymouth,  Holliston,  Greenfield,  Nan- 
tucket, Charlestown,  Charlemont,  and  Brookfield,  Mass. ; 
and  from  Square  Pond,  Leyden,  and  Northfield,  Conn. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Horton  presented  a  petition  on  slavery  from  Wesley 
station,  Lowell,  Mass.  Also,  a  petition  of  the  same  charac- 
ter from  Lurenburg.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

A.  D.  Merrill  presented  a  petition  horn  members  of 
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Soeiety  in  Ptovidence,  B.  Island,  on  daveiy. 
10  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

J.  Horton  presented  a  memorial  praying  that  Presiding 
Elders  be  elected  by  Annual  Conferences.  Also,  a  me- 
morial from  Bloofflingsby,  praying  for  a  moderate  Episco- 
acy.  Both  of  these  were  referred  to  the  .Committee  on 
Ipiscoj^ey. 

£.  Robinson  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Presiding 
Elder  of  Calais  district^  with  respect  to  churches  and 
parsonages.    Referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Kentshell  and  Greenfield  on 
slavery.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Bartlett  on  slavery.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

NeuyHampsMre  Ctmfermoe. — Chatles  D.  Caho<Mi  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  Montpelier  district,  New-Hamp- 
shire Conference,  saggesting  that  exf^natory  notes  be 
added  to  the  Discipline.  Refened  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business; 

O.  Soott,  of  New-England  Conference,  presented  a  me- 
morial fircHn  Rochester,  Vermont,  on  slavery.  Refenred 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

£.  Robinson  presented  a  memorial  from  Famworth, 
New-Hampshire,  on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  committee 
en  that  subject. 

Troy  .Cimference, — Charles  Sherman  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Garrettson  station,  Albany,  New-York ;  and 
also  a  petition  from  Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

A.  Abel  presented  a  memorial  on  slavery  from  Mid- 
dlebury^  Vermont.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavety . 

T.  Seymour  presented  memorials  from  Berkshire  and 
Moore  circuits,  on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
OB  Slavery. 

s  On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


Referred  P^tton  on  star 
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WEDNESDAY,  MAY  6. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  (Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,)  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  rellgiouB 
flervices  by  brother  Sandford. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees  :-*- 

1.  ON  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  WESLEYAN  CONNECTDCW. 
Wm.  Capers,  Peter  Akers. 

John  Dempster. 

2.  ON  CHUBCHES  AND  PARSONAGES. 
Stephen  G.  Roezel,  L.  L.  Hamliiie, 

Noah  Leviags, 


on 
Address   from 


chnn^es    tad 


Peter  Canwright  to  tike  the  plaoe  of  A.  Muttoe  m  ^ 
committee  on  the  commiuucation  of  Wnt  Healh. 

Eliae  Bowen  in  place  of  P.  P.  Sandfoid»  in  the  Com- 
Wtteeon  Temperance, 
The  Secretaries  were  authorised  to  purchase  a  hoek 
^^  of  record,  and  other  articles  the^  may  need. 

^Ittaffof %•       ^  motion  of  S.  Luckej,  Conference  resdved  to  aoe- 
"y*    ^-  pend  the  regular  order  of  busine8e»  for  the  puipose  of 
taking  up  and  disposing  iA  the  Address  of  the  Bishops, 
and  of  hearing  addresses  of  the  brethren  from  G^aada* 

Whereupon,  he  moved  the  following  resolntions,  all  of 
which  were  adopted : — 
^^SSSi^  ?f      1-  Resdved,  Jhat  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Address  as 
coMd  Adm    '^'^^^  ^  ^®  subject  of  missions  and  the  missioatfy 
^^  '  cause,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

2.  That  so  much  of  said  Address  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  education,  he  referred  to.  the  Committee  on  Bdi* 
I6at]0n. 

*  3.  That  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  suliject  of 
strengthening  the  Episcopacy,  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 

4.  That  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  (he  subject  of 
tflarery.  and  abolition,  be  reienred  to  the  Coamuttee  on 
Slayery. 

5.  That  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  rights  and  pre- 
rogatives of  Annual  and  Quarterly  Conferences^  be  refer- 
red to  the  Conunittee  on  Itiuerancy. 

The  fdlowing,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  was  added  to 
the  above : — 

^.  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to 
the  manner  of  receiving  ministers  of  other  denominations, 
be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to  consider  and  report 
diereon. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  it  was  resolved  as  follows  :^^ 

1.  That  so  qduch  of  Ae  above  Address  as  tehJbw  to  the 
mode  of  tryins  a  superannuated  preacher,  living  widioet 
the  bounds  of  his  own  Conference,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five. 

2.  That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  local 
preachers,  be  referred  to  the  above  select  committee  of 
live,  to  examine  and  report  thereon. 

3.  That  so  much  of  the  same  as  relates  to  die  Liberia 
Conference,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy. 

4.  That  so  much  as  relates  to  the  periodicals  published 
under  our  direction,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

5.  That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  course 
of  study  to  be  pursued  by  candidates  for  our  ministry,  be 
referred  to  a  special  oommitfiee  of  five. 


JmKmd  ^  Generd  Cmtfennet,  iMh 


tf 


O.  Scou  moved  Ui«t  Sere  hmixed  copies  of  tbe  ASdieas  Mj^^^ 
of  the  Bishope  be  pnated  in  pftmi^et  loroi,  for  tlie  imo  of  S^icc^- 
the  Conference.  Two  thousand  were  suggested,  in  ptaoo 
of  fire  hcmdred,  whieh  wn$  accepted  by  the  mover.  After 
some  discussion  of  the  resolution  in  Ibis  form,  it  was 
amended  by  striking  out  two^thooaaad  and  iftseiling  five 
J^mdred. 

The  Bev.  Nelson  Reid,  the  oldest  travelling  preacher  ^^^^^^^ 
now  living  in  the  United  States,  being  in  the  Conference, 
though  not  a  member  of  the  bodj,  was  invited  by  Bisliep 
Boberts  to  a  seat  in  the  altar. 

The  Rev.  Jos.  Stinson,  President  <rf  the  Methodiet  joa.    stiuMi't 
Conference  in  Vjp^r  Canada,  presented  a  certidcete  of    *^^'^^ 
the  election  of  himself,  Rev.  Egerton  Ryerson,  and  Rev. 
John  RyersQO,  as  delegates  to  this*  Confbrenee,  and  de- 
livered an  appropriate  address. 

On  motioa  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved  :— 

"  1.  That  the  document  j^eeented  by  Mr.  Stinson  be 
referred  to  the  committee  to  whom  the  Address  from  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  was  referred,  to  con- 
aider  and  report  thereon, 

<*  2.  That  brother  Stinson  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  requested 
to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  address  for  publication. 

"  3.  That  this  Conference  1mu»  heard  with  unfeigned 
pleasure  and  gratitude  the  account  which  brother  Stinson 
has  given  of  the  present  state  and  prospects  of  Methodism 
isk  Upper  Canada ;  and  that  we  still  cherish  a  lively  inte- 
rest in  the  sinritual  prosperity  of  that  ioorishing  brano^i 
of  the  great  nunily  of  Wesleyan  Methodism." 

The  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  colleague  of  Mr.  Stinson,  j.RywMtfiid. 
having    addressed   the   Conference,   on  DMHion  of  N. 
Bangs — 

'*  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard  with  lively  interest  the 
additional  statement  of  brother  Ryerson  respecting  the 
state  of  the  Wesleyan  MedK>dist  Church  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  request  him  to  furnish  a  copy  for  publication.*' 

The  Rev.  Wm.  M.  Howard,  chairman  of  the  Lowet 
Canada  District,  then  addressed  the  Conference  i 

After  which,  in  conformity  with  previous  arrangement,  RobtNewtw>»|i 
Conference  adioumed,  to  hear  a  sermon  from  Rev.  Robert    2i"oMf^^ 
Newton,  delegate  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connee- 
tfon,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  half-past  8  o'clock. 


Wm.  11.  How- 
vdl  addreM. 


THURSDAY,  MAY  7. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  opened 
with  religious  exercises  by  boother  Bowen,  (Bishop  Hed- 
diiig  in  the  chair.) 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  se- 
liM  pomynitteesi  when  John  T.  Mitchell,  chaitmaa  of  the 
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Committee  on  the  Centenary  Subscription,  reported  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
adopted,  yiz: — 

'*  ResoWed,  That  the  delegation  from  each  Annual  Con- 
ference furnish  the  Committee  on  the  Centenary  Fund,  at 
as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  a  statement  of  the  amount 
subscribed,  and  the  amount  paid  to  that  fund,  in  their  re- 
spective Conferences  ;  and  also  the  objects  to  which  that 
fund  is  to  be  approi^riated,  and  the  proportion  to  be  ap- 
propriated to  the  several  objects." 

The  regular  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  ^c,  was  then 
made  by  Uie  chair. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  communication  from  Circle- 
yille,  Ohio  Conference,  containing  eight  dollars,  for  the 
expense  of  delegates  to  the  General  Conference.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates. 

Bishop  Waugh  also  presented  a  letter  from  John  S. 
Mitchell,  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  request- 
ing the  General  Conference  to  give  their  official  sanction 
to  the  acts  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  and  re- 
commend to  our  people  to  co-operate  in  the  designs  of 
said  Society,  and  other  objects.  Referred  to  a  select 
committee  of  five. 

Also,  u  communication  from  Robert  Emory,  asking  per- 
mission to  use  such  documents  of  the  General  Conference 
as  will  aid  him  in  preparing  the  Memoirs  of  his  father,  the 
late  Bishop  Emory ;  and  that  a  committee  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  MS.  now  in  his  possession. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  request  was  granted,  and 
the  matter  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

The  following  papers  were  presented,  viz. : — 

Tray  Conference. — S.  Minor  presented  a  memorial  on 
slavery  from  Weybridge  circuit,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

T.  Seymour  presented  a  petition  on  slavery  from  Shel- 
burne,  Vt.,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Pittsburg  Conference. — Charles  Cook  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  the  Pittsburg  Annual  Conference,  respecting  a 
book  depository.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^ 
Book  Concern. 

H.  Kingsley  presented  the  appeal  of  Job  Wilson.  Laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Black  River  Con/erenee.-^O,  Soott  presented  petitions 
on  slavery  from  Oswego  and  Lewisville  circuits.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Oneida  Conference, — O.  Scott  presented  memorials  on 
slavery  from  Courtlandville,  Cazenovia,  and  Leyden. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Michigan  Conference.'^^E.  H.  Pikher  presented  m  too** 
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viorial  fiom  Quarterlj  Meeting  OonfeTeiice  of  Kingham,  PoUUott,  im- 
oil  slavery.    Also,  a  memorial  from  metnbers  of  society    "^""^^  ^' 
in  the  same  circuit,  on  the  same  subject.    Referred  to  th^ 
dommittee  on  Slarery.  L  . 

O.  Scott  presented  memorials  from  members  of  society-  ^ 

in  Pljrmouth  and  Wooster  circuits  on  slavery,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Genesee  Conference. — ^A.  N.  Filmore  presented  a  peti<f  . 
tion  from  the  Genesee  Conference,  requesting  a  division 
of  that  Conferenee.      Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Also,  resolutions  of  concurrence  in  the  New- York 
Teaolutions  on  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  relating  to  spirituous 
liquors.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance.  # 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  memorial  from  Middleport^  Ct., 
4Uk  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaveiy. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  circuit,  asking  that  Pre- 
siding Elders  may  be  elected  by  the  Annual  Conferences. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  circuit,  asking  a  mode- 
rate Episcopacy.  This  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy. 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  it  was  resolved^  **  That  all  pe- 
titiaos  in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  presiding  elders 
and  a  moderate  Episcopacy  be  referred  at  once  to  die 
Committee  on  Episcopacy." 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  memorial  from  Middleport  circuit, 
^ying  that  one  half  of  the  delegates  to  General  Confer- 
ence be  taken  from  the  laity.  After  discussion,  and  vari- 
ous efforts  to  procure  a  reference,  the  whole  subject 
was,  on  motion  of  M;  Sorin,  laid  on  the  table. 

Asa  Abell  presented  petitions  fVom  Liberty  and  Naples     . 
circuits  on  slavery.    Referred  to  the  committee  on  that 
subiect. 

O.  Scott  presented  petitions  from  Seheca  Falls  upon 
idsvery.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  from  the  same  place,  a  petition  praying  for  a  mo- 
derate Episcopacy,  and  another  praying  that  Presiding 
Elders  may  be  elected  by  the  Annual^  Conferences  to 
which  they  belong.  Both  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Episcopacy. 

Ohio  Conferenee.^r^,  W.  Walker  presented  a  petition 
from  Urbana  with  respect  to  singing  in  churches.  Refer- 
red to  die  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  communication  from  the  Ohio 
Annual  Conference,  praying  the  establishment  of  a  pm* 
odical  adapted  to  females.  Referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five. 

0.  Scott  presented  memorials  from  Troy  and  Cincinnati 
on  davery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Slavery. 
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090,  JMfftar.  The  Presideoi  imnted  liiolliar  G^oiga  PielMm^,  of  tka 
New-EngUuid  Goofeieiice,^  one  of  the  oldest  teaveUi»g[ 
preedieiB  in  this  cpmitiy,  to  lake  his  seat  in  the  altar. 

Missouri  Conference, — Bishop   Wao^  nresented  tbe 
iMMij^sau  appeal  of  Silas  Comfort,  of  the  Missoun  CoafeFence, 
^***'*^         wUch,  on  niotioBy  was  laid  on  the  table  fat  the  present 

lUinois  Conference. — S.  H.  Thompson  presented  a  me- 
M«aoriai  ihim  VOOtM  from  Jesse  Hale,  askinfr  lo  be  exonerated  from  a 
J.  BMe.  debt,  apparently  due  bj  him  to  the  Booh  Concern.    Re- 

lerred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
CoBferance  for       Kentucky  Conference. — ^T.  N.  Ralston  presented  a  memo- 
■Mf^i^edto  rial  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences,  Louisville, 
Kentucky,  inviting  the  General  Conference  lo  hold  ita  next 
session  in  that  city.    Laid  on  the  uble  for  the  present 
FetttfosM,  flu-       Indiana  Cotrference^-r^.  Scott  presented  a  petition  from 
"***^**^'     Newport  on  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  OA 
Slavery. 

TemMMsee  Cm^erence. — Fountain  £.  Pitts  presented  the 
petition  of  the  Presiding  Elder  of  Paris  District,  praying 
kn  a  division  of  that  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  GiUiao, 
complaining  of  the  course  of  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the 
NadiviUe  District.  On  motion,  the  Conference  gave  the 
petitioner  leave  to  withdimw  his  petition. 

Bishop  Waugh  also  presented  the  memorial  of  F.  O. 
Ferguson  and  Thomais  W.  Randall,  asking  particular  at- 
tention to  the  Journal  of  the  Tennessee  Cmiference  at  it^ 
session  in  Somerville,  October,  1837.  Referred  to  Ae 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

Bishop  Andrew  presented  a  petition  from  the  Qoarteriy 
Meeti&g  Conference  of  Hutchie  Circuit,  pra3ring  for  a 
division  of  the  Tennessee  Conference.  Referred  to  ^ 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

4ialbama  Cot^erencc-^Wm.  Murrah  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  Conference,  praying  that  the  Book  Agenti 
may  be  instmcted  to  charge  interest  on  books  from  the 
time  diey  are  reoeived.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
«  the  Book  Concern.  Also,  resolutions  of  the  above  Con- 
ference, praying  for  the  adoption  of  some  plan  to  promote 
the  greater  usefulness  of  local  preachers,  and  the  mont 
and  religions  training  of  baptised  children.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisal  &c. 

Bishop  Wangh  presented  a  letter  from  William  Kenaon 
respecting  a  debt  due  from  the  late  Robert  S.  Kennon  to 
the  Book  Concern  at  New-Yoric,  praying  the  Greneral 
Cenferenee  to  investigate  the  same.  Inferred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

JV«r<A  Carohna  Coi^erence.-^Hez.  G.  Leigh  presented 
a  petition  from  the  Nojrth  Carolina  Conference,  asking  the 
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Oeteral  Conference  to  autkohze  and  require  the  Biabops  stationed 
to  supply  the  station  at  Randolph  Macon  College  alter-    {r^S^  ^ 
aiitely  from  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Conferences. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

Also,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Publishing  Committee  TiisinU     nd 
id  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Conference  Journal  to    g^;2lS^ 
use  all  proper  means  to  hare  that  paper  published  on  the    Jmuiml 
M^ne  terms  as  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate.    Referred 
19  die  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  • 

Virginia  Confermee.-^Johtk  Early  presented  resolntions  sams  m  aboT*. 
similar  to  those  of  North  Carolina ;  and  they  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committees  on  Episcopacy  and  Book  Concern. 

Also,  the  unanimous  non-concurrence  of  the  VirginhT  ^^fffgj^wgte- 
Conference  in  the  resolution  of  the  New-England  Confer-  coSforaaeacn 
•nee  on  siarery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sbrery.    "^^^^r* 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Virginia  Conferencl)  ^Mp^nst  ir.Tork 
hi  the  New- York  Conference  resolutions  on  altering  our    SSiacMpti!? 
general  rule  with  regard  to  spirituous  liquorsv    Referred    niou^- 
to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  the-  eoncutrence  of  the  Virginia  Con^renee  with  ^^S^J^^ 
Ae  Ohio  Conference,  disapproving  of  drawing  on  the  dS^Swftom 
Book  Concern  for  paying  the  expenses  of  delegates,  "^odccmiwn. 
R^erred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

T.  Crowder  presented  the  petition  of  the  Methodist  so-^  ^cmtewMDeSi! 
deties  of  lUchmond,  iuTiting  the  Grenend  Conference  to  Tited  to  Bidi- 
held  its  next  session  i^  that  city.    Laid  on  the  table.  "^^* 

Babim&re  Cof/erenee. — H.  Sliccr  presented  a  resirftrtiott  'SmSfcSK 
of  this  Conforence,  asking  leave  to  divide  themselves    «mm. 
doring  the  ensuing  four  ^ears,  under  the  direction  of  the 
praeiding  Bishop,  if  a  major^  deemed  it  expedient.    Re* 
fisrred  vo  die  Comnmctee  on  Boimdariea, 

PhiUutelphia  Cew/ifwie^.— Bishop  Waugh  presented  H  ^''""**'**"v«Jf 
communication  from  J.  P.  Dnrbin,  in  behalf  of  the  fa-    -"    **"^ 


edcjr  of  Dickinson  College,  praying  the  General  Confer^ 
enee  to  direct  the  Book  Agents  to  present  otre  copy  of 
each  book  published,  or  wluch  shall  be  published  at  tftjo 
Beek  Room,  to  each  litMrary  in  ear  public  seminaries  and 
inr  obr  colleges.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

B.  M.  Dmk^  and  Wilfiam  Winans  then  moved  to  take  ^J^jf**^  ^ 
op  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  General  Conference    ^' 
of  1836,  on  the  subject  of  publishing  a  theological  library. 
After  discussion,  on  taking  the  question,  the  resolution 
was  lost. 

On  modon  of  H.  Slicer  end  J.  Miller,  the  fonowing-  "Ij™*  «*  ^ 
was  unanimously  sdopted  by  a  rising  vote :  «  Resolted  by      '^''^ 
tho  members  of  the  General  Conference,  ^  Conference 
aasembled,  That  the  dianks  of  this  body  aKe  due  to  die 
Bar.  Robert  Newton  for  his  excellent  and  appropriate 
discourse  delivered  on  yesterday,  and  thaC  he  be,  aal 
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hereby  is,  respectiiilly  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  th^l 
discourse  for  publication  at  the  Book  Room,  New- York." 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Committee  on  the  Bodi 
Concern  were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  a  more  equi* 
table  method  may  not  be  devised  for  the  distribution  of 
the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund  among 
the  several  Annual  Conferences,  and,  if  soi  what  that 
method  should  be. 

William  A.  Smith  pi^esented  a  paper  containing  instruct 
tions  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  and  proposing  sundry 
amendments  in  our  rules  of  Discipline.  This  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Busi- 
ness. 

Bishop  Hedding  invited  William  Burke^  an  aged  tra- 
velling preacher  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  to  a  seat  in  the^ 
altar. 
Uaitinf  cifcoite  P.  P.  Sandford  offered  the  following  resolution,  "  That 
the  following  be  added  to  ans.  1,  ques.  1,  sec«  5,  chap.  1, 
part  1,  page  29  of  the  Discipline:  *The  Bish<^8  may, 
when  they  judge  it  necessary,  unite  two  or  more  circuits 
or  stations  together,  without  affecting  the  separate  finan- 
cial interests  or  pastoral  duties  of  such  circuits  or  stations."' 
It  was  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  or^ 
der  of  the  day  for  to-morrow.  A  division  of  the  question 
was  called  for,  and,  beins  taken  on  the  first  part^  it 
was  laid  on  the  table,  liie  question  recurring  on  the. 
second  part,  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
it  was  lost ;  so  the  resolution  lie^  on  the  table. 

O.  Scott  offered  the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved^ 
That  the  Committee  on  Revisad  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  giving  the  accused,  in  case  of  trials 
a  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  committee  by  which  he  or 
she  is  to  be  tried, — «nd  also  inquire,  whether  the  society? 
of  which  the  accused  may  be  a  inember  ought  not  to  have 
some  voice  in  the  selection  of  the  committee,  and  report 
thereon. 

After  motions  to  lay  on  the  table  and  postpone  indefir 
nitely  had  l:^een  offered  and  failed,  the  resolution  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Revisal  Committee. 

N.  Levings  offered  the  following,  which  were  referred  : 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  Discipline  in  chap.  1,  sec.  9,  ques.  2,  ans.  7, 
page  42,  as  that  the  note  of  recommendation  of  our 
members  removing  from  one  circuit  or  station  to  another 
shall  read :  *  A.  B.,  the  bearer,  is  an  acceptable  memb^ 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  C.,'  and  that  a  note 
be  given  to  persons  on  trial,  to  read  thus :  '  A.  B.,  tba 
bearer,  is  on  trial  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
€.^  having  joined -^ day  of —^ — .^  i 
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^'  2.  That  the  ttbove  comiBittee  be  directed  to  iBcfoire 
hito  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to 
hold  persons  who  remote  from  one  station  or  circuit  to 
another  responsible  to  the  society  from  which  they  re- 
move until  they  have  miited  elsewhere.** 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford  and  N.  White,  it  was 
resolved,  ^*  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  <^  so  altering  the  rule  of  Dis^ 
cipline,  part  1,  chap.  3,  sec.  4,  ans.  4o  ques.  2,  page  86, 
as  to  give  discretionary  power  to  the  preacher  in  admit-  ^Jjjj^*"*** 
ttng  persons  to  love-feasts  who  have  had  the  privilege 
twice  or  thrice." 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Petherbridge  and  J.  S.  Porter  the 
following  was  adopted :— *- 

**  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  have  ^5?^[lSSSl 
the  privilege  of  presenting  in  rotation  any  proposed  altera-  to  ftiSrDuSr 
tion  in  the  Discipline."  "*" 

Conference  then,  on  motion,  adjourned  to  meet  to-mor» 
row  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  8. 

Conference  met  puitauant  to  adjoamnmnt.  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exer* 
cises  by  brother  Early. 

The  President  announced  the  following  committees^ 
nam^y : — 

On  the  Mode  of  receiving  Ministers  of  other  Denom- 
inations:— Peter  P.  Sandford,  Charka  Co^l,  William 
J.  Parks. 

On  the  Trial  of  Superannuated  Preachers  residing  with- 
out the  Bounds  of  the  Conferences  to  which  th^y  Mong: 
—Robert  Paine,  J.  6.  Sanson,  Fitch  Reed,  Abraham  D. 
Merrill,  William  Murrah. 

On  the  Course  of  Study  for  Candidates: — Lovick 
Pierce,  John  Dempster,  William  B.  Christie,,  Nonral 
Wilson,  Levi  Scott. 

On  the  American  Bible  Socity  :*^Noah  Levings,  Fre- 
derick Upham,  £.  H.  Pilcher. 

£.  W.  Stickney,  in  place  gof  Jose|^  Castle,  on  the 
Committee  in  the  case  of  William  Heath. 

Committee  on  the  Letter  of  Robert  Emory :-— Joseph 
Holdich,  Edwin  Dorsey,  Manly  Tooker. 

On  Periodical  for  Females : — ^L.  L.  Hamline,  David 
Preston,  Chas.  W.  Carpenter,  George  F.  Pierce,  Rufus 
G.  Bailey.  , 

On  motion  of  E.  Robinson,  the  regular  order  of  business' 
was  suspended  to  enable  him  to  offiMr  the  following  xeso- 
tion,  viz. : — 
•  **  Whereas,  m  copy  of  she  Jsureals  of  the  Maine  Annual 
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Cooferenee  has  not  been  forwarded  to  tbis  Comfemio^,  aa 
required  by  the  Discipline,  (see  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  page  2d  ^) 
and  whereas,  two  of  the  standing  committees  (viz.,  on 
£piscopacy  and  Itinerancy)  are  embarrassed  in  the  pro-' 
secution  of  the  duties  assigned  them  for  the  want  of  said 
Jbnmals ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be«  and  hereby  is,  au- 
thorized to  request,  by  letter,  Rev.  G.  F.  Cox,  of  Portland, 
Secretary  of  the  Maine  Conference,  to  forward,  forthwith, 
to  this  Conference,  said  Journals  of  the  Maine  Annual 
Conference,  or  a  copy  of  the  same ;  and  that  the  expense 
be  paid  by  the  Maine  Conference. 

£.   RoSINSONx 

M.  Hii,L.'' 

The  above  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  call  was  then  made  according  to  rule,  and  the  fol^ 
owing  papers  presented  and  referred,  viz.  i-r^ 

Nmo-England  Cor^erence. — P.  Crandall  presented  the 
resolution  of  this  Conference,  desihng  that  such  altera- 
tion may  be  made  in  the  Discipline  as  will  authorize  the 
Episcopacy  to  appoint  travelling  preachers  as  agents  of 
benevolent  and  literary  institutions. 

And  also,  so  to  alter  the  Discipline  as  to  prevent  the 
Bishops  from  transforring  a  preacher  from  one  Confer* 
ence  to  another,  without  his  consent,  and  that  of  the  Con- 
ferenee  to  which  he  is  traiieferred. 

Both  the  above  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Epiaeepacy. 

£.  W.  Stiokney  presented  a  memorial  on  slavery.  Re« 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  petitie»  for  a  change  in  the  mode  ef  appointing 
Piesi^ng  Elders. 

Ako^  a  j^etition  pragriag  for  a  moderate  Episcopacy. 

The  two  last  were  referred  to  the  Conmiitiee  on  Epis<* 


Ake,  &  petition  iti  favonf  ef  »  lay  delegaiioB  to  the 
Greneral  Conference. 

Oti  motion,  this  was  laid  on  the  table. 

O.  Scott  presented  memorials  ftom  Lowell,  HoUisten^ 
SqfDaie  Pelld,  We3rmouth,  tfantueket,  Charlemont,  Green- 
field, Gill,  and  Ipswich,  pria3ning  for  a  moderate  Episco^ 
paey.  Also,  memorials  from  the  same  places,  in  refer- 
ence to  a  change  in  the  ntiode  of  appointing  Presiding 
Ciders.     Referred  to  the  Committee  oil  Episcopacy. 

Also,  memorials  from  the  same  places,  and  from  Norths 
field  and  Leyden,  praying  for  a  lay  representation  in  the 
QeiiOTal  ConforencOb 

On  motion,  these  petitions  were  laid  on  (ke  table  fo  the 
present. 

J.  A.  Merrill  pi^ftented  a^  meEvimal  from  Webster,  od 
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^e  siiY^eetdfa  lay  delegation  in  the  QeneralGdnference.  ^Mttion,  im- 
Uid  cm  the  table.  "~^  ^ 

O,  Scott  presented  a  petition  from  Ipswich  on  slaveiy; 
Referred  to  th.e  Committee  on  Slavery.  ' 

P.  Crandall  presented  the  appeal  of  Daniel  Doroheeter, 
pf  the  New^Engknd  Conference.  Laid  on  the  tabl^,  and 
made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday  next 

Mwie  C(mf(frence,''^E,  Robinson  presented  a  memorial 
iron  Kents^iUe  and  Greenfield  circoits,  on  slavery.  Re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Bn  C.  Bailey  presented  a  memorial  from  Exeter  eir^ 
euit  on  slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Pittsburg  dmferenoe,"^.  Cook  presentiid  a  communi- 
cation from  Alleghen3rtowny  desiring  the  General  Coaler^ 
«nce  to  hold  its  next  session  in  Pittsburg.  Laid  on  the 
table.  ' 

F.  M.  Hudson  presented  petitions  from  several  travnU 
ling  preachers  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  respecting  the 
division  of  said  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

O.  Scott,  of  New^England  Conference,  presented  a 
petition  from  Bamesviile  circuit  on  slavery.  Referred  te 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.      .         t     . 

Michigan  Conference. — H.  Coldazer  presented  the  re-         ^      . 
solutions  of  the  Michigan  Annual  jConference,  agreeing  '  .^ 

unanimously  with  the  New- York  resolutions  in  favour  ^ 
inserting  Mr.  Wesle3r's  rule  in  the  Discipline,  respecting 
spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Teoi* 
perance. 

Also,  die  resolution  of  said  Conference  dissenting  from 
the  New-England  Confereaee  resolution  on  the.snbjeoi 
of  slavery,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-five  to  one. 

Genesee  Conference, — G.  Filmore  presented  a  coramuni*- 
eation  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.^  asking  General  Conference 
to  hold  its  next  session  in  that  city.  Laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

M.  Tooker  presented  a  petition  from  Canandaigna  cir-. 
cttit,  on  slavery.     Referred  <6  the  Coralntttee  on  JSlavery, 

O.  Scott,  of  New-England  Conferenoe,  presented  a  pe- 
tition from  Seneca  Falls^  in  favour  of  a  lay  delegation. 
Laid  on  the  toble. 

Ohio  Cottferenee, — J.  Young  presented  a  communioi^ 
tion  respecting  the  Female  Seminary,  Worthington,  Ohia  *  '" 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

J.  P.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Western 
Methodist  Historical  Society.     Read,  and  referr^  to  a  . 
select  eommittee  i^  three. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Portsmouth,  Ohio,  req>eGting  the 
boundaries  of  the  Ohio  Conference.  Referred  to  the 
Cnaimittee  on  Boundarieii.   - 
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Miesowri  Cct^enMee,-*-4euBe  Green  presented  Amt  p6^ 
tition  of  R.  Aldridge,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  pay^ 
ment  for  books  which  were  lost  on  coDTejance;.  Refer* 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Coocem. 

Jndimia  C(mfirehce,'-^A.  Wiley  presented  a  momomi 
from  Quarterly  Mdethig  Conference,  New-Albany,  inviting 
the  General  Conferenee  to  hold  its  iMXt  session  in  the 
iei^  of  Louisyille,  Kentucky.     Laid  on  the  table. 

.£,  S.  Sevier  presented  a  resolution  of  Holston  Confer- 
ence,  praying  that  Rev.  C.  Fulton  be  exonerated  from  « 
(|laim  held  against  him  by  the  Book  Agents,  for  one  thou* 
sand  Almanacs,  which  did  not  come  till  near  the  close  of 
Ae  year  for  whieh  they  wer^  published.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Book  ConceAi. 

JN'orth  Carolina  Confirenoe. — H^.  G.  Liei^  presented 
die  resolution  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference,  non- 
ooncuning  in  the  New-Yo^k  resolution  in  fayour  of  in- 
serting Mr.  Wesley's  rule  is  the  Discipline,  respecting 
spirituous  liquors,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  Vtremtf^ 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  resolutioiis  of  said  Conference,  unanimously  dis- 
senting from  the  New-England  Conference  resolutions  oil 
slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  en  Slavery. 

BaUimore  CaiR/er4nee, — N.  Wilson  presented  a  eommu- 
aieation  from  Rev.  T.  B.  Sargent,  member  of  the  BakK 
mpre  Conferenee,  in  reference  to  an  appropriation  of  sixty 
dollars,  made  by  the  General  Conference  of  1836^  to  de- 
fray his  expenses  to  and  from  Cincinnati,  he  being  Assist* 
ant  Secretary  of  that  body ;  which  act  of  the  Conferenee 
as  well  as  his  acceptance  of  the  money,  had  been  matters 
of  censure.  To  quiet  the  whole,  he  offered  to  refund  the 
amount,  principal  and  interest,  to  the  BodL  Room,  and 
fbr  that  purpose  presented  a  cl^eckxm  the  Franklin  Blink, 
in  favonrof  T.  Mason  and  G.  Lane,  for  seventy •rfowr  dol* 
lars  and  forty  cents. 

It  was  moved  to  accept  the  amount,  and  pay  it  over  to 
the  Book  Agents. 

Moved  to  lay  tMs  on  the  table.     Carried. 

N.  Bangs  then  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

^  Resohed,  That,  highly  appreciating  the  sendees  of 
brother  T.  B.  Sargent,  this  Conference  decline  accepting 
iiis  offer  to  refund  them  the  money  paid  him  .  for  his  tra- 
velliBg  expenses  to  the  last  General  Copferenee ;  and 
that  the  thanks  of  this  Conferenee  be  presented  to  him  fer 
Jbis  services  as  Assistant  Secretary  to  tbs  Genetal  Confef- 
isnce  of  1836." 

On  which  a  rising  vote  was  taken,  and  the  resolution 
nftanimonsly  adopted. 

E.  Dorsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the  stewards  and 
others  of  Westmoreland  circuit,  Baltimore  GoBteeneo^ 
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oonqplainiiig  of  the  action  of  die  Baltimore  Anniial  Confer-   ^ 
eace,  in  reAising  to  elect  to  ordination  local  preacben,  en 
the  single  ground  of  their  being  slaveholders. 

The  memorial  >eas  read,  and  ineffeetuai  efbrts  made  to  tatinnd  to  a*- 
procure  other  reference.     After  disouasion  it  waa,  on  mo-    So^ofSlS!*"    ^ 
tion,  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  nine  to  consider 
fad  report  thereon. 

Philadelphia  Conference, — ^H.  White  presented  the  re- 
solution of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  concurring  una- 
nimously  in  the  N.  York  resdiutions  in  favour  of  inserting 
19  the  Discipline  Mr.  Weslejr's  rule  respecting  spirituous 
liquors.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperaacoi 

Also,  resdution  of  said  Conference  dissenting,  unaio- 
mously,  from  the  N.  England  Conference  respecting 
slavery.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  resolutions  respecting  centenary  subscriptions. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Centenary  Subscriptions. 

Also,  the  appeals  of  James  Smith,  senV,  and  Jnmes 
y.  Potts,  of  the  Philaddphia  Conference.  Laid  on  die 
table. 

M.  Sorin  moved  to  refer  all  the  acts  of  the  Annual 
Conferences  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  the  committee  of 
nine  raised  on  the  petition  from  Westmoreland  circuit, 
Baltimore  Conference. 

Moved  to  amend,  by  referring  to  the  Committee  on  Itine- 
vancy. 

A  motion  wan  then  made  to  lay  the  whole  spbject  on 
the  table,  which  prevailed. 

Jno.  Early  offered  ihe  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  word  '  presiding'  be  stricken  out 
of  sec.  5,  and  last  line  of  4th  answer  to  fid  question,  page 
29,  of  edition  of  1636,'* — which  was  read,  and,  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  mover,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of  B.  M.  Drake,  "  Resolved,  That  after  Mon- 
day, the  1 1th  inst,  this  Conference  will  receive  no  more 
petitions  or  memorials,  without  special  order.**    Adopted. 

On  motion  of  S.  Lucke^,  it  was  Resolved,  *'  That  a  Oomam^ 
committee  of  five  be  appointed,  to  whom  all  memorials 
and  petitions  on  the  subject  of  lay  representation,  the 
choice  of  Presiding  Eiders,  and  a  modification  of  the 
Episcopacy,  shall  be  referred ;  and  that  the  papers  on 
these  subjects  already  received,  and  referred  to  other  com- 
mittees, be  withdrawn,  and  referred  to  said  contmittee." 

On  motion,  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  above  resolu- 
tion were  taken  up  and  referred  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  the 
Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business  be,  and 
hereby  are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so 
esqplaining  chop.  2,  sec.  7,  1st  answer  to  the  question. 
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as  to  harmonize  the  adminietration  of  the  rule,  and  re- 
port/' Referred  to  the  Committee  on  ReTiftal  and  Unfin- 
ished Business. 

S.  Luckey  offered  the  followii^g  resolution  : — 
"  Resolved,  That  the  2d  answer  to  the  3d  question,  4th 
sec.  of  chap.  1  of  the  Discipline,  page  26,  be  amended  hj 
inserting  after  the  words  '  seamen,'  '  and  prisoners  in  our 
public  prisons,  and  chaplains  to  military  posts,'  so  as  to 
read, '  those  preachers  that  may  be  appointed  td  labour 
for  the  special  benefit  of  seamen,  of  prisoners  in  our  pri* 
sons,  and  chi^lains  to  military  posts.'"  Laid  on  the  table. 
'  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  resolution  adopted  yester- 
day, by  which  the  Annual  Conferences  were  to  be  called 
in  order  for  alterations  in  the  Discipline,  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

E.  Dorsey  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 
*'  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  x 
Revisal  be  directed  to  that  part  of  our  Discipline  found  in 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  page  89,  which  provides  that  if  a  preacher 
shall  differ  in  judgment  from  the  majority  of  a  committee 
concerning  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  an  accused  person, 
he  may  refer  the  case  to  the  ensuing  Quarterly  Meeting  ' 
Conference  ;  and  that  said  committee  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  rule  in  ques- 
tion as  td  secure  to  the  accused  person  Uie  right  of  appeal 
to  the  Quarterly  Me^eting  Conference," — which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished 
Business. 

N.  Bangs  offered  some  resolutions,  (see  page  43.) 
While  the  first  was  under  discussion  the  Conference  ad- 
journed, to  meet  to-morrow  morning  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock. 
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Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and  was 
opened  by  brother  Luckey. 

The  chair  annc^noed  the  Allowing  committees  :— 

On  the  Memorial  from  Westmoreland  Circuit : — Henry 
B.  fiasco^),  Charles  Pitman,  Joseph  Lybrand,  B.  M. 
Drake,  F.  £.  Pitts,  Adam  Poe,  Samuel  Brison,  Charles 
Betts,  Sherman  Miner. 

On  Petitions  for  a  Lay  Delegation,  &c. : — ^William 
Winans,  George  Gary,  Moses  Brock,  John  T.  Mitchell, 
William  C.  Larrabee. 

'   Reports  from  standing  and   select  committees  were 
called  for  by  the  President. 

John  Early,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  with  resolutions  adverse  to 
the  memorial  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference,  praying 
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tlie  appointmeBt  of  a  Bishop  to  raperintend  that  section 
of  die  work,  but  requiring  one  of  the  Bishops  to  nsit  Af- 
rica, before  the  next  General  Conference. 

Bishop  Hedding  made  some  remarks  in  allusion  to  the 
request  of  the  last  General  Conference  upon  this  subject, 
and  desiring  that  final  action  upon  the  repoit  be  deferred 
mitil  the  J^piscopacj  have  had  some  further  consultation 
respecting  the  matter.  On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  ^e  re- 
port was  laidion  the  table. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisd,  made 
a  report  in  reference  to  certain  reports  of  the  Committee 
on  Revisal,  of  ^e  Conference  of  1836,  which  had  not 
been  acted  upon  by  that  body.     The  report  was  adopted. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  committee,  directing  a 
committee  of  trial,  as  in  ease  of  other  immoralities,  to 
those  who  fail  in  business,  and  are  charged  with  be- 
having dishonestly,  in  addition  to  the  Committee  6f  la- 
Apectiop.  ' 

After  the  report  had  been  read  by  the  chairman,  a 
motion  was  made  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of  reports 
by  the  Secretary,  unless  called  for  by  the  Conference. 
It  was  moved  to  amend,  by  requiring  both  the  chairman 
and  Secretary  to  read  reports.  It  was  then  moved  to  lay 
t)ie  motion  and  amendment  on  the  table,  which  prevailedJ 

After  this  the  report  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on* 
the  table  for  the  present. 

Also,  a  report  from  the  same  committee,  unfavourable 
to  such  change  in  the  Discipline  as  will  permit  the  Bishops 
to  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  circuit  or  station  for 
three  years  successively!  The  report  was  read,  and  a 
motion  made  for  its  adoption,  which  elicited  considerable 
discussion,  pending  which  J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend 
the  report  by  striking  out  the  following  words :  "  that  they 
hav&  taken  the  subject  into  ^  consideration,  and  are  t>f 
opinion  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  such 
alteration  would  be  advisable."  After  an  animated  de-» 
bate»  the  amendment  was  adopted.  N.  Bangs  moved 
further  to  amend  the  report  by  strilfing  out  the  words, 
'*  the  most  talented  and  useful."  Carried.  The  report  aa 
amended  was  then  'adopted,  and  reads  \m  follows^ 
namely  :— 

**In  onr  opinion,  the  present  plan  is  better  calculated 
to  difiuse  the  influence  of  our  ministers  more  generally 
among  our  people." 

Also,  a  report!  from  the  same  committee,  concluding 
with  a  resolution,  requesting  the  Bishops  to  prepare  ex- 
planatory notes  to  the  Discipline,  to  be  reported  to  the 
next  General  Conference.  The  report  was  read,  and  oii 
motion  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  the 
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chairmen  df  committees  do  not  read  to  the  Conference  the 
reports  presented  by  them." 

Bishop  Hedding  presented  a  memoriar  complaining  of 
certain  acts  of  an  Annual  Conference,  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  five,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon.  On  motion,  this  committee  was  appointed 
by  nomination,  and  N.  Bangs,  W.  H.  Raper,  Geo.  Peck, 
John  Pempster,  and  John  Early,  were  severally  nomi- 
nated and  appointed.  On  motion,  Bishop  Hedding  was 
respectfully  requested  to  make  to  the  above  committee 
the  communication  indicated  in  his  memorial. 

Bishop  Waugh  introduced  the  Rev.  Egerton  Ryersdn, 
of  the  Canada  Conference. 

On  motion  of  N.  Ba^igs,  the  regular  order  of  business 
was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  resolutions 
heretofore  submitted  respecting  superaqnuated  preachers, 
living  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Conferences  to  which  they 
belong.  The  paper  was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Noil-Resident  Superannuated  Travelling 
Preachers. 

The  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  &c.,  was  then  renewed. 

NeuhEngland  Conference, — J.  A.  Merrill  presented  a 
petition  from  Duxbury,  Massachusetts,  on  the  subject  of 
slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Aliso; 
a  petition  from  the  same  place,  with  respect  to  a  lay 
delegation  to  the  General  Conference.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  for  a  Lay  Delegation,  ^c. 

F.  Upham  presented  a  petition  from  Fairhavcn,  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

El  W.  Stickney  presented  petitions  from  Provincetown, 
on  slavery.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 
Also,  a  petition  from  the  same  place,  praying  for  a  mode- 
rate episcopacy,  and  for  a  change  in  the  mode  of  appoint* 
ing  presiding  elders.  Referred  to  committee  raised  on 
these  two  subjects. 

NexD-hampshire  Corrferenee, — S.  Chamberlain  presented 
petitions  from  Kingston  circuit,  and  Sand  Town  station, 
praying  General  Conference  not  to  pass  any  rule  to  pre- 
vent the  investigation  or  disctission  of  the  subject  of 
slavery,  or  any  other  question  involving  great  moral  prin- 
ciples, by  our  preachers  and  people.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

J.  Templeton  presented  a  memorial  from  Chelsea, 
Vermont,  of  similar  character,  which  received  the  same 
reference. 

Also,  the  appeal  of  Jonas  Sc6tt,  from  the  decision  of 
that  Conference,  by  which  he  was  located  without  his 
consent.     Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

PitUburg  Conference.—^,  Cooke  presented  a  resolution 


irom  tldt  Amniid  Coiofeareiice,  coneHnring  imatoiBKrasly 
with  the  Ohio  Conferenoe,  against  drawing  on  the  Book 
Conoem  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  ddegatee  to 
the  Generai  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Expenses; 

Also  the  ooncnnence  of  said  Conference,  by  a  t^ote  of 
ninety  to  font,  in  faTOur  of  Mr.  .Wesley's  rule  on  spirito- 
oiis  liquors.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  the  same  Conference,  dissentimr 
by  a  vote  of  eighty-seven  to  five  from  the  Newf England 
Conference  resolution,  on  the  subject  of  slarery.  Re^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Efie  Comfwenct, — J.  Chandler  presented  the  nnanimont 
concurrence  of  this  Conference  in  the  resolution  of  the 
New- York  Conference  on  Mr.  Wesley's  rule.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  said  Conference  in  the 
New-England  resolution  on  skvery,  by  a  vote  of  eii^jTh 
fldx  to, three.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  statement  respecting  the  Centenary  Fund  of 
that  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Cento^ 
nary  Snbscrriptions. 

Black  River  Conference, — 6.  Baker  Resented  a  nie> 
inorial  on  slavery  from  MexicoviUe.  Referred  to  tbm 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

Oneida  Conference. — Elias  Bowen  presented  two  bm^ 
moriale  from  Madison  and  one  from  Morrisvilie  on  slavery. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Z.  Paddock  presented  petitions  from  New-Y<Hrk  Milki 
on  temperance  and  slavery.  Referred  to  the  appropriate 
oommitees. 

Ohio  Conference. — J.  Young  presented  a  paper  relating 
to  the  Blendon  Young  Men's  Seminary.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education. 

Missouri  Cwrference.-^k.  Mnnroe  presented  the  vote  of 
unanimous  non-concurrenee  in  the  New-England  resoln^ 
don  on  slavery.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Indianm  Conferenoe. — C.  W.  Ruter  presented  a  vote  if 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  New% 
York  Conference,  on  the  insertion  of  Mr.  Wesley's  riltai 
on  spirituous  liquors — scrventy-nine  votes.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Temperance.  Also,  the  unanimous  noD* 
coneorrence,  by  eighty-*one  votes^  of  this  Confetence  ifl 
the  New-Eingland  Conference  resdution  on  slavery] 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Hoisto^  Conference. — E.  S.  Sevier  presented  the  nnaai^ 
mous  vote,  (forty-one  votes,)  in  concurrence  with  Newt 
York  Conference,  in  favour  of  inserting  Mr.  Wesley's 
role  on  spirituous  'liquors.  Referred  to  Committee  mk 
Temperance. 


NrnD-JtrteyCar^ertna,"^,  W.  Pekh^rbridge  pmented 
Ihe  ccmcunence;  by  a  vote  of  seyenty-six  to  four,  in  thd 
New- York  resdution  on  Mr.  Wesley^  rule.  Rjefenred 
^  to  Committee  <xa  Temperance.  Also,  a  vote  of  unammous 
dissent  from  the  New-England  Conference  resolution  oa 
mlarery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  caU  up  two  resolutions  respecting 
appeals  heretofore  submitted.  On  motion  they  were 
called  up,  and  refersed  to  the  Revisal  Committee. 

On  motion  of  C.  W.  Ruter  and  £.  Bowen,  it  was  re- 
scued, ''That  so  muph  of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  relates  to 
the  admission  of  members  into  our  Chnrch  from  among 
other  denominations,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Mode  of  receiving  Ministers  of  other  Denominations." 
^  On  motion  of  J.  A.  CoUins  and  J.  B.  Houghialing,  it 
was  resolved  to  instruct  the  Committee  on  Revisal  to  inr 
fuire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Discipline, 
(chap.  1,  sec.  4,  ans.  2  to  ques.  3,)  as  after  the  wotd 
"superintendence"  to  insert,  "  Provided  no  probationer 
in  an  Annual  Conference  be  appointed  to  any  college  or 
seminary." 

On  motion  of  R.  W.  Petherbridge  and  S.  Luckey,  the 
Committee  on  Revisal  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  probationary  term  of  a  traveUing 
preacher  from  two  to  four  years,  (p.  38,  Dis.)  This  pro- 
jposal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  of  brother  Luckey,  respect* 
ing  the  continuance  of  preachers  in  military  stations  and 
oiher  cases  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years,  were  taken 
iqp,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

C.  Sherman  and  S.  Miner  submitted  the  following, 
wiiich  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  :^— 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  be  re- 
quested to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  adding  the  fol- 
lowing items  to  the  list  of  duties  of  those  who  have  charge 
<^  circuits,  Disci[^ne,  sec.  9,  page  40« 

'*  1.  To  enter  in  a  book  pro\^ed  for  the  purpose  the 
names  of  persons  admitted  on  trial,  with  the  date  of  such 
admission,  and  also  the  time  of  their  being  received  intp 
full  memberlship. 

"  2.  To  keep  a  regular  church Tegister,  consisting  of  the 
names  of  all  the  members  in  his  charge.  Of  admissions 
by  certificate,  of  the  baptism  of  adults  and  of  children,  of 
removals  by  certificate,  of  deaths  and  expulsions. 

''  3.  To  enter  in  a  separate  book  the  names  of  persona 
joined  together  in  matrimony  by  himself  and  cqlleagues, 
with  accompanjring  dates." 

Moved  by  the  same,  to  instruct  the  same  committer  on 
tlM  expediency  of  striking  out  from  Discipline,  sec.  3, 
p.  164,  under  the  question,  "  What  are  the  duties  of  stew- 
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arda?"  the  phrase,  *'  ta  register  the  marriages  and  bap- 
tisms." 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  Monday 
morning,  half-past  eight  o'clock^ 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  11. 

,  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjoupiment,  and  was 
opened  by  reading  the  word  ot  God,  singing  and  prayer, 
by  brother  James  M'Mahon.     Bishop  Morris  in  the  chaii. 

B.  M,  Drake  presented  the  certificate  of  election  of  i.M.Hoi]«id«f 
John  M.  Holland  as  a  delegate  to  this  body,  which  was    ^^^mImW-. 
read,  and  brother  Holland  took  his  seat. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee  on  the  com.  «jWej 
memorial  of  the  Western  Historical  Society :'— Joseph  S.    tSomvf, 
Tomlinson,  Manly  Tooker,  John  A,  Collins. 

•  T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revise],  pr^  ^cSSSk  **"" 
sented  a  report  proposing  to  amend  the  rule  requiring    BeviMl.No.^^ 
arbitration  between  members  of  our  church  concerning  the 
payment  of  debts.    Read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Also,  a  report  recommending  sundry  specified  alterations  No.  s. 
in  the  Discipline.    Read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

On  motion  of* William  Capers,  Conference  resolved  to 
suspend  the  resolutions  forbidding  chairmen  of  committees 
to  read  reports  presented  by  them,  to  enable  the  chairman 
of  Committee  on  Revisal  to  read  the  reports  of  that 
committee. 

The  President  ciJled  for  memorials,,  petitions,  dtc.  ^tSruto^***"* 

Main*  Conference, — William  C.  Larrabee  presented  a  pstitioBs,  mo- 
memorial  from  Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary.  Refened  to.  tetioM,  *c.  . 
Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

NetD-Hampshire  Conferenee^ — J.  Perkins  presented  the 
concurrence  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference  in  the  re- 
solution of  the  New-England  Conference  concerning  — ' 
slaveiy.  Refex:red  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also, 
the  unanimous  concurrence  of  that  Conference  with  the 
New- York  Conference  on  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Weslejr's 
rule  on  spirituous  liquors,  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
voting  in  favour.  Referred  to  ihe  Committee  on  Teip- 
perance. 

Troy  Conference. — ^J.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  reso- 
lutions of  unanimous  concurrence  with  the  New-York 
Conference  on  restoring  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  spihtuous 
liquors. 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Troy  Conference  in  ^ 

the  New-England  Conference  resolution  on  slavery. 
Referred  to  C^amittee  on  Slavery. 

Black  River  Cafrference*r-^Qt.  Ba](er  presented  the  boot 
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cotteurrence  of  tliat  Conference  in  Ncw-England  reiiohi- 
tion  on  slavery.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Bishop  Hedding  presetlted  the  memorial  of  H.  Baltlett 
of  the  New- York  Conference,  complaining  that  it  had 
withheld  his  legal  claim  as  a  superannuated  preacher. 
Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

N.  Bangs  presented  a  communication  from  Rev.  R.  R. 
Gmrley,  Secretary  of  the  American  Colonization  Society, 
which  was  read,  and  on  motion  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five.  ' 

Ohio  Conference. — ^William  H.  Raper  presented  a  sealed 
document,  which,  on  motion,  was  opened  by  the  Secretary, 
and  proved  to  be  a  memorial  on  slavery,  a  copy  of  which  had 
been  presented  before.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

lUmois  Confsrence. — ^John  T.  Mitchell  presented  the 
unanimous  non-concurrence  of  that  Conference,  ninety- 
five  voting,  in  the  New-England  Conference  resolution 
Qtk  slavery.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Kentucky  Conference. — T.  N.  Ralston  presented  the  con- 
eurrence  of  that  Conference  with  the  New-York  Confer- 
ence, for  restoring  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  spirituous  liquors. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance.  The  vote  of  the 
Kentucky  Conference  on  this  resolution  was  seventy-sir 
to  one. 

Also,  the  said  Conference,  dissenting  unanimously, 
seventy-nine  voting,  from  the  New-England  Conference 
resolution  on  slavery.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  resolutions  of  same  Conference,  instructing  their 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference  to  use  their  efforts 
to  procure  certain  alterations  in  ithe  Discipline.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Re visal. 

Mississippi  Con/«WM?«.— William  Winans  presented 
resolutions,  dissenting  frojn  the  New- York  Conference 
(by  a  vote  of  thirty-eight  to  eleven)  in  favour  of  restoring 
Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to 
Temperance  Committee. 

Alabama  Conference.-^l^shop  Morris  presented  papers 
in  reference  to  the  late  Dr.  Kennon's  book  business. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Georgia  Conference. — L.  Pierce  presented  a  resolution 
of  that  Conference,  dissenting  (by  a  vote  of  thirty-six  to 
twenty-eight)  from  the  New- York  Conference  resolution 
on  restoritig  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  spirituous  liquors. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Also,  the  unanimous  non-concurrence,  sixty-four  votings 
in  the  New-England  Conference  resolution  on  slavery". 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  the  concurrence  of  that  Conference  with  the 
Ohio  Conference  in  recommending,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-six 
t^  one,  th#  General  Conference  not  to  defray  the  expenses 
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of  delegates  from  tbe  Book  Concern.    Referred  to  Com- 
mittee  on  Eipenses. 

BaUimore  Corrference.-^John  A.   Collins  presented  ft  letter  i 
commnnication  from  Dr.  Bond,  sen.,  wiA  respect  to  mis-    ""^ 
sions  in  Southern  Africa.    Read,  and  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

8.  G.  Roszel  presented  the  concnrrence  of  this  Confer- 
ence with  the  Ohio  Conference,  in  recommending,  hy  a 
rote  of  ninety-seven  yeas,  and  twenty>4wo  nays,  to  the- 
General  Conference,  not  to  draw  on'  the  Book  Concern  to 
defray  the  ezlpenses  of  their  delegates.  ^ 

A.  N.  Filmore  presented  resolutions  of  the  Genesee 
Oonf^ence  dissenting  from  the  New-England  Conference     ^^, 
on  slavery,  by  a  vote  of  sixty  to  thirty.    Referred  to 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

A.  Monroe  presented  resolutions  of  concurrence  from 

-the  Missouri  Conference  in  the  New-York  Conference 

resolution  in  favour  of  restoring  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on 

ardent  spirits,  forty-nine  votes  in  favour,  and  none  op* 

posed.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance. 

W.  Winans  presented  resolutions  of  the  Mississippi 
Conference  dissenting  from  the  Ohio  Conference  (by 
twenty-nine  to  one)  on  the  expenses  of  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Expenses. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  Conference  called  up  the  fbl-  l>r.  luigs'  i«- 
lowing  preamble  and  resolutions,  submitted  by  him  on  ^1^^^.  ^ 
Friday  last,  and  then  partially  discussed -s — 

*^  Whereas  the  book  of  Discipline,  in  consequence  of 
alterations  and  amendments  from  time  to  time,  has  be- 
come obscure  in  some  places,  and  apparently  contra- 
dictory in  others ;  therefore,  resolved, 

"  1.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  in  the  interval  of  the  General  Conference,  to 
revise  the  Discipline,  and  adjust  the  several  parts,  so 
as  f&  make  them  harmonize  one  with  another;  removB 
obscurities,  by  correcting  the  ph^eology  without  alter- 
ing the  sense ;  and  to  prepare  a  copious  alphabetical 
index  to  the  whole ;  and  when  the  revision  is  com^- 
pleted,  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  shall  publish  a 
specimen  edition,  sufficiently  large  to  furnish  each  dele- 
gate to  the  next  General  Conference  with  a  copy;  t6 
whom  it  shall  be  submitted  to  be  disposed  of  as  ther  • 
General  Conference  may  see  fit  and  right. 

•*  2.  That  our  Editor  be,  and  is  hereby  instructed,  to  pre*- 
pare  a  full  and  perfect  index  to  the  Discipline,\o  be  pub- 
lished with  the  next  edition ;  and  that  the  agents  be,  and 
hereby  are,  directed  to  pilblish  an  edition  of  the  same  in 
an  octavo  form,  with  a  large  and  clear  type,  for  the  use 
of  churches  and  dd  people,  and  others  who  may  prefer  it ;  ' 
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and  that  the  agents  be  requested  to  fornish  it  to  churchy 
at  wholesale  prices,  which  shall  be  as  low  as  it  can  b^ 
offered." 

J.  H.  Power  moved  the  following  substitute  for  the  first 
resolution :— r"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal 
be  instructed  so  to  alter  any  language  in  the  Discipline,  if 
necessary,  as  to  reconcile  any  apparent  discrepancies,  and 
recommend  any  other  alterations  that  may  occur  to  them 
in  their  examination,  in  any  part  of  the  Discipline  subject 
to  revisal,  so  as  to  leSid  to  the  better  understanding  thereof 
and  to  harmonize  the  administration ;  and  report  the  same 
at  their  earliest  convenience  to  this  Conference." 

The  first  resolution  was  then  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 
A  motion  to  lay  brother  Power's  resolution  on  the  table 
was  bst ;  and  the  question  recurring  on  the  original  reso- 
lution, it,  also,  was  lost. 

The  second  Resolution  was  read,  and  amended.  It  was 
then  divided^  and  adopted  as  follows : — 

"  Resolved,That  our  Editor  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  instruct- 
ed to  prepare  a  more  perfect  index  to  the  Discipline  in 
alphabetical  order,  to  be  published  with  the  next  edition 
of  the  Discipline ;  and  that  the  Agents  be»  and  hereby 
are,  directed  to  publish  an  edition  of  the  same  in  a  12  mo. 
form,  with  a  large  and  clear  type,  for  the  use,  of  churches 
and  old  people,  or  others  who  may  prefer  it,  and  that  the 
Agenls  be  requested  to  furnish  it  at  the  wholesale  price  to 
Churches,  which  shall  be  as  low  as  it  can  be  afforded." 

C.  W.  Ruter  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Indiana  Con- 
ference, concurring  with  the  Ohio  Conference  in  relation 
to  the  expenses  6f  the  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

J.  Perkins  presented  resolutions  of  the  N.  Hampshire 
Conference  dissenting  from  the  Ohio  Conference  in  the 
above  matter.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

J.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Troy 
Conference  concurring  with  the  Ohio  Conference,  as  above. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Expenses. 

William  Winans  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Missis- 
sippi Conference  respecting  an  alteration  in  the  rule  of 
Piscipline,  chap.  2,  sec.  8,  so  as  to  make  it  prohibit  the 
manufacture,  purchase,  or  sale  of  ardent  spirits,  except  for 
medical  purposes.  Twenty-one  for,  and  twenty  against 
the  motion.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

T.  Spicer  offered  three  resolutions,  proposing  amend- 
ments and  alterations  in  our  Discipline,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

When  these  had  been  referred,  L.  L.  Hamline  moved 
to  take  up  the  report,  laid  on  the  table  by  the  last  General 
Conference,  on.  a  "  Theological  Library."  Moved  to  lay 
this  resolution  on  the  table;   and  while  this  motion  was 
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pending,  the  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  12. 

Conference  met,  piarsuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
by  brother  Winane. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee,  on  the  Commmea  <m 
communication  of  the  "  American  Colonization  Society  :**    JSj^f.****^ 
John  Early,  Nathan  Bangs,   Qlezen  Filmore,  John  F. 
Wright,  and  L.  L.  Hamline. 

Joseph  Holdich  was  released  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Letter  of  Robert  Emory,  and  Peter  Akers  appointed  . 
in  his  place. 

John  A.  Collins  was  released  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Historical  Society,  and  Edwin  Dorsey  appointed  in 
his  place. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  regular  order  of  business  '^KSSo^^*' 
was  suspended,  to  enable  him  to  present  the  appeal  of 
William  Hiniston,  who  had  been  located  by  the  Baltimore 
Conference  without  his  consent.  The  appeal  was  then 
presented,  and  referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  case  of  William  Heath. 

The  President  called  for  the  reports  of  standing  and 
srieet  committees.  * 

John  Early,  chairman  of^  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  ^Jf*cJ,J!J2i 
presented  the  following  report,^  which  on  motion  was  onBpiaoivur. 
i^opted : — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
North  Carolina  and  Virginia  Conferences,  praying  the 
General  Conference  to  make  it  the  duty  of  our  superin*- 
lendents  to  supply  the  station  at  Randolph  Macon  College, 
alternately  from  these  Conferences,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution :  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  .the  prayer^  of  the  petitioners.  Respectfully  sub- 
mittedy  John  Earlt,  Chairman. 

"  BaUimore,  May  12,  1840.'' 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  presented  l^^i^  l***^** 
a  report  respecting  the  location  of  preachers  without  their 
consent ;  and  on  the  moral  and  religious  training  of  bap- 
tized children ;  which  was  read,  and  a  motion  made  for 
its  adoption.  After  some  discussion,  and  amendment,  the 
report  was  adopted  as  follows : —  A4«pta4. 

'*  The  Cominittee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business 
beg  leave  to  report.  That  they  have  taken  into  consideration , 
the  memorial  dated  Sandwich,  July,  1839,  relative  to' 
amending  the  rule  respecting  die  locating  preachers  in  ' 
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eertem  caset  wit0(nit  cbeif  coaseat.  Your  comfllkktoer 
after  carefully  weighing  this  subject,  and  the  interests  of 
the  church  which  are  involved  in  this  matter,  have  come 
to  the  conclusion,  that  no  alteration  of  the  present  rule  is 
necessary. 

^'  Your  committer's  attention  was  also  directed  to  the 
moral  and  religious  training  of  baptized  children  among 
us.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  further  rule  on 
this  subject  is  necessary .''  ' 

^On  motion  of  S.  Luckej,  Conferencis  suspended  this 
regular  order  of  business^  to  take  up  the  appeal  of  Rot. 
Daniel  Dorchester  from  the  decision  of  tike  New-England 
Conference  in  1839. 

The  record  in  the  case  was  r.ead  from  the  Journal  of 
the  New-England  Conference,  by  which  it  appeared  thiut 
Daniel  Dorchester  was  charged  as  follows  :— ^ 

**  Charge^ — For  exceeding  the  powers  of  his  offi/ce. 

"  Spec^cation, — In  peremptorily  arresting  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  Conference,  on  the  evening  of  ^e  13tl^  day  of 
August  last,  in  the  midst  of  business  which  he  had  allowed 
the^  to  commence ;  and  for  suddenly  and  unprecedentedly 
lidjouming  the  Conference  contraiy  to  the  express  wish  of  . 
a  great  majority  of  the  Conference,  thereby  abridging 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  privileges  pf  an  associate 
body." 

The  President  permitted  the  appeal  to  come  before  the 
Conference.  After  some  ocmversation  respecting  the  or- 
der to  be  pursued  in  attending  to  the  case,  on  motion  of 
William  A.  Smith, it  was  resolved,  "That  Brother  Dorches- 
ter  be  permitted  to  make  his  defence  himself,  or  by  aid 
of  counsellor  both,  as  he  may  choose."  Brother  Dorches- 
ler  Addressed  the  Conference,  and  had  proceeded  some 
time  therein,  when  the  Conference  adjourned^  to  meet 
lius  afternoon  at  three  o'clock^ 


^m. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON, 

Conference  m^  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Hed- 
ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
exercises  by  brother  H.  G.  Leigh. 
.  Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  appeal  of 
Daniel  Dorchester,  who  further  addressed  the  Confei^ce 
in  his  defence.  The  reading  of  a  certain  paper  by  him 
was  objected  to,  whereupon,  on  motion  of  D.  Oetrander, 
Conference  resolved  that  brother  Dorchester. have  leave 
to  read  that  paper,  or  any  other  he  may  wish.  Brother 
Dorchester  then  proceeded  with,  and  finished  his  address. 

Brother  Crandall,  Scott,  Merrill,  and  Stickaey,  mem^ 
bers  of  the  delegation  from  New-England  Conference, 
^ch  addressed  the  Conference  in  reply  to  brother  Dorr 
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fthesler,  and  ib  defence-of  the  eourte  pinwied  hf  the  New* 
England  Conference. 

Brother  Holdich  lose  in  behalf  of  the  appellant;  but 
mgnifying  hie  preference  to  make  his  remarks  to-inonrow, 
Conference^  on  motion,  adjonmed  to  meet  tOHnoiTOW 
morning,  at  half^paet  eight  o'clock. 

WEDNESPAY,  MAY  13. 

Gonference  met,  pdrsoant  to  adjonmnienty  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religions  exercises 
by  brother  William  H.  Raper. 

The  President  called  for  reports  of  standing  and  select 
committeesr 

Tobias  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  pre-  Revffai,  No.s. 
sented  a  report  en  a  course  of  reading  and  study  for  local 
preachers. 

This  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  in 
conformity  with  the  rule. 

Also, 'in  favour  df  amending  the  rule,  requiring  a  note  Reviiai,  No.  t. 
of  recommendation  to  be  given  to  members  of  socieQr  re- 
moving  from  one  circuit  or  station  to  anotliOT.     Disposed 
of  as  the  above. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  of  1836,  in  relation  to  a  memorial  from 
Westmoreland  and  Lancaster  eircuits,  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence, was  referred  to  the  committee  raised  on  the  memorial 
from  Westmoreland  circuit  to  this  Conference. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  tl^e  appeal  of  ^^^^^^  ^' 
Daniel  Dorchester,  of  the  New-Eingland  Conference.  i>«a»iter. 

Brother  Holdich  addressed  the  Conference  in  reply  to 
the  New- England  delegation,  and  in  behalf  of  brother 
Dorchester.     When  he  had  concluded,  various  proposi- 
tions were  made  for  the  disposition  of  the  case,  pending  -  »  /' 
the  proceedings  on  ^ieh,  the  question  being  raised. 
Bishop  Andrew  decided  that  the  delegates  from  the  New- 
England  Conference  are  not  permitted  further  to  discuss 
the  appeal.     From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  by       ." '     ^  ^ 
William  Winaiis,  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  decisiott              ^ 
of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference  ?* 
it  was  decided   in  ^  affirmatiiw,  and   the   chair  euttp 
tained. 

Brother  Ignatius  A.  f^ew  then  moved,  that  the  delegstos 
from  the  New-England  Conference  be  not  permitteid  <o 
vote  on  this  uppeal.  This  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
following  resolution,  offered  by  brother  Few,  was  adopted 
by  a  vote  of  one  hondred  and  twenty  yeas,  and  seventeen 
nays,  namely  :— 

"Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  New-England  Con- 
ference of  1839,  censuring  Rev.  D/  Dorchester,  sad  rs^ 
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firing  him  tc^  porscie  a  different  course  in  fstare,  l»e,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  reversed.*' 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  with  respect  to  or4aining  a  bi^op  for  Africa, 
was  taken  up.  The  report  was  read,  and  a  motion  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  the  letters  'V in,*'  of  the^  first  reso^ 
lution,  so  as  to  make  it  read  *'  expedient"  &c.,  was  made. 
The  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present, 
fiishop  Waugh  stated  that  the  superintendents  were  ready 
to  make  a  communication,  assigning  reasons  why  one  of 
their  number  had  not  visited  Africa,  in  conformity  with 
the  request  of  the  General  Conference  of  1836. 
^  On  motion  it  was  resolved,  That  Conference  will  now 
receive  the  communication.  •  It  was  read  by  Bishop 
Waugh,  and  on  motion  it  was  resolved,  by  a  unanimous 
rising  vote,  That  the  explanation  of  the  superintendents  is 
satisfactory. 

The  report  was  resumed,  the  above  amendment  still 
pending.  A  further  amendment  was  proposed  by  brother 
Capers,  which  was  accepted  by  Dr.  Bangs.  On  motion 
this  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.  After  some  dis- 
cnssion  of  the  proposal  to  strike  out  the  letters  '*  in,"  Con- 
ference adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half-past 
eight  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  14. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  k>  adjournment,  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  por- 
tion of  the  Holy  Scripmres,  singing  and  prayer,  by  Rer. 
Joseph  Lybrand. 

The  President  called  for  reports  of  standing  and  select 
committees. 

.  S.  Luckey,  chairman  of  ibe  Committee  on  Missions, 
presented-  a  report  recommending  sundry  amendments  to 
the  Cqnstitutionof  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodi9t 
Episcopal  Church.     Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  re*- 
ported  in  part,  that  thkt  committee,  at  present,  cannot  act 
on  any  of  the  subjects  referred  to  them  in  the  Bishops' 
Address  touching  the  acts  of  Annual  Conferences  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  and  abolitionism,  and  asking  to  be  dis* 
churged  from  the  further  consideration  of  all  such  matters 
ae  properly  come  before  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
A  motion,  by  H.  G.  Leigh,  to  recommit  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery,  provailed. 

T.  Spicer,  chairmaii  of  Committe^n  Revisal,  retx>rted 
in  part,  on  fransposing  and  re-arranging  certain  portion^ 
of  the  Discipline.  Moved  by  W.  Winaas  to  recommit  the 
ropor^to  committee,  with  instructions.    After  discussion,  it 
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was  moved  to  ky  this  oa  ibe  table.  Carried,  and  the  re- 
port itself  was  then  kid  on  the  table. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  same  committee,  submitted  a  report  n^rini 
respecting  the  trial  of  local  preachers,  which  was  read  by  **  * ' 
ihe  chairman,  aud  laid  on  the  table. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  same  committee,  also  made  a  report  No.  ii 
respe^ ling  the  rule  of  Discipline  relating  to  the  admission  , 

of  strangers,  or  persons  not  members  of  onr  cbtirch,  into 
lore-feasts.  Read  by  the  chairman,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

John  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Com-   Coioniafttfoo  »- 
munication  of  R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary  of  the  Aroericaii 
Colonization  Society,  presentod  a  report,  which  was  read, 
and  a  motion  made  for  its  adoption.     Moved  to  lay  it  oa 
the  table.     Lost. 

A  division  was  called  for,  so  as  to  lake  up,  in  connected 
order,  the  resolutions  appended  to  the  report.  The  Brst 
resolution  was  read,  and  while  nnder  consideration,  a  mo^ 
tion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote  laying  the  report 
on  the  table,  which  prevailed  \  and  then,  on  motion,  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  Cable,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  next. 

M.   Richardson,  chairman  of  the   Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read.     U 
was  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table.     Lost,     A  mo- 
tion was  then  made  to  adopt  the  report.     A  division  was 
called  for,  and  the  first  resolution  was  read  and  adopted^ 
The  second  resolution  was  read.     S.  Luckey  moved  to 
amend  it  so  as  to  make  it  read,  ''  that  the  Book  Agents  be     ', .,     ^  ^ 
directed/*  &;c.     Carried;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,         **  *•;* 
was  adopted*     The  third  resolution  was  read,     T,  Spicer  . 
moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read,  *'  that  the  Book  Agents  he 
directed,"  &c.     Prevailed.     It  was  further  amended  by    i 
striking  out  "him,''  and  inserting  "  J.  S.  Taylor."     P.  P. 
Sandford  moved   to  insert  the  word  "not,"   before  the 
words  "  to  release,^     B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  lay  this  m<»- 
tion  on  the  table.     Carried.     S.  Luckey  moved  to  amend, 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  in  case  he  did  order  more  than 
fifty  dollars*  worth  of  books."     On  motion,  this  was  laid  on 
the  table.    The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  adoptedi 
The  fourih  resolution  was  read.     J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved 
the  following  aa  a  aubstitnte,  "  That  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Conference,  the  Book  Concern  haa  no  jnat  claim  against 
Jesse  Hale."     B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  lay  the  substitute 
on  the  table.     Lost.     Tht?  substitute  was  then  adopted,  TomUn^an^ 
and  the  resolution  in  this  form  prevailed.     The  fifth  reso-    aubstiittte  t 
lution  was  read,  and  adopted.     The  sixth  resolution  was 
read,     N.  Bangs  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "or  pa^ 
tronage ;"  an  amendment  by  L,  L.  Hemline,  to  insert  the 
word  "  chart e red''  before  "  seminaries,^'  waa  admitted^. 
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J.  8.  TomlinsOB  moved  to  amend  the  aiftietidmefit,  hr 
adding  the  words,  *'  whose  oharters  secure  lo  our  church 
permanent  control  and  management  o^er  thorn."  While 
this  was  pending,  William  Winans  offered  a  substitute  for 
the  whole,  namely : — ^  ResoWed,  That  upon  any  board  of 
trustees  of  any  college  or  seminary  of  learning  making  a 
Bstiafoctory  showing  to  the  Book  Agents  at  ^^ew-York,  or 
CinoiiMiad,  that  the  institutions  under  their  care  are,  by 
their  charters,  placed  under  the  permanent  control  or  pa- 
tronage of  any  Annual  Conference  or  Conferences ;  the 
said  Agentt  shall  sell  a  copy  of  each  book  on  the  General 
Catak^e  of  the  books  published  by  them  at  fifty  per  cent. 
disoQont,  and  shall  furnish  all  such  institutions  a  copy 
each  of  all  the  periodicals  published  under  the  direction 
of  the  General  Conference.** 

Professor  HoUJich  addressed  the  Conference;  but  be- 
fore concluding,  the  Conference  adjonmed. 


Wm.  Winmn*' 
•«b8titiite,dkc., 
wlth4nwn,  to 
give  wmy  for  a 
ratatitute  bf 
R.PaiM. 


FRIDAY,  MAY  15. 

Conference  met  according  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Mor- 
ris in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
of  the  Holy  Scripture,  ringing  and  prayer,  by  Rev.  T. 
Stringfield.  • 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  it  was  resolved  to  suspend 
the  regular  order  of  business,  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  which  had  been  partly 
acted  upon. 

The  resolution  offered  by  W.  Winans,  as  a  substitute 
for  the  sixth  resolutien  of  the  committee,  was  still  pend- 
ing. Eiibrts  were  made  to  amend  it ;  but  the  whole  was 
withdrawn,  to  make  way  for  a  substitute  offered  by  R. 
Paine  in  the  following  words,  namely  :— 

«<  Resolved,  That  the  Bock  Agents  at  New-York  and 
dincinnati  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  to  furnish  for  cash 
10  each  of  the  colleges  and  other  literary  institutions  under 
the  control  and  patronage  of  any  Annual  Conference,  a 
copy  of  all  the  books  inclt^ed  in  the  General  Catalogue 
of  oooks  published  by  the  Book  Concern,  atfifVy  per  cent, 
discount  on  retail  prices;  and  to  fi!krqish  to  said  m- 
'stittitions  all  our  periodicals  gratuitously ;  promded,  that 
tm  application  for  said  books,  the  Annual  Conference  it 
which  such  institution  may  be  located  shall  forward  a 
certifioate  that  it  is  under  their  control  and  patronage,  and 
pfomifies  permanent  and  extensive  usefVilness.'' 

Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  eubstititite  then  passed,  and  in  this  form  the  sixth 
rasoUition  was  adopted. 

Theseventh  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted ;  as  wits 
4h6  ^  eighth,  miik  a  sBght  verbal  alteration.    The  re- 
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^pmrt  in  wbole,  «8  uiMnded,  .was  then  adqpCed,  and  raada 

as  follows^  namelj  i^^ 

,     «<  The  Comiatttee  mi  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Coooemi  ^"^^^g^  ^^ 

beg  le^iTe  to  present  the  fottowing  report  (in  part.)    The    wrn.  ForMitf 

eonmuttee  have  had.  under  considen^o  the  applicatiea    ^  ^'  FoUim. 

ef  Rev.  C.  £.  Fubon  to  be  xeieaaed  from  a  ciaim  (ka  one 

thousand  Almanacs)  held  by  the  Book  Agents  againiS 

hxm;  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  ibllowingTeaolution:    •  .' 

'*  1.  Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Book 
Agents  to  release  said  Fulton  from  the  said  claim. 

"  The  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  the  "^SJjL^  ^ 
taemoriaL  of  Rev.  R.  Aldridge,  asking  to  be  released  from    *^^*' 
a  claim  for  books  which  sunk  in  the  river,  and  beg  lease 
■to  offer  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  r»> 
lease  said  Aldridge  from  the  above  claim. 

'*  They  have  had  under  consideratioa  also  the  application  ^SSX^  ^^'^ 
cf  Rev.  J.  S.  Taylor  to  be  released  from  a  claim  for  books    ^^^^ 
.which  were  lost  by  shipwreck ;  and  they  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  resolution  > — 

'*  3.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  re« 
lease  J.  S.  Taylor  ^m  said  claim. 

'*  They  have  had  under  consideration  also  the  application  ^*^^SS^  ^^ 
of  Rev.  Jesse  Hale,  to  be  released  from  a  claim  held 
against  him  by  the  Book  Agents  for  books,  which  your         ^  - 
committee^  think  were  charged  to  him  at  retail  prices : 
fiom  this,  and  other  considerations,  your  cemmitiee  are 
induced  to  offer  the  following  resolution : — 

'<4.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  re- 
lease said  Hale  from  the  above*named  claim,  prind^ 
and  interest. 

*'  They  have  had  under  consideration  also  the  application  ^^  dt%.fs. 
of  Wflham  Kennon  to  release  the  estate  of  R.  L.  Kennon    tJ^^ 
from  a  olaim  held  against  it  by  the  Book  Agents,  and  beg 
leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution : —  • 

*'  5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee, 
the  papers  in  this  case  should  be  referred  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New-York  for  investigation,  who  shall  forward 
ihem,.  with  all  the  information  to  be  gathered  from  their 
books,  to  the  Alabama  Ponference,  which  shall  have  power 
lo  settle  the  claim. 

'^  Theoonnnittee  have  had  under  oonsidsration/also,  me*  ^  '**''**''2S 
roorials  relating  to  the  supply  of  books  and  periodicals  to  §oi^!!!  wiia 
our  colleges  and  semznartes,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  th^  SSSir*'** 
ik^owing  resolution  i-^ 

«"  6.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  furnidi  for 
cash^  to  each  of  the  colleges  and  other  literary  institutions 
«mder  the  control  and  patronage  of  any  Annual  Confer* 
«nce,  a  copy  of  all  the  books  included  in  the  Geuem! 
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Catalogue,  at  fifly  per  cent,  discount  on  retail  prices ;  aod 
to  furnisk  said  institutions  all  our  periodicals  gratuitously ; 
promded,  that  on  applicatian  for  said  books,  the^  Annual 
Conference  in  which  such  institution  may  be  located  shall 
forward  «  certificate  that  it  is  under,  their  control  and  p»- 
ttonage,  and  promises^  permanent  and  extensiipe  usefuK 


S.ChriftUnAd- 


B«port  on   re- 


%B '^fom   of        *  '^^^  committee  have  had  under  consideration^  also,  the 

chrittiui  Ad.   change  of  the  form  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal, 

aad  Journal,      ^^j  jjj^  propriety  of  admitting  adFertbements  into  that 

paper,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resolution : — 

^*  7.  Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  be  continued  in  its 

present  form,  and  that  advertisements  be  not  admitted. 

'*  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration,  alsoj  the 
affairs  of  the  Southern  Christian  Advocate,  and  beg  leave 
to  offer  the  following  resolution : — 

^*8.  Resolved,  That  its  condition  is  prospetous,  and 
that  its  publication  be  continued. 

"  Submitted,  M.  Richardson,  Clfairman, 

*' Baltimore,  May  13,  1840." 

Reports  from  standing  and  select  committees  were 
called  for. 

R.  Paine,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Superannuated 
SSii^iiuatwi  Preachers,  made  a  report  in  favour  of  changing  the 
W9Mf!i^n9,  responsibility  of  superannuated  preachers  from  the  Coa*^ 
ference  of  which  they  are  members  to  the  Conference 
in  whose  bounds  they  reside.  And.  also  in  reference  to 
supernumerary  preachers  who  refuse  to  do  the  work  as- 
signed them  by  the  bishops.     Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

L.  L.  Hamline,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Memo^ 
rials  to  establish  Periodicals  for  Females,  presented  a  re- 
port, which  was  read.  Moved  to  ky  it  on  the  table.  Lost. 
A  motion  was  made  for  adoption.  The  first,  second,  and 
third  resolutions  were  adopted.  The  report  in  whde 
was  then  adopted,  as  follows  :< — 

*'  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  resolutions 
of  the  Ohio  Anjaual  Conference  on  the  subject  of  '  esta- 
blishing a  periodical  for  females  beg  leave  to  reportr^ 
That  in  forming  a  conclusion  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of 
establishing  such  a  periodical,  it  became  necessary  to  in^ 
quire  into  the  wants  of  the  church  and  the  feasibility  of 
the  enterprise.  * 

"Under  the  first  inquiry,  the  committee  would  remind 
the  Conference  of  the  fact,  that  periodicals  of  a  specific 
character  and  adaptation  have  become  common,  and  that 
the  M.  £.  Church  has  in  this  respect  fallen  in  with  the 
customs  and  taste  of  society.  Magazines  for  youth  and 
children  are  multiplied,  and  MetlM^m,  ever  willing  to 
idopt  whatever  af^iliaaces  for  moral  good  may  come  im 
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ber  way,  hfts  seized  this  meene,  and  uses  it  with  good  ^JSJ^^i^^ 
effect, 

**  Bat  periodicals  designed  especially  for  females — for 
the  mothers  and  daughters  of  the  land— -are  also  mvX* 
tiptied,  and  much  of  the  periodical  literature  of  the  day, 
whether  for  entertainment  or  for  edification,  is  specifically 
adapted  and  dedicated  to  thtf  ladies.  And  the  commit- 
tee regret  to  have  it  to  urge  as  a  matter  of  fact  on  the 
attention  of  the  Conferehce,  that  a  great  portion  of  this 
fiterature  is  of  a  light  and  trivial  character;  Many  of 
those  who  contribute  to  it,  aim  not  to  provide  aliment  fon 
the  underatanding,  but  food  for  a  morbid  appetite.  An 
antidote  is  netdtod.  And  although  there  are  graver  peri- 
odicals for  females,  yet  there  are  none  in  these  United 
States  which  inculcate  the  pure  doetrines  of  God's  word 
as  held  and  deemed  important  by  our  Church.  It  has  be- 
come customary  for  opulent  American  families  to  take  at , 
least  one  such  periodical ;  and  it  seems  to  the  committee  of 
high  importance,  that  in  a  religious  community,  containing 
eight  hundred  thousand  souls,  one,  at  least,  blending  if  pos- 
sible  the  theology  of  the  fiible,  as  inculcated  by  Methodism, 
with  the  attractions  of  a  chastened  literature,  should  be 
placed  witiEiin  the  reach  of  our  female  members. 

^  And  this,  the  committee  believe,  can  be  done  without 
eyen  the  hazard  of  pecuniary  loss,  or  of  curtailing  the 
circulation  of  any  existing  periodical  of  the  church.  '  Our 
book  establishments  furqish  peculiar  facilities  for  its  ac- 
eomphshraent,  inasmuch  as  the  mechanical  apparatus  of 
those  establishments  would  answer  in  part  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  probably  no  addition  to  the  corps  editorial  would 
be  necessary.  The  committee  are  convinced  that  the 
contemplated  publication  may  be  so  located  as  not  to  cur- 
tail the  circulation  of  our  existing  periodicals.  Look,  for 
instance,  at  the'great  west.  Almost  one  half  of  our  while 
members  dwell  in  the  valley  ait  the  Mississippi.  Our  pe-> 
liodicals  in  pamphlet  form  have  no  circulation  of  any 
▼alue,  either  for  pecuniary  or  moral  purposes,  in  that  vast 
region.  There  the  field  Js  broad,  and  populous,  and  in* 
Titing  for  this  publication. 

''In  £&vonr  of  locating  it  there  the  committee  deem  it 
proper  to  suggest, — 

*•  First,  That  no  Conference  periodical  in  pamphlet 
form  is  published  west  of  the  mountains. 

*'  Second.  No  periodical  for  females  is  published  in  all 
the  west,  except  a  small  magazine  by  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  Cincinnati,  and  'The 
Ladies*  Universalist  Magazine'  in  Northern  Ohio. 

"  Third,  Female  education  is  exciting  unprecedented 
interest  in  the  west,  and  conventions  and  colleges  of  teach- 
er»  are  diacosstDg  it  with  extreme  earneetness  and  zeal/ 
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^EScaWw^       "  jPoutM.  Roman  Catholics  are  uking  a  most  aiunoiit 
~  "  part  in  these  discussions,  and,  as  the  foster  parents  of  femaio 

mind  and  sentiment^  spare  no  pains  in  endeavouring  to 
swaj  popular  opinion  and^direct  public  action  on  this 
subject.  In  view  of  all  the  facts  the  committee  beg  leaye 
to  recommend  to  the  General  Conferonoe  the  adoption  of 
the  following,  yiz. : — 

''  Resolved  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  £. 
Church, 

**  First.  That  it  is  expedient  to  establish  a  religHMW 
periodic^  for  the  benefit  of  feiiiales. 

*' Second.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  be,i 
and  they  are  hereby  authoriaed  to  commence  the  pufalica* 
tion  of  such  a  periodical,  as  soon  as  in  their  opinion  and 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Committee  there 
will  be  sufficient  patronage  to  sustain  it. 
^  **  Third.  That  the  periodical  i^oresaid  shall  be  in  panqpb- 
let  form,  shall  be  issued  monthly,  and  the  amount  of  mau 
ter  and  the  subscription  price  of  each  yearly  volume  shall 
not  exceed  those  of  the  Methodist  Magaaine  and  Quarterly 
Review. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  L.  L.  Hamlinb,  Chairman,'* 
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D.  Ostrander  offered  a  resolution  concerning  trustee* 
ai^d  official  members,  who  claim  the  right  to  control  the 
pulpits,  and  refuse  to  receive  the  preachers  sent  by  tho 
proper  authorities  of  the  churchi  or  to  permit  them  to  oc-- 
cupy  the  churches  or  parsonages.  Read,  and  on  motion 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  take  up  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  in  relation  to 
the  appointment  of  a  Bishop  for  Africa.  Amendments  to 
the  report  were  proposed  by  N.  Bangs  and  J.  Early» 
which  were  read,  and  it  was  moved  to  recommit  the  re- 
port Carried.  The  proposed  amendments  were  then 
referred  to  the  committee. 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  by  G.  Filmore : 
'<  Resolved,  That  in  the  first  answer  to  ques.  1,  sec.  2, 
part  1,  page  155  of  the  Discipline,  the  words,  ^  and  with 
free  seats,'  be  stricken  out;  also,  that  the  fourth  answer 
to  the  same  question  be  stricken  out."  Read,  and  on 
motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Churches  and 
Vlarsonages. 

S.  Luckey  offered  the  following  resolution :  "  Resolved, 
S^o«Sb!"cw!  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any, 
and  if  any,  what  provision  can  be  made  for  the  hearing 
gnd  trial  of  appeals  from  the  decision  of  Annual  Confer- 
ences, the  trial  of  complaints  against  the  Bishops,  and  all 
oAer  executive!  buainess  now  ^qbo.  by  tho  Grent ral  QoBh 
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foence,  more  frequently  tban  onoe  in  ibiir  3rear8,  and  to 
leport  thereon.  Read,  and  the  queetion  being  on  ita  adopr 
tion,  it  was  rejected. 

On  xndtion  of  B.  O.  Plimpton,  it  waa  readved,  That  the  '^Jjj.*'  ^^ 
Committee  on  Reviaal  be  inrited  to  consider  the  propsietir 
of  anbatituting  the  word  ^' inatmmentality*^  for  that  of 
'*  preaching,*'  as  found  in  book  of  Diacipline,  chap,  l^aec. 
10,  page  4^9  third  item.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Reriasd. 

N.  Banga  was  excnaed  from  aening  on  the  Committee  Dr. 
raiaed  on  Bishop  Hedding's  Address,  and  D.  Oatrander 
was  appointed  in  his  place. 

A.  Monroe  moved  to  call  up  the  appeal  of  J.  V.  Potts.  ^fSSS.^^^' 
Canied ;  and  on  motion  the  appeal  waa  made  the  order  of 
ibe  day  for  Tuesday  next. 

T.  Spieer  offered  a  resolutioUf  propoaing  to  rectify  a  ^^JJl  ^  ^^ 
typofraphical    error  in    the   18th   Artide   of  Religion,      ^^' 
iiBund  page  15  in   Discipline,-  by  inserting  the  worda, 
**  of  the  love,"  after  the  word  '<  sign,"  at  the  end  of  ih» 
first  line ;   for  which  W.  Winans  offered  the  following 
aubatitute : — 

•  **  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Cooler- 
ence,  that  the  omission  of  the  words, '  of  the  love,'  in  the 
18th  Article,  is  a  typographical  error,  and  that  they  should 
be  restored  by  the  Editor  of  the  General  Book  Concern." 
Accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  original  resolution.  ^ 

O.  Scott  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  following  o.  Sooii^s  n^ 
words,  "and  also  the  substitution  of  the  word  *  or'  for    JjJ,  **   *• 
*ttnd,'  in  the  general  rule  on  slavery."    Lost,  and  the 
above  substitute  was  adopted. 

G.  Peck  moved  to  call  up  the  appeal  of  Silas  Comfort  s^OonitotTiaf. 
Carried ;  and  the  appeal  was  maae  the  order  of  the  day    ^^'^' 
for  to-morrow,  (Satuiday.) 

Conference  then  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning  ^ 

at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  16.. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portiea 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  S. 
K.  Hodges. 

The  journal  was  read,  and  0.  Scott  moved  to  amend  it  ^^*?{?i  "^ 
by  inserting  the  words,  "  it  being  understood  to  be  a  ty-  {SmaL*' 
pographical  error,  but  the  evidence  of  this  fact  not  being 
satisfactory  to  the  Conference,"  to  come  after  the  wor^ 
"  slavery,"  in  the  amendment  moved  by  him  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Conference  directing  the  Editor  of  the 
General  Book  Concern  to  restore  the  words,  "  of  the  love," 
in  the  18th  Article  of  Religion.    (See  Journal  of  Fnday.) 
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At  first,  the  motion  to  amend  tbe  journal  prevailed ;  bof 
tbe  vote  was  reconsidered,  and  thereupon  the  aaiendine)At 
was  withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  President  called  for  reports. from  standing  and 
select  committees.  W.  Winans,  chairman  of  the  Gom-^ 
mittee  on  Itinerancy,  presented  the  following  repox:t^ 
accompanied  with  a  resolntion : — 

*t  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Rev.  H.  Bartlett,a  superannuated  preacher 
in  the  New- York  Conference,  complaining  that  his  claim 
upon  the  funds  of  said  Conference  had  been  withheld,  beg 
leave  to  report: — 

*'  That  as  brother  BartleU  is  a  anperannuated  preacher  in 
the  true  sense  of  the  Discipline,  and  as  such  had  a  valid 
claim  to  his  proportion  of  the  Conference  funds^  which 
claim  he  had  never  relinquished ;  it  is  the  opinion  of  your 
committee  that  the  action  of  the  New- York  Conference  in 
the  premises  was  incorrect.  Your  committee  therefore 
respectfully  submit  the  following  resolution :  That  the 
New-York  Conference  had  no  right  to  withhold  from  Rev« 
H.  Bartlett  his  disciplinary  claim  upon  the  Conference 
fonds,  as  a  superannuated  preacher ;  and  that  said  Confer- 
ence ought  to  refund  the  same. 

"  W.  WiFfANS,  CAmnwiBi.'* 

Read,  and  on  motion  adopted.        ^ 

J.  Elarly,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy, 
presented  a  report  in  reference  to  appointing  travelling 
preachers  to  agencies  in  benevolent  and  literary  institutions^ 
which  was  read,  and  as  it  was  accompanied  with  a  reso- 
lution proposing  to  alter  a  rule  of  Discipline,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Also  the  following  report,  accompanied  with  a  resolu- 
tion, viz. : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  New-England  Annual  Conference, 
praying  the  General  Conference  to  add  the  following 
clause  to  our  Discipline,  viz. :  '  A  Bishop  shall  have, no 
authority  to  transfer  a  member  of  one  Conference  to 
another  Conference,  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
said  member,  or  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  of  the  Conference  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  transfer  said  member,'  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  "and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  be  not 
granted.         Respectfully  submitted, 

"John  Earlt,  Chairnum. 
"Jtftfy  18,  1840." 

Read,  and  on  motion  adopted. 
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Ob  motion  of  D.  Ostrander,  the  Conference  resolved  to 
•nspend  the  regular  order  of  business,  to  take  up  the  ap- 
peal of  Silas  Comfort. 

The  appeal  was  t^en  up,    A  letter  from  the  appellant  '^JjSLt.*'  *" 
was  read,  as  were  also  the  journals  of  the  Missouri  Con- 
lerence,  in  relation  to  the  case. 

Bishop  Roberts  decided,  that  the  appeal  ought  not 
to  be  entertained  by  the  General  Conference.  Moved 
by  Ezra  Robinson,  that  the  a]^>eal  be  entertained. 
Carried. 

G.  Peck  appeared  as  representatiive  of  the  appellant,  Geo.  Pock  tp. 
and  addressed  the  Conference  in  hie  behalf,  and  in  favour    pSiHKU^  *^ 
of  the  appeal.     A.  Monroe,  T.  Johnson,  and  J.  Green, 
delegates  from  the  Missouri  Conference,  followed  in  reply> 
and  argued  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the   Conference  , 
in  the  premises.     G.  Peck  responded,  and  concluded 
the  argument  in  behalf  of  the  appellant. 

S.  G.  Roszel  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

**  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Confer^ 
ence  in  the  case  of  Silas  Comfort  be  sustained."  ' 

W.  Winans  offered  the  following  snbstitute : — 

^'  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Confer* 
ence,  in  the  case  of  S.  Comfort,  finding  him  guilty  of 
mal-administratiQn,  be  and  hereby  ie  affirmed,  and  so    '  . 

much  of  the  decision  aforesaid  as  passes  the  character  of 
S.  Comfort  without  censure  be  and  hereby  is  reversed" — 
which  was  admitted. 

The  resolution  being  before  the  Conference  in  this  form, 
a  division  was  called  for.  The  first  part  was  then  read, 
and  gave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  pending  which, 
the  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  withdrawn  by  the 
mover. 

After  a  protracted  debate,  Conference  on  motion  re-*  1^^  "^^'^^ 
solved,  that  the  question  be  now  taken  on  the  resolution 
before  it  in  the  fallowing  words :— ~ 

*' Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Confer- 
ence, in  the  case  of  S.  Comfort,  finding  him  guilty  of  mal- 
administration, be  and  hereby  is  affirmed;" — and  being 
put,  the  resolution  was  rejected.  So  the  Conference  re- 
fused to  affinil  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Conferetice  in 
the  case  of  Silas  Comfort. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  on  Monday 
morning.  May  18,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY,  MAY  18. 

Conference    met   pursuant    to    adjommment,    Bishop 
Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading^.  a     ^ 
portion  of  the  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  £.  W. 
Stic|mey. 
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P.  Ctandall  moyed  to  suspend  the  regDhur  order  of  bv- 
sioess  to  ^able  him  t04)re8eiit  some  meaiorials.     Carried. 

Whereupon  he  presented  a  memorial  from  New-Bed- 
ford on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Providence,  with  respecl  to 
baptized  children.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Sabbath 
Scho(^s. 

H.  B.  Basoom  presented  three  papers  fioiB  the  Rer. 
H.  H.  Kavanaugh  of  the  Kentucky  Conference,  on  the 
propriety  of  increasing  the  allowance  to  our  ministers. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  «         . 

O.  Scott  presented  petitions  from  Penn  Yan,  New-York, 
on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  se-^ 
lect  committees. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  thatsubr 
ject,  presented  a  report  with  respect  to  the  manner  of 
receiving  ministers  and  members  of  other  religious  de- 
nominations into  our  ministry  and  membership.  Read, 
and  laid  on  the  taUe  for  the  present. 

W.  Wieans  offered  the  following  resolution  :•— 

'*  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  bring  protracted  debater 
to  an  orderly  termination,  the  President,  when  he  shall 
believe  that  the  debate  has  proceeded  to  sufficient  length, 
shall  submit  the  question,  *  Shall  the  vote  on  the  main 
question  now  be  taken  ?'  when,  if  a  majority  of  the  mem* 
hers  voting  shall  so  decide,  the  main  question*  shall  be 
immediately  taken  without  further  debate :  but  if  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  do  not  decide  to  vote  on  the  question, 
the  President  shall  not  again  ask  for  the  taking  of  the 
main  question  till  after  four  speeches,  two  on  each  aide, 
shall  have  been  made." 

When  about  being  put  to  vote,  a  division  was  called  for. 
The  &:8t  part  was  read ;  immediately  after  which,  J.  A. 
CoUitts  moved  the  following  substitute  for  it : — *'  It  shall 
be  in  order,  during  the  discussion  of  a  subject  before  the 
Conference,  for  any  member  to  move  that  the  question  be 
taken  withont  further  debate  ;  and  if  it  be  seconded  by  a 
majority  of  the  members  present,  the  President  shall  im- 
mediately take  the  question  upon  the  pending  motion." 
A^r  some  discussion,  the  substitute  was  withdrawn  by 
the  mover,  as  was  also  the  original  resolution.  Where- 
upon, the  substitute  was  renewed,  on  motion  of  S.  H. 
Thompson. 

Moved  by  N.  Bangs  to  lay  it  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Z.  Paddock  offered  the  following  resolution  2' — 

*<  Rettolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisid  be  inp 
stmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the. 
Discipline  on  page  40,  sec.  9,*^  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of 


tliiMe  who  have  the  charge  of  circuks,  to  keep  an  account 
of  the  nmnber  of  deaths  which  may  occur  m  the  membei^ 
8h^>  of  their  respectiTe  charges  dbiring  the  jear»  and  lo 
report  the  same  at  the  Annual  Conference,  for  publication 
IB  die  Minutes."  Read,  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on 
RovisaL 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was 

«  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ^^^^^f**!^ 
dtow  up  a  pastoral  address  to  our  people  and  friends."         Sm. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  Conference  resolve*^  to  lake  up. 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Communication  of 
R.  R.  Gurley,  Secretary  of  the  American  Gohmixadon 
Society. 

The  report  was  read  through,  and  adopted  entire,  as       » 
fellows;— 


*'The  committee  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  iiMortof  ( 
the  communication  of  the  Rev.  R.  R.  Qurley,  Secretary   riMuTc^ontM- 
of  the  American  Colonization  Society,  beg  leave  to  re*  t^  societf. 
port: — 

^That,  after  due  deliberation,  we  are  convinced  that 
the  American  Colonisadon  Society  is  deserving  the  pa- 
tronage and  support  of  the  entire  Christian  community, 
as  exerting  a  most  beneficial  influence  upon  the  coloured 
population  of  oui  own  country,  and  more  especially  upon  ^ 

the  inhabitants  of  Africa,  particularly  the  colonists  of  Li- 
beria and  the  neighbouring  native  tribee.  It  is  chiefly, 
however,  as  Christians  and  Christian  ministers  that  we 
view  this  enterprise  favourably,  on  account  of  the  facili* 
ties  it  iiflbrds  to  the  Christian  missionary  to  extend  the 
blessings  of  the  gospel  to  that  benighted  portion  of  our 
globe.  The  success  which  has  already  attended  our 
missions  in  that  comitry  is  to  us  a  sure  indication  that 
Providence  designs  to  make  Liberia  a  means  of  enlight- 
ening Africa  with  the  light  of  salvatiion,  as  well  as  a  place 
of  refuge  for  the  distressed.  Under  these  views  the 
committee  respectfully  recommend  to  the  Conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following : —  , 

**  1 .  Resolved,  by  the  delgates  of  the  several  Annual  Coh'' 
ferences  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  we 
view  with  favour  the  efforts  which  are  now  makhig  by 
the  American  Colonization  Society  to  build  up  a  colony 
on  the  coast  of  Africa  with  free  people  of  colour,  by  their 
own  consent. 

"2.  Resolved,  A;c.,  That  the  success  which  has  hith- 
erto attended  this  noble  uid  phU^nthropic  enterprise 
is  a  sure  pledge  that  if  still  prosecuted  with  wisdom  and' 
energy,  it  wiU  be  rendered  a  great  blessing,  not  only  to 
the  colonists  themselves,  but  also  to  the  vast  population' 
of  Africa  now  enveloped  in  heathen  daikness. 
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K«pon  of  Com-       "3.  Resolved,  ^c,  That  we  recommend  this  society 

ricu^CoionSr  ^  ^0  atteotioQ  and  patronage  of  our  brethren  and  friends^ 

tkm  sodety-      and  that  the  several  Annu^  Conferences  who  may  feel 

themselves  free  to  aid  in  this  enterprise  of  benevolence 

to  the  sopls  and  bodies  o£  people  oif  colour,  both  in  our 

own  country  and  in  Africa,  be,  and  hereby  are,  afllectionr 

ately  advised  and  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as 

they  may  think  suitable  to  promote  its  objects,  by  taking 

up  collections  on  or  about  the  4th  of  July,  in  each  year* 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"John  Early,  CAair^um. 
''Bahimare,  May  U,  1840." 
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On  motion  of  J.  Early,  Conference  resolved  to  ti^  up 
the  resolution  heretofore  submitted  by  him,  proposing  aii 
alteration  in  the  Discipline,  sec.  5,  4th  ans.  to  ques.  2, 
page  29. 

Moved  to  refer  it  to  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfi- 
nished Business,  with  instructions  to  conform  the  entire 
article  to  the  idea  contained  in  the  resolution  ;  and  also 
to  arrange  it  appropriately  in  that  part  of  the  Discipline 
which  defines  the  duties  of  a  Bishop.  '  Carried. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  the 
Conference  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Silaa  Comfort. 

After  considerable  discussion,  the  motion  was  with- 
drawn. 

Whereupon,  I.  A.  Few  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion :-r- 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  unjustifiable  for 
any  preacher  among  us  to  permit  coloured  persons  to  give 
testimony  against  white  persons,  in  any  state  where  Uiey 
are  denied  that  privilege  in  trials  at  law." 

Movdd,  by  J.  S.  Porter,  to  strike  ou^  "  unjustifiable,"  and 
insert  "  unadvisable."     Lost. 

S.  G.  Roszel  ofifered  the  following  substitute : — 

"Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  our  pr^ 
siding  elders,  elders,  deacons,  and  preachers,  having 
charge  of  districts,  circuits,  or  stations,  in  slaveholding 
states  or  territories,  be,  and  hereby  are,  directed  not  to 
admit  any  person  of  colour  to  give  testimony  against  any 
white  person" — which,  after  an  animated  discussion,  was, 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  debate  was  renewed  on  the  original 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  words 
"  in  general,"  after  ,the  word  "  unjustifiable."  Laid  on 
the  table. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution,  it  was  adopted 
as  above;  seventy-four  voting  in  the  affirmative,  and 
forty-six  in  the  negative. 
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Ob  motion,  tbe    appeal  of  Job   Wilson   was   taken  4fF«»i  ^  '<* 
np,  and  made   the    order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday     /^"^ 
next. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  wag  directed  to  finmisb  the  sj^  ^^^ 
delegates  of  the  Missouri  Conference  with  a  copy  of  the        <»  • 

proceedings  of  this  Conference  in  the  case  of  Silas  Com- 
fprt ;  and  also  the  resolntion  respecting  the  testimony  of 
coloured  persons,  passed  the  18th  of  May,  1840. 

T.  N.  Ralston  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  inserted  on  the 
41st  pag^,  1st  chap.,  9th  sec.  of  our  Discipline,  as  one  of 
the  answers  to  the  1st  question,  concerning  the  duties  of 
those  who  have  the  charge  of  circuits,  viz. :  '  To  encour- 
age in  each  circuit  and  station,  where  it  is  practicable,  the 
establishment  of  a  suitable  library  for  the  use  of  the 
preacher  or  preachers  occupying  the  circuit  or  station  for 
the  time  being ;  which  library  shall  be  held  as  the  jpro- 
perty  of  the  church,  for  the  use  hereyi  specified.' 

^2,  Resolved,  That  the  5th  answer  to  question  2,  in 
&e  1st  chap,  and  9th  sec.  of  our  Discipline,  42d  page, 
jm  the  subject  of  *  Band  Societies,'  be  expunged.     « 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  in  chap.  2,  sec.  6,  of  Discipline, 
all  after  '  better  one  suffer  than  many,'  be  expunged." 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Wm.  Capers  offered  several  resolutions,  proposing  sun- 
diy  amendments  to  the  Discipline,  which  were  read,  and 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  offered  the  following  resolutions,  viz. : — 

''1.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  81,  chap.  2, 
sec.  2,  question  3,  answer  1st,  be  altered  so  as  to  read  as 
follows,  viz. :  *  Let  none  be  received  into  the  church  until 
they  have  met  in  class  at  least  six  months  on  trial,  and 
are  recommended  by  the  leader  under  whose  charge  they 
may  be  at  the  time,  and  have  been  baptized.' 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  Discipline,  page  66,  chap. 

1,  sec.  18,  the  following  be  inserted,   viz.:  'When   a 

preacher  on  trial  shall  be  discontinued,  he  shall  hold  bis 

membership  on  the  circuit  he  last  travelled,  as  a  local 

*  preacher.'  ^ 

Read,  and  referred  to  the  Ck>mmitiee  on  Revisal. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-iliorrow 
morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  19. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  An« 
drew  in  the  chair ;  and  waa  opened  with  reading  a  por- 
tion, of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  Rev. 
S.  H.  Thompson. 

The  Presulent  announced  the  committee  to  prepare  a 
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pastoral  address  to  our  people  and  frieads,  m. : — Oeo, 
Peck,  Wm.  Capers,  L.  L.Jblainline. 

J.  Dempster  was  released  from  the  committee  to  whom 
y^as  referred  the  Address  irom  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Conference  in  England,  and  T.  Bowen  appoiilted  to  take 
his  place. 

£.  Robinson  moved  ^ to  suspend  the  regular  order  of 
business,  to  enable  him  to  present  a  memorial  from  the 
Maine  Annual  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Carried. 

^.--Wbereupon,  the  memorial  was  presented,  and  on  mo- 
tion read,  and  referred  to  th^  Committee  on  Slavery. 

T.  Seymour  presented  a  memorial  on  slavery  from  Fer- 
risburg,  Vt.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  memorial  on  slavery  from  Lewis- 
town  circuit,  Genesee  Conference.  Refezred  to  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Slavery. 

C.  W.  Carpenter  presented  a  memorial  from.  Pongli- 
Jkeepsie,  New-Yorl^  praying  the  Generd  Conference  so  to 
alter  the  Discipline  in  reference  to  the  subject,  as  to  leave 
it  optional  with  the  people  to  build  churches  either  with 
free  seats  or  with  pews.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Churches  and  Parsonages. 

O.  Scott  presented  a  memorial  from  Economy,  Indiana, 
on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Albany,  New-' York,  in  reference 
to  lay  delegation.  Referred  to  the  committee  on  that 
subject. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  petition  from  Beaver-street 
ataiion,  Alleghany  city,  Pittsburg  Conference,  praying 
the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  in  Pitts- 
burg.   Laid  on  the  table. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  se- 
lect committees. 

J.  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episco- 
pacy, presented  a  report  with  respect  to  the  appointment 
4}(  a  Bishop  for  Africa. 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  resolutions  were  taken 
up  in  order. 

A  division  of  the  &rst  resolution  was  called  for,  and  the 
question  was  taken  on  the  first  branch,  and  it  was  adopted. 

Moved,  by  P.  P.  Sandibrd,  to  lay  it  on  the  taftle.    Lost. 

Afler  debate  on  the  second  branch,  J.  S.  Tomlinson 
moved  t}ie  following  substitute  :  "  And  that  it  is  expedient 
and  advisable  for  one  of  our  Superintendents  to  visit 
Africik  .during  the  ensuing  four  years." 
.  Moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.  The  ques- 
tion being  taken,  the  vote  stood  sixty*two  to  sixty-two. 
The  President'  voting  in  the  affirmative,  tbe  substitute 
was  laid  on  the  table. 
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H.  Slicer  iBoved  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Committer  on  * TS^^SSf 
the  Episcopacy,  which  was  under  discussion,  on  the  table,  laid  on  tabiato 
to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  appeal  of  J.  V.  J^^^'^er  of 
Potts.     Carried. 

On  motion,  the  Committee  on  Memorials  for  Li^  Dele- 
gations had  leave  to  sit  during  Conference  hours. 

The  appeal  was  taken  up.    The  journals  of  the  Phila-  ^fSSt^vi^ 
delphia  Conference,  relating  to  the  case,  and  the  evidence    deiphiacont 
and  documents  referred  to,  were  read. 

A.  Monroe  appeared  as  the  representative  of  J.  Y.  « 

Potts,  and  addressed  the  Conference  in  his  behalf  and  pt 
favour  of  the  appeal. 

Pending  the  reading  of  the  documents  and  testimony 
bearmg  on  the  case,  a  motion  was  made  that  when  the 
Conference  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at 
three  o'clock.     Lost.  ,  ,  .  '■ 

Mdved,  by  H.  Slicer,  that  the  session  be  prolonged  half 
an  hour. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out'' half  an  hour,**  and 
inserting  ''until  the  case  is  disposed  of.*^   Lost. 

The  question  recurring  on  ^e  original  motion,  it  wb3 
adopted. 

After  A.  Monroe  had  concluded  his  opening  address  in 
the  case  of  J.  Y .  Potts,  Conference,  on  motion,  adjourned,         « 
to  meet  le-moirow  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  30. 

Conference  inet  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Waugh 
in  the  choir ;  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  6.  S. 
Holmes. 

On  motion  of  Wm.  Winans,  Conference  resolved  to  ^  ,^  ^ 
suspend  the  regular  order  of  business,  to  proceed  with  the  oU^v»i 
appeal  of  J.  Y.  Potts.     The  appeal  was  taken  up. 

The  Committee  on  Memorials  for  Lay  Delegations,  Ac^ 
had  leave  granted  them  to  be  absent. 

M.  Sorin.'H,  White,  and  Joseph  Lybrand,  delegates  of 
^e  Philadelphia  Conference,  addressed  tho  Conference, 
and  argued  against  the  appeal,  and  in  favour  of  the  deci- 
eion  of  said  Conference. 

A.  Monroe,  representative  of  J.  Y.  Potts,  responded,  and 
closed  the  argument  in  behalf  of  th«  appellant ;  immedi- 
ately after  which,  H.  Slicer  moved  that  the  decision  of  H.  <(Uom^  mo. 
thQ  Philadelphia  Conference  in  the  case  of  J.  Y.  Potts  **'*'^  "  "^ 
be  reversed,  so  far  as  relates  to  his  expulsion  from  the 
M.  E.  Church  by  that  body.  Moved  to  lay  the  resolutioii 
on  the  table  for  the  present.    Lost. 

Moved  by  O.  Scott,  that  the  question  be  now  taken  on 
the  resokiUon, 
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It  was  moved  to  lay  diis  on  the  table.     Lost.  ' 

On  motion^  Copference  resolved  to  prolong  the  session 
half  an  hour. 

Moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

W.  A.  Smith,  J.  S.  Tomli&son^  and  S.  G.  Rfwzel,  were 
excused  from  voting. 

Moved  again  to  adjourn.     Lost.^ 

The  question  was  then  Xsken  on  the  motion  of  O.  Scott, 
and  it  was  adopted. 

The  resolution  of  H.  Slicer  was  again  read,  and  the 
questiojr  being  taken,  it  was  carried ;  seventy-nine  voting 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-six  in  the  negative. 

Moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  immediately  renewed,  in 
connection  with  the  proposition  to  meet  again  at  three 
o'clock.     Lost. 

H.  Slicer  moved  that,  as  the  action  of  this  Conference 
in  the  case  of  J.  V.  Potts  may  be  misunderstood,  it  is  ' 
hereby  declared  to  be  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that 
the  said  Potts  is  restored  to  his  standing  in  the  Philadel* 
phia  Conference. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Lost. 

While  the  motion  of  H.  Slicer  was  under  considera- 
tion, the  time  having  expired.  Conference  adjourned  to 
meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  "half-past  eight  o'clock. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  21.  • 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  ac^oumment.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair;  and  was  opened  with  reading 
the  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  H. 
Kinsley. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
oBCMeefxv?  ness,  to  proceed  with  the  appeal  of  J.  V.  Potts.  Car- 
'***'■•  ried. 

The  resolution  offered  by  H.  Slicer,  and  which  was 
under  discussion  whc^n  Conference  adjourned  yesterday, 
,  came  up  for  the  action  of  Conference. 

iHoy^d.  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  a  special 
purpose.     Carried. 

On  motion  of  A.  Wiley,  Conference  resolved  to  re- 
consider its  vote  in  the  case  of  J.  Y.  Potts,  by  which  the 
decision  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  expelling  said 
Potts  from  the  M.  E.  Church,  was  reversed. 

The  resolution  offered  by  H.  Slicer  yesterday,  and 
which  had  passed,  being  now  under  consideration,  N. 
Bangs  offered  the  following  substitute  therefor : — 

"Whereas,  the  proceedings  of  the  Philadelphia  Con- 
ference in  the  -case  of  James  Y.  Potts  appear  to  have 
been  somewhat  irregular ;  therefore, 
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*'  Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  ur,  remanded  back 
10  that  Conference  for  re-^adjudication.** 

Mored,  by  D.  Ostrander,  to  lay  the  eubslitiite  on  the 
ti^le.    Lost. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  nmi  ^  ^ 
the  sabstitute,  and  it  was  adopted — seventy-nine  voting    fSus. 
in  the  affirmative,  and  thirty-one  in  the  negative. 

Moved,  by  H.  White,  that  the  appeal  of  Jas.  Smith,  Agwa   oj^. 
sen.,  be  taken  np.     Carried.  ocder  Ik  Mm^ 

The  appeal  was  then,  on  motion,  made  the  order  of  the    ^  ^^^ 
day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  famish  the 
Rev.  D.  Dorchester  with  the  decision  of  this  Conference 
in  his  case. 

On  motion,  the  delegates  of  the  New-England  Confer- 
ence to  have  the  same. 

Moved  that  ^e  atmeal  of  Job  Wilson  be  now  taken  np.  ^sg^t  or  Mi 
Carried.  ^*^ 

Moved,  by  O.  Scott,  that  the  appeal  be  not  entertained. 
Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Carried. 

The  journals  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference  relating  to 
the  case  were  read. 

H.  Kinsley  appeared  as  the  representative  of  the  ap- 
pellant, and  addressed  the  Conference  in  his  behalf. 

While  proceeding  with  his  remarks,  and  attempting  to     * 
read  certain  documents,  he  was  stopped  by  the  sugges- 
tion of  a  point  of  order,  on  the  statement  of  which,  6. 
Peck  offered  a  resolution  to  dispose  of  the  case. 

Moved,  by  J.  S.  Tomlioson,  to  amend  by'adding  the 
following  words:  **for  the  want  of  documentary  evi- 
dence." Carried :  and,  as  amended,  the  resolution  was 
adopted,  and  reads  as  follows,  viz. : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  Pittsburg  Confer- 
ence in  the  case  of  Job  Wilson  be  reversed,  for  the  want 
of  docuoMntary  evidence." 

Moved  that  when  Conference  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
neet  this  afternoon,  al  three  o'clock. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  three,  and  inserthig 
half-past  three.    Lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  original  motion,  and 
it  was  adopted. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  se- 
lect committees. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  Reiisal  and  Un-  RaTiiai,  M«.  ul 
finished  Business,  presented  a  renort  with  respect  to  the 
allewing  an  accused  member  to  have  a  voice  in  the  se- 
lection of  the  committee  by  which  he  is  to  be  tried. 

The  report  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  adopt.   - 
Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.    Carried. 

MM'ed  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table:    Oenied. 
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Beriiai.No.M.  T.  Spicer  also  presented  a  report  with  respect  to  ap- 
pealing from  Quarterly  and  Annual  Conferences. 

The  report  was  read,  and  a  motion  made  to  amend  by 
striking  out  "not''  in  the  resolution  accompanying  the 
report.     Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Carried. 

The  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  have  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  resolution  submitted  to  them  respecting  in^ 
troducing  a  rule  into  the  Discipline  authorizing  a  Bishop 
presiding  at  an  Annual  Conference  to  refer  the  case  of 
an  accused  preacher  to  the  General  Conference  ;  and  also 
authorizing  a  Presiding  Elder  to  refer  from  a  Quarterly 
Conference  to  the  Annual  Conference,  for  final  adjudica- 
tion. 

"  On  this  subject,  your  committee  beg  leave  to  report : 
That,  in  their  opinion,  such  a  rule  ought  not  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  Discipline. 

"  Respectfully  aubmittedf 

*'  T.  Spicbr,  Chairman, 

"iMoy  15,  1840.'' 

Beviiai^Na  1ft.       Also,  report  with  respect  to  bringing  membets  to  trial. 

Laid  on  the  table.  ^       . 

RaTinl,  N9.ifl.  Also,  a  report  with  respect  to  the  authority  of  Bishops 
presiding  in  an  Annual  Conference.  • 

Moved  that  the  second  resolution  accompanying  the 
report  be  adopted.  Moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
"Presiding"  before  the  word  "Elder."  Moved  to  ad- 
journ.    Lost. 

Ob  motion,  the  proposed  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table*. 

O.  Scott  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that  re- 
lates to  the  appointment  of  Presidents  of  Annual  Confer-* 
ences  by  the  Bishops,  in  the  case  of  their  absence. 

Moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  the  resolution  under  discussion  on  the 
taUe.    Lost.      Moved  to  adjourn.    Liost. 

Moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  re* 
Bolntion  till  this  aAemoon.     Carried. 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned. 

THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  21. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  porttoa 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  A.  D. 
Merrill. 

N.  Bangs  moved  tp  suspend  ^le  order  of  the  day.  Id 
enable  E.  A(di>in8on  to  present  eome  papers.     Carried. 
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£.  RobiDson  pvesented  the  resolatRm  of  the  Mame  Maiae  caaa»> 
Oonf«r«ni»,  concurring -with  the  Now-York.  Coaferenoe    tSSJwmo*."' 
resolution  in  favour  of  restoring  to  the  Discipline  Mr.  Wen- 
ley*B  rale  oa  spirituons  liquors  :  eighty-four  in  the  affirm* 
ative,  and  two  in  the  negative.    Referred  to  Committer 
on  Temperance* 

Also,  the  resolution  of  said  Conferenee,  non-concurriag  ii«im 
with  the  New^England  Conference  resolution  in  relatioB    tSmty. 
to  slavery,  by  a  vote  of  forty-seven  to  two.    Referred  t^- 
Oooaraittee  on  Slavery. 

Also  in  reference  to  the  Ohio  Conference  resolotioii 
with  respect  to  pay  of  delegates  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence.    Laid  OB  the  table. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  comoiimicailion  (rom  James 
Jenkins,  with  respect  to  increasing  the  qaarterage  of  tra* 
veiling  preachers.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  a  communication  from  T.  S.  Hinds,  complaining 
of  sundry  irregularities  in  the  doings  of  several  travelling 
preaehers  in  the  Ilhnoia  Conference.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  a  communication  from  J.  S.  Harris  and  others,  Igp 
velation  to  the  case  of  lie  wis  Ganrett  Read,  and  refer* 
fed  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  "  That  a  document  hereto- 
fore presented  on  the  same  subject  be  taken  up  and  re- 
ferred to  the  select  committee  just  raised." 

Also,  a  communication  from  Ebenezer  Hearn,  praying 
for  release  of  Reuben  C.  Tyner  fiom  the  acoounts  againsl 
hiffi  at  the  Book  Conceni.  Relerred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  communication  fipom  C3nros  Fulton,  praying  for 
the  remission  of  a  claim  held  against  him  by  the  Book 
Concern.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Jao.  A.  Collins  presented  a  memorial,  signed  by  Thos; 
E.  Bond  and  others,  against  a  rule  being  introduced  into 
the  Discipline,  authorizing  Qoarteriy  Conferences  ta  try 
local  preachers  without  the  intervention  of  a  commitlee* 
Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal^  Ac. 

On  motion,  a  report  heretofore  presented  fiom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal,  and  which  was  lying  on  the  table,  re- 
nting to  the  same  subject,  was  taken  up  and  recommitted 
10  the  Committee  on  RevkaJ. 

Also,  several  resolutions  heretofore  submitted' by  .Wm.^ 
Capers,  and  laid  on  the  table,  in  relation  to  the  same  point, 
were  on  motion  taken  up  and  referred  to  ^Comsuttee  on 
Revisal. 

W.  A;  Smith  ofl^red  a  resolution  on  the  same  subject, 
in  form  of  instmction  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  to  re^ 
port  in  favour  of  allowing  local  proacboi^,  in  all  oasea  of 
accusation,  the  privilege  of  trial  by  a  committee  of  local 
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preachers.  Mov^d  to  amend,  by  striking  out  ^  instrueted,'^ 
and  inserting  the  words,  *'  requested  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency."     Carried.  ' 

And  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  and  reads 
as  follows : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  be  re- 

2 nested  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  modifying 
^e  language  of  the  rule  conferring  the  privilege  on  loccd 
preachers  of  a  trial  by  an  examining  committee  of  local 
preachers,  as  to  secure  thpm  that  privilege  under  all  cir- 
cumstances."    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

The  imfinbhed  business  of  the  morning  session,  being 
a  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  with 
respect  to  Presidents  of  Annual  Conferences  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Bishops,  was  taken  up,  i^nd  on  motion  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  President  called  for  reports  iiom  standing  and  se- 
lect committees. 

J.  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy, 
made  a  report  with  respect  to  such  alteration  of  the  Dis- 
cipline as  will  point  out  the  manner  in  which  a  Bishop 
may  be  made  superannuated  or  supernumerary.  Read,  ana 
laid  on  the  table. 

F.  Reed,  chairman  of  the  Commit^e  on  Sabbath 
Schools,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject.  Read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  pre- 
sented a  report,  which  was  read.  ' 

O.  Scott  stated  t)iat  the  minority  of  the  committee  had 
a  report  which  they  wished  to  present,  ^oved  that  the 
report  of  the  majority  be  laid  on  thelable  for  the  present. 
Carried. 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  report  of  the  minority  be 
read.  After  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  lay  this  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  oh  Slavery- 
was  again  taken  up;  The  €rst  resolution  accompanying 
the  report  was  read. 

Moved  to  adjourn «     Lost. 

O.  Scott,  rising  to  speak,  and  intimating  that  he  would 
probably  extend  his  remarks  beyond  fifteen  mimites ;  it 
was,  on  motion,  resolved  to  suspend  the  rule  restricting  a 
iqpeal^er  to  fif^en  nnnutes,  so  as  to  permit  brother  Scott 
to  proceed  at  his  own  discretion. 

Moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

After  brother  Scott  had  proceeded  some  time  with  his 
reroariLs,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  pre- 
vailed ;  and  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 
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FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Hed- 
dinf  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  a  portion 
of  3ie  Holy  Scriptures,  singing  and  prayer,  by  J.  Hol- 
dich. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  on  the  memo- 
rial in  relation  to  Lewis  Garrett,  namely :  Peter  Akers, 
Lovick  Pierce,  and  Benjamin  M.  Drake. 

Conference  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  nn-  ^^JJJ"^^  ^*^    ^ 
finished  business  of  yesterday,  it  being  the  first  resolution  *  suvwy. 
accompanying  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
The  discussion  was  renewed. 
«  On  motion.  Conference  resolved,  that  when  it  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 

During  the  debate,  brother  Crowder  being  on  the  floor, 
and  having  spoken  fifteen  minutes,  a  motion  was  made 
that  he  have  liberty  to  proceed  with,  and  conclude  his  re- 
marks. For  this,  a  substitnte  was  moved  in  these  wordsj 
That  the  rule  restficting  speaking  to  fifteen  minutes  be 
suspended  during  the  discussion  of  the  subject  before  the 
Conference.     Lost. 

The  question  recurring  npon  the  original  motion,  it  was 
withdrawn  by  the  mover,  but  was  immediately  renewed, 
and  adopted. 

As  the  time  had  elapsed.  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet 
this  afternoon,  at  three  o'ciock. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjponi- 
mei^t.  Bishop  Andrew  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Dodge. 

Reports  from  standing  committees  w^ere  called  for,  and  ^SjJiJjJ-. 
John  Early,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episco**    ^■•®**P'^- 
pacy,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the 
table. 

,  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  chairman  of  the  Committee  ou  ^^2P^St5L5!?^ 
the  Expenses  of  Delegates,  presented  a  report,  which    '^  '" 

was  read,  amended,  ana  adopted,  as  follows,  namely: — 

^'  The  committee  appointed  '  to  ascertain  the  expenses 
of  the  delegates  to  this  Conference,  and  the  amount  of 
moneys  collected  and  sent  up  to  this  Conference  to  meet 
that  object,'  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  have  attended 
to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  present  the  following,  as 
the  result  of  their  investigation. 
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New-York 

$22.3  50 

461  83 

238  BS 

New-England 

233  04 

205  56 

27  4S 

MaiM 

lMf8  60 

\P6  S9 

199  21 

** 

■ --  "5 


I 


to 


Jtrnnal  af  QtneKd  .C«itfortne$,  1840. 


f. 


\ 


B«portofCom 

DelegeOion: 

Expenteg. 

CoUeetiont. 

DeJUienciet. 

8urpk». 

N.  Hampshire     246  04 

160  91 

85  13 

Troy 

145  50 

224  01 

78  51 

Pittsburg' 

225  00 

228  50 

8  50 

Erie 

S)98  87 

245  91 

52  97 

Black  Hiver 

170  50 

101  56 

68  94 

Oneida 

215  73 

254  66 

38  93 

Michigan 

373  76 

214  61 

159  15 

Genesee 

307  40 

198  35 

109  05 

r*       ■'-.    '  ■  /  ' 

Ohio 

512  00 

358  15 

153  85 

Missouri 

344  00 

138  25 

205  75 

Illinois 

790  36 

397  59 

392  77 

* 

Kentucky 

389  75 

239  85 

149  90 

430  00 

382  00 

48  00 

Tennessee 

614  15 

614  15 

H<^toa 

265  00 

139  41 

125  59 

Arkansas 

385  63 

181  00 

204  63 

Mississippi 

430  00 

545  63 

115  69 

Alabama 

,664  25 

461  43 

202  81 

Georgia 

648  84 

505  08 

•  143  76 

S.  Carolina 

467  25 

,405  99 

61  26 

N.  Carolina 

148  83 

46  16 

102  66 

Virginia 

130  37 

160  37 

30  00 

Baltimore 

101  00 

300  62 

199  69 

Philadelphia 

51  25 

526  76 

475  51 

N.  Jersey 
Expenses 

59  37 

303  78 

244  40 

$9170  20  $8108  72  $2485  91  $1424  43 

Collections 

8108  72 

Deficiency    $1061  48 

**  From  the  reference  of  certain  papers  to  your  committee 
they  have  inferred,  that  this  Conference  expected  them 
to  propose  some  plan  for  the  distribution  of  the  funds  in 
their  hands,  or  for  making  up  the  deficiency  that  now  ex-^ 
ists ;  and  they  have  accordingly  taken  the  subject  into 
consideration. 

**  They  find  from  the  documents  placed  in  their  hands, 
that  eight  Annual  Conferences  have  by  resolution  re- 
quested this  General  Conference  to  make  no  draft  on  the 
Book  Concern,  to  meet  the  deficiencies  of  the  delegates, 
and  that  three  Conferences  have  formally  refused  to  con- 
enr  in  said  request ;  and  taking  it  for  granted  that  the 
remaining  seventeen  Conferences  have  either  refused  to 
concur  in  said  request,  or  have  had  no  action  in  the 
premises,  they  respectfully  submit  the  IbUowing  resolu- 
tions, namely : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of 
^  Delegate  be,  and  kere^  are,  AUtlionzed  to  draw  «tt 
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the  General  Book  Concern  for  the  Bum  of  •1061  48,  i  i^*ip£J^ 
bebg  the  amount  necessary  to  make  up  the^deficiencies  ^^^^^ 
of  the  delegates. 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  all  moneys  which  have  been,  or 
may  h'ereafler  be  collected,  within  the  bounds  of  the 
several  Conferences,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  delegates  to  this  General  Conference,  and 
which  have  not  come  to  hand,  be  forwarded  to  the  Agents 
of  tile  Book  Concern,  tp  aid  the  funds  of  that  institution.  • 
''All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

*'  Charles  W.  Carpsnter,  Chairman. 

'*  BaUimarey  May  20,  1^0." 

Ignatins  A.  Few,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ednca- 
tien,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion 
laid  on  the  table. 

P.  Rice,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
Oiade  a  report.     Laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Levings,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Com* 
raunication  of  the  Agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on 
the  table. 

M.  Richardson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on  mo« 
tion  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
perance, presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  a  motioit 
made  by  P.  P.  Sandfoid  to  recommit  it.  This  gave  rise 
to  coDsiderid[>le  debate.  Subsequently,  G.  Peck  proposed 
to  amend  the  motion,  by  instructing  the  committee  to  ex* 
punge  from  the  report  that  part  which  gives  their  interpre- 
tation of  the  constitutional  restriction.  This  was  admitted 
by  the  mover.  While  the  motion  was  under  discussion 
Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half- 
past  eight  o'clock. 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  23. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened 
with  religious  exercises  by  J.  A  Collins.  v^ 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  regular  order  of  business  '^U^yo^^JJ 
was  suspended  in  order  to  receive  a  protest  from  a  number  sivteiy. 
of  our  ministers  and  members  in  the  city  of  New- York, 
against  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  slavery  presented  by 
brother  Scott  on  Satiirday,  May  2d,  purporting  to  be 
signed  by  more  than  one  thousand. one  hundred  members 
of  our  church  at  New- York. 

The  protest  and  accompanying  documents  were  read,    ^ 
and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.    «      vaf^nrT 


Refemdtotki 
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k»p6tt  fiathtK 
CMMidered, 


P.  Ric6  moved  frortlier  to  suspend  the  order  of  businesff^ 
foor  the  puijxrae  of  taking  up  the  report  on  boundaries^ 
Lost. 

.  The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  the  rej^rt  of  the 
Committee  on  Temperance,  was  resumed,  on  the  ques- 
tion of  recommitting  it  with  instructions. 

B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  lay  the 'motion  on  the  table; 
when  P.  P.  Sandford  withdrew  his  motion. 

Nr  Bangs  moved  to  adopt  the  resolution  impended  to 
the  report.  Brother  Petherbridge  proposed  to  strike  out 
the  word  **  sacramental." 

On  motion  of  E.  Robinson,  the  amendment  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

N.  Levings  moved  to  strike  out  the  yord  "  spiritDOUs,** 
and  in  place  of  it  insert  **  intoxicating ';"  and  to  add  the 
word  "  wine"  before  "  sacramental." 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  this  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  N.  Bangs'  motion,  and 
H.  Slicer  moved  to  recommit  the  resolution.  On  motion 
of  John  A.  Collins^  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  session  was  then  prolonged  for  half  an  hour. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  lay  brother  Bangs^  resolution  on 
the  table.     Lost. 

A  division  of  the  resolution  in  the  report  was  called  for, 
when  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  made,  and  lost. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  waa  renewed,  and  failed; 
but  the  time  to  which  the  session  had  been  extended 
hnving  expired,  the  appointments  were  read,  notices  given, 
^d  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  on  Monday  morning, 
May  25,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


j€k^%LCtiaKk 


VovyMTs' trial 
«rpnach«n. 
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MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair;  and  was  opened 
with  ther usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  G.  Baker. 

Bishop  Hedding  presented  a  communication  from  the 
trustees  of  the  John-street  Church,  New- York,  offering 
to  sell  the  property  for  missionary  premises.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  several  preachers,  praying  the 
prolongation  of  ministerial  iMK>bation.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal. 

On  motion,  P.  P.  Sandford  had  permission  to  leave  the 
General  Conference  the  latter  part  of  this  week. 

Conference  then  proceeded  to  receive  reports  from 
standing  and  select  committees. 

S.  Luckey,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
presented  a  report,  proposing  modifications  in  the  Consti- 
tution ^of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the^  M.  £.  Church 
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Also,  a  report  in  regard  to  our  missiotne  generally ;  which 
were,  on  motion,  Isnd  on  the  uble'  for  the  present  without 
reading. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  Committee  on  ReTisal,  presented  ^jJj^/^Sj 
a  report  respecting  the  duty  of  preachers.    Read,  and  laid    gndrr. 
on  the  table. 

Also,  a  report  proposing  sundry  amendments  to  the 
Discifdine,  which  was  rea^  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the 
table. 

Also,  a  report  respecting  district  stewards.  Read,  and 
laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  report  respecting  the  duty  of  Presiding  Elders. 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Also,  a  report  with  respect  to  singing  in  our  churches ; 
which  was  read,  and  on  motion  adopted,  as  follows, 
via.: — 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal,  &c.,  have  taken  into  con-  *j^  ^■i*^ 
sideration  the  memorial  from  Urbana,  Ohio,  relative  to 
singing.  The  memorialists  complain  that  in  many  of  our 
churches  choirs  have  been  organized,  who  sit  apart  from 
the  great  body  of  the  church,  and  are  permitted  wholly  to 
govern  the  singing :  and  that,  by  introducing  such  tunes 
as  our  members  cannot  sing,  they  render  it  impossible  for 
a  large  majority  of  our  members  io  participate  in  this  part 
of  God's  worship.  Your  memorialists  are  solicitous  that 
the  General  Conference  should  express  their  views  of  the 
intent  and  meaning  of  our  rules  of  Discipline  on  this 
subject. 

'*  Your  committee  fully  believe  that  it  is  not  the  design  of 
our  rules  on  this  subject,  that  choirs  should  be  formed  so  as 
to  exclude  the  church  and  congregation  from  uniting  in  this 
interesting ^art  of  divine  worship.  This  is  manifest  from 
the  circumstance  that  our  rules  particularly  guard  against 
formality  in  singing,  provide  for  singing  schools,  object  to 
fugue  tunes,  direct  that  the  congregation  be  taught  the 
tune  by  the  singers,  singing  the  tenor,  only,  and  expressly 
require  the  preacher  'to  exhort  every  person  in  the  con* 
gregation  to  sing.' 

'*  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  evils  of  which 
the  memorialists  complain  may  be  remedied  to  a  consi* 
derable  extent  by  atten^^ng  to  the  present  rules  of  Disci 
pline  on  this  subject. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

«  T.  SpidER,  Chairman. 

''May  2^,  1840."- 

The  chairman  of  Committee  on  Revisal  also  reported  nevfMi,iio  is 
back  a  resolution  heretofore  referred  to  them,  which,  on 
ipotion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Win.  Winand,  chairman  of  the  Comttiittee  on  Petitiotis 
for  a  Lay  Delegation,  <&c.,  made  a  report,  Mrhich  was 
read,  with  an  accompanying  resolution. 

O.  Sc^tt  moved  to  lay  the  report  and  resolution  on  the 
table,  and  make  them  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

liOSt. 

The  report  #a8,  oH  motion,  adopted,  and  reads  as  f<d* 
lows,  viz. : — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
and  memorials  on  the  subjects  of  a  moderate  Episcopacy, 
the  election  of  Presiding  Elders  by  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, and  a  lay  delegatiod  in  the  General  Conference^ 
have  bestowed  upon  the  matters  submitted  to  them  the 
attention  which  they  were  conceived  to  merit,  ^nd  submit 
the  following  report : — 

"  It  appears  that  the  petitions  and  memorials  on  these 
subjects  have  been  obtained  by  a  concerted  operation,  under 
the  direction  of  some  single  intellect ;  inasmuch  as  nearly 
every  petition  on  any  one  of  these  subjects  is  not  only 
aubstantially,  but  literally,  the  same — ^most  of  them  being 
printed  slips,  cut  from  some  newspaper;  and  where  they 
are  written,  literal  copies  of  i^uch  as  are  printed.  This 
fact  induced  a  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  committee 
that  these  petitions  and  memorials  are  the  result  of  agita- 
tion,  and  not  of  original  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of  most 
of  the  persons  signing  these  petitions  and  memorials ; 
and  therefore  by  no  means  deserving  the  same  considera- 
tion  as  if  they  were  the  spontaneous  expression  of  the 
dissatisfaction  of  the  petitioners  and  memorialists.  But, 
were  it  otherwise,  the  number  of  the  petitioners  is  so  very 
small  in  proportion  to  the  entire  membershipr  of  the  M. 
£.  Church,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  these 
memorials  and  petitions,  regarding,  not  individual  griev 
ances,  but  general  interests,  are  entitled  to  no  other  consi- 
deration than  that  to  which  they  are  entitled  as  mere  ar- 
guments in  favour  of  the  courses  indicated.  And,  as  the 
committee  have  not  seen  reason  to  attach  much  import- 
ance to  them  in  this  light,  they  are  not  prepared  td 
recommend  the  measures  which  are  called  for  by  these 
petitions  and  memorials. 

*'  Moreover,  the  committee  having  witnessed  the  opera- 
tion of  the  present  system  of  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
government,  and  being  persuaded  that  its  operation  has 
beea  eminently  useful,  would  require  the  most  cogent 
reasons  to  induce  them  to  recommend  changes  so  import- 
ant and  so  fundamental ;  especially  as  two,  at  least,  of 
these  changes  have  been,  after  long,  grave,  and  deliberate 
consideration,  recently  declined  by  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.     The  conunittee  refer  to  the  proceedings  of 
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the  General  Conference  i^  1828,  for  the  light  in  which  Kapoit  oa  liir 
1^  election  of  Presiding  Elders  by  the  Amraal  Confer-   ^wU0b,«^ 
ences,  and  a  lay  delegation  in  the  General  Conference, 
was  then  viewed,  and  the  decision  which  was  made  by 
the  Church  on  these  subjects. 

*<  With  the  views  above  presented,  the  committee  cafk 
4^  BO  other  than  submit  the  following  resolution,  vis.  :•— 

**  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  change  the  form 
of  our  Church  government  in  any  of  the  matters  suggested 
in  the  petitions  and  memorials  which  have  been  under 
die  consideration  of  the  committee. 

*'  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

''  W.  WiNANs,  Chairman. 

**  Baltimore,  May  20^  1840." 

Peter  Cartwright,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the 
cases  of  Wm.  Heath  and  Wmi.  Houston,  presented  two 
reports,  which  were  read,  and  the  latter  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present,  while  the  former  was  adopted,  as  follows, 
lis.: — 

'*  The  committee  appointed  to  examine  the  case  of  Rev.  >g^<«  Wm 
Wm.  Heath,  late  member  of  the  Missouri  Annual  Confer-    "•■****'  ••■•• 
ence,  but  now  a  local  preacher  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows : — 

*' Having  taken  into  consideration  the  communication 
of  the  said  Rev.  Wm.  Heath,  together  with  the  evidence 

groduced  in  the  case,  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  he 
as  no  just  grounds  for  an  appeal  to  this  Conference,  for 
the  redemption  of  any  pledge  given  him  in  the  economy 
of  Methodism,  either  expressed  or  implied. 

"Your  committee  therefore  would  offer  the  following 
resolution,  viz.  :— 

**  Resolved,  That  whOe  we  sym|>athiae  with  our  aged 
and  infirm  brother,  the  appellant,  in  his  poverty,  and 
deeply  deplore  his  misfortunes,  as  set  forth  in  his  com- 
munication to  this  Conference,  we  feel  in  duty  bound  to 
decide  that  Rev.  Wm.  Heath  has  no  just  grounds  for  com- 
plaint or  appeal  in  the  premises  ;  and  that  he  be  so  inform- 
ed by  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference,  at  his  earliest 
possible  convenience. 

<*  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"P.  Cartwright,  Chairman. 
"JIfoy  16,  1840." 

D.  Ostrander,  cbairmaa  of  the  committee  raised  on  tk€ 
complaint  of  Bishop  Hedding  against  a  certain  Annual 
Conforence^  presented  a  report^  which  was.  read,  and 
adopted,  as  follows,  viz.  :-^ 

**  Tho  committee  to  whom  the  coihmuldcatioa  of  Bp. 
JUddiiig  Was  retefed»  repori^ 
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^'That  they  have  bad  a  meeting  to  consider  the  sqIh 
jeqt  referred  to  them,  the  Bishop  and  the  delegates  froni 
the  Conference  alluded  to  being  present,  That  proposi- 
tions were  made  in  the  presence  of  year  committee,  by 
the  parties,  which  were  accepted,  and  the  difficultif  s  amir 
cably  settled.  The  charges  were  then  withdrawn,  and 
the  committee,  having  nothing  more  tado  in  the  premises, 
ask  to  be  discharged. 

"D.  OsTRANDsa,  CluuTman,^ 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  Conferencie  resolved  to  meet 
again  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  day,  the  appeal  of  J.  Smith, 
sen.,  was  deferred  until  this  afternoon,  and  the  unfinished 
business  of  Saturday,  the  report  on  temperance,  was  taken 
up.  The  question  being  on  the  first  division  of  the  res(^ 
lation,  the  proposal  to  strike  out,  it  was  adopted,  thus : — 

''  Resolved,  That  sec.  8,  chap.  2,  on  page  90  of  the 
Discipline,  be  stricken  out" 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  moi- 
tion  of  H.  Slicer,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  the  balance  of  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

R.  W.  Petherbridge  offered  a  resolution,  and  brother 
Slicer  offered  a  substitute,  proposing  to  restore  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's original  rule. 

This  was  discussed  at  some  length ;  during  the  discus- 
sion of  which,  the  session  was  prolonged  fifteen  minutes. 
At  a  quarter  before  one  o'clock,  m  the  midst  of  the  debate. 
Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  again  this  aflernoon,  at 
three  o'clock. 
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MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment. Bishop  Roberts  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  exercises  by  brother  Wilson. 

On  motion  of  E.  Robinson,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
suspended  to  enable  him  to  present  a  paper  from  Maine, 
in  regard  to  church  property.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Churches  and  Parsonages. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  had  leave  to  sit  during 
Conference  hours. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  the  appeal  of  James  Smith, 
sen'r,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  on  oMrtion,  the 
a|^>eal  was  admitted. 

The  journals  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  relating 
to  the  case  were  read.  J.  Smith  addressed  the  Coi^ 
ference  in  his  defence,  asking  a  new  trial,  and  was 
followed  by  M.  Scnrin,  L.  Scott^  %  Whii«,  and  S.  Higgia% 
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delegates  of  tbe  Philadelphia  Conference,  in  ireply. 
Bro&er  Smith  responded,  and  concluded  his  defence  on 
his  own  part.  On  motion  he  had  liberty  to  obtain  aid  in 
his  defence.  P.  P.  Sanford  spoke  in  behalf  of  brother 
€mlth. 

J.  S.  Tomtinson  offered  the  following  resolution:— 
**  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  brother  James  Smith,  sen., 
alleges  that  he  has  in  his  possession  testimony  which  was 
not  before  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  and  which  in  his ' 
opinion  would  exculpate  him  from  one  of  the  charges 
upon  which  he  was  expelled  from  the  Philadelphia  Con* 
ference,  said  Conference  be  and  hereby  is  directed  to 
grant  him  a  new  trial." 

J.  Early  moved  the  following  as  a  substitute :  "  Resolv- 
ed, That  the  decision  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  in 
the  case  of  James  Smith,  sen.,  be  affirmed."  This  sub- 
sdtnte  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson's  resolution  was  then  adopted,  sixty-two 
voting  in  the  affirmative  and  thirty-seven  in  the  negative. 

Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  al 
^ght  o'clock. 


AjOpBtX  of  J. 
8iBttli,aoB. 


N«wtiUoid» 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Hed' 
ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exer- 
cises by  D.  B.  Randall.  , 

On  motion  of  C.  W.  Carpenter,  the  order  of  business 
\7a8  suspended,  and  he  was  authorized,  as  chairman  of  the  ^ 

Committee  on  Expenses,  to  refund  twenty  dollars  to  the  * 

delegates  from  the  Mississippi  Conference. 

T.  Spicer,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  pre-  ^notittctm- 
sented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  triid  of  koal  preachers,  ^*^**  *^ 
Read,  and  laid  on  the  table.'  ^rtotf,K*.M. 

On  motion  the  mle  was  suspended  to  enable  the  Con« 
ferenoe  to  take  up  the  report  on  bonndariea.  The 
tepoft  was  taken  up  item  by  item,  read,  amended,  and 
adopted,  as  fbllowa : — 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

"The  Committee  on  Boundaries  having  matureljr  coi»>  Report dfOM^ 
sidered  the  various  petitiona,  memorials,  &c.,  referred  to    "'■«>""*"»*^ 
them,  beg  leave  to  submit  the  foHowing  report,  via. :  The 
boundaries  of  the  several  Annnal  Conferenees  shall  be  as 
follows : — '. 

"1.  Thb  New-York  CmpBRBKCB  shall  include  aU 
that  is  now  embraced  in  the  New- York,  White  I^ains, 
New-Haven,  Poughkeepsie,  Hartford,  Rhinebeck,  Dela«^ 
ware,  and  Newburg  Districts. 

'*  2.  Providencb  Confbrbncb  shall  include  tliat  put  of 
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the  state  of  Connecticut  lying  east  of  the  Coaaecticcit 
Riv^r,  all  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  part  of  the 
9tate  of  Massachusetts  l3ang  south-east  of  a  line  drawn 
from  the  north-east  comer  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run 
as  to  leave  the  Walpole  station  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Providence  Conference. 

<*  3.  Nbw^Enoland  Conferencs  shall  include  all  the 
stater  of  Massachusetts  lying  east  df  the  Green  Mountains 
not  embraced  in  the  New-York,  New-Hampshire,  and 
Providence  Conference^. 

<<  4.  Mains  Conference  shaU  inckde  all  the  state  of 
Maine,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  iyiag 
east  of  the  White  Hills,  and  north  of  the  waters  of  Os- 
sipee  liSke. 

*'  5.  New-Hamf6hirb  Conference  shall  inclnde  all 
the  state  of  New-Hampshire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine 
Conference,  that  part  of  the  state  of  Vermont  east  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  Massachu* 
atetts  north-east  of  the  Merrimack  River. 

"  6.  Troy  Conference  shall  include  the  Albany,  Troyt 
Poultney,  Burlington,  and  Plattsburg  Districts. 

<*  7.  Black  River  Conference  shall  include  that  part 
of  the  state  of  New-York  west  of  the  Troy  Conference  not 
enbraced  in  the  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as  the 
Erie  Canal,  and  all  the  societies  on  the  immediate  banks 
of  said  canal,  except  Ulica  and  Canistota. 

<^6.  Oneida  Co>-ferencb  shall  include  that  part  of 
the  state  of  New- York  east  of  Cayuga  Lake  not  embraced 
in  the  New- York,  Troy,  and  Black  River  Conferences, 
and  the  Susquehannah  District,  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl* 
Tania. 

^*  9.  Genesee  Contbrenob  shall  inclnde  that  part  of 
the  state  of  New-York'lying  Svest  of  a  line  running  sooth 
from  Lake  Ontario,  by  way  of  Cayuga  Lake,  to  Penn- 
sylvania, not  embraced  in  the  Erie  Conference,  and  so  much 
ii  the  north  part  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  as  is  included 
in  Seneca  Lake,  Dansville,  and  Catarangus  Districts. 

"  10.  Erie  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north 
by  Lake  Erie,  on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the 
BMttth  of  Cataraugus  Creek,  thence  to  the  Alleg^hany 
River  at  the  mouth  of  Tunanqnant  Creek,  thence  up  said 
oreek  eastward  to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the  waters 
of  Clarion  and  Sinnamahoning  Creeks,  thence  east  to  the 
head  of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek  to  the 
AUegh any  River,  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north-west- 
erly direetion  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  the 
Borih  part  of  Butler  and  Newcastle  circuits,  thence  west 
to  the  Ohio  Canal,  thence  along  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie, 
incliid^ig  Clea«elasid  city. 
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••11.  PiTTSiURO  CoN^BRBNCB  slitli  be  bounded  Oil  the  ^^^Sn^JjSjJ" 
north  by  ibe  Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  by  the  Alleghany  ^ 
Mountains,  on  the  south  by  a  line  stretching  from  the  head 
of  Tygeri's  Valley  to  the  Ohio  River,  so  as  to  embrace  Midr 
dleburn  circuit  and  Kanawha  mission,  thence  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Muskingum  River,  and  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  tl|« 
towns  of  Marietta  and  Zanesville,  to  the  Tuscarawas  Rivera 
and  thence  up  said  river  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conferepce. 

"  12.  Ohio  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Great  Miami  River,  running  north  with  the  state 
line  to  the  line  of  Dark  county,  excluding  Elizabethtown, 
thence  eastwardly  along  the  line  of  the  North  Ohio  Con* 
ference,  so  as  to  exclude  the  circuits  of  Greenville,  Sid- 
uey,  (except  Westville  and  M'Farlands,)  Belfontaine,  Allen 
mission,  Richwood,  Marion,  Delaware,  and  Roscpe,  to 
the  Muskingum  River,  thence  down  said  river  so  as  toUf 
include  the  towns  of  Zanesville  and  Marietta^  and  Ka- 
nawha District,  in  Virginia,  thence  down  the  Ohio  River 
to  the  place  of  beginning. 

'•  13.  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that' 
part  of  the  state  of  Ohio  not  included  in  the  Ohio,  Pitts- 
burg, and  Erie  Conferences. 

'*  14.  Michigan  Conference  shall  include  the  stiftte 
of  Michigan. . 

*^  15.  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  the  state 
of  Indiana,  and  Eltzabethtown  in  Ohio. 

<*  16.  Rock  River  Conference  shall  include  that  pavt 
of  the  state  of  Illinois  not  embraced  in  the  vlllinois  Con- 
ference, and  the  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  Territories. 

*'  17.  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Illinois,  except  that  part  north  of  the  following  line,  viz. : — 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Rock  River,  thence  up  ^aid 
river  to  the  mouth  of  Green  River,  thence  up  said  river 
to  the  Winnebago  Swamp,  thence  down  the  south  brap<di 
oi  the  Bureaif  River  to  the  Illinois  River,  thence  up  said 
liver  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kankakee,  thence  up  the  ^b/o,^ 
kakee  River  to  the  east  line  of  the  state  of  Illinois. 

"  18.  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Missouri  and  that  part  of  Missouri  Territory  whieh,  liof 
north  of  the  Cherokee  line. 

"  19.  Kentucky  Conference  shall  ipclude  the«  stati 
of  Kentucky,  except  so  much  of  the  said  state  as  liae 
west  of  the  Tennessee  River. 

'*20.  Holston  Conference  shall  include  East  Tenr 
nessee  and  that  pan  of  the  states  of  Georgia,  South  Ct^ 
lolina.  North  Can^ipa,  and  Virginia,  now  embraced  in  th^ 
Newtown,  Ashville,  Wytheville,  Abingdon,  and  Greea- 
Ville  Districts. 

.    ''21.   Tennessee  Conference  shall  include  Middle 
Tonnessee  and  North  Alabama. 
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"22.  MsMPHts  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Tombigbee  River,  Alabama  state  lii)/e,  and 
Tennessee  River,  on  the  north  by  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi Rivers,  west  by  the  Mississippi  Rirer,  and  south  by 
a  line  ninning  dne  east  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the 
south-west  comer  of  Tallahatchie  county,  thence  due  east 
to  the  south-eastern  corner  of  Yallabusha  county,  thence 
in  a  straight  line  to  the  north-western  corner  of  Oktibaha 
county,  thence  due  east  to  the  Tombigbee  River. 

"^3.  Ahkansajb  Conference  shall  include  the  state 
of  Arkansas,  that  part  of  Missouri  Territory  south  of  the 
Cherokee  line,  and  so  much  of  Texas  as  is  now  embraced 
in  the  Red  River  Distfict. 

"  24.  Texas  Conference  shall  inelnde  the  Republic, 
of  Texas,  except  what  is  embraced  in  the  Red  River  Dis^ 
Strict,  Arkansas  Conference. 

"25.  Mississippi  Conference  shall  include  all  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Mississippi  not  embraced  in  the  Ala* 
bama  and  Memphis  Conferences,  and  all  the  state  of  Lon-^ 
idana. 

"  26.  Alabama  Conference  shall  include  South  Ala- 
bama, West  Florida,  and  the  counties  of  Jackson,  Greene, 
Wayne,  Clark,  Lauderdale,  Kemper,  Noxubee,  Lowndes, 
and  that  part  of  Monroe  east  of  the  Tombigbee  River,  in 
the  state  of  Mississippi. 

"27.  Georgia  Conference  shall  include  all  the  state 
6f  Georgia,  except  what  is  now  embraced  in  the  New- 
town District  in  the  Holston  Conference,  East  and  Mid- 
dle Florida. 

"  28.  South  Carolina  Conference  shall  include  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  (except  that  part  of  said  state 
how  embraced  in  the  Holston  Conference,)  and  so  much 
of  North  Carolina  as  is  included  in  the  Lincolnton  and 
Wilmington  Districts.  "^ 

<*29.  North  Carolina  Conference  shall  be  bound- 
ed on  the  east  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  north  by 
Albemarle  Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton  Rivers,  on  the 
west  by  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  including  the  counties 
flf  Wilkes  and  Iredell,  on  the  south  by  the  south  lines  of 
IredeU,  Rowan,  Davidson,  Randolph,  and  Chatham,  thence 
by  Cape  Fear  River,  except  those  appointments  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Wilmington  and  Lincolnton  Districto. 

"  30.  Virginia.  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay  atid  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on 
the  south  by  Albemarle  Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton 
Rivers,  on  ihe  west  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  the  north  by 
the  Rappahannock  River,  except  Fredericksburg  and 
Port  Royal. 

^3L  Baltimore  Conference  shall  include  the  re- 
maining part  of  Virginia  not  embraced  in  ihe  Virginia, 
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Holaton,  Ohio,  Pittsburg,  and  Philadelphia  Conferences,  ^fSj^^SS: 
the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland,  eixcept  a  small  portion 
included  in  the  Pitt^urg  Conference,  and  that  part'' of 
Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
west  of  Susquehannah  River,  including  Northumberland 
District. 

"  32.  Philadelphia  Confsb,snc£  shall  include  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  state  of 
Delaware,  and  all  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  between 
the  Susquehannah  and  Delaware  Rivers,  except  so  mueh 
^as  is  included  in  the  Baltimore,  Oneida,  and  New-Jersey 
Conferences. 

*'  33.    Nxw^ERSEY    Conference   shall  indiude   the 
^whole  state  of  New-Jersey,  Staten  Island,  and  so  much 
of  the  states  of  New- York  find  Pennsylvania  as  is  now  ^ 
included  in  the  Paterson  District. 

"  34.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  The  Liberu 
Mission  Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  ex- 
cept that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General  Conference, 
and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Book  Concern  and  of  the  Chartered  Fun^. 

"Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  reqi^est 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  asking  the  privilege  of  di- 
viding within  the  next  four  years,  ought  not  to  be  granted. 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"P.  Rice,  Chairman. 

''Baltimore,  May  22,  1840."  ,. 


Conference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  three  o'clock. 

M.  Richardson,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  atid, 
according  to  rule,  laid  on  the  table. 

D.  Ostrander  moved  to  reconsider  the  case  of  Silas 
Comfort,  on  his  appeal  to  this  Conference. 

While  this^  motion  was  pending.  Conference  adjourned 
to  meet  this  aflemoon,  at  three  o'clock. 


Report  of  Com- 
mitteeonBook 
Concein. 


to  m* 
joomadat     the 

uomzoit. 


TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  Bishop  Andrew  in  the 
chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises 
by  brother  Levings.  

The  following  motion  of  D.  Ostrander,  under  considera-  case  of  shu 
tion  this  morning  at  the  time  of  adjournment,  was  taken    ^^JJ'^*^" 
up  and  adopted,   Conference   having  first  reconsidered 
ine  case  :-^*^  Wherein,  it  appears  from  the  journal  of  the  Ai^peei  not  on. 
Missouri  Conference  that  no  censure  was  fixed  upon,  nor    **'*•'*•'' 
reproof  given  to  Silas  Comfort,  in  the  vote  of  said  Con- 

6  '  '     -■- 
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ferenfce,  but  that  he  wns  simply  found  to  liare  erred  hi  judg^ 
ment,  and  his  chara<cter  was<' passed  without  censure,—- 
Therefore,  after  mature  deHberatian  by  the  General  Coe' 
ference,  be  it  resolved,  That  die  appeal  of  Silas  Comfort 
be  not  entertained." 

While  the  above  was  under  discussion,  J.  S.  Tomlinson 
Se*2boi!«i£d  ^^^^^  ^®  ft^owing  substitute,  which  was  laid  on  the  ta« 
;  on  the  table,     ble  before  Di  Ostrandet's  motion  was  adopted : — **  Where- 

•  as,  the  decision  of  the  Missouri  Conference  in  the  case 
of  Silas  Comfort  involved  no  punishment  or  cersure,  re- 

^  solved.  That  the  appeal  which  he  made  to  this  body  from 

that  decision  should  not  be  entertained,  and  that  all  the 
proceedings  of  this  body,  growing  out  of  the  entertain- 
ment of  said  appeal,  (including  the  resolution  of  brotheV 

#  Few,  concerning  the  testimony  of  coloured  persons,)  should 
be  and  hereby  are  ordered  to  be  erased  from  the  journal.'^ 

G.  Peck  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  I.  A. 
Few,  which  passed  the  Conference  on  Monday,  May  18th. 
While  this  motion  wa^  pending,  Conference  adjourned  to 
meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


Motion  to  xe- 
conslder  I.  A. 
Few*!  retola- 
tlon. 


Bepoft  No.  ftf  of 
Committee  on 
Slwrery. 


lepoitof  Com- 
nfttee    on 
Oivrchee 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  27. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Waugh 
in  liie  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by 
brother  Fatten. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  and 
select  committees. 

N.  Bangs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  pre- 
sented a  report  with  respect  to  the  protest  of  sundry  per- 
sons in  New- York  city,  against  a  memorial  on  slavery, 
presented  and  referred  on  May  2d,  purporting  to  come  from 
one  thousand  one  hundred  members  of  our  church.  Read, 
and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  T.  Mitchell,  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Centenary 
Subscriptions,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  on 
motion  laid  on  the  table. 

S.  G.  Roszel,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Churches 
and  Parsonages,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and 
adopted',  as  follows : — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  our 
churches  and  parsonages,  beg  leave  to  present  the  follow- 
ing report : 

'*  By  a  resolution  of  the  last  Greneral  Conference,  it  was 
made  the  duty  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  to  insti- 
tute an  investigation  into  the  state  and  condition  of  &e 
churches  and  parsonages  throughout  the  connection. 
This  investigation  was  to  include  the  number,  the  tenure 
by  which  they  are  secured  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  the 
amount  of  their  habiUties,    Your  committee  regret  to  say 
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tktt  the  rneftBs  sflfiorded  tfaetn  by  wMeh  to  preseiit  any-  ''^'^^{[^U^ 
Cbing  like  a  foil  and  aatisfactory  report  bare  not  ceme    ^-  ^""'°'*^ 
into  their  possesnon.    The  only  eonferences  which  have    <*■ 
made  any  report  on  these  points  are  the  New-Yoik,  Maine, 
Troy,  aad  Philadelphia  Conferences. 

^*Froni  what  information  your  committee  hairebeen  able 
to  obtain,  the  following  particnlan  are  adduced : 

^Fint.  A  large  majority  of  oar  churchee  and  parsonages 
«re  secured  to  the  NL  E.  Chnrch  according  to  the  Disci- 
fline  of  the  same ;  but  that  a  large  number  are  not  so  se- 
cured, but  are  held  either  in  tmst  for  the  particular  sociedes 
where  they  are  sitoated,  or  are  held  by  individnals  in  trust. ' 

«'  Secmd.  That  much  of  our  church  property  in  these 
United  States  is  gready  indebted :  your  committee,  how- 
«Tier,  know  of  no  better  plan  \ij  which  to  guard  against 
this  evil  in  feture,  than  that  of  a  careful  adherence  to  the 
rule  of  Discipline  on  the  subject  of  building  churches,  dz;c. 

''  Your  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  a  ,  • 
meknorial  from  a  number  of  very  respectable  members  of 
our  church  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  praying  the  General 
Conference  so  to  alter  the  Discipline,  as  to  leave  it  op» 
tional  to  the  people  to  build  churches  viitk  or  vnthmU  free 
8eats:^alsoa  resolution  to  the  same  effect,"  refeired  to 
them  by  this  conference.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
"liowever,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the  Discipline  on 
this  subject. 

"kespectfuUy  submitted, 

''S.  a  RoszsL,  Chakman. 

^'BdUimore,  May  27,  1840.^' 
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L.  Pierce,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Course  of 
Study,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  accord- 
ing to  rule,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  Capers,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy  was  taken  up,  and  the  £rst  resolution 
therein  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  administration  for  the  last  four 
yeats  be  and  the  same  hereby  is  approved." 

The  second  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.  Lost  Moved  to  adopt  Moved  to  strike  out 
•^two"  and  insert  "one;"  for  which  B.  M.  Drake  moved 
as  a  substitute  to  strike  out  "  two,''  and  insert  "  three.** 
Moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.  Carried.  Moved 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  Lost.  The  further 
consideration  of  this  subject  was  postponed,  and  on  mo- 
tion it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

8.  Higgins  presented  a  commnnibation  from  the  true-  ^f^S^gq; 
lees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  <^  the  M.  E.' Church.  On  ciunenT 
motion,  it  was  referred  to  a  select  conunittee  of  three,  to 
oonsider  and  report  therem. 
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Report  on  Epis- 
copacy  in  rela- 
tkm  to  Biibop 
for  Aftica. 


Motion  to 
amend. 


Laid  on  thata- 
Ue. 

depart  on  Book 
Omcem^No.S. 


ConfereDce  resolved  to  hold  another  se^on  aC  thx6# 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Epiacopacy* 
in  relation  to  the  election  and  ordination  of  a  Bishop  for 
Africa,  was  taken  up.  J.  Early  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
port, by  inserting  the  following  in^^e  second  resolution, 
viz. :  **  and  provided  he  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  r^ 
jBDonsibilities,  duties,  and  privileges,  as  are  the  Bishops  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  United  States."  On  motion  this 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  whole  subjeot 
was  then  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  (No.  3)  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern, was  taken  up,  read,  and  after  considerable^  discus- 
sion, and  action  Upon  several  resolutions,  viz.,  Jursi^ 
second,  ihirdf  fourth,  jpftk;  and  on  an  amendment  to  tlM 
sixth;  these  and  the  amendment  were  adopted. 

Conference  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  three  o'clock. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  27.  ' 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  .Mor- 
ris in  the  chair ;  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
exercises  by  brother  Eddy. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  The  seventh  and 
eighth  resolutions  were  adopted.  J.  A.  Collins  moved  to 
amend  the  ninth  resolution,  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
words  "  New- York."  T.  N.  Ralston  moved  to  lay  this 
amendment  on  the  table.  Lost.  After  some  discussion, 
J.  A.  Collins  withdrew  his  motion  to  strike  out,  and  offered 
as  a  substitute  the  following  : — "  The  principal  establish- 
ment of  the  Book  Concern  shall  be  in  the  city  of  New- 
York  ;  and  there  shall  be  such  other  establishments  as 
the  General  Conference  may  deem  expedient.** 

Considerable  discussion  ensued,  when  J.  A.  Collins 
withdrew  his  substitute,  and  renewed  his  motion  to  strike 
out.  The  motion  to  strike  out  prevailed,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  tenth  resolution  was  read,  for  which  N.  Bangs 
offered  a  substitute,  which  was  adopted. 

l^he  eleventh  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted.  {See 
report,  page  116.) 

On  motion  the  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  28. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religioim 
exercises  by  brother  Hudson. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended,  to 


'  direct  the  diairman  of  the  Committee  on  Expenses  to  pay 
twelve  dollars  to  two  brethren,  who  had  received  that 
much  in  counterfeit  notes. 

The  order  of  business  was  further  suspended,  and  the  ^^SS,^vSm- 
appeal  of  Jonas  Scott  was  taken  up.     The  journal  of  the    Banra^ire 
New-Hampshire  Conference  in  the  case  of  Jonas  Scott    ^^***''^'^- 
was  read,  and  the  following  resolutions  were  read  and 
^pted  :— 

"  1 .  ^Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the 
decision  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference  in  the  case 
of  Jonas  Scott,  by  which  he  waa  located  without  his  con* 
sent,  appears  from  the  journals  of  said  Conf^ence  to  be 
defective  for  the  want  of  the  documentary  evidence. 

^2.  ResolvjBd,  That  the  decision  of  the  said  Conference  Dedskm  x^ 
in  the  case  of  said  Jonas  Scott  be  and  the  same  hereby    ▼o'Md. 
is  reversed." 

The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  the  Chartered 
Fund,  vie. : — 

Nathan  Bangs,  John  Early,  Billings  O.  Plimpton. 

The    President   called  for  reports;   when  J.   Early, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  made  a  report,  A«iwt  <n^gj^ 
which  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  j —  2**^  ^^'^ 

'^The  "Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  have  had  under 
consideration  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  several 
Bishpps,  since  the  last  Ceneral  Conference  ;  and  find  that 
Bishop  Roberts's  expenses  lip  to  this  time  have  been 
$40  25  over  the  annual  appropriation  of  $125.  Bishop 
Soule's  expenses  $260  over ;  Bishop  Hedding's  expenses 
have  been  covered  by  the  appropriation;  Bishop  An« 
^ew's  $250  over ;  Bishop  Waugh's  expenses  not  covered 
by  the  appropriation,  but  he  does  not  know  exactly  the 
amount  he  is  deficient,  and  therefore  makes  no  demand ; 
Bishop  Morris's  expenses  overrun  the  appropriati<m 
$99  33.  The  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the 
fimowing  resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  pay  Bishop  Roberts  $40  25 ;  Bishop  Soule 
$260;  Bishop  Andrew  $250  ;  and  Bishop  Morris  $99  33 ; 
and  close  their  accounts  for  travelling  expenses  up  to 
this  date. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"John  Eault,  Chairman, 

''BatimorM,  May  28,  1840." 


W.  Capers,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Address  ^^JJ^^"^^ 
from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection,  made  a  report,    S«ft<mBiS^ 
accompanied  with  letters  to  the  British  and  Canada  Con-    JgJ  ^^  ^ 
ferences,  which  were  read.    Moved  to  adopt  the  report 
and  letters.     (See  Appendix,  Documents  B.  and  C.) 
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Aipift  of  Com- 

BBlttMODLet- 


0.  Scett  ealled  for  a  diviaion  on  adofitiBg  the  letter  to 
&e  British  Conference.  H.  Slicer  mored  lo  reoomnil 
the  report.  Lost  J.  T.  Mitchell  offered  the  foUowing 
resolution,  which  was  adc^pted :  "  Resolred,  That  the  com- 
mittee revise  the  letter  to  the  British  Conference,  so  as  ta^ 
refer  to  our  literary  institutions,  and  to  the  interchange  of 
ifepresentatiyes.'* 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the  report  c^ 
the  cozAimittee. 

1.  On  the  letter  to  the  British  Wesle3ran  Conference  a 
division  was  called  for;  and  on  motion,  that  part  which 
does  not  refer  to  riavery  was  adopted.  That  part  resting 
to  slavery  was  also  adopted;  <Hie  hundred  and  fbartoen 
voting  in  the  affirmative,  and  eighteen  in  the  negative. 

2.  On  the  letter  to  the  Canada  Confe^enoe;  which  was 
adopted. 

The  report,  and  resolutions  annexed,  were  then  adopted^ 
as  foUovrs  :«^ 

''The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters  of 
tan  to'^reat  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  in  Great  Britain,  and 
'^^^     *^  a  document  from  the  -Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  ia 
Upper  Canada,  report, 

'*  1.  Your  coounittee  respectfully  recommend  the  sead^ 
ing  of  a  delegate  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference 
in  Great  Britain,  in  1942 ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  al 
New-Yodk  be  directed  to  furnish  him  with  money  to  ^e* 
fray  all  necessary  expenses  incident  to  his  mission,  as 
your  messenger. 

"2.  Your  committee  further  recommend  the  sending  of 
a  delegate  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of 
Upper  Canada^  at  the  session  of  1841;  and  that  his 
expenses  be  paid  as  above. 

**3.  Your  committee  present  the  following  letters  a» 
being,  in  their  opinion,  proper  to  be  sent  to  the  above-men- 
tioned Conferences ;  one  in  answer  to  the  letters  of  Uie 
British  Conference,  and  in  acknowledgment  of  the  favour  of 
Mr.  Newton's  visit ;  and  the  other  a  letter  of  congratula- 
tion to  our  brethren  of  Canada,  and  in  acknowledgment 
of  the  favour  of  the  visit  of  their  representatives. 

''All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"Wm.  Capers,  Ckakrmtm.'* 

O.  Scott  moved  to  pubhsh  the  Address  from  the  British 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Connection  in  Uie  official  papers  of 
the  M.  E.  Church.    This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  resolution  of  brother  Peck» 
to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  brother  Few,  on  receiving 
the  testimony  of  coloured  persons.  '  Moved  to  lay  the 
above  on  the  table.     Lost. 
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W.  A.  Smith  offered ilio  foUowJsng  sobstitu^  viz.:—  c 

"Resolved,  That  the  resolutioa  offered  by  I.  A-  Few, 
and  ado(>ted  on  Monday,  the  18^  inst,  relatiag  to  the 
testimony  of  persons  of  colour,  be  reconsidered,  and 
amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows,  viz. : 

^  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  unjustifiable  for 
any  preacher  among  us  to  admit  persons  of  colour  to  give 
testimony  on  the  trial  of  white  (Arsons  in  any  slavehold- 
ing  state  or  territory  where  they  are  denied  that  privi- 
lege in  trials  at  law ;  provided,  that  when  an  Annual  Con- 
ference in  any  such  state  or  territory  shall  yJij^gp  it  expe- 
dient to  admit  of  the  introduction  of  suoh  testimony  within 
its  bounds,  it  shall  be  allowed  to  do  so." 

T.  Spicer  called  for  s  division  of  the  resolution.  The 
chair  decided  the  resolution  not  to  be  divisible.  From 
this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken.  The  Conferencis  sus- 
tained the  decision  of  the  chair. 

£.  H.  Pilcher  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  tafaie. 
Carried. 

Conference  then  resolved  to  meet  again  at  three,  P.  M. 

After  much  discussion  xhi  6.  Peck's  motion.  Conference 
adjourned,  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  28. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  pnrsuam  to  adjournment. 
Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was  (^ned  with  reli* 
gious  exercises  by  brother  A.  N.  Filmore. 

Conference  resumed  the  subject  under  consideration  this 
morning — the  motion  to  reconsider  the  resdution  passecT 
on  the  18th,  in  relation  to  the  testimony  of  coloured  persons. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  to  reconsider  on 
the  table.    Lost. 

It  was  moved  to  amend,  for  the  purpose  of  referring  to 
a  committee  the  resolution  of  brother  Few.  J.  A.  Collins 
moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table.    Carried. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  resolution  offered  by 
W.  A.  Smith  this  morning,  as  a  substitute  for  I.  A.  Few's 
resolution,  was  oajled  up. 

G.  Gary  offered  the  following  substitme  for  W.  A* 
Smith's  resolution  :^- 

*'  Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  General  Conference, 
in  Conference  assembled, 

"  1.  That  all  proceei^ngs  of  the  Conference  in  the^^^" 
case  of  the  appeal  of  Silas  Comfort  (with  the  exception 
of  the  decision  that  it  could  not  be  entertained)  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  rescinded.  ^ 

*'  2.  That  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference  on  ih^^^^y^ 
subject  of  the  testimony  of  cok>ured  persons  be,  and  they 
hereby  sie  rescinded. 
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<r  *'  3.  That  the  sereral  Annual  Conferences  be  at  liberty 
to  give  such  directions  to  their  members  as  may  be  deem- 
ed expedient  on  the  subject  of  the  testimony  of  coloured 
parsons." 

On  motion,  the  above  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  the  substitute  called 
up  by  J.  A.  Collins.   Lost. 

L.  Scott  moved  to  amend  the  substitute,  by  striking  out 
^'imjustifiable,"  and  inserting  "udadvisable.*^  This  amend- 
ment was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  about  to  be  taken  on  W.  A.  Smith's 


smitii's  tubeti-  substitute,  when,  on  motion  of  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  the  yeas 
**»*••  and  nays  wore  ordered,  and  were  as  follows  :— 

Yeas:  Hopkins,  Sansom,  Holmes,  Preston,  Ayers, 
Poe,  M'Mahan,  Raper,  Christie,  Youpg,  Hamilton,  Ham- 
line,  Wright,  Munroe,  Green,  Johnson,  Akers,  Cartwright, 
Th6mpson,  Crews,  Clarke,  Mitchell,  Tomlinson,  Bascom^ 
Stamper,  Ralston,  Taylor,  Ames,  Eddy,  Patton,  Sevier, 
YeM.  ta.  CaUett,  Paine,  Pitts,  M'Ferrin,  Driskill,  Moody,  Harrell, 

J.  C.  Parker,  Holland,  Winans,  Drake,  Murrah,  Levert, 
Callawiiy,  Hodges,  L.  Pierce,  Parks,  Few,  G.  F.  Pierce, 
Capers,  Bfitts,  Wightman,  English,  Spain,  Leigh,  Brock, 
Jamieson,  Crowder,  Early,  Smith,  Brison,  Collins,  Miller, 
Roszel,  Slicer.  porsey^Ger/^  and  H.  White.  ,j69  yeas. 
.si  Nays  :  Bal^fc,    Rice/ .Rbe^   J/^Y,    SBhtlford,    N. 
^ White,  C»)enter,jQstft*der,JHftftn,  J.  A.  .Mttll,  0.         A* 
h.^Scott,  CAMall,UiMm.  SticlfiSy,  A.  D.  Meft«^  -^^ 

r.^..^  (fson,  Hill,  Larrabee^  RandalL  Baije}^^ones,  Templeton,^"^      n 
'  Chamberlain,  Adams,  Cahoon,  ETScottA  Perkinsi^picex,^  ■^; '^    > 

Nayi,  M.  Levings,  Sherman,  Houghtaling,  Minor,  Seymour,\Cookef 

Hudson,  Plimpton,  Kinsley,  Chandler,  Gary,  Dempster, 
Baker,  Chase«  Harmon,  Bowen,  Peck,  Paddock,  Colcla- ' 
zer.  Power,  Pilcher,  Abel,  G.  Filmore,  A.  N.  Filmore, 
J.  Parker,  Dodge,  Tooker,  Spencer,  Wiley,  Wood,  Wil- 
son, Higgins,  Sorin,  L.  Scott,  Lybrand,  Pitman,  Pether- 
bridge.  Force,  Winner,  Porter,  and  Walker.     69  nays. 
PretideBt    de-       Whereupon,  Bishop  Hedding  stated,  that  in  his  judg- 
tito^  cMttDg  ™^°^  ^  Bishop  presiding  in  the  General  Conference  hae 
▼oie.  not  the  prerogative,   in  case  of  a  tie  on  a  question,  to 

decide  it  by  giving  the  casting  vote ;  and  that,  as  there 
was  not  a  majority  in  favour  of  the  resc^ution,  it  was 
lost,  of  course. 

Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at 
^.^half-past  eight  o'clock. 

FRIDAY  MORNING.  MAY  29. 

^^^  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  the  word 
of  God,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  Petherbridge. 
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The  President  called  for  reportfij  when  W.  Winana, 
chairman  of  the  Comnaitiee  on  Itinerancy,  pieaented  a 
report,  which  was  read^  and  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern  was  taken  up,  and  the  IvDclfth^  thirteenth^  four- 
teenthj  and  fifteenth  re  solutions  were  adopted.  The  jtj- 
teenth  resolution  was  read,  and  W.  Winans  moved  to 
amend  it,  by  striking  out  the  words  **  shall  t>e/*  and  in- 
serting "  if."  Carried.  The  sixteenth  resolution  as 
amended  was  then  adopted.  The  seventeenth  and  eigh^ 
teenth  resolutions  were  read,  and  adopted.  S.  Miner 
moved  to  amend  the  nineteenth  resolution^  by  adding  the 
words  **  with  interest."  Lost.  The  resolution  as  re[K)rted 
waa  adopted.  The  twentieth  and  twenty 'first  resolutions 
were  adopted.  G.  S*  Holmes  moved  to  amend  the  ttDen- 
ty-sce&nd  resolution,  by  striking  out  the  words  **if  prac- 
ticable," Lost.  The  resolution  was  then  adopted  as 
reported.  The  twenti/-third^  tit^iiit/*foarth^  and  twenty-fiflh 
resolutions  were  read,  and  adopted.  (For  report  and 
resolutions,  see  pagn  116.) 

S.  K.  Hodges,  of  the  committee,  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolulionSj  which  were  read  and  adopted: — 

'-^  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern 
at  Cincinnati  he  released  from  the  claim  of  the  Agents  at 
New- York,  and  that  the  books  on  hand  there,  the  real 
estate  there,  and  the  debts  due  this  establishment,  up  to 
April  1,  1840,  be  considered  as  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati. 

''2.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be  in- 
structed at  their  earliest  convenience  to  furnish,  for  the 
Concern  at  Cincinnati,  duplicate  stereotype  plates  of  the 
24niQ.,  48rao.,  and  72mo.  Hymns,  the  Discipline,  the  Sun- 
day School  Hymns,  and  all  the  books  of  instruction  for 
Sunday  Schools,  and  charge  the  same  at  cost  prices  ; 
provided,  when  convenient  iha  cash  shall  accompany  the 
order,  or  be  forwarded  as  early  as  practicable,  and  the 
amount  of  debt  against  the  Cincinnati  Concern  shall 
not  exceed  $10,000  at  the  end  of  any  one  year — ^com- 
mencing April  1,  1840." 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  re^ 
specting  Editors  at  New-York.  Carried,  He  then  moved 
to  amend  so  as  not  to  confine  the  electioji  of  Editors  to  the 
travelling  preachers.     The  amendment  was  adopted. 

L  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  re- 
specting the  Agents  at  New-York.  Carried.  Moved  to 
strike  out  said  resolution.     Carried. 

W.  Winans  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  as- 
sistant" to  the  word  ^'preacher,"  inclusive,  in  paragraph 
3,  section  8,  part  2,  page  180,  of  Discipline,  and  insert 
the  following: — ^^  The  former  of  whom  shall  be  chosen 
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Jirom  among  the  trayellhig  preachen,  and;  by  mtae  of  his 
appoinuneiit,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence, (as  shall  also  the  assistant  Agent,  if  chosen  fipom 
anong  the  travelling  preachers,)  to  which,  in  the  interval 
of  Greneral  Conference,  both  of  said  Agents  shall  be  respon- 
siUe  for  their  conduct  in  office."  This  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  A.  Colhns  moved  that  a  new  paragraph  be  formed,  to 
be  nnmber  %  of  section  8,  part  12,  of  the  Discipline,  in 
the  following  words : — ^  The  New-York  Conference,  in 
the  interval  of  the  General  Conference,  shall  have  power, 
if  they  deem  it  necessary,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Bishops,  to  remove  any  of  the  said' Agents 
and  £14iton  from  office ;  and  in  case  of  removal,  dea&,  or 
resignation,  to  provide  for  the  vacancy  mitil  the  next  en- 
tning  General  Conference."    This  motion  prevailed^ 

J.  A.  Collins  then  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  whioh 
were  read  and  adopted,  as  foHows  :-— 

<'  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Con- 
ference that  paragraph  1,  of  section  8,  page  180,  of  the 
Discipline,  stand  in  the  same  order  as  it  now  does,  in  the 
future  editions  of  the  Discipline. 

"Resolved,  That  section  8,  page  180,  of  the  Disci* 
pline,  be  so  arranged  that  all  which  respects  the  Book 
Room  in  New- York  shall  be  placed  first  in  the  order  of 
arrangement ;  and  that  the  committee  which  may  be  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  the  new  edition  of  the  Discipline  be 
instructed  to  make  the  said  ^ection  conform  throughout 
to  the  amendments  which  have  been  made  therein  by  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and  thp 
action  had  thereon  by  this  Conference."  J 

Moved  to  take'  np  all  the  reports  of  the  Book  0opcem 
not  acted  upon.    Carried. 

Conference  then  resolved  to  sit  again  to-day  at  threet 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

Report  No.  2  of  the  Committee  gn  the  Book  Concern 
was  taken  up,  and  read. 

J..B.  M'Ferrin  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution,  by 
striking  out  $5000,  and  inserting  $7000.  T.  Seymour 
moved  to  strike  out  $7000,  and  insert  $6000.  The 
amendment  of  J.  B.  MTerrin  prevailed,  and  the  resolu- 
tion as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  second  and  third  resolutions  were  adopted. 

On  motion  of  W.  A,  Smith,  tEe  fourth  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table  for  the  present 
.  Conference  then  adjourned  to  meet  again  this  afternoon. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  29. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Waugh 
in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by 
biedier  Cooke. 
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Oa  motioii,  Kriiop  Sooltf  hsd  leave  to  inlrodnee  tte 
distressed  conditioii  of  Natchez,  particularly  the  dwasteir 
which  has  iaUeA  on  the  Methodist  j^iseopal  Churdi  in 
that  cky,  to  the  General  ConfereBce.    The  Bi8h<i|>  thea 
^addressed  the  Confefeoce,  and  coachided  by  nvmng  that  ^^^^SSm^ 
II  cdloction  be  bow  takea  up  in  behalf  of  the  aforosaid    NstdwsiLS. 
church.    Benjamin  M.  Drake  made  a  statement  of  the    ^^^^'^'^ 
feets  ia  relation  to  the  case.    J.  A.  Collins  seconded 
the  motion  to  take  up  a  cdleetioiiy  accompanied  with 
a  few  remarks. 

£.  R.  Ames  proposed  to  be  one  of  one  hundred  to  give 
$10  each,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  Ibilowing  pet* 
sons: — 

£.  R*  Ames,  S.Lockey,  H.  Sticer»  W.  Morrah,  R. 
Paine,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  T.  Mitchell,  J.  M.  Holland,  T. 
8tringiSeld,  Bishop  Morris,  H.  B.  Bascom^  J.  F.  Wr^^ 
J.  S.  Tomlinson,  A.  F.  Diiskill,  H.  6.  Leigh,  J.  Eaiiy, 
N.  Bangs,  J.  B.  M'Fezrin,  N.  Wilson,  F.  E.  Pitts,  BisL- 
op  Soule,  S.  G.  Roszel,  T.  Mason,  S.  K.  Hodges,  8.  B.  . 
Moody^  M.  Brook,  L.  Scott,  M.  Force,  Bishop  Hedding, 
W.  B.  Christie,  J.  S.  Porter,  G.  F.  Pierce,  P^  Cartwrigfaft, 
L.  L.  Handle,  W.  Capers,  J.  Staniqper,  R.  Emory,  H. 
Colclazer,  W.  H.  RiHP«r,  A.  Wood,  C.  Betts,  W.  M. 
Wightman,  T.  N.  Ralston,  J.  A.  Gere,  J.  A.  Collins,  J. 
WelU,  C.  B.  Tippett,  G.  W.  Walker,  J.  H.  Power,  Bish- 
op  Andrew,  N.  White,  Bishop  Roberts,  Bishop  Waugh, 
&.  Jones. 

J.  Toang  proposed  to  be  one  of  twenty  to  give  $11 
each,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  foliowiuff  persons : 
J«  Young,  J.  Miller,  J.  Carrol,  jr.,  P.  Akers:  A.  Munroe, 
G.  W.  Taylor,  E.  H.  Piloher,  B.. English,  £.  F.  Serier, 
J.  Lybrand,  E.  Callaway,  A.  Poe,  C.  Cooke,  J.  L.  Faat, 
S.  M.  Barry,  T.  B.  Sargei^t,  H.  Spain,  Greensbore',  Ala., 
T.  K.  Catlett,  and  cash  $3. 

The  sum  of  $66  was  collected  in  baskets  sent  round 
Chouse.  , 

S.  W.  Stockton  will  give  premium  incorruptible  teeth 
to  the  amount  of  $100,  for  the  above  object. 

The  whole  amount  of  subscription  in  this  matter  lA 
.  $824;  and  the  amount  just  collected  is  $609. 
-  Rev.   Robert  Newton,   repreeentattve  of   the  ^  Wes-  l)MMrtiii«    of 
leyan  Connection,  took  leave  of  the  Conference  with  an    "*  ^•^"^•**^ 
address ;  after  wldch  J.  A.  CoHins  ofi^ured  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote.    Resolved, 

**  1.  That  we  warmly  reciptooate  the  kind  sentiments  itt^ffhrt^pf  oa 
of  affection  jast  expressed  to  this  General  Confidence  by  JJvJ'ToSiiJ 
Rev.  Robert  Newton,  and  that  while  his  visit  to  this 
country  has  served  to  exalt  him  in  our  personal  regard, 
It  has  eoDtribnted  to  strengthen  still  more  the  fraternal  tiee 
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wMeb  bind  together  the  Wesleyan  faiAily  in  Euirope  and  ' 
Aiheiica. 

'<2.  That  we   devoutly  implore  the  blessing  of  Grod 
upon  him,  and  pray  that  he  may  graciously  vouchsafe  te^' 
our  beloved  brother  a  safe  return  to  his  home,  hie  family^ 
and  the  church  whose  honoured  representative  he  is  to 
this  body."   •      , 

Bishop  Redding  and  Mr.  Newton  then  addressed  the 
throne  of  grace  in  fervent  prayer. 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

S.  K.  Hodges,  for  I.  A.  Few,  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education,  presented  a  report,  which,  afier  it  had 
been  read,  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Commu- 
nication of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  made  a 
report,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  consideration  of  the  Irepoit  on  the  Book 
Concern  (No.  2)  was  resumed. 

The  ^ouftA  resolution,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  at 
the  close  of  the  morning  session,  was  ti^en  up,  and  a 
motion  made  for  its  adoption. 

While  this  was  under  discussion.  Conference  adjourned, 
to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening. 


Actioo  on  Re- 
port of   Book 


FRIDAY  EVENING,  MAY  29. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  according  to  adjoorn- 
ment,  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
religious  services  by  brother  Cartwright. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  pf 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern — the  fourth  resolu-* 
tion  pending.  ^ 

It  waa  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  Virginia,"  and 
^inserting  "  Central."     Carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

W.  A.  Smith  offered  a  resolution,  to  come  in  as  the 
Jifth  resolution  in  the  report,  which  was  adopted. 

S.  K.  Hodges  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  that  th# 
EditCMTS  at  Charleston,  Nashville,  and  Richmond,  shall  be 
elected  by  this  Conference ;  Discipline,  section  8,  para* 
graph  8,  page  184;  and  strike  out  the  words,  "the 
Virginia  Conference  b  authorized  to  elect  an  Editor  for 
the  paper  at  Richmond  till  the  next  (xeneial  Conference." 
Carried. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read,  and  adopted. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  read,  and  amended,  on  mo- 
tion of  C.  Cooke,  by  striking  out  the  word  "  inexpedient/' 
and  inserting  "  expedient." 

On  motion  of  W.  Capers,  it  was  further  amended,  by 
adding  a  proviso  to  the  effect,  that  the  debts  heretofore 
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contracted  without  the  amhority  of,  the '  General  Confer- 
ence shall  not  be  charged  to  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  W.  A.  Smith,  tt  was  still  further  amended, 
hy  requiring  the  said  paper  to  confonn  to  the  regulations 
fixed  in  the  Discipline  in  relation  to  other  papers. 

On  motion  of  C.  Cooke,  it  was  still  further  amended, 
by  changing  the  name  of  the  paper  from  that  of  <*  Pitts- 
burg Conference  Journal"  to  that  of  "  Pittsburg  Christian 
Advocate."    The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  eighth  was  read,  and  C.  Cooke  offered  the  follow- 
ing substitute,  which  was  laid  on  the  table,  idz. : — 

"Whereas,  depositories  hare  been  commenced  widi 
the  understanding  that  books  were  to  be  furnished  by  the 
Agents  at  New- York  at  forty  per  cent,  discount,  as  the  Dis- 
cipline directs ;  and  whereas,  it  was  reasonable  to  expect 
tlttt,  as  to  other  purchases  books  are  forwarded  at  the 
expense  and  risk  of  the  Concern,  they  would  be  so  for- 
warded to  depositories ;  therefore, 

^  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  directed  to  relinquish 
any  claim  they  may  profess  to  have  against  depositories 
for  the  expense  of  transportation ;  that  no  such  claim  he 
in  future  made;  and  that  books  be  furnished  .to  deposito- 
^  ries  established  pursuant  to  the  rule  in  the  Discipline  em 
the  subject,  at  forty  per  cent,  discount  from  the  retail  prices, 
on  all  books  in  the  General  Catalogue." 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  resolution ;  but  before 
it  was  put  to  vote.  Conference  adjourned,  to  meet  to-mor- 
row morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


Actfem  o|i  repoft 
of  Book  Com- 
mittee. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  30.. 

Conference  met  according  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Ro- 
berts in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriale  reli- 
gious exercises  by  A.  Wood. 

The  President  called  for  reports  from  standing  tad 
select  committees. 

P:  Akers,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  re- 
'ferred  the  communication  from  Robert  Emory,  presented 
the  following  report,  accompanied  with  a  resolution. 

Oii  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted,  as  was  also  tiie 
report  itself,  which  reads  as  follows : — 

''  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communi- 
cation from  Robert  Emory,  priiying  thAt  a  committee  might 
be  appointed  to  examine  and  report  on  the  unfinished  me- 
moirs of  his  father,  the  late  Bishop  Emory,  and  asking 
j;>ermission  tb  use  such  documents  on  this  subject  as  may 
belong  to  the  Greneral  Conference,  beg  leave  to  report : 
'  '*  That  ad  far  as  they  have  had  opportunity  to  examine 
tibe  work,  they  highly  approve  of  the  same ;  and  that  the 
writer  may  avail  himself  of  whatever  will  contribute  to 
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from 
Bmory. 


Report  ^Bd^  die  perfecdag  of  a  w(m^  of  so  iniich  interest*  3ro«r  com- 
o^mmuB^fttion  mittee  w^Mild  fecommend  the  adopdos  of  the  following  re- 
»<*•«  soiution : 

'  '*  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  R.  Emory,  in  preparing  lor 
publication  the  memoirs  of  thf  late  Bishop  Emory,  have 
permission  to  use  sttch  documents  belonging  to  the  Ge* 
oeral  Conference  as  relate  to  that  subject. 
''AH  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  P.  Akbbs.  Chamnmr 


JMMft 


Gurett. 


Also,  a  report  on  the  memorials  refenred  to  the  coomiit* 
lee  in  the  case  of  L.  Garrett,  accompanied  with  a  resO' 
lotion. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  B.  M.  Drake, 
laid  on  the  table,  4o  act  on  the  rep(Mrt  first. 

The  reiMMTt  was  then  read.  Moved  by  H.  Cdclazer  to 
ky  it  on  the  uUe.     Lost. 

On  motion,  the  last  sentence  of  the  report  was  laid  en 
Ibe  table. 

The  remaining  partjof  the  report  was  adopted,  and  reads 
18  follows:-* 

"  The  special  committee  to  whom  were  referred  two 
memorials  from  six  individuals  within  the  bounds  of  the 
Tennessee  Conference,  praying  that  special  attention  may 
be  paid  by  this  body  to  the  records  of  the  Tennessee 
Conference,,  to  ascertain  whether  there  was  any  misrule 
ear  naal-administration  in  the  trial  and  expulsion  of  L,  Gar- 
rett, who  was  a  local  preacher  within  the  bounds  of  ssftd 
Conference,  beg  leave  to  report  as  follows  : 

"  They  findt  in  examining  the  records  of  the  T-ennessee 
Conference,  that  the  minutes  of  the  alleged  trial  of  said 
local  preacher  before  the  committee,  and  those  of  his  ex- 

Glsion  by  the  Quart«dy  Meeting  Conference,  were  not 
fore  the  said  Annual  Conference,  where  charges  of  mis- 
nde  and  mal-admini^tration,  not  by  an  appellant,  but  by 
an  accused  in  the  premises,  were  preferred  against  the 
presiding  officers  of  the  aforesaid  committee  and  Quar- 
terly Mating  Conference ;  but  that  the  accuser  and  the 
accused,  before  the  Annual  Ccmfer^nce,  were  permitted 
to  read,  "  ^s  explanatory  of  the  facts  in  the  case,"  although 
not  as  testimony,  any  certificates  or  documents  obtained 
hj  either  against  the  other,  without  having  given  notice 
of  intention  to  do  so.  Whereupon  certain  documenu  were 
sead,  both  by  the  accuser  and  the  accused,  to  which  docii- 
ments  the  journal  refers,  but  which,  not  being  before 
your  committee,  they  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
what  exi^nations  they  afforded  of  the  administration, 
either  in  the  aforesaid  committee  or  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence. M<^eover,  your  committee,  in  the  absence  of  the 
minutes  of  the  aforesaid  oommittee  and  Quarterly  Meet^ 
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ing  Oonferenee  referred  to,  harfr  not  been  able,  from'^tlie 
records  df  the  Annual  Conference,  to  detect  any  misrule 
0r  ami-administration  in  the  premises." 

Moved,  by  P.  Akers,  to  take  up  tlie  resdttkkm  acconip 
panning  the  report,  and  wmch  had  been  laid  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

W.  Winans,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itine-  '^JSJ.  !?«^ 
rancy,  presented  the  following  report  on  the  communica-    BOnde. 
tion  from  T.  S.  Hinde,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion 
idepted: — 

*^  The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  report  in  part :  ' 

**  That  the  committee  have  had  under  colisideration  the 
memorial  of  T.  S.  Hinde,  referred  to  them,  and  finding 
nothing  in  said  memorial  which  established  the  existence 
<»f  any  misrule  or  ixregufaurity  in  the  -administratiiMi  of  Dis- 
cipline, or  in  the  conduct  of  the  preachers  of  the  HHnois 
Conferenoe,  beg  !eat«  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  said  memorial. 

''  Respectfully  submitted,  , 

«  W.  WiNAirs,  CAuMmon/ 

On  motion.  Conference  granted  a  copy  of  the  report  in 
the  case  of  L.  Qarrett  to  the  delegation  frmn  the  Tei^ 
nessee  Conference. 

J.  B.  Hougfateling  offered  the  fbUowing  resolution  :«- 

'*  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  will  adjourn  on  Tues- 
day next,  tbe'2d  of  June." 
.  H.  B.  Basoem  ofiered  the  Ibllowiiig  as  a  substitute:— 

**  Whereas,  movements  have  been  made  towaid  a  pw- 
mature  adjournment  of  this  bodys  therefore, 

'*  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
fefences  in  General' Conferenoe  assembled.  That  w<e  wiQ 
remain  here,  faithful  to  the  delegated  trust  reposed  iniM, 
until  the  proper  constitational  business  of  the  Conference 
is  duly  disposed  of." 

Moved  to  lay  this  on.  the  table.  Lost  The  subetitote 
was  adopted. 

C.  W.  Ruter  offered  the  following  resolution  :-* 

"  Resolved,  That  when  any  raen^r  of  the  Conference 
nhaU  tynk  that  the  discussion  of  a  subject  has  bean  sitS- 
ciently  protracted,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him  to  mofe 
that  the  vote  on  the  main  question  be  now  taken,  which 
motion,  if  seconded,  shaU  be  inmediately  pm ;  mid  if  a 
BiajosiQr  of  *tfae  members  present,  by  their  TOte,  sustain 
&e  motion,  the  main  question  shaU  be  taken  wiUiout  tot" 
ther  debate." 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  ont  "  majority"  and  ineeri- 
aij^JkwD-tbirds.^'  Moved  to  %  this  on  lie  table.  Carried. 
"The  question  recurring  on  the  resolution,  it  was  ^ 
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S.  G.  Roszel  offsred  the  fbllowing  resolution :-— ' 
Reflation   on       '*  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  instruct  the  Gommit- 
the  tabte  mj  ^^^  ^^  ^^  Episcopacy  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so 
'op«-  altering  the  rules  of  Discipline  as  to  authorize  the  Gene- 

ral Conference  to  estate  th^  amount  necessary  {g£  the 
table  expenses  and  fuel  of  the  Bishops  for  the  ensuing  four 
years,  or  until  the  ensuing  General  Conference." 

Withdrawn,  but  immediately  renewed  by  W.  A.  Smith. 
Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  Carried. 
!  W.  B.  Christie  offered  the  following  resolution : — 
ReioiatioB  on  <<  Whereas,  there  exists  a  difference  of  opinion  and 
If  practice  as  to  what  items  should  be  included  under  the 
head  of  travelling  expenses ;  and  whereas,  this  is  be- 
coming a  matter  of  importance  to  the  preachers;  there- 
fore, 

'<  Resolved,  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  preach- 
ers for  hay  and  grain  to  keep  a  horse,  which  is  necessary 
to  do  the  work  assigned  him  by  the  Church,  are  proper 
to  be  included  under  the  head  of  travelling  expenses." 

After  some  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  for  the  present.     Carried. 

Conference,  on  motion,  resolved  to  take  up  the  unfin- 
ished business,  being  the  report  (No.  2)' of  the  Committee 
(m  the  Book  Concern— ;the  eighth  resolution  pending. 

Moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  eighth  resolutibn  was  read.  C.  Sherman  offered 
the  following  substitute  therefor : — 

"  Resolved,  That  book  depositories  henceforth  be  es- 
tablished by  the  General  Conference,  when  and  where 
they  may  deem  expedient ;  and  that  said  depositories  shall 
be  under  the  direction  of  the  Book  Agents." 

Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table.     Lost. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  and  resolution  of  the  commit 
tee  were  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

C.  Cooke  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Moved  to  amend  the  Discipline,  page  184,  by  striking 
out  the  word  *  and,'  before  the  words  *  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee,' and  adding  after  them  the  words  *  and  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania.'"     Adopted. 

The  ninth  resolution  was  read,  ai^  adopted. 

J.  Early  moved  to  reconsider  the  fourth  resolntion. 
Carried. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  on  motion  amended  by 
striking  out ''  Central,"  and  inserting  "  Riclu[nond." 

S.  K.  Hodges^  moved  to  reconsider  the  resolution  se^ 
ting  off  the  capital  stock  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Concern. 
Carried :  and  then,  on  motion,  amendments  were  adopted. 
(See  resolution  on  p.  89.) 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  the  following  preamble  and  re- 
jBolution:-^  ^ 
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'*  Whereaa,  an  aged  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  has  proposed  to  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern at  New- York,  to  transfer  to  them,  for  the  use  and  be- 
nefit of  said  Concern,  securities  amounting  to /v^  thousand 
dollars^  principally  bonds  and  mortgages  on  real  estate, 
bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum, 
on  dondition  that  the  said  Agents  pay  him  during  his  na- 
tural life  the  interest  at  the  rate  of  seren  per  cent,  per 
annum  on  the  said  ampunt  of  five  thousand  dollars,  in 
half-yearly  payments ;  and  the  same  to  his  wife  during 
her  natural  life,  should  she  survive  him ;  therefore, 

'<  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  Genera]  Conference  assembled,  That  the 
Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York  be,  and  hereby 
are,  authorized  to  accept  of  the  said  securities  for  five 
thousand  dollars  on  the  terms  above  specified,  and  to  exe- 
cute the  proper  writings  in  the  case." 

Head,  and  adopted. 

B.  M.  Drake  offered  the  following  resolution : — 
'*  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  instructed  to  pay  eaca 
of  the  new  Conferences  authorized  by  this  Conference  the 
dividends  previously  determined  on."     Read,  and  referred 
to  the  special  committee  of  three  appointed  this  morning. 

S.  K.  Hodges  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  all  that  part  of  the  Committee's  report 
on  the  Book  Concern,  relating  to  the  discount  on  books, 
freight,  and  payment,  be  not  put  intl\e  Discipline,  but  into 
a  circular,  and  sent  by  the  Agents  to  the  preachers  for  their 
information."    Adopted. 

On  motion.  Conference  resolved  to  reconsider  the  fif" 
teenth  resolution  of  the  general  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern.  Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  if,"  and  inserting  the  words  "  shall  be."     Carried. 

W.  Winans  moved  that  the  wording  of  the  article  re- 

rcting  the  Editors  at  Cincinnati  be  made  to  conform  to 
article  in  relation  to  the  Editors  at  New-York.     Lost. 

The  President  announced  the  committee  of  three^ 
namely : — S.  K.  Hodges,  T.  Mason,  and  J.  F.  Wright. 

Moved  to  add  two  to  the  committee.     Carried. 

On  motion,  Conference  resolved  to  protract  the  session 
one  hour. 

Moved,  that  when  Conference  adjourn  it  adjourn  to 
meet  this  afternoon,  at  half-past  three  o'clock.  Moved  to 
lay  this  on  the  table.     Carried. 

On  motion,  W.  B.  Christie  had  leave  of  absence  for  the 
remainder  of  the  session  of  this  Conference. 

Bishop  Roberts  asked  leave  of  absence  for  S.  H.  Thomp- 
son. 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  giving  leave  of  absence 
to  W.  B,  Christie.     Lost. 
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Mored,  that  the  request  of  Bishop  Roberts,  asking  leave 
of  absence  for  the  remainder  ofjhe  session  of  the  General 
Conference  for  S.  H.  Thompson,  be  granted.     Carried. 

The  President  announced  the  additional  members  of  the 
special  committee  raised  this  morning :— -Daniei  Ostran- 
der,  William  Capers. 

MoTed  to  reconsider  the  report  of  the  Comoaittee  of  the 
Book   Concern,  relating  to  the  Editors  at  New- York. 
Carried.     Moved  to  strike  out  the  word  '^if,**  and  inserts 
the  words  "  shall  be."     Carried. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Chartered  Fund.     Carried. 

The  trustees  of  the  Chahered  Fund  nominated  Samuel 
Neal  and  James  Barrett,  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Jackson, 
deceased.  The  Conference  unanimously  elected  Samuel 
Neal  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  trustees  also  nominated 
Thomas  Wilmer  and  Anthony  Null,  to  take  the  place  of 
Alexander  Cook,  deceased.  Conference  unanimously 
elected  Thomas  Wilmer  to  fill  the  vacancy.  (Ap.  Doc.  D.) 

The  report  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  6n  Monday 
morning,  at  half^past  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Hed« 
£ng  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
by  J.  S.  Porter. 

Rev.  E.  Ryerson,  delegate  from  Upper  Canada,  took 
leave  of  the  GenetU  Conference,  with  an  address. 

D.  Ostrander  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Whereas  the  time  is  drawing  near  when  this  Confer* 
ence  must  necessarily  close  its  session,  and  whereas  muck 
business,  more  or  less  important,  remains  undone,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  regular  order  of  business  be  sus- 
pended, and  that  the  Superintendents'^e  requested  to  bring 
forward  such  business  as  in  their  opinion  is  indispensable,. 
or  most  important ;  and  that  the  Conference  act  thereon 
in  the  order  it  is  presented.''    Carried. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  with 
respect  to  increasing  the  number  of  Superintendents,  was 
taken  up.  The  first  resolution  accompanying  the  report 
had  been  adopted  previously.  The  second  resolution  was 
read,  the  pending  motion  being  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  two"  and  inserting  "  one."  A  division  of  the  motion 
was  called  for,  so  as  to  take  the  question  on  striking  out 
first.  On  motion,  Conference  resolved  to  take  the  question 
without  further  debate,  and  the  main  question  being  about 
to  be  taken,  the  call  for  a  division  was  renewed,     Wm. 
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Wliians  moved  to  postpone  the  motion  for  a  division.  A 
point  of  order  was  here  raised  in  reference  to  the  propriety 
of  such  a  motion  after  the  main  question  had  been  ordered. 
The  chaif  decided  it  to  be  in  order  to  move  a  postpone- 
ment of  the  motion  to  divide.  From  this  decision  N. 
Bangs  took  an  appeal,  and  the  question  being  takeh,  *^  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgmei^t  of  the 
Conference?"  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

The  President  having  decided  that  the  main  question, 
which  had  been  ordered  to  be  taken,  had  respect  to  the 
pending  amendment  only,  N.  Bangs  took  an  appeal  from^ 
this  decision  ;  and  the  question  being  put,  <^  Shall  the  de- 
cision of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Confer- 
ence ?"  it  was  determined  in  the  negative .  So  the  decision 
of  the  chair  was  reversed.  The  question  then  recurring 
on  the  resolution  of  the  committee,  it  having  been  deter- 
mined by  the  Conference  to  be  the  main  question,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative.  So  the  resolution  was  lost.  On 
motion,  the  preamble  was  then  adopted.  Moved  to  adopt 
the  wholf  report,  as  amended.  While  this  was  pending, 
a  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  report^  by  inserting  a 
resolution  in  favour  of  the  election  and  ordination  of  one 
Bishop.  A  point  of  order  was  raised,  as  to  the  propriety 
of  entertaining  such  a  motion,  after  the  Conference,  under 
the  action  of  the  previous  question,  had  rejected  the  reso- 
lution of  the  committee.  The  President  decided  it  to  be 
in  order,  because  it  was  a  point  the  Conference  had  nqt 
acted  on  when  it  was  determined  not  to  elect  two  Bishops. 
From  this  decision  N.  Bangs  took  an  appeal ;  and  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  cnair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Uonference?"  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive.    So  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  reversed. 

The  report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  and  reads  as 
follows: — 

"  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  report : 
That  they  have  examined  the  administration  in  the,  several 
Annual  Conferences  for  the  last  four  years,  and  find  that 
It  has  been  correct,  and  therefore  is  entitled  to  the  appro- 
bation and  support  of  the  General  Conference  ;,  and  they 
recommend  to  the  Bishops  to  make  such  an  apportionment 
of  the  work  among  themselves  as  shall  in  their  judgment 
most  effectually  promote  the  general  good ;  and  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  administration  for  the  last  four 
y^ars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  approved." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  by  which  a  Bishop  may  be  made 
•uperannuated  or  supernumerary,  was  taken  up. 

J.  Early  moved  to  strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  resolu- 
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•  tion  accompanying  the  report  which  authorize^  an  Aninnl 

Conference  within  whose  bounds  a  Bishop  may  reside  to 
grant  him  such  relation.     Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  the  remainder  of  the  report  on  the  table. 
Carried, 
iting       The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  au- 
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^j.  thorizing  the  Superintendents  to  appoint  travelling  preach- 
ers agents  of  literary  institutions,  was  taken  up,  read,  and 
adopted.     It  reads  as  follows  : — 

"The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  New-England  Conference, 
praying  the  General  Conference  so  to  amend  our  DisQ^- 
pline  as  to  authorize  a  Bishop  to  appoint  an  agent  for  any 
benevolent  institution  or  institution  of  learning  under  the 
patronage  of  an  Annual  Conference,  when  requested  by  a 
Conference,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  asd 
recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  i-^ 

*'  Resolved,  That  answer  3  to  question  3,  section  4, 
chapter  1,  of  the  Discipline,  page  27,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read,  after  the  word  '  tracts,' '  and  also  to  appoint  an  agent 
or  agents  for  the  benefit  of  our  literary  institutions.' 

"  J.  Early,  Chairman:' 

On  motion.  Conference  resolved  that  when  we  adjourn 
we  adjourn  to  meet  again  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock, 
for  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Episcopacy,  in  re- 
ference to  electing  and  ordaining  a  Bishop  for  Africa,  was 
taken  up.  T.  K.  Catlett  moved  to  reconsider  the  vole  of 
the  Conference  declaring  it  inexpedient  to  elect  and 
ordain  a  Bishop  for  Africa.  Moved  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table.     Carried. 

The  second  branch  of  the  resolution,  declaring  it  inex- 
pedient to  require  one  of  the  Bishops  to  visit  Africa,  was 
taken  up,  and  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  of  the  report  was  read.  After 
considerable  discussion,  S.  G.  Roszel  oflfered  the  follow- 
ing amendment :  to  insert  after  the  word  "  Bishop,"  "or 
any  person  ordained  by  him,  or  their  successors  in  office.'^ 

On  motion  of  D.  Ostrander,  Conference  resolved  that 
the  main  question  be  now  taken ;  and  being  put  on  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee,  it  was  lost. 

Moved  to  protract  the  session  fifteen  minutes.     Lost, 

Conference  adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Aq^ 
drew  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
byS.  Hamilton. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  respecting 
our  missions  in  general  was  taken  up,  and  read  through. 
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The  resolutions  were  taken  up  separately.  The  first,  w- 
€ond,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  were  severally  read,  and 
adopted.  *  The  seventh  was  read.  Moved  to  amend  by 
striKing  out '*  simultaneous."  Carried.  Moved  further  to 
amend  by  inserting  "  that  collections  be  taken  up  as  often 
as  shall  be  deemed  expedient."  Carried.  The  resolution 
as  amended  was  adopted.  The  eighth  resolution  wat 
read,  and  adopted.  The  ninth  resolution  was  read,  and, 
on  motion,  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  as  amend- 
ed was  adopted.  The  resolutions  as  adopted  are  as 
follows : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  General 
Conference  assembled  : 

^  1.  That  we  have  learned  with  much  satisfaction,  that 
the  Indian  manual  labour  school  which  has  been  com- 
menced under  the  superintendence  and  direction  of  the  Mis- 
souri Conference,  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  pro^ 
mises  all  that  usefulness  which  its  projectors  anticipated ; 
that  we  hereby  acknowledge  our  obligations  to  the  execu- 
tive officers  and  local  agents  of  the  general  government 
for  the  favourable  light  in  which  they  have  been  pleased 
to  view  the  undertaking,  and  their  generous  co-operation 
in  carrying  it  into  effect ;  and  we  earnestly  recommend, 
that  it  be  promptly  sustained,  and  that  do  soon  as  circum- 
stances shall  render  it  expedient,  others,  on  the  same 
plan,  and  for  the  same  purposes,  be  established  at  such 
places  in  the  Indian  country  as  shall  be  deemed  most 
suitable. 

*'  2.  That  the  success  which  has  attended  our  missionary 
efforts  in  Africa,  and  the  present  prosperous  and  promising 
stale  of  the  African  mission,  are  indications  which  place  it 
beyond  all  doubt  that  God,  whose  set  time  to  favour  that 
long-neglected  people  has  evidently  come,  designed  to 
effect  great  and  glorious  things  for  that  vast  continent,  by 
the  instrumentality  of  our  missionary  labours  ;  and  that  it 
is  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  that  people,  not  to  relax  our 
efforts,  but  diligently  to  persevere  in  the  good  work.  Until 
the  gospel,  with  all  its  saving  benefits,  shall  be  sent  to 
every  tribe  and  clan  of  the  natives  to  whom  our  teachers 
and  missionaries  can  gain  access ;  and  it  is  affectionately 
recommended  that  all  prudent  means  be  employed  to  en- 
Jist  the  feelings  of  the  free  coloured  members  of  the  church 
in  this  country  in  the  cause  of  evangelizing  Africa,  a& 
proposed  by  Dr.  Bond  in  his  address  to  this  General  Con- 
ference. 

"  3.  That  our  brethren  of  the  Oregon  Mission,  in  view 
of  their  isolated  position,  and  the  difficulties  and  priva- 
tions they  are  called  to  endure,  are  entitled  to  the 
S3rmpathie8  and  prayers  of  the  whole  church,  aild  that  we 
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^SSe^^ioS^  take  pleasure  in  recording  this  sincere  expression  of  oi|r 
affectionate  and  fraternal  remembrance  of  mem  as  fellow- 
labourers  in  the  vineyard  of  our  common  Lord. 

'*  4.  That  the  missions  in  South  America  ought  to  be 
sustained,  and  increased  efforts  employed  to  establish  the 
institutions  of  the  gospel,  and  difiuse  the  principles  of 

Sure  Protestant  Christianity,  as  they  are  imbooied  in 
lethodism,  throughout  that  whole  country. 
"5.  That  the  labours  of  our  missionaries  amoi^g  the 
slaves  at  the  south  have  been  em.inently  owned  of  God, 
in  bringing  many  of  them  to  ei^oy  those  consolations 
which  &e  blessed  gospel  offers  to  sdL  in  every  condition 
in  life;  and  that  Uiese  missions  claim  the  special  re- 
gard and  fostering  care  of  the  society,  and  the  prayers  and 
sypapathies  of  the  whole  church. 

"  6.  That  as  the  entire  history  of  our  missionary  openu 
tions  has  demonstrated  that  the  heathen  must  be  brought 
under  the  influence  of  Christian  principles  in  order  to  be 
prepared  for  civilized  life,  and  that  the  most  degraded  and 
ignorant  a^e  capable  of  religious  instruction,  and  suscep« 
tible  of  religious  impressions  and  influences,  it  be  strictly 
urged  upon  all  our  missionaries  among  tlie  heathen,  to 
apply  themselves  directly  to  their  appropriate  work  of  of« 
fering  Christ  to  all  as  a  present  and  all-suflicient  Saviour, 
and  in  endeavouring  by  every  means  in  their  power  to 
jcescue  them  from  £e  thraldom  of  sin;  and  that  all  our 
missionaries  be  instructed  to  keep  a  regular  consecutive 
journal  of  their  labours,  and  interesting  incidents  con- 
nected with  them,  and  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  same  in 
the  form  of  a  report  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
^ciety  every  quarter. 

<*  7.  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  all  our 
preachers  to  exert  then^selves  to  establish  societies  and 
phurches.  for  the  purpose  of  raising  missionary  funds, 
in  all  their  circuits  and  stations ;  that  monthly  missionary 

Srayer  meetings  be  held  in  all  our  societies,  to  be  con-> 
ucted  by  reading  select  portions  of  missionary  intelligence, 
prayer,  and  other  appropriate  religious  exercises;  and 
that  collections  be  taken  up  as  often  as  shall  be  deemed 
expedient. 

"  8.  That  all  our  missionaries,  except  those  appointed 
to  labour  for  the  benefit  of  the  slaves,  be  instructed  to 
maintain  the  economy  of  the  church,  by  instituting  regular 
class  and  quarterly  collections  in  all  the  societies  they 
form ;  and  that  they  also  exert  themselves  to  form  a  Mis- 
sionary Society  in  every  place  where  a  sufficient  number 
friendly  to  the  csdise  can  be  prevailed  on  to  unite  for  this 
purpose." 

Moved  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
this  evening,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock.    Lost,    Moved 
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that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  eight  o'dock 
this  evening.    Carried. 

Ti^o  other  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  pro^ 
posing  such  alterations  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Mis- 
eionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churph  as 
will  allow  of  two  additional  Secretaries,  were  read.  The 
resolutions  were  taken  up  separately.  The  Jlrst  resolu- 
tion was  read,  and  adopted.  The  second  resolution  was 
read,  and  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  The  tkird  re- 
solution was  read,  as  was  also  the  amendment  proposed 
foy  the  committee.  Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  *'  as* 
sistant  Secretaries,"  and  inserting  "  three  general  Secreta- 
ries.'* While  this  was  upder  discussion,  Conference  on 
motion  adjourned  to  meet  this  evening,  at  eight  o'clock. 
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MONDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  Bishop  Waugfa 
in  the  ohair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by 
S,  G.  Roszel. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished 
business  of  the  afternoon,  being  a  motion  to  amend  the 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Missions,  to  the  effect 
that  tjiere  be  three  general  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary 
Society. 

Moved  to  recommit  the  second  report,  and  that  part  of 
the  first  report  which  has  not  been  acted  ypon.  Moved  to 
lay  this  upon  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  that  the  main  question  be  now  taken,  the  chair 
deciding  it  to  be  the  second  report  of  the  committee,  pro- 
posing the  election  of  two  ^additional  Secretaries  for  the 
Missionary  Society.  ^ 

The  main  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative  ;  so  the  report  was  rejected. 

That  part  of  the  first  report  not  acted  on  was  read. 
The  fourth  resolution  was  taken  up,  read,  and  adopted,  as 
were  also  the  fifth,  sixth,  and  ^^ven^A  resolutions. 

The  latter  part  of  the  third  resolution  was  read.  Moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  second  resolution.     Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  that  the  Constitution  as  amended  be  adopted. 
J.  T.  Mitchell  moved  the  following  amendment  to  the 
report: — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  recommend 
to  the  Missionary  Society  so  to  amend  the  Constitution  as 
to  strike  out  the  fourth  article,  which  provides  for  the 
election  of  a  Resident  Corresponding  Secretary  by  the 
General  Conference.''  Moved  to  lay  this  on  the  table. 
Carried. 
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Three  ineffectual  efforts  were  made  to  adjourn. 

Moved  that  the  question  be  taken  without  further  de^^ 
bate.  Carried.  On  the  question  being  taken  on  the 
resohition,  it  was  lost. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-morrow 
morning,  half-past  eight  o'clock. 


Report  of  Com' 
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TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  2.   . 

Conference    met   according   to   adjournment,   Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  re- 
ligious exercises  by  S.  Hamilton. 
«i»io»  on  Mis-       'I^®  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  under  consi- 
^otMidopt-  deration  last  evening,  was  on  motion  adopted,  and  read^ 
as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions  report  in  part,  that  they 
have  had  under  consideration  ^e  Address  of  the  Mana- 
gers of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  the  report  of  the 
committee  who  examined  the  Journal  of  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary,  referred  to  them  by  this  society.  In  the 
Address  the  Board  of  Managers  recommend  for  the 
concurrence  of  the  General  Conference  the  following 
amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  society,  to  wit : 

"  1.  That  to  the  second  article  be  added,  *  Any  person 
paying  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  one  time  into  the 
treasury  shall  be  a  manager  for  life ;  and  the  contribution 
of  five  hundred  dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  a  patron 
for  life.     Recommended  by  the  committee  to  be  adopted. 

"2.  That  in  the  third  article,  after  the  word  *  Vice-Pre- 
sident,' be  inserted  *  Corresponding  Secretary.'  The  com- 
mittee recommend  its  adoption. 

"  3.  That  in  the  fiflh  article,  after  the  words  '  to  defray  in- 
cidental expenses,'  be  inserted  '  to  provide  for  the  support  of 
superannuated  missionaries,  and  widows  and  orphans  of 
missionaries,  who  may  not  be  provided  for  by  the  Annual 
Conferences.'    The  committee  recommend  its  adoption. 

"  4.  That  the  following  be  appended  to  the  thirteenth 
article,  to  make  it  correspond  with  the  provision  intro- 
duced into  the  fifth, '  except  as  provided  for  in  article  five.*^ 
Its  adoption  is  recommended. 

**  The  Board  also  recommend  a  further  amendment  of 
the  thirteenth  article,  by  adding  immediately  after  the 
above, '  the  assistant  Treasurer  shall  be  subject  to  the  di- 
rection of  the  Treasurer  and  Board  of  Managers.'  This 
the  committee  also  recommend  for  adoption. 

**  5.  That  in  article  fourteen,  after  the  words  *  Foreign 
Mission,'  be  inserted  *  as  are  not  provided  for  by  an  Annu- 
al Conference ;'  and  after  the  word  *  established,'  in  the 
next  line,  be  also  inserted  *  or  is  already  Established.'  The 
committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  both. 
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*^6.  That  article  sixteen  be  emended  by  appending  to 
it '  or  by  the  Society  at  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recom- 
meiidation  of  the  General  Conference.'  Recommended 
by  the  committee  for  adoption.*' 

The  President  presented  a  communication  from  the  Comamntcation        > 
Superintendents,  proposing  alterations  m  the  Discipline. 
Moved  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  act  on  the  communication 
immediately.     Carried. 

The  Jirst  proposed  amendment  was  read,  and,  on  mo- 
tion, adopted. 

The  second  amendment  was  also  adopted. 

The  whole  communication  was  then,  on  motion,  adopt- 
ed, and  reads  as  follows : — 

**  The  Superintendents  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  General  Conference  to  the  following  clause  of  the 
Discipline,  on  page  38,  which  reads  as  follows  :  *  If  any 

greacher  absent  himself  from  his  circuit  without  leave  of 
is  presiding  elder,  the  presiding  elder  shall,  as  far  as' 
possible,  fill  his  place  with  another  preacher,  who  shall  be 
paid  for  his  labours  out  of  the  allowance  of  the  absent 
preacher,  in  proportion  to  the  usual  allowance.'  It  is 
the  opinion  of  the  Superintendents  that  the  above  clause 
is  susceptible  of  a  construction  which  might  not  only  be 
at  variance^with  the  true  theory  of  our  system  of  itine- 
rant ministrations,  but  of  injurious  practical  tendency,  and 
therefore  claims  the  attention  of  this  body  in  regard  to 
the  propriety  of  striking  out  that  clause  which  implies  k 
power  on  the  part  of  the  presiding  elder  to  release  a 
preacher  from  the  performance  of  his  ministerial  duties, 
and  they  recommend  that  the  following  words  be  stricken 
out,  to  wit :  ^  without  leave  of  the  presiding  elder.' 

"  They  also  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety  of  striking 
ottt,  on  page  187  of  the  Discipline,  the  word  ^distressed,' 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  'deficient.'  They 
also  propose  to  request  the  Editor  to  add  the  words,  <  and 
religious,'  to  the  latter  part  of  the  preface- to  the  Disci- 
pline, on  page  $." 


Oomr 


W.  Winans,  chairman  of  thf  Committee  on  the  Itine-  Report  of  o 
rancy,  presented  a  report  respecting  the  administration  in    ^SSm^c^ 


the  Annual  Conferences. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  report.  The  resoln- 
tions  were  taken  up  separately. 

The  Jlrst  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  lay  it  on  thd 
table.     Lost 

A  riiotion  to  adopt  was  made,  and  on  motion  it  was  re- 
solved to  take  the  question  without  further  debate.  The 
question  was  then  taken,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  second  resdvtion  was  read.  Moved  to  lay  it  on 
the  table.    Lost 
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Moved  to  take  the  question  without  farther  debate. 
Carried. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted,  as  were-also  the  tkird^ 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  resolutions. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  '^  who  has  not  trayelled,"  and  insert  "  on  trial." 
J.  Early  moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  *'  whose  name  ap- 
pears on  the  Minutes."  C.  Pitman  ^ered  the  following 
as  a  substitute,  "  who  has  not  been  employed  two  succes- 
sive years  in  the  regular  itinerant  work." 

Afler  discussion,  it  was  moved  to  take  the  question 
without  further  debate.     Carried. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  substitute,  it  was  car- 
ried.    The  resolution  as  amended  was  also  adopted. 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read. 

While  it  was  pending,  D.  Ostrander  asked  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  himself  and  P*  Rice,  ^fter  the  session  to-moi«r 
row.    Leave  was  not  granted. 

S.  G,  Roszel  made  a  similar  request,  and  on  motion  it 
was  granted. 

R.  Paine  also  asked  leave  of  absence,  which,  on  mo- 
tion, was  granted. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  resolution  before  the  Con- 
ference, by  inserting  the  word  ^'  supernumerary."   Caitied. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

It  was  moved  to  adopt  the  report.  J.  Dodge  moved  die 
following  amendment :  "The action  of  the  Georgia  Con- 
ference, in  declaring  that  *  Slavery,  as  it  exists  in  these 
United  States,  is  not  a  moral  evil,'  contradicts  the  sense  of 
the  general  rule  and  the  Discipline  on  that  subject,  and  is, 
therefore,  irregular."  Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.  Carried. 

It  was  moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  amended.  On 
motion,  the  reading  was  dispensed  with. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  all  that  part  of  the  re- 
port which  relates  to  the  Oneida  Conference.     Liost. 

Moved  to  lay  the  remainder  of  the  report  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  dispensing  with  the  read*' 
ing  of  the  report.     Carried. 

Moved  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  this 
afternoon,  at  three  o'clock.     Carried. 

The  report  was  then  read.  Moved  that  all  that  part  of 
the  report  which  relates  to  the  New-England  Conference 
be  laid  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Moved  that  all  that  part  of  the  .report  which  relates  to 
the  NewrEngland  Conference  be  stricken  out. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  protract  the  ses- 
sion fifteen  minutes.  ^ 

While  the  motion  to  strike  out  was  under  ^scussion,  Con- 
ference adjourned  to  meet  this  afternoon,  at  three  o'clock. 


Timmd  cf  Qpnmi  Cmfmn^fit  1840.  107 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  2. 

'  Conference  met  pursnant  to  adjoununent,  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  vaa  opened  with  appropriate  reli- 
gious exercises  by  J.  Jamieson. 

Conference  took  up  the  nnfioished  business  of  tbe 
ifioming,  being  the  motion  to  strike  out  all  that' part  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  relating  to  th^ 
New-England  Conference. 

W.  A.  Smith  having  spoken  fifteen  minutes^  he  was 
interrupted,  when  a  motion  was  madef  to  allow  him  to 
proceed.     Lost. 

Moved  to  take  the  question  without  >  further  debate. 
Curied. 

The  question  being  tdien  on  the  motion  to  strike  out, 
it  was  adopted. 

£.  Robinson  moved  that  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
report  relating  to  the  Maine  Conference  be  stricken  out. 

Moved  to  postpone  indefinitely  the  remainder  of  the  ^ 

report.  Carried.  Moved  to  reconsider  the  voto  adopting 
the  resolutions.     Lost. 

The  report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted.  It  reads  as 
(dUows  : — 

"  The  committee  submit  for  adoption  4he  following  re«-  *!?P*»^J?  ^ 

solutions,  viz. : —  Itbiwaiicj,  tt 

^*  Resolved,  1.  That  when  the  charactor  of  an  elder  is    «^p^^- 
examined  in  an  Annual  Conference,  after  it  shsll  appear 
that  there  is  nothing  charged  against  him,  he  shall,  unless 
excused  for  special  reasons,  retire  from  the  Conference 
room  during  the  passage  of  his  character. 

"  2.  That  it  shall  be  th^  duty  of  stewards  of  Annual 
Conferences  to  divide  the  funds  at  their  disposal  in  ^ 
proportion  to  the  claims  and  the  deficiencies  of  those 
having  claims  upon  such  funds,  so  as  to  bring  up  the  most 
deficient  to  an  equality  at  the  highest  point  to  which  the 
funds  on  hand  will  carry  them. 

"  3.  That  an  Annual  Conference  can  have  no  right,  in 
any  case,  to  withhold  from  a  superannuated  preacher  who^ 
complies  with  the  requirements  of  the  Discipline,  his  pro-^ 
portion  of  the  funds  to  be  distributed  by  the  stewards  of 
auch  Annual  Conference,  including  his  travelling  expenses. 

<*  4.  That  when  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference^ 
in  good  standing,  shall  demand  a  located  relation,  the 
Conference  shall  be  obliged  to  grant  it  to  him. 

"  5.  That  no  recommendation  from  a  Quarterly  Meet- 
ing Conference  to  an  Aimual  Conference  shall  be  of  any    . 
force  after  the  session  of  the  Annual  Conference  next  fol- 
lowing the  grant  of  such  recommendation. 

'*6.  That  all  the  business  transacted  by  an  Annual 
Conference  ought  to  be  fully  ]^ld  clearly  stated  on,  the 
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lUp^of  tht  journals  of  such  Conference;  and  that  the  Bisboptt  hare 
itknenn^  n  it  in  charge  to  see  that  this  be  done  in  all  the  Annual 
Conferences. 

"  7.  That  no  preacher  is  eligible  to  be  received  into 
full  connection  who  has  not  been  employed  two  succes- 
sive Conference  years  in  the  regular  itinerant  work. 

"  8.  That  an  Annual  Conference  has  no  right  to  appro- 
priate the  dividend  of  the  Book  or  Chartered  Fund,  or  a 
surplus'  of  moneys  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards  of  the 
Conference,  otherwise  than  to  the  support  of  travelling, 
supernumerary,  and  superannuated  preachers,  their  wives, 
widows,  and  children,  according  to  the  provision  of  the 
Discil)line. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

•.*  W.  WiNANS,  Chairman. 
"  Baltimore,  June  1,  1840." 

J.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 
"  Resolved  by  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in  Gene- 
ral Conference  assembled,  That  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule  be 
requested  to  visit  England  and  attend  the  Wesleyan  Me- 
thodist Conference  of  1842,^  as  the  messenger  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States :  and^  in 
the  event  Bishop  Soule  shall  find  it  impracticable  to  com- 
ply with  the  wishes  of  the  General  Conference,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Superintendents  to  appoint  some  suita- 
ble person  to  visit  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference 
in  1842,  as  the  representative  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States.*^  Read,  and  adopted. 
The  Superintendents  presented  the  following  : — 
*'  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  answer  1, 
question  1,  section  5,  chapter  1,  part  1,  page  29  of  the 
Discipline : — *  The  Bishops  may,  when  thev  judge  it  ne- 
cessary, unite  two  or  more  circuits  or  stations  together, 
without  affecting  the  separate  financial  interests  or  pas- 
toral duties  of  such  circuits  or  stations.' " 

D.  Ostrander  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  "  in  one 
charge"  after  the  word  "  together."  Moved  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table.     Carried. 

T.  Spicer  move\l  to  amend  by  placing  it  as  7th  answer 
to  question  3,  section  4,  page  27;  for  which  N.  Bangs 
offered  as  a  substitute,  that  the  resolution  be  so  amended 
as  to  read  that  the  proposed  addition  '<  be  inserted  in  the 
proper  place  in  the  Discipline."    Carried. 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
J.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution : — 
"  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Soule  shall  be  at  full  liberty  to 
select  a  suitable  travelling  companion  to  accompany  him  on 
hia  visit  to  the  British  Conference ;  and  that  tne  expenses 
of^such  travelling  companion  b6  paid  by  the  Book  Agents." 
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S.  G.  Roszel  offered  the  following  substitute  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Soule  nominate,  and  the  Con- 
ference elect,  the  individual,  or  some  other  person,  as  his 
travelling  companion  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Confer- 
ence in  1842  ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  pay  the  expense 
of  said  travelling  companion."    Carried.  , 

J.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Supenn-  Deiegau u> c»- 
tendents  to  appoint  some  suitable  person  as  a  delegate  to    "*^' 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Confe;rence  in  Upper  Canada,  in 
1841."     Read,  and  adopted. 

Bishop  Soule  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which 
on  motion  were,  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  ninety-seven  to 
twenty-seven : —  ^r 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  decision  of  this  Conference  Biihop  souie'i 
in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Silas  Comfort,  it  is    tS^MstimonT 
not  intended  to  express  or  imply  that  the  testimony  of    Jj^,^^**'^ 
coloured  persons  against  white  persons,  in  Church  trials, 
is  either  expedient  or  justifiable  in  any  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  states  or  territories  where  the  civil  laws  prohibit  such 
testimony  in  trials  at  law. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Co% 
ference^  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Igr 
natius  A.  Few,  of  Georgia,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of       / 
the  testimony  of  colour^  persons,  to  prohibit  such  tesd-   y 
mony  in  Church  trials  in  any  of  the  states  or  territories 
where  it  is  the  established  usage  of  the  Church  to  admit, 
and  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  constitutional  judi-  . 
eateries  of  the  Church,  such  testimony  may  be  admitted 
with  safety  to  the  peace  of  society,  and  the  best  interests 
of  all  concerned. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Con- 
ference, in  either  of  the  above  cases,  or  in  any  action  had 
by  this  body,  to  express  or  imply  any  distrust  or  want  of 
confidence  m  the  Christian  piety  or  integrity  of  the  nume* 
rous  body  of  coloured  members  under  our  pastoral  care, 
to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  and  for  whose  spiritual  and  eternal  interests,  toge- 
ther with  all  our  fellow-men  of  every  colour  and  in  every 
relation  and  condition  in  life,  we  will  never  cease  to 
labour." 

A  motion  to  reconsider  I,  A.  Few's  resdution  was  laid    ^^/ 
on  the  table,  by  a  vote  of  seventy-six  to  fifty-two. 

Conference,  on  motion,  resolved  to  meet  again  at  eight 
o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  select  committee  to  whom  had  been  referred  the 
part  of  the  Book  Committee's  report  on  depositories, 
made  a  report,  which  was  amended  and  adopted,  af 
follows: — 

"The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolution    ^Z 
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Report  of  select  offered  by  the  Book  Committee,  respecting  tlie  terms  ott 
^^"d^^^  which  books  should  be  furnished  to  depositories,  and  also 
^^*'  certain  propositions  to  amend  the  same,  having  had  tho 

subject  under  close  consideratioti,  respectftdly  recom- 
mend the  adoption  of  the  following  items,  in  place  of  the 
resolution  above  mentioned ;  to  wit ; — 

"1.  There  shall  be  a  depository  of  our  books  at 
Charleston,  S.  C,  and  at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  furnished  by  the 
Agents  at  New-Tork  with  full  supplies  of  the  books  of 
our  General  Catalogue,  Sunday-school  books,  and  tracts^ 
,  to  be  sold  for  the  Concern  on  the  eiame  terms  as  at  New- 
Tork.  Provide^,  1*  That  there  shall  not  be  mote  than 
twenty-five  thousand  dbllars'  worth  of  books  at  any  one 
time  at  Charleston,  nor  more  than  fifteen  thousand  dollarisi^ 
Worth  at  Pittsburg.  2.  Tho  etpenses  incident  to  the 
transportation,  management,  and  sale  of  our  books  at  these 
depositories  having  been  met  out  of  the  sales,  accof  ding  to 
Arrangement  with  the  Agents  at  Nem-York,  the  nett  pro- 
ceeds shall  be  forwarded  to  said  Agents  as  fast  as  possi-* 
ble.  3.  Full  statements  shall  be  made  to  the  Agents  at 
New- York  semi-annually,  at  dates  fixed  by  them,  of  the 
amount  of  sales  and  expenses,  distinguishing  cash  sales 
from  those  on  credit.  And  also,  annual  statements  shall 
be  made  of  the  amount  of  stock.  4.  If  it  shall  appear  to 
the  Agents  at  New- York  that  the  business  at  either  of 
&e  depositories  i^  not  well  managed,  or  that  remittances 
are  not  duly  made,  they  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
'  committee  or  commissioners  acting  for  the  Annual  Con- 
f(6tence,  or  to  the  Annual  Conference,  who  shall  imme- 
diately correct  the  error  complained  of,  or  cause  the  affairs 
of  the  depository  to  be  wound  up. 

"  Concerning  the  resolution  referred  to  your  committee 
respecting  dividends  from  the  Book  Concern  to  the  new 
Conferences,  your  committee  recommend  that  said  reso- 
lution be  not  adopted,  but  that  the  following  be  substituted 
fbr  it,  to  wit : — 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  continue  to 
.  pay  a  dividend  of  six  hundred  dollars  to  each  of  the  An- 
nual Conferences  as  they  were  at  the  time  that  dividend 
commenced ;  leaving  it  with  the  Conferences  which  have 
since  been  divided  to  arrange  for  the  proportionate  subdi- 
Ifision  of  the  money,  accoHing  to  the  number  of  preach- 
ers in  the  Conferences  so  divided ;  and  also,  the  money 
from  the  Chartered  Fund  shall  be  so  divided. 

"  In  view  of  the  great  and  pressing  want  of  our  books^ 
and  especially  of  our  Sunday-school  books,  in  places 
where  it  does  not  seem  advisable  to  establish  depositoriesi 
your  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  and  Book  Committee  at  * 
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New- York  and  Cincinnati  be  authorized  to  sell  to  dealers^ 
in  places  where  the  demand  might  justify  it,  on  atnch 
terms  as^  are  usual  with  publishers  selling  to  book- 
tellers. 

*'  For  the  settlement  of  a  question  which  has  arisen 
concerning  freight  from  New-York  to  the  place  of  a  de- 
pository, under  the  rule  of  the  last  General  Conference, 
jrour  committee  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of 
the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence justified  the  construction  given  to  it  by  the  Agents  at 
New- York,  as  to  the  payment  of  freights  from  that  city  to 
the  place  of  depositories. 

'*  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

'*  S.  K.  Hodges,  Chairman. 

"/im#l,  1840." 

On  motion  of  S.  K.  Hodges,  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec- 
tion 8,  paragraph  4,  page  181,  was  amended  by  striking 
out  the  word  "  shall,"  and  inserting  "  may,  if  approved  by 
the  Editors  and  Book  Committee." 

Conference  gave  brother  Harrell  leave  of  absence,  and 
then  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 


DlKipUM. 


0giu  to  Ciitt- 

daCoBf. 


TUESDAY  EVENING,  JUNE  2.  ~ 

Conference  met,  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  was 
opened  by  1.  Winner. 

On  motion  of  John  Early,  the  resolution  adopted 
thiei  afternoon,  providing  for  a  delegate  to  Canada  in 
1841,  was  reconsidered,  and  the  following  substitute 
adopted : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Bishop  Hedding  be,  and  he  BMiop  Hadtty 
is  hereby  requested  to  attend  and  represent  the  Methodist  ■pp?™*^'**" 
Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States,  at  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Conference  of  Upper  Canada  in  1841 ;  and  in 
the  event  it  shidl  be  impracticable  for  Bishop  Hedding  to 
ittend  the  above  Conference,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Superintendents,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  appoint  a  suita- 
ble delegate  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of 
Upper  Canada  in  1841." 

The  report,  in  part,  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy 
was  called  up,  and  read. 

W.  Winans  proposed  to  amend  the  Jlrst  reiiolution  by 
adding,  *'  But  in  all  matters  of  business  transacted  in  a 
Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  or  an  Annual  Conference, 
h  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Conference  in  which  such  bu- 
siness is  transacted  to  determine  the  application  of  the 
Isw  to  the  case." 

W.  A.  Smith  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the 
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Smith's  fobtu-  resolution,  and  the  amendment  was  laid  on  tlie  table  to 
.tttie.  make  way  for  it,  to  wit: — 

"Resolved  by  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Bishop  in  aa 
Annual  Conference,  and  the  Presiding  Elder  ip  a  Quar- 
terly Meeting  Conference,  shall  decide  all  questions  of 
l»w,  and  the  Conference  shall  decide  the  application  of 
the  law ;  and  from  such  decision  of  the  President  there 
shall  be  no  appeal,  except  it  be  taken  from  the  President 
of  a  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  to  the  President  of  an 
Annual  Conference,  and  from  the  President  of  an  Annual 
•  Conference  to  the  General  Conference." 

The  previous  question  was  called  for,  but  not  ordered. 
An   indefinite  postponement  of  the  whole  subject  was 
moved.     The  main  question  was  ordered,  being  the  reso-^ 
lution  reported  by  the  committee ;  and,  when  taken,  the- 
resolution  was  lost. 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  at  eight  o'clock,  instead  of 
half-past  eight  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion  of  R.  Paine,  the  rule  calling  for  the  main 
question  was  reconsidered ;  and  he  moved  to  amend  it  by 
adding,  "  whenever  said  question  is  sustained,  the  second 
vote  shall  be  taken  on  the  substitute,  amendment,  or  re* 
solution,  under  debate  at  the  time.**  W.  A.  Smith  moved 
to  lay  the  previous  question  and  the  proposed  amend- 
ment on  the  table.  Lost.  The  amendment  was  admitted 
by  the  mover  of  the  rule  for  the  previous  question.  H. 
Slicer  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  conforming 
the  rule  under  consideration  to  that  of  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives of  the  United  States,  for  1831M0.  This 
was  also  admitted,  and  the  rule  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Conference  then  adjourned,  to  meet  to-morrow  mornings 
at  eight  o'clock.  ^ 


ActloB  an  Pm- 
lorall^ldreM. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  3. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  pyrsuant  to  adjourn* 
ment,  Bishop  Roberts  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
rdigious  exercises  by  brother  Parker,  of  Arkansas. 

G.  Peck,  chairman  of  the  committee  appointed  to  draft 
a  Pastoral  Address,  made  a  report,  which  was  read. 

O.  Scott  moved  to  insert  "  western,"  in  that  part  of  the 
address  which  refers  to  the  memorials  on  slavery.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

N.  Levings  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "  noithem 
and  eastern,"  and  insert  "severaL"  Laid  on  the  table. 
The  word  "principally"  was  then  inserted,  and  the  word 
"  numerous"  stricken  out. 

The  address  as  amended  was  then  adopted.  (See 
Appendix,  Document  E.) 
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The  Preaideikt  called  vp  the  report  of  the  Conupitlee 
on  Education.  The  report  (in  pan)  wae  read,  aod  th^ 
resolution  adopted  by  a  rising  vote,  in  these,  words  :— 

**  Resolved,  That  W9  will  forthwith  elect  sevei^  opm-  uidrenity. 
missioners,  who  shall  be  taken  from  the  following  diatnict 
of  country,  viz, : — Three  from  the  western  side  of  the  Alle- 
ghany Mountains,  two  from  the  eastern  side  thereof,  sooth 
of  the  Potomac  River,  and  the  remaining  two  from  the 
svne  side,  north  of  the  said  river ;  and  that  the  said  com* 
imssioners  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place  to  aseemble, 
9Xkd  transact  the  business  hereinaiVer  committed  to  them* 
Four  of  them  ^haU  be  a  qoomm  for  the  ful^iQent  of 
the  trust ;  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  to  make  any 
arrangements  with  the  trustees  of  the  Uniyersity,  referred 
to  in  the  foregoii^  report,  by  which  they  may  secure  to 
tl^e  General  Conference  of  tho  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
the  control  of  the  said  University,  ia  so  far  a&  to  provide 
that  it  shall  elect  the  faculty,  and  officers  thereof,  and 
arrange  and  settle  the  course  of  studies  purs«od  thereioi 
and  the  internal  policy  thereof,  through  any  Board  of  Corac 
tors  which  the  Confereace  may  appoint  for  that  pujqpose  i 
and  provided  that  they  do  not  pledge  the  proper^  of  the 
M*  E. .Church,  nor  bind  this  Conference,  ei&er, collect 
ively,  or  the  members  individually,  to  pay  any  raoney, 
either  to  endow  or  sustain  said  University.  And  the  said 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  carry  into  immediaM 
effect  any  arrangements  they  ip^y  make  with  the  said 
trustees,  in  conformity  with  the  fbregoing  stipulations, 
and  they  shall  report  their  actings  and  doings  heieia  to 
the  next  session  of  this  Conference. 

**  All  of  ^hieh  is  respectfully  submiited, 

"  loNATiuB  A.  Fsw,  Chatrmof^ 

'^Baktmore^  May  22,  1840." 


.  The  report  ivt  full,  giving  a  detail  of  the  condi^on  aodt 
prospects  of  the  literary  institutions  under  our  patronage,? 
was  read.  Various '  verbal  corrections  in  names  were 
made  during  the  reading;  and  the  resolution  annealed  waat 
adopted,  to  wit : — 

''  Resolved,  That  any  Annual  Conference  may  direct 
public  collections  to  be  taken  up  by  the  preachere  in 
charge  of  circuits  and  stations  m  each  society,  once 
in  each  year,  for  the  vpurpose  of  sustaining  the  literasy 
inetitutiena  under  its  patronage  or  control,  if  it  should 
judge  it  expedient  so  to  do,  or  may  adc^t  such  oih«r 
measures  for  that  end  as  may  seem  to  tib^  members  thweo^^ 
most  advisable. 

'<  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"loNATius  A.  Ykw^  Chmnnmi. 

'' Baliimore,  Mc^  2^,  lS40r 
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•Jotton  to  j^  X.  CoUiiss  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by  strdiing  otii 

the  part  referring  to  preachers  on  trial  being  appointed  US 
colleges  and  seminaries.     Lost. 

The  report  as  amended  was  adopted.   (App.,  Doc.  F. 
Conference  resoiyed  to  meet  again  at  three  o'clock,  P.  I 
ti^iacxfptiet   to       J.  Earl^  moved  that  the  Bislxops  be  requested  to  appoint 
■SSon©!*!*'    *^*  commissioners   for  the  University,  accepted  by  the 
first  report  of  the  Committee  on  Education.     Adopted. 
On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  following  was  adopted  :-— 
"  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference,  Tliat  the  rule 
relating  to  probationers  be  so  applied  as'  not  to  affect 
those  preachers  on  trial  who  have  been  heretofore  ap^ 
{pointed  by  the  Bishops  to  literary  institutions.^' 
Miwa  B^be       On  motion  of  T.  K.  Catlett;  Conference  reconsidered 
oUwTt^    tbn  the  ninth  resolution  of  the  report  (in  full)  of  the  Commit'^ 
^JJJSl        ^^  ®^  ^®  BiKik  Concern,  limiting  the  choice  of  Editors 
to  travelling  preachers.     On  motion  of  J.  Early,   the 
resblution  was  amended  by  striking  out  "  shall  be,"  and 
inserting  "if,"  so  as  to  reid  •*  if  chosen."    The  amend'* 
ment  was-adopted  by  seventy-six  to  sixty ;  and  the  amend- 
tient  was  ordered  to  be  made  with  regard  to  all  our  Editors. 
On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  reports  of  the  Book  Committee 
m  uihole^  S.  K*  Hodges  moved  the  following  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report,  which  was  adopted:--' 
THsgoAvarj    it       «<  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-Tork  be 
^""^^^  iuthorized  to  establish  a  depository  at  Boston,  on  the  same 

terms  as  those  at  CharleiBton  and  Pittsbmrg,  the  amount  of 
which  shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars." 
'       The  reports  in  fall  were  then  adopted,  as  follows  : — 
(For  first  report,  see  pp.  51,  52.) 
SMODdraportof       The  Committee  on  the  affairs  of  the  Book  Concern  hest 

Conunlttes  on    .  «  •  i     •  ^ 

Book  Conoeni.  leave  to  present  this  as  their  report,  m  part : — 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  aflSurt 
soa&<^fteni  of  the  South-Westem  Christian  Advocate,  published  at 
^^  Nasfarflle,  Tennessee,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  tne  follovdng 
preamble  and  resolutions : 

"  Whereas,  it  apt)ear8  from  the  exhibit  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  oif  the  S.  W.  C.  Advocate,  they  are  owing 
$11,587,  and  that  there  is  due  said  committee  some 
$18,000,  one*haIf  of  which  they  think  may  be  ultimately 
available,  and  whereas  the  present  wants  of  the  commit^ 
tee  are  such  as  tp  require  the  aid  of  some  thousands  of 
dollars;  therefore, 

*«  Resolved,  1.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  negotiate  ii4th  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the 
Tennessee  Conference  for  the  settlement  of  the  debts  of 
the  S.  W.  C.  Advocate,  provided  the  Agents  do  not  exceed 
the  sum  of  seven  thousand  dollars. 

^<  %  That  Ve  reconimend  the  continuance  of  said  paper, 
provided,  that  if  the  paper  does  not  sustain  itself,  the  Ten- 
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netsea  Conferance  is  authorized  and  directed  to  wind  up 
the  concern  at  the  cloM  of  the  next  volume. 

"  3.  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Pnblishing  Coin- 
mittee  to  reduce  the  size  of  the  S.  W.  C.  Advocate  to  the 
size  of  the  Western  C.  Advocate. 

'*  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  dso  the 
offer  of  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  Conferences  to 
transfer  to  the  General  Concern  the  paper  of  the  above-" 
named  Conferences,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following: 

'*  4.  Resolved,  That  the  offer  of  the  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina  *  Conference  Journal'  be  accepted,, and  published 
for  the  General  Concern  under  the  name  of  the  *  Richmond 
Christian  Advocate.' 

^*5.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  184,  be 
amended  so  as  to  read,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  ninth 
paragraph,  after  the  words,  'to  discontinue  them,'  *and 
report  to  the  Agents  at  New-Ybrk  the  state  of  the  accounts, 
in  the  final  settlement  of  the  business,  and  if  there  be  any 
loss,  the  said  Agents  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to 
discharge  the  debt.' 

'*  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  also  the 
communication  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  relative 
to  the  German  paper  called  'The  Apologist,'  and  be^ 
leave  to  offer  the  following : 

'*  6.  Resolved,  That  the  Apologist  be  adopted  as  a 
General  Conference  paper,  ana  that  the  Agents  and  Book 
Committee  at  Cincinnati  be  authorized  to  wind  up  the 
concern  at  any  time  when  in  their  judgment  it  shall  be 
Expedient  to  do  so. 

"  Your  committee  have  h^d  under  consideration  also 
the  application  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Conference  Journal,  to  transfer  that  paper  to  the 
General  Concern,  and|^  after  mature  reflection,  beg  leave 
to  submit  the  following  resolution  : 

**  7.  Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  accept  the  offer 
made  of  the  Pittsburg  Christian  Advocate,  by  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference  Journal, 
provided  that  the  debts  heretofore  contracted  without  the 
authority  of  this  Conference  be  not  charged  to  the  Book 
Concern,  and  provided  also  said  paper  be  under  the  regu- 
lations which  Discipline  prescribes  in  regard  to  other 
papers. 

"Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
subject  of  the  payment  of  freight  by  the  Book  Concern 
on  books  sent  to  depositories,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the; 
following  : 

"  8.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  directed  to  adhere 
td  their  former  practice  of  requiring  the  depositories  to 
pay  expanses,  when  the  books  are  sold  at  the  discount 
allowed  to  depositories. 
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tads  to  New-  <>  YowT.  cdiBinitlfde  have  bad  omder  eoBsidOTatiaii  A« 
subject  of  the  deseriptian  of  funds  in  which  the  debts  due 
the  Book  Concern  should  be  paid»  and  beg  leare  to  offer 
the  foUowtng  resolution : 

*"  9.  Resolved,  That  the  debts  due  the  Book  Coacem 
shall  be  paid  in  such  fundr  as  are  current  in  the  state 
vhere  the  books  are  sold;  provided,  nevertl^^ess,  that 
the  preachers  be  required  to  procure  the  best  funds  in 
their  power. 

>'  Respectfully  subnitted, 

*'M.  RioHAROsMy  Ckakman. 
**  BaiHman,  May  31,  1840." 

Final  Report  &fthe<!otmmme  an  the  Book  Concern, 

^SAi^com'      "  ^^^  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  va- 
macee.  rious  matters  referred  to  th^m^  and  beg  leave  to  offer  this 

as  their  final  report : — 

'^They  have  had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  the 
Quarterly  Review,  and  offer  the  following  resQlution : 
Qovtaiiy   Be-      «  1.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Agents  and 
^''*  Book  Committee  at  New-York,  to  commence,  at  the  close 

of  the  present  year,  if  in  the  judgment  of  the  Agents  the 
patjEonage  be  sufficient  to  sustain  it,  a  new  series  of  the 
Quarterly  Review,  in  an  enlarged  and  improved  form,  to 
be  entitled  the  '  Methodist  Quarterly  Review ;'  and  tha( 
the  Agents  be  directed  to  issue  forthwith  a  prospectus  for 
this  work. 

"  We  have  had  under  consideration  also  the  application 

One  of  V.  c.  of  Urban  C.  Tignor,  to  be  released  from  a  claim  held 

''■■^'  afainst  him  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  for  boobs 

which  were  lost  at  sea,  and  offer  the  following  resolu- 

tion:  *  , 

**  2.  Resolved,  That  the  case  of  U.  C.  Timor  be  refer- 
red  to  the  Agents  for  such  abatement  of  the  amount  as 
they  may  tnink  proper. 

''They  have  had  under  consideration  the  claim  for 
iMditfiMinN.  freight  held  by  the  Agents  at  New- York  against  the  Con- 
aM.  ^^^'^  (|em  at  Cincinnati,  and  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  the  freight  for  the  four  years  pasL 
ending  1st  April,  1840,  from  New- York  to  Cincinnati,  ana 
thence  to  the  circuits,  be  credited  to  the  Cincinnati  Con*- 
^em»  in  view  of  the  depreciation  of  the  old  stock. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  the  freight  from  New-York  to 
Cincinnati,  and  the  difference  of  exchange,  henceforth  be. 
borne  by  the  latter  Concern, 
en  '*  They  have  had  under  consideration,  also,  the  subject 
of  the  terms  of  sale  of  our  books  of  the  General  Catalogue, 
and  beg  leave  to  offer  the  follo¥ring  resolution : 
"  5.  Resolved,  That  we  allow  on  all  credjt  sales  a  die- 
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«oiint  of  tirwity-fiTe  p^  cent.,  tbe  credit  to  extend  to  die  ^2£t«ff 
Conference  ensuing,  when,  if  not  paid,  to  bear  interest 
ftom  that  date  ;  and  a  discount  of  thirty-three  and  one^ 
third  jpea  cent,  whea  the  cash  accompanies  the  order,  pro- 
vided that  whenever  the  books  are  longer  than  one  month 
im  arriving  at  the  plaoe  of  destinatioti,  after  the  reception 
of.  the  cash  by  the  Agents,  then  the  purchaser  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  interest  on  the  amonnt  paid  for  the 
whole  time  from  the  reception  of  the  money  mitil  the 
books  are  received,  at  the  same  rate  of  interest  as  is 
charged  by  the  Agents;  provided  also,  snch  payments  are 
made  inlimds  which  are  at  par  at  the  agency. 

"Q.  Resolved  also,  That  the  proceeds  of  the  Book  Con-  DtrWon  of  the 
cem  be  distributed  equally  among  the  several  Annual    f******** 
Conferences. 

.  ^  Your  committee  have  had  tinder  consideration  also  the 
collection  of  the  debts  due  for  the  periodicals  published  CoDectioii    of 
mder  the  direction  of  the  General  Confi^rence,  and  beg    ^^SSSSl^ 
leave  to  ofier  t)ie  foUowiag  resolutions : 

''  7.  Resolved,  That  it  be  made  the  duty  of  every  tra^ 
irelling  preacher  to  use  his  influence  to  obtafn  subscribers 
for  our  periodicals  published  under  the  direction  of  the 
General  Conference,  attend  so  the  collection  of  dues  for 
the  same,  and  remit  the  money  to  the  publishers,  according 
lo  their  directions. 

'^  8.  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  iti 
charge  of  each  station  and  circuit  to  keep,  in  a  suitable 
book,  a  faithful  record  of  all  the  subscribers  to  our  peri-  . 
odicals  in  his  charge;  enter  the  date  and  amount  of  pay- 
ments, and  leave  the  book  for  his  successor,  and  a  note 
of  where  it  is  left  shall  be  made  on  the  plan  of  the  circuit 

"  Your  coBunittee  have  had  under  consideration  the  sub<> 
ject  of  Editors  for  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  and 
lespectfolly  offer  the  following  resolutions : 

"9.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  an  Editor  for  the  iMiUmumam- 
Magazine  and  Quarterly  Review,  general  books  and  tracts ;    ^^'^ 
tindan  Editor  and  assistant  Editor  for  the  Christian  Advo- 
cate and  Jonnial,  You^'s  Magazine,  and  Sabbath-school  ^ 
books;  who,  if  chosen  from  among  the  travelling  preach- 
ers, shall,  by  virtue  of  their  appointment,  be  members  of 
the  New- York  Conference ;  to  which,  in  the  bterval  of 
the  General  Conference,  they  shall  be  responsible  for  their 
conduct  in  office. 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  beg  leave  to  offer 
the  following : 

^'  1 0.  There  shall  be  an  establishment  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  which  shall  be  conducted  t^^ 
aa  AgentAttd  an  assistant,  chosen  from  among  the  travelling 
preachers,  who  shall  manage  the  business  in  the  westeni 
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country  ao  as  to  co-opentta  with  the  Agents  «l  New- 
York ;  and  who,  by  yirtue  of  their  appoiptment,  shall  be 
jnembers  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  to  which,  in  the  intenral 
of  the  General  Conference,  they  shall  be  responsible  for 
4heir  conduct  in  office.  "  « 

'*  11.  They  shall  have  authority  to  publish  any  book  or 
tract  which  has  been  previously  published  by  the  Agents 
at  New- York,  when  in  their  judgment,  and  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Book  Committee,  the  demand  for  such  publi- 
cation will  justify,  and  the  interest  of  the  Church  require 
it ;  provided  they  shall  not  reprint  our  large  works^  such 
as  the  Commentaries,  Quarto  Bible,  Wesley's  and  Fletoh- 
er*s  Works,  or  any  other  work  containing  more  than  seven 
hundred  pages. 

"  12.  They  shall  publish  such  books  and  tracts  as  are 
recommended  to  them  for  publication  by  the  General 
Conference  ;  and  they  may  puUish  any  new  work  which 
shall  be  approved  by  the  Editors,  and  recommended  by 
the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati^  or  by  an  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

"  13.  There  shall  be  an  Editor  and  an  assistant,  who 
shall  have  charge  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  and 
all  the  editorial  business  of  the  establishment,  except 
what  belongs  to  the  German  department;  and  who,  if 
chosen  from  among  the  travelling  preachers,  shall,  by  virtoe 
of  their  appointment,  be  members  of  the  Ohio  Ccnference, 
to  which,  in  the  interval  of  the  General  Conference,  they 
shall  be  responsible  for  their  conduct  in  office. 

"  14.  There  shall  be  an  Editor  of  the  general  depart- 
ment, who  shall  have  charge  of  the  Christian  Apologist, 
and  perform  all  the  editorial  duties  necessary  in  the  print* 
ing  of  such  books  and  trasts  as  may  be  recommended  to  the 
Agents,  as  above,  for  publication  in  the  German  language. 

"  15.  The  Ohio  Annual  Conference  shall  exercise  the 
san&e  jurisdiction  over  said  Agents  and  Editors  that  the 
New-York  Conference  does  over  the  Agents  and  Editors 
at  New- York. 

^*  16.  In  case  of  death,  restgaatiom,  or  removal  of  any 
of  said  Agents  or  Editors,  the  Ohio  Conference  shall 
have  authority  to  appoint  a  successor  until  the  ensuing 
General  Conference. 

"17.  All  books  or  printed  sheets  ordered  by  the 
Agents  of  this  Concern  from  New- York  shall  be  cluurged 
at  cost  prices. 

«<  1 8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Agents  to  report  the  state 
of  the  western  division  of  the  Book  Concern  to  all  the 
Annual  Conferences  yeariy,  and  to  inform  the  respective 
Conferences  of  any  within  their  bounds  who  fail  to  make 
payment,  that  measures  may  be  taken  to  secure  or  collect 
sucUdebt^        ,.        .      . 
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**  19,  And  the  Book  Committee  of  this  depwrtmentof  the  ^^xcS&- 
Book  Concern  shall  consist  of  nine  members,  including  rmA. 
the  Editors,  to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference, whose  powers  and  duties  in  reference  to  this 
establishn^nt  shall  be  the  same  as  those  of  the  Book 
Committee  at  New- York  in  relation  to  the  Concern 
there. 

"  20.  The  Agents  of  this  establishment  shall  remit  to 
the  Agents  at  New-York,  during  the  current  year,  as 
largely  and  frequently  as  their  funds  will  allow,  and  to  Uie 
lull  amount  of  stock  furnished,  if  practicable.  They  shall 
also  remit  any  surplus  funds  that  may  be  in  their  hands 
after  defraying  the  expense  of  conducting  their  business, 
which  shall  be  added  to  the  profits  of  the  Concern  at  New- 
York,  and  appropriated  to  the  same  purposes. 

"Your  committee  have  also  had  under  consideration 
the  subject  of  the  vacant  lots  and  laftid  belonging  to  the 
Book  Concern  at  C^icinnati ;  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolution : 

"  21 .  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  and  Book  Committee  at 
Cincinnati  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  sell  the  unim- 
l^ved  lots  in  Cincinnati,  and  the  knd  in  Ohio,  so  soon 
as  deemed  best;  or  lease  them,  if  thought  most  proper^  so 
as  to  make  them  productive* 

"Your  committee  recommend  a  change  in  the  Disci- 
pline on  page  180,  section  8,  part  2,  paragraph  3,  and  in 
order  thereto  offer  the  following  resolution : 

"22.  Resolved,  That  the  words  'who  shoU  act  ms  ciirf 
i^A' be  stricken  out. 

"  Your  committee  have  had  their  attention  drawn  to  the 
subject  of  the  time  of  the  publication  of  the  Minutes,  and 
beg  leave  to  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

"  23.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  directed  hexeaftar  '  ''   ■ 

to  publish  the  Minutes  immediately  after  the  close  of  the 
New- York  Conference.  .         . 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"M.  Richardson,  Chairman,^^ 

On  motion  of  W.  Capers,  Conference  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  to  elect  its  officers  for  the  ensuing  four 
years. 

Nathan  Bangs  was  elected   Resident  Corresponding  ^^S^^^^SSt 
Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist    uiy?^" 
J^piscopal  Church. 

Thomas  Mason  was  elected  principal  Book  Agent  at  ^f^^^^' 
New- York,  and  George  Lane  assistant  Agent.  dnnati. 

John  F.  Wright  was  elected  principal  Book  Agent  at 
Cincinnati,  and  Leroy  Swormstedt  assistant  Agent. 

George  Peck  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Quai^terly  Re-  ^^^^^  Qiuitar- 
mw,  general  books,  and  tracts.  iya«vi6w. 
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Igwrs  Chrit-  Dri  TlMmas  E.  Bond  wss  elected  prmcip&l  Edkp^  of 
^^^*^'  l!ie  ChrisiiBii  Advocate  and  Journal,  Yonth's  Magazine,  and 
Simday-gchool  booka,  and  George  Coles  assistant  Editor. 
Chiaies  Elliott  was  elected  principal  Editor  of  the 
Western  Chrislian  Advocate,  and  ^e  publications  of  the 
Western  Book  Coneero  at  Cincinnati,  except  the  Grermaa 
publications,  and  Leonidas  L.  Hamline  assistant  Editor. 

William  Nast  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Christian  Apol- 
ogist, and  the  German  publications  of  the  Book  Concern 
at  Cincinnati. 

WJJJJU^  c.       Chaiies  A.  Dam. was  elected  Editor  of  Ae  South- 
western Christian  Advocate,  at  Nashville. 
Mtors.c.A4i.       WilHam  M.  Wightman  was   elected   Editor  of  the 

Southern  Christian  Advocate,  at  Charleston. 
^SKdOirfiSr       ^^7  M.  Lee  was  elected  Editor  of  the  Richmond 
f«nbi.'  '        Christian  Advocate,  at  Richmond. 

'JjJJ^  gJJ       Conference  pro<^ded  to  elect  the  place  of  its  next 
feBMwe.  session  in  1844,  imd  New- York  was  chosen  by  a  major- 

ity of  votes. 

Moees  Hill  had  leave  of  absence  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session  of  this  Conference. 

Daniel  B.  Randall  asked  leave  of  absence,  but  it  waa 
not  granted.  *-  , 

Conference  adjourned  to  meet  at  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  3. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  Bishop  Hedding  in 

'  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  exercises  by 

biother  Chandler. 

i^p^of  the      The  report  of  the  Committee  <m  the  Itinerancy,  in  pait, 

Rinenn^  t^  was  taken  up  and  acte4  upon,  as  the  unfinished  business 

•»•*•  of  last  night. 

The  first  resolution  in  the  report,  which  had  been  lost, 
was  on  motion  reconsidered,  and  W.  A.  Smith's  substitute, 
which  had  been  cut  off  by  the  previous  question,  was 
again  offered  by  J.  A.  Collins.  On  motion  of  N.  Bang», 
this  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  folloMring, 
on  motion  of  W.  A.  Smith,  is  to  be  inserted  in  the  Dis- 
cipline, the  first  by  a  vote  of  ninety-eight  to  five,  and  the 
second  by  a  decided  majority. 
i^AdmoDt  of  **  Resolved,  1 .  That  in  the  Discipline,  page  27,  after  the 
^^^\       6th  answer  to  questioa  3,  be  added  as  follows  : — 

"  *  Ans.  7.  To  decide  all  questions  of  law  in  an  Annual 
Conferenee,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence ;  but  in  all  cases  the  application  of  law  shall  be  with 
Ihe  Conference.' 

'<  Resolved,  2.  That  the  Discipline,  page  30,  be  so 
amended  as  to  read,  after  the  7th  answer  to  question  2, 
*  and  decide  all  questions  of  Itew  in  a  Quarterly  Meeting 
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Conference,  subject  to  an  appeal  to  the  President  of  the   Report  of  Com. 
neat  Annual  Conference  ;  but  in  all  cases  tha  application    ^  *^^' 

of  law  shall  be  with  the  Conference/" 

The  second  reBolniioo  of  the  report  wa»  taken  up.     0*      '  *-  ^     •    * 
Scott  mo  Ted  to  amend  it  by  inaerting,  after  the  word 
**  President,"  "  or  Conference."    Lost.     On  motion  of  N,       /  \  *  .* 
BangSf  this  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  ^      * 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  f&urth  was  amended  by  inserting  "if,**  between 
"  that "  and  '*  an,"  in  the  proviso.  The  resolution  aa 
amended  was  adopted. 

On  a  motion  to  adopt  the  report  entire,  O.  Scott  moved 
a  further  amendment,  which  prevailed,  (8ce  Repo>t,)  and 
the  whole  report  as  amended  was  adopted^  as  follows  -.^^ 

*  *  The  Com  mittee  on  1  tin  erancy  beg  I  ea ve  to  report  i  n  part,   Repon       u 

"  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  meraori-     JJ^ptad^  "^ 
als  referred  to  them,  recommending  an-  increase  in  the 
allowance  of  travelling  preachers ,  and  arc  of  opinion  that 
it  is  not  expedient  to  alter  the  existing  provision  of  the 
Discipline  on  that  subject. 

"  The  committee  have  also  considered  that  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Address  which  was  referred  to  them,  and,  as  the 
result  of  their  deliberationSf  report  the  following  resolu^ 
tions  ; 

"  L  {Superseded  by  W,  A.  Suuth^s  substitute,) 

"  2,  (Laid  on  the  table.) 

**  3.  The  President  of  an  Annual  or  a  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference  has  the  right  to  decline  putting  the  question 
on  a  motion,  resolution,  or  report,  when,  in  his  judgment, 
such  motion,  resolution,  or  report,  does  not  relate  to  the 
pToper  business  of  a  Conference ;  pro\ided,  that  in  all 
such  cases  the  President,  on  being  required  by  the  Con- 
ferenco  to  do  so,  shall  have  inserted  in  the  journals  of  the 
Conference  his  refusal  to  put  the  question  on  such  motion, 
resoluiion,  or  report,  with  his  reason  for  so  reftising ;  and 
provided,  that  when  an  Annual  Conference  shall  differ 
from  the  President  on  a  question  of  law^  they  shall  have 
a  right  to  record  their  dissent  on  the  journals,  provided 
there  shall  be  no  discussion  on  the  subject. 

"4.  That  the  President  of  an  Annual  or  a  Quarterly 
Meeting  Conference  has  ihe  right  to  adjourn  the  Confer- 
ence over  which  he  presides  when,  in  his  judgment,  all 
the  business  prescribed  by  the  Discipline  to  such  Con- 
ference shall  have  been  transacted ;  provided,  thai  if  an 
exception  be  taken  by  the  Conference  to  his  so  adjourning 
it,  the  exception  snail  be  entered  upon  the  journals  of 
such  Conference. 

"  Ail  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

'*  W.  WiNANS,  Chmrrmm, 

*"  BtUiwwre,  May  2S,  1840."     .       .     -  . 
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The  report  of  the  GommiUee  on  Soperanmiftled  and 
Supernumerary  Preachers  was  called  up  and  adopted, 
namely:— 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  jHroposition 
to  change  the  responsibility  of  superannuated  preachers 
residing  without  the  bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference  in 
which  they  may  hold  their  membership,  report  as  follows : 

"Chap.  1,  sec.  18,  ans.  to  quest.  1,  page  63,  of  Dis- 
,cipline,  strike  out  the  remaining  part  of  said  answer,  after 
the  word  *  member,'  and  insert  the  following:  ^He  shall 
be  held  responsible  to  the  Annual  Conference  in  whose 
bounds  he  may  reside,  who  shall  have  power  to  try,  ac- 
quit, suspend  j  locate,  or  expel  him  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  he  were  a  member  of  said  Conference.' 

"  The  committee  beg  also  to  report  as  follows,  in  refer- 
ence to  those  supernumerary  preachers  who  refuse  to  go 
to  the  work  assigned  them : 

**  Insert  the  following  after  chap.  1,  soc.  3,  quest.  8, 
page  23  of  the  Discipline :  *  A  supernumerary  preacher 
who  refuses  to  attend  to  the  work  assigned  him,  unless  in 
case  of  sickness,  or  other  unavoidable  cause  or  causes, 
shall  not  be  allowed  to  exercise  the  functions  of  his  office, 
nor  even  to  preach  among  us:  nevertheless,  the  final 
determination  of  the  case  shall  be  with  the  Annual  Con- 
ference of  which  he  may  be  a  member,  whp  shall  have 
power  to  acquit,  suspend,  locate,  or  expel  him,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

"All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  Robert  Paine,  Chairman, 
'      "May  14,  1840." 

Conference  resolved  to  meet  again  at  eight  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Action  on  report       The  chair  called  up  the  report  on  the  mode  of  receiv- 

S^"^^   ing  ministers  of  other  denominations.     The  resolutions 

Srsfiromoth*^  Were  taken  up  singly. 

ctuirchM.  The  first  was  adopted.     The  second  was  amended^  on 

motion  of  J.  Holdich,  by  inserting  the  words  "  without 
reimposition  of  hands.'!  W.  Winans  moved  further  to 
amend  by  inserting  after  "  received,"  the  words  "on  trial." 
N.  Bangs  moved  as  a  substitute  for  W.  Winans'  amendment, 
to.  insert  the  words  "  according  to  our  usages."  This  pre- 
vailed. H.  Slicer  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  evan- 
gelical." Lost.  The  second  item  as  amended  was  adopt- 
ed. The  form  of  certificate  appended  to  the  above  item 
was  adopted. 

.  The  third  item  was  also  adopted.  The  fourth  item  was 
amended  by  striking  out  "  and,"  and  inserting  **or."  L. 
Pierce  moved  a  substitute  for  this  item. 

While  the  substitute  wasnmder  discussion,  Conference 
adjourned,  to  meet  at  eight  o^clock,  to-night 
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Cooference  met  at  eight  o'elock/pnnuant  to  adjourn- 
ment, Bkhop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
reading  the  vrotd  of  God,  singing,  and  prayer,  by  brother 
Mason. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  receiving 
pveachers  of  other  denominations ;  that  part  of  said  report  * 
which  relates  to  the  mode  of  receiving  members  from 
other  Churches,  who  may  wish  to  unite  with  us,  being 
under  consideration  at  the  time  of  the  last  adjournment. 

J.  A.  Qete  moved  to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  die  table. 
Lost. 

J.  S.  Poiter  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
seconded,  put,  and  carried. 

The  question  being  taken  on  L.  Pierce's  substitute  for 
the  fourth  resolution  of  the  comudttee,  then  before  the 
Conference,  it  was  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  adopted,  reads  as  follows : — 

"The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  mode  of  re-  ^^f^*^ 
oeiving  ministchrs  of  other  denominations  into  the  ministry 
of  the  M.  B.  Church  beg  leave  to  report : 

"  That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  careful  con- 
sideration, and,  though  they  find  it  encumbered  with  many 
difficulties,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  report  the  fol- 
lowing, to  be  inserted  after  section  7,  chapter  31,  page 
93  of  the  Discipline,  namely : 

"  Quest,  1.  In  what  iiianner  shall  we  receive  those 
ministers  who  may  come  to  us  from  the  Wesleyan  con-* 
nection  in  Europe  or  Canada  ? 

*^Ans.  If  they  eome  to  us  properly  accredited  from 
eith^  the  British,  Irish,  or  Canada  Coi^erence,  they  may 
be  received  accoi^ding  to  such  credentials,  provided  they 
give  satisfaction  to  an  Annual  Conference  of  their  will- 
ingness to  conform  to  our  Church  government  and  usages. 

"  Quest.  2.  Ht>w  shall  we  receive  those  ministers  who 
may  offer  to  nnite  with  us  from  other  Christian  Churches  ? 

"  Ane,  Those  ministers  of  other  evangelical  Churches, 
who  may  desire  to  unite  with  our  Church,  whether  as  lor- 
eai  or  itinerant,  may  be  received  according  to  our  usages, 
on  condition  of  their  taking  upon  them  our  ordination 
vows,  without  the  reimposition  of  hands,  giving  satisfac- 
tion to  an  Annual  Conference  of  their  being  in  orders,  and 
of  their  agreement  with  us  in  doctrine,  discipline,  govern- 
ment, and  usages ;  provided  the  Conference  is  also  satis* 
jled  of  their  gifts,  grace,  and  usefulness.  Whenever  any 
such  minister  is  received,  he  shall  be  furnished  with  a 
bertificate,  signed  by  one  of  our  Bishops,  in  the  following 
wofdS|  namely : 


i»i 
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ifbdo  of  raG«iT.      «  This  is  tp  certify  thu  has  beea  admitted  into 

frSMnS^fSsh  Conference  as  a  travelling  preacher,  [or  has 

been  'admitted  aa  a  local  preacher  on  eiiioit.]  he 

liamg  been  ondained  to  d^  office  of  a  Deacon,  (or  an  Bl- 
der,  as  the  case  jnay  be,)  aoeoiding  to  the  usages  of  iho 
Church,  of  which  he  has  been  a  member  «ttd 
jniaister;  and  be  is  hereby  authorised  to  exercise  the 
Inactions  pertaining  to  his  office  in  the  Methodist  Episev- 
pal  Churchy  so  long  as  his  life  and  conversation  are  sneli 
as  become  the  Gospel  of  Christ.  * 

*'  Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  this 

day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,. 

'*  Quest.  3.  How  shall  we  receire  pxeach«:s  of  other 
denominations  who  are  not  in  orders  ? 

*'  Ans.  They  may  be  received  as  lieeintiates,  provid^ 
they  give  satisfaction  to  a  Quarterly  er  an  Annual  Co^- 
ferenc^i  that  they  are  suitable  persons  to  exeroise  the 
office,  and  of  their  agreement  with  the  doctrines,  disci- 
pline, government,  and  usages  of  our  Church. 
**  Alft  which  is  respecililly  submitted, 

"  P.  P.  Sanpfo&d,  Chairman.'* 

**  They  also  report  the  following,  respecting  receiving 
members  from  other  denominations,  namely : 

"  Resolved,  Thai  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  on 
page  81,  in  answer  1  to  question  3,  ae  to  read  thus :  '  itnd 
shall,  on  examinatipn  by  the  minister  in  charge,  befose 
the  Church,  give  satisfactory  as^uraoces  both  of  the  o«t- 
rectness  of  ueir  faith,  and  their  willingness  to  observe 
and  keep  the  rules  of  the  Church.  Nevertheless,  if  a 
member  in  good  standing  in  any  other  orthodox  Churdt 
shail  desire  to  unite  with  us,  such  applicant  may,  by 
giving  satisfactory  answers  to  the  usual  inquiries,  be  re- 
ceived at  <Mioe  into  full  fellowship.' " 

The  chair  presented  the  foUowiQg  resolutions,  which 
had  been  placed  in  his  hands  by  J.  F.  Wright,  whieb 
were  read,  and  on  mption  adopted,  as  follows  :-^ 

^*  Whereas,  many  distinguished  individuals  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Associatiop,  frequently  called  'Albrights,'  ha^e 
manifested  a  disposition  to  cultivate  a  friendly  intercourse 
widi  the  M.  £.  Church,  and  have  taken  a  deep  interest 
ini  and  given  much  encouragement  to,  the  {dans  we  have 
adopted  and  the  effinrta  we  have  made  to  benefit  the  mul* 
titades  of  German  emigrants  settling  in  this  country; 
therefore, 

**  Resolved,  That  a  delegation  of  three  be  appointed  al 
G«B0na  cS^'  ^^  Conference,  by  the  Superintendeo^ts,  to.  attend  their 
General  Conference  in  May  next,  and  convey  to  them  our 
Christian  salutations  and  sincere  friendship.  And  also 
Uiat  they  be  authorised  to  confer  with  that  body  in  regard 
to  the  prospect  of  extending  among  them  our  jgeviodicals 


llwAltaiighti. 
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wSki  otber  poUications  in  the  G^rmch  iaagdage ;  amd  on 
way  oiher^  subject  which  concerns  jhe  great  interests  of 
Ibe  emigrants  or  native  Qeimane  of  our  country." 

N.  Baage  offered  the  following  reeolulfon,  #hich  waa 
read  and  adopted :-« 

**  Resolved,  That  the  BodL  Agents,  in  consideration  of 
the  extiu  expense  to  which  brother  Luckey  has  been,  and 
may  hereafter  be  subjected  in  consequenee  of  the  late 
decision  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  editorial  depart- 
ment at  New-York,  be  instructed  to  pay  to  him  (brother 
Luckey)  one  month's  extra  allowance ;  the  amount  to  be 
in  proportion  to  his  salary." 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read  and  adopted:^ —   . 

"Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  S.  A.  Ros^el,  the  reporter 
U^x  this  body  during  its  present  session,  has  perCprmed  his 
duties  with  faithfulness  and  ability ;  and  that  as  a  cooi- 
pensation  for  his  services  he  be,  and  hereby  is  authoriiied 
to  draw  upon  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  for  the  sum 
9f  one  hundred  dollars." 

,  H.  G.  Leigh  offered  the  following  preamUe  and  reso- 
iutien,  which  was  read  and  adopted : — > 

"Whereas,  William  Holland,  deceased,  of  the  state 
of  North  Carolina,  and  county  of  Wake,  has  by  will,  dated 
January,  1807,  bequeathed  to  the  M.  £.  Church  an  amount 
of  bank  stock ;  and  whereas,  William  Peek,  the  only  sot- 
viving  executor,  is  willing  to  pay  over  to. theu Church  the 
said  bank  stock,  provided  he  can  be  indemnified;  and 
whereas,  the  said  William  Peck  has  fil^d  a  bill  in  equi^ 
eaUing  on  the  claimants  to  come  forward  and  establish 
their  claims  to  said  bank  stock ;  and  whereas  it  ia  the 
opinion  of  this  General  Conference  that  it  waa  the  iatea* 
tion  of  said  HoUaod  to  give  and  commit  the  managemoat 
of  the  said  bank  stock  to  the  Conferenco  in  which  k»  lived 
at  the  time  of, making  his  last  will  and  testament;  and 
whereas  the  North  Cajolina  Conference  of  the  M,  E« 
phurch  epobraces  that  section  of  country,  tbereibre 

"Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Ananal 
Conferences  in  General  Cooierenoe  assembled,  That  tkei 
North  Carolina  Annual  Conference  of  the  M.  £.  Ckutfeb 
be,  and  they  hereby  are  authorized  and  empow«-ed  to 
receive  anjd  take  the  said  bank  stock  from  the  said  William 
^eck»  and  use  to  their  ow|i  benefit  and  behalf  raa  it  may 
eeem  best  in  their  godly  wisdook" 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  waa 
taken  up,'  read,  amended,  and  ado()ted;  a^d  veads  as  Coi* 
lows :—  ' 

"The  Committee,  to  whom  waa  lafened  all  matltti 
relating  to  Sabbath  Schools,  bef  \^ve  to  lepon  the  fottow*^ 
ing  fbr  adojptif^ : 


Om  moBlh'a 
extn  ftUow- 
ance  to  Dr. 
Luckey. 
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Report  of  Ooai- 
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"  l^  Resolved,  That  the  Aesociationrecentijr  farmed  ia 
the  city  of  New- York,  and  denominated,  *The  Sunday 
School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ChuTch,'  and 
which  asks  to  be  recognized  as  such  by  this  General  Con- 
ference, be"^  and  the  same  is  hereby  recognized  under  the 
following  constitution.     (Se6  Appendix,  Document  G.) 

'<3.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  substituted  ii 
place  of  section  15,  of  chapter  1,  part  1  of  the  Discipline, 
page  58,  entided, 

'' Cf  the  Instruction  of  Children. 

"  Quest,  What  shall  we  do  for  the  rising  generation  ? 

**An3H).  1.  Let  Sunday  schools  be  formed  in  all  our  con- 
gregations 'where  ten  children  can  be  collected  for  that 
purpose.  And  it  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  preachers 
having  charge  of  circuits  and  stations,  with  the  aid  of 
the  other  preachers,  to  see  that  this  be  done ;  to  engage 
the  co-operation  of  as  many  of  our  members  as  they  can ; 
to  visit  the  schools  as  often  as  practicable  ;  to  preach -on 
the  subject  of  Sunday  schools  and  religious  instruction  in 
each  congregation  at  least  once  in  six  months ;  to  lay 
before  the  Quarterly  Conference  at  each  quarterly  meeting, 
to  be  entered  on  its  journal,  a  written  statement  of  the 
number  and  state  of  the  Sunday  schools  within  their 
respective  circuits  and  stations,  and  to  make  a  report  of 
the  same  to  their  several  Annual  Conferences.  Each  Quar- 
terly Confevence  shall  be  deemed  a  Board  of  Managers, 
having  supervision'  of  all  the  Sunday  schools  and  Sunday- 
School  societies  within  its  limits,  and  shall  be  auxiliary 
to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church ;  apd  each  Annual  Conference  shall  report  to  said 
Union  the  number  of  auxiliaries  within  its  bounds,  together 
'  with  other  facts  presented  in  the  annual  reports  of  the 
preachers  as  above  directed. 

*'  2.  It  is  recommended  that  each  Annual  Conference, 
where  the  general  state  of  the  work  will  allow,  request 
the  appointment  of  a  special  agent,  to  travel  throughout  its 
bounds,  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
Sunday-schools ;  and  his  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  of 
cx>llections  which  he  shall  be  directed  to  make,  or  other- 
wise, as  shall  be  ordered  by  the  Conference. 

"  3.  Let  our  Catechisms  be  used  Ss  extensively  as  posf 
sible,  both  in  our  Sunday  schools  and  families ;  and  let 
the  preachers  faithfully  enforce  upOn  parents  ^nd  Sunday- 
school  teachers  the  great  importance  of  instructing  chil- 
dren in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  religion. 

'*  4.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  the  preachers  to  form 
Bible  classes  wherever  they  can,iorihe  instruction  of  larger 
children  and  youth ;  and  where  diey  cannot  superintend 
them  personally,  to  appoint  suitable  leaders  for  that  purpose. 
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*\  5.  It  sball  b«  the  dnty  of  evetf  preacher  of  ^  cireoit  or 
Btation  to  obtain  the  names  of  the  children  belonging  to 
his  congregations,  and  leave  a  list  of  snch  names  for  his 
successor ;  and  in  his  pastoral  visits  h^  ^hall  pay  special 
attention  to  the  children,  <^speak  to  them  personally,  and 
kindly,  on  experimental  and  practical  godliness,  according 
to  their  capacity,  pray  earnestly  for  (hem,  and  d^gently 
instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  to  dedicate  their  children 
to  the  Lord  in  bt^xtism  as  early  as  convenient ;  and  let  all 
baptized  children  be  faithfully  instructed  in  the  nature, 
design,  privileges,  and  obligations  of  their  baptism..  Those 
of  them  who  are  well  disposed  may  be  admitted  to  our 
class,  meetings  and  love^feasts,  and  such  as  are  tridy  seri- 
ous, and  manifest  a  desire  to  fle^  the  wra^  to  come,  shall 
be  advised  to  join  society  as  probationers. 

'*  3.  Resolved,  That  answer  6,  to  question  2,  of  section 
5,  of  chapter  1,  part  1,  of  the  Discipline,  page  30,  be  bo 
amended  as  to  add  at  the  close  the  words,  <  and  carefully 
to  inquire,  at  each  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  whether 
the  rules  respecting  the  instruction  of  children  have  been 
faithfully  observed.' 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  answer  16  to  question  1,  of  sec- 
tion 9,  chapter  1,  part  1,  of  the  Diteipline,'  page  41,  be.  so 
amended  as  to  read,  'To  lay  before  the  Quarterly  Confei^* 
ence  at  each  quarterly  meeting,  as  fur  as  practicable^  to  be 
•ntered  on  its  journal,'  (&c. 

**  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  F.  Rbed,  bkamnanJ* 


I  of  CofB^ 
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On  motion  of  P.  Akers,  Gonferenoe  resolved  to  reoon*" 
aider  the  vote  by  which  it  refused  to  elect  two  additional 
Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

On  motion  of  J.. A.  Collins,  Conference  resolved  to 
change  the  title  or-  appellation  of  the  Secretaries,  itom  that 
of  ''  Resident  ind  Corresponding  Secretaries,"  to  thalt  of 
**  General  Secretaries  ;''  the  same  title  to  be  ap{^ied  to  tho 
Secretary  in  New- York,  so  as  to  read  throughout,  **  three 
General  Secrjdtaries  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  M. 
E.  Church."  The  report  of  die  Committee  on  Missions, 
'  recommencHng  an  addition  of  two  in  the  Missionary  Sec- 
retaryship, was  the;ia  adopted. 

.  Conference  proceeded  to  the  election  of  General  See* 
retary  for  the  southern  <  division,  when  William  Capen 
was  duly  elected. 

Edward  R.  Ames  was  elected  f(nr  the  western  division. 

J.  Qoldich  offered  the  following  preamble  and  xesoln^ 
lion,  which  were  read,  and  adopted  :-^ 

*VWhefeas,  itis  understood  diat  certain  moneys  have 
been  collected  or  subscribed  on  accotlntof  the  centenaryt- 
ta  tm  devoted  1o  missionary  purposes,  which  mon^s  are 
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Md  Bttfoject  to  the  durecuon  of  this  GeHeral  Cpnftreiice, 
therefore^ 

"  Resolved,  Thai  all  moneys  collected  or  that  may  be 
collected  as  afor^aid,  are  hereby  directed  to  be  paid  iota 
the  haads  of  the  Creneral  Treasurer  of  the  Missioiunry 
Society  of  the  M.  £.  Church." 

On  motion  it  was  resolved,  that  the  Book  Agents  of 
New- York  pay  to  Armstrong  dc  Berry  the  sum  of  $64  25y 
being  the  amount  of  their  bill  against  the  Conference  for 
stationary  and  furinting.  Said  Agents  were  also  directed)^ 
by  unanimous  vote  of  Conference,  to  pay  to  the  sexton  of 
dbie^  church  uised  as  a  Conference  room  the  sum  of  $50» 
fbf  his  services  during  the  session. 

The  resolution  heretofore  offered  by  P.  P.  Swadford,  with 
respect  to  preachers  appointed  to  [labour  for  persons  in] 
pid)lic  prisons,  military  posts,  and  seamen's  bethels,  was 
taken  up.  N.  Levings  moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "wad 
the  American  Bible  Society."  Adopted.  H.  Slicer  pro* 
posed  further  to  amend,  by  adding  ^  American  aiid  State 
Temperance  Societies."  This  was  laid  on  the  table ; 
and  the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  as  follows :— ^ 

^^  Resolved,  That  answer  2  to  question  3^  section  4, 
chapter  1,  of  the  Dbcipline,  page  26,  be  amended  by 
inserting,  after  the  word  seamen,  '  of  prisoners  in  public 
prisons,  military  posts,  and  the  American  Bible  Society.' " 

J.  T.  Mitchell  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  read,  and  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising  vote : — 

"li  Resofved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the 
most  cordial  thanks  of  the  members  of  this  body  are  due, 
ind  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  for 
their  hospitality  and  Christian  friendship,  in  entertaining" 
the  members  of  the  Conference  during  the  present  pro- 
tUMted  session* 

"  Resohred,  That  the  above  resdution  be  read  by  the 
preachers  stationed  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  their  several 
pulpits." 

J.  Holdich  offered  the  following  resohition,  which  was 
ZMid,  and  unanimously  adopted : — 

^  Resolved,  lliat  the  blanks  of  the  General  Conference 
be  hereby  tendered  to  the  trustees  apd  congregation  of 
the  Wesley  Chapel,  for  the  use  of  their  church,  and  for 
tke  JKind  attention  which  they  have  paid  to  the  comfort  of 
the  members." 

,  Bishop  Sonle  nominated  T.B*  Sargent  as  his  travelling 
ctttopaaion  on  his  visii  to  England ;   which  nomination 
was  unanimously  confirmed  by  a  rising  vote. 
•  J.  Holdich  ofl^red  the  following  resdstion,  which  vras 
unatttmously  adopted  i^^ 
.«' Resolved,  That  the  ifaMiks  of  Uus  GeneMl  Coafer- 
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enor  ^  Kareby  tendered  to  the  Secretary  aii<f  assistaiit 
Secretaries,  for  the  faithful,  unwearied,  and  satisfactory 
manner  in  which  they  have  discharged  their  arduous 
duties,  during  the  protracted  and  laborious  session  of  this 
body^" 

The  chair  introduced  the  following  resolution,  which 
was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  toble,  natnely :  *^  Resolved, 
That  the  words  '  twenty-one,'  in  the  first  answer  to  ques- 
tion 2,  section  3,  of  the  Discipline,  be  stricken  out,  and 
the  words  *  twenty-eight'  inserted  in  their  place." 

N.  Bangs  moved  thtx  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  Discipline,  as  revised 
and  amended ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

The  President  announced  the  following  commissioners  Univsnity  con- 
ordered  to  be  appointed,  in  accordance  with  ^he  recom-    "**^®"*"- 
mendationof  the  Committee  on  Education :  J.  S.  Tomlinson, 
H.  B.  Bascom,  I.  A.  Few,  J;  P.  Durbin,  £.  W.  Sehon, 
J.  Early,  N.  Bangs. 

B.  M.  Drake  offered  the  fdlowing  resolution,  which, 
oa  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table: — '' Resolved,  That  the 
'  neeessary    travelling    expenses    of   the   commismners  "^Jjj^j*"*^ 
ordered  by  this  Conference,  to  negotiate  in  reference  to 
receiving  a  University,  be  paid'  by  the  Book  Concern." 

After  various  motions  and  amendments  on  the  same 
ssbject  had  failed,  Ji  Dodge  offered  the  following,  which 
was  adopted : — 

^'  Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  pves^t  their  bill 
of  travelling  expenses  to  the  next  General  Conference  for 
•ettleiiient.'' 

The  chair  announced  the  delegates  to  the  Conference  DeiantestoAi* 
of  Albrights,  namely :  John  F.  Wright,  W.  CaUender,  W.  cJSto^'*^ 
Nast. 

Also  the  committee  to  revise  the  new  edition  of  the 
Discipline,  namely:  Daniel  Ostrander,  Nathan  Bangs, 
•Samuel  Luckey. 

H.  B.  Bascom,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Peti- 
tion from  Westmoreland,  Va.,  presented  a  report,  which 
was  read  and  adopted.     (See  Appendix,  Document  H.) 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  Conference  ordered  the 
memorialists  to  be  furnished  with  a  copy ;  and  also,  on 
motion  of  E.  W.  Suckney,  its  publication  in  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  ^umal. 

Copies  of  the  resolution  on  the  bequest  of  W.  Holland 
were  ordered  to  be  given  to  the  delegates  from  the  North 
Carolina  Conference ;  and  copies  of  those  on  the  appeal 
cases  of  James  V.  Potts,  and  James  Smith,  senr.,  to  the 
delegates  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  American  BiUe  ]i«p^(m 
Society  was   taken   up,  and  on  motion  the  Jirst  and    ^Si^  *^ 
seamd  resolutions  were  adopted.     S.  Luckey  proposed  a 
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Bobstitiite  to  the  thtrd  fesolotion,  and  H.  Slicer  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  sabatitute,  both  of  which,  as  also  the  resohition 
itself,  were  laid  on  the  table ;  and  the  report  i^s  amended 
was  adopted.     (See  Appendix,  Document  L) 

H.  Slicer  offered  the  following  resolution,  nai^ejy: 
'*  That  the  following  words  be  stricken  from  our  General 
imper'nce.  Rules,  namely:  *  Drunkenneiss,  or  drinking  spirituous 
liquors,  unless  in  cases  of  necessity ;'  and  that  the  follow- 
ing be  inserted  in  place  thereof,  *  Drunkenness,  buying  or 
selling  spirituous  liquors,  or  drinking  them,  unless  in  cases 
of  extreme  necessity.'  The  question  being  taken,  seventy- 
five  voted  in  the  affirmative,^  and  thirty-eight  in  the  nega^- 
tive ;  so  the  motion  was  lost,  not  being  sustained  by  a 
constitutional  majority. 

J.  S.  Tomlinson  was  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  reso^ 
lution  providing  for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to 
treat  respecting  the  transfer  of  the  aforesaid  University; 
and  J.  F.  Wright  with  a  copy  of  those  relative  to  the 
delegation  to  the  Albright  Conference. 

Oa  motion,  the  Secretary  proceeded*  to  read  up  the 
journals.  Moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  seventy-six 
affirmative,  in  place  of  seventy-five,  on  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  restoration  of  the  original  Tule  on  temiperance, 
H,  B.  Bascom  having  stated  that  he  had  risen  up  to  vote 
after  the  Secretary  had  made  his  count :  the  journal  vnm 
altered  accordingly. 
Ftaud  adjotnni-  Ob  motiop  that  the  Confe 'ence  now  adjo^um,  Bishop 
Soule  rose  and  addressed  the  body.  The  Conference  theb 
united  in  singing  and  prayer,  after  which  it  adjourned  to 
meet  in  the  city  of  New-York,  May  1,  1844. 

JOSHUA  SOULE, 
ROBERT  R.  ROBERTS, 
ELUAH  HEDDING, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH,      ^ 
THOMAS  A.  MORRIS, 
Bithops  of  tke  MethodUt  EfUtopal  Ckurd^ 


John  A.  Collins,  Secretary. 
Thomas  B.  Saroent, 
j.  b.  houohtalino, 


Assistant  Secretaries, 
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To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church : 

Dear  Brethren, — The  meeting  of  this  solemn  and  constitutional 
body,  just  at  the  opening  of  the  second  century  of  Wesleyan  Method- 
ism, is  a  peculiafly-appropriate  occasion  for  reviewing  the  ris^^and 
progress  of  that  great  and  blessed  revival  of  pure  Christianity,  which, 
commencing  with  the  labours  of  that  eminent  man  of  God,  the  Rev, 
John  Wesley,  has,  during  the  last  centennial  period,  spread  ovei*  large 
portions  of  our  globe,  conveying  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of  salva- 
tion to  millions  of  the  human  race.  It  is  highly  proper  for  us  at  such 
a  period,  and  under  such  circumstances,  to  direct  our  carefbl  attention 
to  the  measures  and  means  which,  under  God,  have  been  accompanied 
with  such  auspicious  results.  It  will  appear,  it  is  presumed,  upon  such 
an  examination,  that  human  policy  has  had  less  to  do  in  the  origin^ 
progress,  and  final  accomplishment  of  this  great  work,  than  in  any 
other  important  and  extensive  enterprise  since  the  days  of  the  Apo»: 
ties.  The  rise  and  progress,  and  ultimate  success  of  Methodism,  are 
marked  with  the  special  openings  and  interpositions  of  the  providence 
of  Almighty  God.  And  although  we  are  a  hundred  years  removed 
from  that  era  of  pre9ious  memory,  when  this  great  light  first  shone 
forth  from  Oxford,  we  look  back  through  every  successive  period  of 
its  advancement,  deeply  impressed  with  this  sentiment,  "Not unto  us, 
O  Lord,  not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  give  glory  ^  We  have  stood 
still  to  see  the  salvation  of  God,  or  moved  forward  as  his  providenoe^^, 
opened  the  way.  ^ 

In  the  progress  of  this  great  w^prk  on  both  sides  of  tl^e  Atlantic, 
many  instruments  have  been  successfully  employed,  who  would  never 
have  been  engaged  in  the  enterprise  had  their  selection  depended 
merely  on  the  wisdom  of  men. 

In  England,  while  a  Wesley  and  Fletcher,  with  a  few  kindred 
spirits,  were  wielding  the  mighty  artillery  of  gospel  truth,  with  all  the 
panoply  of  various  and  profound  science  and  literature,  made  mighty 
by  the  arm  of  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  the  strong  holds  of  error 
and  infidelity,  a  considerable  number  of  unlettered  men,  taken  from 
ordinary  occupations,  and  with  no  pretensions  to  any  extraordinary 
human  qualifications,  with  such  iveapons  as  the  Holy  Spirilf  had  sup- 
plied, were  marching  through  the  kingdom,  attacking  the  citadel  of 
the  heart,  and  brin]^ing  thousands  into  a  happy  allegiance  to  fh«  Cap^ 
tain  of  their  salvation.  The  same  order  of  things  is  observable  ffom 
the  commencement  to  the  present  time.     It  has  pleased  God,  (ton! 
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time  to  time,  to  raise  up  men  in  different  parts  of  these  States,  mho 
were  endued  with  extraordinary  intellectual  powers,  and  those  powers 
disciplined  to  sound  argument  by  a  thorough  education.  In  these  men 
the  Church  has  found  able  defenders  of  her  doctrines  and  order ;  and, 
although  some  of  them  have  fallen  asleep,  they  still  speak,  while 
others,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  have  been  raised  up  in  their  stead. 
Thus  we  have  a  host  of  the  venerable  dead  united  with  a  succession 
of  living  witnesses,  and  all  set  for  the  defence  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

But  had  only  such  distinguished  instruments  been  employed  in 
preaching  the  gospel  on  this  continent  since  the  firs(  Wesleyan  mis- 
sionaries crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  commenced  their  labours  in  the 
colonies,  what,  in  all  human  probability,  would  have  been  tho  state  of 
ihe  Church  in  these  lands  at  the  present  day  ? 

How  many  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  have  been  converted  to 
God^by  the  instrumentality  of  the  preaching  of  men  who  have  never 
explored  the  regions  of  science  and  literature,  and  who,  having*"  fought 
their  way  through,**  are  now  resting  in  Abraham's  bosom?  And  what 
living  multitudes  bear  witness  to  the  efficiency  of  the  same  means,  by 
the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  in  turning  them  from  darkness  to 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God !  Indeed,  if  we  carefully 
examine  the  history  of  the  Church  from  the  days  of  the  Apostles  to 
the  present  time,  at  what  period  of  her  progress  shall  we  find  her 
amply  supplied  with  ministers  combining  in  themselves  a  profound 
knowledge  of  science  and  literature,  and  genuine  piety,  and  giving 
^  proof,,  by  the  sanctity  of  their  lives  and  the  fruits  of  their  labours,  thai 
,  they  were  truly  called  of  God  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  ?      » 

The  probability  is,  that  one  chief  cause  of  the  great  deficiency  of 
evangelical  ministers  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  is  the  neglect  of  that 
■olemn  command,  '*  Pray  ye  the  Lord  of  the  harvest  that  he  wouhi 
send  forth  more  labourers." 

Our  venerable  Wesley  was  fully  convinced  that  the  supreme  au- 
thority to  constitute  and  perpetuate  the  gospel  ministry  belonged  only 
to  the  Author  of  salvation ;  and  that  those  who  gave  the  Scriptural 
evidence  of  being  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to  take  upon  them  the 
work  of  the  ministry,  were  not  to  be  rejected  on  account  of  a  supposed 
deficiewsy  in  human  acquirements. 

This  truly  evangelical  sentiment,  so  strikingly  illustrated  in  the  his* 
tory  of  the  last  century,  should  deeply  impress  ns  on  the  present  ocea- 
sion  ;  and  we  should  continue  to  adhere  to  it,  as  one  of  the  first  prin- 
ciples in  that  system  which  is  destined  to  evangelize  the  world.  Our 
blessed  Redeemer,  after  he  had  settled  the  constitution  of  bis  kingdom 
among  men, — after  he  had  accomplished  the  work  of  bupuln  redemp* 
tion,--Wter  he  had  risen  from  the  dead  in  confirmation  of  his  divine 
Qommission  and  authority,  and  in  his  last  interview  with  his  disci- 
ples juat  before  his  ascension  into  heaven,— *«aid, "  All  power  is  givea 
unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth ;  go  ye  therefors  and  teach  all  nationiB.'* 
All  the  attending  circumstances  conspire  to  render  this  one  of  the 
most  solemn  and  important  declarations  ever  made  to  the  world.  It 
asserts  the  exclusive  authority  of  Jesus  Christ  to  select,  and  commis^ 
sion,  and  send  forth  the  ministers  of  his  gospel ;  an  authority  which. 
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by  right  of  office  and  govennn^nt,  be  carried  with  him  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  Father,  to  be  poaaessed  and  exerciged  till  the  final  iseu^ 
of  his  mediatorial  kingdom.  In  strict  conform!^  with  this  declaratioa 
of  their  diviner  Master,  the  apostolic  college  claimed  no  right  to  con- 
stitute ministers  in  auccession ;  but  sought,  with  earnest  prayer  and 
diligent  examination  of  spiritual  gifts,  connected  with  holiness  of  life 
end  usefulness  in  labour,  whom  God  had  called  to  this  sacred  emplo3r- 
ment ;  and  in  this  is  involved,  as  we  believe,  the  true  doctrine  of 
apostolic  succession. 

Keeping  steadily  in  nevi  this  fundamental  pHrinciple  in  the  coostitu* 
lion  and  perpetuity  of  the  Christian  ministry,  and,  in  connection  with 
i||^  the  unity  of  the  Church  of  Christ,  we,  as  your  General  dnperintend- 
ents,  have  thought  it  proper  to  Invite  your  deliberate  atlentioil  to  seve- 
lal  subjects  which,  in  our  opinion,  have  a  special  claim  to  your  con- 
sideration ;  earnestly  praying  that  all  things  may  be  done,  whether  in 
word  or  deed,  as  in  the  immediate  presence  of  God,  and  with  an  eye 
single  to  ^s  glory. 

To  preserve  and  strengthen  the  unity  and  peace  of  that  great  asd 
increasing  body  of  Christians  and  Christian  ministers  which  you  re- 
present in  this  General  Conference,  and  to  devise  and  adopt  measures 
^or  the  more  extensive  and  efficient  promotion  of  the  work  of  God  in 
these  lands,  and  in  foreign  countries,  are  the  primary  and  very  im- 
portant objects  of  the  institution  of  this  body.  And  in  these  objects 
your  counsel,  your  acts,  and  your  prayers,  should  concentrate.  The 
connection  of  Wesleyan  Methodists  in  all  parts  of  the  world  should 
remain  one  united  household,  keeping  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
bonds  of  peace.  One  in  doctrine,  and  in  all  the  essential  points  of 
discipline,  they  should  remain  undivided  in  affection ;  and  no  mindr 
considerations,  growing  out  of  difference  of  conntry,  civil  government^ 
or  other  circumstances,  should  ever  separate  us  or  interrupt  our  Chris- 
tian fellowship.  Labourers  together  with  our  brethren  in  Europe,  and 
in  the  provinces,  in  the  same  vineyard  of  our  common  LfOrd,  we  should 
avail  ourselves  of  every  favourable  opportunity,  and  especially  of  the, 
occasion  of  the  meeting  of  this  body,  to  convey  to  them  our  Christian 
salutations,  and  the  expressions  of  our  undiminished  affection  and 
eateem. 

Although  it  may  be  safely  admitted  that  every  system,  except  that 
which  has  a  just  claim  |o  inspiration,  is  capable  of  improvement,  it  is 
a  wise  and  prudent  maxim,  as  well  in  ecclesiastical  as  in  civil  juris- 
prudence, that  principles  and  measures,  which  have  been  long  esta- 
blished and  generally  successful  in  their  operations,  should  be  changed 
or  modified  with  the  utmost  cailtion.  The  history  6f  cbnmunities 
sufficiently  proves  that  innovations  u{k>n  such  a  settled  order  of  things 
are  very  liable  to  result  in  consequences  unfavourable  to  the  peace 
and  well-being  of  society.  This  being  the  case,  no  ordinary  conside- 
rations should  induce  us  to  "  remove  the  ancient  landmarks  which  our 
fathers  have  set  up.?  ^    , 

In  a  body  so  numerous  as  the  Methodist  connection,  embracing 
twenty-eight  Annual  Conferences,  extended  over  these  United  States 
and  Territories,  and  connected  with  diffdrent  civil  and  domestic,  instttu-' 
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tiouB,  it  is  hardly  expected  that  all  should  see  '*  eye  to  eye"  relatire 
to  the  meaning  and  administration  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  ot 
<he  fitness  and  expediency  of  measures  which  may  be.  adopted  in 
conformity  to  such  a  state  of  things. 

^  It  has  been  the  constant  aim  and  united  endeavour  of  your  General 
Si^erintendents  to  presenre  uniformity  and  harmony  in  these  respects  ; 
and,  as  far  as  practicable^,  prevent  conflicting  action  in  all  the  official 
bodies,  in  the  Church.  But  although  we  record,  with  unfeigned  grati- 
tude to  the  God  of  all  grace  and  consolation,  the  general  peace,  and 
harmony,  «id  prosperity  of  the  body  since  your  last  session,  it  be- 
comes Our  {lainful  duty  to  lay  before  you  some  exceptions  to  this  happy 
and  prospetous  condition. 

At  the  ls8i  session  of  the  General  Conference  the  subject  of  slavery 
and  its  abolition  was  extensively  discussed,  and  vigorous  exertions 
made  to  effect  new  legislation  upon  it.  But  after  a  careful  examina- 
lipn  of  the  whole  ground,  aided  hy  the  light  of  past  experience,  it  was  the 
solemn  eofwictionaf  the  Conference  thtft  the  interests  of  religion  would 
not  be  advanced  by  any  additional  enactments  in  regard  to  it. 

In  your  Pastoral  Address  to  the  ministers  and  people  at  your  last 
/  session,  with  great  unanimity,  and,  as  we  believe,  in  the  true  spirit  of 
/  the  ministers  of  the  peaceful  gospel  of  Christ,  you  solemnly  advise^ 
/  the  whole  body  to  abstain  from  all  abolition  movements,  and  from 
f  agitating  the  exciting  subject  in  the  Church.  This  advice  was  in 
perfect  agreement  with  the  individual  as  well  as  associated  views  of 
i  your  Superintendents.  But^  had  we  differed  from  you  in  opinion,  in 
eonaideratipn  of  the  age,  wisdom,  experience,  and  official  authority  of  , 
the  General  Conference,  we  should  have  felt  ourselves  under  a  solemn 
obligation  to  be  governed  by  your  counsel.  We  have  endeavoured^ 
both  in  our  official  administration,  and  in  our  private  intercourse  widl 
the  preachers  and  members,  to  inculcate  the  sound  policy  and  Chris- 
tian spirit  of  your  Pastoral  Address.  And  it  affords  us  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  assure  you,  that  our  efforts  in  this  respect  have  been  very 
generally  approved,  and  your  advice  cordially  received  and  practically 
observed  in  a  very  large  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  as  will 
more  fully  appear  to  you  on  the  careful  examination  ofthe  journals  of 
those  bodies  for  the  last  four  years.  But  we  regret  that  we  are  com- 
piled to  «ay,  that  in  some  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  Conferences,  in 
"^  contravention  of  your  Christian  and  pastoral  counsel,  and  of  your  best 
effoirts  to  carry  it  into  effect,  the  subject  has  been  agitated  in  such 
forms,  and  in  such  a  spirit,  as  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  Church^ 
This  unhappy  agitation  has  not  been  confined  to  the  Annual  Confer-* 
•noes,  but  has  been  introduced  into  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  mader^ 
the  absorbing  business  of  self-created  bodies  in  the  bOlsom  of  our  be- 
loved Zion.  The  professed  object  of  all  these  operations  ,is  to  free 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  the  '*  great  moral  evil  of  slavery ,'' 
and  tp  secure  to  the  enslaved  the  rights  and  privileges  of  free  citizens 
of  these  United  States.  How  far  the  .measures  adopted,  and  the  man- 
ner of  applying  those  measures,  are  calculated  to  accomplish  such  an 
issue,  eyen  if  it  could  be  effected  by  any  action  of  ecclesiastical 
bodiea|.y«ttr  united  wisdom  will  enable  you  to  judge. 
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We  cannot,  lio wearer,  but  regard  it  as  of  imhappy^  tendency^  thut 
,«Uher  individual  members,  or  official  bodies  in  the  Church j  should 
employ  terms,  and  pass  re  solutions  of  censure  and  condemnation  on 
their  brethren,  and  on  public  officers  and  official  bodies,  over  wliose 
actions  thev  have  no  I  e  gilt  mate  jurisdiction.  It  requires  no  very  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  human  nature  to  be  convinced  that  if  we  would 
convert  our  fellow-meu  from  tii#  error  of  their  ways,  we  must  address 
them,  not  in  terms  of  crimination  and  reproach^  but  in  the  milder  lan- 
guage of  respect,  persuasion,  and  kindness.  . 

It  ia  justly  due  to  a  number  of  the  Annual  Conferences  in  which  n  ' 
majority,  or  a  very  respectable  minority,  of  the  members  are  profess- 
edly abolitionists,  to  say  that  they  occupy  a  very  different  ground,  and 
pursue  a  very  different  course  from  those  of  their  brethren  who  have 
adopted  ultra  principles  and  measures  in  this  unfortunate,  and,  we 
think,  unprofitable  controversy.  (The  result  of  action  had  in  such 
Conferences  on  the  leaoiution  or  the  New-England  Conference,  re- 
commending a  very  important  change  in  onr  general  rule  on  slavery, 
is  satisfactory  proof  of  this  fact,  and  affords  us  strong  and  increasing 
confidence  that  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church  are  not  to  be  mate* 
lially  affected  by  this  exciting  subject.  Many  of  the  preachers  who 
were  favourably  disposed  to  the  cause  of  abolition^  when  they  saw  the 
extent  lo  which  it  was  designed  to  carry  these  measures,  and  the  in^ 
ev  it  able  consequences  of  their  prosecution,  came  to  a  pause,  reflected, 
and  decliued  their  co-operation.  They  clearly  perceived  that  the  suc- 
cess of  the  measures  would  result  in  the  division  of  the  Church  ;  and 
for  such  an  event  they  were  not  prepared.  They  have  no  dtsfposilion 
to  criminate  their  brethren  in  the  South,  who  are  unavoidably  con- 
nected with  ibe  institution  of  slavery,  or  to  separate  from  them  on  that 
account.  It  is  beUeved  that  men  of  ardent  temperament,  whose  zeal 
may  have  been  somewhai  in  advance  of  their  knowledge  and  discre- 
tion, have  made  such  advances  in  the  abolition  enterprise  as  to  pro- 
duce a  reaction.  A  few  preachers  and  members,  disappointed  in  their 
expectations,  and  despairing  of  the  success  of  their  cause  in  the  Me- 
thodist Church,  have  withdrawn  from  our  fellowship,  and  connected 
themselves  wLth  associations  more  congenial  with  their  views  and 
feelings ;  and  others,  in  similar  circumstances,  may  probably  follow 
their  example.  But  we  rejoice  in  believing  thai  these  secessions  will 
be  very  limited,  and  that  the  great  body  of  Methodists  in  these  States 
will  continue,  as  they  have  been,  one  and  inseparable.  The  uni- 
formity and  stability  of  our  course  should  be  such  as  to  let  alt  candid 
and  thinking  men  see^  that  the  causs  of  secessions  from  us  is  not  & 
change  of  our  doctrine  or  moral  discipline — no  imposition  of  new 
terms  of  communion — no  viol  a  lion  of  covenant  engagements  on  the 
part  of  the  Church.  It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  particular  notice j  th&t 
those  who  have  departed  from  us  do  uot  pretend  that  any  material 
change  in  our  system,  with  respect  either  to  doctrine,  discipline, 
or  government,  has  taken  place  since  ihey  voluntarily  united  them- 
selves with  us.  And  it  is  ardently  to  be  desired  that  no  such  innova- 
tion may  be  eHected,  as  to  furnish  any  just  ground  for  such  a  pretoD- 
fcion.  .  .  .      ■  ^ 
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The  experience  of  more  than  half  a  cenHuy,  swce  the  orgsoiza- 
tion  of  our  ecclesiastical  body,  will  afford  os  many  impoitant  lights 
^nd  landmaiiu,  pointing  out  what  is  the  safest  and  most  pmdent 
.policy  to  be  pursued  in  our  onward  course  as  regards  African  slavery 
in  these  States;  and  especially  in  our  own  religious  community. 
This  Yecy  interesting  period  of  our  history  is  distinguished  %  several 
chao'acteristic  features  having  a  special  claim  to  our  consideration  ttt  the 
present  tim^,  particularly  in  view  of  the  unusual  excitement  which  now 
prevails  on  the  subject,  not  only  in  the  different  Christian  Churches, 
but  also  in  the  civil  body.  And,  first :  our  general  rule  on  slavery, 
.ivhiph  forms  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Church,  has  stood 
from  the  banning  unchanged,  as  testamentary  of  our  sentiments  on 
Ae  principle  of  slavery,  and  the  slave  trade.  And  in  this  we  differ  m 
41^  respect  from  the  sentiments  of  our  venerable  founder,  or  from  those 
of  the  wisest  and  mo^  distinguished  statesmen  and  civilians  of  our 
/awn  and  other  enlightened  and  Christian  countries.  Secondly:  in  all 
I  the  enactments  of  Sie  Church  relating  to  slavery,  a  due  and  respectful 
I  regard  has  been  had  to  the  laws  of  the  states,  never  requiring  eman- , 
cipation  ii)  contravention  of  the  civil  authority,  or  where  the  laws  of 
the  states  would  not  allow  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  his  freedom. 
Thirdly :  the  simply  holding  or  owning  slaves,  without  reffard  to  cir- 
cumstances, has  at  no  period  of  the  existence  of  the  Church  sub- 
jected the  master  to  excommunication.  Fourthly:  rules  have  been 
made  from  time  to  time,  regulating  the  sale,  and  purchase,  and  holding 
of  slaves,  with  reference  to  the  different  laws  of  the  states  where 
slavery  is  tolerated ;  which,  upon  the  experience  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties of  administering  them,  and  the  unhappy  consequences  both  to 
masters.and  servants,  have  been  as  often  changed  or  repealed.  These 
^portent  facts,  which  form  prominent  features  of  our  past  history  as 
a  Church,  may  very  properly  lead  us  to  inquire  for  that  course  of  ac- 
tion in  future,  whi<^  may  be  best  calculated  to  preserve  the  peace  and 
unity  of  the  whole  body,  promote  the  greatest  happiness  of  the  slave 
population,  and  advance  generally,  in  the  slaveholding  community  of 
our  country,  the  humane  and  hallowing  influence  of  our  holy  religion. 
We  cannot  withh(^d  from  you,  at  this  eventful  period,  the  solemn  con- 
viction o(  our  minds,  that  no  new  ecclesiastical  legislation  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  at  this  time,  will  have  a  tendency  to  accomplish  these 
most  desirable  objects.  And  we  are  fully  persuaded  that,  as  a  body  of 
Christian  ministers,  we  shall  accomplish  the  greatest  good  by  direct- 
ing our  individual  and  united  efforts,  in  the  spirit  of  the  first  teachers 
of  Christianity,  to  bring  both  master  and  servant  under  the  sanctifying 
influence  of  thie  principles  of  that  gospel  which  teaches  the  duties  of 
every  relation,  and  enforces  the  faithful  discharge  of  them  by  the 
strongest  conceivable  motives.  Do  we  aim  at  the  amelioration  of  the 
condition  of  the  slave  ?  How  can  we  so  effectually  accomplish  this, 
m  our  calling  as  ministers  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  as  by  employing 
j0iir  whole  influence  to  bring  both  him  and  his  master  to  a  saving 
knowledge  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  to  a  practical  observance  of  those 
relative  duties  so  clearly  prescribed  in  the  writings  of^  the  inspired 
Apostles  ?     Permit  us  to  add,  that,  although  we  enter  not  into  the 
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poUtioal  cojatentioiift  of  the  day^n^y^er  interfere  with  ctril  legislation, 
Bor  with  the  administration  of  the  lawe,  we  cannot  but  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  whaterer  affects  the  peace,  prosperity ^  ^^^  happineas  of 
our  beloved  country.  The  unipn  of  these  States,  ihe  perpetuity  of  the 
bonds  of  our  national  confederation,  the  reciprocal  confidence  of  the 
different  members  of  the  great  civil  comjpact, — in  a  word,  the  weli- 
hdng.  of  the  community  of  which  we  aror  members,  should  never  cease 
to  lay  near  oar  hearts,  and  for  which  we  jshould  oSei  up  our  siucere 
and  most  ardent  prayers  to  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  universe.  But 
can  we,  as  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  servants  of  a  Master  '*  whose 
kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,*'  promote  these  important  objects  in  any 
way  so  truly  and  permanently  as  by  pursuing  the  course  just  pointed 
out  ?  Can  we,  at  this  eventful  crisis,  render  v  better  service  to  our^ 
country,  than  by  laying  aside  all  interference  with  relations  authorized 
and  established  by  the  civil  laws,  and  applying  ourselves  wholly  and 
faithfully  to  what  specially  appertains  to  our  "  high  and  holy  calling ;" 
to  teach  and  enforce  ^e  moral  obligations  6i  the  gospel,  in  applicalion 
io  all  the  duties  growing  out  of  the  different  relations  in  society  ?  By 
a  diligent  devotion  to  this  evangelical  employment,  with  an  humble 
9fA  steadfast  reliance  upon  the  aid  of  divine  influence,  the  number  of 
"believing  masters"  and  servants  may  be  constantly  increased,  the 
Jundest  sentiments  and  affections  cultivated,  domestic  burdens  light- 
ened, mutual  confidence  cherished,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
society  be  promoted.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  past  history  affords 
us  any  correct  rules  of  judgment,  there  is  much>cause  to  fear  that  the 
influence  of  our  sacred  office,  if  employed  in  inter ferenee  with  the 
relation  itself,  and  consequently  with  the  civil  institutions  of  the  coun- 
try, will  rather  tend  to  prevent  than  to  accomplish  these  desirable 
ands.  • 

But  while  we  sincerely  and  most  affectionate ly,  ^d,  we  humbly 
trust,  in  the  spirit  of  the  gospel  of  Christ,  reconunend  to  you,  and  to 
all  the  ministers  and  members  you  represent  in  this  body,  to  pursue    ; 
such  s  course  in  regard  to  this  deeply-exciting  subject,  we  think  it    ! 
proper  to  invite  your  attention  in  particular  to  one  point,  intimately 
connected  with  it,  and,  as  we  conceive,  of  primary  importance.     It  is 
in  regard  to  the  true  impoit  and  amplication  of  tbe  general  rule  on 
slavery.     The  different  constructions  to  which  it  has  been  subjected, 
and  the  variety  of  opinions  entertained  upon  it,  together  with  the  con- 
dieting  acts  of  some  of  the  Annual  Conferences  of  the  North  and 
South,  seem  to  require  that  a  bod^  having  legitimate  jurisdiction,    ^ 
should  express  a  clear  and  definite  opinion,  as  a  uniform  guide  to  those   ' 
to  whom  the  administration  of  the  Discipline  is  committed. 

Another  subject  of  vital  importance,  as  we  apprehend,  to  the  unity  i 
ind  peace  of  the  Church,  and  not  unconnected  with  the  foregoing,  la 
the  constitutional  powers  of  the  General  Superintendents,  in  their 
relations  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  in  their  general  executive' 
lUlministration  of  the  government ;  and  the  rights  of  Annual  and  Quar-  . 
terly  Conferences^  in  their  official  capacities.  In  the  prosecution  of 
our  superintending  agency,  we  have  been  compelled  to  differ  in  opinioi^ 
bom  many  of  our  brethren  composing  these  official  bodies  \  and  thi« 
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difference  of  opinion,  connected  with  a  conviction  of  onr  high  respon- 
fsibility,  has,  in  a  few  cases,  resnlted  in  action,  which  has  been  jodg^, 
by  those  specnlly  concerned,  to  be  high-handed,  unconstitutional, 
t3rrannicai,  and  oppressive.  In  all  such  cases,  we  have  given  the 
most  unequivocal  assurances,  that  we  should,  with  unfeigned  satisflBic- 
tion,  and  the  kindest  feelings,  submit  the  whole  matter  in  controversy, 
with  all  our  official  acts  in  the  premises,  to  the  enlightened  delibera- 
tion and  final  judgment  of  this  constitutional  tribunal.  And  we  cannot 
but  indulge  ^e  hope  that  those  who  have  differed  from  us  will  cor- 
dialiy  abide  the  decision  of  such  a  judicatory,  shonld  it  not  accord 
with, their  views.  We  have  no  disposition  to  enter  into  an  extensive 
examination  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  which,  we  regret  to  say,  has 
been  a  matter  of  prolonged  discussion  in  self-created  conventions,  and 
in  some  of  the  religious  periodicals  of  the  day.  But  our  object  is  to 
lay  before  you  the  simple  points  involved,  and  leave  the  issue  to  be 
settled  as  your  united  wisdom  shall  determine,  requesting  liberty,  at 
proper  times,  if  occasion  should  require,  to  correct  erroneous  state- 
ments, and  remove  improper  impressions,  having-  reference  to  our 
course  of  action.  In  presenting  this  subject  to  your  consideration,  it 
is  due  to  a  very  large  majority  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  to 
the  members  composing  them,  individually,  to  say,  th&t  the  utmost 
harmony,  and  confidence,  and  affection  exists  between  them  and  the 
General  Superintendents.  Tho  geographical  bounds  of  the  contro- 
versy are  very  limited. 

The  whole  subject  may  be  presented  to  you  in  the  following  simple 
questions  : — When  any  business  comes  up  for  action  in  our  Annual  or 
Quarterly  Conferences,  involving  a  difficulty  on  a  question  of  larw,  so  as 
to  produce  the  inquiry,  What  is  the  law  in  the  case  ?  does  the  constitu- 

•  tional  power  to  decide  the  question  belqng  to  the  President,  or  the 
Conference  ?  ^ave  the  Annual  Conferences  a  constitutional  right  to 
do  any  other  business  than  what  is  specifically  prescribed,  or,  by  fair 
construction,  provided  for  in  the  form  of  Discipline  ?  Has  the  Presi- 
dent of  an  Annual  Conference,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  a  right  to  decline 
putting  a  motion  or  resolution  to  vote,  on  business  other  than  that  thus 
prescribed  or  provided  for  ?  These  questions  are  proposed  with  exclu* 
eive  referbnce  to  the  principle  of  constitutional  right.  The  principles 
of  courtesy  and  expediency  are  very  different  things. 

As  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  ascertain  the  views  of  those  who 

entertain  opinions  opposite  to  our  own  on  these  points,  they  may  be 

summed  up  as  follows : — They  maintain  that  all  questions  of  la*vr 

arising  out  of  the  business  of  our  Annual  or  Quarterly  Conferences  are 

.  to  be,  of  right;  settled  by  the  decision  of  those  bodies,  either  primarily 

•  by  resohition  or  finally  by  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Presi- 
dent: "that  it  is  the  prerogative  of  an  Annual  Conference  to  decide 
what  b«nines8  they  will  do,  and  when  they  will  do  it :"  that  they  have 
a  constitutional  right  "  to  discuss,  in  their  official  capacity,  all  moral 
subjects  :"  to  investigate  the  official  acts  of  other  Annual  Confer- 
ences, of  the  General  Conference,  and  of  the  General  Superintendents, 
•o  far  as  to  pass  resolutions  of  disapprobation  or  approval  on  those 
sets.     They  maintain  that  the  President  of  an  Annual  Conference  h 


AUfttss  ^  t\b  Bishops. 


139 


16  be  regarded  in  the  same  relation  to  the  Conferences  that  a  chairman 
or  speaker  sustains  to  a  civil  Legislative  Assembly :  that  it  is  his  duty 
to  preserve  order  in  the  Conference,  to  determine  questions  of  order 
subject  to  appeal,  and  put  to  vote  all  motions  and  Tesolutions,  when 
called  for,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  body  :  that  these  are  the  set^ 
tied  landmarks  of  his  official  prerogatives,  as  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence, beyond  which  he  has  no  right  to  go:  that  although  it  belongs 
to  his  office,  as  General  Superintendent,  to  appoint  the  time  for  holding 
the  several  Annual  Conferences,  he  has  no  discretionary  authority  to 
Bdjonm  them,  whatever  length  of  time  they  may  have  continued  their 
session,  or  whatever  business  they  may  think  proper  to  transact. 
;Prom  these  doctrines  we  haye  felt  it  our  solemn  duty  ta  dissent.  And 
we  will  not  withhold  from  you  our  deliberate  and  abiding  conviction^ 
that  should  they  be  sustained  by  the  Greneral  Coiiference,  the  uniform 
and  efficient  administration  of  the  government  would  be  rendered  itp- 
practioable* 

The  government  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  peculiarly 
cc^Btructed.  It  is  widely  different  from  our  civil  organization.  The 
General  Conference  is  the  only  legislative  body  recognized  in  our 
eoclesiastibarsystem,  and  from  it  originates  the  authority  of  the  entire 
executive  administration.  The  exclusive  power  to  create  Annual  Con- 
ferences, and  to  increase  or  diminish  their  number,  rests  ^ith  this 
body.  No  Annual  Conference  has  authority  or  right  to  make  any  rule 
of  discipline  for  the  Church,  either  within  its  own  boonds  or  else- 
where. No  one  has  the  power  to  elect  its  own  President,  except  in  a 
special  case,  pointed  out,  and  provided  for,  by  the  General  Conference. 
Whatever  may  be  the  number  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  they  are  all 
4>rganized  on  the  same  plan,  are  all  governed  by  the  same  lawa,  and 
all  have  identically  the  same  rights,  and  potoers,  and  privileges.  These « 
powers,  and  rights,  and  privileges  are  not  derived  from  themselves, 
but  from  the  body  which  originated  them.  And  the  Book  of  Discipline, 
containing  the  rules  of  the  General  Conference,  is  the  ohly  charter  of  • 
their ,  rights,  and  directory  of  their  duties,  as  official  bodies.  The 
General  Superintendents  are  elected  by  the  General  Conference,  and 
responsible  to  it  for  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office.  They 
are  constituted,  by  virtue  of  &eir  office.  Presidents  of  the  Annual 
Conferences,  with  authority  to  appoint  the  time  of  holding  them  ;  with 
a  prudential  provision  that  they  shall  allow  each  Conference  to  sit  at 
least  one  week,  that  the  important  business  prescribed  in  the  form  of 
•  Discipline  may  not  be  hurried  through  in  such  a  manner  as  to  affiect 
injuriously  the  interests  of  the  Church.  The  primary  objects  of  their 
official  department  in  the  Church  were,  as  we  believe,  to  preserve  in 
the  most  effectual  manner  an  itinerant  ministry :  to  maintain  a  unr* 
formity  in  the  administration  of  the  government  and  discipline  in  every 
department,  and  that  the  unity  of  the  whole  body  might  be  preserved. 
3cit  how,  we  would  ask,  can  these  important  ends  be  accomplished,  if 
each  Annual  Conference  possesses  the  rights  and  powers  set  forth  in 
the  foregoing  summary  t  Is  it  to  be  supposed,  that  twenty-eight  con^ 
Btitutional  judges  of  ecclesiastic|I  law,  and  these,  loo,  not  individuals 
of  age  and  expsrienoe,  who  hare  had  time  and  meanfr  to  thoroughly 
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investigate,  aad  analjrze,  and  collate,  the  aystem;  bat  oftoial  bodies, 
many  members  of  which  are  young  and  inexperienced,  and  without 
the  opportunity  or  necessary  helps  for  such  researches,  and  without 
consultation  with  each  other  on  the  points  to  be  decided,  will  settle 
4ifferent  questions  of  law  with  such  agreement  as  to  have  no  material 
conflict  between  their  legal  decisions  f  Is  it  not  greatly  to  be  feared, 
that  with  such  system  of  ecclesiastical  jurisprudence,  what  might  be 
law  in  Georgia  might  be  no  law  in  New-England  ?  That  what  might 
be  orthodoxy  in  one  Conference,  might  be  heresy  in  another  ?  Where, 
then,  would  be  the  identity  of  Uie  law,  the  uniformity  of  its  adminis^ 
tration,  or  the  unity  and  peace  of  the  Church  ? 

A  well-digested  system  of  collegiate  education,  under  the  direction 
and  control  of  the  General  Conference,  is,  in  our  opinion,  loudly  caUed 
for  by  the  present  state  of  the  Church,  and  by  our  widely-extended  and 
extending  influence,  as  a  religious  denomination.  Such  a  system  is 
of  such  vast  importance,  in  connection  with  the  general  principles  and 
designs  of  Methodism,  as  to  render  the  policy  of  submitting  its  direc- 
tion and  superintendency  to  sectiopal  control,  to  say  the  lea^t,  rkry 
doubtful.  For  many  years,  the  state  of  the  Church  was  such  in  these 
States  as  to  render  it  impracticable  to  accomplish  much  in  the  cause 
of  education,  any  further  than  as  we  were  associated  with  other  bodies, 
or  were  connected  with  the  institutions  of  the  country.  And  it  is  not 
to  be  denied,  that  there  existed  among  us,  to  a  considerable  extent, 
even  down  to  a  recent  date,  strong  opposition  to  commencing  this  im^ 
portant  eoterprise  among  ourselves.  JBut  during  the  last  twenty  years, 
the  spirit  of  inquiry  has  been  wakened  up,  and  a  very  general  interest 
excited  on  this  subject ;  and  the  energies  and  means  of  our  preachers 
.and  people  have  been  employed,  to  a  very  considerable  extmtt,  in  the 

4  promotion  of  such  a  worthy  and  noble  object.  What  appears  to  be 
especially  necessary  at  the  present  crisis,  is  a  well-organized  system 
which  shall  give  the  best  direction  to  those  energies  and  means.    It 

.  will  not  be  at  all  surprising  to  men  who  have  made  themselves  ac- 
quainted with  the  former  and  present  condition  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  relative  to  the  promotion  of  bterature,  that  there  should  be, 
at  the  present  time,  a  spirit  of  zeal  and  enterprise  in  operation,  which, 
if  not  guided  by  the  soundest  principles  of  wisdom  and  policy,  and 
concentrated  in  a  general  and  harmonious  s3rstem,  may  fail  to  accom- 
plish the  desirable  and  important  object,  and  ultimately  result  in  ii^n-  , 
nous  reaction.  This  can  hardly  fail  to  be  the  case^  if  colleges,  or 
other  high  institutions  of  learning,  which  must  depend  upon  other 
means  of  support  than  the  revenues  arising  from  tuition,  are  multiplied 
beyond  the  available  means  necessary  for  their  adequate  and  perma- 
nent endowment.  And  it  is  to.  be  feared  that,  in  this  respect,  we  are 
not  entirely  free  from  error  and  danger.  We  scarcely  need  to  say,  to 
;  this  enlightened  and  experienced  body  of  ministers,  many  of  whom 
are  familiar  with  the  polity  and  fiscal  concerns  of  literary  institutions^ 
that  such  of  them  as  we  have  just  named  cannot  be  considered  in  a 
safe  and  sound  condition  in  regard  to  their  efficiency  and  perpetuity, 
until,  they  realize  a  revenue  by  permanent  endowment  entirely  suffi- 
cient to  support  their  faculties,  leaving  the  fund  arising  from  toitioB  to 
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meet  eontitigent  expenses.  If  this  is  t  correct  role  of  calculation  in 
regard  to  the  safety  of  collegiate  institutions,  it  is  very  doubtful 
whetbet  any  of  our  colleges  or  universities  can  be  considered  perma- 
nently secure.  It  appears  to  us,  that  the  time  has  arrived  for  the  General 
Conference  to  take  this  subject  into  their  deliberate  consideration,  and 
mdopt  such  measures  as,  in  their  wisdom,  may  the  most  effectually 
secure  our  colleges,  already  in  operation,  from  liability  to  failure,  and 
guard  Against  the  erection  of  others  till  sufficient  available  means  are 
secured  to  place  them  on  a  firm  foundation.  The  circumstance  that 
there  are  members  of  the  faculties  or  boards  of  trustees  of  nearly,  if 
not  quite,  all  our  colleges,  present  as  representatives  in  this  body,  is, 
in  our  opinion,  peculiarly  favourable  to  such  a  design.  We  cannot  too 
deeply  impress  upon  your  minds  the  importance  of  preserving  in  our 
own  power  the  direction  and  control  of  the  system  of  collegiate  and 
theological  education  in  the  Church.  Perhaps  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity than  your  present  session  will  seldom,  if  ever,  occur,  for  devising 
and  adopting  a  judicious  and  uniform  course  of  literary  and  moral  dis- 
cipline in  all  the  colleeiate  institutions  under  our  superintendence. 
And  we  will  not  withhold  our  solemn  conviction,  that  any  course  of 
study  in  a  Methodist  college  or  university  would  be  essentially  defec- 
tive if  it  did  not  embrace  the  Bible — the  most  ancient,  the  most 
learned,  and  the  most  important  book  in  the  world.  As  a  Christian 
community,  all  our  institutions  of  learning  should  be  sanctoaries  of 
theological  science.  Do  we  send  our  sons  to  explore  the  regions  of 
science  and  literature,  merely,  as  did  idolatrous  Greece  and  Rome,  to 

Srepare  them  for  the  senate,  the  forum^  or  field?  Do  we  iiot  rather 
esire  that  they  may  be  qualified,  by  mental  and  moral  improvement^ 
to  difiuse,  in  every  circle  of  society  m  which  they  may  ipove,  the  in- 
fluence of  the  enlight^ninff,  peaceful,  and  benevolent  principles  of  our 
holy  religion  ?  Do  we  intend  them  for  professional  life  ?  In  what 
profession  can  they  be  employed  in  a  Christian  country  in  which  the 
Bible  is  not  a  most  important  text-book?  Are  not  the  civil  govern- 
ments of  Christendom  based  upon  it  ?  Is  it  not  the  fountain  of  law^ ' 
and  the  charter  of  rights?  When  do  you  see  the  statesman,  the 
iudge,  or  the  advocate,  more  clear,  convincing,  authoritative  or  sub- 
lime, than  when  he  appeals  to  its  doctrines!  morals,  or  sanctions  ?  Do 
we  desire  our  sons  to  practise  the  healing  art  ?  Would  we  send  them 
forth  to  mingle  in  scenes  of  wretchedness  and  suffering  without  the 
knowledge  of  those  divine  truths  taught  by  Him  who  went  about  doing 
good,  and  healing  all  manner  of  diseases  ?  In  a  word,  we  cannot  but 
believe  that  the  doctrines,  history,  evidences,  and  morals  of  revelation, 
should  be  regarded  as  forming  one  of  the  most  important  departments 
in  our  system  of  collegiate  education.  We  are  aware  that  such  a  fea7 
ture  in  ihe  course  of  study  in  our  colleges  would  subject  them  to  the 
too  common  objection  of  being  theological  seminaries.  This  objection 
woifld  certainly  come  with  more  grace  from  the  lips  of  infidels,  than 
from  the  tongues  or  pens  of  professed  believers  in  tne  divine  authenti- 
city of  the  Christian  revelation.  While,  in  our  opinion,  the  science  of 
the  ward  of  God  should  be  a  paramount  branch  of  instruction  in  out 
literary  institutions,  we  desire  not  to  be  understood  as  recommending 
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the  Establishment  of  ''theological  seminsries,"  m.th^  coiniQOR  accepfr^. 
ation  of  the  term :  that  is,  for  the  special  purpose  of  educating  men 
for  the  work  of  the  gospel  ministry.  We  feel,  with  many  enlightened 
Christians  and  able  ministers,  both  in  our  own  and  other  religious  de- 
nominations, the  importance  of  aa  able  and  efficient  nunistry.  Not 
are  we  unapprized  of  the  great  advantages  of  a  thorough  education  to 
those  whose  business  it  is  to  preach  "  Christ  and  him  crucifi.ed."  But 
we  are  free  to  acknowledge,  that  the  policy  of  establishing  schools  of 
divinity,  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  preparing,  young  men  for  the 
sacred  office,  as  for  a  profession,  is4  in  our  opinion,  to  say  the  least, 
of  doubtful  authority  and  expedience.  The  history  of  suqh  institutions, 
from  their  earliest  establishment^  admonishes  jus,  that  the  speculators 
of  human  science  have  bi^t  too  frequently  obscured  and  adulterated 
the  doctrines  of  the  revelation  of  God  ;  and  that,  in  many  cases,  where 
they  have  been  commenced  on  evangelical  ground,  in  their  onward 
course  they  have  wandered  into  the  wilderness  of  metaphysical  dis- 
quisitions, or  beep  lost  in  the  still  darker  regions  of ''rational  Chris- 
tianity.'* When  the  history,  doctrines,  evidences,  and  duties  of  the 
revelation  of  God  shall  form  a  distinct  and  primary  department  of 
study  in  our  institutions  of  learning,  our  children  be  dedicated  to  God 
and  trained  up  in  his  knowledge  and  fear,  and  the  whole  Church 
united  in  devout  and  fervent  prayer  that  God  would  raise  up,  and  send 
forth  into  his  vineyard,  men  of  his  own  selection,  and  Scriptural  proofs 
required  of  those  who  profess  to  be  called  to  ^preach  the  gospel,  it  is 
believed  that  human  agency  will  have  reached  its  legitimate  bounds 
in  the  premises ;  and  that  this  great  concern  will  be  perfectly  secure 
with  tbe  Supreme  Head  of  the  Churcb,  to  whom  alone  belongs  th^ 
authority  to  perpetuate  the  ministry  of  his  gospel  to  the  end  of  the 
world.  But  should  this  body  differ  from  us  with  regard  l6  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  institutions  for  theological  education,  separate 
from  our  literary  establishments,  and  for  the  exclusive  purpose  of  pre- 
paring the  students  for  the  work  of  the  ministry,  we  cannot  too  strongly 
•recommend  to  you  the  propriety  and  importance  of  having  the  whole 
subject  under  the  direction  and  contr^of  the  General  Conference. 
We  are  well  persuaded  that  your  wisdom  and  experience  will  lead 
you  to  apprehend  the  great  impropriety  of  sectional  institutions  in  the 
Church  for  such  a  purpose.  To  intrust  a  matter  of  such  vast  moment 
to  a  self-organized  association,  or  to  an  Annual  Conference,  or  con- 
nection of  Annual  Conferences,  we  apprehend  would  be  a  precedent  of 
dangerous  tendency,  which  might  ultimately  affect  the  Church  in  mat- 
ters of  vital  importance. 

A  regular  and  uniform  course  of  study  for  the  under  graduates  in  the 
ministry  has,  in  our  judgment,  a  special  claim  to  your  attention  at 
your  present  session.  At  a  former  session  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
General  Superintendents  to  point  out  a  course  of  study  for  the  candi- 
dates, preparatory  to  their  admission  into  full  connection,  with  discre- 
tionary privilege  of  appointing  a  committee  for  that  purpose.  By  this 
rule,  no  provision  is  made  for  a  course  of  study  for  preachers'  for  the 
two  years  previous  to  their  induction  to  the  office  of  Elders.  This 
has  been  thought  to  be  a  defect  in  the  system,  and,  at  the  request  of 
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many  of  tlie  Ahnual  Coilfer^iDeeB,  mq  aMiyisory  coiinc  hka  been  pre- 
pured,  embracing  these  two  years.  The  result,  a»  fkr  as  we  have 
koowledge,  has  been  very  advantagreous  in  the  improrement  of  the 
ministry.  And  we  recommend  to  ^e' General  Conference  to  extend 
the  course  so  as  to  embrace  the  whole  period  from  the  time  of  admis- 
sion on  trial  until  the  full  powers  of  the  ministry  are  conferred.  The 
situation  of  the  Superintendents  is  such,  in  visiting  all  parts  of  the 
work,  extending  over  all  the'  states  and  territories,  a^  to  render  it 
extremely  difficult,  and  for  the  most  part  impracticable,  without  great 
labour  and  expense,  to  meet  for  consultation  with  each  other  on  this, 
or  any  other,  important  interest  of  the  Church ;  and  their  duties  are  so 
▼arious  and  weighty  as  to  incline  them  to  the  opinion  that  the  great 
object  contemplated  in  this  provision  would  be  better  accomplished  by 
a  uniform  course  of  study  prepared  by  this  body,  and  published  in  our 
form  of  Discipline.  The  local  ministry  is  to  be  regarded  as  forming 
an  important  department  in  our  system.  ,  They  are  truly  helpers  in  the 
work  of  the  Lord.  As  such  we  should  always  esteem  them.  And 
nothing  should  be  neglected  which  has  a  tendency  to  preserve  and 
strengthen  the  bonds  of  affection  and  confidence  between  them  and 
the  itiqierant  connection.  Muny  of  this  useful  class  of  ministers  have 
deeply  felt  the  necessity  of  a  regular  system  of  study,  adapted,  as  far 
afr  practicable,  to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  local  preachers, 
embracing  studies  preparatory  to  their  receiving  license,  and  extending 
to  the  time  of  their  graduating  to  the  office  of  Elders.  Many  and 
great  advantages  might  doubtless  be  derived  from  such  a  course,  judi- 
ciously formed  in  adaptation  to  the  circumstances  of  our  local  brethren, 
lirhose  time  must  necessarily  be  employed,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent; 
in  secular  avocations.  We  recommend  the  subject  to  your  deliberate 
consideration.    ' 

We  invite  your  particular  attenticm  to  a  review  of  the  process  pre* 
nciibed  in  the  Discipline  in-  the  provision  for  locating  a  preacher  with- 
eUt  his  consent.  The  course  directed  in  case  t>f  the  trial  of  It 
superannuated  preacher,  residing  without  the  bounds  of  ^e  Annual 
Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member,  is  found  to  be  attended  with 
great  inconvenience,  and  is  liable  to  result  in  injustice  to  the  accused, 
or  injury  to  the  Church.  A  considerable  number  of 'fivperannuated 
preachers  (and  the  number  is  constantly  increasing)  have  their  resi- 
dence many  huudlred  miles  from  the  bounds  of  the  Conferences  where  ' 
Aiey  hold  their  membership.  The  consequence  is,  that  it  repeatedly 
tecurs,  that  the  communications  which  the  Discipline  requires  them  to 
make  to  their  own  Conference  fail  to  be  received ;  in  which  cases  the 
passage  of  their  characters  may  be  involved,  «nd  they  are  liable  to  b« 
deprived  of  their  regular  allowance,  even  when  they  sustain  the  fairest 
reputation,  and  when  they  are  in  real  need  of  the  amount  to  which  they 
have  a  lawful  claim.  But  these  points  are  far  from  being  the  most 
Important,  though  they  are  certainly  entitled  to  consideration.  The 
subject  embraces  deeper  interests,  botb  to  the  individuals  and  to  the 
Church.  In  case  of  the  trial  of  a  superannuated  preacher,  within  the 
bennds  of  a  Conference  remote  from  his  own,  as  provided  for  in  the 
Discipline,  there  are  several  difficulties  which  experiment  can  hardly 
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fail  to  make  obviow.  It »  prorided  tbatthe  Pfeaidiiijgr  Elder,  in  whoov 
district  the  accused  may  reside,  shall  bring  him  totnal,  and  in  case  of 
suspension,  shali'forwaxd  to  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  the  ac-i 
cused  is  a  memb^  exact  minutes  of  the  charges,  testimony,  and  deci- 
sion of  the  committee  in  the  case,  and  on  the  testimony  thus  famished, 
the  Conference  must  decide.  The  great  difficulty  of  deciding  import^ 
ant  cases  equitably,  firom  minutes  of  testimony  "thus  taken,  is  well 
known.  This  difficulty  is  increased  in  proportion  to  the  complexity  of 
the  case,  and  the  conflicting  character  of  the  testimony.  Add  to  this 
that  it  will  rardiy  be  practicable  in  such  cases  itxt  the  accuser  and  thfl 
accused  to  be  brought  face  to  face,  or  for  either  to  be  present  to  plead 
in  the  premises.  Distance  of  place,  length  of  time  required,  and  the 
labour  and  expense  iuToived,  would,  in  most  cases,  form  an  insurmoom* 
able  obstacle  to  the  parties  being  beard  before  the  tribunal  where 
judgment  must  finally  be  giren.  And,  further,  in  cases  of  this  kind  it 
must  frequently  happen  that  the  testiinony  will  be  voluminous,  and  the 
difficulty  and  expense  of  its  transmission  very  considerable.  And 
finally,  documents  forwarded  a  great  distance  are  very  liable  to  fail  of 
leaching  their  place  of  destination,  in  which  case  the  administration 
of  justice  might  be  delayed,  if  not  finally  defeated,  and  the  Churoh 
suffer  reproach.  Besides,  the  present  provision  in  our  Discipline  is, 
in  our  (pinion,  too  liable  to  abuse.  Should  any  one  of  Uie  Annual  Co»» 
ferences  think  it  proper  to  enter  upon  any  fkvourite  enterprise,  for  the 
success  of  which  they  might  conceive  it  necessaiy  to  have  agents 
operating  without  their  own  boonds,  it  woidd  be  no  difficult  matter  to 
plaee  such  brethren  as  would  very  well  serve  their  case  in  a  superaa* 
nuaied  relation.  And  if  the  object  to  be  accompKsfaed  was  of  m^ 
i^intensty  the  liability  of  their  agents  to  trial  and  auqwnsion  hy  a 
committee  would  hardly  form  an  obstacle,  especially  as  the  final  deei>* 
aion  of  tho  case  would  be  in  their  own  power.  In  view  of  all  the 
difficulties  to  which  the  present  provision  is  liablot  we  are  inclined  to 
the  opinion  that  a  difierent  course  might  be  devised,  by  which  the  ends 
of  justice  might  be  obtained  more  readily,  and  with  greater  certainly, 
and  in  peffect  accordance  with  our  S3rstem  of  government.  As  the 
trial  and  expulsion  of  a  preacher  are  not  to  be  regarded  aimpiy  as  a  pro* 
eeas  afiecting  only  his  relation  to  the  Conference  where  he  belongs, 
but  are  to  all  intents  and  purposes  an  expubion  from  the  itinerant  con^ 
neecion,  awl  from  the  Church ;  and  as  the  sane  rules  fdr  the  trial  of • 
preaefaen  must  govern  the  action  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  and 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  are  secure  to  all  by  the  constitution  and 
Discipline  of  the  Church,  we  are  not  apprized  of  any  valid  objeetioa 
ta  the  trial  of  trav^ing  preachers  by  the  Annual  Conferences,  in  which 
they  may  reside  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence  of  the  offence  of  which 
they  are  aecnsed.  Indeed,  it  would  seem  that  the  principle  of  oomti- 
tutionality  in  such  a  course  is  Atlly  recognised  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence in  the  present  provision ;  for  if  a  Presiding  Elder  may  have 
jorisdiclion  over  a  suplBrannuated  preacher,  residing  within  his  district, 
and  ODt  of  the  bounds  of  his  own  Conference,  so  as  to  suspend  him 
Iran  M  official  acts  and  privileges,  which  is  the  utmost  extent  of  his 
authmty  in  regard  to  the  preachers  stationed  in  his  district ;  it  w^l  be 
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d^cult,  it  is  presumed,  to  raise  valid  constitutional  objections  to  tlie 
jurisdiction  of  an  Annual  Conference  to  prosecute  such  cases  to  a  final 
bsUei  And  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  these  two  great  advantages 
would  be  secured  by  suc^  a  process — it  would  secure  a  more  ready 
and  easy  access  to  testimony,  especially  such  as  might  be  presumptive 
and  circumstantial,  on  which,  it  is  well  known,  the  final  issue  may 
materially  depend,  and  afford  the  accuser  and  accused  the  oppor- 
tunity  of  appearing  face  to  face,  to  plead  their  own  cause.  And  we 
respectfully  suggest  whether  a  provision  ia  some  respects  similar 
might  not  be  made  for  the  trial  of  local  preachers  in  the  circuits  where 
they  are  charged  with  committing  offences.  With  these  views  we 
fiubmit  the  subject  to  your  consideration.  Since  the  General  Confev* 
ence  provided  for  the  appointment  of  preachers  to  the  charge  of  semi- 
naries of  learning,  many  institutions  for  the  education  of  youth  of  both 
sexes  have  sprung  up,  preferring  their  claims  to  such  appointments. 
Most  of  these  schools. have  been  originated  by  individuals,  or  associa- 
tions of  individuals,  having  no  other  connectioB  with  an  Annual  Con«> 
ference  than  such  as  consists  in  the  courtesy  of  patronage,  connected 
with  the  annual  visits  of  a  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tending their  examinations,  and  reporting  the  results.  In  discharging 
the  important  and  responsible  duties  of  their  office,  your  Superintends 
ents  have  not  been  so  happy  as  to  avoid  difficulty  frcfm  this  depart- 
ment ;  and  in  some  cases,  Uieir  convictions  of  the  limits  of  their  author- 
ity, in  connection  with  their  judgment  of  expediency,  have  compelled 
them,  though  with  the  most  friendly,  reciprocal  feelings,  to  differ  fron^ 
the  views,  and  decline  to  meet  the  expressed  wishes  of  Annual  Con- 
ferences. And  it  is  with  the  most  sincere  satisfaction  that  they  refer 
their  opinions  and  acts  to  this  body,  that  if  in  error,  as  they  a^e  cer- 
tainly liable  to  be,  tbey  may  be  corrected,  and  the  whole  body  har- 
monized on  all  material  points.  There  are  two  distinct  cases  in  which 
the  Superintendents  are  authorized  to  appoint  preachers  to  institutions 
of  learning.  The  one  respects  such  institutions  as  are  or  may  be^ 
under  our  superintendence,  and  the  other,  such  ^  are  not.  Out  of 
these  cases  several  important  questions  have  originated,  which  have 
been  the  ground  of  the  difference  of  opinion  of  which  we  have  just 
spoken.  These  questions  may  be  stated  as  follows: — 1st.  What  is 
necessary  to  constitute  a  seminary  of  learning  so  far  under  our  superin^ 
tendence  sa  to  bring  it  fairly  within  the  nfle  of  the  General  Conferei\ce 
authorizing  the  appointment  of  a  preacher  to  it  ?  2d.  What  classes  of 
literary  institutions  was  it  the  intention  of  the  GeneriU  Conference 
to  embrace  in  this  provision  ?  3d.  In  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  preachers  to  '' seminaries  of  learning"  not  under  our  superintendr 
ence,  was  it  the  intention  of  the  General  Conference  to  include  all 
ctasses  of  literary  institutions,  if  the  appointment  was  requested  byai^ 
Annual  Conference,  or  to  limit  the  appointment  to  seminaries  of  ooUe* 
giate  literature  ?  4th.  Is  an  appointment  under  this  provision  dbcre- 
tionary.  with  the  Superintendent,  or  does  the  request  of  an  Annual 
Conference  create  an  obligation  as  a  matter  of  duty,  as  in  the  case  of 
aj^intments  in  the  districts  and  circuits?  There  are  principles  and 
interests^  in  our  opinion,  involved  in  these  questions,  which  have  a 
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special  claim  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  this  body.  From  thtf 
numerous  applications  which  are  made  for  the  appointment  of  preachers, 
to  be  school  teachers,  and  agents  Tor  various*  institutions,  it  is  to  ba 
feared  that  unless  the  subject  be  clearly  defined,  and  casefuUy  guarded 
by  suitable  limitations  and  restrictions,  our  grand  itinerant  system  may 
be^impaired  by  a  virtual  location  of  many  valuable  ministers,  and  the 
Church  suffer  in  spiritual  interests,  from  the  loss  of  useful  labours. 
There  are  at  this  time  about  seventy  of  the  effective  travelling 
preachers  employed  as  presidents,  professors,  principals,  and  teachers 
in  literary  institutions,  and  as  agents  devoted  to  their  interests.  These, 
ministers  are  selected  from  the  several  Annual  Conferences  with  refer* 
eoce  to  their  qualifications  for  the  duties  of  their  station.  They  are 
men  of  talent,  science,  and  learning,  and  many  of  them  ministers  of 
age  and  experience.  And  the  calls  for  silch  appointments  are  con- 
stantly multiplying  on  Our  hands.  While  we  readily  and  thankfully 
acknowledge  the  usefulness  of  brethren  employed  in  this  important 
department  of  our  great  work,  we  must  be  permitted  to  doubt  whether 
the  cause  of  God  might  not  be  more  effectually  and  extensively  pro- 
nK>ted,  if,  to  say  the  least,  a  very  large  proportion  of  these  able  min- 
isters of  Christ  were  exclusively  devoted  to  the  work  of  the  gospel 
ministry.  And  we  respectfully  suggest  the  inquiry  whether  pious  and 
learned  men  may  not  be  obtained  from  the  local  ministry,  or  from  the 
official  or  private  membership,  well  qualified  as  teachers  to  advance 
the  cause  of  education,  and  by  this  means  bring  into  the  regular  field 
gf  itinerant  labour  a  great  weight  of  talent  and  influence  now  almost 
confined  to  the  precincts  of  academies  and  colleges. 

At  the  last  session  of  this  body,  the  publication  of  three  religious 
periodicals  was  provided  for,  in  addition  to  those  previously  esta- 
blished. They  have  now,  it  is  presumed,  been  before  the  religious 
community  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  you  to  form  an  opinion  of  their 
intrinsic  merits  as  official  papers,  going  forth  to  an  enlightened  and 
reading  people  under  the  authority  and  patronage  of  the  General  Con- 
ference of  ^e  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  of  their  usefulness  in 
promoting  the  great  enterprise  in  which  we  are  engaged,  by  spreading 
abroad  the  light  of  gospel  truth,  advancing  the  interests  of  our  import- 
ant institutions,  and  strengthening  the  bonds  of  peace  and  harmony  in 
the  Church.  The  influence  of  the  periodical  press,  either  for  weal  or 
wo,  is  too  well  ascertained  t6  render  it  necessary  for  this  body  to  be 
^reminded  of  the  importance  of  throwing  around  it,  so  far  as  it  is  under 
their  direction  and  patronage,  those  safeguards  which  shall  preserve 
its  purity,  and  render  it  subservient  to  the  promotion  of  intellectual, 
moral)  and  religious  improvement.  We  have  no  doubt  but  you  will 
agree  with  us  in  sentiment,  that  our  religious  papers  should  take  no 
part  in  the  political  warfare  of  the  day — ^that  they  should  never  inter- 
fere with  the  civil  institutions  of  the  country^— that  they  should  promote, 
as  far  as  practicable,  quietness,  peace,  and  love  among  all  Christian 
people,  and  especially  in  the  Church  by  whose  authority  and  patronage 
they  exist,  and  whose  interests  they  are  particularly  designed  to  serve. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  views  of  the  General  Conference  at 
the  tixae  xsS  the  establishment  of  these  papers,  ir  did  not  occur  to  the 
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ISnperittlend  exits  that  they  were  to  be  mediums  of  mere  an  tile  or  pro- 
fessional advertisements.  And  wo  respectfully  submit  ii  to  your 
enlightened  Judgmentj  whether  it  is  consistent  with  tlie  character  of 
the  Church,  and  the  grand  designs  of  her  religious  institutions,  among 
which  the  periodical  press  is  one  of  the  most  ethcient^  to  make  therfl 
^uch.  We  are  not  apprized  whether  recourse  has  been  had  to  this 
measure  from  courtesy  to  friends  in  secular  occupations,  or  for  the 
purpose  of  realizing  funds  sufficient  to  meet  the  expenses  of  publica- 
tion. But  with  due  deference,  we  must  be  permitted  to  doubt 
whether  the  credit  or  the  general  interests  of  the  Methodist  Church 
will  be  promoted  by  the  publication  of  a  paper  under  the  official  sEinc- 
tion  of  the  General  Conference,  which  cannot  obtain  a  patronage 
sufficient  to  meet  its  expenses  without  deroting  its  columns  to  business 
advertisements.  Your  timely  and  judicious  advice  to  the  Annual 
Conferences  not  to  establish  any  more  Conference  papers  has  been 
respectfully  regarded,  so  that  no  new  paper  has  been  published  by  any 
Conference  for  the  las!  four  years,  except  one,  which  has  since  been 
discontinued,  and  h  is  beUeved  there  is  an  increasing  connctron  in 
the  Conferences  gen e  rail Vj  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  publish  such  papers* 
Se'veral  papers,  however,  are  publisher],  assuming  to  be  in  the  interests 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  edited  by  Methodist  preachers,  and 
which  are  patronized  to  a  considerable  extent  by  many  members  of 
several  Annual  Conferences.  We  are  already  admonished  by  the 
history  of  the  past,  how  easy  it  is,  under  the  popular  pretext  of  the 
right  of  free  discussion,  lo  disturb  the  harmony  and  peace  of  tha 
Church,  stir  up  strife  and  contention,  alienate  the  affection  of  brethren 
from  each  other,  and  finally  injure  the  cause  of  Christ. 

Applications  from  members  and  ministers  of  other  Churches,  with 
whom  we  are  in  Christian  fellowship,  are  becoming  more  frequent,  and 
a  variety  of  opinions  being  entertained  by  preachers  of  age  and  experi- 
ence with  regard  to  the  manner  of  receiving  them  among  us,  the  Disci- 
pline making  no  special  provision  in  the  case,  we  have  thought  it  advisa- 
ble to  bring  the  subject  before  you,  with  a  view  to  the  adopting  a  coursfl 
which  may  harmonize  the  views  and  official  action  of  all  concerned,  and 
manifest  that  spirit  of  Christian  charity,  which  should  always  abound 
in  the  Church  of  Christ.  It  is  only  necessary  for  us  to  lay  before  yoa 
the  different  opinions  entertained  on  the  subject,  which,  from  the  cha- 
racter and  number  of  those  who  hold  them,  are  certainly  entitled  to 
respectful  attention.  With  regard  to  private  members  of  other 
Churches  who  make  appUcaiion  for  membership  with  us,  it  has  been 
maintained  on  the  one  hand,  thai  they  should  be  admitted  and  remain 
oil  trial  for  six  months,  as  the  Discipline  provides,  before  they  are 
received  into  the  Church  \  and  on  the  other,  that  the  circumsti&nce  of 
their  being  regular  and  approved  members  of  other  Churches,  with 
which  we  are  in  Christian  fellowship,  virtually  answers  the  essential 
ends  of  the  provision  for  a  probationer,  and  consequently  that  they 
should  be  recei\^ed  into  the  Church  without  requiring  such  trial.  The 
views  which  are  entertained  with  respect  to  receiving  ministers  from 
other  Churches  are  not  capable  of  so  simple  a  definition.  But  they 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : — Many  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  in 
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commoQ  with  all  other  persons,  they  should  be  admitted  on  trial,  and 
pass  a  probation  of  six  months,  before  they  are  received  as  members 
of  the  Church:  that,  being  received  as  such,  they  should  obtaia 
recommendation  and  license,  and  graduate  in  the  ministry,  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  letter  of  the  Discipline,  without  regard  to  their  ordi- 
nation by  the  constitutional  authorities  of  the  Churches  from  which 
they  came.  Others  are  of  the  opinion,  that,  coming  to  us  with  accredit- 
ed testimonials  of  their  Christian  piety  and  official  standing,  and  giving 
satisfaction,  on  examination  as  the  Discipline  directs,  with  respect 
to  their  belief  in  our  doctrine,  and  approval  of  our  Discipline,  they 
should  be  immediately  received  and  accredited  as  ministers  among  us: 
and  that  on  answering  the  questions,  and  taking  upon  them  the  solema 
obligations  of  our  or£nation  service,  they  should  receive  credentials 
of  authority  to  administer  the  holy  sacraments  without  the  imposition 
of  hands  repeated  by  us,  unless  they  themselves  should  incline  to  it. 
These  conflicting  opinions,  in  connection  with  the  fact  that  a  number 
of  ministers  have  been  received  among  us  in  conformity  to  the  latter 
view,  seem  to  require  that  the  General  Conference  take  such  order 
upon  it  as,  in  their  wisdom,  may  be  best  calculated  to  produce  una- 
nimity of  sentiment  and  action,  and  promote  Christian  confidence  ani 
affection  between  ourselves  and  other  religious  denominations,  without 
impairing  any  fundamental  principle  of  our  order  and  government. 

Of  your  General  Superintendents,  six  in  number,  three  are  enfeebled 
by  labour,  age,  and  infirmity.  We  are  of  one  heart  and  one  mind» 
^acknowledging  our  obligation  according  to  our  ability,  and  to  the 
utmost  extent  of  it,  to  serve  the  Church  of  God  in  that  highly-respon- 
sible office  which  you  have  committed  to  us ;  but  in  view  of  our  own 
weakness  and  the  arduous  work  intrusted  to  us,  with  fear  and  much 
trembling  we  have  cause  to  exclaim,  "Who  is  sufficient  for  these* 
things?"  There  are  now  twenty-eight  Annual  Conferences  repre- 
sented iti  this  body,  and  in  all  probabilty  the  number  will  be  conside- 
rably increased  during  your  present  session.  These  embrace  a 
country  extending  from  New-Brunswick  to  Texas,  on  the  Atlantic 
coast  and  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  from  the  sea-board  to  the  vast  northern 
lakes,  and  to  the  territories  on  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  Missouri. 
The  General  Superintendents  sustain  the  same  relation  to  all  these 
Conferences,  and  our  system  requires  that  each  should  be  annually 
visited.  Between  three  and  four  thousand  travelling  preachers  are  to 
be  appointed  every  year  to  their  fields  of  ministerial  labour.  Thes^ 
appointments  must  be  made  with  due  regard  to  the  qualifications,  age, 
infirmities,  and  domestic  circumstances  of  this  vast  body  of  ministers, 
and  with  the  same  regard  to  the  condition  and  wants  of  the  millions 
of  people  to  whom  they  are  sent.  To  minds  capable  of  grasping  this 
vast  machinery  of  our  itinerant  system,  it  will  readily  appear  that  an 
effective  itinerant  superintendency  is  indispensably  necessary  to  keep 
it  in  regular,  energetic,  and  successful  operation.  It  must  be  effective^ 
not  imbecile;  general^  not  sectional;  itinerant^  not  local.  Destitute 
of  either  of  these  prerequisites,  the  probable  result  would  be  a  disor- 

rization  of  the  system,  and  weakness  and  inefficiency  in  all  its  parts, 
the  relation  we  sustain  to  you  as  the  highest  judicatory  of  the 
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Clnireb,  and  to  the  whole  itinerant  connection,  it  becomes  us  to  be  cau- 
tious and  unassuming  in  presenting  you  our  sentiments  on  a  subject 
Hke  this,  in  which  it  may  be  supposed  we  have  a  special  individual 
interest.  We  will  only  suggest  two  points  for  your  consideration, 
which,  we  are  confident,  will  appear  to  you  in  the  same  light  in  which 
we  yiew  them.  The  first  is  to  preserve  a  sufiicient  number  of  effective 
Superintendents  to  secure  to  the  Conferences  their  regular  annual 
▼isits,  taking  into  view  the  number  of  Conferences,  and  their  relative 
locations.  And  second,  that  there  be  no  greater  number  than  is 
strictly  neeessary  to  accomplish  this  work,  carefully  guarding  against 
the  increase  of  the  numbers  of  labourers  beyond  the  proportionate 
increase  of  the  work,  bearing  in  mind  that  if  we  would  have  labouring 
|>reachers,  we  must  have  labouring  Superintendents.  As  the  number 
of  Annual  Conferences  increases,  and  the  work  extends  in  the  states 
and  territories,  it  becomes  necessary  to  strengthen  the  General  Super- 
intendency  in  due  proportion.  But  as  you  tml  doubtless  have  an  able 
committee  to  examine  and  report  on  this  important  subject,  we  forbear 
any  further  remarks  in  relation  to  it.  Our  missionary  operations 
among  the  Indians,  and  in  foreign  countries,  especially  on  the  conti- 
nent of  Africa,  are  recommended  to  3nour  special  attention.  The 
condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  located  on  the  western  boundary  line  of 
Arkansas,  and  Missouri,  and  the  territories  on  the  Upper  Mississippi 
and  Missouri  Rivers,  calls  aloud  for  united  and  vigorous  efiTorts  to 
dispense  among  them  the  light  of  the  gospel,  and  the  blessings  of  civil- 
ization. We  are  encouraged  to  such  enort  by  the  circumstance  that 
there  is  an  increasing  disposition  among  most  of  the  tribes  to  encour- 
ajsf*  the  labours  of  our  missionaries,  and  improve  their  condition  by  the 
establishment  of  schools  for  the  instruction  of  their  children  in  the 
knowledge  of  our  language,  and  in  agriculture  and  mechanical  arts. 

Since  your  last  session,  a  plan  has  been  devised,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  ofiicers  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Parent  Missionary 
Society,  to  establish  a  Central  Indian  Manual  Labour  School,  with 
the  design  of  eollecting  and  teaching  the  native  children  of  the  seve- 
ral adjacent  tribes.  The  plan  has  beeti  submitted  to  the  executive 
department  of  the  national  government  having  the  superintendence 
of  Indian' aflfairs,  and  has  met  with  a  favourable  and  encouraging 
consideration ;  and  we  are  much  indebted  to  the  officers  and  agents 
of  the  civil  government  in,  and  adjacent  to,  the  Indian  country,  for  the 
extensive  aid  they  have  given  in  the  establishment  of  the  institution, 
both  by  emplojring  their  influence  in  recommending  it  to  the  Indians, 
,  and  advising  in  its  structure  and  organization.  This  school  is  already, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  in  successful  operation.  Native  children 
from  five  different  tribes  are  collected,  and  men  from  these  tribes  have 
Tinted  the  institution,  and  ha^  very  generally  been  satisfied  yrith  its 
government  and  objects.  We  cannot  but  regard  this  establishment  as 
full  of  promise  of  lasting  benefits  to  the  Indian  race.  But  as  a  de- 
tailed report  of  its  organization,  designs,  and  prospects,  will  come 
before  you,  we  will  only  add  our  earnest  recommendation  of  the  plan 
to  your  deliberate  consideration,  with  regard  to  the  present  condition 
and  wants  of  the  Indians,  and  tt»  adaptation  to  the  gre«t  objects  it  10 
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designed  to  accomplish — ^the  conversion  of  the  Indians  to  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  and  their  improvement  in  aU  the  arts  ai^  habits  of  civilized 
life.  And  we  would  further  recommend  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  establishing  one  or  more  institutions  at  suitable  locations  in  the  Indian 
country,  on  the  same  plan,  and  for  the  same  purposes. 

To  Africa  we  look  with  the  deepest  solicitude.  '  Our  sympathies, 
prayers,  and  efforts,  mingle  on  her  coasts.  In  our  missionary  enXer- 
prise,  commenced  in  Liberia,  we  aim  at  the  conversion  of  a  continent 
to  God.  The  handful  of  precious  seed  which  has  been  sown  in  that 
infant  colony,  and  watered  by  the  tears  an^d  prayer^  of  the  mission- 
aries and  the  Church,  shall  spring  up  and  ripen  to  be  sown  again  with 
a  hundred-fold  increase,  till  Africa  shall  become  one  fruitful  field,  cul- 
tivated in  righteousness.  Ahhough  a  number  of  faithful  and  devoted 
missionaries  have  fallen  in  that  field  of  labour,  we  should  by  no  meana 
be  discouraged  in  the  prosecution  of  so  great  a  work.  They  have 
fallen  asleep,  but  they  sleep  in  the  Lord.  And  being  dead  they 
still  speak ;  and  the  voice  from  their  tombs,  is  a  call  to  the  Church  of 
Christ  on  the  American  continent  to.  emulate  their  holy  zeal,  and  fill 
up  the  ranks  from  which  they  have  been  removed.  We  have  no  doubt 
but  you  will  be  disposed  to  take  some  efiicient  measures  for  the  consti- 
tutional organizatibn  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference,  and  tc^'provide 
for  the  ordination  of  ministers  in  their  own  country,  that  the  infant  African 
Church  mav  be  duly  and  regularly  supplied,  not  only  with  the  ministry 
of  the  word,  but  also  with  the  holy  sacraments.  The  character  which 
the  Oregon  Mission  has  recently  assumed,  is  well  calculated  to  invite 
your  particular  attention  to  that  extensive  and  important  field  of  nu6^ 
sionary  enterprise.  We  can  have  little  doubt  that,  with  the  blessing 
of  God  attending  our  efforts,  the  time  will  arrive,  when  the  interests 
of  the  missionary  colony,  and  the  success  of  the  work  among  the  abo- 
riginal tribes,  wiU  call  for  the  organization  of  an  Annual  Conference  in 
that  vast  territory.  And  our  grand  object  should  be  to  preserve  one 
harmonious  compact,  in  the  unity  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  bonds  of  peace ; 
and  that  Methodism  may  be  one  on  either  side  of  the  Pacific  and 
Atlantic  Oceans,  and  on  all  the  islands  of  the  sea. 

"  And  mountaiiiB  rise  and  oceans  roll, 
To  sever  us  in  vain." 

It  was  doubtless  a  wise  and  safe  provision,  that  copies  of  the  records 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Annual  Conferences  should  be  forwarded  to 
the  General  Conference  for  examination.  By  this  means  the  General 
Conference  may  obtain  the  knowledge  of  tne  official  acts  of  those 
bodies  from  evidence  which  cannot  be  disputed  or  contravened,  and 
consequently  they  may  correct  errors  in  their  proceedings,  if  foond  to 
exist,  on  the  simple  authority  of  officii  records.  We  regret  to  say 
that,  in  our  opinion,  this  judicious  provision  has  not  been  sufficiently 
regarded,  either  on  the  part  of  the  Annual  Conferences  in  forwarding 
copies  of  these  records,  or  on  the  part  of  the  General  Conference  in-  a 
careful  inspection  of  them.  As  these  records  contain,  not  only  the 
official  transactions  of  the  Conferences,  having  an  important  connection 
with  the  government  and  general  interaste  of  the  Church,  but  aleo  fre* 
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quently  embrace  the  opinions  of  the  Superintendents  on  questions  of . 
\^w  and  ibe  administraiion  of  dii^cipline  ;  and  aa  it  is  the  constitutional 
pierogaiive  of  this  body  to  correct  what  is  erroneous  in  these  transac- 
tions and  opinions,  with  an  earnest  desire  that  all  things  may  be  done, 
in  every  official  department  of  the  Church,  in  strict  conformity  to  her 
constitution  and  Disciphne,  we  recommend  a  careful  examination  of 
these  records  at  your  present  session. 

Finally,  brethren,  we  commend  yon  and  ourselves,  and  the  minis^ 
lers  and  people  connected  with  us  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 
to  the  guidance  and  protection  of  the  great  Head  of  the  ChuTch,  whose 
we  are,  and  whom  we  serve  ;  sincerely  and  ardently  praying  that  yonr 
deliberations^  with  all  their  results,  may  bo  under  the  influence  of  that 
wisdom  which  is  from  above  i  which  is  pure,  peaceable,  gentle,  easy 
to  be  entreated ;  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  wiihout  partiality  or 
hypocrisy. 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  sincerely  and  adectionately  yours,  in  the 
unity  and  fellowship  of  the  gospel  of  Christ, 

R,  R.  Roberts, 

JoSHrjA  So0LE, 

^  .  ^^  ♦  ,      *  ^  E.  Heddino^ 

^  ,        .  ,  James  0.  Andrew, 

,  ,  ,' .  B.  Waugh, 

Thomas  A,  Morris- 
BaUimore,  May  Ath,  1840. 
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Vert  Dear  Brethren, — We  gratefully  avail  ourselres  of  this 
opportunity  to  renew  the  tokens  of  our  fraternal  intercourse  with  you  ; 
and,  while  we  unfeignedly  rejoice  in  all  the  blessings  with  which  it 
has  pleased  Almighty  God  lo  accompany  your  cares  and  labours,  we 
devoutly  pray  that  *^  mercy  unto  you,  and  peace,  and  love"  may  be  yet 
more  abundantly  "  multiplied,  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  the  Lord 
Jesus,  the  Son  of  the  Father^  in  truth  and  love," 

It  has  afforded  us  great  satisfaction  to  hear  from  different  quarters 
of  your  coutmued  prosperity,  and  especially  to  receive  the  personal 
communications  which  have  been  made  to  us  at  this  Conference  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Olin.  We  are  thankful  that,  notwilhstanding  the  languor 
of  indis^position,  this  esteemed  minister  in  your  Church,  and  our  be- 
loved brother,  has  been  able  to  attend  several  of  the  sittings  of  the 
Conference,  and  to  address  us,  at  considerable  length,  on  topics  which 
are  more  than  usually  gratifying  lo  our  hest  affections*  Most  sincerely 
do  we  hope  that  God  will,  in  his  gooduessj  more  fully  restore  his  health, 
and  prepare  himt  by  an  increase  of  vigour,  and  of  every  spiritual  gift, 
lon^  to  occupy  the  important  sUiion,whicli|  to  speak  according  to  the 
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▼iewv  and  feolings  of  frail  mortality,  has  been  so  prematurely  left 
Tacaat  by  the  diecease  of  the  excellent  and  lamented  Dr.  Fisk. 

From  a  wish  to  perpetuate  a  free  and  familiar  interchange  of  kindly 
offices  with  you,  in  the  way  which  we  doubt  not  is  most  agreeable  to 
you  as  well  as  to  ourselves,  we  have  requested  our  dear  friend  and 
brother,  the  Rey.  Robert  Newton,  to  visit  you  at  your  next  General 
Conference.  To  enlarge  on  the  high  regard  which  we  entertain  for 
our  honoured  messenger — a  -regard  which  he  has  justly  merited  by  his 
nnweariable  and  faithful  services  in  every  province  of  our  work,  and 
by  the  exemplary  manner  in  which  he  has,  at  two  different 'times,  sus- 
tained the  most  momentous  office  in  our  body— would  be  a  welcome 
task  to  us ;  for  it  is  pleasant  to  speak  of  those  whom  we  love  :  but  it 
is,  on  the  present  occasion,  perfectly  unnecessary.  You  are  not  Unac- 
quainted with  the  character  which  he  bears  in  this  country ;  and  you 
will  receive  him  as  a  chosen  representative  of  the  British  Conference, 
and  as  one  in  whose  views  and  principles  we  repose  entire  con- 
fidence. 

The  subject  which  has  this  year  engrossed  no  small  portion  of  our 
attention,  cannot  fail  to  awaken  the  deepest  interest  in  every  part  of 
the  Wesleyan  community  throughout  the  globe.  You  will  anticipate 
our  reference  to  the  close  of  the  first  century  of  our  existence  as  an 
organized  religious  society.  On  a  review  of  the  hundred  years  which 
have  now  reached  their  termination,  we  humbly  acknowledge  and  adore 
the  mercy  of  God,  who  marvellously  raised  up  our  ever-revered  fkthers 
as  the  instruments,  in  his  hands,  of  so  extensive  a  revival  of  primitive 
Christianity ;  who  has  preserved  us,  as  a  connection,  in  the  midst  of 
many  conflicts  and  changes ;  and  who  has  granted  us,  at  this  time,  so 
cordial  a  sense  of  attachment,  which  we  trust  that  nothing  shall  ever 
be  permitted  to  abate,  to  the  doctrines,  spirit,  and  usages  of  those  vene- 
rated men  who  now  rest  in  eternal  peace.  May  the  Lord  God  of  our  fore- 
elders,  and  of  all  who  fear  his  most  holy  name,  bestow  upon  us  a  larger 
measure  of  his  Spirit's  grace,  and  grant  that  the  sicond  century  of  the 
Wesleyan  Society  may  be  marked  by  still  more  illustrious  displays 
of  his  power  and  love  in  the  Church  universal,  and  in  the  world ! 

But  while  we  freely  indulge  in  sentiments  such  as  these,  we  can- 
not fbrget  that  on  one  subject  especially — the  subject  of  American 
slavery — ^you,  our  beloved  brethren,  are  placed  in  circumstfinces  pf 
painful  trial  and  perplexity.  We  enter,  with  brotherly  sympathy,  into 
the  peculiar  situation  which  you  are  now  called  to  occupy.  But,  on 
this  question,  we  beg  to  refer  you  to  what  occurs  in  our  Address  to 
you  from  the  Conference  of  1836,  a  proper  copy  of  which  will  be 
handed  to  you  by  our  representative ;  as  also  to  the  contents  of  our 
preceding  letter  of  1835.  To  the  principles  which  we  have  ^ection- 
ately  but  honestly  declared  in  these  two  documents  we  still  adhere, 
with  a  full  conviction  of  their  Christian  truth  and  justice. 

The  time  which  has  elapsed,  and  the  events  which  have  taken  place, 
gjnce  the  preparation  of  the  above-mentioned  papers,  serve  only  to 
confirm  us  yet  more  in  our  views  of  the  moral  evil  of  slavery.  Far  be 
it  from  us  to  advocate  violent  and  ill-considered  measures.  We  are, 
however,  strongly  and  unequivocall}^  of  opinion  that  it  is,  at  this  time, 
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the  panuoumnt  Ghriaiian  duty  of  the  ministers  of- our  roost  merciftil 
Lord  in  yoar  country  to  maintain  the  principle  of  opposition  to  slavery 
with  earnest  zeal,  and  unflinching  firmness.  May  we  not  also  be  al- 
lowed, witli  the  heart-felt  solicitade  of  fraternal  love,  to  entreat  that 
you  will  not  omit  or  qualify  the  noble  testimony  which  ire  have  ex- 
tracted, in  a  note  to  oor  Address,  from  your  Book  of  Discipline,  but 
that  you  will  continue  to  insert  it  there  in  its  primitive  and  imimpaited 
integrity  ? 

And  now,  very  dear  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  the  protection 
and  mercies  of  the  *'  only  wise  God,  our  Saviour,"  with  united  prayers 
that  you,  and  all  who  labour  with  yon  in  the  word  and  doctrine,  with 
>he  multitudes  who  are  happily  brought  to  share  in  your  Christian  fel- 
lowship, may  enjoy  a  richer  effusion  of  the  Holy  Spirit's  promised 
miction,  and  may  at  last  be  '*  presented  faultless  before  the  presence 
of"  our  common  Saviour's  "glory."  To  Him  be  "  glory  and  majesty, 
doniinion  and  power,  both  now  and  ever.  Amen." 
Signed,  by  order  of  the  Conference, 

Theophilus  Lessey,  President, 

Liverpoai,  August  16,  1839. 


C— ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE. 

AT^svoer  of  the  General  Ccnference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chwreh-^ 
To  the  Reverend  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Wesleyan  MethO' 
dist  Conference  in  Great  Britain, 

Honoured  and  Vert  Dear  Brethren, — yie  acknowledge  with 
grateful  emotions  the  reception  of  your  letters  at  the  hand  of  your  ex- 
cellent representative,  our  honoured  and  esteemed  brother,  the  Rev. 
Robert  Newton,  whesse  visit,  as  your  messenger,  we  esteem  the  best 
and  kindest  proof  you  could  have  given  of  your  love  for  us,  and  desire 
to  promote  our  blessed  unity.  His  bright  example  of  love  and  courtesy, 
simplicity  and  dignity  in  Conference,  and  of  pure  essential  Methodism, 
full  of  faith  and  charity,  abounding  in  hope,  rejoicing  only  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  knowing  no  respite  from  labour,  in  his  public  ministry,  has 
been  alike  edifying  and  refreshing  to  us ;  while  also,  we  have  felt  our 
hearts  warmed  thereby,  and  drawn  closely  to  you  in  affection,  partakers 
of  the  same  spirit  with  you,  walking  by  th^  same  rule,  minding  the 
same  thing,  one  people,  and  our  name  one  in  the  Lord  Jesus. 

And  it  will  not  be  unwelcome  to  you  that  we  add,  further,  an  ex- 
pression of  the  gratification  it  has  afforded  us  to  be  favoured  with  the 
presence  of  our  beloved  and  endeared  brother,  Mr.  Harvard,  and  our 
friend  Mr.  Richie,  of  the  district  of  Lower  Canada,  and  of  Mr.  Presi- 
dent Stinson,  and  the  excellent  brethren,  John  and  Edgerton  Ryerson, 
representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Upper  Canada. 
May  the  God  of  our  common  fathers  make  you  a  thousand  times  so 
many  more  as  ye  are,  and  bless  you,  that  from  you  the  word  of  the 
Lord  may  sound  out  unto  all  people  as  unto  us  at  the  beginning,  and 
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the  fraits  of  your  litboure  be  multiplied  in  all  the  earth,  to  the  glory  of 
God,  by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 

We  fully  unite  with  you,  dear  brethren,  in  the.  expression  you  give 
of  your  cordial  add  even  jealous  attachment  to  the  priiiciples,  doctrines, 
and  usages  of  Methodism,  as  established  under  the  heaven*directed 
ministry  of  our  venerated  fathers.  Those  principles,  doctrines,  and 
usages  w^,have  especially  felt  that  we  were  called  to  review,  (and 
reviewing  them,  have  taken,  we  trust,  still  closer  to  our  hearts,)  on  the 
great  occasion  of  our  first  centennial  jubilee.  This  has  been  a  joyful 
time  with  us,  even  as  with  you,  our  whole  communion  joining  in  extra- 
ordinary acts  of  devotion  and  offerings  to  the  Lord,  giving  grateful  evi- 
dence of  our  common  character  the  world  over,, and  covenanting  to 
keep  Methodism  still  unworldly  and  spiritual,  abounding  in  charity,  a 
work  of  righteousness  and  peace,  rendering  unto  Cesar  the  things  that 
are  Cesar's,  and  unto  God  the  things  that  are  God's. 

We  greatly  rejoice,  and  give  thanks  unto  the  Lord  for  all  your 
prosperity,  brethren,  and  especially  for  y4>ur  peaceful  state,  and  the 
success  of  your  missions.  Missionary  zeal,  founded  in  love,  is  the 
vital  pulse  of  Methodism,  the  purity  and  fruitfulness  6f  which,  in  its 
home  department,  depend  on  the  active  sympathy  there  with  the  work 
abroad.  Methodism,  indeed,  might  not  so  much  as  exist  in  a  narrower 
parish  than  the  world,  nor  act  on  any  other  than  her  own  gospel  prin- 
ciple of  equal  duty  to  all  tongues  and  kindreds.  Actuated  by  this  prin- 
ciple, we  have  laboured  to  carry  the  gospel  into  every  part  of  our  great 
country  ;  and  now  into  Texas,  the  territory  of  Oregon,  South  America, 
and  Africa,  at  the  entrance  of  Liberia,  on  the  western  coast.  But,  alas, 
how  feeble  and  insufficient  are  our  efforts  to  accomplish,  to  any  con- 
sidei^ble  degree,  the  great  work  of  evangelizing  mankind !  We  long 
for  the  salvation  of  God  to  become  universal. 

The  unusual  and  unwelcome  fact  of  a  decrease  in  our  numbers 
the  year  previous  to  our  last  General  Conference,  and  to  which  you 
so  kindly  and  piously  allude  in  your  letter  of  August  following,  induced 
much  searching  of  heart,  both  among  our  preachers  and  people ;  and, 
through  God's  abounding  grace,  we  have  not  been  afflicted  since  on  a 
like  account.  At  that  time  our  numbers  were — of  travelling  preachers, 
2,781,  and  of  members,  650,678.  And  in  September  last  3iey  were — 
of  travelling  preachers  3,296,  and  members  740,459 ;  showing  an 
increase  of  515  travelling  preachers,  and  89,781  members,  since  our 
last  General  Cfonference.  We  record  it  with  thanksgiving,  though  we 
reckon  not  our  strength  by  numbers. 

We  hav^  considered,  Vith  affectionate  respect  and  confidence,  your 
brotherly  suggestions  concerning  slavery,  and  most  cheerfully  return 
an  unreserved  answer  to  them.  And  we  do  so  the  rather,  brethren, 
because  of  the  numerous  prejudicial  statements  which  have  been  put 
forth  in  certain  quarters  to  the  wounding  of  the  Church.  We  assure 
you  then,  brethren,  that  we  have  adopted  no  new  principle  or  rule  of 
discipline  respecting  slavery  since  the  time  of  our  apostolic  Asbury ; 
neither  do  we  mean  to  adopt  any.  In  our  General  Rules,  (called  ^e 
^*  General  Rules  of  the  United  Societies,"  and  which  are  of  constitu- 
tional authority  in  our  Church,}  ^Hhe  buying  and  selling  of  meu^  toomen^ 
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and  ^Udren,  with  an  irUerUwn  to  enslave  them,^  is  expTBBtAy  prohibited ; 
apd  in  the  same  words,  substantially,  which  have  been  used  for  ^e 
rule  since  1792.  And  the  extract  of  part  ii,  section  10,  of  our  Book 
of  Discipline,  which  you  quote  with  approbation,  and  denominate  '^  a 
noble  testimony j"  is  still  of  force  to  the  same  extent  that  it  has  beein 
for  many  years ;  nor  do  we  entertain  any  purpose  to  omit  or  qualify 
this  section,  or  any  part  thereof.  For  while  we  should  regard  it  a  sore 
evil  to  divert  Methodism  from  her  proper  work  of  *'  spreading  Scripture 
holiness  over  these  lands,'*  to  questions  of  temporal  import,  involving  the 
rights  of  Cesar,  yet  are  we  not  the  less  minded  on  that  account  to  pro^ 
mote  and  set  forward  all  humane  and  generous  actions,  or  to  prevent, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  such  as  are  evil  and  unchristian.  It  is 
our  first  desire,  after  piety  toward  God,  to  be  '*  merciful  x^er  our  power  ; 
as  we  have  opportunity,  doing  good  ef  every  possible  sort,  and  as  far  as 
possible  totdl  men  " — "  to  their  bodies,"*  but  especially,  and  above  all,  <*  to 
their  souls,** 

Of  these  United  States,  (to  the  government  and  laws  of  whicb^ 
'« according  to  the  division  of  power  made  to  them  by  the  constitution 
of  the  Union,  and  the  constitutions  of  the  several  states,"  we  owe,  and 
delight  to  render,  a  sincere  and  patriotic  loyalty,)  there  are  several 
which  do  not  allow  of  slavery.  There  are  others  in  which  it  is  allow- 
ed, and  there  are  slaves ;  but  the  tendency  of  the  laws,  and  the  minds 
of  the  majority  of  the  people,  are  in  fitvour  of  emancipation.  But 
there  are  others  in  which  slavery  exists  so  universally,  and  is  so  closely 
interwoven  with  their  civil  institutions,  that  both  do  the  laws  disallow 
of  emancipation,  and  the  great  body  of  the  people  (the  source  of  law^ 
with  us)  hold  it  to  be  treasonable  to  set  forth  anything,  by  word  or 
deed,  tending  that  way.  Each  one  of  all  these  states  is  independent 
of  4he  rest  and  sovereign,  with  respect  to  its  internal  government,  (a^ 
muc*h  so  as  if  there  existed  no  confederation  among  them  for  ends  of 
common  interest,)  and  therefore  it  is  impossible  to  frame  a  rule  on 
slavery  proper  for  our  people  in  all  the  states  alike.  But  our  Church 
is  extended  through  all  the  states,  and  as  it  would  be  wrong  and  un- 
scriptural  to  enact  a  rule  of  discipline  in  opposition  to  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  state  on  this  subject,  so  also  would  it  not  be  equitable 
or  Scriptural  to  confound  the  positions  of  our  ministers  and  people  (so 
different  as  they  are  in  different  states)  with  respect  to  the  liaoral  ques- 
tion which  slavery  involves. 

Under  the  administration  of  the  venerated  Dr.  Coke,  this  plain 
distinction  was  once  overlooked,  and  it  was  attempted  to  urge  emanci- 
pation in  aU  the  states ;  but  the  attempt  proved  alnrast  ruinous,  and  was 
soon  abandoned^by  the  doctor  himself.  While,  therefore,  the  Church 
has  encouraged  emancipation  in  those  states  where  the  laws  permit 
it,  and  allowed  the  freed-man  to  enjoy  freedom,  we  have  refrained,  for 
conscience'  sake,  from  all  intermeddling  with  the  subject  in  those  other 
states  where  the  laws  make  it  criminal.  And  such  a  course  we  think 
agreeable  to  the  Scriptures,  and  indicated  by  St.  Paul's  inspired 
instruction  to  servants  in  his  First  Epistle  to  the  Corinthians,  chap, 
yii,  ver.  20,  21.     For  if  servants  were  not  to  care  for  their  servitude 
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nJien  tbey  might  not  be  free,  thosgh  if  tjiey  might  be  free  they  ebould 
use  it  ratk$r ;  so,  neither  should  makers  be  coodeniDed  tot  not  setting 
them  free  when  they  might  not  do  so,  though  t/'they  m^ht  they  should 
do  so  rather.  The  question  of  the  evil  of  slavery,  abstractedly  con- 
sidered, you  will  readily  perceive,  brethren,  is  a  very  difiereal  matter 
.from  a  principle  Of  rule  of  Church  discipline  to  be  executed  contrary 
^to,  and  in  defiance  of,  the  law  of  the  land.  Methodism  has  always 
been  (except  perhaps  in  the  single  instance  above)  eminently  toyal  and 
promotive  of  good  order ;  and  so  we  desire  it  may  ever  continue  to  be, 
both  in  Europe  and  America.  With  this  sentiment  we  concede  the 
subject,  adding  only  the  corroborating  language  of  your  noble  Mis^ 
sionary  Society,  by  the  revered  and  lamented  Watson^  ia  their  instruc- 
tions to  missionaries,  published  ia  the  Report  of  1833,  as  follows  :— 

**  As  in  the  colonies  in  which  you  are  called  to  labour  a  great  pro- 
portion of  ,the  inhabitants  are  in  a  state  of  slavery,  the  committee 
most  strongly  call  to  your  remembrance  what  was  so  fully  stated  to 
3rou  when  you  were  accepted  as  a  missionary  to  the  West  Indies,  that 
your  only  business  is  to  promote  the  moral  and  religious  improvement 
of  the  slaves  to  whom  you  may  have  access,  without,  in  the  least 
degree,  in  public  or  private,  interfering  with  their  civil  condition.'^ 

We  have  judged  it  necessary,  for  the  preservation  of  the  children 
of  our  people  from  irreligious  or  unmethodistical  principles  while  par* 
suing  their  education  at  a  distance  from  home,  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  a  due  proportion  of  influence  in  this  great  country,  to  encourage  the 
establishment  of  schools  and  colleges  under  the  control  of  our  Annual 
Conferences,  at  which  a  liberal  education  should  be  afforded  in  inti- 
mate and  graceful  connection  with  Christian  training.  Accordingly 
we  ly^ve  now  twelve  collegiate  and  twenty-one  academic  institutions 
thus  established,  which,  though  not  as  amj^y  endowed  as  they  require 
to  be,  are  doing  well,  and  we  hope  will  continue  to  do  well. 

Permit  us,  reverend  and  dear  brethren,  to  refer  you  to  our  most 
honoured  and  beloved  brother,  Mr.  Newton,  ion  any  further  information 
you  may  desire  on  the  above  subject,  or  the  present  state  of  our  affairs 
in  general.  And  again  we  thank  you  for  having  sent  him  to  us,  whose 
name  had  long  been  known  as  that  of  one  whose  aoble  efforts  ia  the 
cause  of  Christ  had  placed  him  with  our  Beasoasy  Watsoas,  Claikes, 
aad  Buntiags,  mea  who  have  lived  for  the  whole  world,  and  for 
Methodism  in  all  the  world.  And  we  pray  for  his  safe  return  to  you, 
and  that  it  may  please  God  our  heavenly  Father  to  make  him  more 
and  more  useful  among  you,  even  to  old  age.  If  it  shall  please  God 
that  our  venerated  and  beloved  Bishop  Soule  shall  be  in  health  to  do 
so,  and  the  work  can  possibly  allow  it,  we  expect  him  to  make  it  ooar 
veaieat  to  visit  your  Coafereace  two  years  hence ;  and  we  have  ap* 
pointed  one  of  ^ur  body  to  accompany  him  to  you,  or  if  the  Bishop 
cannot  go,  to  represent  us  fully  at  that  time.  And  we  solicit,  brethren, 
a  continuation  of  this  so  pleasant  aad  profitable  iaterchaage,  at  our 
next  Geaeral  Coafereace, 

Finally,  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God's  most  gracious  bless- 
ing, praying  for  you  ia  the  love  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
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(m  yon  aito  do  for  us,)  tlist  jou  may  be  emiched  with  all  apiritaal 

bleesiags  in  Chhat  Jedtis,  and  abound  in  good  wcNrks,  lo  the  glory  >of 

God,  among  all  people,  and  for  evermore. 

Signed  in  belialf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 

fipiscopal  Church,  held  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  May,  1840. 

R.  R.  Roberts, 
joshvi.  soule, 
Elijah  Hbddino, 
Jas.  O.  Andrsw, 
Bbvbrlt  Wauoh, 
Thos.  a.  Morris, 
John  A.  Collins,  Seerettuy, 


D.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTERED 

FUND. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  Chartered 
Fund  of  tbe  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  conformity  with  the  provisioiis  of  the  charter,  haye  had  the 
same  under  consideration,*  and  beg  leave  to  report  :— 

That  the  trustees  have  been  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  discharge  of 
l9te  duties  of  their  office,  and  are  entitled  to  the  confidence  and  gratitude 
of  the  church  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  watched  over  thto 
interest  of  this  important  institution. 

The  amount  of  sto<;k,  on  the  1st  of  January,  1840,  amounted  to 
t34,009  74.  • 

The  avails,  investments,  dividends,  ^c,  have  been  paid  over  to  the 
several  Conferences  ;  and  we  refer  to  the  accounts  accompanying  the 
report  of  the  trustees  for  a  full  and  particular  statement  of  all  the  re* 
ceipts  and  expenditures  of  the  past  four  yetirs. 

Two  of  the  members  of  the  Board  h«ve  been  removed  by  death  from 
the  scenes  of  their  toils  and  labours  ot  earth  to  the  rewards  and  Uese^ 
edness  of  heaven — Alexander  Cook  «nd  Thomas  Jaekson,  men  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed,  and  whose  loss  we  sincerely  de[^ore. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  resohitiens  :-^ 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  members  of  the  General  Conference,  Thstwe 
have  undiminished  confidence  in  the  seal,  integrity,  and  ability  of  tlm 
Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
Btid  hereby  tender  to  them  our  acknowledgments  for  the  faithful  and 
successful  manner  in  which  they  have  performed  the  dutiee  of  their 
office. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  have  heard,  with  deep  seoeibility,  of  the  death 
of  Alexander  Cook  and  Thomas  Jackson,  two  of  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  and  sincerely  condole  with  the  relatives  and  fnendn 
of  the  deceased  in  the  loss  which  they  have  been  called  to  sustain. 

3.  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Neal  and  Thomas  Wihner,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  chosen  and  appoimed  Tn»« 
tees  of  the  Chartered  Fond,  to  ffil  the  vaoanoies  ecoaaioned  by  the 
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death  of  Messrs.  Cook  and  Jackson ;  the  nominations  having  been 
made  to  the  Conference  in  conformitj  to  the  provisions  of  the  third 
article  of  the  chapter. 

4.  Resolv^,  That  a  ceitificate  of  the  choice  and  appointment  of 
Samuel  Neal  and  Thomas  Wilmer,  as  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 
signed  by  the  President  and  countersigned  by  the  Secretary  of  this 
Conference/be  issued,  and  directed  to  the  Trustees  of  the  said  corpo- 
ration, to  the  end  that  said  certificate^  may  be  registered  in  the  books 
of  the  corporation,  and  that  the  persons  thus  chosen  and  appointed 
may  enjoy  all  the  power  and  immunities  of  members  of  the  corporation 
as  aforesaid. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

N.  Bangs,  Chairman, 

Baltimore,  May  29,  1840. 


E.—PASTOBAL  ADDRESS. 

Dearlt  Bsloved  Brethren, — ^As  the  representatives  of  the 
several  Annual  Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  we  as- 
sume ^he  pleasing  duty  of  addressing  to  you  our  Christian  salutations: 
^'  Grace  be  unto  you,  and  peace  from  God  our  Father,  and  from  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ,'*  both  ndw  and  for  ever. 

In  reviewing  the  history  of  the  past  four  years,  while  we  see  some 
occasions  for  humiliation  before  God,  we  see  much  in  the  dealings  of 
our  fteavenly  Father  with  us  which  calls  aloud  for  gratitude  and  praise. 
The  unwelcome  and  startling  fact  of  a  diminution  of  the  numbers  in 
society  had  awakened  in  our  minds  great  solicitude.  Fearing  lest  we 
had  so  far  departed  from  our  original  purity  of  character  as  to  be  cursed 
with  barrenness,  and  to  give  pl^ce  to  others  whom  God  would  consti- 
tute more  appropriate  instruments  in  achieving  the  moral  renovation  of 
the  world,  we  sent  up  our  cry  to  heaven,  '*  Spare  thy  people,  O  Lord, 
und  give  not  thine  heritage  to  reproach.'*  At  this  point  in  our  history 
we  very  justly  concluded  that  instead  of  indulging  in  fruitless  specula- 
tions upon  the  causes  which  had  brought  about  this  state  of  things,  it 
became  us  to  gird  ourselves  for  new  exertions,  and  to  )ook  up  to  the 
great  Head  of  the  church  for  a  renewed  and  signal  manifestation  of 
his  power  and  grace,  to  raise  the  fainting  spirits  and  cheer  the  tremb- 
ling hearts  of  the  armies  of  our  Israel.  And  how  wonderfully  have 
our  efforts  been  succeeded !  Truly  may  we  say,  *'  In  a  little  wrath  he 
hid  his  face  from  us,  for  a  moment,  but  with  everlasting  kindness"  has 
he  had  *^  mercy  upon  us." 

Within  the  last  year  the  state  of  the  American  Methodist  Church 
Ins  assumed  a  most  interesting  and  cheering  aspect.  The  spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication  has  been  poured  out  upon  her,  and  her  converts 
have  been  greatly  multiplied.  Extensive  and  powerful  revivals  have 
beeh  Imported  tlnrough  our  excellent  periodicals,  from  almost  every 
paint^of  the  wide  fiekl.  occupied  by  Our  regular  itinerant  ministry,  or 
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by  cur  niissicmaries.  MuJtittides  of  fallen  und  miserable  men  hnve  been 
happily  renovated  and  brought  twit  hi  n  the  pale  of  the  church.  Many 
desolate  and  barren  fields  have  becoma  as  the  i^rden  of  the  Lord ; 
presenting  to  the  gaze  of  the  world  the  variegated  tints  of  moral  beauty, 
sending  up  lo  heaven  the  sweet  odours  of  pure  devotion,  and  yielding 
the  precious  fruits  of  righteousness,  to  the  glory  and  honour  of  God, 

The  firsi^  cenienary  of  M&lhadism  has  brought  with  it  a  stale  of  great 
enlargement  and  prosperity.  The  pious  zeal  which  you  exhibited  in 
the  appropriate  celebraiion  of  this  new  era  in  our  history,  and  the 
liberal  ofTerings  you  presented  to  the  churchy  exhibit  a  praiseworthy 
regard  for  ber  institutions,  and  doubtless  constitute  a  sacrifice  with 
which  God  is  well  pleased.  Though,  on  this  inlorasting  oceasion, 
you  did  no  more  than  was  your  duty  to  do,  God  blessed  yon  in  the 
deed.  Having  brought  your  tithes  into  the  store-house  of  the  Lord, 
and  proved  him  therewith,  he  has  poured  you  out  a  blessing  that  there 
is  scarcely  room  to  contain. 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  witness  the  strong  tendency  which  d6^ 
retops  itself  among  ibe  Methodists  to  adhere  to  the  peculiar  principles 
^hich  have  characterized  them  from  the  beginning,  and  to  remain  one 
and  indissoluble.  Though  some  have  entered  into  "  doubtful  disputa- 
tions,^' and  a  few  of  our  societies  have  been  hurt  fully  agitated,  yet,  to 
the  honour  of  our  enlightened  members bip^  and  to  the  giory  of  God, 
would  we  at  this  time  express  our  solemn  conviction,  that  the  great 
mass  of  our  people  have  remained  **  firm  as  a  wall  of  brass"  ^midsl 
the  commotions  of  conflicting  elements.  There  seems  at  this  moment 
far  less  occasion  to  fear  from  the  causes  of  dissension  than  there  was 
al  the  last  meeting  of  this  Conference.  Indeed,  brethren,  we  have  no 
doubt  but  if  we  all  continue  to  "  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  to  mind 
the  same  things,"  in  which  in  the  order  of  God  we  have  been  instructed, 
'^  the  gates  of  heU  shall  not  prevail  against  us,^  and  the  enemy  who 
would  divide  and  scatter,  in  order  to  destroy  us,  will  be  disappointed. 

Since  the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of  lb©  General 
Conference,  roemorials  have  been  presented,  principally  from  the 
northern  and  eastern  divisions  of  the  work,  some  praying  for  the  action 
of  the  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  others  asking  fori' 
radical  changes  in  the  economy  of  the  church.  The  results  of  the 
deliberations  of  the  committees  to  whom  these  memorials  had  a  re^ 
spectful  reference,  and  the  final  action  of  the  Conference  upon  them, 
may  be  seen  among  the  doings  of  this  body,  as  reported  and  published. 
The  issue  in  several  instances  is  probably  different  from  what  the  me- 
morialists may  have  thought  they  had  reason  to  expect.  But  it  is  to  be 
hoped  they  will  not  suppose  the  General  Conference  has  either  denied 
them  any  legitimate  right,  or  been  wanting  in  a  proper  respect  for 
their  opinions.  Such  is  the  diversity  of  habits  of  thought,  manners^ 
customs,  and  domestic  relations  among  the  people  of  this  vast  Repub'^ 
lie,  and  such  the  diversity  of  the  institutions  of  the  sovereign  slates  of 
the  confederacy,  that  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  an  easy  task  to  suit  all 
the  incidental  circumstances  of  our  economy  to  the  views  and  feelings 
of  the  vast  mass  of  minds  inieresled.  We  pray,  therefore,  that  breth^ 
Ten  whose  news  may  have  been  crossed  by  the  acts  of  this  Confer*- 
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ence,  wUl  at  least  gire  us  the  credit  of  having  acted  in  good  faith,  and 
of  not  having  regarded  private  ends  or  party  interests,  but  the  best 
good  of  the  whole  family  of  American  Methodists. 

Radical  changes  in  our  economy  are  conceived  to  be  fraught  with 
danger.  After  having  so  long,  and  under  such  a  variety  of  circum- 
stances, proved  the  efficiency  of  our  existing  institutions,  we  conceive 
that  it  is  now  no  time  to.  go  into  untried  experiments.  The  leading 
features  <^  our  excellent  Book  of  Discipline,  we  have  every  reason  to 
believe,  commend  themselves  alike  to  the  enlighteiled  judgments  and 
to  the  pious  feelings  of  the  great  mass  of  our  people.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject they  hold  the  sentiment  expressed  in  the  language  of  our  Lord : 
*'  No  man  having  drunk  old  wine  straightway  desireth  new;  for  he 
aaith  the  old  is  better."  They  desire  to  continue  on  in  the  same  tried 
path,  and  preserve,  in  its  simplicity  and  pnri^,  Methodism  as  we  re- 
ceived it  from  our  fathers.  With  these  convictions,  we  should  prov« 
recreant  to  the  trust  committed  to  us  were  we  in  the  slightest  degree 
to  yield  to  the  spirit  of  innovation. 

A(W  this  free  expression  of  our  views  and  feelings  in  relatioa  to 
those  great  interests  which  naturally  come  under  review  in  such  ^ 
communication,  will  you,  breAren,  permit  us,  as  your  pastors  and  ser> 
▼ants,  for  Jesus*  sake,  to  "  stir  up  your  pure  minds  by  way  of  remem- 
brance," in  relation  to  several  important  duties,  which  at  the  present 
time  especially  demand  your  utmost  care  and  diligence  ? — 

X.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  means  of  grace  to  which  we  are  bound 
to  a^end  as  Christians,  there  are  certain  duties  which  are  obligatory 
on  us  as  Methodists.  Among  these  are  our  doss  meetings  and  Ufvi 
feasts.  Numerous  melaticholy  instances  have  proved  that  these 
means  cannot  be  wantonly  neglected  by  our  people  without  the  loss  of 
dieir  r^gious  comfort,  a  total  paralysis  of  their  ^iritual  energies^  and 
utter  us^essness  in  the  church.  As  you  then  desire  to  be  useful,  to 
be  happy,  and  to  glorify  God  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come,  we* 
beseech  yoli,  brethren,  never  for  a  moment  decline  in  your  attention  to 
these  precious  means  of  grace. 

2.  Exercise  the  utnMst  vigilance  and  care  over  the  moral  and  reli- 
gious training  of  the  rising  generation.  In  a  very  few  days  we  shall  be 
with  our  fathers :  and  it  is  for  us  now  to  say  what  influence  our  children 
•hall  exert  xipon  the  condition  of  society,  and  the  destinies  of  the 
world,  when  we  are  no  more.  Give  your  infant  offspring  to  God  in 
holy  baptism.  When  they  are  of  sufficient  age,  put  them  into  the 
sabbath  school,  impart  to  them  personal  religious  instruction,  pray  in- 
cessantly for  their  conversion  and  salvation,  and  by  all  means,  if  possi- 
ble, give  them  the  advantages  of  the  exceUent  institutions  of  learning 
which  have  been  reared  by  your  benevolent  and  praiseworthy  exertions. 

3*  We  would  also  apprize  you  who  are  heads  of  families  of  tfie  vast 
•importance  of  supplying  those  cofnmitted  to  your  trust  with  such 
readu^  as  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  them  wiser  and  better.  Pre- 
occupy their  attention  with  our  excellent  books  and  periodicals,  and  to 
the  utmost  of  your  power  guard  them  against  the  dreadful  tide  of  froth 
and  corruption  which  is  making  such  ravages  upon  the  intellectual  an4 
mocml  character  of  the  age»  under  the  general  tUle  of  novels*     Thea« 
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poblications,  with  rerj  few  exceptions,  like  the  dreadful  sirocco,  blast, 
and  wither^  and  destroy  wherever  they  ooHie.  Si^earinduciA^  a  state 
of  intellectual  languor,  and  blunting  the  moral  feehngs,  they  prepare 
the  young  Qiiad  for  the  more  open  and  decided  demoBstrataons  of  etror, 
in  the  Tarious  forms  of  infidelity,  or  make  it  an  easy  prey  to  the  &•- 
dnotipns  of  vice,  fiecollect  dutt  '*to<the  haagxy  soul  every  bitilor 
thing  is  swaaL"  Take  care,  then,  to  supply  the  appropriate  aliment 
of  the  mind  in  sofficient  Tariety  and  ab«i>dance,  that  Uiere  may  be  left 
BO  opening  for  the  entrance  of  these  mischievotts  agents. 

4.  We  furthermore,  exhort  you,  brethren,  not  to  forget  die  highland 
holy  object  of  our  organization.  We  pvofeaa  to  be  *^  a  company  of 
^en  ha^g  the  form  and  seeking  the  power  of  godliness ;  umied  in 
order  to  pray  together,  to  receive  the  word  of  exhortation,  and  to  help 
each  other  work  out  th#ir  salration.''    We  are  a-vduntlury  association, 

,o^ganiaedy  as  we  believe,  aceosding  to  ^  will  of  ewr  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  for  purposes  of  a  purely  spiritual  nature.  It  was  with  referoo^ 
to  ou^  mutujeJ  spiritual  edification  that  we  struck  hsosds  before  €k)d*s 
altar,*  and  gave  to  each  other  pledges  of  future  fid^ty.  Let  us  ^ea 
labour  to  £e  utmost  to  do  each  other  good,  paying  for  OBe<  another, 
"bearing  each, other's  bdrdensy  and  so  fulfilling  Si»  law  of  Ohtist,** 
"  forgiving  (m^  another  if  any  have  a  quarvd  agaaast  saothef*"  Our 
obligations  to  these  dutiea  we  took  upon  onrMhes  voluntanly,  and 
under  the  most  solemn  circumstances,  v  Caa  we  then  lightly  cast  ihem 
off)  or  claim  them  at  the<  hands  of  others,  when  we  will  not  disoharM 
them  ourselvcfi  t    Nay,  brethren,  they  are  mutual^  perpetaal,  inviotobtt. 

5.  We  exhort  and  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  tlM  tender  mereie^  of 
our  God,  that  you  strive  for  the  ^'miiid  that  was  in  Chnsl  Jesus."  Be 
not  content  with  mere  chil(Uiood  in  teiigion ;  but,  ^^havitig  the  princi- 
ples of  the  doctrines  of  Christ,  go  on 'unto  perfection."  The  docttiae  of 
■entir^^  soMOificati^,  constitutes  a  leading  feature  of  ori|rin4l  Mediodism. 
But  let  us  not  suppose  it  enough  to  have  this  doctrine  in  our  standards^: 
let  us  labour  to  have  the  experiencs  and  ihe  poumr  of  it  ia  am  Mirts. 
Be  assured,  brethren,  that  if  our  influence  and  naefidaessf  as  a  ^eli- 
■gioi^r  coounumty,  depend  Upon  one  thing  OKxe  than  any  otiwt,  it  is 
tipon  our  carryii^  mi  the  great  ddiftrine  e£  sanctification  in  our  tife 
and  ccmversation.  When  we  fail  to  do  due,  than  shall  weieeeour 
vre^eonnenGe ;  and  the  halo  of  glory  which  suitonnded  the  hrada,)Bnd 
lit  UP  the  path  of  our  sainted  fathers^^vfill  have/  dejpacted  itwA  ikmvA- 
worthy  sons.  O,  brethren,  let  your  mottd  be,  *'li6linesa.to  the  LordT 
*'  And  may  the  God  of  pesise  sanctify  yon  wholly,  and  we  piay  God, 
that  your  whole  spirit,  and  soul,  and  body^  be  presafved  blam^iki^ 

^unto  the  comiag  of  our  Loid  Jeaus  ChrisL  Faithful  is  he  that  caQeth 
jrou,  who  also  will  do  it."  / 

^  "  Finally,  brethren,  whatsofBver  things  are  true,  whatsoeiirer>thiigB'nib 
.hojouDst,. whatsoever  thaig»iffejdst,  adataaever  thiags  ate  puns,  adiatso^ 
ever  things  are  lovely,  whatsoever  things  are  of  g(K>d  report ;  if  tksis 
be  any  virtue,  if  Uiere.b^  aay  poaia^  Mnk  as  ^dieae  tUngs/^  And 
now,  we  <*  commend  y<m  to  Gad  and  the  vaid  ol  his  gfiaav  aOio  is 
irbk  to  buildj^yeo  up^  and  io  giva.yaa  aik  laheitiaaoa  ampag  ihma/that 
are  sanctified."    Amen.  .  r> 
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P.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  EDtJCATION. 

The  Comiiiitte^  on  Edaoation  beg  leare  to  report,  that  tke  instita- 
tions  of  learning  named  in  the  following  schedule  hare  been  tietum- 
^  to  them  88  being  .onder  the  patitaage,  and  more  or  less  mider  the 
'CODtn^,  of  the  Annual  Conferences  within  whose  territories  they  are 
.located.  They  are  named  in  the  order  in  which  the  Conferences  stand 
on  the  roll  of  the  General  Conference,  Viz.  ;-^ 

N^w-^York  Conference.-^Wesle3r8n  Universityi  White  Plains  Acad- 
may  J  and  Amenia  Seminary* 

;;    New-England  Conference. — ^Wesleyan  Uttirersity,  and  Wilbraham 
^{Academy. 

.[■  Maine  Conference.^*— Maine  Wesieyan  Seminary. 
^    New-Uiinipshire  Conference.^^Newbury  Seminary,  and  SouihNew- 
Markei  Seminary. 

■■'■  Troy  Conference.— 'Troy  Conference  Academy. 
(     Pittsburg  Conference; — ^Alleghany  College. 
, .    Erie  Conferencew — Alleghany  College, 

Black  Rim  Conference. — GouTemeur  High  Scbeol. 
.,,  Oneida  Ccoference. — Gowremear  Wesieyan  Seminary. 

Michigan  Conference. — ^Norwalk  Seminary,  Huron  co.,  Ohio, 
t     Genesee  Conference.— Genesee  Wesieyan  Seminary. 

Ohio  Conference. — Worthington  Female  Seminary,  Augusta  College, 
Blendon  Yomig  Men's  Seminary,  and  Canton  Female  Seminary. 

Missouri  Omferencov — St.  Charles  College. 
.    Illinois  €eBfereDee>*-^Kendreean  College. 
'    Kentucky  Confereaee. — Augusta  College. 
,.  Indiaaa  Gonierence.— Asbury  UniTorsity. 

^  Holston  Conference.*— Henxy  and  Emory  College,  and  HolstoQ 
CdUege. 

Tennessee  Conference.— La  Grange  College. 

Aikansas  ConfeieaOe^ — 
■^    Mississippi    Confetwsce.— <>Eliiabetli   Femde    Academy,    Emor^ 
.Aeademy,  Vicksburg  Academy,  Woodville  Female  Academy. 
:    Alatema  Conference^— La  Grange  College. 
;    Georgia  Confer6nee.->^£mofy  College,  Georgia  Female  College, 
Oeorgii^  Conference  Manual  Labour  School,  Collingsworth  Institute, 
Wesley  Msnaal  Labour  Sch0c4. 

•  Souili  Carolina  Coiiferenee. — Cokesbifry  Manual  Labour  School, 
cRandolph  Macon  College. 

i.  rNorth  Carolina  Conferenee.'^Raadolpb  Macon  College,  Clemons- 
Tille  Male  and  Female  Academy,  Greensboro'  Female  College,  Leas- 
dbi^  Aeademy. 

Virginia  Confeieafie.*- Randolph  Macon  College,  Femde  CdlegiAte 
^faatitute. 

i    BaltimiHre  Conteenee.-^DickinsoB  College, 
c    Pyiadel]^  Confeience.— DnduBson  €<^ege. 
;.    NeiVfJemy  Confereneew— Diddnson  College,  end  Pettnington  Male 
Seminary. 
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Thaae  ttttitalions  are  representad  to  be  in  a  ^airmg  com^bdon  m- 
,  eralljr ;  aonle  kava  funds  ioTeaied  to  an  aaioiint  sufficient  to  pay  their 
annual  expenses :  most  of  them^  howsTsr,  emrienee  embamtement 
for  want  of  a  siiffi<^ent  permanent  endowment.  Some  of  them  have 
eonnectsd  manual  labour  with  literary  instruction,  and  seyeral  of  those 
are  successfully  prosecuting  that  peculiarsystem  of  education,  l^e 
price  of  hoard  and  tuition  is  genenJIy  very  h>w,  perhaps  too  low,  and 
.  yoor  committee  believe,  that  in  some  instances  this  has  occasioned 
embarrassment,  which  might  have  been  avoided  without  impairing  the 
advantages  intended  to  be  secured.  The  salaries  of  the  officers  afe 
generally  moderate,  though  there  are  exceptions  to  this  remark ;  and  year' 
committee  belitfve  that  the  tn»tees  of  institutions  in  which  the  salaries 
are  too  large  would  promote  the  interesto  of  edneation  if  they  woM 
lake  the  earliest  opportunity  of  reducing  them^  Yet  it  must  be  remem- 
bered thit  no  invariable  standard  can  be  ixed,  and  that  the  true  value 
of  die  salary  can  only  be  estimated  from  the  relative  value  of  money 
10  the  commodities  which  are  to  be  purchased  by  it.  The  interest  n6w 
so  generally  msaifested  for  the  promotion  of  education  eonetttotes  the 
jpresent  age  ait  epoch  in  the  intellectual  history  of  our  tace,r-^t 
acaroely  requires  enceurageilMnt,  but  loudly  demands  direetion^  and 
.those  who  are  intrusted  wifh  the  guidance  i(  the  puUic  feeling  upon 
:  tlus  aiAjeot  sluKild  be  cSreful  n6t  to  waste  those  new-bom  energies  by 
,dispersion«  but  should  concentrate  them  upon  the  institutions  mojrt 
Ukely  10  be  extensively  useful,  until  they  are  perfected  and  permanentiy 


Your  committee  believe  that  the  advantages  of  education^  are  most 

widely  diffused  and  certainly  secnred,'by  multiplying  institutions  of 

learning  within  proper  limits,  but,  it  is  obvious  enough  that  if  their 

number  is  too  great  to  admit  of  their  being  competently  endowed^  the 

ends  of  dieir  creation  must  be  defeated  ;  it  is  certainly  wise  pdlicy, 

f  therefore,  for  the  different  Annual  Conferences  (o  secure  l!he  permk- 

nenoe  of  those  already  establidied,  before  they  attempt  to  found  otheie. 

In  regard  to  the  oeurse  of  studies  to  be  pursued  in  our  lilsfary  institn- 

tsoBS,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  eaUed  in  the 

-  Address  of  the  Bishops,  and  by  a  resolution  of  the  Balliniore  Oenfer- 

eticlBt,  t]My  believe  that  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  lay  down  a  couee 

w^h  should  be  pursued  in  all  oases.    The  Board  of  Trustees  and 

.  Faculties  will  desire  to  exercise  some  control  in  this  matter^  and  it 

^eeems  to  your  committee  proper  that  they  should.    There  is  a  wide 

smd  allowaUe  difKirence  of  opinion  upon  ^  the  suliject,  and  an  attempt 

•  to  produce  uniformity  would  be  most  likely  to.oaase  dissatisfaetion, 

.without  accomplishing  the  oliject ;  iblil  your  committee  do  not  hesitate 

-le  recommend  that  the  commonly*  received  English  version  of  the  Bible 

should  be  intioduced  into  every  school  and  college,  and  that  it  should 

i  be  studied  according  to  seme  system  which  may  be  adopted  by  the 

'  different  Boards  of  Instruction  in  their  several  institutiona,  and  in  those 

c  institutions  wliich  enbrace  the  anoiettt  languages,  they  recommend  that 

the  Old  and  New  Testaments  be  atedied  in  the  originals. erilicaUy ; 

<thMr  al^   reoommend  that  the  <*  Evidences  of  Chrisliani^,''  and 

u^* J&odeaiastical  History,"  constitete iipart  of  die  regular: eottre^  ii dl 
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•WMfiefea  and  vaAvermiiBBi  When  it  is  nnieflri^tfMd^  tibrt  liMdieii 
mytholoj^,  RcHnan  and  Gfacian  archeology,  and  psotee  hlMotv;  mi^r 
•into  the  legular  covne  nf  most  litemy  inBtitncions,  and  ate  itelievikl 
to  be  essential  to  the  education  of  an  aeooinpliriied  scholar,  it  can  neM 
kit  little  aifument  to  jHrore  that  imowledge,  so  ranch  more  impoifsiit, 
efaonld  be  imparted  to  the  stodenu  .  . 

Yonr  eomnattee  vecommend  that  in  all  iMe  nniTersities  sad  colleges 
under  the  control  of  the  church,  the  kistraction  given  itf  every  depiit- 
ident  of  science  and  Hteratnre,  in  their  broadest  sense,  be  yW^and 
thorough*    Some^rgmnents  may  be  urged  in  favour  of  a  limiied  ediid^ 
lioQ,  none  can  hare  weight  in  favour  of  a  supettickd"  one :  a  limited 
education  is  better  than  none,  and  one  who  cannot  take  a  fidl  osune^ 
amy  be  greatly  profited  by  a  psitial  one,  provided  it  itf  thorough;  but 
those  who  are  superficially  tau^t,  have  lost  the^  time  and  ^non^y,  and 
at  the  ok)se  of  their  collegiate  education  srehelpless  in  themselves  aald 
«S8les&4o  the  community.    It  is  a  happy  «men  to  the  wmid,  that  dto 
^  church  generally  is  awaking  to  the  sense  of  its  Tespon«bitity  in  ptb- 
iWng  for,  sustaining,  ahd  directing  pnbhc  education^    tt  must  not 
shrink  from  this  responsibility  ;  it  cannot  without  hasarding  the  most 
fatal  consequences.     Mind,   energized  by  its  own'  exertiotis,  asd 
'  furnished  from  the  armories  of  science,  unless  controlled  by  the 
restriaints,  and  guided  by  the  counsels  of  religion,  becomes  die  mo^t 
powerful  auxiliary  which  infidelity  and  vice  evnr'won  over  to>  their 
-cause ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  intellect-***  bienght  into  oaptivity 
to  the  obedience  of  Christ,"  august  in  the  integrity  of  its  object  aMd  the 
'  directness  of  its  means,  vigorous  ftom  the  conc<ininition>  of  power  to 
cfM  end,  and  invigorated  by  the  special  blessing  of  >  God,  grren  to  those 
.who  seek  to  honour  him,  when  supplied  with  the  avgusisnr  which  the 
leaiining  of  this  age  Aimishes-^bMimes  a  champion  for  Christianity, 
.  before  whom  infidelity,  superstition,  and  bigotry,  must  <;ower  and  §A. 
It  is  readily  conceded  that  principles  of  nmality  should  be  teught  as 
noon  aa  they  can  be  understood.    It  ine^tably  fUldws  that  reiaiion» 
.iHiick  ftmtshes  the  only  incontrovertible  arguments  to  prove  ^e>obiiga- 
^tioBS  of  terality,  and  the  only  sanction  which  can  etifolnee  its  precepts, 
^riwidd  be  taught  still  eariier  ;  and  that  aH  iusowledge-^  Which  is  s^- 
wnrd  tmpsrted  should  be  harraonited  with  it.    The  odglect  of  ^ns 
obvious  duty  has  caused  the  strange  rssifit  thai  edhcation  fosistod 
.•infidelity.    It  first  grew  out  of  the  ^ortr  made  to  improve  thoigrois 
abaurdities  and  foul  delbrmitieis  of  a  godless  and  misealied  Christiani^' 
•upon  t^  mkid ;  and,  unhitppily^  has  been  snfifered  to  contkbos 'after  dM 
,.oanse  ceased  to  exist.    It  should t be  so  no  lonaer.     Science^  in  its 
conventional  sense,  is  a  knowledge  of  the  works  of  G^  the  laws 
whiblr  govern  them,  their  relations  to  each  t)thev,  and  their  combina- 
tion into  one  harmootoos  whole,    hs  discoveries  deoionsMfe  Um 
«-ttdstencetiOf  a  God ;  and  leavning,  in  its  wideit  selisoy  nrrHnfting^  aiid 
^eoncentating  the  fads,  propss,  by  a  ^remnatantiiJity  bf  evidanoe  sad 
m  dinselaess  of  inferenoe  which  are  irresistiUe,^iat  this  ^ijkod  is  the 
:  God  ef  the  Bible,  the  Father  of  our  Lord  aad  Savioot  Jesus  Chrim ; 
taud'the  time  has  come  whon^  if  the  diuroh  is  tnie  tofaertrusi^  leaimlig 
ihviil  ho  titt  gr^  ageal  in:  promatii^f  religion,  hy  every  one  of  ber^ttti 
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dipmtand.iiistnunenlalideg, and  ov«r  alt  th»faea<of  ^a  eaitli;  la TieW 
of  the  premises,  yoar  committee  believe  that  no  jealousy  should  be  felt 
in  Delation  to  the  qalla  which  our  schools  aad  cc^eges  are  msJang 
iipon  the  ministry  for  teachers  and  professors.  The  number  required 
will  be  necessarily  small  in  proportion  to  the  whole  number  of  minttterst 
and  when  they  a^e  otherwise  properly  qualified,  they  are  undoubtedly 
the  most  suitable  persons  to  be  employed  in  the  business  of  educatioiLi 
No  fear  need  be  entertained  lest  their  labour  ehodd  be  too  tight,  ok 
that  they  should  become  effeminate  and  self-indulgent;  a  little  experi-* 
ence  would  soon  remove  such  appr^ensioos*  Your  committee  «im  100 
no  good  reason  why  preachers  ori  trial  should  not  be  appointed  to  sdhools 
i^id  colleges. 

,  Your  committee  do  not  believe  that  the  Conference  should  make  any 
regulation  controlling  or  limiting  the  episcopal  power  of  atatieningthg 
pi:«acberp,  and  in  answer,  Uierefore,  to  the  question  asked  by  the 
Supeiintendents  in  their  Address  whether  an  appointment  to  seminiiriali 
^  leanting,  when  an  Annual  (Dooierence  requests  such  a  one  to  bd 
mf^e^  renders  it  obligatory  upon  the  Bishop  to  comply  with  the  request  ? 
would  recommend  that  it  be  answered  in  the  negaiive, 

ixk  conclusion,  your  committee,  in  view  of  the  rast  importance  of  this 
gKjsat  tiust  committed  to  the  church,  ibt  the  purpose  of  making  a  per* 
manent  provision  for  sustaining  ow  litenu^  inatitutions,  recommend  the^ 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  viz.  ;—*- 

Reisolved,  That  any  Annual  Conference  may  direct  public  coUec- 
tiona>to  be  taken  up.  by  the  preachers  in  charge  of  ciretits  and  stations, 
in  each  society,  once  in  each  year,  ibr^e  purpose  of  sustaining  the 
literary  institutions  under  its  control  or  patronage,  if  it  should  yaSge  it 
eitpedient  so  to  do,  or  may  adopt  such  other  ilieasure  for  that  end  an 
may  seem  to  the  members  thereof  most  advisable. 
Ail  which  is  respeotfiiUy  submitted, 

loifATivs  A.  FRWyChakmtmi,    ^ 

BaUimore,  May  29/A,  1849. 


G.— CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOLUNION 
OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH., 

Aiticle  I— The  title  of  this  association  shall  be,  *< The  Sunday 
School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.** 

Art.  II. — The  object  of  this  society  shadl  be,  to  promote  the  cause 
of  Sabbath  Schools  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
ai^d  thus  by  a  careful  religious  training  of  those  who  may  be  brought 
within  its  influence,  seek  to  promote  the  glory  of  God  and  the  happiness 
of  mankind. 

Art.  III. — ^The  payment  of  one  dollar  annually  shall  constitute  a 

member  of  this  society;  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  or  more,  at  one 

•  time,  shall  constitute  a  member  for  life ;  and  the  payment  of  fifty 

dollars,  at  one  time,  a  director  for  life.    Atty  Sunday  School,  Sunday 
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School  Spoieqr,  or  TJnion,  vmj  become  auxiliary  by  exptressihg  ft  wfs^ 
to  that  effect)  and  by  forwarding  yearly^  without  expense  to  this  Bociety, 
a  copy  of  its  aninud  report  and  a  list  of  its  officers.  An  Annual  Con- 
ference, promoting  the  objects  of  this  society,  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
a  Vice-President. 

Art.  IV. — The  funds  of  the  society  shall  be  expended  at  the  discre- 
tion of  ihe  Board  of  Managers,  in  defraying  the  current  expenses  of 
the  Union«  and  in  forwarding  the  objects  contemplated  by  the  second 
article  of  the  Constitution. 

In  all  cases  of  application  for  aid,  if  relief  be  deemed  necessary,  it 
shall  be  granted  in  books,  unless  the  circumstances  seem  to  demand 
the  appropriation  of  money.  In  case  of  more  calls  on  the  Board 
for  aid  than  they  can  meet,  they  shall  appropriate  to  the  relief  of  the 
most  necessitous  cases  first,  without  respect  to  location. 

Art.  V. — ^Tfae  Board  of  Managers  shalLconsist  of  a  Presidont,  who 
shall  be  the  senior  Bisbopof  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  of  Vice- 
Presidents,  who  shall  be  the  remaining  Bishops,  ranking  according  to 
seniority  in  office,  the  Conference  Vice-Presidents,  and  two  other  Vice- 
Presidents,  chosen  annually  by  the  society  ;  a  Corresponding  Secre<^ 
tary,  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  twenty-fonr  lay  members, 
and  the  traveUing  preachers  station^  in  the  city  and  ootm^'of  New* 
York,  or  engag^  in  the  Book  Room,  together  with  the  Presiding^ 
Elder  of  the  New-Yprk  district. 

Art.  VI. — ^The  annual  meeting  of  this  society  shall  be  held  on  the 
second  Wednesday  in  April,  when  the  Corresponding  Secretary  shall 
sobnnt  the  annual  report,  the  Treasurer  exhibit  ft  certified  statement  of 
his  accounts,  and  the  election  of  officers  and  nianagers  for  the  ensuing 
year  be  held.  There  shall  also  be*  held  an  anniversary  meeting  of  the 
society,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  may  appoint. 

Art.  VII. — ^The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  the  power  to  form 
their  own  by-laws ;  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  during  the  year  ;  to  call 
special  meetings  of  the  society  whenever  they  shall  dee^in  necessary  ; 
to  prepare  and  circulate  such  Sunday-School  information,  appeals,  or 
directions,  as  they  may  think  proper ;  to  give  orders  on  the  Book  Agents 
for  such  books  as  may  be  needed ;  and  to  transact  such  other  business 
as  of  right  belongs  to  their  station,  and  which  the  interests  of  the 
Union  may  dema^. 

Art.  VIII.---Thi8  Constitution  cannot  be  altered  except  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  then  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  society  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpoiie, 
after  at  least  one  month's  public  notice ;  or  by  the  sopiety,  on  the 
recommoodation  of  the  General  Conference, 
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H.— REPORT  ON  THE  WESTMORELAND  PETITION, 

Tke  commitiee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  appeal  of 
some  fifteen  official  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Gharch  in 
Westmoreland  circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  aOegvd 
withholdment  of  figl^t  from  a  portion  of  the  local  ministry  within  the 
limits  of  that  Conference,  and  to  whom  was  likewise  referred  the  re* 
port'of  the  judiciary  committiee  upon  a  similar  remonstrance  from  the 
same  division  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  signed  by  about  thirty  offi* 
cial  members  of  the  church,  and  addressed  to  the  General  Conference 
in  18^6,  after  giving  to  the  subject  the  attention  its  obvious  importance 
demands,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  delir 
berations: — 

The  particular  portion,  or  rather  general  section  of  country  in  whidi 
these  remonstrances  have  their  origin,  although  belonging  to  the  Bal- 
timore Conference,  is  found  within  the  limits  of  the  state  of  Virginia"; 
and  the  memorialists  represent  in  strong  but  respectful  terms,  that 
local  preachers  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Baltimore  Conference^ 
but  residing  in  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  have,  in  consklerattv 
numbers,  and  for  a  succession  of  years,  been  rejected  as  applicants  lor 
deacon's  and  elder's  orders  in  the  ministry,  solely  on  the  ground  of 
their  being  slaveholders,  or  the  owners  of  slaves,  In  the  memorials 
referred  to  it  is  distinctly  stated,  that  election  and  ordination  hav» 
been  withh^d  from  the  applicants  in  question  on  no  oUier  ground  ai 
pretence  dian  that  of  their  being  the  owhera  of  slave  property ;  and  it 
18  further  argued  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  avows  this  to  be  the 
only  reason  of  the  course  they  pursue,  and  which  is  4x>mplained  of  bf 
the  petitioners.  The  appellants  allege  further,  that  the  laws^  of  Vir^ 
ginia  relating  to  slavery  forbid  emancipation,  except  under  restricdons, 
and  subject  to  contingencies  amounting,  to  M  intents  and  puposes,  to 
a  prohibition ;  and  that  the  Discipline  of  the  church  having  provided 
for  the  ordination  of  ministers  thus  circumstanced,  the  course  porsuedl 
by  the  Baltimore  Conference  operates  as  an  abrklgment  of  right,  and 
therefore  furnishes  just  ground  of  complaint.  The  memorialists  regard 
themselves  as  clearly  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the  well-known  pro** 
visional  exception  to  the  general  rule  on  this  subject  fouqd  in  the  Dis- 
cipline ;  and  assume  with  confidence,  and  argue  with  .firmness  and 
ability,  that  no  other  objection  being  found  to  the  character  of  candidates 
for  ordination,  it  is  a  departure  from  the  plain-  intendment  of  the  law 
in  the  case,  and  a  violation  of  not  less  express  ^mpact  than  of  social 
iOstice,  to  withhold  ordination  for  reasons  which  the  previsions  of  th» 
law'  plainly  declare  are  not  to  be  considered  as  a  forfeiture  of  rigbJL 
It  is  s^t  forth  in  the  argument  of  the  appellants,  that,  attaching  them« 
selves  to  the  church  as  citi^cens  of  Virginia,  where,  in  the  obvious 
s^nse  of  the  Discipline,  emancipation  is  impracticable,  the  holding  of 
slaves,  or  failure  to  emancipate  them,  cannot  be  plead  in  bar  to  th«i 
right  of  ordination,  as  is  the  case  in  states  where  emancipation,  as  de* 
fined  and  qualified  by  the  rule  in  the  case,  is  (bund  to  be  practicable. 
In  the  latter  ease  the  ^estion  is  within  the  jurisdietioD  of  the  ehnrc^, 


inaaiinieh  as  the  holding  or  not  holding  erf*  property  of  this  kind  de- 
pends not  upon  the  consiiliition  uid  Tegulation  of  civil  proper^,  but 
upon  the  will  and  purpose  of  indiyiduals.  Under  such  circumstances 
fte  conduct  in  question  is  voluntary,  and  in  every  .final  sense  the  re- 
snlt  of  choice.  In  the  fcmner^  however,  where  eaancipotian  is  re* 
iisted  by  the  pvehiintion  of  law,  it  may  be  otherwiBe ;  and  in  many  in^ 
stances  is  known  to  be  resulting  entirely  from  the  involuntary  relatioiis 
and  ciroumstaBces  of  individual  connected  with  (be  very  structure  of 
oivil  polity,  and  the  force  and  array  of.  public  opinioq  and  popular  in- 
terest* The  memorialists  advert  to  the  fact,  ihst  we  have  in  the  Die- 
eipline  two  distinct  classes  of  legislative  provision  in  relation  to 
sUvecy-«*the  one  appljring  to  owners  of  slaves  where  emaacipatian  is 
ptaeticable,  consistently  with  the  interests  of  master  and  slaves*  and 
the  other  where  it  is  impracticable  without  endangering  such  safety, 
itod  these  iateieste  on  the  part  of  both.  With  the  former,  knoium  as 
the  general  rule  on  this  subject,  the  petitioners  do  not  interfere  in  ai^r 
way,  and  are  content  simply  to  place  themselves  under  the  protectioft 
ef  the  latter  as  contracting  parties  with  the  church ;  and  the  ground 
gf  complaint  is  that  the  church  has  failed  to  redeean^  the  pledge  of  its 
•wn  laws,  by  refusing  m  failing  to  promote  to  office  ministers,  in 
whose  case  no  disability  attachea  on  the  ground  of  slavery,  because 
tbe  disability  attaching  in  other  cases  is  here  removed  by  special  pro«^ 
vision  of  law,  and  so  &r  leaves  the  right  to  ordination  clea;  and  «n-: 
doafated,  and  hence  the  complaint  against  the  Baltimore  ConfereAoe. 
In  ftohor  prosecution  of  the  duty  asingned  them,  your  committee  have 
carefully  examined  the  law,  and  inquired  into  the  system  of  slavery  as 
il  exists  in  Yir^nia,  and  find  the  representation  of  the  meraoiialists 
essentially  oorreet.  The  conditions  with  which  emancipation  is  bur- 
daned  in  that  commonwealth,  preclude  the  practjcabili^  of  giving^ 
freedom  to  slaves  as  contemplated  in  the  DisdpUne,  except  in-  ex- 
nremety  rate  inatancea — si^  one  in  a  thousand,  and  possibly  not  mow 
Aan  one  in  five  thousand.  The  exception  in  the  Discipline  is  there- 
Imw  stricdy  applteaUe  to  ail  the  minbters  and  members  of  the  Metho- 
fiat  Episcopal  Church  holding  alaves  in  Virginia,  and  they  appear 
deaily  eatided  to  the  benefit  «f  the  rule  made  and  provided  in  suck 


.  As  emaaoipatioa  under  such  circumstances  ia  not  a  requkement 
'  of  Discipline,  it  oannot  be  made  a  condition  of  eligibility  to  office. 
An  appeal  to  the  policy  and  practice  of  the  church  for  fifty  years  past 
will  show  incontestibly,  that,  whatever  may  have  been  the  convictions 
of  the  chureh  with  regard  to  tibia  great  evil,  the  nature  and  tendency 
ef  the  synten  of  slavery,  it  has  never  insisted  upon  emancipation  in 
cotitraveatiott  of  civil  authority ;  and  it  therefore  appears  to  be  a  well- 
settled  and  long-e83tsiblished  princifde  in  the  polity  of  the  church  that^ 
no  ecelesiaatioal  disabilities  are  intended  to  ensue  either  to  the  minia- 
tars  or  jnembi^rs  of  the  church  in  those  states  where  the  civil  authori^ 
forbids  emancipation.  The  general  rule  therefore  distinctly  and  invari- 
ably veqniiing  emancipation  as  the  ground,  of  right,  and  the  condition  of 
ckun  to  ordinslion  where  the  laws  of  the  several  states  admit  of  eman- 
c^MtiOn,  and  peneit  the  liberated  ^ve  to  enjoy  freedom,  and  which»  ia 
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the  judgment  of  your  commitlee,  $hoiild  always  be  casied  mto  Hkd 
With  unyielding  firmness,  does  not  e|^y  to  your  memo^aliAts*  and 
eannoty  by  any  fair  construction  of  law,  affect  Uieir  rights. 

Qn  the  othetr  hand,  your  committee  have  given  the  most  carefid 
consideradon  to  the  position  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  complained 
of  hj  the  appellants.  The  journals  of  th«)  sevenl  semoas  of  the 
Baltmiore  Conference,  for  a  series  of  yea^  have  been  oare&Uy 
examined,  and  found  to  be  silent  on  thp  subject  of  the  rejections  in 
question,  except  the  single  statement  that  A,  B,  and  C,  firom  time  te 
time,  applied  u>r  admission  or  orders,  and  were  rejected.  We  find  ne 
rule  or  reason  of  action,  no  evidence  of  preconcertion,  no  grounds. or 
reasons  of  rejection,  stated  in  any  form,  directly  or  indirectly.  No*' 
thing  of  this  kind  is  avowed  in,  or  found  upon  the  foce  of  the  jeumala 
of  that  body.  The  charge  of  particular  motives,  h  occurs  to  your 
committee,  cannot  be  sustained  m  the  instance  of  a  deliberative  bio^. 
say  the  Baltimore  Conference,  unless  it  appears  in  evidence  that  the 
motives  have  been  avowed  by  a  majority  of  the  Conference ;  and  it  is 
not  in  proof  that  the  Conference  has  ever  had  an  actioi^  to  this  effee;!, 
whatever  may  have  been  the  declaration  of  individuals  sustaining  the 
charge  of  the  appellants.  The  fact  charged  without  reference  to  mp^ 
tives,  that  there  has  been  a  long  list  of  rejections,  both  as  it  regards 
admission  into  the  travelling  connection  and  ordination^,  yratil  the 
exception  seems  to  be  piade  &  general  rule,  is  undoul^itedly  true,  nfii 
is  not  denied  by  the  defendants.  The  evidenc^e,  however^  in  relaliea 
te  specific  reasons  and  motiven  is  defective,  and  does  not  appear  Ss 
sustain  the  charge  of  a  contravention  of  right  by  any  direct  accredited 
action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  had  in  the  premises. 

That  this  view  of  the  subject  presents  a  seiions  diffioidty,  is  feh 
by  your  committee,  and  must  be  so  by  all.  The  rule  a^^i^caUe  in 
this  case  allows  an  Annual  Conference -to  elect  under  the  cirown^ 
stances ;  but  does  not,  and,  from  the  very  nalui?e.and  obityBi^  of  4ii 
case,  cannot  require  it.  Among  the  unqnestiened  constitutional  rights 
of  our  Annual  Conferences^  is  that  of  acting  freely,  without  eny  eeear 
pulsory  direction,  in  the  exercise  of  ipdiv^uai  fran/^lnse*  Election 
here  is  plainly  an  assertion  of  personal  right  on  the  part  of  the  ditta^ 
ent  members  composing  the  bodv,  with  regard  to  which,  the  claim  te 
question  or  challenge  motives  does  not  belong  even  to  the  Geaerat 
Conference,  unless  the  result  has  turned  upcm  avowed  cdnsideratiooe 
unknown  to  the  law  and  rule  in  the  case.  The  jouxnal  of.  the  C<mr 
ference  is  the  only  part  of  its  history  of  which  this  body  htfir  cogni- 
sance, and  to  extend  such  co^^izance  to  the.  reasons  and  motives  <^ 
individual  membera  of  Conferences  not  declared  to  be  the  gtisnmi  oi. 
action  by  a  majority,  would  be  to  establish  a  rule  at  onee^  subversive 
of  the  righu  and  independence  of  Annual  Conferences.  In  the  veiy 
nature  of  the  case  an  Annual  Confer ence  must  possess  the  righl  oC 
firee  and  uncontrolled  determination,  not  only  in  the  chqiice  of  its  mejSiT 
hers,  but  in  all  its  elections,  and,  keeping  within  the  limits  aaiiresQri«< 
tiops  of  its^  charter  as  foun4  m  the  Discipline,  can  only  he  eontielM 
in  the  exercise  of  such  right  by  moral  and  relative  ^onaideraUmiai 
s^onneieted  w:ith  the  intelligei(^oetai|4  interests  of  the  body.    , .    - 
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The  memomlists  prayed  the' last  General  Conference,  and  they 
again  ask  tliis,  to  inteifere  autbbritatiTely,  by  change  or  constmction 
of  rule,  80  as  to  afford  relief;  and  in  failure  to  do  so,  in  the  memorial 
of  18^,  they  a^  to  be  set  off  to  the  Virginia  Conferen6e,  as  the  only 
remaining  reikiedy.  In  their  present  petition  they  are  silent  on  the 
subject  of  a  transfer  to  Virginia.  Under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  aiid  taking  into  the  account  the  probabilities  of  f\iture  action  in 
the  pemi^es,  your  committee  cannot  but  regard  this  as  the  only  con- 
clusive remedy.  But  how  far  this  may  be  considered  as  relatively 
practicable,  or  whether  advisable  in  view  of  all  the  interests  involved, 
the  committee  have  no  means  of  determining,  and  therefore  leave  it  %6 
the  judgment  of  those  who  have.  That  the  petitioners,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline,  whether  said  provisions  be  right 
or  wrong;  are  entitled  to  remedy,  your  committee  cannot  for  a  moment 
doubt,  inasmuch  as  they  are  labouring,  and  have  been  for  years,  under 
practical  disabilities  actually  provided  against  by  the  Discipline  of  the 
church.  The  alleged  grievance  is  by  the  petitioners  themselves 
regarded  ^s  one  of  administration,  not  of  law.  No  change  of  legisla- 
tion is  asked  for,  unless  this  body  prefer  it ;  aiid  it  does  not  appear  to 
your  committee  to  be  Called  for  by  any  view  of  the  subject  they  have 
been  able  to  take. 

Your  committee  ate  unwilling  to  close  this  brief  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, without  anxiously  suggesting  that,  as  it  is  one  of  the  utmost 
imporCance,  and  intense  delicacy  in  its  application  and  bearings 
tkroughotit  our  entire  country,  involving  in  greater  or  less  degree  the 
hopes  and  fears,  the  anxieties  and  interests  of  millions,  it  must  be 
expected  that  great  variety  of  opinions  and  diversity  of  conviction  and 
feeling  will  be  found  to  exist  in  relation  to  it,  and  most  urgently  call 
ibr  the  exercise  of  mutual  forbearance  and  reciprocal  good  will  on  the 
part  of  all  concemed.  May  not  the  principles  and  causes  giving  birth 
and  perpetuity  to  great  moral  and  political  systems  or  institutions  be 
regarded  aci  evil,  even  essentially  evil,  in  every  primary  aspect  of  the^ 
fli^bject,  without  the  implication  of  moral  obliquity  on  the  part  of  those 
involuntarily  connected  with  such  systems  and  institutions,  and  provi« 
dentially  involved  in*  their  operation  and  consequences  ?  May  not  a 
tyst^m  of  this  kind  be  jealously  regarded  as  in  itself  more  or  less 
tnconsistei^t  with  natural  right  and  moral  rectitude,  without  the  im- 
putation of  guih  and  derelibt  motive,  in  the  instance  of  those  who, 
without  any  choice  or  purpose  of  their  own,  are  necessarily  subjected 
to  its  influence  and  sway  ? 

Can  ft  be  considered  as  just  or  reasonable  to  hold  individuals 
respcmsible  for  the  destiny  of  circumstances  over  which  they  have  no 
control  r  ThuiB  conditioned  in  the  organic  arrangements  and  distri- 
bntiontt  of  society,  is  there  any  necessary  connection  between  the 
m<Hral  character  of  the  individual  and  that  of  the  system  ?  In  this 
way  the  roodifyihg  influence  of  unavoidable  agencies  or  circumstances 
in  die  formation  of  character  is  a  well-known  principle,  and  one  of 
universal  recognition  in  law,  morals,  and  reUgion,  and  upon  which  aU 
ateiiilityat}on  of  laif,  not  unjust  and  oppressive,  must  proceed.  And 
your  committee  know  of  no  reason  why  &e  rule  is  inapplic^e,  or 
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Aodd  not  oMlIb,  iii  relation  to  the  subject  of  this  t^port.  In  eon^ 
ohisiofi,  your  committee  would  exprees  the  deliberate  opinion  tbat, 
while  the  general  role  on  the  snbfect  of  slavery,  relating  to  those 
states  only  whbse  laws  admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  -die  Ite- 
rated slare  to  enjoy  freedom,  sh&tdd  be  frndy  <*nd  constantly  enforced^ 
the  exception  to  the  general  rule  applying^  to  those  states  where 
emancipation,  as  defined  abo^e,  is  not  practicable,  should  be  recog- 
nised sad  protected  ^ith  equal  firmness  and  wwaftudity.  The  com- 
mitlee  respectftilly  suggest  to  the  Conferen6e  the  propriety  of  adopt- 
ing the  foUowing  resolution : 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That,  under  the  provisional  excep- 
tion of  the  general  rule  of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  mere  ownership  of  slave  property,  in 
states  or  territories,  where  the  laws  do  not  admit  of  emancipation,  ind 
permit  Uie  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  freedom,  constitutes  no  legal  barr 
lier  to  the  election  or  ordination  of  ministers  to  the  various  griides  of 
office  loiowii  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
ciannbt,  therefore,  be  considered  as  operating  any  forfeiture  of  righli 
in  view  of  such  election  and  ordination. 


I.— AMERICAN  BIBLE  S6CIETY. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  llev.  Jbhn 
S.  Mitchell,  agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  beg  leave  to  pre- 
sent the  following,  as  the  result  of  their  deliberation : — 

The  General  Conference  of  ]  836,  by  resolution,  advised  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Bible  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  a 
view  to  unite,  as  a  denomination,  in  the  promotion  of  the  extended  and 
benevolent  objects  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  In  compliance 
with  this  advice,  the  Bible  Society  of  our  own  church  was,  by  mutual 
consent,  dissolved  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  last  General  Con- 
ference ;  and  your  committee  are  happy  to  be  able  to  report,  that  a 
large  majority  of  the  Annual  Conferences  have  expressed,  by  resolu- 
tions, their  approbation  of  the  measure,  and  have  advised  the  ministers, 
members,  and  friends  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  co-operate 
with  the  American  Bible  Society  in  her  noble  enterprise — an  enter- 
prise which  contemplates  nothing  short  of  the  universal  circulation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  *'  without  note  or  comment."  This  step,  it  is  be- 
lieved, was  dictated  alike  by  a  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church,  and  the  cause  of  our  common  Christianity 
in  general ;  and  it  was  hailed  as  a  new  and  interesting  period  in  the 
history  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

Of  this,  the  managers  of  that  institution  have  given  the  most  un- 
equivocal testimony  by  donations  of  the  Bibles  and  the  Testamenu, 
both  for  our  missions  and  sabbath  schools.  To  reciprocate  these  be- 
nevolent acts,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  Annual  Conference  to  encourage  the  formation  of  Bible  Socio- 
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committee  are  alyo  of  opmioiiy  tliat  the  use  of  the  Hply  Son^iaie%  as 
axlMs  book  ib  conunoii schook  and  eeninanes  of  leacnug,  ia  mi  ob- 
ject of  sreat  importance  both  to  the  cfamch  and  to  the  wwM.  Theea 
Teaeiabie  xecordiy  fiontaining  as  they  do  Ae  aeeda  of  all  nMM 
knowledge,  the  only  infallible  atandaid  ef  morality,  and  the  only  sure 
promise  of  eternal  life,  should,  aa  we  think,  be  pni  into  tba  hands  of 
the  rising  genoEatiop^  at  as.  early  a  period  of  life  aa  is  pnaclicable. 
Finally,  yonr  conmiittee  would  respectfulfy  suggest  whether,  in  new  , 
of  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chq^^with  the  great  inte- 
rests of  the  American  BiUe  Society,  proYision  ought  nol  to  ^  made  at 
this  General  Conference  for  the  appointment  of  traToUiag  ministora  as 
agents  of  said  institution. 

In  view  of  all  diese  facts,  your  committee  would  respectfully  reoom- 
mend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions,  na^ — 

1.  Resolved,  That  vfe  highly  approve  of  the  course  pursued  by 
4ose  Annual  Conferenoes  which  have  acted  in  Duvoiir  of  the  obfeds 
of  the  American  Bible  Society,  by  reconunending  to  our  minialera  and 
people  generally  to  unite  with  its  auxiliaries,  and  to  co-operate  with 
the  aeents  of  that  institution. 

2.  Kesolved,  That  we  highly  i^iprove  of  the  use  of  the  Bible  as  a 
class  book  in  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  will  use  our 
efforts  for  its  introduction  into  such  schools  and  seminaries. 

All  which  is  le^ectfuUy  snbmittad, 

N.  LsviNos,  Ckainmm, 
BaUimon,  Ua^,  1840. 
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UST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


New-York  Conference— Nathan  Bangs,  Stephen  Olin,  Phineas 
Rice,  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  George  Peck,  John  B.  Stratten,  Peter 
P.  Sandford,  Fitch  Reed,  Samuel  D.  Ferguson^  Stephen  Mardndale, 
Marvin  Richardson. 

Providence  Conference — John  Lovejoy,  Frederick  XJpham,  San- 
ford  Benton,  Paul  Townsend. 

New-Enoland  Conference — James  Porter,  Dexter  8.  King,  Ph!* 
neas  CrandaU,  Charles  Adams,  George  Piclcering. 

Maine  Conference — Moses  Hill,  Ezekiel  Robinson,  Daniel  B. 
Randall,  Charles  W.  Morse,  John  Hohart,  Heman  Nickerson,  0<eorg6 
Webber. 

New-Hampshire  Conference— EUhn  Scott,  Jared  Peridne,  Sam- 
uel Kelly,  Schuyler  Chamberlain,  John  G.  Dow,  Justin  SpauMing, 
Charles  D.  Gahoon,  William  D.  Casa. 

Troy  Conference — ^Trumaa  Seymour,  John  M.  Wevei,  Jimes 
Covel,  Tobias  Spicer,  Seymour  CoUnan,  James  B.  Heughtaling^  Imo 
T.Peck. 

Black  River  Conference — ^Albert  D.  Peck,Aami  Adam»»  Gii^d- 
aer  Baker,  W.  W.  Niade. 

Oneida  Conference — John  M.  Snyd^,  Silas  Comtek  Nelaei^ 
Rounds,  David  A.  Shepherd|  Henry  F.  Row,  Elias'Bowen,  David 
Holmes,  Jr.  .  ' 

Genesee  Conference — Glezen  Filmore,  Samuel  Luckejv  AUen 
Steele,  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  Schuyler  Seager,  Asa  AbeU,  wiDiasi 
Hosmer,  John  B.  Alverson.  » 

Erie  Conference — ^John  J.  Steadma^,  John  Bain,  Georgt  W. 
Clarke,  John  Robinson,  Timothy  Goodwin. 

Pittsburg  Conference — William  Hunter,  Homer  J.  Clarke  John 
Spencer,  Simon  Elliott,  Robert  Boyd,  Samuel  Wakefield,  James  JDrum- 
mond. 

Ohio  Conference—- Charles  Elliott,  William  H.  Rapei^  Bdmimd 
W.  Sehon,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  James  B.  Finley,  Leonidas  L.  Ham* 
line,  Zechariah  Connell,  John  Ferree. 

North  Ohio  Conference — Edward  Thompson,  John  H.  Power, 
Adam  Poe,  Elmore  Yocum,  William  Rtinnells. 

Michigan  Conference — Greorge  Smith,  Elijah  Crane,  Alvaa  Bil* 
lings,  John  A.  Baughman. 
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P.  Sandford,  Fitch  Reed,  Samuel  D.  Ferguson^  Stephen  Martindale, 
Marvin  Richardson. 

Providence  Conference — John  Lovejoy,  Frederick  Upham,  San-  , 
ford  Benton,  Paul  Townsend. 

New-Enoland  Conference — James  Porter,  Dexter  S^  King,  Phf* 
neas  Crandall,  Charles  Adams,  George  Piclcering. 

Maine  Conference — Moses  Hill,  Ezekiel  Robinson,  Daniel  B.  ^ 
Randall,  Charles  W.  Morse,  John  Hohart,  Heman  Nickerson,  George  ^ 
Webber. 

New-Hampshire  Conference— Elihu  Scott,  Jared  Peridns,  Sam- 
uel Kelly,  Schuyler  Chamberlain,  John  G.  Dow,  Jnstin  SpanMing,    ^^ 
Charles  D.  Gahoon,  William  D.  Cass. 

Troy  Conference — ^Trmnaa  Seymour,  John  M.  Wevei,  Jimes    -v 
Covel,  Tobias  Spicer,  Seymour  Colman,  James  B.  Heughtaliiig^  Hntjo 
T.  Peck. 

Black  River  Conference — ^Albert  D.  Peck,  Aaion  Adam»»  Oii^d*  "^ 
aer  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde. 

Oneida  Conference — ^John  M.  Snyder,  Silas  ComfiK^  Nelaeii 
Rounds,  David  A.  Shepherd|  Henry  F.  Row,  Elias'Bowen,  I)avid  ^ 
Holmes,  Jr.  .  ' 

Genesee  Conference — Glezen  Filmore,  Samuel  Liickey»  Allen 
Steele,  Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  Schuyler  Seager,  Asa  AbeU,  WiDiasi    "{ 
Hosmer,  John  B.  Alverson.  w 

Erie  Conference — John  J.  Steadmai$^  John  Bain,  G^eoargt  W.  * 
Clarke,  John  Robinson,  Timothy  Goodwin. 

Pittsburg  Conference — Willian^  Hunter,  Homer  J.  Clar^  John  ^ 
Spencer,  Simon  Elliott,  Robert  Boyd,  Samuel  Wakefield,  James  JDrum-  ^ 
nond. 

Ohio  Conference — Charles  Elliott,  William  H.  Rjspei,  Bdmimd 
W.  Sehon,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  James  B.  Finley,  Leonidas  L.  Ham-     ' 
line,  Zechariah  Connell,  John  Ferree. 

North  Ohio  Conference — Edward  Thompson,  John  H.  Power, 
Adam  Poe,  Elmore  Yocum,  William  Rimnells. 

Michigan  Conference — George  Smith,  Elijah  Crane,  Alvaa  Bil* 
lings,  John  A.  Baughman. 
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Indiana  Conference — Matthew  Simpson,  Allen  Wiley,  E.   R. 
Ames,  John  Miller,  Calvin  W.  Ruter,  Aaron  Wood,  Augustus  Eddj,  ' 
James.  Havens. 

Rock  River  Conference — Bartholomew  Weed,  John  Sinclair,  ^ 
Henry  W.  Jleed,  John  T.  Mitchell. 

Illinois  Conference — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  Jonathan    < 
Stamper,  John  Yancleve,  Newton  G.  Berryman. 

Missouri  Conference — ^William  W.   Redman,  William  Patton, 
Jerome  C.  Beriyman,  James  M.  Jameson. 

Kentucky  Conference^— Henry  B.  Bascom,  William  Gunn,  Hih-    ^ 
hard  H.  Kavanaugh,  Edward  Stevenson,  Benjamin  T.  Crouch,  George 
W.  Brush. 

Colston  Conference— Elhert  F.  Sevier,  Samuel  Patton,  Thomas    - 
^tringfield. 

<   Tennessee  Conference— Robert  Paine,  John  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L.  ^. 
P.  Green,  Thomas  Madden. 

Memphis  Conference — George  W.  D.  Harris,  Samuel  S.  Moody, 
Wm.  M'Mahan,  Thomas  Joyner. 

'  Arkansas  Conference — John  C.  Parker,  William  P.  RatcUffe,  An^ 
drew  Hunter^ 

Texas  Conference — Littleton  Fowler,  John  Clark. 

Mississippi  Conference— William  Winans,  Benjamin  M.  Drake, 
Idui  Lane^  Green  M.  Rogers. 

Alabama  Conference — Jesse  Boring,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  William 
Mnrrah,  Greenbury  Garrett 

^ORGiA  Conference — George  F.  Pierce,  William  J.  Parks,  Loviok 
Pierce,  John  W.  Glenn,  James  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet. 

SoTJTft    Carolina    Conference^ — William   Capers,  William  M. 
Wightman,  Charles  Betts,  Samuel  Dunwody,  Hugh  A.  C.  Walker. 

North   Carolina  Conference — ^James   Jameson,  Peter   Doub,  0> 
Bennett  T.  Blake. 

YiROiNU  Conference — ^John  Eariy,  Thomas  Crowder,  William  v^ 
A.  Smith,  Leroy  M.  Lee. 

.  Baltimore  Conference — Henry  Slicer,  John  A.  Collins,  Jghn 
Davis,  Alfred  Griffith,  John  A.  Gere,  John  Bear,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Mor- 
gan, Thomas  B.  Sargent,  Charles  B.  Tippett,  George  Hildt. 

Philadelphia  Conference — John  P.  Durbin,  Thomas  J.  Thomp- 
son, Henry  White,  Ignatius  T.  Cooper,  Levi  Scott,  William  Cooper. 

New-Jersey  Conference — Isaac  Winner,  John  S.  Porter,  Jdm 
K.  Sh»w,  Thomas  Neal,  Thomas  Sovereign. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1844. 


The  ninth  delegated  General  Conference  of  the  Metho**        ^^^ 
dist  Episcopal  Church  assembled  in  the  Greene-street    coato«nca. 
Church,  city  of  New- York,  at  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on 
..  Wednesday,  May  1,  1844,  Bishops  Soule,  Hedding,  An* 
drew,  Waugh,  and  Morris  being  present.  -  ^ 

At  the  hour  above.  Bishop  Soule  took  the  chair,  and 
opened  the  proceedings  by  reading  the  third  chapter  of 
Paul's  Second  Epistle  tp  the  Corinthians,  reading  and 
singing  the  461st  hymn;  after  which  brothers  Picker- 
ing and  Capers  called  upon  God  in  prayer. 

The  Secretaries  of  the  last  General  Conference,  John 
A.  Collins,  James  B.  HoughtaHng,  and  Thomas  B.  Sar- 
gent, were  then  requested  to  assist  in  organizing  the 
Conference.    The  chair  called  the  different  Annual  Con-  *       4 

ferences  in  order,  and  the  following  delegates  presented  , 

'  to  the  Secretaries  their  certificates  of  election,  and  were  J 

recognized  as  mepabers : —  i 

.    New-York  C(w/eftfn«.— Nathan  Bangs,  Gewge  Peck,  ^^^^^  \ 

Samuel  D.  Ferguson,  Peter  P.  Sandford,  Stephen  Mar- 
tindale,  Charles  W.  Carpenter,  Fitch  Reed. 

Troy. — Truman  Seymour,  Tobias  Spicer,  Jesse  T, 
Peck,  John  M.  Wever,  Seymour  Coleman,  James  Covel, 
jr.,  James  B.  Houghtaling. 

New-Hampshire. — Elihu  Scott,  Jared  PerUns,  Charles 
D.  Cahoon,  Schuyler  Chaoiberlin,  John  G.  Dow,  William 
D.  Cass,  Samuel  Kelly,  Justin  Spaulding. 

New-England. — ^James  Porter,  Charles  Adams,  George 
Pickering,  Dexter  S.  King,  Phineas  Crandall. 

Pt<£^&ur^.— Samuel  Wakefield,  Homer  J.  Clark,  Robert 
Boyd,  Simon  Elliott,  William  Hunter,  John  Spencer,  Jas. 
Dmmmond. 

Maine. — Moses  Hill,  Charles  W.  Morse,  George  Web^ 
ber»  Ezekiel  Robinson,  Jolm  Hobart,  Daniel  B.  Randall, 
Heman  Nickerson. 

Black  River.— Mbext  D.  Peck,  WilKam  W.  Ninde, 
Aaron  Adams,  Gardner  Baker. 

Erie, — John  J.  Steadman,  Timothy  Groodwin,  John 
Robinson.  George  W.  Clarke,  John  Bain. 
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Mtyi.  Onetda. — Nelson    Rounds,    Henry  F.    Row,    David 

lirt^  dele-     Holmes,  jr.,  Elias  Bowen,  Silas  Comfort,  John  M.  Sny- 
der,  David  A.  Shepherd. 

McA^on.— Alvan  Billings,  John  A.  Baughman,  Elijah 
Crane,  George  Smith. 

Rock  )ii«tfr.— Bartholomew  Weed,  John  T.  Mitchell, 
John  Sinclair,  H^nry  W.  Reed. 

Genesee,— Glezen  Filmows,  Freetom  G.  Hibbard,  Wm. 
Hosmer,  Samuel  Luckey,  Schuyler  Seager,  John  B.  Al« 
Terson,  Allen  Steele,  Asa  Abell.  ,   ' 

•  Nwih  OMo. — Edward  Thompson,  Elmore  Yocum,  John 

H.Power,  William  Runnells,  Adaxn  Poe. 

Kentucky. — Hubbard  H.  Karanaugh,  William  Gunn, 
Edward  Stevenson,  George  W.  Brush,  Benjamin  T. 
Crouch. 

lUinois. — Peter  Akers,  John  Vancleve,  Peter  Cart- 
wright,  Newton  G.  Berryman,  Jonathan  Stamper 

Ohio. — Charles  Elliott,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Zachariah 
Connell,  William  H.  Raper,  James  B.  Finley,  Edmund 
W.  Sehon,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline. 

Missouri, — William  W.  Redman,  James  M.  Jameson, 
William  P^Uen,  Jerome  C.  Berryman. 

Tennessee, — Robert  Pain<3,  Thomas  Madden,  John  B. 
MTerrin,  Alexander  L.  P.  Green. 

Indiana, — Matthew  Simpson,  Allen  Wiley,  Edward  R. 
Amed,  John  Miller,  James  Havens,  Calvin  W.  Ruter, 
Augustus  Eddy. 

Memphis, — George  W.  D.  Harris,  Thomas  Joyner, 
Samuel  S.  Moody,  William  M'Mahon. 

Virginia, — John  Early,  Leroy  M.  Lee,  Thomas  Crbw- 
der. 

Arkansas, — ^John  C.  Parker,  Wm.  P.  Ratcliffe,  Andrew 
Hunter. 

Mississippi, — ^John  Lane,  Green  M.  Rogers. 

Texas. — -Littleton  Fowler,  John  Clark. 

A2abama?^Wi\\iBm  Murrah,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  Jesse 
Boring,  Greenbury  Garrett.  * 

Georgia, — WilUam  J.  Park^,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  John 
W.  Glenn,  James  E.  Evans. 

South  Carolina, — William  Capers,  Samuel  Dunwody, 
WilUsra  M.  Wightman,  Hugh  A.  C.  Walker,  Charles 
Betts. 

Baltimore, — Henry  Slicer,  Alfred  Grifieth,  John  A.  Col- 
linsj  John  A.  Grere,  John  Davis,  John  Bear,  George  Hildt, 
Charles  B.  TippeU,  Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Thomas  B. 
Sargent. 

PkiIadelpkia,-^John  P.  Durbin,  Ignatius  T.  Cooper, 
Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  Cooper,  Henry  White. 

New'Jersey, — Isaac  Winner,  John  S.  Porter,  John  K. 
Shaw,  Thomas  Neal. 
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On  ooiBtiag  the  mmiben,  it  wis  asceitaiaed  that  ime        *^'^ 
himdvtd  wui  forty-nine  Bwrnben  were  present. 

On  motion  Conference  resoWed  to  appoint  a  Secret  BectiaD  oC9»- 
tary  by  nonioation;  and  Thomas  B.  Sargent,  James  B.    «»^«^'- 
Honghtaling,  and  John  T.  MitcheU,  were  pot  in  nomi* 
nation.    Thomas  B.  Sargent  was  elected. 

Conference  then,  on  motion,  resolired  to  ha^e  two  as- 
sistant Secretaries,  and  Jmmes  B.  ikmghtaiing,  of  the  Troy 
donfefence  delegation,  and  Wesi^  Kenney,  of  the  Pitts- 
burg Conference,  were  elected. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  roles  and  orders  for  con-  Rhim  tad  at- 
docting  the  business  of  tlM  >  General  Conference  of  1840    ^"^ 
were  read. 

W.  Capers  moTed  to  amend  the  first,  by  inserting  "'one 
o'clock,  P.  M.,"  instead  of  *<  half-past  tweke  o'dock,"  as 
the  tim^  Ua  adjourning. 

^  S.  Maitiadale  moT^  ftirther  to  amend  this  rule,  by  in- 
serting <*  nine  o'clock,  A.  M.,"  as  die  time  of  meeting,  in« 
stead  of  ^  half-past  eight  o'clock."  The  latter  proposal 
was  lost — ^the  former  prevailed ;  and  the  times  of  neet«> 
mg  and  adjomning  were  fixed  at  half-past  eight,  A.  M., 
and  one,  P.  M.  The  rules  as  amended  were  then 
adopted. 

«     On  motion  of  P.  P.  Saadfod,  a  lino  drawn  with  the         >»• 
tkdrd  pillar  from  the  ditar  was  fixed  as  the  bar  of  the  Con*  . 
ference,  within  which  the  members  are  to  sit. 

J.  Early  moved  a  series  of  resoludons,  marked  A,  B,        ' 
and  numbered  from  1  to  12,  which  were  read,  amended, 
and  acted  upon,  as  follows  :-— 

<<  A.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  be  authorized  and 
requested  to  employ,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  suitable 
reporter,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Conference 
may  be  correctly  prepared  for  publication  from  the  begin- 
mn%. 

"  B.  Readved,  Thai  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be 
requested  to  have  {Minted,  in  pamphlet  form,  i6t  the  use  of 
the  members  of  this  Conference,  a  correct  copy  of  the 
printed  Minutes  of  the  last  Geneial  Conference,  from  the 
journals ;  and,  in  the  same  form,  a  correct  copy  of  the 
reported  and  published  Minutes  of  the  present  Conference, 
for  the  Church  generally,  and  for  the  present  General 
Conference  ;  and  also  the  rules  as  amended  and  adopted 
for  the  gorernment  of  this  Conference. 

The  above  resolutions  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, consisting  of  J.  Early,  N.  Bangs,  W.  Capers,  C. 
Elliott,  and  M«  Hill,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to- 
HMNTiow  meiming. 

The  remaia&r  of  the  series,  from  1  to  13,  were  read 
and  adopted,  as  follows,  except  the  ^smiUA  and  twelfth^ 
which  were  withdrawn  for  the  present. 
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^"•J^*-  '<  Resolved  1.   That  a  committee,  coDi^islinf  of  one 

providS^tiS  member  from  each  Amiital  Conference,  be  appointed,  to 
•tuMUof  c(Nii.  be  called  the  Committee  on  Epi80(^>acy,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  so  much  of  the  Bisho)>8'  Address  as  relates  to 
th^  Episcopacy,  as  well  as  all  other  matters  that  relate  to 
their  administration. 

"  2.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one 
member  from  each  Annnal  Conference,  tp  be  called  the 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy,  to  whom  shall  be  referred 
Ae  acts  and  doings  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences. 

**  3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  csJled  the 
'  Committee  on  Boundaries,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all 
matters  that  relate  to  the  boundaries  of  the  several  An- 
nual Conferences. 

"4.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  nine 

members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 

to  whom  shall  be  referred  the  report  of  the  Agents  at  New« 

York  and  Cincinnati ;  and  all  other  matters  that  relato'to 

'    the  interests  of  Uie  Book  Concern. 

*'  5.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  . 
Committee  on  Education,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  ^all 
things  that  relate  to  our  schools  and  colleges. 

*'6.  That  »  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one 

.  member  from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  called  the 

Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  shall  brreferred  so  much 

of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  relstes  to  missions,  and  all 

matters  that  relate  to  the  missionary  interest 

'  7.  That  a  committee  of be  appointed,  to  be  called 

the  Committee  of  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Addiess 
as  relates  to  revision,  and  all  such  other  propositions  as 
the  Conference  may  choose  to  refer  to  them. 

*^  8.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  petitions  and  propositions  on  that  subject. 

*'  9.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  be  called 
the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates  to  the  Gen- 
eral  Conference,  whose  duly  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the 
whole  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  delegates,  of  the 
collections  made  to  pay  diem,  and  if  there  be  a  deficiency, 
report  the  best  method  of  paying  it. 

*^  10.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called 
the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tract  Societies,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  aU  communications  on  those  subjects. 

'*ll.  That  aconunittee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  bo 
called  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  communications  on  that  subject. 

'12.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  communications  relating  to  the  Sabbath." 


WithdrawB  for 
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T.  CirowdeT  mored  the  appointment  of  a  eommittee        ^*7  ^' 
to  superintend  public   worship  during  this  Conference.  ^^'Si^SltMe 
Brother  Martindale  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the  com-    to  superiiiteMi 
mittee  consist  of  five,  viz. :  two  of  the  stationed  preachers    ^**^°*°'* 
in  New- York,  one  from  Brooklyn,  one  from  Jersey  City, 
and  one  from  Williamsburg.     A  motion  to  lay  the  whole 
subject  on  the  table  was  lost ;  when  the  substitute  was 
withdrawn.     N.  Bangs  made  a  ]Nroposal  on  this  subject, 
which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table.     In  the  midst  of 
the  discussion  to  which  these  motions  gave  rise,  the  ses- 
sion was  prolonged  fifteen  minutes,  to  give  the  chair  time 
to  make  a  brief  statement  in  reference  to  the  Bishops' 
Address  to  this  General  Conference^  whereupon  the  Con- 
ference resolved  to  sit  with  closed  doors  while  receiving  cioMd  eoon. 
the  communication  from  the  Bishops. 

S.  Luekey  offered  a  resolution,  during  the  consideration 
of  which  the  time  of  the  session  expir^,  and  Conference 
was  dismissed  with  the  benediction,  to  meet  again  to-mor- 
tow  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  2.  ifari. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  pur- 
suant to  adjournment.  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and 
was  opened  by  reading  God's  word,  singing,  and  prayer, 
by  brother  Lane,  of  the  Mississippi  Conference. 

While  the  Secretary,  was  calling  the  list,  J.  Early  moved 
to  dispense  with  this  formality ;  but  as  the  motion  did 
not  prevail,  the  names  of  ihose  who  presented  their  cer- 
tificates on  yesterday  were  all  called.  The  journal  of' 
yesterday  was  read,  coirected,  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  P.  Crandall,  brother  Martindale  was  ap«  Door-iw«pw 
poihted  door-keeper  during  the  time  the  Conference  shall 
sit  with  closed/doors. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the 
Address  of  the  Bishops,  was  suspended  for  the  purpose 
of  hearing  the  report  of  the  committee,  appointed  yesteN 
day,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  best  manner  of  prepar- 
ing and  printing  the  proceedings  of  the  last  and  present 
General  Conferences.  The  report  of  the  committee  was 
then  presented  and  read. 

A  motion  by  J.  A.  Oollins  to  Uy  the  report  on  the  table 
for  the  present  was  lost.  T.  Crowder  moved  the  adoption 
of  the  report.  A  dirision  was  called  for,  and  it  was  acted 
upon  by  sections.  The  first  resolution  was  adopted.  A 
motion  made  by  E.  Bo  wen  to  amend  the  second  resolution 
by  striking  out  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  offctal  acta 
of  the  last  General  Conference,  did  not  prevail ;  and  the  - 
second  resolution  was  adopted.  The  report  was  then 
adopted,  as  foDows  ;— 
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um^-  ^'TIm  coBumttM j^ipoiated  to  eciofider  t]^ 

toi^cSl  of  prefmiag  and  poblishiiig  the  proceedings  of  the  Qegt 

{S  n^prn*-  OTtl  ConfereBce,  have  had  the  aobject  raider  oonsidienr 

ceegngs  'df  tiofi,  and  reeoannend  the  adopdop  (^  the  following  resofai- 

Cmimmtm.       tioos  :^— 

"*  1.  ReeolTed,  That  the  seTeial  Editors  of  the  General 
CanfereDce  fMipers,  Zion's  Herald,  and  Northern  Advocatey 
be  appointed  a  comnuttee  with  authority  to  appoint  a  suit- 
able reporter,  to  contract  for  his  compensation^  supernse 
his  reports^  and  superintend  their  publication,  both  with 
leepect  to  matter  and  manner. 

''2.  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duQr  of  the  Book 
Agents  to  have  pnUished  in  pamphlet  form,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  the  official  acts  of  the  last  General  Conference : 
and  at  the  close  of  the  present  session^  all  its  acts  ana 
doings  as  officially  puUisbed  by  the  committee  of  super- 
fision ;  and  also  have  printed  in  like  form,  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  the  General  Conference,  five  hundred  and 
fiAy  copies  of  the  Rules  adopted  at  this  session  for  its 
government ;  together  with  all  the  standing  committees. 
"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"Jqhn  Easly,  Chakwuui. 
"3^^2,1844.'' 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  the  resolution  to  sit  with 
closed  doors  was  understood  not  to  exclude  any  regular 
teavelling  preachers,  <Mr  officers  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference. 

B.  M.  Drake  pr«^>osed  to  extend  the  privilege  to  all 
regular  loc^  preachers ;  but  the  motion  was  lost 

At  half-past  nine  o'clock.  Bishop  Soule  took  the  chair, 
and,  after  some  prefatory  remarks,  read  to  the  Conference 
Ae  Address  of  the  Bishops.  (See  Doc.  A,  in  the  Appen- 
dix.) When  he  had  finished,  Bishop  Hedding  resumed 
the  chair. 

Those  delegates  who  had  not  presented  their  certificates 
were  nowpermitted  to  offer  them,  and  William  A.  Snuth, 
William  Winans,  Benjamin  M.  Drake,  James  Jameson^ 
Elbert  F.  Sevier,  Samuel  Patton,  Peter  Doub,  Thomas 
Sthngfield,  Marvin  Richardson,  Pbineas  Rice,  John  B. 
Stratten,  John  Liovejoy,  Frederick  Upham,  Sandford  Ben- 
ton,  and  Lfovi  Soo^,  presented  their  certificates  and  took 
their  seats. 

On  motion  of  F.  Upham,  Abel  Stevens,  a  reserve  dele- 
gate of  the  Providence  Conference,  was  put  in  place  of 
Paul  Towneend,  a  delegate  from  that  Conference,  who 
had  not  yet  arrived. 
Detegattonfrom  The  chair  presented  a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of 
^SSSScimAi  John  Ryerson,  Anson  Green,  and  Egsrton  Ryerson,  as  a 
delegation  to  this  Conference  from  the  Wesleyan  Metho- 
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4kt  Church  In  Canada.  Tho  certificate  waa  read,  and 
the  two  first-named  brethren  were  introdi^oed  and  invited 
to  take  seats.     '. 

N.  9ang8  offered  a  paper  to  the  Conference,  and  moved 
for  its  reading.  As  a  substitute  A.  Poe  moved  its  refer? 
ence  to  a  committee  of  seven.  The  substitute  was  lost. 
The  chair  decided  that  the  consideration  of  Dr.  Bangs' 
resolution  waa  not  now  in  order. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  standing  conunitr 
tees,  viz. ; — 

Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. — William  Winans, 
Alfred  Griffith,  John  B.  Stratten,  Thomas  Cjrowder,  William 
H.  Raper,  Elias  Bowen,  Calvin  W.  Ruter,  Charles  Betts, 
George  Webber. 

Committee  on  Education. — Henry  B.  Bascom,  John 
Early,  Robert'  Paine,  John  P.  Durbin,  Charles  Elliott, 
Peter  Akers,  Stephen  'Clin,  Matthew  Simpson,  Augustine 
B.  Longstreet,  Homer  J.  Clark,  Charles  Adams,  Schuyler 
Seager,  Jesse  T.  Peck. 

Committee  on  Expenses  of  DEL«6ATEs.*-Charles  B. 
Tippett,  Charles  D.  Cahoon,  William  Palton. 

Committee  on  Temperance. — Henry  Slicer,  Marvin 
Richardson,  Zachariah  Conneil,  Phineas  Crandall,WilliaQi 
Murrah,  Nelson  Rounds,  William  Runnells. 

Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. — ^Fitch  Reed,^  A.  L. 
P.  Green,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline,  George  W.  Brush,  John 
S.  Porter,  James  E.  Evans,  John  Hobart 

Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause. — liOvick  PiercOi 
Samuel  Luekey,  Jared  Perkins,  Levi  Scott,  G.  W.  D., 
Harris,  John  H.  Power,  Edmund  W.  Sehon. 

J.  Early  ofifered  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  were 
read.  On  motion  ef  I.  Winner,  these  resolutions  were 
amended  by  the  addition  of  another,  referring  so  much  of 
the  Bishops'  Address  as  relates  to  Popery  to  a  special 
committee  to  be  iEippointed.     (See  Resolution  8.) 

The^r^^  resolution  was  adopted. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  second  resolution  on  the  table  was 
lost,  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

While  the  third  resolution  was  under  consideration,  on 
motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

He  then  further  moved  that  the  Presiding  Elders  of 
the  New-York  and  Long  Island  Districts,  and  the  Pre- 
siding Elder  of  the  Newark  District,  New-Jersey,  be  a 
committee  to  appoint  the  preachers  during  this  Conference. 
The  motion  prevailed,  and  these  three  ][^residing  Elders 
were  constituted  a  committee  on  preaching. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  this  committee  waa  uu- 
thorized  to  call  in  and  employ  any  aid.  they  may  judge, 
proper. 
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lUy  1  J.  Eftrlyls  motibn  to  resome  the  conrideradon  of  (he 

resolntioiid  offered  by  him,  did  not  prevnit. 
^^JJJJJ"  ^      On  motion  of  J.  Lane,  Conference  proceeded  to  consti- 
tute, by  &e  apDointment  of  one  delegate  from  each  Annnal 
Conference,  ue  following  committees,  on  Episcopacy, 
Itinerancy,  Boundaries,  and  Missions,  as  follows : — 

Committee  on  Episcopact. — B.  Paine,  J.  T.  Mitchell, 
P.  P.  Sandford,  F.  Upham,  P.  Crandall,  M.  Hill,  £.  Scott, 
T.  Spicer,  G.  Baker,  E.  Bowen,  S.  Luckey,  J.  J.  Stead- 
man,  J.  Spencer,  J.  B.  Finley,  J.  H.  Power,  G.  Smith, 
A.  Eddy,  J.  Stamper,  Wm.  W.  Redman,  B.  T.  Crouch, 
T.  Stringfield,  G.  W.  D.  Harris,  John  C.  Parker,  John 
Clark,  Wm.  Winans,  J.  Boritig,  Wm.  J.  Parks,  S.  Dnn- 
wody,  James  Jamieson,  J.  Early,  A.  Griffith,  H.  White, 
I.  "Winner. 
_^_^^  Committee  on  the  Itineranct. — J.  B.  MTerrin,  C. 
(itiDenDey.  ^^j^g^  ^  Richardson,  J.  Lovejoy,  H.  Nickerson,  Wm. 

D.  Cass,  James  Covel,  jr.,  A.  Adams»  J.  M.  Snyder,  G. 
Filmore,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Wm.  Hunter,  Z.  Connell,.Edw. 
Thompson,  Elijah  Crane,  James  Harens,  H.  W.  Reed» 
J.  YaneleTe,  William  Patton,  Ed.  SterensoD,  £.  F.  Se- 
Tter,  S.  S.  Moody,  W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  Littleton  Fowler,  J. 

^Lane,  Wm.  Murrah,  J.  E.  Evans,  W.  M.  Wightman, 
Peter  Doub,  W.  A.  Smith,  John  Davis,  I.  T.  Cooper,  J. 
S.  Porter. 

Committee  on  Boundaries. — P.  Rice,  Levi  Scott» 
S.  Benton,  G.  Pickering,  E.  Robinson,  S.  Kelley,  J.  M. 
Wever,  W.  W.  Ninde,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  J.  B.  Alverson, 
J.  Bain,  J.  Drummond,  C.  Elliott,  A.  Poe,  J.  A.  Baugfa- 
man,  J.  Miller«  B.  Weed,  P.  Cartwrighi,  J.  M.  Jamieson, 
W.  Gunn,  S.  Patton,  T.  Madden,  W.  M'Mahan,  J.  C. 
Parker,  L.  Fowler,  G.  M.  Rogers,  G.  Garrett,  J.  W.  Glenn, 
C.  Betts,  H.  G.  Leiffh,T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  T.  Neal. 

Committee  on  Missions. — N.  Bangs,  J.  A.  Collins,  A. 
Stevens,  D.  S.  King,  Geo.  Webber,  J.  Spaulding,  J.  T. 
Peck,  A.  D.  Peck,  N.  Rounds,  Asa  Abell,  T.  Goodwin, 
R.  Boyd,  J.  M.  Trimble,  Elmore  Yokum,  Alvin  Billings, 

E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Sinclair,  N.  G.  Berryman,  J.  C.  Berry- 
man,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  T.  Stringfield,  A.  L.  P.  Green, 
T.  Joyner,  A.  Hunter,  J.  Clark,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Hamil- 
ton, L.  Pierce,  W.  Capers,  L.  M.  Lee,  T,  J.  Thompson, 
J.  K.  Shaw,  J.  Jameson. 

After  prayer  by  brother  Dunwody,  Conference  adjourn- 
ed, to  meet  to-morrow  morning,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock. 

ifa,a.  FRIDAY,  MAY  3. 

Conference  met,  at  half-past  eight  o'clock.  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  appropriate  ex- 
ercises, by  brother  Finley. 
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On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  callipg  of  the  list  was  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read»  conrected,  and 
confirmed. 

The  following  resolutions,  offered  by  J.  B.  Finley,  were 
adopted: — 

"1.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  G.  Lane,  Rev.  J.  F. 
Wright,  and  Rev.  L.  Swormstedt,  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  invited  to 
take  seats  within  the  bar  of  this  Conference,  whenever  it 
shall  suit  their  convenience  so  to  do ;  and  that  they  be  at 
liberty  to  speak  on  all  subjects  relating  to  the  BooV  Con- 
cern that  may  come  before  the  Conference. 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  C.  Pitman,  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  be  invited  to  take  a  seat  withia  the  bar  of  this 
Conference,  whenever  it  shall  suit  his  convenience  so  to 
do;  and  that  he  he  at  liberty  to  speak  on  all  subjects 
relating  to  the  missionary  cause  which  may  come  before 
the  Conference.  , "  P.  P.  Sandpord, 

"J.  B.  Finley. 

'*JJfay3,  1844." 
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Lovick  Pierce  and  George  F.  Pierce,  of  the  Gemrgia 
Conference,  and  Aaron  Woods,  of  the  Indiana  Conference, 
appeared,  and  took  their  seats. 

J.  B.  MTerrin  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted,  namely : — 

''Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bond,  and  Rev.  G. 
Coles,  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar ;  and  take 
such  part  in  the  deliberations  of  this  body,  from  time  to 
time  as  they  may  feel  disposed,  during  our  present  session." 

The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports,  petitions,  ^Sj.Tf'^* 
and  memorials,  and  called  the.  Conferences  in  order.  ' 

New-York  Conference. — ^N.  Bangs  presented  the  report  New-York Ces»- 
of  .the  Book  Committee  in  N.  York,  which  was  read,  and,     •'•^* 
on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Coneem. 

Providence  Conference. — F.  Upham  presented  a  memo- 
^rial  of  that  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  The 
reading  being  called  for,  it  was  read. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  for  th^  appointment  of  a  committee, 
to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  to  be  consti- 
tuted by  one  member  from  each  Annual  Conference. 
^Z^*W.  Capers*  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  was  lost, 
^^d  the  committee  was  ordered. 

F.  Upham  presented  memorials  on  slavery,  from  Elm-  ProvMence 
street  station,  New-Bedford,  Fall  River,  Chatham,  South    '^*' 
8mithfield,  Pawtucket,  and  Cumberland  stations,  which 
were  all  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Sandford  Benton,  from  the  same  Conf^enco,  presentfwl 
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Macft,  a  mmilar  petition  from  Norwich  Fdls,  which  was  rgfetreJ 
to  the  same  committee. 
K^w-Ba^and  '  New-England  Confirenae^ — P.  Craadall  presenled  me- 
morials on  slavery  from  St.  Paul's  Charch,  Lowell;  Mordi 
Brookfield,  Holliston,  South  Brookfi^d,  Lowell,  and 
Spencer,  which  were  referred  to  the  Comaittee  on 
Slarery. 

D.  S.  King  piesented  a  similar  petition  from  Chelsea, 
/    .     which  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
,    'J  J.  Porter  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  three  stew* 

*  ards  of  L3mn  Common,  in  behalf  of  the  society,  which 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Porter  also  presented  a  petition  from  the  Lynn  Com- 
mon, station  on  temperance,  which  was  referred  to  tho 
Committee  on  Temperance. 
MMm  Confeiw       Maine  Conference. — E.  Rohinson  presented  a  memorial 
""^  on  slavery  from  the  Maine  Annual  Conference,  which 

was  read,  and  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-Hampshire  Conference. — S.  Chamb^h-hn  presented 
memorials  on  slavery  from  Boscawen,  Deering,  and« 
Hillsborough,  Peterborough,  South  Sutton,  Chichester, 
Rindge,  Sandown,  New-Ipswich,  Deny,  North  Salem, 
Hudson,  Gilmanton,  Northfield,  Ooff's  Town,  Pembnrfce, 
^  Henniker,  Nashua,  and  Concord,  which  were  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Perkins  presented  memorials  from  Marlow,  N. 
Charleston,  Unity,  Ac  worth,  Charleston,  and  Alstead, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

S.  Keltey  presented  memorials  on  slavery  from  New- 
market and  South  Newmarket  stations.  Poplin,  Ports- 
moiHh,  Methuen,  East  Salisbury,  and  Greenland  circuits, 
which  were  referred  to  the  same  cofmnittee. 

W.  D.  Cass  presented  memorials  on  slavery  from  Do- 
ver, Epping,  Seabrook,  Great  Falls,  Rochester,  and  East 
Sandmanton  :  referred  to  the  same  committee. 
■»ck   Bjvw         Black  River  Conference.^ A.  D.  Peck  presented  a  me- 
ConfuMhu.      morial  on  slavery  from  Victory  circuit,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Slavery, 
ntub^  Con-       JHttsbwg  Conference. — J.  Drummond  presented  mem9- 
rials  on  slavery  from  Claysville,  Cadiz,  Sharon,  Wash- 
ington, Norwich,  Coshocton,  Cambridge,  M'Connellsville, 
ai^  Canton  circuits,  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Slavery. 
Mmorta^tito       J.  Spencer  presented  the  memorial  of  forty-eight  travelt 
•irf.1  -r      *K.  j.^^  preachers,  praying  that  an  accused  travelling  preacher 
may  be  tried  by  a  committee  of  the  Annual  Conference, 
instead  of  the  whole  body ;  and  asking  that  the  Disci- 
pline be  so  altered  as  to  meet  the  case.     He  moved'  the- 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  five,  to  be  called  the  Com- 
mittee &tk  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  to  whom  his 
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ttdiBorial  maj  be  i«ferr0d.    Tlw  coouniUee  was  oiderad,       *v^ 

and  the  memorial  referred  to  it. 

R.  Boyd  presented  three  petitions  4m  slavery,  from 
Washington  circuit,  three  from  Summeriield,  and  two 
from  BamesFille,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  ^ 
tm  Siarerr. 

North  Okie  Confefmee.^-^,  H.  Power  presented  a  me-  Noftk   ouo 
morial  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  Nash-    co^tenM- 
ville,  asking  for  a  mie  in  Discipline  to  require  some  lite- 
rary and  theological  training,  before  the  Quarteriy  Meeting 
Conforences  license  a  nan  to  preach.    This  petition  was  ^^^^^^^^^  ^  ^ 
lead,  and,  on  motion  of  J.  H.  Power,  a  select  committee    tenuryinatu- 
of  fiye  was  ordered,  to  whom  the  paper  was  referred.    ^^^  ^Jod 
Bro.  Power  presented  nine  more  memorials  on  the  same    SfJJJ^^  '^ 
subject,  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences  ef  Mans-    i^t       *  "^ 
field    and   Mount    Vernon    stations;    and    Olivesburg,    *^- 
Amity,  Bellsnlle,  Frederick,  East  Union,  Martinsburg, 
and  Mount  Gilead  circuits,  which  were  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Ohio  Canfennee. — When  this  Conference  was  called,  ouo 
J.  Drummond,  of  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  presented  a    ^'^' 
memorial  from  the  Marietta  station,  on  slsTery,  which 
was  referred  to  the  proper  committee. 

Roch  River  Cimference. — J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  six  Bock    Rivar 
tesolutions  from  the  Rock  River  Conference,  which  were 
referred  to  the  appropriate  confmittees. 

J.  Sinclair  presented  a  memorial  on  slarery  from  the 
RosCoe  circuit,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ok 
Siarery. 

KenHtehf  Conference, — B.  T.  Crouch  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  Conference  in  reference  to  division,  which 
wa^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Indiana  Conference, — M.  Simpson  presented  Conference  isdiaM  f?iri# 
resolutions  on  division,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  Others  praying  for  a  reduction  in 
the  price  of  our  books,  and  in  reference  to  the  <<  Social 
and  Domestic  Libraiy,"  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern.  Also  one  in  regard  to  our 
German  missions,  praying  that  they  may  not  l^  separated 
from  our  general  work :  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  And  a  series  of  Conference  resolutions,  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished 
Business. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  dl  the  memorials  and  resolu-  ConntttM  m 
tions  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  Social  and  Domestic    £^iS^ 
Library  were  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  nine, 
which  was  ordered;  and  all  the  papers  of  this  descrip- 
tion are  directed  to  be  given  to  this  committee. 

Arkansas  Conference, — ^J.  C.  Parker  presented  a  memo-  Aikuitu  CSaof. 
vial  from  the  Sunken  Fork  circuit,  praying  that  it  nny  he 
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Vqr«       ,i^6d  to  the  Teans  Coaforaoeh  R^exfed  i«  tib^  Com' 
mittee  on  Boundaries. 
i^Swrffe.       Vvrgwia  Cofferenoe^r-When  tbe  Virginia  Conference 
WiiUar.  was  called,  Bishop  Soale  presented  a  memorial  (whidli 

had  been  laid  on  the  President's  table)  firom  Wm.  J. 
Waller,  of  that  Conference,  praying  the  General  Confer^ 
ence  to  give  an  expression  of  opinion  on  doctrine  and 
"law ;  and  containing  some  complaints  against  the  action 
of  the  Virginia  Conference,  atid  the  course  adopted  bf 
the  Editor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate, 
i^mtt  Dr.       A  motion,  offered  by  W.  Winans,  to  la/  the  memorial 
•  uodd.     ^'^^  on  the  table,  prevailed.     After  this,  considerable  convei^ 
sation  took  place,  and  A.  Poe  moved  to  reconsider  the 
above  vote ;  which  motion  prevailed. 

H.  Siicer  then  moved,  thai  so  much  of  the  memorial  as 
lefers  to  the  acts  of  the  Virginia  Conferenoe  be  refeired 
to  the  Committee  on  ItineT^ncy ;  so  much  as  ^relates  to 
the  Editor  of  the  Richmond  Christiafa  Advocate  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  eo 
moch  as  relates  to  the  baptism  of  children,  to  the  Com- 
.  mittee  on  Revisioe. 

.  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  J.  B.  Finley  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  taUe ;  which  motion  wv 
lost. 

A  division  of  H.  Slicer^e  motion  was  called  for,  and 
the  first  section,  refWring  a  portion  to  the  Committee  on 
Ituieraacy,  was  adopted.  The  second  section,  referring 
•nother  portion  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
was  also  adopted.  -  While  the  third  was  under  discussion, 
motions  to  prolong  the  session  until  P.  P.  Sandford  had 
conclude^  his  remarks,  and  an  amendment,  proposing  to 
lengthen  the  session  until  the  subject  was  disposed  of, 
both  failed ;  and  before  a  vote  was  had  on  the  third  sec- 
tion, the  time  of  adjournment  arrived,  and  Conference  wv 
dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  President. 

luyi.  SATURDAY,  MAY  4. 

.  Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.,  an^ 
was  opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother 
White.     Bifthop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  corrected,  and  ap- 
proved. 
<  John  Ferree,  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  and  Thomas 

Sovereign,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  appeared  and 
"^  took  their  aeata. 

^^fSSy^  ^       ^^  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  suspended  the 
-  order  of  the  day  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  Address 

of  Ae  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of  England.  The 
Address^  was  then  read,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs^  le- 


fwsred  to  a  oommittee  of  tlvee,  to  ba  called  h  Committee       ^^  ^ 
of  Conespoadence,  to  answer  it.      On  motion  of  N. 
Bangs,  the  Conference  ordered  that  the  Address  be  pub- 
lish^. 

The  chair  reported  the  following  committees,  viz.  :-— 
CoKKiTTSB  ON  Rkviaax. — Oeorgo  Peck,  John  G.  Do^r,  ^aJSSS?*  ^ 
John  A.  Gere,  Aaron  Wood,  John  Ferree. 

.     COMMITTBS  ON  CoURSB  Of  StODY. — Stephen  Martin*    CtmmlltaeoB 

dale,  John  Bear,  Truman  Seymour,  Silas  Comfort,  Simon    SST     ^ 
Elliott. 

COKHITTEE  ON  SoClAL  AND  DoNXSTIC  LiBRAR7«-^Ailen    ^^SS^^  i^ 

Wiley,  C.  W.  Csxpenter,  G.  F.  Pierce,  A.  U  P.  Green,    S^uteS^  j 

H.  A.  C.  Walker,  Schuyler  Chamberlin,  Edmund  Thomp-  n 

eon,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  F.  G.  Hibbard,  I 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpson,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
suspended  for  the  purpose  of  offering  the  following  re- 
solution:— 

^  Resolved,  That  permission  baring  been  obtained  of   BM^miioa  to 
the  city  authorities  to  have  the  street  in  front  of  the  church    ^^    ^ 
covered  with  tan,  to  prevent  the  disturbance  of  the  CoU't    ^• 
ference  by  the  noise  of  vehicles,  ^c,  the  Book  Agents  . 
have  the  street  so  covered  as  soon  aa  practicable." 

A.  Poe  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  ^on  the  table.  Lost. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports,  petitions,  Saport^^psti- 
and  memorials.  £3ibr  "** 

Virginia  CofJirenee. — ^The  Conference  resumed  the  vizBioia  cenf . 
consideration  of  the  memorial  of  W.  J.  Waller,  of  the 
Virginia  Conference,  which  was  the  referenoe  of  so  much 
of  the  memorial  as.  referred  to  the  baptism  of  childieA^ 
T.  Stringfieid  presented,  the  following  resolution  :-*- 

"Resolved,  That  we  reconsider  the  vote  referring  parte 
of  the  memorial  of  W.  J.  Waller  to  two  of  the  staiiding 
committees." 

The  Conference  then  reconsidered  the  vote  of  reference^  >to°»gjg^<^ 
and  referred  the  memorial  to  a  eotnmittee  of  five.    The    tmdto%»^ 


following  resolution  was  adopted : —  '^^ 

'*  Resolved,  That  we  commit  the  entire  memorial  of 
W.  J.  Waller  to  a  special  committee,  to  examine,  and  re- 
port on  any  point  or  points  therein  contained,  which)  in 
their  judgment,  should  engage  the  attention  of  this  Conv 
ference.  W.  A.  Snith." 

Virginia  Conference  was  again  called,  when  Bishop 
Spole  presented  the  memorial  of  James  M.  Taylor,  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churchy  in  the  city 
of  Richmond,  stating  its  contents ;  whereupon,  on  motion 
of  J.  B.  Finley,  the  Conferenoe  panted  the  memorialiet  J.  w^T«^<g» 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  Sm^ 

J.  Early  presented  two  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Con*, 
ference,  oa  the  subject  of  a  Social  and  Domestic  Libfary, 
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^^*'        and  a  branch  book  depository  in  the  city  of  Richmoad, 
which  were  referred  to  their  appropriate  committees. 

J.  A.  Collins  preaented  a  sealed  commnnicatron,  and 
mbved  that  the  President  open  and  read  it,  and  giro  to  the 
Conference  a  synopsis  of  its  contents. 
/  1.  P.  Durhin  moved  to  amend  thd  resolution  by  in- 
cluding all  sealed  comhiunications  addressed  to*  the  Con- 
ference :  admitted  by  the  mover ;  and  the  resolution  was 
adopted.*  \ 

B^^ore  Con-       Baltimore  Conference. — ^H.  Slicer  presented  the  request 
.    ^"  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  a  division  of  said  Con- 

ference.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  comnnmication  from  the  Local 
Mmnoriaiof  Lo-  Preachers  and  Exhorters'  Association  <^the  city  of  Balti- 
Swociafe^iTof  i^^'^i  asking  such  an  addition  to  our  rules  as  to  make 
Baltimore.        local  preachers  and  exhorters,  accused  of  crime  or  misde- 
meanor, subject  to  trial,  &c.,  either  in  the  circuit  or  station 
tion  where  the  accused  resides,  or  where  the  offence  was 
committed.  Also  to  make  them  responsible  to  the  Quarterly 
Conference  for  the  publication  or  circulation  of  any  doe- 
Irinea  of  other  matter  injurious  to  the  purity  or  peace  of 
the  church:   referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revbal  and 
Unfinished  Business.     Also  fbr  a  suitable  course  of  study 
for  local  preachers :  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Course 
of  Study. 

The  President  stated  that  he  had  read  the  seded  com- 
'  '  '  rounication  presented  by  brother  Collins,  and  gave  the 
Conference  a  synopsis  of  its  contents. 
'  E.  Robinson  moved  that  the  memorialist  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition :  this'  resolution  was  withdrawn, 
but  was  renewed  by  J.  B.  Pinley.  J.  A.  Collins  moved 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  :  lost.  S.  Martindale 
presented  the  following  substitute : — 
^^  "  Resolved,  That  this  communication  be  referred  to  the 

y  '    special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 

*     r^  '  W.J.Waller."     The  substitute  prevailed. 

ffaUadeilMa'  Philadelphia  Conference, — H.  White  presented  a  memo- 

rial  from  Philadelpbia  on  the  subject  of  coloured  testimony. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also  resolution  of 
the  Philadelphia  Conference  on  the  restoration  of  Mr. 
Wesley's  rule  on  buying,  selling,  and  using  spirituous 
liquor»^-In  relation  to  a  course  of  study  for  local  preach- 
ers— Asking  the  General  Conference  to  remit  a  chdm  of 
Book  Concern  against  J.  Quinby,  deceased — To  publish 
a  monthly  quarto  periodical  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New- 
York-^To  extend  the  probation  of  travelling  preachers  to 
four  years-^On  the  return  of  members  at  the  Annual 
Conferences,  so  as  to  make  a 'distinction  between  pro- 
bationers and  those  in  full  membership — On  the  request 
to.  concur  with  ths  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject 


CSonfeience. 


Jouriial'^  Otneral  dm/erence,  1844. 


19 


•f  alt0tiag  ^  general  Ttile  on  ftlayery— On  the  request  of  >  ^^  ^• 
Uie  NeW'Jersey  Cenfevenee,  on  the  subject  of  making^  lo-  'c^^rScI. 
cal  preachers  reisponsible  tfad  eognizable  for  all  offences  at 
Uie  places  where  committed — On  ^e  request  of  the  New- 
York  Conference  to  restore  Mr.  Wesley's  original  rule 
<m  spirituous  liqu6Ts-^Also  of  the  New- York  Conference 
on  the  subject  of  slavery^  All  referred  to  their  appropri- 
ate committees. 

H.  White  also  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Conference,  cm  the  subject  of  the  general  desecra- 
lion  of  the  Sabbath. 

G.  Baker  moved  their  referent^e  to  a  select  committee 
of  five.     Carried. 

T.  J.  ThcMnpsen  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
loured  persons,  members  of  the  church  in  Philadelphia, 
asking  a  rule  requiring  all  preachers  employed  by  Con- 
ference to  pass  an  annual  examination*.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business. 

NeW" Jersey  Conference, — I.  Winner  presented  a  resolu-  New-jOTMy 
tion  of  the  New*  Jersey  Conference,  asking  that  the  rule  of 
discipline  under  the  head  of  '*  Presiding  Elders,"  section 
d,  quest.  4,  may  read,  ^^  How  long  may  a  Bishop  allow  a 
Presiding  Elder  to  remain  in  office  V*  Referred  to  Com- 
fliittee  on  Revisal. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  the  rules  were  suspended  to  winans  i 
aUow  him  to  ask  to  be  released  from  a  committee ;  and  he    ck>mmittaor^ 
asked  ^to  be  released  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on    "^JJJ^'rfJt 
the  Book  Conc^n.     The  Conference  granted  his  request ;    mu. 
and  W.  H.  Raper  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern ;  and  S.  D.  Ferguson  to  fill 
the  place  of  W.  Winans  on  said  committee. 

The  call  for  memoi'ials,  &c.,  was  resumed. 

Troy  Conference.^^J,  B.  Houghtaling  presented    two  Tfror  Conffi-. 
tesolutions  of  the  Troy  Conference  ;  one  on  the  subject    *"*** 
•f  slavery,  and  one  on  the  subject  of  temperance,  which 
were  referred. 

■  T.  Sptcer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
from  Chazy  station^  also  one  from  West  Plattsburg,  ask* 
ing  a  repeal  of  the  resolution  on  coloured  testimony. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery.  .      ,    .  t„ 

Nevy-Hanmskiire  Conference. — J.  G.  Dow  presented  ^*5J;^S2ito 
memorials,  from  the  following  places,  en  the  subject  of  '  "*  ^ 
iriavery,  viz.: — Montpelier,  Barre,  Randolph,  Chelsea, 
Bethel^  Williamstown,  Orange,  Pittsfield,  Sharon,  Union 
Village,  Middlesex,  Thetford,  Cambridge,  Moretown, 
Rochester,  Barnard,  Gaysville,  and  Royalton,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

£.  Scott  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
from  Newark,  wl!ich  were  referred  to  the  Committee  oti 
SJarery.  * 
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Vw^         .  C.  D..  Cahoon  presented  two  petitioDs  on  ibe  dmdoa 

'JJJ^^l^^    of  Ne w-Hampehire  Confeiwiee.    Referred  to  Committee 

•BM.  on  Bo^ndanes.    AUo  memorials,  oa  the  subject  of  slavery, 

from  Claremont  and  Athens,  which  were  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Slavery.    Also  a  memorid  of  the  New- 

Hampshire  Conference  on  slavery,  which  docnment  he 

asked  to  have  read.    A.  B.  Longstreet  moved  to  dispense 

with  the  reading.    This  motion  was  losti  and  the  doeii-  ^ 

ment  was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 

"  ^v^         Slavery.     Also  certain  resolutions  of  the  New-Harapehira 

Conference,  on  the  appointment  of  alaveholders  to  the 

office  of  Missionary  Secretary,  or  missionaries,  under  the 

direction  of  the  Parent  Board,  which  were  read  and  r^ 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.     Also  resolutions  on 

\si        the  subject  of  coloured  testimony :  read  and  referred  to 

the  same  committee. 

W.  D.  Cass  presented  a  ^memorial  from  Tamwortk 
station,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Mwpjftitfinit  New^England  Conferenee.-^P.  Craadall  presented  me- 
^^'"'"**^  morials,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  from  South  Hadley  and 
Worthen-street  station,  Lowell,  which  were  refwred  tt> 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

J.  Porter  presented  memories,  on  slavery,  from  liyan  ' 
(Wood  End)  and  Gloucester.    Referred  to  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

C.  Adams  pretoented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry, from  Greenfield,  Greenwich,  Prescott,  Belchertown, 
Ludlow,  Athol,  Dana,  Petersham,  South  Wilbraham, 
NoUh  Wilbraham,  Springfield,  and  the  students  of  Wes- 
leyan  University,  which  were  reierred  to  Committee  elk 
Slavery, 
n^iu^  Con.  Piusburg  Confertnee. — S.  Wakefield  presented,  three 
memorials  from  the  Murraysville  circuit,  on  the  subject 
of  slavery,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Shivery, 

W.  Hunter  presented  the  aetion  of  the  Pittsburg  Con- 
ference on  the  resolutions  of  the  New- York  Conference 
on  slavery  and  temperance,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committees  on  Slavery  and  Temperance. 
lijtaMCaiifOTw        Mai$u  Conference, — £.  Robinson  presented  eight  me- 
*^  morials  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  from  Kent  HiH,  Win* 

throp  station.  Prospect  circuit,  Penobscot  circuit,  Quar* 
terly  Conference  of  Exeter  and  Corinth  circuits,  Exeter, 
Montsville,  and  Bowdoinham  circuits,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
^JJ{^  Black  Rwer  Confannce.-^G*  Baker  presented  six  reeo* 

Intions  of  this  Conference :  1.  On  the  GUsnesee  Conference 
resolution  on  slavery;  2.  On  the  New^fYoriK  Conference 
resolution  on  temperance;   3.  On  the  New- York  Coo* 
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fci»iice  resolution  on  Blttvery;   4.  On  the  New-Jersey  -,  !f^* 
Cenferenee  resolotioD  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers;    conto^S. 
0;  Asking  the  General  Conference  to  rescind  the  resoln-  ^^/^ 

tion  npon  oolovred  testimony;   6.  Asking  the  General  ^ 

OcMiference  to  define  the  ."  eia_of.jateir^ry.^    The  first,  \^ 

third,  fifth,  and  sixth,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
filarery,  and  the  fourth  to  the  Committee  on  Revjsal. 

W.  W.  Ninde  presented  a' memorial  from  Fairfield  cb- 
tmit,  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

Erie  Conference, — J.  J.  Steadman  presented  a  memo- 
fial  from  Peter  D.  Horton,  complaining  of  the  Erie  Con>* 
ferenee,  and  askiDg  relief  on  account  of  books  purchased. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

OnMa  G&nfetence, — N.  Rounds  presented  the  memorid 
of  sundry  persons,  members  of  the  church  in  Sharon  and 
Cobbleskilt  charges,  asking  to  be  set  off  to  the  Troy  Con- 
ference.    Referred  to  CottHnittee  on  Boundaries. 

6.  Comfort  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Wyomiuff 
District  Lyceum  of  travelling  preachers,  on  the  subject  of 
•e^ng  congregations.  Remred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
fisal. 

Michigan  Conference^ — ^E.  Crane  presented  the  petition  "g^gf  ^^^ 
of  Sundry  persons,  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the 
towns  of  Gorham  and  Chesterfield,  in  the  state  of  Ohio, 
asking  that  said  towns  may  be  set  off  to  the  Michigan 
Conference.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  Smith  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Michigan  Con- 
ference, requesting  General  Conference  to  rescind  the 
resolution  on  coloured  testimony.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Slavery.  Also  a  resolution  of  the  same  Conference, 
asking  to  have  the  missions  among  the  Ojibway  Indians 
oet  tm  to  the  Michigan  Conference.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions, 

Genesee  Conferences^ .  Filmore  presented  a  memo-  OenaiM  Ca»' 
rial  of  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject  of  coloured    ^ 
testhnony.    Read,   and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slaivery.     Also  a  toemorial  from  Akron  circuit  on  the  same 
subject.    Referred  to  same  committee. 

F.  G.  Hibbard  presented  a  memorial  from  St.  John's 
Church,  Rochester,  on  the  subjeet  of  slavery.  Refeired 
to  Committee  on  Slavery. 

North  Ohio  Conference, — ^E.  Yocum  presented  four  me-  NorfliOM»Oo»- 
morials  from  Ashland,  Canal  Dover,  Richfield,  and  Jerome- 
ville  circuits,  on  the  subject  of  a  course  of  study  for  local 
preachers. '  Referred-to  Committee  on  Course  of  Study. 
J.  H»  Power  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 
Dover,  Amherst,  Elyville,  Milan,  Norwalk^  Brooklyn, 
Bnmswick,  and  Clarksfield  circuits,  on  the  same  subject, 
which  were  referred  to  the  same  committee.    Also  a 
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May  4.  petitk>n  of  C.  Waddleti  to  be  lebasod  ffon  a  okim  hM 
t^txS^^^^  against  him  by  the  Hook  Concam.,  Referred  to  Commil- 
tee  on  Book  Concern.  Aleo  a  petition  of  certain  persons 
in  the  village  of  Rpscoe,  North  Ohio  Ceoferencey  and  in 
the  village  of  Coshocton,  Pittsburg  Conference,  asking 
that  Roscoe  may  be  set  off  to  the  Pittsbuig  Cooference. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries.  W.  Runneils 
presented  a  memorial  of  C.  B.  Squire,  to  be  released  ftom 
a  claim  held  against  him  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New- 
York.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Kentucky  Conference. — B.  T.  Crpuch  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Kentucky  Conference :  1.  On  reducing  the 
price  of  books  published  by  the  Book  Concern.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.  2.  In  reference  to  the 
general  rule  on  spirituous  liquors.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Temperance.  3.  In  reference  to  the^  general  rule  oa 
slavery.     Refejred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Ohio  Conference. — J.  B.  Finley  presented  die  report  of 
the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati,  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  memorial  on^  Sunday  schools,  and  a  plan  of  a 
"  Social  and  Domestic  Library."  Also,  a  memorial  oa 
slavery  from  Newark,  Ohio.  Also,  on  eclectic  divinity. 
All  of  which  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

J.  M.  Trimble  presented  a  series  of  rescdutioos  adopted 
by  the  Ohio  Conference.  1.  On  the  New-York  Confer- 
ence resolution  on  temperance.  2.  On  the  New- York 
Conference  resolution  on  slavery.  3.  On  the  subject  of 
a  '<  Social  and  Domestic  Libruy."  4.  Requesting  the 
General  Conference  to  remit  >the  claim  against^  Jacob 
Young,  for  books,  amounting  to  $326  28.  5.  On  the 
studies  of  under  graduates  in  the  ministry,  requiring  all, 
before  being  received  on  triat,  to  be  examined  on  the  lite- 
rary part  of  their  course  of  study.  All  the  above  were 
referred  to  their  appropriate  committees. . 

Missouri  Conference. — W.  W.  Redman  presented  reso- 
lutions of  the  Missouri  Conference.  1.  Inquiring  into  the 
propriety  of  Reporting  persons  only  on  trial  in  the  Minutes. 
2.  On  *'  Social  and  Domestic  Library."  3.  Oa  the  New- 
York  Conference  resolution  respecting  Mr.  Wesley's 
original  rule  on  temperance.  4.  On  the  New-Jersey 
Conference  resolution  respecting  the  trial  of  local  preaeb- 
ers.    All  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Georgia  Conference. — L.  Pierce  presented  resolutiona 
of  the  Georgia  Conference,  asking  a  division  of  said  Con- 
ference. Referred  to  Committee  oa  Boundaries.  3iahop 
Morris  presented  a  letter  from  P.  P.  Smith  on  the  same 
subject,  which  was  jefeaed  to  the  same  committee. 

Arkansas  Conference, — G.  Parker  presented  a  resola* 
Uon  of  the  Arkansas  Coaferenoe  on  the  saiijeGi  of  a  "  So* 
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'CW  tad  DomMtid  Library,"  which  wto  referred  to  the        ibqr4. 
eomniiuee  on  that  subject. 

The  chair  called  for  appeftk,  and  Appeals. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  the  appeal  of  Francis  A.  Hardhig,  '•  ^  Harteg.  ^ 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference;    which,  on  motion,  the 
Conference  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next. 

£.  Crane  presented  me  appeal  of  Bradford  Frazee,  of  B.Fn3EM. 
(he  Michigan  Conference;   and,  on  motion,  Conference 
▼9ted  to  proceed  to  the  hearing  of  this  appeal  immediately 
on  finishing  the  appeal  of  F.  A.  Harding. 

J.  H.  Pover  presented  the  appeal  of  LumHn  A.  Mien,  l.a.  abw. 
of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  which,  on  motion,  was 
made  the  special  order  for  Friday  nesct. 

N.  Bangs  presented  a  communication  from  the  M.  E.  *|J™°"2j*|L|f 
Cbuxch  in  Upper  Canada,  and  moved  that  it  be  read:    chui£in  Vv^ 
carried.     The  communication  having  been  read,  N.  Bangs    p*  Ci»^ 
moved  that  the  brethrea  appointed  by  the  said  chttrch  aa 
.delegates  to  this  Conference,  be  recognized,  and  invited 
to  take  their  seats.     J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  lay  the  resoki- 
tton  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  special  Older  for  Mqn- 
&y  next,  immediately  after  reading  the  journals ;  which 
motion  prevailed. 

P.  Crandall  moved  to  prolong  the  session,  to  allow  die 
delegates  to  make  their  appointments  of  the  Committee 
<m  Slavery :  carried.  The  following  penons  were  then 
appointed : — 

COMM ITTSB  ON  SlAVERT.-«-*6.  Pock,  A.  Stevens,  J.  PoTv  CMmaittM    M 

ler,  E.  Robinson,  C.  D-  Cahooh,  T.  Seymour,  A.  D.  Peck,    ■*»^*' 

S.  Comfortt  A.  Steele,  J.  J.  Steadman,  S.  Wakefield,  J.    /  ^  i 

Ferree,  E.  Thompson,  E.  Crane,  A.  Wiley,  J.  T.  Mitchell,    '^     N   ^ 

P.  Cartwrtght,  W.  Patton;  W.  Gunn,  T.  Stringfield,  A.  L.    I 

P.  Gre6n,  W.  M'Mahan,  W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  L.  Fowler,  G,  j 

M.  Rogers,  J.  Boring,  G.  F.  Pierce;  H.  A.  0.  Walker,  P.  "^ 

Dottb,  W.  A.  Smith,  G.  Hildt,  W.  Co(^r,  T.  Sovereign. 

S.  Patton,  of  the  Holalon  Conference,  asked  and  ob-  canBceofmeM- 
tained  permission  fbr  the  driegatea  of  said  Conference  to    ^H^  *^^^ 
release  T.  Stringfield  from  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
and  to  appoint  E.  F.  Sevier  in  his  place. 

£.  Robinaon  asked  to  be  released  from  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries.  Hie  request  was  granted,  and'D.  B. 
Randall  appointed  in  his  place.  * 

£.  Thompson  asked  to  be  released  from  the  Committee 
xm  Itinerancy.  His  request  was  granted,  and  W.  Rim- 
nells  appointed  in  his  stead. 

The  chair  changed  T.  Seymour  from  the  Committee  on 
Conrse  of  Study,  and  appointed  S.  D.  Ferguson  to  fill  his   .  > 
place.    S.  D.  Ferguson  was  released  from  the  Commitcefe 
4m  the  Book  Concern,  and  T.  Seymour  was  appointed  in 
his  place. 

A.  L.  P.  Green  was  releasedi  from  the  Committee  on 
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ifv«-        Tracts  aad  Bmitj  wchMa,  nod  T.  MaMmi  tppabMd  in 
bis  ]^ce. 
Conference  then  n^ontiMd  with  prayer  by  %cetber 
*  Ctowdei. 

M^s.'  MONDAY,  MAY  6. 

Conierenee  sssemMed  si  bslApsst  eight  o'clock,  A.  M.» 
Bisbc^  Morris  in  tlie  chair.  Religious  exercises  ware 
conducted  by  brother  Nesl. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read,  oorreeted,  and  con- 
finned. 

H.  B.  Bascom  appeared,  and  took  his  aeat. 
The  chair  announced  the  following  committees :— ^ 
c<NiLoroaaM-       CoKKiTTBE  OF  CoRRaspoNDBNcs. — ^Georgo  Feck,  Ro- 
'^*"'^*^*        bert  Paine,  L.  L.  Hamline. 

c^n^^  ue       CoMiiiTTBB  oif  THs  SABBATH.^^Nathau  BaogB,  James 
B.  Finley,  John  P.  Durbin,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  Charles 


jtatat  of 


«  pett-         CoiOflTTBB  ON   PETITION   OF    W.  J.   WALLBR.-^John 

^^.    '  ''  Davis,  Tobias  Spicer,  Benj.  M.  Drake,  Benj.  T.  Crouch, 

Aaron  Adams. 
comnniiiaaioB  The  specisl  order  of  the  day,  the  motion  of  N.  Bangs 
if-'^Br^!^  ^  u^^ite  ^®  delegates  from  the  M.  £.  Church  m  Canada 
to  seata  in  this  Conference,  was  taken  up,  and  N.  Banga 
and  S.  Luckey  further  proposed  to  refer  the  communica- 
tioa  presented  in  behalf  of  these  brethren,  snd  the  motion 
inviting  diem  to  take  seats,  to  a  select  committee  of  fiv#. 
The  pn^xMsl  was  agreed  to,  and  the  reference  made 
accordingly. 

On  a  complaint  of  H.  Slioer,  in  regaid  to  a  nusrepre- 
sentation  of  him  published  in  the  *^  Commercisl  Adver* 
t^ser,"  the  Conference,  by  a  vote,  dedined  to  hear  the 
reporter  in  exj^anation.    A  motion  to  suspend  the  order 
of  business,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  further  action  in 
this  matter,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
oan  ibr  leportt.       The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports  of  commit- 
tees ;  but  before  the  call  had  been  answered,  the  order  of 
bnsin^ss  was  suspended,  to  admit  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted  with  great  unanimity :— * 
B.  s.  jttM  tn-       *'  Resolved,  That  Rev.  £.  S.  Janes,  Financial  Secrs- 
TTiMtoaMat  ^yjy  ^f  ^^  American  BiMe  Society,  be  invited  to  take  a 
seat  within  the  bar  of  the  house ;  and  to  speak  on  all  sub- 
jects connected  with  the  Bible  cause." 
a«poiuorBook      When  the  New«York  Conference  was  named,  in  re- 
^Sk^^  sumiBg  the  call  ibr  reports,  P.  P.  Sandford  presented  the 
report  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New* York;  which  was 
0ead,  aad  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con« 
cem. 
•  J.  F.  Wri^  Book  Agent  at  CinoinBati,  preaented  the 


MfMHTt  i>f  the  Book  Ag6Ot0  in  that  city,  whieh  was  read,        itofft. 
wii  refeired  to  Ae  Coffiodttee  on  the  Book  ConcMm. 

The  chidr  called,  under  the  rule,  for  petitione, memo-  ''^^wm^  and 
rials,  and  appeals,  calling  the  Conferences  in  order. 

Ptomdenee  dn^erettee, — S.  Benton  presented  a  Msolu-  PravidMiM 
lion  of  the  Annual  Conference^  asking  a  change  of  a  role    ^^^^^^b^bm. 
of  Disci[^ne'in  regard  to  superannuated  preachers.   Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

lime  Cot^ehce^^»  B.  Hobart  presented  a  memorial  w^  Coofw 
on  slaTery,  whieh  was  referred  to  the  dommittee  on  that 
subject. 

New^HampsMrt  Cmtfwrence. — ^J.  Perkins  preeented  me- 
morials on  slavery  from  Winchester,  Hinsdale,  Guilfofd^ 
Carendish,  Putney,  Wethersfield)  West  Windsor,  and 
Wilmington,  which  were  appro{nriatel7  referred.  S.  Kel- 
ley  preseiHed  memorials  on  slavery  from  Dunham,  New- 
market, and  South  Newmarket,  which  were  also  refexred. 

Troy  Conference, — ^J.  B.  Houghtaling  presented  a  me-  Twf     Ca&iar- 
aorial  en  slavery  from  Essex  circuit,  which  was  referred.    ^^*^ 

Oneida  Conference. — J.  M.  Snyder  presented  the  coi^  onobk  Confer 
currence  of  ttds  Conference  in  the  circulars  from  the    *'^' 
Genesee  and  New- York  Conferences  on  slavery  and 
temperauce;  which  were  referred  appropriately.    Abo, 
of  non-concurrence  with  the  resolution  of  the  New- Jersey 
Conference  in  regard  to  local  preachers.     Also,  the  petl-  / 

tion  of  said  Conference,  asking  for  the  rescinding  of  theA  ^  / 

resolution  of  1840  on  the  testimony  of  coloured  persons^  V 

This  was  read,  and^referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery* 
Also,  resolutions  of  the.  Conference,  recommending  aa 
alteration  in  usage  or  law,  by  which  a  Presiding  Elder  ' 
shall  not  hold  the  office  more  thftn  four  years  at  one  time, 
nor  a  preacher  be  returned  to  the  same  charge  short  of 
six  years  from  the  time  of  his  appointment  to  it.  Also, 
a  resolution  instructing  the  delegates  of  the  above  Conferr 
ence  to  exert  themselves  to  have  the  term  of  probation  of 
travelling  preachers  extended  to  four  years.  These  were 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 
.  Geneeee  Confereneer^G.  Filmore  presented  the  unani- 
mous concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  the  resolutions 
of  the  New-York  and  New-Jersey  Conferences  on  tera- 
pwance  and  sktrery,  and  in  reference  to  the  trial  of  local 
preachers.     Referred. 

Ohio  Conferences'^,  B.  Finley  presented  the  memorial  euo 
of  Jacob  Young,  a  member  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  asking 
tk  release  from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to 
Comnnttee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Z.  ConneU  presented 
the  memorial  of  sundry  membeis  <^  this  Conference^ 
pruying  for  a  modification  of  the  rule  in  reference  to  ad«> 
Initting  persons  to  the  Lord's  table.  Referred  to  Com* 
mittee  on  Retisal. 
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North  Ohio  Conference. — E .  Thompson  presented  rMoln- 
tionsof  this  Conference  approving  the  plan  of  a  Social- and 
Domeatic  Library.    Referted  to  cotnmitt^  on  that  subject. 

Also,  the  non-concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  the 
resolution  of  the  Grenesee  Conference  on  the  alteration  of 
the  rule  on  skvery ;  and  the  concun^ence  of  the  Confer- 
ence with  the  New-Y(n:k  resolutions  on  temperance  and 
slavery.     All  referred. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  asking 
*&  donation  from  the  Book  Concern  to  the  -Ohio  Wesleyan 
University,  of  one  copy  of  ever7  book  published  or  on 
sale  at  our  Conference  office.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Book  Concern. 

Indiana  Conference. — A.  Wood  presented  a  petition  from 
sundry  persons,  members  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the 
Michigan  Conference,  asking  a  change  in  the  line  of 
division  between  that  and  the  Indiana  Confetence.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

IlUnois  Conference. — ^J.  Vancleve  presented  a  resokl^ 
tion  of  unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  in 
the  recommendation  of  the  Book  Committee  in  Cincin- 
nati, in  relation  to  a  *'  Social  and  Domestic  Library.** 
Referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  resolution  on  the  division  of 
the  Illinois  Conference,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.    When  the 

Missouri  Conference  was  called,  W.  W.  Redman  pre- 
sented the  appeal  of  James  ^.  Lent,  from  the  action  of 
the  Genesee  Conference.  On  motion,  the  appeal  was 
received,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Kentucky  Conference. — ^E.  Stephenson  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  EHkton 
circuit,  in  relation  to  the  support  of  our  ministers,  which) 
on  motion  of  brother  Stephenson,  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose.  The 
following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  seven  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  chair,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  consider  and 
report  in  relation  to  the  expediency  of  revising  and  amend" 
ing  our  present  system  of  rules  on  the  subject  of  minis- 
terial support,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  communicationa 
addressed  to  this  body  on  that  subject." 

Holston  Conference. — E.  F.  Sevier  presented  resolutions 
of  non-concurrence  with  the  Genesee  and  New-Yoili 
Conferences  on  slavery ;  which  were  read,  and  refeired 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Also,  a  resolution  of  con- 
currence with  the  New- York  Conference  on  temperance. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Temperance.  Also,  a  resolur 
tion  approving  of  a  Special  and  Domestic  Library.  Referred 
to  coDunittee  on  that  subject.     Also,  a  reeofanion  askiaga 
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diange  Itt  the  line  of  dmsioto  hetween^  Holston  and  Sodih  ^^^ 
Carolina  CoDfeiences.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Bound- 
nnea.  Also,  a  reeolotion  praying  for  a  rnle  to  be  inserted 
in  the  Discipline,  aathorizing  a  Presiding  Elder,  when  he 
judges  a  local  preacher  has  been  unjustly  acquitted,  to  .' 
refer  the  case  to  an  Annual  Conference  for  adjudication. 
Read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Tennessee  Conference. — J.  B.  M'Ferrin  presented  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  this  Conference  with  the  New- 
Jersey  Conference  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers ;  also, 
their  non-concurrence^  with  the  Oenesee  and  New- York 
Conferences  on  elarery,  and  the  New-York  Conference 
on  temperance.    Referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

AlabaxM  Cof^erenee.-^W ,  Murrah  presented  a  resolu- 
tion of  thi&  Conference  concerning  the  S.  W.  Christian 
Advocate.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
Ako,  resolutions  of  non-coneurrence  wi&  the  New-YoriL 
resolutions  on  temperance  and  slavery;  which  ^ere 
referred  to  their  proper  committees* 

Virginia  Confidence, — ^J.  Early  presented  the  unanimous 
concurrence  of  thia  Conference  with  the  New-Jersey 
Conference  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers;  also^  the 
unanimous  non-concurrence  with  the  Genesee  and  New- 
Yoik  resolutions  on  slavery,  and  the  alteration  of  thorule 
on  spirituous  liquors.  All  referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

BaUintore  Cor^erence. — J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  memo- 
rial from  Jsred  H.  Young,  a  superannuated  member  of  this 
Conference,  asking  the  attention  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  a  chart  of  Methodism.  The  reading  was  called 
for,  and  had  proceeded,  when  a  motion  that  the  fimher 
reading  be  dispensed  with  was  carried,  and  the  petition 
was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

When  the  call,  by  Conferences,  for  petitions,  memorials, 
and  appeals,  was  ended,  W.  A.  Smith  offered  a  resolution 
of  instmctiott  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery ;  which,  on 
notion  of  J.  Spencer,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of    ^t^uie, 
eif^^-eight  to  seventy-eight. 
.    T*  Spicer  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

*'  Resdved,  That  the  rule  of  Discipline,  excluding  dis^ 
orderly  members  from  society  and  church  privileges, 
sec.  7,  on  page  92,  be  so  amended  that  ans.  2  shall  read 
as  follows :  .» 

"  2.  But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  im-  'JJSS^  J 
prudent  conduct,  indulging  sinful  tempers,  or  words,  the    BiMipiiiie. 
huying,  selling,  or  using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beveragey 
or  disobedience    to    me    order  aqd    discipline    of  Uie 
church,  Ac." 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  refer  this  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal,  with  instructions  to  report  thereon.  J.  Early 
moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  instructions.  On  motion 
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Um^  of  H.  Slicer,  the  aflmidnMiii  WM  laid  on  the  table.  Tbe 
reference,  with  inetrnctiOne  to  the  committee,  pfrerailed. 

J,  A.  Colline  moved  the  foUowiog,  which  oa  motioa  w«s 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rerieal  >— 

To  amend  ans.  3  to  qoeet.  3,  of  sec.  6,  page  32,  eo 
aa  to  maJ(e  the  laat  clanae  read  thus : — "  Neverthelesa,  the 
Presiding  Eider  of  the  district  in  whose  bonnda  the 
preacher  was  appointed  to  labour,  shall  forthwith  bring 
him  before  a  committee  of  at  least  three  traveUing 
preachers,  to  det€i)rmiae  as  to  the  necessity  of  the  reasons 
alleged  for  ceasing  to  travel ;  if  they  be  jndged  snfficieal» 
said  committee  shall  acquit ;  if  not,  shall  suspend  till  the  next 
Annual  Conference,  which  shall  finally  dispose  of  the  case.** 

W.  Murrahoffered  the  following  resolutioB,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates : 
OttCj^mtMof  "  Resolved,  That  the  Alabama  delegation  be  allowed 
4...  ^.1.  ^  settle  their  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  the  General 
Conference  with  their  own  Conference,  and  nol  with  this 
body." 

J.  B.  MTerrin  offered  the  following  resolntiona,  which 
on  motion  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  furnish,  aa  far 
aa  prtu;ticable,  the  Editors  of  our  various  Conference 
Journals  a  copy  of  each  and  every  work  published  from 
time  to  time,  which  shall  constitute  the  Editor's  library. 

*'  3.  Reaolved,  That  said  books  shall  be  considered  the 
property  of  the  church ;  and  that  the  Editors  shall  take 
q>ecial  charge  of  all  the  books  in  their  respective  off  ces, 
and  shall  hand  a  catalogue  thereof  to  their  successors.'* 

H.  J.  Clark  offered  the  following  preamble  and  reeolu- 
tion,  which  <m  motion  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

"  Whereas,  great  scandal  and  injury  to  the  church  have 
^___^_  w  arisen  from  the  readmission  to  the  ministry  of  persow 
Ptodpiioe,  In  who  had  been  excluded  ouconrictioQofgross  immoralities, 
itak  therefore,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be, 
and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  render  such 
persons  ineligible  to  the  office  of  the  ministry  among  na, 
either  in  the  travelling  or  local  connection." 

The  time  of  adjoomment  having  arrived.  Conference 
separated,  after  prayer  by  brother  Hildt. 

wvf'  TUESDAY,  MAY  7. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock.  Bishop  Souie 
in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by 
Dr.  Pierce. 
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The  journal  of  yestetdsjr  w»s  rMd,  and  approved.  K^^* 

F.  •Upbam  announced  that  Paul  Townsend,  a  delegate  p-    TowmenA 
hwa  the  Providence  Conlerenoef  (m  whose  place  durins    ^^^^ 
his  detention  from  Conference  Abel  Stevens,  a  reserved 
delegate,  had  been  recognized^  was  now  present.    His 
certilcate  was  handed  in ;  and  by  consent  and  choice  of 
the  delegates  of  his  Conferenoe,  he  is  on  the  standing  com-         ^^^ 
BUttees  on  Missions  and  SOavery,  to  which  At^tevens  had         ^ 
been  appointed. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  Laban  Claik,  a  reserved  dele-  l.  ciaik  took 
gate  of  the  New* York  Conference,  was  recognized  as  a    '^'*^' 
member  of  this  body  in  place  of  Stephen  Otin,  {who  is 
indisposed,)  until  he  shall  be  able  to  attend.    L.  Clari: 
presented  his  certificate  and  took  his  seat. 

The  chair  amxnmoed  the  following  committees : —         Committoei. 

COXXITTEB    ON    ADDRESS    FROM    M.    E.    pHURC?    Hf    ^.^fcSaS 

Canada. — Samuel  Luckey,  George  Pickering,  William  J.    C'cinAk 
Ptoks»  Samuel  D.  Ferguson,  Edmund  W.  Sehon. 

CokxiTTSB  ON  THR  SUBJECT  OP  MINISTERIAL  SiTPPORT.    ^^JLJJJ'***'* 

•— Wm.  A.  Smith)  Glozen  Fiknore,  Edward  Stephenson,    "***^^ 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Elihn  SoM,  Thomas  Sovereign,  Je^ 
ferson  Hamilton. 

COKMITTBR  ON  MEMORIAL  1>P  J.  H.  YotTItOs— Johtt  A.   ^S^SSi^ 

GoUins,  Daniel  B.  Randi^,  WaUam  Hosraer.  '     ^^ 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  the  Commiuee  on  Preaching 
had  leave  to  report  at  any  time  they  deem  proper. 

The  chair,  imder  the  rale,  called  for  reports  from  com- 
OiiUees;  when  A.li.  P.  Green  presented  the  report  of  Uie 
pnblishing  oemniittee  of  the  S.  W.  Christian  Advocate, 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the , 
Book  Concern. 

On  motion  the  fide  of  business  wes  suspended  to  take  amii  of  p.  a 
up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz. :  The  appeal  of  Francis    "**^'^ 
A.  Harding  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

J.  Early  announced  that  the  apMltant  was  present,  and 
had  spoken  to  W,  A.  Smith,  of  the  Virginia  Conference^ 
to  act  as  his-  representative,  in  presenting  teid  prosecuting 
the  appeal. 

The  journal  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  unfoldhig  its       ^^^ 
action  in  regard  to  the  appellant,  and  from  which  he 
appeals,  was  read  by  the  Secretary.   From  this  it  appeared         \'        . 
that  F.  A.  Harding  had  been  suspended  from  his  ministerial  .  ^^ 

standing  for  refusing  to  manumit  certain  slaves  which  Ir 

c^Oie  into  his  possession  by  his  maniage.  On  motion  df 
S^.  X«uckey  ana  J.  B.  Finley,  the  I4p|>eal  was  admitted  end 
entertained, 

W.  A,  Smith,  in  behdf  of  the  a]^Uant,  made  a  state-  ^ 
ment,  and  argued  the  case  until  near  the  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment.   When  he  had  eoncluded,  J.  A.  Collins  moved  thai 
4he  case  be  postponed,  and  made  the  special  order  ibr  to^ 
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^^^-       morrow,  to  be  taken  up  iinmediately  after  the  ntfdui;  of 
tbe  journal.     Adopted. 

Conference  adjourned  with  pra^r  by  brother  Uphan* 

^«'  WEDNESDAY^  MAT  8. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  Hed- 
diag  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises 
by  brother  Dow. 

On  motion,  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  so  amended  as 
to  read,  "  the  order  of  business  according  to  the  rule  was 
suspended,  to  take,  up  the  order  oi  the  day,  vis.,  the  appeal 
of  F.  A.  Hanling."  The  journal  as  amended  was  approred 
and  con6rmed. 

The  consideration  of  the  appeal  case  i>eibre  the  Confer- 
ence yesterday  was  resumed. 
^biLtf^lrf'B^       ^'  A-  Collins,  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in 
•  Confer-  this  case,  addressed  the  Conference  in  reply  to  W.A.Smith, 
"'  and  in  defence  of  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference, 

until  eleven  o'clock.    H.  Slicer,  A.  Griffidi,  and  T.  B.  Sar^ 
gent,  were  also  heard  for  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

When  the  delegates  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  had 
spoken,  place  was  given  to  the  representative  of  the  appel- 
lant to  rejoin.  At  this  point  J.  Early  moved  that  the  further 
consideration  of  this  case  be  postponed  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  ten  o'clock,  and  that  it  he  made  the  special  oi^ 
der  for  that  time..  J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend,  by  insert^ 
ing,  instead  of  ten  o'clock,  "  immediately  afler  the  reading 
of  the  journal."  This  was  lost.  N.  Rounds  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  "  three  o^clock  to-morrow  afternoon."  J.  A. 
Collins  moved  further  to  amend  by  inserting  this  afternoon. 
As  a  substitute,  W.  Capers  moved,  that  the  Conferem;e  ^ 
attend  to  this  business  to-morrow  morning,  immediately 
after  reading  the  journal.  W.  M'Mahan  moved,  that 
when  the  Conference  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  the  Ame- 
rican Bible  Society,  to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock. 
This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  Finally,  at  fifteen 
minutes  before  one  o'clock,  E.  R.  Ames  moved  that  Con- 
ference do  now  adjourn ;  which  motion  was  adopted,  and 
Conference  separated  after  prayer  by  brother  Spaulding. 

»«vt.  THURSDAY,  MAT  9. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock.  Bishop  An- 
drew in  the  chair.     Appropriate  religious  exercises  were 
conducted  by  brother  C.  Elliott. 
*     '        The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  confirmed. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  a  resolution  which  he  wished  to  ofler. 
The  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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E.  R.  Ametf  lAored  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur{)t>se        1^9: 
of  vesuming  the  appeal  case  under  consideratioii  yester^ 
daf .     This  also  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  chair  presented  an  invitation  from  the  Board  of  bwitatton  to  at- 
Managers  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  to  attend  its    ^na^^oTtto 
twenty-eighth  anniversary  at  ten  o'clock  this  morning  in    Bible   sodety 
the  Broadway  Tabernacle  ;  which  was  signed  by  J.  C.    •***P*^ 
Brigham  and  £.  S.  Janes.     This  was  read ;  and  on  mo- 
tion of  N.  Bangs  the  rules  of  Conference  were  suspended. 
N.  Pangs  further  moved,  that  when  the  Conference  ad** 
joum,  it  adjourn  at  half-past  nine  o'clock,  to  attend  the 
anniversary  of  the  American  Bible  Society.     This  motion 
prevailed. 

.  The  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  ^.•'*"",2?JJ" 
Canada  presented  the  Address  of  the  Conference  which    tof^ueh  tit 
they  represent.     The  Address  was  read ;  and,  on  motion 
<^  T.  Crowder,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication 
lo  be  printed,  and  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence 
to  be  answered.  (See  Document  B.  in  Appendix.) 

J.  H.  Power  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Course  of 
Study, 

«  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  ^^J^^g^ 
licentiates*  be- instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  dj. 
providing  a  rule  of  discipline,  pointing  out  a  uniform  course 
of  reading  and  study  for  all  preachers  received  on  trial  in 
Ike  travelling  connection ;  and  extending  such  course  of 
study  through  four  years,  and  till  they  graduate  to  elder's 
orders."  ^  ^' 

B;  T.  Crouch  offered  the  following  resolutions,  whicli 
were  separately  adopted,  vias. : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be,  and 
t\^ey  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  oarefuUy  whej^er 
•Qi^  people  are  as  generally  and  as  frequently  supplied 
with  the  sacrament  of  the*  Lord's  supper  as  is  desirable ; 
and  if  they  ascertain  a  deficiency  in  this  matter,  to  re- 
commend such  a  method  of  remedy  as  they  may  be  able 
to  devise. 

*^  2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  members  of  this 
body  be  appointed  to  draft,  and  report  to  this  Genend 
Conference,  a  Pastoral  Address  to  the  people  of  our 
charge." 

J.  Porter  offered  the  following  retoiuticA,  which  was 
received  and  referred : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be,  aUd  are 
hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  alter- 
ing section  3  of  Part  2  of  the  Discipline,  as  to  make  it 
require  the  appointment  of  a  missionary  steward  in  each 
station  and  circuit,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to  the 
miBSKmary  inteirests  of  the  society  to  which  he  beloAgs." 
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At  the  hour  chosen  for  adjoiimntat,  Gonforenoe  WM 
dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  President,  and  pjro^ 
ceeded  to  the  anniversary  meeting  of  the  American  Bibl* 
Society. 
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FRIDAY,  MAY  10. 

Coolerence  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bishop  Wangfa  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  religioua  exercises  by 
brother  Stamper. 

The  chair  announced  that  reports  from  standing  and 
select  committees  were  in  order. 
^w^SMitafcS       Bishop  Soule  presented  a  letter  from  the  General  Sec* 
retaries  of  the  Wesley  an  Missionary  Society,  accrediting 
Rev.  Matthew  Richey,  M.  A.,  and  R^v.  William  Case,  of 
Western  Canada,  as  representatives  to  this  Conference  ef 
the  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Wedeyan  Methodist 
Church  in  England.   It  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions.     These  brethren  were  introduced, 
and  addressed  the  Conference ;  and  were  invited  to  seats 
within  the  altar,  at  the  right  hand  of  the  chair. 
^P^  '^lEuM       '^^^  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  report  in  part, 
~  ^  which  waa  read.     G.  Pickering  and  J.  B.  Finley  moved 

to  adopt  the  report  and  accompanying  resolutions.  Oa 
motion  of  J.  A.  CoUina,  the  report  ai^  reaelutionB  were 
Ud  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  ndes  were  auspended 

for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  appeal  of  F.  A.  Harding. 

*a2^tSf*idi       '^*  Olin's  certificate  was  presented  and  read.     He  todb 

•Ml.  hia  seat  aa  a  member,  and  superseded  L.  Clark,  who,  as 

a  reserved  delegate,  had  occupied  it  during  his  detention 

from  Conference  by  sickness. 

'mm  to  j.^        ^'  ^  Cahoon  asked  (eave  of  absence,  after  this  aesaioa, 

]>9w.      '   '    for  J.  6.  Doff,  OB  account  of  sickness  in  his  family.   *On 

motion,  leave  of  absence  was  graiited. 
^SSSxS! ^m^      ^^^  nppoal  of  F.  A.  Harding  waa  resumed.    By  con-* 
—    •  sent  of  W.  A.  Smith,  the  representative  of  the  appdlam, 

J.  A.  Collins,  who  acted  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Coa<» 
faneooei,  was  allowed  to  make  a  further  response  for  the 
Baltimore  Conference  to  the  statement  and  defence  of  W. 
A.  Smith*  He  spoke  until  within  five  minutes  of  etevea 
o'clock. 

When  W.  A.  Smith,  waa  ahoul  to  reply^  Conference,  on 
motion  of  T.  Crowder,  resolved  to  prolong  the  sessioii 
vHil  he  should  have  concluded  his  rejoinder. 

W.  A.  Smith,  on  behalf  of  the  appellant,  was  then  heard 
iti  reply  to  the  representative  of  the  Bdtimore  Conform 
enee.  He  spoke  until  after  one  o'clock ;  and  the  plead* 
inga  on  both  sides  were  closed. 

When  notices  had  been  published,  and  preaching  ap^ 
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pointmenis  for  to-nigfat  and  Lord's  di^  next  we|e  read, 
Conference  was  dismissedf  with  the  benediction  by  the 
President. 


MayM. 


SATURDAY,  MAY  11, 

Conference  met  at  the  usuial  hour,  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
chair,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  broker  Havens. 

The  chafr  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select 
committees. 

•  The  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on-Revisal  presented  a  report,  in  part, 
which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts* 
burg  Christian  Adyocate  was  presented,  and  on  motion 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  £.  R.  Ames,  the  rules  of  Conference 
were  suspended  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  appeal 
of  F.  A.  Harding.  W.  A.  Smith  came  forward  when  the 
appeal  was  resumed,  and  asked  leave  to  make  further 
statements  in  regard  to  the  appellant.  A  motion  to  grant 
leave  ^xras  offered  and  carried.  When  the  Conference 
had  heard  Mr.  Smith,  J.  Early  offered  the  following  reso- 
lution, viz. : — 

^'  Resolved,  That  the  act  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Con^- 
ference,  by  which  F.  A.  Harding  was  suspended  from  his 
ministerial  functions,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  re- 
versed." 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  ordered  by  a 
vote  of  Conference ;  and  the  Secretary  proceeded  to  caU 
the  list  by  Conferences,  in  the  order  in  which  they  stand 
in  the  Discipline,  in  the  chapter  on  boundaries.  The 
Secretaries  reported  the  vote  as  follows: — Nays  117, 
against  reversing  the  decision  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence ;  and  56  yeag^  in  favour  of  reversing  that  decision. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the 
negative : — 

New-York  Conference. — Rice,  Carpenter,  6.  Peck,  Strat- 
ten,  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindaie,  Richardson. 
Providence, — Lovejoy,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend.  New* 
England, — J.  Porter,  King,  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  Picker- 
ing. Maine, — ^Hill,  E.  Rdunson,  Randall,  Morse,  Hobart, 
Nickerson,  Webber.  NeuhHampshire. — ^E.  Scott,  Cham- 
berlain, Kelley,  Perkins,  Spaulding,  Cahoon,  Cass. 
TVoy  .---Seymour,  Wever,  Covel,  Spicer,  Coleman,  Hough- 
Iftling,  J.  T.  Peck.  Black  River.— A.  D*  Peck,  A.  Adams, 
Baker,  Ninde.  Oneida. — Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds, 
Shepherd,  Row,  Bowen,  Holmes.  Oenesee. — Filmore, 
Luckey,  Steele,  Hibbard,  Seager,  Abell,  Hosmer,  Alver- 
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A  *^"-  soil.  fm.-^Steadman,  Bain,  G.  W.  dark,  J.  R<^n80ii, 
Goodwin.  Pittsburg. — W.  Hanter,  H.  J.  Clark,  Spencer, 
S.  Elliott,  Boyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond.  OAto.— C.  Elli- 
ott, Raper,  Sebon,  Trimble,  Finley,  Hamline,  Connelly 
Ferree.  North  Ohio. — Tbompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocam, 
RunneUs.  *  Michigan. — G.  Smitb,  Crane,  Billings,  Baugb- 
man.  Indiana. — Simpfion,  Wiley,  Ames,  Miller,  Rnter, 
Wood,  Eddy,  Havens.  Rock  River.— Weed,  H.  W.  Reod, 
MitcbelL  '  lUinois. — Cartwrigbt,  Vanclere.  Missouri. — 
J.  M.  Jaraieaon.  Texas. — J.  Clark,  ^a/a'mortf.— Sheer, 
Griffith,  Bear,  Morgan^  Tippett,  Sargent,  Collins,  Davis, 
Gere,  Hildt.  Phiiadelphia.—Durbiji,  T.  J.  Thompson. 
New  Jersey. — Winner,  J.  S.  Porter,  Shaw — 117. 

Tbe  following  ase  the  names  of  those  who  voted  affirma- 
tively :-^ 

Rock  River. — Sinclair,  Illinois. — Akers,  Stamper,  N. 
G.  Berryman.  Missouri. — Redman,  W.  Patton,  J. C.  Berry- 
man.  Kentucky. — Bascom,  Gunn,  Kavanaugh,  Stepb^- 
son,  Crouch,  Brush.  HoUton.-^SeTieT,  S.  Pation,  String>- 
Be\d.  Tennessee. — MTerrin,  Green,  Madden.  MempMs,-^*- 
Harris,  Moody,  M'Mahan,  Joyner.  Arkansas. — ^J.  C.  Par- 
ker, Ratclifie,  A.  Hunter.  TeoKU.-— Fowler.  Mississippi.-^ 
Winans,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.  Alabama. — Murrah,  Bor- 
ing, Garrett,  Hamilton .  Georgia. — L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce, 
Parks,  Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet.  South  CaroUna.---^ 
•  Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,  Walker.     North  Oarohna.—J, 

*  Jamieson,  Doub.     Vtrginia. — Early,  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith, 

Cro wder.    Philadelphia.-^W:iite,  I .  T.  Cooper,  W.  CoQper. 
New-Jersey. — Neal,  Sovereign — 56. 
S-OiinexcoMd.       When  S.  din's  name  was  called,  he  asked  to  be  ex- 
cused from  voting  on  this  question,  because  indisposition 
had  prevented  him  from  hearing  the  whole  case.     He  was 
on  motion  excused. 
^^tcSSSl^^        J.  A.  Gere  also  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  he- 
cause  he  had. once  sat  in  judgment  on  the  case,  and  had 
been  called  upon  as  a  witness.     He  was  not  excused. 
'^'**'******  It  appeared,  on  calling  the  list,  that  J.  G.  Dow,  R. 

Paine,  and  L.  Scott  were  absent. 
Biok.  N.  Bangs  and  S.  Dunwody  were  reported  sick. 

.        So  the  motion  to  reverse  the  act  of  the  Baltimore  Aa- 

^    nual  Conference  was  lost  by  the  above  vote  of  1 17  to  $6. 

The  chair  decided  that  this  vote  virtually  affirmed  the 

action  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference,  in  suspending 

Francis  A.  Harding  from  his  ministerial  standing.    W. 

Capers  took  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 

^    BeeWoB  of  the  The  appeal  was  put,  and  the  decision  of  the  chair  sns- 

"**     ft«m^  iSS^Mk  teioe<l»  hy  a  vote  of  1 1 1  for  sustaining  the  decision,  and  53 

against  sustaining  it.    So  the  vote  virtually  affirmed  the 

action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  on  suspendinf  F.  A* 

Harding. 
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A  motion  to  adjourn  was  pnt  and  loirt.  ,    Mky  It. 

Tlie  chair  announced  the  fbllovringf  committee  to  pre-  ^pUSJSfV? 
pare  a  Pastoral  Address: —  "  dnn. 

W.  Capers,  J.  P.  Durbin,  P.  Akers,  C.  EUiott,  E. 
Scott. 

The  order  of  business  was  resumed,  and  the  chair  G^tei«p«t«» 
called  for  reports,  memorials,  &g. 

Pronidence  Confirenee. — F.  Upham  presented  a  memo-  Vm^^miem 
rial  from  Walpole  station,  asking  to  be  set  off  to  the  New=  ^'«»»»«*«*- 
England  Conference :  referred  to  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries. Also  memorials  on  the  sabject  of  slavery,  from 
"Woonsocket,  Marshfield,  WcJst  Providence  station,  Dut- 
bury,  and  Stoughton,  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slareiy.  S.  Bentoii  presented  memorials  on 
&e  sabject  of  slavery,  from  Wapping,  Benton,  and  East- 
port:  referred  to  Committee  on  Slavery^  Also  one 
from  New-London  district,  on  the  same  subject.  Objec- 
tions were  made  to  its  reception  and  reference.  J.  B. 
MTerrin  moved  to  adjourn :  lost.  J.  Early  moved  that 
the  Conference  do  not  receive  and  refer  memorials  on  ':    ■  *  • 

which  no  action  is  desired.  After  remarks  were  ofiered 
by  several  members,  this  motion  was  withdrawn.  6.  P. 
Pierce  immediately  renewed  the  motion.  W.  W.  Ninde 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table :  carried.  The  memorial 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

F.  Upham  presented  memorials  on  slavery  from  Wood- 
stock, Tolland,  Provincetown,  and  Stafford  station,  which 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

•  Neto-Efighmd  Conference. — -T.  Crandall  presented  me*-  New-B 
morials,  from  Milbury  and  Saxonville,  ott  the  subject  of  '*'''**" 
slavery,  which  were  referred.  C.  Adams  presented  a 
memorial  on  the  subjeet  of  slavery  from  Wales  :  refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Slavery.  AJso  resolutions  of  the 
New-]^ngland  Conference  concurring  with  the  New- Jersey 
Conference  respecting  loeal  preachers;  also  concurring 
with  the  New- York  Conference  on  temperance;  also  con- 
curring with  said  Conference  on  slavery:  all  which  were 
referred  to  appropriate  committees.  Also  a  rdemorial  of 
said  Conference  on  distributing  the  Conference  fands  to 
superannuated  preachers,  &c. :  referred  to  Committee  on 
Ministerial  Support. 

MainB  Conference.— D.  B.  Randall  presented  a  petition 
from  Solon  circuit  on  slavery :  referred  to  Committee  on 
Slavery.  C.  W.  Morse  presented  the  resolutions  of  Maine 
Conference :  1 .  Not  approving  of  the  plan  of  a  Social 
and  Domestic  Library;  2.  Concurring  with  New- York 
Conference  on  the  use  of  spirituous  liquors;  3.  Concur-  ^  ^ 
ring  with  said  Conference  for  a  verbal  alteration  in  the  y^ 
general  rule  on  slavery;  4.  Concurring  with  Genesee 
Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  5.  Concurring  with 
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Vay,  H,  the  New  Jersey  CoDfeTence  in  relation  to  tho  tnal  of 
local  prea,chers.:  all  of  whicli  were  referred  to- the  appro- 
priate committees.  / 

nwy  Confer-         Troy  Conference. — ^T.  Seymour  presented  a  memorial 

*"^'  on  the  subject  of  slavery  frotn  St.  Albans  station ;  and  J. 

B.  Houghtaling  presented  a  report  of  a  committee  of  the 
Troy  Conference,  adopted  June  6th,  1843,  on  the  subject 
of  the  resolution  9f  the  last  General  Conference  on  colour- 
/'  ed  testimony :  both  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

New-Hunp-  New-Hampshire  Conference. — W.   D.   Cass  presented 

8h^  Center-    memorials   from    Corinth,   Gjranton,    and    Enfield    and 

Bristol  circuits,  Rochester  station,  Northfield,  St<  Paul's 

^         Church,  Lowell,  Nashua  station ;  and  from  the  Presiding 

Elder,  and  several  travelling  and  local  preachers  of  Dover 

district,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  which  were  referred. 

oeaesee  Conf.        Genesee  Confer ence.~F.  G.  Hibba^d  presented  a  me- 
niorial  on  the  subject  of  slavery  from  Warsaw  :   referred 
to  Committee  on  Slavery. 
•  &ie  c«Bf.  Erie  Conference, — J.  J.  Steadman  presented  a  memorial 

on  the  subject  of  slavery  from  Morgan,  Ohio :  referred  to 
Committee  on  Slavery^ 

mtobmrg  Con^        Pittsburg   Conference. — J.   Drummond   presented   the 

ftrence.  memorial  of  certain  *  travelling   preachers  of  Pittsburg 

Coniference,  asking  the  formation  of  a  new  Conference : 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

cite  CoKter-         Ohio  Conference. — Bishop  Soule  presented  a  commnni- 

*"^'  cation  addressed  to  him  from  William  Nasi,  asking  liberty 

to  visit  his  native  x;oontcy,  <&c.     The  substance  of  the 

communication  being  stated  by  the  Bishop,  the  Conference 

ordered  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

MkUgui  Conf.        Michigan  Conference. — E.  Crane  presented  the  resolu- 
tions of  Michigan  Conference,  concurring  with  the  New- 
c  York  Conference  on  the  subject  of  temperance  \  also  con- 

curring with  said  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery ; 
also  non-concurring  with  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the 
same  subject :  all  referred  to  the  appropriate  committees. 
I  Conf.  IlUnois  Conference. — ^J.  Yancleve  presented  the  resolu- 

tions of  this  Conference,  concurring  with  the  New- York 
Conference  on  the  subjects  of  slavery  and  temperance ; 
and  also  concurring  with  the  New-Jersey  Conference  on 
the  trial  of  local  preachers:  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees. 
I  Conf*  Arkansas  Conference. — W.  P.  Ratdiffe  presented  tho 
resolutions  of  this  Conference,  concurring  with  the  New- 
York  Conference  on  the  subjeots  of  slavery  and  temper- 
ance ;  and  also  concurring  with  the  New- York  Conference 
on  the  trial  of  local  preachers :  referred. 

l^oMCoaf.  Texas  Conference. — ^J.  Clark  presented  the  resolutions 

of  the  Texas  Conference,  non-concurring  with .  the  New- 
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York  Gottfemnce  on  the  subject  of  rfavery,  and  concurring       ^^  "• 
with  taid  Conference  on  the  subject, of  temperance;  and 
oiso  concurring  with  the  New- Jersey  Conference  on  the  trial 
of  local  preachers :  referred. 

Mississippi  Conference. — W.  Winans  presented  the  reso-  BfiMtaap^iOoQ- 
Intions  of  the  Mississippi  Conference,  non-concurring  wit|i 
the  New- York  Conference  on  the  subject  of  temperance ; 
also  non-concurring  with  the  Genesee  Conference  on 
slayefjr;  also  concurring  with  the  New- Jersey  Conference 
on  the  trial  of  local  preachers;  and  also  on  the  subject  of 
a  Social  and  Domestic  Library :  all  which  were  referred 
to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Alabama  Conferenoe. — W.  Murrah  presented  the  resolu- 
lions  of  the  Alabama  Conference,  approving  of  the  plan  of 
s  Social  and  Domestic  Library;  also  of  non-concurrence 
with  the  New- York  Cclnference  on  slavery :  referred  to 
the  proper  committees. 

Georgia  Confer ence.-^h.  Pierce  presented  the  resolu-  Oeongto  c<»r. 
tions  of  this  Conference,  non-concurring  with  the  New- 
York  Conference  on  temperance  and  slavery;  also  non- 
concurring  with  the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject  of 
slavery ;  dso  concurring  with  the  New-Jersey  Conference 
on  the  trial  of  local  preachers ;  also  approving  of  the  plan 
ef  a  Social  and  Domestic  Library:  aft  which  were  re- 
ferred. 

South  Carolina  Conference.-^'W .  Capers  presented  the  *»<mtii  OMotoi* 
report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Southern  '^""** 
Christian'  Advocate,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Also 
resolutions  of  the  South  Carolina  Conference,  non-con* 
,curring  with  the  New- York  Conference  on  the  subjects 
of  slavery  and  temperance;  also  non-concurring  with  the 
Genesee  Conference  on  slavery ;  also  non-concurring 
with  the  New-Jersey  Conference  in  reference  to  the  trid 
of  local  preachers :  all  which  were  referred. 

New* Jersey  Conference — ^I.  Winner  presented  the  reiso-  New^JJJJ^" 
hition  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  non-concurring  with 
the  Genesee  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery ;  and 
concurring  with  New-York  Conference  on  slavery  and 
temperance:  referred.  Also  a  resolution  of  the  New- 
Jersey  Conference,  making  a  local  pireacher  responsible! 
lor  any  and  all  offences  in  such  place  or  places  where 
snch  offence  maybe  committed:  referred  to  Committee 
ott  Revisal.  Also  asking  a  rule  requiring  a  report  of  the 
number  of  churches  in  each  charge,  to  be  printed  in  the 
general  Minutes  :  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

The  President  called,  for  appeals.  W.  Capers  then 
stated  that  Joseph  P.  Korton,  of  the  South  Carolina  Con- 
ference, appealed  fVom  the  decision  of  said  Conference^ 
locating  him  without  his  consent.    .     . 
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AMorU.  L,  Winner  presented  the  foUewiog  iseeolntioii,  wfaidi 

was  referred  to  the  Conupittee  on  the  Book  Concern :— >- 
*'  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  be  requested 
80  to  amend  the  Discipline,  on  page  185,  section  8,  thni 
these  words  (referring  to  Book  AgenU,  ^c.)  knay  be  stricken 
out,  viz. :  *  shall,  by  yirtue  of  their  aj^intment,  be  mem* 
tiers  of  the  New- York  Conference  ,*  and  that  the  follow- 
ing words  be  inserted  in  their  place,  viz. :  '  shall  retain 
their  membership  in  the  several  Conferences  wh^e  they 
belonged  before  their  appointment.' " 

Also  the  following  resolution,  which  was  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 

*  "  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  be  requested 
to  amend  the  rule  of  Discipline  on  page  269,  under  the 
heading  '  Of  the  Allowance  to  the  Ministers,  &c.,'  so  that 
the  following  may  be  added  to  the  fi«st  paragraph: 
<  Nevertheless,  each  Annual  Conference  shall  have  di»- 
cretionary  power,  and  may  determine  what  sum,  if  any, 
shall  be  paid  to  supernumerary  preachers,  and  those  who 
are  superannuated,  and  their  wives :  provided  always,  that 
no  supernumerary  or  superannuated  preacher,  who  has 
done  fifteen  years'  effective,  regular,  itinerant  service,  shatt 
be  subject  to  the  aforesaid  power.'" 

£.  Bowen  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern : — 

OS       "Resolved,  That  the  offer  of  the  respected  pubtisher 

^'  of  the  Northern  Advocate  to  transfer  or  make  over  his 

interests  in  said  paper  to  this  body,  on  the  condition  that 

it  shall  be  taken  into  the  family  of  the  Advocates,  and 

Subliahed  under  the  direction  of  the  General  Conference, 
e  accepted ;   s  paper  of  that  description  being  loudly 
called  for  in  central  New- York." 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions : — 
Oii^jaiMiM^oi  *<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be,  and 
^'~'  "  they  are  hereby  respectfully  requested  to  ascertain  the 
whole  amount  of  the  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of 
the  three  Missionary  Secretaries,  and  report  the  same  as 
soon  as  practicable  to  this  C<Miference." 

Bishop  Hedding  asked  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
ference till  Tuesday  next,  which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  appeal  of  Bradford  Frazea 
was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  W. 
Cooper. 

MONDAY.  MAY  13. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bishop  Soule  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  by  bim  with  reading  God*a 
word,  singing,  and  prayer. 


lOniomySe* 


Jamn$l  ^  Grnmi  Cm^sfmot,  1844. 


Tbe  jowmal  of  Saftnda^  wa»  r^ad,  cotrcMrtodi  and  oon- 
finned. 

The  phair  called  for  re{>orta  from  aelect  and  standing 
oomiaitteea. 

6,  Peck,  qhakman  of  &e  Committee  on  Renaal^  pre* 
•eated  a  second  repent,  wluch  was  read,  and  on  motion 
laid  on  the  table. 


MNTia 


l«poKt     from 
CommittMof 


No  Other  reports  from  committees  being  offered,  the  'Jj^JJf'^ 


New-ToikCq». 


New-] 


chair,  according  to  rule,  called  for  petitions,  memorials, 
and  appeals. 

New^York  On^6rmee.~«N.  Bangs  presented,  a  report 
from  a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Misr 
aionary  Society  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  containing  some 
proposed  revisions  and  alterations  of  the  Constitution  of 
said  society.     This  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Missions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  Pr&tfidence  Confirmee. — S.  Benton  presented  a  petition  PiorMmioe 
from  Wilmantick  station  on  slavery :  referred  to  Committee    ''^*******' 
on  Slavery.     P.  Townsend  a  petition  on  the«same  subject 
from  Centreville  circuit :  referred  to  same  committee. 

NevhEnghnd  Carrference,'-^F.  Crandall  presented  a  pe^^ 
^tion  on  slavery  from  Hubbardstown :  refened.  J.  Per* 
ter  presented  memorials-  from  Saogua  and  Cuonington^ 
and  two  from  WiUiamaburg  en  slavery,  which  were 
referred. 

Maine  Conference* — H.  Nickerson  presented  a  mennHial  Maine 
from,  nine  Quarterly  Meeting  Conferences  on  the  Read-  **^' 
field '  district ;  and  petitions  from  Waterville,  Fairfield, 
Wilton,  Mercer^  Skowbegan,  New-Sharon,  Farmington, 
and  N^NTway,  all  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  all  referred 
to  the  committee  on  that  subject  M.  Hill  presented  me-' 
raorials  from  Saracappa  and  Harrison,  on  slavery,  whi^ 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

NeW'Hamj^kire  Omference,-^^ ,  D.  Casa  presented  a 
petition  from  Sandwicn  on  slavery :  referred.  Also,  the 
concurrence  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference  with  the 
New- York  Conference  on  restoring  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on 
spirituous  liquors ;  the  non-concurrence  with  the  Grenesoe 
Conference  jesolution  on  slavery ;  the  non^concurtence  in 
the  New-Jersey  resolution  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers; 
and  the  concurrence  with  the  New- York  resolution  on  sla* 
very :  all  which  were  referred  to  the  proper  committees. 

Black  River  Conference. — W.  W.  Ntnde  presented  a 
memorial  on  slavery  from  Herkimer  circuit :  referred. 

Genesee  Conferenee.-^G.  Filmore  presented  the  vote  of 
this  Conference  on  what  are  termed  the  Genesee  reso^ 
Intions  on  slavery :  referred. 

Ohio  Confefence. — ^J.  B.  Finley  presented  a  menuJrial 
&om  Hebron  circuit  on  slavery  :  referred. 

Bishop  Soiile  presented  a  oommimicallon  firom  tb« 
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African  Iiwtttiite,  of  France,  aancmncdng  Ins  ehcdoQ  as 
an  honorary  member,  signed  by  the  Prince  t>f  Rohan 
Rochfort  as  President,  and  Hypolyte  Daniel  de  Saint 
Anthoine  as  Secretary  General.  In  presenting  this  letter, 
which  was  read,  and  the  accompan3riag  peters,  the  chair 
proposed  their  reference  to  some  committee,  that  he  might 
obtain  their  advice  in  regard  to  giving  in  his  adhesion, 
and  accepting  the  honour  offered  him.  fi.  Slicer  moved 
to  rafer  the  letter  and  documents  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  to  consider  and  report  thereon.  W.  Capera 
moved,  as  a  substitute  for  this  motion,  that  this  Conier- 
ence,  having  entire  confidence  in  the  discretion  of  the 
senior  Bishop,  commit  this  matter  to  himself :  lost.  P.  P. 
Sandford  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "  a  special  com* 
mittee,"  in  place  of  the  Committee  'on  Episcopacy :  the 
amendment  was  lost.  The  original  resolution  prevailed, 
and  the  papers  were  given  to  the  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy. 

North  Ohio  Conference. — £.  Thompson  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Plymouth  circuit,  on  a  Domestic  Colonisation 
Society,  which,  on  motion,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery.  A  motion  id  refer  the  above  to  a  special 
committee  was  amended  by  referring  as  above. 

Indiana  Conference, — A.  Wiley  presented  three  peti- 
tions'from  Winchester  circuit  on  slavery,  which  were 
referred. 

Rock  River  Conference. — J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  a 
petition  from  the  entire  delegation,  asking  leave  to  take  a 
collection  in  Conference  this  day,  to  aid  in  erecting  a 
M.  E.  Church  in  Milwaukie,  Wisconsin  Territory.  T. 
Strini^field  moved  to  refer  this,  and  the  case  of  all  the 
most  necessitous  churches,  to  a  committee  of  five,  which 
was  laid  on  the  table.  A  further  proposal  to  adopt  the 
resolution  of  the  memorial,  and  appoint  a  committee  to 
take  the  collection,  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 

Missouri  Conference. — ^W.  W.  Redman  presented  me* 
morials  from  all  the  stations  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and 
the  resolution  of  the  Missouri  Conference,  prayjng  that 
the  General  Conference  of  1848  may  asse^nble  there. 
On  motion,  these  were  laid  on  the  table  till  the  question 
of  the  place  of  the  next  General  Conference  be  called  up. 

Kentucky  Conference. — ^£.  Stephenson  presented  a  pe- 
tition on  the  division  of  this  Conference,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Mississippi  Conference.-^Yf .  Winans  presented  the  re- 
solution of  non-concurrence  in  the  New-York  resolution 
on  slavery :  referred. 

Bakimere  Conference. — J.  Davis  presented  a  memorial 
from  William  Houston,  praying  the  General  Conference 
t»  Tesome  his^atae  as  nnfinish^  business,  and  admit  «nd 
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t^nsider  his  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Con*  Mty  m. 
ference  in  locating  him  six  years  ago.  This  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and 
Unfhiished  Business.  H.  Slicer  presented  ^  non-con- 
cfirrence  of  this  Conference  with  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence OB  slavery,  and  the  change  of  Wesley's  rule  on  spi- 
rituons  HquoTs ;  and  their  nnaniraons  concurrence  in  the  *  - 
New-Jersey  resolution  on  the  trial  of  local  preachers :  all 
referred.  '       ^ 

Pkiladeipkia.C(mferene0,-^J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a  me- 
morial from  the  Execntiye  Committee  of  the  American 
Temperance  Union,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committed 
on  Temperance.  Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Trustees  of 
the  Union  M.  £.  Church,  of  Philadelphia,  praying  the 
next  General  Conference  to  sit  in  that  city :  laid  on  the 
table,  to  be  called  up  at  the  propet  time. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of 
W.  J.  Waller  asked  the  Conference  to  pass  a  resolution 
permitting  Dr.  Waller  to  appear  in  person  before  the 
committee.  A.  B.  Longstreet  moved,  as  a  substitute^  that 
the  committee  be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers:  adopted. 

The  chair  introduced  to  the  Conference  the  Rev.  Dr.  "Dt.  LyeiL 
Lyell,  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  who  briefly 
addressed  the  Conference. 

J.  P.  Durbin  offered  die  foUowing  resolution,  which 
was  ^dqpted : — 

*',  Resolved,  That  every  member,  when  his  Conference  RMeptkm    «f 
is  called  for  memorials  or  Conference  resolutions,  shall    S^^'^'*** 
present  at  once  all  such  documents  as  he  may  have  in  his    w«»k* 
possession,  or  under  his  control ;  and  that  this  Confer- 
ence wOl  receive  no  more  petitions  or  memorials  on  gene^ 
ral  subjects  idler  this  week. 

G.  W.  D.  Harris,  of  the  Memphis  Conference^  reminded  ^^^  *^^ 
the  chair  that  this  Conference  had  been  unintentionally     •"'*^* 
passed  by,  and  asked  leave  to  present  some  papers.    He 
gave  in  the  non-concurrence  of  his  Conference  in  the  New-  \  / 

York  and  Genesee  resolutions  on  slavery,  and  the  change  ^ 

of  Mr.  Wesle3r's  rule  on  spirituous  liquors ;  and  their 
unanimous  concurrence  with  the  New-Jersey  Conference 
on  the  trial  of  local  preachers-:  referred. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  appeal  of  Bradford  Frazee  i^maofBmd- 
from  the  action  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  who  had    ^^  '*•**•• 
located  him  without  his  consent,  was  taken  up.     The 
journal  of  the  Michigan  Conference  was  read.     J.  "B. 
Finley  moved  to  admit  the  appeal. 

A  motion  to  prolong  the  session  ten  minutes  was  lost, 
and  Conference  adjourned  at  one  o'clock,' with  prayer  by 
brother  Stringfield. 


Jauffk^d  of  Ometal  CanferencB,  1844. 


Ifajl4. 


of  9. 


Sooth  Carolina 
Gonferanoe. 


fkliadelphia 
Conference. 

Report  of  Char> 
teredFond. 


Committee    on 
the  subject. 

FMtlona,    me- 


Conference. 


Anpeal  of  Brad- 
md  Fnxee. 


DecMonof  Ifi. 
ohifpui  Cwiler^ 


TUESDAY,  MAY  14. 

•  Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock.  Bishop  Hod- 
ding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading  tho 
Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer,  by  brother  Alrerson. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  approved. 

The  chair,  under  the  rule,  called  for  reports  from 
standing  and  select  committees. 

When  the  Michigan  Conference  was  called,  £.  Cn^ne 
presented  the  memorial  of  John  Seotford,  praying  to  be 
released  from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern :  referred  to 
the  Committee  ofi  the  Book  Concern. 

South  Carolina  Conference. — H.  A.  C.  Walker  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  Wilmington  station,  praying  that 
the  station  may  not  be  set  off  to  any  other  Conference  t 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Philadelphia  Conference. — L.  Scott  presented  the  quad- 
rennial report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fond  of 
the  M.  £.  Church,  and  the  nomination  of  the  Board  to  fill 
three  yacancies  which  have  occurred  by  death  and  resig* 
nation.  On  motion  of  T.  B.  Sargent,  these  documenta 
were  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  fire,  to  prepare 
the  business  for  the  action  of  the  Conference.  The  chair 
announced  the  following  as  the  Committee  : — 

Committee  on  Chartered  Fund. — T^  B.  Sargent,  E. 
R.  Ames,  L.  M.  Lee,  6.  Filmore,  G.  W.  Webber. 

The  chair  called  for  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals, 
and  the  Conferences  were  called  in  order. 

NevhEngUmd  Conference, — D.  S.  King  presented  peti- 
tions on  slavery  from  Shelburne  Falls,  East  Cambridge, 
and  Gloucester ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

The  consideration  of  the  appeal  of  Bradford  Frazee 
waa  resumed,  on  J.  B.  Finley's  motion  of  yesterday  to 
admit  the  appeal.     The  motion  to  admit  passed. 

The  appellant  appeared  in  person,  stated  the  groundt 
of  his  appeal,  showing  cause  why  he  appealed,  and  made 
his  defence.  G.  Smith,  A.  Billings,  and  J.  Baughman,  of 
the  Michigan  Conference,  responded  to  the  plea,  and  the 
appellant  replied.  This  closed  the  pleadings  on  both 
sides.  Whereupon,  A.  L.  P.  Green  moved  to  refer  the 
case  back  again  to  the  Michigan  Conference.  J.  A.  Collins, 
as  a  substitute,  proposed  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the 
Michigan  Conference,  whereby  the  appellant  was  located 
without  his  consent.  The  substitute  was  adopted;  so 
the  location  of  B.  Frazee  was  reversed,  and  he  is  restored 
to  his  standing  in  the  itinerant  connection. 

W.  Capers  and  S.  Olin  offered  the  following  prsanMo 
.  and  resolution : — 

"  In  view  of  the  distracting  agitation  whidi  has  so  kmg 


pcevailed  on  tl»  mifaject  of  slsrerjr  «nd  abolition,  and  espe- 
cially the  difficnltiea  under  which  we  labovr  to  the  present 
Genial  Conference,  on  aeconnt  of  the  relatire  position 
of  our  brethren  North  and  South  on  this  perplexing  qaes* 
tjbon;  therefiere, 

**  ResolTed,  That  a  committee  of  three  from  the  North 
and  three  from  the  South  be  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
Bishops,  and  report  within  two  days,  as  to  the  possibility 
of  adopting  ^ome  plan,  and  what,  for  the  permanent  paci- 
fication of  the  church." 

£.  Thompson  moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  **  and  three 
firom  the  middle."  On  motion  of  W.  W.  Redman,  the 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

During  the  discussion  which  arose,  P.  Crandall,  on 
motion,  had  leave  to  continue  his  remarks  after  he  had 
spoken  fifteen  minutes. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Cdlins,  the  words,  ^  a  committee  of 
six,"  were  substituted  for  the  words,  '*  a  committee  of  three 
from  the  South  and  three  from  the  North,"  and  the  resolu- 
tion, thus  amended^  was  unanimously  adopted.* 

F.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  from  Uie  Sabbath-Schoc^ 
Conrention  which  recently  sal  in  this  city.  It  was  read, 
and  with  the  accompanying  documents  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

The  chair  presented  « letter  firom  Rev.  Dr.  Justin  Ed- 
wards, Secretary  of  the  American  and  Foreign  Sabbath 
Union,  accompanied  by  two  hundred  copies  of  the  first 
annual  report  of  the  Union^  and  as  many  copies  of  Per- 
manent Sabbath  Documents.  The  letter  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Sabbath ;  and  the  report 
and  documents  distributed  among  the  members  of  the 
Conference. 

J.  P.  Durbin  ofieved  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted :— * 

"  Resolved,  That  to-morrow  be  observed  by  this  Con- 
ference as  a  day  of  fasting  and  humiliation  before  God, 
and  prayer  for  his  blessing  upon  the  committee  of  six,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bishops,  on  die  present  difficulties ; 
and  that  the  hour  from  twelve  to  one  o'clock  be  devoted 
to  religious  services  in  the  Conference." 

On  motion  of  S.  Olin,  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
ference was  granted  to  the  Secretary,^  T.  B.  Sargent,  for 
the  session  of  Monday  next,  to  afiford  him  an  oj^rtonity 
of  preaching  on  the  sabbath  at  Middletown. 
.  On  motion^  the  rules  were  suspended  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  up  a  colle<^on  in  the  Conference,  to  be  equally 
divided  between  two  brethren  who  had  loet  or  been 
robbed  of  their  pocket  books  and  money. 

*  Brodker  ColUxu'  motion  to  amend,  having  been  omitted  in  U^ 
joonudt,  we  have  copied  it  from  the  reporter*^  acooimtik 
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IMtN.  xhe  hour  of  adjonrnnraiit  bating  come,  Conferenee 

separated  after  prayer  by  brother  Scott. 
itment  of      The  chair  informally  announced  the  committee  ordered 
this  morning,  as  follows,  viz. : —    jN»j*  A^^**^^ 

^^— WnnSSCaJters,  Stephen  OliirniVilliam  Winuis,  John 
^^^^^aily,  Leoii^das  L.  iJamUne,  Phineas  Cnindall. 
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Conference  met  at  the  nsnal  hon^  Bishop  Andrew  in 
the  chair;  and  the  opening  exercises  were  condacted  by 
brother  Simpson. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  fVom  staading  and  select 
committees. 

S.  Luckey,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Address 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrch  in  Canada,  and  the 
resolution  inviting  the  delegates  to  seHts  with  this  body, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  road  and  adopted.  It  was 
deemed  inexpedient  to  invite  them  to  seats. 

Petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals  were  next  in  order. 

Prouidenee  Conferenee»—F.  Upham  presented  a  petition 
on  slavery  from  Sandwichto^n,  which  was  referred. 

New-England  Conference, — C.  Adams  presented  a  me- 
morial from  that  Annnal  Conference,  and  another  from 
Pelkham  stjition,  on  slavery ;  which  were  referred. 

Maine  Conference. — G.  Webber  presented  a  memorial 
on  slavery  from  Orrington :  referred. 

NevhHampsloTe  Conference.-^.  Chftmberlin  presented 
a  memorial  from  Haverhill,  Mass.,  which  was  referred. 
C.  D.  Cahoon  presented  memorials  from  Whitefiekl,  Ply- 
mouth, and  Derby,  which  were  referred. 

Troy  Conference, — T.  Seymour  presented  memorials  on 
slavery  from  Johnson  and  Waterville  :  referred. 

Erie  Conference. — J. /J.  Steadman  presented  the  con- 
currence of  this  Conference  in  the  New- York  resolutions 
on  slavery  and  temperance ;  and  its  non-concurrence  in  the 
Oenesee  resolutions  on  slavery ;  also  its  action  in  favour 
of  the  Social  and  D<»nestic  Library.  These  were  all  ap- 
propriately referred. 

North  Carohna  Conference.'^J.  Jameson  presented  a 
memorial  from  Jonesville  circuit,  praying  for  the  alteration 
of  a  rule  in  Discipline :  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

BaUtmore  Conference, — ^J.  A.  Collins  presented  the 
minutes  of  a  convention  of  the  friends  of  the  J^ord's  day 
in  Baltimore  city,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Sabbath. 

On  motion  of  I.  T.  Cooper,  the  following  resolution  of 
instruction  was  sent  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal:-*- 
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"'ReiBolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  ReviMl  and  Un- 
finished Buainess  be,  and.  is  hereby  instracted  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  introdacing  the  following  or  some 
similar  provision  into  the  Discipline,  to  regulate  the  mode 
of  conducting  the  trial  of  a  Ravelling  preacher  in  an  An- 
nual Conference,  vizi:  add  at  the  close  of  paragn^^ 
second  of  the  answer  to  quest.  1,  sec.  19,  chap.  1,  after 
the  words,  '  the  whole  matter,' — '  The  whole  charge  and 
specifications  shall  be  first  presented  in  writing  by  the 
accuser,  or  a  committee  in  the  name  of  the  church,  and  a 
copy  shall  be  furnished  the  defendant,  if  desired.  The 
Conference  shall  then  appoint  a  committee  of  prosecution, 
to  adduce  the  testimony  and  represent  the  church ;  after 
which  the  defendant  shall  make  his  defence  personally 
or  by  his  representative,  (who  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
Conference ;)  the  committee  representing  the  church  may 
then  respond,  which  shall  close  the  pleadings  on  both 
sides ;  but  if  new  matter  be  admitted,  it  may  be  replied 
to.  The  defendant  shall  withdraw,  and  the  Conference 
decide.'*' 

.  T.  Stringfield  offered  a  resolution  of  fur&er  instruction 
to  the  above  committee,  which  was,  on  motion  of  P.  P. 
Sandford,  laid  oa  the  table. 

W.  A.  Smith  presented  the  report  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  which 
was  read,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern. 

.  J.  Clark  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee 
on  Revisal  to  inquire  and  report  on  the  expediency  of 
several  changes  in  the  Discipline ;  which,  on  motion  o£ 
H.  Sheer,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

L.  M.  Lee  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted,  viz. : —  * 

"Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  Bbhops 
as  relates  to  the  publication  of  'common  obituary  notices' 
in  the  General  Conference  papers,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  and  that  they  be  in« 
structed  to  consider  and  report  thereon." 

B.  M.  Drake  offered  a  resolution  proposing  to  etrikd 
out  a  clause  in  the  Discipline,  which  was,  oa  motion,  laid 
on.  the  table  according  to  rule.  The  resdutioa  is  as 
follows : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  chapter  2,  section  2, 
page  84,  on  the  reception  of  members,  be  amended  bv 
striking  out  the  words,  *  both  of  the  correctness  of  theif 
faith.'" 

On  motion  of  A.  Poe,  Conference  resolved  to  take  up 
and  consider  the  appeal  of  Luman  H.  Allen,  from  the 
action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  by  which  he  had 
been  suspended. 
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Conliirwice. 


i^W-  The  Abote  vote  was  Yeconsidered  immediatelf,  as  ibis 

sppeal  must  be  considered  whh  closed  doors ;  and  it  Iras 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 
<g«^  <^  P-  A.  L.  P.  Green  made  a  verbal  communication  to  the 
Conference  relatlTe  to  the  papers  of  the  late  reverend  and 
venerablie  Philip  Brace.  On  motion,  this  subject  was  re- 
femed  to  the  delegates  from  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Conferences,  to  be  subsequently  reported  to  this  Confer- 
ence for  future  action,  and  the  disposition  of  the  papers. 
JfiOTion  On  motion  of  £.  R.  Ames,  die  report,  io'  part,  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,  presented  on  Friday,  lOih  inst.^ 
relative  to  the  formation  of  an  Indian  Mission  Conference, 
was  taken  up.  H.  Sheer  moved  to  refer  this  report  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries.  This,  on  motion  of  T.  String- 
field,  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  report  was  adopt^ 
after  some  discussion.  The  resolutions  of  the  report 
lead  thus : — 

^  1.  Resolved,  That  there  be  established  an  Indian 
Mission  Conference,  to  be  bounded  as  follows,  viz. : — On 
the  north  by  the  Missouri  River ;  east  by  the  states  6f 
Missouri  and  Arkansas ;  south  by  Red  River ;  and  west 
by  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Indian  Mission  Conference  b6 
entitled  to  all  the  righto  and  privileges  of  other  Annual 
Conferences.** 
^gSLSm  ^       ^  motion  of  E.  R.  Ames,  the  Teport  as  adopted  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Alverson  asked  leave  of  absence  from  the  Con- 
lerence  on  Saturday  next  for  F.  6.  Hibbard;  Leave  was 
granted. 

On  motion  of  T.  Crowder,  L.  M.  Lice  had  access  given 
him  to  the  papers  of  this  Conference  to  aid  him  in  pre* 
paring  a  Life  of  his  uncle,  the  Rev.  Jesse  Lee. 

A  few  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock.  Bishop  Soule 
was  invited  into  the  chair  by  Bishop  Andrew,  to  conduct 
ihB  prayer  meeting  which  Conference  yesterday  resolved 
to  hokl  during  the  last  hour  of  to-^iay's  session.  Bish<^ 
Soule  gave  out  two  hymns,  and  at  his  request  brothers 
Richey  and  Early,  and  brothers  Crandall  and  Winans, 
kd  the  devotions  of  the  Conference.  After  these  ezer- 
eises.  Bishop  HeddKng  was  called  into  the  chair,  gave  oat 
anot))er  hymn,  and  invited  brothera  Capers  and  Filmore 
t6  lead  in  prayer. 

Soon  after  one  o'clock  Bishop  Hedding  pronounced  the 
bftnedictioD,  and  the  Conference  retired. 
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THURSDAY,  MAY  16.  ^'^^^ 

Conference  met,  according  to  rule,  at  half-past  eight 
oVlock,  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair.  The  religious  exer* 
cises  were  conducted  by  brother  Crowder. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select 
committees. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  second  report, 
in  part,  which  was  rea4,  and,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  a  third  report,  in 
part,  relating  to  the  memorial  of  William  Houston  to  the 
present  General  Conference,  and  his  appeal  to  the  Confer- 
ence of  1840,  accompanied  with  the  papers.  On  motion, 
the  consideration  of  the  subject  was  made  the  order  oC 
the  day  for  to-morrow. 

The  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  licentiates  in 
the  ministry,  and  ezhorters,  presented  a  report,  which 
was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  according  to  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  J.  H.  Young 
presented  a  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Bishop  Soule,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence, reported  verbally  that  they  had  not  yet  been  able  to 
make  a  report.  On  motion,  further  time  was  ^nted  to 
the  committee. 

Petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals  mere  declared  in 
order.  The  Annual  Conferences  were  called  for  in  suo- 
cession. ' 

NeuhYcrk  Conferemce. — 6.  Peck  presented  a  report 
firom  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday-School  Union 
of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  proposing  sondbry 
alterations  in  the  Constitution  of  the  Union.  The  report 
was  read,  and  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sunday  Schools. 

P.  Rice  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  many  official 
members  of  our  churches  in  this  city,  invitipg  \ke  next 
General  Conference  to  sit  here.    The  memorid  was  lai 
on  the  table,  to  be  called  up  when  the  place  of  sitting  for 
that  Conference  shall  be  determined  on. 

Maiae  Conference. — M.  Hill  presented  a  meroofial  from  Mtin*  Cotf.  ^ 
Monroe  circuit  on  slavery :  referred.  J.  Hobart  presented 
a  petition  on  sUvery  from  Hamden,  whtoh  was  refcirred. 
Also  one  from  the  same  place  against  the  annexation  of 
Texas,  which,  on  motion,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to 
withdraw. 

New^Enghmd  Conferenee.^f .  CrandaU  presented  peti*  ^J^^£^ 
tionr  on  slavery  from  Fitchburg,Iieominster,  and  Ashbom- 
ham,  which  were  referred. 
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Neio-Hampshire  Conference, — J.  G.  Dow  presented  a 
petition  on  slavery  from  East  Barnard  station  :  referred. 

Ohio  Conference, — J.  F.  Wright  presented  the  report  of 
the  delegation  appointed  in  1840  to  tb6  General  Confer^ 
once  of  the  Evangelical  Association,  which  sat  in  October, 
1843.  The  report  and  correspondence  were  read,  and, 
on  motion  of  W.  Capers,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Publication,  to  be  printed.  (See  Document  in  Appen- 
dix.) 

Kentucky  Conference, — G.  W.  Brush  preseyted  an  invi* 
tation  from  Louisville  to  the  General  Conference,  to  hc^d 
its  next  session  there  :  laid  on  the  table  with  other  memo- 
rials on  the  same  subject,  to  be  called  up  at  the  proper  time. 

Memphis  Conference, — G.  W.  D.  Harris  presented  the 
unanimous  concurrence  of  tfab  Conference  in  the  plan  of 
a  Social  and  Domestic  Library:  referred  to  tke  special 
committee  on  that  subject. 

Mississippi  Conference. — G.  M.  Rogers  presented  a 
memorial  from  Asbury  H.  Shanks,  praying  to  be  released 
from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern :  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

Baltimore  Conference, — T.  B.  Sargent  presented  the 
action  of  this  Conference,  disapproving  almost  unanimously 
of  the  plan  of  a  Social  and  Domestic  Library  t  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject. 

The  order  of  the  day,  the  appeal  of  Luman  H'.  Allen, 
was  called.  « 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  postpone  the  order  of  the  day  to 
allow  him  to  present  a  resolution :  lost. 

In  resuming  the  appeal  of  L.  H.  Allen,  it  was  resolved, 
on  motion  of  A.  Poe,  to  sit  with  closed  doors  during  the 
consideration  of  this  appeal.  This  resolution  was  so 
amended  as  not  to  exclude  regular  travelling  preachers. 
It  was  moved  further  to  amend,  so  as  to  exclude  all  the 
reporters,  except  the  official  one,  and  that  no  report  at  all  be 
made  of  Uiis  case.  H.  .Slicer  moved  still  further  to  amend 
by  allowing  the  reporters  who  are  on  the  floor  to  remain. 
^.  Sovereign's  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  was  lost 
On  motion  of  A.  Poe  the  vote  on  his  motion  was  reconsi- 
dered. P.  P.  Sandford  then  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to 
sit  with  closed  doors  on  the  table  :  lost.  H.  Slicer  moved 
as  a  substitute,  that  during  the  examination  of  this  case  no 
one  but  the  members  and  officers  be  allowed  to  attend. 
Tho  substitute  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table.  W.  W. 
Redman  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  we  sit  with  closed 
doors,  but  do  not  «xclude  travelling  preachers.  J.  E. 
Evans  moved  to  lay  the  whole  su^ect  on  the  table,  and 
proceed  with  the  appeal:  lost.  The  amendment  and 
BBSolution  were  ado|Hed,  and  Conference  excluded  all  bat 
officers  and  travelling  preachers. 
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Oq  motion,  the  sexton  and  a  trastee  of  the  church  were 
vequested  to  act  aa  doorkeepers  during  this  appeal. 

The  appeal  of  Lnman  H.  Allen,  who,  on  a  charge  of 
immorality,  had  been  suspended  from  all  official  relations 
to  the  church  by  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  was  taken 
up.  The  journal  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  was  re^, 
and  the  Conference,  on  motion, .  resolved  to  admit  the 
appeal. 

The  appellant  was  not  present,  but  J.  H.  Power  ap- 
peared as  his  representative,  and  stated  the  grounds  of 
his  appeal.  E.  Thompson,  as  the  repreeentative  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference,  and  A.  Poe,  as  one  of  the  dele- 
gates, responded  to  the  plea  of  brother  Power.  J.  H. 
Power  made  response  for  the  appellant,  but  had  not  con- 
eluded  at  a  few  minutes  before  one  o'clock ;  when,  on 
motion.  Conference  resolved  to  prolong  the  sessicMi  until 
the  case  should  be  finished.  Brother  Power  proceeded' 
until  a  quarter  past  one,  when  he  gave  way  to  a  motion  to 
adjourn. 
^  The  benediction  was  pronounced  by  brother  Pickering. 
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FRIDAY.  MAY  17,  Mirir. 

Conference  met  at  the  hour  appointed  by  the  rule. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  reading 
God^s  word,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother  Perkins. 

The  chair,  according  to  rule,  called  for  reports  from 
standing  and  select  committees. 

J.  T.  Mitchell,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Episco- 
pacy, presented  report  No.  1,  which  was  read  and  adopted, 
as  rollows : — 

"The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  .offer  the  following    ***' 
resolution,  viz. : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  deficits  in  the  travelling  expenses 
of  the  several  Bishops,  and  the  postage  account  of  Bishop 
Waugh,  as  follows : 

**  The  deficit  of  Bishop  Soule,  «157  76 

"        "  "      Andrew,  126  75 

"        "  «      Waugh,  173  72 

"        "  «      Morris,  163  75 

"Postage  account  of  Bishop  Waugh,      40  15 

Total,  $662  15 

be  paid  over  to  them  by  the  Book  Agents  in  New- York. 
/'Robert  Pains,  Chatrman. 
''New-York,  May  16,  1844." 

Bishop  Soule,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Confer-  ^SJ^nJJJJ; 
ence,  made  a  verbal  report,  requesting  the  delegates  from  em  aodSouUi. 
the  Northern  Conferences  to  meet  in  this  church  at  three    S^^^JSiP*^ 
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May  17.       o'clock  this  aAernoon ;  and  those  from  the  Southern  CoD' 
ferences  ia  the  lecture  rooai,  at  the^same  hour. 

Petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals  were  next  in  order. 

Providence  Conference. — S.  Benton  presented  a  petition 
on  slavery  from  Greenville  station  :  referred  to  Committee 
on  Slavery.  J.  Lovejoy  presented  a  memorial  from  New- 
Bedford  :  referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Ohio  Conference. — Bishop  Soule  presented  a  letter  from 
Samuel  Williams  of  Cincinnati,  a  highly  respectable 
member  of  our  church,  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Wright;  suggesting 
the  propriety  of  inserting  in  the  preliminary  to  our  sacra- 
mental service,  "  sentences"  from  the  present  authorized 
version,  instead  of  those  now  in  the  Discipline  :  referred 
to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Oil  motion  of  S.  D.  Ferguson,  the  following  resolution 

of  instruction  was  agreed  to  :— 

Xew»iatton  in-  >     "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revision  be,  and 

xSttee^oiP^  they  hereby  are  instructed  so  to  revise  the  sacramental, 

^f^*^'  ordination,  and  burial  services,  and   other  parts  of  our 

Discipline  where  portions  of  Scripture  are  used,  as  to 

conform  those  scriptures  to  the  present  authorized  vei- 

sion." 

Kentucky  Conference. — H.  B.  Bascom  presented  the 
application  of  J.  Peak  to  be  released  from  a  debt  due  to 
the  Book  Concern:  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

Conference  resumed  the  business  on  which  it  adjourned 
yesterday ;  the  appeal  of  Luman  H.  Allen.  J.  H.  Power, 
who  had  been  interrupted  by  adjournment,  resumed 
his  rejoinder;  and  when  he  had  finished  the  pleadings 
closed. 

J.  H.  Power  moved  that  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference,  in  suspending  L.  H.  Allen  from  all  official 
relation  to  the  church,  be  and  is  hereby  reversed.  J.  B. 
MTerrin  offered  the  following  substitute,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table : — 

"  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  proceedings  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference  in  the  case  of  Luman  H.  Allen 
are  informal,  we  remand  the  case  back  for  a  new  trial.*' 

£.  R.  Ames  moved  that  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference  be  and  hereby  is  affirmed.  This  motion  pre- 
vailed :  so  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  was 
confirmed,  and  the  suspension  of  Luman  H.  Allen  from 
all  official  relations  to  the  church  is  continued. 

Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
memorial  of  William  Houston,  in  relation  to  his  appeal  to 
the  General  Conference  of  1 840,  from  the  decision  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  which  in  1837  had  located  him 
without  his  consent.  The  appellant  did  not  appear  in 
person,  but  as  he  had  constituted  the  Philadelphia  dele- 
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£ion  hi8>repre8ehtative8,  T.  J.  Thompson,  in  behalf  of 
t  delegation,  appeared  for  him. 

The  journals  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  for  1837-^, 
in  reference  to  this  location,  were  read ;  when,  on  motion 
of  S.  Lackey,  the  appeal  was  admitted.  T.  J.  Thompson, 
for  W.  Houston,  stated  the  grounds  of  the  appeal ;  when 
A.  Griffith,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  made  a  shoit 
response.  On  motion  of  H.  Slicer  and  A.  Griffith,  and 
with  the  approval  of  the  entire  delegation  of  ten  from  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  the  action  of  that  Conference,  in 
locating  W.  Houston  without  his  consent,  was  reversed. 
So  the  decision  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  was  re- 
versed, and  W.  Houston  is  restored  to  his  standing  in  the  ' 
itinerant  connection. 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  Conference  proceeded  to  take 
up  and  consider  the  appeal  of  James  S.  Lent  from  the 
action  of  the  Genesee  Conference  in  locating  him  without 
his  consent.  The  journals  of  th6  Genesee  Conference 
for  1842  and  1843,  showing  their  proceedings  in  this  case, 
"were  read. 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  Conference  resolved  to  admit 
the  appeal  of  J.  S.  Lent.  The,  appellant  did  not  appear  in 
person,  but  had  appointed  S.  Luckey  of  Genesee,  and  W. 
W.  Redman  of  Missouri,  his  representatives.  S.  Luckey 
for  the  appellant  presented  a  plea,  stating  the  grounds  of 
his  appeal,  written  by  Lent  himself,  which  was  read  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Conference.  O.  Filmore,  for  the 
Genesee  Conference,  responded ;  and  W.  W.  Redtnan 
made  a  brief  reply  for  the  appellant,  which  closed  the 
pleadings  on  both  sides. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  affirm  the  decision  of  the  Genesee 
Conference,  by  which  James  S.  Lent  was  located.  A 
notion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  was  lost.  S.  Luckey  asked 
to  be  excused  from  voting  in  this  case :  request  not  grant- 
ed. The  question  was  put  and  the  decision  affirmed  ;  slo 
the  action  of  the  Genesee  Conference  by  which  James 
S.  Lent  was  located  is  confirmed. 

On  motion,  £.  Thompson  had  leave  of  absence  from 
the  Conference,  for  the  purpose  of  preaching  in  Rahway, 
New-Jersey. 

T.  B.  Sargent,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Char- 
tered Fund,  presented  a  report,  accompanied  by  five  reso- 
lutions, which  were  read. 

J.  Early  moved  to  adopt  the  report.  The  resolutions 
-were  considered  separately.  The  first  resolution  was 
adopted.  The  second  was  adopted,  by  which  James  J. 
Bos  well  was  elected  Trustee  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  by 
143  rotes.  The  third  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Samuel 
Ashmead  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  said  Fund,  by  132 
votes.     The  fourth  resolution  was  read ;  and  a  resolution 
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Vajr  17.       ^as  offered  by  J.  E.  Evans  to  amend  it,  by  striking  out 

^TctaiSS    ^^^^  Rhile,  and  inserting  Edmund  I.  Yard.    This  amend- 

Fnod.  ment  was  not  agreed  to.    The  original  resolution  was 

adopted,  and  John  Rhile  was  elected  a  Trustee  of  said 

Fund  by  117  votes. 

On  motion,  the  feport  and  resolutions,  as  a  whole,  were 
adopted.    The  resolutions  are  as  follows,  viz.  :^- 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  proceed  forthwith 
to  choose  and  appoint  three  of  the  persons  nominated  by 
the  surviving  Trustees  to  fill  the  vacancies  in  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  M.  £.  Church 
in  the  United  States  of  America. 

<*  2.  Resolved,  That  James  J.  Boswell  be«  and  is  hereby 
chosen  and  appointed,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  a  Trustee 
of  the  Chartered  Fund  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  place  of  the  late  Caleb  North,  de- 
ceased. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  Samuel  Ashmead  be,  and  is  hereby 
chosen  and  appointed  a  Trustee  of  the  said  Chartered 
Fund,  in  the  place  of  Michael  S.  Johns,  resigned. 

**  4.  Hesolved,  That  John  Rhile  be,  and  hereby  is  chosen 
and  appointed,  by  a  majority  of  vptes,  a  Trustee  of  the 
Chartered  Fund,  in  the  place  of  Aqnila  A.  Browne,  who 
has  resigned. 

*'  5.  Resolved,  That  as  soon  as  the  above  vacancies  are 
supplied,  the  Secretary  of  this  Conference  shall  forward 
to  John  F.  Walker,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  proper  certifi- 
cates signed  and  countersigned,  as  directed  in  the  third 
article  of  the  charter." 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  the  brethren  from  Canada  whose  ap* 
plication  to  be  recognized  by  this  Conference  has  been 
acted  on  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  a  committee  to 
whom  their  application  was  referred,  and  the  delegates 
from  the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in 
^    Canada,  be  permitted  to  take  a  copy  of  the  report  in  their  i 

case."  I 

On  motion  o(  P.  P.  Sandford,  Conference  granted  leave 
of  absence  to  H.  White  and  M.  Richardson,  until  Mon*  i 

day.     On  motion  of  L.  Scott,  the  same  was  granted  to  i 

T.  Maddem 
DmrtoM  of  Bishop  Soule,  for  brothers  Richey  and  Case,  the  dele- 
g^  *^  gates  of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  informed  the 
Conference  that  these  brethren  had  been  compelled,  by 
official  business,  to  depart  at  a  time  when  they  could  not 
formally  take  leave  of  the  Conference ;  but  had  desired 
him  to  communicate  the  grateful  sense  they  entertained 
of  the  kindness  with  which  they  had  been  received,  and 
to  assure  the  Conference  of  their  ardent  wishes  and  fer-  , 

I 
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▼eat  prayers  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  whole       ^^^ 
body  represented  in  this  Conference. 

J.  M.  Trimble  offered  the  following  resolution  of  instruc- 
tion, which,  on  motion,  was  referred,  viz. : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
stnict^  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  adding  another 
clause  to  section  7,  page  92,  On  Bringing  to  Trial,  Ac.  • 

The  addition  asked  for  is  as  follows : — *  The  preacher  in 
charge  of  a  circuit  or  station,  shall  keep  a  record,  in  a  book 
provided  for  that  purpose,  by  the  stewards,  of  all  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  trial  of  members ;  such  as  the  charges, 
testimony,  and  decision  of  the  committee.'" 

J.  B.  Finley  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : —  , 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  ure  of  BUiop 
make  inquiry  into  the  probable  prospect  of  bavins  the  Life  '  '•''•»**^ 
^of  our  beloved  late  Bishop  M'Kendree  published,  and  re- 
port to  this  Conference'  as  so<m  as  practicable.*' 
.  On  motion  o(  J,  T.  Peck,  Ae  report,  in  part,  No.  1,  of  »gj»i  B«p«t, 
the  Committee  on  Revival,  was  called  up.   He  also  moved 
Uf  adopt  the  report.     W.  A.  Smith  moved  to  lay  the  re- 
port and  motion  to  adopt  it  on  the  table  for  the  present  : 
lost.     J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  be  postponed  until  the  report  of  the  Com- 
xmttee  on  Temperance  is  presented. 

While  H.  Slicer  was  on  the  floor,  his  fifteen  minutes 
having  expired,  N.  Bangs  moved  to  grant  him  leave  to 
continue  his  remarks :  lost. 

Pending  the  discussion  on  postponement,  J.  T.  Peck 
moved  tp  amend,  by  making  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to^ 
morrow :  laid  on  the  table.  J.  T.  Peck  further  moved  to 
amend,  by  striking  out  ^*tifitil  the  report,''  &c.,  and  insert- 
ing "  for  the  present"    This  also  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  postponing  until  the  Po^poMd. 
Committee  on  Temperance  shall  report,  and  it  prevailed. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  the  following  resolution  of  instruc-' 
tion,  which  was  adopted : — 

^  Whereas  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  whether  inrtradaoB^  to 
a  certificate  may  be  refused  by  a  preacher,  because  of  rJ^SwHl'**  ^ 
length  of  time,  or  improper  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  '     ' 

holder;  therefwe  *  - 

'*  Resolved,^  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  answer 
7  to  question  2,  chapter  1,  section  10  of  the  Discipline, 
8S  to  fix  some  time  during  which  a  certificate  shall  be 
valid :  and  also  to  make  it  the  du^  of  the  preacher  to 
whom  a  valid  certificate  may  be  presented,  to  receive  such 
certificate  as  evidence  of  membmhip  in  the  church." 

W.  Patten  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was, 
on  motion,  referred : — 
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:  "Resolved,  That  the  Committee  mi  ReTtsal  be,  and 
they  hereby  are  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  so  altering  the  rule  of  Discipline  on  temporal  economy, 
page  168,  answer  3,  as  to  read^  after  the  words '  qtwrterfy 
meeting! — ^'and  shall  send  up  to  the  ensuing  Annual  C<mfer* 
ence  a  true  statement  of  the  estimate  made  to  meet  the' table 
expenses,  house  rent,  &c.,  of  the  preacher  or  preachers ;  86 
that  the  Conference  Stewards  may  be  able  to  settle  with 
the  preachers  accordingly/  Also,  on  page  177,  answer 
5,  strike  out  all  after  the  words,  ^  in  money  or  otherwise,' 
and  insert  in  lieu  thereof*^^  after  such  estimate  is  made, 
the  quarterage  and  table  expenses  shall  be  added  together, 
and  collected,  as  so  much  for  the  support  of  the  preacher 
or  preachers.'  Also,  ou  page  178,  seventh  line  from  the 
t<^,  after  the  words, '  several  ability,'  insert,  <  and  he  shall 
receive  in  proportion  to  the  whole  amount  on  the  circuits 
or  stations,  respectively,  for  the  support  of  the  preachers."* 
Leave  of  absence  was  asked  for  S.  Benton  and  N. 
I^ouods,  but  was  not  granted.  After  prayer  by  brother 
Steadm^Ja,  Conference  adjourned  at  the  regular  hour. 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  18. 

The  Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and 
was  opened  with  appropriate  exercises,  by  brother  Paine. 
Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  of  yesterday  were  read,  and  confirmed. 

The  ch&ir  called  for  reports  from  committees. 

Bishop  Soule,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Conference, 
presented  the  following  report,  which,  on  motion  of  E.  R. 
Ames,  was  accepted,  and  the  committee  discharged  frooi 
all  further  consideration  of  the  subject  :*— 

"The  Committee  of  Conference  have  instrected  me  to 
report,  that  after  a  calm  and  deliberate  investigation  of  the 
subject  submitted  to  their  consideration,  they  are  unable 
to  agree  upon  any  plan  of  compronlkise  to  reconcile  the 
views  of  the  northern  and  southern  Conferences. 

"  JosnuA  Soule." 
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The  chair  called  for  memorials,  petitions,  and  appeals. 

Genesee  Conference. — Wh^  this  Conference  was  called, 
Bishop  Hedding  presented  a  memorial,  which  had  been 
put  in  his  hands,  from  Seneca  Falls,  on  the  subject  of 
slavery :  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Erie  Conference. — ^T.  Goodwin  presented  a  memorial 
from  sundry  members  of  the  M.  £.  Church,  in  the  city  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  praying  to  be  included  in  a  new  Con* 
ference,  which  they  desire  may  be  called  Cleveland. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries* 

Michigan    Conference,-^.  A.  Baiigfaman   preMDtad  a 


Bieniorial  on  the  subject  of.slaTery,  from  DetroU^  wUch        ^^^ 
wss  referred. 

When  the  call  was  finished,  J.  A.  Collins  mored  to.  Report  on  m*. 
take  up  the  report  of  the  coonnittea  on  the  memorial  of  J.  ySuag.^'''  ^ 
H.  YouDg.     iThe  report  was  taken  up  and  read.    J.  A.  ^ 

Collins  moved  to  adopt  the  report,     N.  Bangs  moved  as      ' 
a. substitute,  that  the  report  and  accompanying  resolution 
be  referred  to  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York ;  and  the 
substitute  prevailed. 

J.  J.  Steadman  presented  a  resolution  proposing  some 
alterations  in  the  Discipline;  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  Conference  took  up  report  No.  *JJJJ  J^  ^ 
2  of  the  Mission  Committee,  on  the  subject  of  the  forma- 
tion of  a  German  Annual  Conference ;  and  on  the  com- 
munication of  W.  Nast,  asking  leave  to  visit  his  native 
country,  with  a  view  to  more  extended  missionary  opera* 
tions  among  his  brethren.  A  division  was  called  for,  ^nd 
the  resolutions  appended  to  the  first  part  of  the  report  were 
reaa  and  adopted. . 

The  second  part  of  the  report  was  then  considered;  and. 
the  reading  of  the  letter  of  brother  Nast  was  called  for, 
which  was  ordered,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  who  moved,  to    . 
suspend  the  further  consideration  of  the  report,  to  enabls 
brother  Collins  to  obtain  the  letter  of  brother  Nast 

F.  Reed  presented  the  resolutions  of  the  New-York  'JS^JJ*  ^ 
Conference  on  slavery  and  temperance ;  also  the  action    •iaveT7,*c. 
of  said  Conference  on  the  Genesee  resolution  on  slavery; 
and  the  New- Jersey  resolution  on  the  Subject  of  local 
pceachers ;  all  of  which  were  appropriately  referred. 

S.  Comfort  presented  the  following  Resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  :<-*-  * 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  RMohitioB  oa 
be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe-  SjJJSJJpii. 
diency  of  publishing  a  monthly  periodical,  containing  set- 
mons  from  living  Methodist  ministers,  by  the  Book  Agenis, 
at  New -York,  and  report  thereon." 

W.  W.  Redman  presented  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Briavisal : — 

"  Whereas  a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  consequently  of « 
practice,  exists  in  reference  to  the  natethod  by  which  dis*    Sjtteei.^^'*^ 
orderly  persons,  who  are  '  on  trial,'  shall  be  fqund  guilty, 
reproved,  or  discontinued ;  therefore 

"1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in* 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  placing,  in  some 
appropriate  section  of  the  Discipline,  the  course  to  b^ 
pursued  in  reference  to  persons  '  on  trial,'  who  have  acted 
disorderly. 

**  2.  Resolved,  That  tha  Committee  on  Revisal  define 
what  is  to  be  understood  by  'proper  trial,'  in  the  last  line 
of  section  7,  page  94." 
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/  HkF  18.  s.  Benton  asked  for  leave  of  absence  from  tbe  Con- 

ference nntil  Monday  night,  to  visit  home,  and  some  of  bi» 
eliarge  who  are  sick.    Not  granted. 
M.  Simpson  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted  >^ 
]u^ti«Bf<vm       "  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  this 
HiitoTvof  tto  General  Conference,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  papers 
M .  B.  cbuch.   belonging  to  this  body,  in  reference  to  the  history  of  the 
M.  £.  Church;  and  that  the  ministers,  members,  and 
friends  of  our  church  be  respectfully  and  earnestly  re- 
quested to  furnish  said  committee  with  all  documents  and 
correspondence  touching  the  lives  of  any  of  our  deceased 
Bishops,  or  other  ministers,  and  any  documents  throwing 
Hght  upon  the  history  of  our  church :  and  that  said  com* 
mittee  be  required  to  take  measures  for  properly  arrang* 
ing  and  securing  said  papers,  and  report  to  the  next 
General  Conference.*' 

The  Conference  voted  that  the  above  committee  should 
consist  of  five. 

W.  D.  Cass  presented  a  resolution,  asking  a  change  in 
the  Discipline  on  preachers  referring  church  trials,  &c., 
which,  on  motion  of  A.  Wood,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Report  oA  Mit-       J.  A.  Collins  having  returned  with  the  communication 
•loiM,  No.  t.     ^f  brother  Nast,  Conference  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions.    The  letter 
was  read,  and  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  resolution  ap- 
pended to  the  report  of  the  committee  referring  to  brother 
Nast's  visit  to  Germany  was  adopted.    The  report  as  a 
whole  was  then  adopted.    (See  report,  p. — .) 
ispeaaM  of  N.  Bangs  moved,  that  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincin* 

brottOT  Nml    ^^^  estimate  the  amount  necessary  to  meet  the  expense  of 
brother  Nast's  visit ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  pay  the 
'    same  out  of  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern.    H.  Slicer 
moved  to  amend  by  adding,  **  provided  the  same  shall  not 
exceed  one  thousand  dollars."    The  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 
Besohitkm  oa        A.  Billings  offered  a  resolution,  authorizing  the  Book 
tofflarc.*"**    Agents  to  give  to  each  college  and  seminary  under  our 
control,  a   copy  of  every  book  published  at  our  Book 
Room.    I.  Winner  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  and  also 
to  every  regular  itintont  minister."    J.  T.  Peck  moved  to 
lay  the   amendment   on   the  table:    lost.     W.  Murrah 
moved  that  the  amendment  and  resolution  be  both  laid  on 
the  table,  which  prevailed. 

H.  H.  Kavanaugh  offered  a  resolution  on  the  subject 
of  increasing  the  quarterage  allowance  of  our  ministers ; 
which,  on  motion,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  B.  MTerrin  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 
RM^tetton  on        "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instnict- 
^^^"f^^i'^'      ed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  introducing  into  the 
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ibiscipline  a  rule  prohibiting  our  ministers  rebaptiadng       Mtyia 
those  who  have  been  properly  baptized  in^faney,  or  in 
riper  years.'^ 

M.  Simpson  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  be  RMohadon  on 
instmcted  to  inquire  as  to  the  expediency  of  this  Con-  ^^''^^  sckooia 
fference  electing  a  board  of  directors  to  superintend  the 
general  interests  of  Sunday  schools  in  onr  Church ;  and 
mat  the  committee  further  consider  the  propriety  of  with- 
drawing from  all  connection  with  voluntary  associations 
on  this  subject.^ 

A.  L.  P.  (jrreen  offered  a  resolution  to  strike  out  part 
of  question  17,  chapter  1,  section  3,  of  the  Discipline,  and 
moved  its  reference,  which  did  not  prevail. 

W.  A.  Smith  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal : — 

''  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instmcted  R«8oiottoii  on 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  language    ^^^"^ 
of  the  Discipline,  section  5,  answer  5,  page  177,  as  to 
make  it  more  clearly  express  and  define  its  meaning." 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  to  inquire  respect-  comnittM  oa 
ing  the  publication  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Bishop  M^Ken-  Ufo  o/BPKan- 
dree,  as  fc^ows:  Nathan  Bangs,  John  P.  Durbin,  Charles  • 

Elliott. 

After  the  notices  were  given  out,  Conference  adjourned 
with  prayer  by  brother  Hamilton.  ^ 

MONDAY,  MAY  20.  May  »  ^ 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight,  and  was  opened  in 
the  usual  way,  by  brother  Rice.  Bishop  Hedding  in  the 
chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  and  approved. 

S.  Luckey  moved  to  reconsider  that  part  of  the  report  Report  of  mbj- 
of  the  Committee  on  Missions  referring  to  brother  Nast,    mt^recon- 
which  was  adopted  on  Saturday:  carried.     On  motion    2J^i^ 
of  S.  Luckey,  the  report  was  amended  by  striking  out 
"  misaionajry  operations,"  and  inserting  **  usefulness." 

J.  Early  moved  that  at  the  proper  time  each  morning 
the  journals  be  read,  without  counting  whether  there  be 
a  quorum  present :  carried. 

The  chair,  according  to  the  rule,  called  for  reports  from  lUporta. 
standing  and  select  committees. 

J.  Davis,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial  ^S^memSi! 
of  W.  J.  Waller,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and 
on  motion  of  B.  T.  Crouch,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Bishop  Soule  addressed  the  Conference,  stating  the  Bishop  sooi*'* 
attention  of  brother  T.  B.  Sargent  to  him  as  a  travelling    Smra^p^tof 
companion  during  his  visit  to  Europe;  and  also  that  he    T.B.8ai]gtnt. 
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was  not  informed  wlietli4)r  brother  Sftrgent  had  reoeired, 
^m  any  aonrbe,  anything,  either,  as  quarterage  or  lable 
expenses  during  his  absence ;  and  suggested  the  propriety 
of  the  Conference  inquiring  into  and  making  provision  for 
the  same.  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  suggestion  of  the 
Bishop  was  referred  to  the  delegates  from  the  Baltimore 
Conference  to  examine  and  report. 

The  chair  presented  a  communication  fh>m  Dr.  Bond,^ 
enclosing  an  article  originally  designed  for  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal;  suggesting  the  propriety  of  having 
the  Notes  of  Bishop  Asbuiy,  &c.,  bound  up  with  the  next 
Discipline.  A  motion  was  made  to  refer  the  document  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisal :  this  motion  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  vi2.  :— 

"  Whereas  it  is  currently  reported,  and  generally  under- 
stood, that  one  of  the  Bishops  of  the  M.  £.  Church  has 
become  connected  with  slavery ;  and  whereas  it  is  due 
to  this  General  Conference  to  have  a  proper  understand- 
ing of  the  matter ;  therefore, 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  be 
instructed  to  ascertain  the  facts  in  the  case,  and  report 
the  results  of  their  investigation  to  this  body  ^o-morrow 
morning.^  John  A.  Collins, 

J.  B.  HOUOHTALINO." 
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W.  Winans  moved  to  reconsider  that  part  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Missions  which  refers  to  the  forma- 
tion of  German  districts,  as  adopted  on  Saturday  last. 
The  motion  prevailed ;  and  he  then  moved  that  the  first 
resolution  be  stricken  out,  which  prevailed.  On  a  motion 
of  T.  Crowder,  the  second  resolution  was  amended  by 
striking  out  the  word  "  other.**  The  report  as  amended 
was  then  adopted. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  as  they  were  finally 
adopted: — 

'*  1 .  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  authorized  and 
requested,  in  all  such  cases  as  in  their  judgment  may  be 
considered  necessary,  to  form  our  German  Missions  into 
districts,  irrespective  of  Conference  boundaries ;  and  ap- 
point a  Presiding  Elder  to  each  of  Said  districts ;  and  that 
the  German  preachers  within  the  district  or  districts  shall 
be  members  of  that  Conference  to  which  the  Presiding 
Elder  may  belong. 

'*  The  committee^  have  also  had  under  consideration  a 
very  interesting  comnranication  from  Rev.  William  Nast 
to  Bishop  Soule,  which  was  referred  by  the  General  Con- 
ference to  this  committee ;  in  which  brother  Nast  proposes 
t9  visit  Germany,  wit^  a  view  to  mere  extended  usefulDess 
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among  Yds  brethrenof  the  German  nation ;  and  after  read- 
ing the  communication,  it  was  unailimoasly 

*'  2.  Resolved,  That  we  approve  of  the  plan  of  brother 
Nast,  and  that  we  recommend  to  the  Bishops  to  permit 
hihi  to  make  the  proposed  visit. 

'*  Respectfully  submitted, 

*'  N.  Bangs,  Chairman. 

"  New-York,  May  16,  1844." 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  take  up  the  second  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisal :  carried.  The  first  part  of  the 
rofkort  was  read.  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  this  part  of  the 
report  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  On  motion, 
the  balance  of  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  take  up 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for 
Licentiates. 

This  report  was  then,  on  motion,  taken  up  and  read. 
While  the  first  resolution  was  Under  consideration,  N. 
Bangs  moved  to  lay  it  on  tbe  table :  the  motion  was  lost. 
J.  B.  Finley  moved  indefinitely  to  postpone  the  resolution. 
N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  motion  for  indefinite  postpone* 
ment  on  the  table  :  carried.  J.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table :  the  motion  prevailed.  The 
second  resolution  was  then  read;  and,  on  motion  of  W. 
Capers,  the  report  and  resolution  were  recommitted. 

On  motion  of  J.  B.  Houghtaliug,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal,  No.  2,  was  taken  up.  The  first  item 
was  taken  up  and  read ;  and,  dn  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
The  second  item  was  read,  and  S.  Luckey  moved  its  adop- 
tion. T.  Spicer  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  words, 
*<  where  it  is  practicable,"  after  the  words,  **  have  been 
committed."  The  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table^ 
on  motion  of  J.  B.  Finley.  C.  W.  Ruter  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting  after  the  word  "  committed,"  the  words, "  or 
where  this  cannot  be  done  in  the  circuit  or  station  where 
the  accused  resides."  W.  W.  Ninde  moved  to  recommit 
this  part  of  the  report :  carried. 

The  second  part  of  the  report  was  then  read,  and  A. 
Wiley  moved  its  indefinite  postponement.  C.  W.  Ruter 
moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table;  but  before  the 
question  could  be  taken  the  hour  of  adjournment  arrived. 
Notices  were  then  given  out,  and  the  Conference  adjourned 
with  prayer,  by  brother  A.  Adams. 
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TUESDAY,  MAY  21. 

Conference  met  at  the  utfual  hour,  and  was  opened  wi^ 
religious  services,  by  brother  Crouch.  Bishop  Waugh  iii 
the  chair. 

The  journals  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 
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^T^*  Reports  ftgin  standkig  and  select  commttteos  were 

»«i«^-      caUed  for  by  ffie  chair. 
^^J^jJJJf  ^      The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates  pre- 
sented  a  report  in  part.    A  proposition  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  was  lost.     E.  R.  Ames  moyed,  that  in  accordance 
with  the  report  of  the  committee,  brother  Patton  he  re- 
lieved.   J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  recommit  the  report. 
This  did  not  obtain.    t)n  motion  of  6.  Hildt,  the  report 
'  was  laid  on  the  table. 
&ei||pit«9ciit,       The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  a  report,  No.  3, 
which  was  read,  (md  on  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  adopted  as 
a  whole,  as  follows : —  ^ 

''  The  Committee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  further  to  report : 

"  1.  That  the  changes  proposed  in  the  rule  for  the  trial 
of  preachers,  and  for  appeals  in  the  Annual  Conferences, 
by  P.  M.  M'Gowan  ana  others,  are  inexpedient. 

<*2.  That  the  amendment  proposed  in  relation  to  the  re- 
storation of  preachers  who  have  been  expelled  for  'gross 
immorality,*  by  H.  J.  Clark,  is  inexpedient. 

'*  3.  That  the  roisommendation  of  the  New-Jersey  Con* 
ference,  to  report  the  number  of  churches  in  the  circuits, 
is  inexpedient. 

'*  4.  That  the  change  proposed  in  relation  to  the  distri- 
bution of  the  funds  among  the  claimants  at  the  Annual 
Conferences,  is  inexpedient. 

"  5.  That  the  alteration  proposed  by  the  memorial  from 
Jonesville  circuit,  North  Carolina  Conference,  making 
superannuated  preachers  members  of  the  Quarterly  Con- 
ference where  they  reside,  is  unnecessary,  as  your  com* 
mitteo  conceive  the  fact,  which  the  memorialists  wish 
more  clearly  defined,  is  already  sufficiently  plain. 
^  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  il%  21,  1844.  Gboroe  Peok,  CKaxmanP 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  presented  another  report, 
which  was  recommitted  yesterday.    As  it  proposes  alte- 
rations in  the  Discipline,  it  lies  on  the  table  one  day,  ac- 
cording to  rule. 
B6portonBpis-       The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  presented  a  report, 
coptqr.  No.  t.    -^^  2,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows : — 

"  The  CoQunittee  on  Episcopacy  having  had  under  con- 
sideration the  communication  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cin« 
cinnati,  in  relation  to  the  money  advanced  by  them  to 
defray  the  travelling  expenses  of  the  late  Bishop  Roberts 
nwr^UB*  Qz-  among  the  Indian  tribes  west  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas, 
^SSmS^  unanimously  agreed  to  recommend  to  the  Conference  to 
make  an  appropriation  of  the  amount  of  $90  for  the  travel- 
Ung  expenses  of  Bishop  Roberts.    Respectfully  submitted, 
"Robert  Paine,  Chwrman. 
«  NwhYwk,  May  21, 1844." 


\ 
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The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report  iifpart. 
No.  1,  which  was  read,  and  on  modpn  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Committee  on  Episeopacy  presented  a  further 
report,  No.  3,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  J.  A. 
Collins,  laid  oa  the  table  to  be  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to^moirow. 

The  Committee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  Lieentiates 
presented  a  report,  being  a  'revision  of  what  was  recom- 
mitted  to  them  yesterday.  It  was  read,  and  Ues  oVer 
one  day,  according  to  rule. 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  what  progress  had 
been  made  in  preparing  a  Life  of  our  late  Bishop  AfKen- 
dree  presented  a  report,  referring  the  General  Conference 
to  Bishop  Soule  for  information,  and  asking  to  be  dis- 
.cliarged.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  committee 
discharged.    , 

The  chair  presented  a  note  from  Dr.  Bond,  denjring 
that  he  had  ever  said  or  known  that  a  plan  had  been 
formed  by  northem  members  of  this  Conference  to  force 
the  South  into  Secession :  which  was,  read,  and  followed 
by  leave  to  make  a  further  verbal  statement,  contradicting 
SQch  a  report.  E.  W.  Sehon  made  some  remarks  confir- 
matory of  wliat  Dr.  Bond  had  said.  On  motion,  leave 
was  given  for  N.  Bangs  and  W.  A.  Smith  to  add  some 
remarks,  a|id  the  conversation  here  ended. 

Bishop  Soule,  recurring  to  the  report  of  the  committee, 
in  relation  to  ihe  Memoirs  of  Bishop  M'Kendree,  in- 
formed the  Conference,  that  since  1836  his  official  duties 
had  not  allowed  him  to  do  more  than  arrange  a  large  mass 
of  papers  bequeathed  by  Bishop  ATKendree  to  Bishop 
Soule  and  the  late  T.  L.  Douglass. 

N.  Bangs  oSeted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Soule  be  requested  at  a  suitable 
time  to  give  this  General  Conference  an  account  of  his 
visit  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference,  and  to  differ- 
ent parts  of  Europe.** 

On  motion  of  S.Luckey,thedelegates  from  the  We8le3raa 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada  were  requested  to  address 
the  Conference,  and  give  some  account  of  the  connection 
they  represent.  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  president,  and  Rev. 
Anson  Green,  exrpresident,  of  the  Conference  of  the  Wes- 
leyan Methodist  Church  in  Canada,  the  two  delegates  in 
attendance  from  that  body,  addressed  the  Conference  at 
some  length,  detailing  many  of  their  {dans,  and  the  suc- 
cess with  which  it  ha^  pleased  God  to  crown  their  efforts. 
They  then  formally  took  leave  of  die  Conference. 

S.  Luckey,  who  as  the  alternate  of  Bishop  Hedding 
had  visited  the  above  Conference  of  Wedeyan  Methodists, 
gave  a  brief  narration  of  this  visit  to  them,  and  the  fptis- 
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faction  with  wbieh  he  had  witnessed  their  prosperity  and 
increase  in  the  pure  and  undefiled  religion  of  dieii  and 
our  fathers. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  W.  Osborne 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  asking  a  release  from  a 
debt  due  to  the  Book  Concern.  On  motion,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

W.  Capers  presented  a  letter  from  J.  W.  Stoy,  agent 
of  the  Book  depository  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  complaining 
of  the  published  report  from  the  Concern  at  New-Yoik 
in  reference  to  the  Charleston  depository.  It  was  on  mo- 
tion referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A.  L.  P.  Green  offered  a  resolution  in  the  following 
terms,  which  on  motion  was  adopted : — 

'*  Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  requested 
to  examine  into  the  propriety  of  amending  our  lM>ok  of 
Discipline,  chap.  1.  sec.  3,  ^uest.  17,  page  25,  by  stri- 
king out,  after  the  word  missionary,  *  and  what  for  the 
pnWcation  of  Bibles,  Tracts,  and  Sunday-school  books,' 
and  inserting  instead  thereof,  the  words  *  American  Bible 
Society.* " 

The  resolution  adopted  on  Saturday  to  appoint  a  com- 
tmttee  of  fite  to  collect,  and  report  to  th«  next  General 
Conference,  all  the  papers  belonging  to  this  body  in  re- 
ference to  the  history  c{  the  M.  £.  Church,  &c.,  was 
reconsidered ;  and,  on  motion  of  W.  Winans,  was  so  far 
amended  as  to  make  the  committee  consist  of  one  member 
from  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  selected  by  the  dele- 
gates thereof. 

On  motion  of  G.  Peck,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisal  was  taken  up.  It  was  resumed  at  the  point  pend- 
ing when  Conference  adjourned  yesterday.  The  motion 
to  lay  the  indefinite  postponement  on  the  table  was  lost. 
The  discussion  of  the  proposal  to  limit  the  Episcopacy  to 
continuing  any  preacher  in  the  office  of  Presiding  Elder 
more  than  four  years  at  one  time  was  renewed,  on  the 
question  of  indefinite  postponement.  I.  Winner  had  leiave 
to  speak  beyond  fifteen  minutes.  While  H.  Slicer  was 
on  the  floor,  he  gave  way  to  allow  B.  M.  Drake  to  pro- 
pose that  this  session  be  prolonged  until  the  question 
under  consideration  be  disposed  of.  The  motion  was 
iost,  and  at  one  o'clock  the  Conference  adjourned,  after 
frayer  by  brother  Luckey. 


ifcym  WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bishop  Morris  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  exercises  by 
brother  Stephenson. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
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Bennett  T.  Blake,  a  reserved  delegate  from  the  Ncwtli 
Caroliaa  Conference,  presented  his  certi&iate,  ajnd  took 
his  seat  as  the  substitete  of  H.  G.  Leigh,  vho  had  been 
prevented  by  indisposition  from  filling  bis  place. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing'  oommittees. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  presented  a  report, 
which  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table,,  according  to  ral#. 

The  Committee  on  Book  Concern  presented  a  report,  iit 
part,  which  was  read,  and  lies  on  tlie  table,  by  the  rule. 

As  no  reports  from  select  committees  were  offered,  on 
motion  of  A.  Griffith,  Conference  proceeded  to  consider 
the  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  report  No.  3  of  the  Con»- 
mittee  on  Episcopacy.     It  reada  as  follows : — 

^'The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution,  submitted  yesterday,  instructing  them  to  in- 
quire whether  any  one  of  the  Superintendents  is  connected 
'with  slavery,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as  their 
report  on  the  subject. 

"  The  committee  had  ascertained,  previous  to  the  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution,  that  Bishop  Andrew  is  connected 
with  slavery,  and  bed  obtained  an  interview  with  him  on 
the  subject ;  and  having  requested  him  to  state  the  whole 
fkcts  in  the  poimises  hereby  present  a  written  communi- 
cation from  him  in  relation  to  this  matter,  and  beg  leave 
to  offer  it  as  his  statement  and  explanation  of  the  case." 
**  To  the  CommUtee  an  Episcopacy. 

"Dear  Brethren,— In  reply  to  your  inquiry,  I  submit 
the  following  statement  of  all  the  facts  bearing  on  my 
connection  with  slavery.  Several  years  since  an  old 
lady,  of  Augusta,  Georgia,  bequeathed  to  me  a  mulatto  girl, 
in  trust  that  I  should  take  care  of  her  until  she  shottid  be 
nineteen  years  of  age  ;  that  vrith  her  consmut  I  should  then 
send  her  to  Liberia ;  and  that  in  case  of  her  refusal,  1 
should  keep  her,  and  make  her  as  free  as  the  laws  of  the 
state  of  Georgia  would  permit.  When  the  time  arrived, 
she  refused  to  go  to  Liberia,  and  of  her  own  choice  re- 
mains legally  my  slave,  although  I  derive  no  pecuniary 
profit  from  her.  She  continues  to  live  in  her  own  house 
on  my  lot ;  and  has  been  and  is  at  present  at  perfect  !!• 
berty  to  go  to  a  free  state  at  her  pleasure ;  but  the  laws 
of  the  state  will  not  permit  her  emancipation,  nor  admic 
such  deed  of  emancipation  to  record,  and  she  refuses  to 
leave  the  state.  In  her  case,  tbefefbre,  I  have  been  made 
a  slaveholder  legally,  but  not  with  my  own  consent. 

"  2dly.  About  five  years  since,  the  mother  of  my  for- 
mer wife  left  to  her  daughter,  not  to  me^  a  negro  boy ;  and 
as  my  wife  died  without  a  will  more  than  two  years  since, 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  he  becomes  legally  my  property. 
In  this  case,  as  in  the  former,  emancipation  is  impracticable 
in  the  state ;  but  be  shall  be  at  liberty  to  leave  the 
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Mai' 81.  whenever  I  shall  be  satisfied  that  he  is  prepared  to  pioride 
for  Jiimself,  or  I  can  have  suf&cient  security  that  he  will  b« 
protected  and  provided  for  in  the  place  to  which  he  may  go. 
"  3dly.  In  the  month  of  January  last  I  married  my 
present  wife',  she  being  at  the  time  posscuBsed  of  slaves, 
inherited  from  her  former  husband's  estate,  and  belonging 
t0  ker.  Shortly  after  my  marriage,  being  unwilling  to 
become  their  owner,  regarding  them  as  stnctly  hers,  and 
the  law  not  periAittin§  their  emancipation^  I  secured  them 
to  her  by  a  deed  of  trust. 

"It  will  be  obvious  to  you,  from  the  above  statement  of 
facts,  that  I  have  neither  bought  nor  sold  a  slave ;  that  in 

^  the  only  two  instances  in  which  I  am  legally  a  slavehold- 

er, emancipation  is  impracticable.  As  to  the  servants 
owned  by  my  wife,  I  have  no  legal  responsibility  in  th0 
premises,  nor  could  my  wife  emancipate  them  if  she 
desired  to  do  so.  I  have  thus  plainly  stated  all  the  facts 
in  the  case,  and  submit  the  statement  for  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  General  Conference.    Yours  respectfully, 

''Jak^s  O.  Andrew." 

, '  "All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"RoBSRT  Paine,  Chairman.^ 

A.  Griffith  and  J.  Davis  offered  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  were  read  and  debated  :-^ 

"  Whereas,  the  Rev.  James  0.  Andrew,  one  of  the  Bish- 
ops of  the  M.  £.  Church,  has  become  connected  with  sla- 
A^OrtM^  n-  very,  as  communicated  in  his  statement  in  his  reply  to  the 
inquiry  of  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  wUch  reply 
is  imbodied  in  their  report,  No.  3,  offered  yesterday;  and 
whereas  it  has  been,  from  the  origin  of  said  Church,  a 
settled  policy  and  the  invariable  usage  to  elect  no  person 
to  the  office  of  Bishop  who  was  embarrassed  with  this 
*  great  evil,'  as  under  such  circumstances  it  would  be  im- 
possible for  a  bishop  to  exercise  the  functions  and  perform 
the  duties  assigned  to  a  general  Superintendent  with  ac* 
ceptance,  in  that  large  portion  of  his  charge  in  which 
slavery  does  not  exist ;  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  was 
himself  nominated  by  our  brethren  of  the  slaveholding 
autes,  and  elected  by  the  General  Conference  of  1832,  as 
a  candidate  who,  though  living  in  the  midst  of  a  slaver 
holding  population,  was  nevertheless  free  from  all  per- 
sonal connection  with  slavery ;  and  whereas,  this  is,  of 
all  periods  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  the  one  least  fa- 
vourable to  such  an  innovation  upon. the  practice  and 
usage  of  Methodism  as  to  confide  a  part  of  the  itinerant 
general  superintendency  to  a  slaveholder;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  James  0.  Andrew  be,  and  he 
k  hereby  affectionately  requested  to  resign  his  office  as 
one  of  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 


^ 


Wlie&  bfotiter  Gnflth,  in  favour  of  his  resoluttoo,  kad       ii^tt. 
«pdke]i  as  long  as  the  nde  allowed,  a  molaoa  was  inado 
to  peonit  hiffl  to  proceed.     G.  Filmore  offered  as  a  sub-  \ 

atilttte  for  thi8>  that  the  rule  which  restticts  a  speaker  to  • 

fifteen  ininntes,be  suspended  daring  the  discussion  of  this  PiftMnnAiatM 
subject.  The  substitute  prevailed,  by  a  vote  of  one  hun*  SmtDc^STlkh 
dred  and  three.  bute.        ^ 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we 
adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  again  this  afternoon  at  half-past 
three  o'clock,  one  hundred  and  four  voting  for  it. 
.  W.  Capers  then  moved,  that  we  do  now  adjourn :  lost  « 

J.  P.  Durbia  moved  to  reconaider  the  vote  by  wUch  V 

.we  resolved  to  meet  this  afternoon.    This  was  lost. 

The  motion  for  adjournment  was  renewed  and  carried ; 
and  Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  brother  Tippett    - 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  22. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjdmmment  at  half-past 
three  O'dock,  Bidiop  Soule  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened 
with  religious  services  l)y  brother  Fowler. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select     NoBeporu. 
oonunittees :  none  being  offered,  W.  Cooper  moved  that  i      ^^        p 

the  resolution  under  discussion  this  morning  be^s^one^^    otSSISs^rMo-     V 
and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning :    ""''"^         '^ 
lost.    The  c(Hi8ideration  was  resumed,  and  several  speak- 
ers were  heard. 

On  motion  of  J.  A«  Collias,  Conference  adjourned  with  ^ 

player  by  brocher  Bond. 

^  ^THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  23.  ,        ^^ 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour.  Bishop  Hedding  in 
Ifae  chair,  and  was  opened  with  rellgioas  exereises  by 
teother  Robinson. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  chair  called  for  reporto  from  standing  ted  select 
committees.    None  were  presented.  NoR«porto. 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  consideration 
under  diseussion  yesterday,  viSw,  the  resolution  offered  by    Mind^ '  ^      § 
brothers  Griffith  and  Davia  on  Wednesday.  >«»«^  V 

J.  B.  Finley  offiBred  a  sobctitate  fo  the  resolution,  in  Finiey*i  Mtati- 
the  following  words, -ds.: —  *'*•' 

'^  Whereas,  thai  Discipline  of  our  church  forbids  the 
doing  anything  calculated  to  destroy  our  itinerant  general 
supeiintendency,  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  £is  be- 
come connected  with  slavery  by  marriage^and  otherwise, 
sad  ^is  act  having  drawn  after  it  circumstances  which  in 
the  esttmalion  of  the  General  Conference  will  greatly 
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M^  m.  mA^xnaA  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  getteral 
Superintendemt,  if  not  in  some  places  entirely  prevent  It  ^ 
therefore, 

^  Resdred,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Coofeis- 
ence  that  he  desist  from  the  exercise  of  this  office  so  long 
as  this  impedinient  remains.  *^  3^  B.  Finlet, 

•*J.  M.  TRimui." 

A  discussion  on  the  above  snbstitote  ensued,  occupying^ 
the  morning  session.    A  Cew  mhrotes  before  one  o'cfocl^ 
when  W.  D.  Cass  was  speaking,  it  was  reaoired  to  eon- 
*^  tinne  the  session  five  minutes  after  the  regular  time,  for 

the  purpose  of  hearing  a  statement  which  J.  Eariy  wished 
to  make.    When  this  was  made,  Confereifee  adjouned 
'    with  prayer  by  brother  Steele. 

1U7U.  FRIDAY,  MAT  24. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bmiop  Waagfa  m 
the  chair.    The  religions  services  were  led  by  biotksr 
Dunwody. 
The  jonmal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approvedL 
Reporto.  The  chair  called  for  reports  fiom*  standing  and  select 

eonunittees. 
neTini,No.&       The  Committee  on  Revisal  and  Unfinished  Bnsiness 
presented  a  report,  No.  5,  which  was  read,  and  lies  en 
the  table  one  day,  by  the  rule. 
BMk  Cooesm,      The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  presented  a  r«- 
^'  port  in  part,  No.  2,  which  was  read,  and  live  of  the  six 

resolutions  were  adopted,  as  follows :— * 
^c£«£**S.       "  '^^^  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  having  ex- 
^'^^         amined  the  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  thk 
South- Western    Christian  Advocate,  in  regard  to  tiiat 

G per,  find  the  aggregate  of  iu  lialnlities  to  be  $2,943  2a 
\  resources  in  cash,  notes,  and  accounta,  $812  78 ;  in 
stock,  $1,900 ;  due  on  subscriptions,  $10,000,— making 
the  entire  value  of  the  establishment,  after  deducting  lbs 
ammmt  of  liabilities,  $9,899  60.  With  these  facts  before 
us,k  and  with  the  conviction  that  the  paper  is  exerting  a 
good  influence  upon  the  intellectnat  and  spiritoal  ceodilioB 
of  the  commnni^  among  whom  it  cifeidstcoy  and  tho  ekr^ 
cumstance  that  its  continued  publication  is  recommended 
by  the  Annual  Conference  witUn  whose  bounds  it  in  ee- 
tablished,  we  recommend  the  following  resolntion : 

*'  I.  Resided, That  the  publication  of  the  Sonlh-Wesl- 
em  Christian  Advocate  be  continued. 
^  citf.  <«  Your  committee  beg  leave  iuither  to  report,  that  they 
find  by  the  report  of  Uie  Publishing  Conunittoe  of  the 
Richmond  Chnstian  Advocate,  that  the  liabilities  of  the 
psiper  in  bills  end  open  accounts  are  $6,437  8Q;  and  that 
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Its  availftble  tiieans  for  carrying  on  the  concern,  in  sub- 
eeriptions,  aceounts,  press,  type,  &c.,  are  $12,322  29, 
leann^  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  establishment  of 
$5,884  43.  From  all  we  can  learn  in  regard  to  this 
|Miper,  we  see  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  continned ; 
and  therefore  recommend  the  following : 

'*  3.  \The  second  resolution  Was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present ;  it  iras  acted  upon  Friday,  May  31.) 

**  Your  committee  hare  also  examined  the  report  of  the 
Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsboreh  Christian  Adro^ 
eate ;  and  find  that  its  liabilities,  including  the  original 
porchase  of  press,  type,  &c.,  amount  to  $2,889  22,  and 
Its  only  resources  to  meet  this  debt  consist  in  outstand- 
ing 4ud8  for  the  paper  among  its  subscribers ;  but  from  a 
persuasion  of  the  good  the  paper  is  doinff  in  promoting 
the  interests  of  the  ehuifch,  and  from  me  confidence 
which  the  PuUishing  Committee  express  that  the  anoount 
due  on  subscription  will  enable  them  to  meet  the  liabili^ 
ties,  we  propose  for  the  adoption  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence the  following  resolution : 

*\3.  Resolved,  That  the  publication  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Christian  Advocate  be  continued. 

^  And  further,  we  hate  considered  the  report  of  the 
Southern  Christian  Advocate.  It  is  in  a  solvent,  and,  as 
we  conceive,  a  prosperous  condition ;  its  assets  amount- 
ing to  something  like  $5,000  over  its  liabilities.  We 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  its  publication  be  continued. 

'*  We  also  recommend  the  continued  publication  of  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate ;  the  one  having  about  25,000  sub- 
scribers, and  the  o&er  9,000. 

"  And  we  recommend  the  following  resolution  in  regard 
to  the  Christian  Apologist : 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  from  its  growing  patronage  and  ex- 
tensive usefulness  among  the  German  population  of  the 
West,  its  publication  be  continued. 

^  6. .  And  we  fhrther  recommend  that  the  Ladles'  Repo- 
sitory at  Cinci)inati,  and  the  Quarteriy  Review  at  New- 
Tork,  both  of  which  have  more  than  paid  their  way,  con- 
tinue to  be  published. 

^  Respectfully  submitted, 

«  Wm.  H.  Rapeb,  Chairman/* 
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The  same  committee  presented  a  fiirther  report.  No.  S,  ^^jJoj^jSJT* 
which  was  adopted,  in  the  following  terms : —  «•!««» 

"  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  tMhrtiieWlt     • 
proposal  of  Rev.  John  E.  Robie  to  transfer  Ae  Northenk    *****  ^ 

^hrisiiftti  AdvObiite  to  the  Generid  Cotiference,  and  beg 
leave  to  recommend  the  following : 
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ifr7  H.  ^  Resolyed,  TbatUie  General  Conference  aceept  the  nmA 
.propoeal,  allowing  brother  Robie  $2,000  for  hie  intereec 
in  that  establishment,  on  the  conditions  embraced  in  hie  ^ 
proposal,  viz. :  Ist.  That  the  printii^r  press,  types,  and  * 
office  furniture  be  worth  $800.  2d.  That  there  be  doe 
on  subscription  at  least  $1,500,  making  in  the  whole 
$2,300.  3d.  That  he,  ihe  said  Robie,  shajl  assume  all 
its  present  liabilities,  making  over  the  above-mentioned 
.  items  free  of  all  incumbrances,  except  furnishing  the 
paper  to  advance-pav  subscribers.  4th.  That  the  trans- 
fer shall  be  dated  m>m  the  first  of  the  present  month, 
according  to  the  exhibit. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectinlly  submitted, 

*'W]i.  H.  Rafer,  ChainM»r 

The  Committee  on   the   Episcopacy  presented    the 
following  report,  No.  4,  which  was  adopted,  as    fid- 
lows: — 
n^KtonSpto-       "The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  submit  the  following 
-y,No.4.   report: 

'*  1.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  decease  of  the  late 
venerable  and  beloved  senior  Superintendent  of  our  church, 
the  Rev.  Robert  Richford  Roberts,  the  Bishops  be  respects 
fully  requested,  if  compatible  with  their  <Mher  engage- 
ments, to  select  one  of  their  body  to  preach  his  funeral 
fermon  before  this  Conference,  at  such  time  as  may  suit 
their  convenience. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  after  an  examination  of  the  consti- 
'    tution  of  the  '*  African  Institute,"  and  the  accompanying 
documents,  the  committee  see  no  reason  virhy  Biahop 
Soule  may  not  exercise  his  own  discretion  as  to  the*  ap- 
pointment tendered  him. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

^  Robert  Paine,  CAotrsuai.'* 

Conference  was  about  to  resume  the  order  of  the  day, 
(the  substitute  under  consideration  at  the  adjournment  yea* 
tetday,)  when  the  order  was  suspended  to  allow  Chineas 
Crandall  to  offer  a  paper  to  the  Conference,  which  he  d^ 
sired  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
'  The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  the^per  {ffesenteto, 

and  read ;  and  a  motion  made  to  refer  it  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Episcopacy.  As  a  substitute  for  this  reference 
J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  the  petition  be  returned  to 
the  petitioner.  This  prevailed,  and  the  petition  was  re 
turned. 

f     %*^iiSn^       "^^  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  above-named  sobstitnte, 
^       oSm     coAti.  (Finley's,)  was  resumed,  and  its  discussion  continued  untti 
one  o'clock,  when  Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by 
brother  Ferguson. 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  25.  ic«,ss. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Bishop  Morris  in 
the  chair,  ^  and  was  opened  in  the  customary  way  by 
brother  Wiley. 

Reports  from  standing  committees  were  called  for.       Kepotti. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  presented  a  re-  Book  Concen, 
port.  No.  4,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the    ^^*  ^ 
tiftle. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report,  No.  '*>w*«ci,  Nt. 
d,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

S.  Martindale  asked  leave  of  absence  on  to-day  and 
Monday  for  Charles  Adams.    The  leave  was  not  granted. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report.  No.  EOBifney,  No. 
3,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  laid  on  the  table,  '' 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  reported  a  respond  Answer  to  toi- 
to  the  letter  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in    da^cS^xeoce. 
Canada ;  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  S.  Luckey, 
approved  and  adopted.     (See  Appendix,  Document  E.) 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  presented  a  report,  No.  ^SSS^v^^ 
5,  which  was  read  and  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

'*  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  present  the  follow- 
ing report,  in  part,  which  they  ask  the  Confesre^ce  to 
a£^pt. 

•*  Resolved,  That  having  carefully  examined  the  ad-  ^2i,^m*JSjJ 
ministration  and  character  of  all  the  Bishops  for  the  last 
four  years,  we  are  of  opinion,  they  sliodd  be  fully  ap- 
proved, except  in  so  far  as  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew 
has  been  already  reported  to  th^  Conference  on  a  former 
day. 

*'  The  foregoing  was  agreed  to  in  the  committee,  with- 
out dissent 

**  Respectfully  submitted, 

<*  Robert  Paine,  Chairman. 

«  New'York,  May  25,  1844." 

The  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  substitute  of  brothers 
Finley  and  Trimble,  for  the  resolution  offered  by  brothers 
Griffith  and  Davis,  was  resumed. 

During  the  discussion,  J.  P.  Durbin  asked  leave  of  aln 
sence,  on  account  of  family  affliction.  The  leave  was, 
granted. 

After  the  consideration  of  the  substitute  had  been  re- 
sumed, G.  Baker  moved  that  the  vote  by  which  the  rule 
limiting  ^  speaker  to  fifteen  minutes  had  been  suspended, 
be  reconsidered.  On  motion  of  J.  £.  Evans,  the  proposal 
to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  discussion  was 
continued  until  fifteen  minutes  before  the  hour  of  adjouxn- 
ment,  when,  oh  motion  of  L.  M.  Led,  Conference  ad- 
joomed  with  prayer  by  brother  Brush. 


79 


Jowmdl^  of  Cl(enmal^  Carfermice^  \^^. 


UKytr. 


]^  Andrew*! 


MONDAY,  MAY  37. 

Conference  met  at  the  re^ar  hour,  Bishop  Sonle  in 
the  chair.  The  devotional  exercises  were  conducted  by 
brother  Baughman. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  reskd  and  approved. 

No  reports  from  standing  or  select  committeea  were 
presented. 

The  jvhole  session  was  occupied  in  discussing  the 
substitute  under  consideration  for  some  days  pajst 

At  one  o'clock  the  Conference  adjourned  with  the 
benediction  by  the  chair. 


iL&pottM, 


-IMnoouacyt  Ko. 


H^aiL  TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  28. 

Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour,  Bishop  Hedding  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  wUh  the  usual  religious  exer-. 
cises  by  brother  Kelly. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  select 
committees. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  presented  a  report,  No.  4,  of  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Itinerancy ;  which  was  read,  and,  by  rule,  laid 
on  the  table. 

J.  T.  Mitchell  presented  a  report,  No.  6,  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy,  which  was  read.    The  first  part 
.    was  laid  on  the  table  by  th^  rule.    The  second  part  was 
adopted,  and  reads  as  follows : — 
^Bzpe&Ms     of       "In  view  of  what  is  regarded  by  the  committee  as  in- 
JgJ^^*^"**  sufficient  appropriations  to  meet  tne  family  expenses  of 
Bishops  Soule  and  Morris  for  the  last  year  or  two,  the 
committee  recommend  to  the  Conference  the  following 
resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  $350  be  appropriated  t6  Bishop  Soule, 
and  $250  to  Bishop  Morris,  to  cover  the  deficiency  in  the 
estimates  for  their  nouse  rent,  fuel,  and  table  ej^nses^fbr 
the  last  two  years ;  and  that  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  be  instructed  to  pay  the  same. 

«  R.  Painb,  Chairman.'* 


ofJ.  CoUoid. 


Chtttared 


B^     Andrew*! 

SSL 


A  conununication  from  J.  CoUord,  printer  in  the  Book 
Concern,  on  the  subject  of  printing  the  journals  of  the  last 
Conference,  was  read  by  P.  P.  Sandford.  R.  Paine  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  to  print  the  journal.  On  motion  (^ 
L.  M.  Lee,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  A.  Gei:^  presented  a  letter  on  the  subject  of  a  be* 
quest  to  the  Chartered  Fund.  On  motion,  Uie  Confer- 
ence voted  to  refer  the  communication  to  the  Committee' 
on  the  Chartered  Fund.  ^ 

Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  Finley's  sub- 
stitute.    J.  A.  Collins,  who  was  speaking  at  the  adjourn- 
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WMBt  ye«teiday,  cAndiided  his.renuaks,  waA  wu  fiUowed      ifay  s^. 
fay  £L  W.  Sekon,  W«  Winasa,  and  J.  B.  Finley.    Kri^ 
Mdrew  also  add^aeed  the  Conferance. 

At  the  requeat  of  T.,  Ctowder,  brother  Fialey  gaye  tray 
to  pennit  him  to  offer  the  following  readntion':-*- 

"^  Bttidvo^Tharwhen  thia  C^aftf  enceadjoorn  it  adjoam 
to  meet  again  at  half-^iaat  three  o'clock."  •  . 

The  xeaolntioa  prevailed.  P.  Cartwtight  obtained 
the  floor,  bat  the  hour  of  ad^ounment  having  oornd^ 
Conference  adjonmed  with  prayer  by  biother  A.  IX 
Pock. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  28. 

,  Conference   met  at  half-paat .  three  o'clock,   BiBhqp 
Waugh  in  the  chair,  and  wts  opened  widi  reUgiona  exer-  ^       ' 

cjeos  by  brother  H.  J.  Clark. 

Thp  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  appfovad.    ' 

No  reporta  from  atandukg  or  aeleet  comsuileea  were 
presented. 

The  aubject  imder  consideration  at  the  a^ourmnent  was  ^^  ^''^SaS 
yeanmed,  and  diacn«sed  l^  P.  Cartwright  and  J.  Stamper,    md. 

When  P.  Cartwright  nad  concluded  his  remarksi  P. 
Crandall  offered  a  resolution,  that  the  diacuaskm  on  thia 

rsstion  close  at  halP^past  £v«  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
A.  Collins  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  whether  thexnao^ 
Ivtion  could  be  entertained,  the  Conference  having  no         ' 
ynle  for  the  previous  question.     The  chair  deddod  that    .  i 

the  resolution  was  not  in  order.  From  tMs  decisaoii  J.  B. 
Houghtaling  appealed ;  and  the  decision  oiihe  chair  was 
avatained  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  three. 

S.  Dunwody  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave  way  for: a  ^^'^^  *£ 
motion  to  adjourn,  which  was  withdrawn  to  pennit.  Bishop    dren  tb?  con- 
Soule  to  make  a  few  remarks,  asking  leave  of  the  Con«    £SS^^^^ 
ference,  before  the  final  action,  to  make  some  remaxka 
on  the  subject  now  under  consideration.     J.  Early  moved, 
that  Bishop  Sode  and  all  the  other  Bishops  be  at  liberty 
to  address  the  Ccmference  on  the  subject  now  undai  con- 
nideration,  at  any  time  after  Inrother  Dimwody  haa  oon*  , 
eluded  his  remarks. 

Without  taking  the  vote,  on  motion,  Coitfesenco  ad-        ^ 
jjOumed  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  20. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  and 
opened  in  tho  nsnid  way,  by  biother  M'Mahan.    Biahiqp 
Morria  in  the  chair. 

The  joomal  of  yeaterday  afternoon  was  read,  and  ap- 
proved. 


iftr« 


n  Javmai  tf  GmmaL  Cmference,  1844. 

nJS^i^  :  D.  B.  Baalali  BuCnred  to  suspend  tlie  ruks,  for  fhs 
^viov  pwpoae  of  i&troduciDg  a  resohitioii  iot  the  prevkms  4|uee- 
tioD.  A  motion  was  made  to  lay  this  on  the  Uble :  lost. 
The  motion  to  snspend  the  rules  prevailed,  and  D.  B. 
Randall  ofiered  the  following  resolution. 

*'  ResolTod,  That  whenever  in  the  judgment  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  Conference  the  disoussion  ci  a  subject  has 
been  sufficiently  protracted,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him 
to  move  that  the  vote  on  the  question  be  now  taken, 
which  motion,  if  seconded,  shall  be  tdcen  without  debate ; 
and  if  two-thirds  of  the  members  present' and  voting,  by 
their  vote  sustain  the  motion,  the  vote  on  the  subject 
under  discussion  shall  be  taken  without  furdier  debate, 
in  the  following  order:  1.  On  the  substitute,  if  there  be 
one.    2.  On  the  amendment.    3.  On  the  main  question." 

The  rescrfntion  was  adopted. 

No  reports  from  standing  or  select  c6mmittee  were 
presented. 

Conference  took  up  the  resolution  of  J.  Early,  which 
was  under  discussion  when  Conference  adjourned.  A 
motion  was  msde  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which 
prevailed.  J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  reconsider  the  last 
vote :  carried.  J.  P.  Durbin  nfioved  the  previous  ques- 
tion whtdi  being  sustained,  the  vote  on  the  resolution 
before  the  Conference  was  taken,  and  the  resdution  was 


I    %[^"^££^      Th®  Conference  renewed  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
--      cont^  stitute  <MSered  by  J.  B.  Finley.     S.  Dunwody  addressed 
the  Conference,  and  was  followed  by  Bishop  Soule. 

N.  Bangs  moved,  that  when  Conference  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  again  at  half-past  three  o'clock  this  after- 
noon: oarried* 

Bishop  Soule  having  concluded  his  remarks,  the  Confer- 
ence adyoumed  with  the  benediction  by  brother  Dunwody. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  29. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  throe  o'clock,  and  vras 
opened  widi  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother' 
Gunn.  '  Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair. 
'  The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  aild  approved. 

No  reports  from  standing  or  select  committees  were 

presented. 

^      Conference  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  substitute 

SS^  j^  of  J.  B.  Finley.    J.  P.  Durbin  addressed  the  Conference, 

'     '        after  some  explanation  by  W.  A  Smith,  A.  B.  Longstieet, 

and  others.     W.  Capers  then  obtained  the  floor,  but  gave 

way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  being  put  was  carried. 

Conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop 

Soule. 


JourtuU  4f  €hneral  ConfirettcSi  IBi^.  *ri 

THURSDAY,  MAY  30.  livio, . 

Conference  met  at  the  usnal  hour,  Bishop  Hedding  in 
the  chair,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  exercises  by 
brother  Upham. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Reports  from  standing  and  select  committees  being  in  A«p<»ts* 
order, 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  presented  a  reply  ^cSnnZA^^  • 
to  the  letter  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Great    2S!* 
Britain,  which  was  read,  and  on  motion  recommitted,  with 
a  suggestion  to  add  paragraphs  on  education,  and  the  inter- 
course between  the  two  Conferences. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  presented  n  final  ^j^^*""*"^ 
report,  No.  6,  which  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  one 
day,  according  to  rule. 

The  consideration  of  Finley's  substitute  was  resumed,  ^^$,^£[,0 
W.  Capers  having  the  fioor,  who  addressed  the  Confer-  nsamtd. 
ence.  When  he  had  concluded,  G.  Peck  obtained  the 
floor,  but  yielded  it  to  J.  Hobart,  who  moved  the  previocB 
question.  J.  P.  Durbin  moved,  that  on  the  vote  whethei^ 
the  main  question  shall  now  be  put,  the  ayes  and  noes  be 
taken.  The  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered  by  a  vote  of  one 
hundred  and  seventeen. 

The  list  was  called,  and  ninety-eiriit  answered  in  favour 
of  putting  the  main  question,  and  eighty  against  it.  The 
ayes  and  noes  were  as  follows,  via:. : — 

Ayes.    New-York  Conference— Rice,  Peck,   Stratten,  ^gj^^jjj 
F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  Richardson.  Providence-^  <i«^«i»' 

Lovejoy,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend.  New-England — ^J. 
Porter,  King,  Crandall,  Pickering.  Maine — Hill,  E.  Rob- 
inson, Randall,  Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson,  Webber.  iVeto- 
Hampshire — ^E.  Scott,  Chamberlain,  Kelly,  Perkins,  Dow, 
Spaulding,  Cahoon,  Cass.  Trof^ — Seymour,  Wever, 
Covel,  Spicer,  Coleman,  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.  Black 
Rioer — A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  Baker,  Ninde.  Oneida-^ 
Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Shepherd,  Rose,  Bowen, 
Holmes.  Genesee — Filmore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Hibbard, 
Sealer,  Abell,  Hosmer,  Alverson.  Erie — Steadman,  Bain, 
Clarice,  J.  Robinson,  Goodwin.  Pittsburg — Spencer,  S. 
Elliott,  Boyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond.  Ohio—C.  Elliott,. 
Raper,  Finley,  Hamline,  Connell,  Ferree.  North  Ohio-^ 
Thompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum,  Runnells.  Michigan-^ 
Crahe,  Billings,  Baughman.  Indiana — Simpson,  Wiley, 
Ames,  Miller,  Wood,  Havens.  Rock  litv^r— Sinclair,  H. 
W.  Reed.  TZIinw*— Cartwright,  Vancleve,  N.  G.  Berry* 
man.  Missouri — J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson.  Georgia 
-^-G.  F.  Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans.  South  CaroUn^ 
Betts,  Walker.    J¥!w-/(?rwy— Winner— W. 


J 


^ 


Jl^ii.  Noes.    NeuyYork  C{mferene& — ^Bangs,  Olin,  Carpenter, 

ySH'^SSl  Sandford.  New-Bngkmd^^.  Adams.  GeMsee^Alver- 
son.  Pitt^lmrg-^W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark.  OAto— Sehon, 
Trimble.  /iMftom^-Ruter,  Eddy.  Rock  jRtucr— Weed, 
Mitchell.  iUanotf— Akers,  Stamper.  Jft«f(?ttrt— {ledman. 
JCim^uc^— -Bascom,  Gaan»  Kavanangh,  Stephenson, 
Crouch,  Brush.  Holstan—SeYier,  Patton,  Stringfield. 
Tennessee-^FaiOQf  MTerrin,  Green,. Maddin.  MenaUt^ 
Harris,  Moody,  M'Mahan,  Joyner.  Arkansas-^YfoAkffKt 
Ratcliffe,  A.  Hunter.  T(?«a^— Fowler,  J.  Clark.  Missia- 
mpt— Winans,  Drake,  Lane,  .Rogers.  ^Za&amo^Mur- 
rah,  Boring,  Garrett,  HaJnilton.  Georgia^'L.  Pierce, 
Longstreet.  South  CaroUn0^CB;peTBf  Wightman,  Dun- 
wody.  North  Carolina — ^Jameson,  Doub,  Blake.  Yirr 
jtoia^Early,  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  Crowder.  Bakt^ 
9iof»-*Slicer,  Griffith,  Bear,  Morgan,  Tippett,  Sargent, 
CoUins,  Davis,  Gere,  HUdt.  PhitadelphuH-Bmhin^ 
Thompson,  White,  L.  Scot^  W.  Cooper.  New-Jersey^ 
J.  S.  Porter,  Shaw,  Neal,  Sovereign--80. 
^dfflADot  ^S^  ^  ^®  motion  to  take  th^  main  question  was  lost,  not 
•d.  having  a  majority  of  two-thirds. 

^grtiiCT  wbmmu  A.t  this  moment  Bishop  Hedding  suggested  that  the 
ndgeetJjMMt.  Conference  have  no  afternoon  session,  and  thus  allow  the 
22I2J^^^^  Bishops  time  to  consult  together,  with  a  hope  that  they  might 
be  able  to  present  a  plan  of  adjusting  our  present  difficul* 
ties.  The  suggestion  was  received  with  general  and  great, 
cordiality ;  anoTon  motion,  the  discussion  of  the  substitute 
under  consideration  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  morning. 
^rf'SJS'BES  ^  motion  of  W.  H.  Raper,  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern,  laid  on  the  table  on  Wednes* 
day,  22d,  was  t^ken  up.  The^^Htem  was  adopted.  The 
second  item  was  divided,  and  the  first  branch  of  it  adopted. 
J.  B.  MTerrin  moved  to  amend  the  second  by  striking  out 
the  word  *<  two"  and  inserting  ''  one."  The  amendment 
prevailed.  A  motion  to  reconsider  the  above  amend- 
ment was  lost  The  second  branch  of  the  second  item  was 
then  adopted.  A.  Wiley  proposed  to  amend  the  item  just 
adopted,  by  adding  to  it,  "  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  when  such  reports  are  made  to  them, 
to  adopt  efficient  means  to  collect  such  debta.**  The 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Raper,  the  report  of  the  Book 
Committee,  presented  and  read  to-day,  was  recommitted^ 
After  prayer  by  brother  Crane,  Conference  adjourned. 


Xiytl. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-jHust  eight  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  appropriate  reli^^s  exercises  by  brother 
Sandford.    Bimp  Waogjb  in  the  chair. 


Tl|0  joioaialof  yMteida7«^M«dndsppio^  ii^ll. 

The  chsir  called  for  v^orts  lioiii  select  aad  etaadlag  lavnta.  . 


W.  H«  Raper  pieaented  ibe  r^on  of  the  Copunitte*  Book 
on  the  Book  Ginioem,  recoBUUtted  yesteidsy,  with  amende 
menta;  which  wae  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  aooovding 
tonde. 

P.  Rice  pneaettted  the  xeport  of  the  Coumittee  on 
Boundaries,  which  was  read,  sad  laid  on  the  table  accord- 
ing to  rule. 

L.  Pierce  presented  the  report  of  the  Goqunittee  on  the  sifait  Cmm. 
Bible  caose^  which  was  read,  and  laid  oil  the  table* 

Bishop  Wan^,  in  behalf  of  the  Bishope,  presenled  the 
fotiowing  communieation,  which  was  read  by  himself,  and 
also  by  die  Secretary:— 


ftomthe  Blab- 


^/ 


'<  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  fl.  Church. 

"  Rsv. AND  Dbah  Bebtbren,— Thenndersigned  respeeu  JJ^  o?bw^  ^ 
fiilly  and  affectionately  off^r  to  yoor  calm  consideration  ^-' — 
the  resuk  of  their  consultation  this  afternoon  in  regard  to 
the  unpleasant  and  very  delicate  question  which  has  been 
so  long  and  so  earnesdy  debated  before  your  body.  They 
have,  with  the  liyeliest  interest,  watched  the  progress  c^ 
the  discussion,  and  have  awaitedl  its  temunation  with  the 
deepest  solicitude.  As  they  have  pored  over  this  subject 
with  anxious  thoogfat,  by  day  and  by  night,  they  have  been 
more  and  more  impressed  with  the  difficulties  connected 
therewidi,  and  the  disastrous  results  which,  in  their  appro- 
hansion,  are  the  almost  inevitable  consequences  of  present 
action  on  the  qfuestion  now  pen^ng  before  you.  To, the 
undersigned  it  is  fiilly  apparent  that  a  decision  th^eon, 
whether  affirmstively  or  negatively,  trill  most  ejrtensiv^y 
disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  that  widely-extended 
biotherhood  which  has  so  efibctively  operated' for  good  m 
the  United  Statea  of  America  and  elsewhere  duimg  ^he 
last  sixty  vears,  in  the  development  of  a  system  of  active 
energy,  of  which  union  has  always  been  a  main  element. 
They  have,  with  deep  emotion,  inquired.  Can  anything  be 
done  to  avoid  an  evil  so  much  deprecated  by  every  friend 
of  our  common  Methodism  ?  Long  and  anzionsly  have 
tkey  waited  for  a  satis&ctory  answer  to  this  inouiiy,  but 
they  have  pansed^in  vain.  At  this  pKainiul  criMS  mey  have 
unanfmousty  coneuired  in  the  propriety  of  recommending' 
Ike  postponement  of  further  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop^ 
jkjndrew  until  the  ensning  Oeaeml  Conference.  It  doee 
BOt  enter  Info  the  design  of  Uie  undersigned  to  svgue  the 
proprie^  of  their  recommendation,  otherwise  strong  and 
Talid  reasons  might  be  adduced  in  its  support.  They  can- 
Bot  but  think  that  if  the  embairassmenti  of  Bishop  Andrew 
should  not  ceaiie  befine  that  time,  the  next  Qenoral  Con^ 
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the  seTeiU  Annual  Coniereitoet,  after  all  the  fn^  in  the 
case  shall  have'  passed  in  review  before  them,  will  be 
better  qualified  than  the  present  General  Conference  can 
be  to  adjudicate  the  ease  wisely  and  discveetl]^.  Until 
the  eessation  of  the  embarrassment,  or  the  expiration  of 
the  interval  between  the  present  and  the  ensuing  Greneial 
Confoeoee,  the  undersigned  believe  that  such  a  division 
of  the  w<Nrk  of  the  genend  snperintendency  might  be  made, 
without  any  infraction  of  a  constitutional  princes,  as 
would  fully  epiploy  Bish<^  Andrew  in  those  sections  of 
the  church  in  which  his  presence  and  services  would  be 
welcome  and  cprdiaL  If  the  coarse  pursued  on  this 
occasion  bv  the  undersigned  be  deemed  a  novel  one,  they 
persuade  themselves  that  their  justification,  in  the  view  of 
all  candid  and  peace-loving  persons,  will  be  found  in  their 
strong  desire  to  prevent  disunion,  and  to  promote  harmony 
in  the  church.. 

"Very  respectfully  and  afibctionately  submitted, 

^Joshua  Soin.Bft 

'^EUIAH  HSODINO, 

"B.  Wauoh, 
'<T.  A.  Morris. 
''  Tki»9ia^  qftemwm,  May  30, 1844." 

J.  A.  C(41ins  moved  that  the  consideratioD  of  the  oem*^ 
munioation  just  read  be  postponed  until  to-morrow  mmrning, 
and  diat  the  communication  itself  be  printed  forthwith. 
A  third  reading  was  caUed  for,  and  ordered  by  the  Gon<* 
ference.  I.  Winner  moved  to  amend  the  above  resolution 
1^  striking  out "  to-morrow  morning,"  and  insetting  '^  four 
o'clock  this  aftemoon."  This  amendment,  on  motion  of 
J.  Stamper,  was  laid  on  the  table.  T.  Stringfield  called 
for  a  diviaion  of  the  resolution ;  and  that  part  which  relaten 
to  the  printing  was  adopted.  The  other  member  of  the 
resolution  was  also  adopted. 

F.  Upham  moved  to  ^ke  up  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
substitute  of  J.  B.Finley.  This  motionwas  laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs  offered  the  following,  which  was  lefeited 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries : — 

"The  delegates  of  the  New- York  Conference  have 
instructed  me  to  ask  permission  of  the  General  Confer^ 
ence,  for  the  New-York  Conference,  if  they  shall  jn^  it 
ejqwdient,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  presiding 
Biahop,  to  dwride  said  Conforence,at  any  time  during  the 
iMct  four  years.  '<  N.  Bamos. 

^'New^Ycrk,  May  31, 1844." 


^aSmII^'^'      E.   Thompson  fffesented  a 

Aimstrongft  a  member  of  the  N 
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against  that  CMifeTence ;  and  moyed  ita  refevenee  to  tbe       Vsytt*  ^ 
(^mmittee  oathe  Itinerancy*    Tlie  motion  for  reference 
was  lost.    On  motion  of  T.  Stringfield,  the  vote  refusing 
to  refer  it  was  reconsidered  ;  an3  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.  > 

On  motion  of  C.  W.  Rater,  the  report  from  the  Cobv  ^J^oTboS 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  nnder  consideration  at  the  ^ninittM. 
adjournment  yesterday,  was  taken  up  ;  the  question  being 
on  the  adoption  of  the  third  branch  of  the  second  item. 
This  section  of  the  item  was  adopted.  On  moticm  of  E. 
R.  Ames,  the  ^AtrJ  item  was  recommitted.  The  fourth^ 
fifths  and  sixth  items  were  separately  adopted. 

When  the  seventh  item  was  under  consideration,  a 
diyi9iQn  was  called  for.  The  first  part,  ending  with  ''  loc»> 
iion,"  was  adopted.  On  the  second  part,  J.  B.  Finley 
moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  '*  except  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Conference, 

Conference  resolved,  that  when  we  ad|oum  wo  adjoona 
to  meet  at  hidf-p|uit  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

W.  Winans  made  a  aiiggestion,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  committee,  and  will  be  found  iotbodied  in  the  report.  . 
;  J.  Hamilton  offered  a  substitute,  which  was  under  con- 
sideration when  the  time  of  adjournment  arrived.  •  After 
prayer  by  brother  Sinclair,  Coniference  adjourned  to  meet 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

PRID51Y  AFTERNOON,  MAY  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  pursuant  to 
adjournment,  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened 
with  religious  services  by  brother  G.  Smith. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

No  reports  from  standing  or  select  committees  wer^ 
offered. 

A.  Hunter  presented  a  commonicatum  from  John  J.  ^^jSg^^  '• 
Roberto,  in  relation  to  a  bequest  to  the  M.  £.  Churchy 
from  Francis  Holmes,  deceased.   On  motion  it  was  refen^ 
to  the  delegaticm  from  Arkansas  Conference,  to  considec 
and  report  Uiereoui 

The  subject  under  considerati<»  at  the  time  of  adjourn-  ^^'i^S^^m^ 
ment  in  the  morning  was  resumed,  vis.,  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  the  question  being  on 
the  substitute  offered  by  J.  Hamilton  for  the  seventh  itemi 
being,  in  the  following  words :  **  Whenever  any  claimant 
on  tbe  funds  of  a  Conference  shall  be  in  debt  to  the  Book 
Concern,  such  claimant  shall  receive  no  appropriation  from 
said  funds  without  the  vote  <^  the  Conference,  until  his 
debt  be  paid."  The  substitute  was  lost.  The  second 
branch  of  the  seventh  item  was  then  adopted.  The  tigkA 
and  fu»<A  items  were  also  adoptad*    The  Hwti  item,  waicb 
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'  ttiT  SI-       Was  I'eoommitted  this  monung,  wnar  preseiited  by  the  eoim 
tnittee,  incorporated  in  the  report,  and  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended  and  r^iised,  was  adopted,  aa 

fellows  :— 

^^Se^tnAe      **  '^®  Committee  on  the  3ook  Concern  agree  m  sug- 

niXcwMOL  gesting  tp  the  Qeneral  Conference  the  following  changes 

in  sec.  8  of  the  Discipline,  beginning  oti  page  185,  ris.  :— 

"  tn  paragraph  3,  strike  out  of  the  first  sentence  the 

Words  '  or  general  book-steward.'    It  will  then  read,-^ 

'irhere  shaU  be  an  agent  and  an  assistant  agent,  both  of 

whom  shall  be  chosen  iiom  among  the  travelling  preach^ 

ers,'  &c. 

'<  2.  In  patagraph  4,  strike  ont  of  ihe  first  sentence  the 
Same  words,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  <  The  agents  shall  have 
linthority,'  &c.  And  that  th^  paragraph  be  so  altered  as 
Id  read  from  the  beginning  of  the  second  sentence,  thus : 

<  It  shall  be  their  duty  to  send  an  exhibit  of  the  state  of 
Ae  Book  Concern  M  New- York  to  each  session  of  the 
Annual  Conferences,  and  report  quadrennidly  to  the  Oeft- 
^ral  Conference.  Tliey  shall  also  inform  the  Conferencee 
of  any  within  their  respectite  bounds  who  neglect  to  make 
]MiTment,  that  measures  be  taken  to  collect  or  secure  such 
debts ;  and  they  shall  not  allow  any  claim  to  nm  beyond  one 
yesY  ftom  the  time  it  was  due  without  reporting  it  to  the 
Conference.  They  shall  publish  such  books  and  fncts 
as  are  recommended  by  the  Greneral  Conference,  and  may, 
if  approved  by  the  editors,  publish  such  as  are  recom- 
mended by  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York,  or  recom- 
nended  by  an  Annual  Conference ;  and  diey  may  reprink 
\kbj  book  or  tract  which  has  been  once  approved  and  pub* 
lisned  by  us,  when  in  their  judgment,  and  the  judgment  of 
the  editors,  the  same  ought  to  be  reprinted :  or  wey  may 
publish  any  new  work  which  may  be  approved  by  the 
editors.' 

^  '  <'8.  Paragraph  8  to  read:  'They  shall  publish  such 

b66ks  and  tracts  as  are  recommended  to  ihem  for  publica- 
tion by  the  General  Conference ;  and  they  may  publish 
tny  new  wo  A  which  shaU  be  approved  by  the  editors ;  and 
may  publish  any  work  recommended  l^  the  Book  Com* 
oilttee  at  Cineinnati,  or  by  sn  Annual  Conference,  if 
approved  by  the  editors.' 

^  4.  Paragraph  9  to  be  so  altered  at  the  beginning,  as 
to  read  thus :  « There  shall  be  an  editor  of  the  Ladies* 
Repository,  general  books  and  tracts,  except  those  in  the 
Oetman  language,  and  an  editor  of  the  Western  Chriatiaii 
Advocate,*  Ht. 

*<  5.  Paragraph  14  to  be  so  altered  as  to  read  as  foUowe; 

<  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  agents  to  send  an  exhibit  of 
Ae  state  of  the  Book  Concern  tt  Cincinnati  to  each  se^- 
lk«  of  ill  the  Annual  CoBfeteiiees,  nd  report  qQadM»« 
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tiia%  to  tlie  Gwienil  Conferentw.    They  cball  also  inftriA       ^^  **• 
tho  Conferences  of  any  within  their  respective  boands  ^StSwoaScIS 
who  neglect  to  make  payment,  that  mepMures  may  be  taken 
to  collect  or  secure  such  debts ;  and  they  shall  4DotVaIlow 
any  claim  to  ran  beyond  one  year  from  the  time  it  waft 
dne  without  reporting  it  to  the  Conference.' 

"  6.  That  paragraph  27  be  transposed^  and  numbered 
16;  and  be^so  altered  as  to  read  thus:  'Every  Annual 
Conference  shall  appoint  a  committee,  who,  in  the  absencto 
of  the  Agent,  shall  attend  to  the  collection  of  the  accounts 
sent,  out  from  the  Book  Concern,  and  return  an  accurate 
report  of  the  same.  They  shall  also  report  to  the  Con* 
lerence  any  claims  which  may  hare  been  one  year  due, 
that  they  may  be  collected  or  secured.  Every  Presiding 
Elder,  minister,  and  preacher,  shall  do  everything  in, his 
power  to  recover  all  debts  due  to  the  Coneero,  for  books 
or  periodicals,  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge.  If  any 
person,  preacher  or  membw,  be  indebted  to  the  Book  Con* 
cem,  and  refuse  or  neglect  to  make  pa3rment,  or  to  come 
to  a  just  settlement,  let  him  be  dealt  with  in  the  same 
manner  as  is  directed  in  other  cases  of  debt  and  disputed 
accounts.    See  chap.  1,  sec.  10.' 

"  7.  Add  the  following  paragraph,  to  be  numbered  16  f 
*  Whenever  a  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  applies 
for  a  location,  it  shall  be  asked,  in  all  cases.  Is  he  indebted 
to  the  Book  Concern  1  and  if  it  be  ascertained  that  he  is, 
the  Conference  shall  requite  him  to  secure  said  debt,  i£ 
ftey  judge  it  at  all  necessaty  or  proper,  before  they  fftant 
him  a  location.  Whenever  any  claimant  on  the  funds  of 
a  Conference  shall  be  in  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  thd 
Conference  of  which  he  is  a  member  shall  have  power  to 
appropriate  the  amount  of  such  claim,  or  any  part  diereof^ 
to  the  payment  of  said  debt.' 

*<  8.  Strike  out  the  last  sentence  of  paragraph  17,  «s  it 
is  now  numbered  in  the  Discipline. 

*<  9.  We  recommend  that  the  Slst  paragraph  be  stricken 
out,  as  it  is  now  useless. 

<<  Wm.  H.  Rapbr,  Chmrnkm, 

««lfay21, 1844.'' 

On  motion  of  L.  M.  Lee,  report  No.  9  of  th^  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up.  The  second  tesohf* 
lion  of  the  report,  laid  on  the  uble  on  Friday  34th  idbt, 
was  taketk  up  and  adopted,  as  fdUows  :*-^ 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  Annual  Conferences, 
In  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  publicatiofi  of 
the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate  be  continued." 
«  Oft  motion  of  J.  Early,  the  report  of  the  Committee  oil  Actioii<aivmrt 
the  Book  Concern,  No.  6,  was  taken  up.    The  j!rH  resolu«    ten^,  ^ 
,  tion,  relating  to  the  appointment  of  the  Book  Committee 
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at  New-York,  was  considered.  P.  Rice  moved  to  amead 
by  striking  out  <*  New-York,"  and  inserting  **  Troy,"  or 
some  other  Conference.  This  amendment  did  not  nrevaiL 
P.  P.  Sandford  had  leave  to  c<Nitinue  his  remarks.  J. 
Early  suggested  aa  amendment,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  committee,  and  is  incorporated  with  the  resolution. 
W.  Winsas  proposed  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  two  from 
New- York,  two  from  New-Jersey,  and  two  from  Phila^ 
delphia,"  and  inserting  '*  one  from  New-York,  one  from 
Tioy,  one  from  New- Jersey,  one  from  Phili^delphia,  one  from 
Baltimore,  one  from  Providence,  and  one  from  New-En^ 
land."  W.  W.  Ninde  moved  further  to  amend,  by  addi&ff, 
"  one  from  Grenesee,  one  from  Oneida,  and  ime  from  Biadi 
River." 

Before  a  vote  was  had,  J.  A.  Baughman  movisd  aa 
adjournment,  which  was  carried.  After  prayer  by  brother 
O.  F.  Pierce,  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  to-monow 
morning,  at  half-past  eig^t  o'clock. 
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Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  according  to 
the  nde,  Bishc^  Soule  in  the  chair;  and  was  opened 
with  reading  Ood's  word,  singing  and  prayer,  by  brother 
C.  Elliott. 

The  journal  of  Friday  afternoon  was  sead  and  approved. 

The  chairman  <^  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  asked 
leave  for  that  committee  to  retire  and  consider  the  petitioii 
presented  by  a  part  of  the  New- York  delegation.  The 
leave  was  not  gninted. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of 
die  Delegates  presented  a  report,  which  was  read.  On 
motion  of  G.  F.  Pierce,  the  report  was  amended,  and  the 
amendment  is  incorporated  in  the  report  The  report  as 
amended  was  ^opted,  and  reads  thns  :-— 

•*The  Committee*  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates 
report  the  following  resolutions  for  the  immediate  action 
of  the  Conference : 

"  1.  That  the  fifty  dollars  lost  by  brother  Patton  bo  de- 
ducted frt>m  the  collections  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 

^'2.  That  the  expenses  ofbrotherKenney,  the  Recording 
Secretary,  be  referred  to  the  committee  lor  payment. 

*^  3.  That  all  moaffys  m  the  hands  of  the  delegates,  after 
deducting  the  amount  of  ihm  esq^enses,  be  himded  over 
to  the  committee. 

''4.  That  when  the  Georgia  delegation  have  pAid  the 
above  fifty  dollars,  they  shall  be  allowed  to  retain  in  their 
hands  any  surplus  they  may  have,  subject  to  the  ord«r  of 
the  Georgia  Conference. 

"C.  B.  TippSTT,  Ckmmm.'' 
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The  ODxmmttee  oa  Teniperftntfe  prooeated  iftieiz  report, 
which  was  risad,  and  on  modoa  \%ii  on  ihe  table  for  the 
pneeot,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dv^  for  Tuesday.  • 

At  this  jtmetiife  all  the  Bishops  on  me  platform  address* 
ed  the  Conference,  in  the  iloU^wing  osder. 

Bishop  Heddino  said  he  wished  to  withdraw  his  nsme 
Arom  the  Address  of  the  Bishops,  presented  yesterday. 
He  had  not  been  argued  or  peranaded  into  sijgning  it,  but 
had  attached  his  name  of  his  own  free  will  and  aecord, 
because  he  thought  it  would  be  a  peace  measure;  but 
facts  hsd  come  to  his  knowledge  since,  which  kd  him  to 
believe  that  such  would  not  be  the  Case.  Agaii^:  he 
bought  it  would  be  adopted  without  deviate,  but  he  was 
conviniced  now  that  it  would  give  rise  to  much  diseussioo, 
and  therefiire  he  wished  to  withdraw  his  name  from  the 
paper  on  the  table. 

Bishop  Wavqb  followed,  and  said  he  came  into  the 
measure,  as  his  venerated  and  honoured  colleague  did, 
without  persuasion  or  constraint.  He  considered  it  as  the 
ksi  resort  to  promote  the  future  peace  of  the  ehus^h.  He 
admitted  he  had  not*  been  very  sanguine  on  the  sul^t, 
sad  if  it  failed  htf  would  not  be  disappointed.  Still  he 
did  not  desire  to  withdraw  his  name  ;  he  would  f^gtat  if 
the  ooramunication  should  be  the  cauae  of  lun^ened 
debaie,  and  ia  that  case  ndght  feel  called  upon  to  tcith* 
draw  his  name  from  the  docum«cit.  At  present  h^  was 
content  to  let  it  remain. 

Bishop  Morris  succeeded,  and  said  he  wished  his 
name  to  stand  an  that  papery  as  a  testimony  that  he^Jliad 
done  what  he  eonld  to  preserve  the  Unity  and  peece  of 
the  ^nrch. 

Bishop  Soui.b  added,  that  his  colleagues  would  cer- 
•  taiidy  ear  that  they  adopted  the  paper,  as  freely  as  he^did. 
He  put  his  name  to  that  document  nndeii  the  same  «ir« 
cnmstances  ae  they  did.  He  had  aot  changed  his  views 
or  convicttoBs  in  any  way.  He  wished  his  .signagtur^  to 
stand  10  that  document,  which  had  now  gone  forth  to  the 
American  pMple  through  a  thousand  medhims. 

J.  C.  Parker,  in  behalf  of  the  Arkansas  Cooference 
delegatioD,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  mtHCet 
subimtted  to  them.     It  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows : 

^  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  commnnica- 
tion  of  John  J.  Roberts^  beg  leave  req>ectfully  to  present 
•ths  following  as  their  report : 

<*  Whereas  Francis  Holmes,  whor  dep«ned  this  life 
some  years  since,  in  Hempstead  eouaiy,  Arkansas;  did  by 
his  last  wiU  and  testament  beqneaih  to  the  M.  £.  Church 
a  legacy,  amounting  to  several  hundrsd  4elUrS|  «nd 
whereas  the  said  amount  is  now  held  hv  George  HiU/the 
administrator  of  the  estate  ef  tl|st.««ia  Fwicis  Holines, 
F 
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Smet  I.        deceased,  who  holds  hitaself  iii  readineM  10  pay  o^r  tlm 

^toSSfOmto^  sanfe  to  any  properlj-^aothorized  agent;  therefore  ready- 

•nee    deiifsp  ed,  by  the  delegates  of  the  aeyeral  Anouid  Confereiices 

^  of  the  M.  E.  Chnroh,  in  General  Cooferemee  aaaembled, 

"1.  That  John  B.  Sandifur,  of  Hempsleiid  oonnty, 

**        Arkansas,  be  and  hereby  is  appointed  an  agent  for  the 

aforesaid  purpose. 

*'%  That  the  said  legacy,,  when  obtained  by  the  said 
ag^nt,  shall  be  subjeet  to  the  order  of  the  Quarterly  Meei- 
^  ing  Conference  of  Washingtoa  circuit,  Arkansas  Confer- 
ence, who  shall  appropriate  it  in  accordance  witb  the 
wishes  of  the  donor. 

*^  3.  That  the  Bishop  now  presiding,  in  coinectioii  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  General  Conference)  furnish  the  said 
agent  a  certificate  of  ihe  action  of  the  General  Conference 
with  reference  to  the  foregoing  resolutions. 

**JoHN  C. -Paeker,  Chmmum. 
^'NetihYark,  June  1,  1844." 

The  chair  then  pnmoimced  the  Address  of  the  Bishops, 
presented,  read,  and  printed,  by  order  of  .the  Conference, 
yesterday,  and  poetponed  nntil  this  itaoming,  to  be  How  in 
order. 
Tto    BiaiMpi^      N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  Address  on- the  table.    J. 
AddnMiaidaB  ^^j{y  moved  that  the  question  of  laying  it  on  the  table  be 
taken  by  ayes  and  noes :  this  prevailed.    The  vote  was 
then  taken,  and  Ainety-five  affirmative  and  eighty-four  ne- 
gative votes  were  given.     So  the  Address  of  the  Bishops 
'    was  laid  on  the  table.    The  ayes  and  noes  are  as  follows : 
AjM  o^iJgJJf      Yeas.    NmthYark  CoA^enca-— Bange,  Rice,  G.  Peck, 
AAdreMMtEe  Stratten,  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  Rich- 
**^  ardsott.     PromHenee — Lovejoy,  Uphain,  Bentcm,  Town- 

eend.      New-Engiafut^J.    Porter,    King,    Crandall,   C. 
Adams,  Pickering.    Maine — Hill,  £.  Robinson,  Randall, 
Morse,  Hobart,  Ntckerson,  Webber.     New-Hampshire — 
£.  Scott,  Chamberlin,  Kelly,  Peikins,  Dow,  Spaulding, 
Gaboon,  Cass.     7Voy^--Seyniour,  Wever,  Coleman,  Spi- 
cer,  Covet,  Honghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.     Black  Rioer—k. 
^  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  Baker,  Ninde.     Oneida — Snyder, 
'  '  Comfort,    Ronnds,    Shepherd,   Row,    Bowen,    Holmes. 
Oeneeee — Fthnore,    Ltickey,     Steele,    Abell,    Hbsmer. 
j^rie— Steadman,  Baiii,   Clarke,  J.   Robinson,  Gobdwin. 
..  :'        PUf^burg^'W,  Hmiter,  H.  J.  Clark,  Spencei^  S.  Elliott, 
Boyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond.     Okie — C.  Elliott,  Raper, 
.    *    Trimble,  Ffnley,  Hamline,  Connelt,  Ferree.   NorikOhio — 
E.  Thompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum,  Runtells,    Hiekigan 
'    w^^ane,  Billings,  Baugfaman.   /4i^wiM>--^impson,  Wiley, 
Amee,  Miller,  Wood,  Eddy.    Roek  i^wif'-^Mitchell.    /Z- 
Un&h-^Aken,  Cartwright.      BaUmore'-^n&ih.     Neey 
Jereey^-^QhuLW,  Wniner — ^95. 
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Nats.    NwhYork  Cimferm^^-'-^Xitki  Cvs^rkXei.    Gen-       Sva»\, 
•w^^Hibbard,  Seager,  AlyeiBon.      OAw-^Sehon.     M-  "SfsS^SoJ 
ehigan — G.   Smith,     [ijtdiana — Rater,    Havem.     Rock    tte^opcM 
£mfw-Weed,  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed.    iHtiwM— Stamper,    "**•"•• 
Vancleve,  N.   6.   Betrynian.     Mismwri — Redman,  W. 
Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  JameBcm.    Kefitucky— 
Baacom,  Gupii,  Kavaaaugb,  SteiFeiieoii,  Crouch,  Bmsh. 
HolsUm^SQYiety  S.  Patton,  T.  Siringfield.     Tennessee — 
R.  Paiae,  MTerrin,  Green,  Maddejt.    Memphis — Harris, 
Moody,    M'Mahan,    Joyner.     Axkangas—J,    C.    Parker, 
Ratclifie,  A.  Hunter.     Texa^ — Fowler,  J.  Clark.    Missis^      .    , 
sipfi — ^Winana,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.    Alaicwncfr— Mur*  - 
rah,  Boring,  Garrett,  Hamilton.     Qtttrgia-^lM.  Pitf  ce,  G. 
F.  Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans,  Ijongstreet.     Stmth  Carth 
2ma-^apers,Wightman,Bett8,  Dun wody.  Walker.  North 
Carolina — ^J.  Jamieson,  Doub,  Blake.     Fiir^viMr^-^Early, 
Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  Qrowder.     Bdfimdre-— Slicer,  Bear, 
Morgan,  Tippett,  Sargent,  Collins,  Gere,  Hildt.    PhUa- 
delpMa — Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  White,  L.  Scett,  W. 
Copper,  L  T.  Cooper.    New^ Jersey-^ J*  S.  Porter,  Neal, 
Sovereign — 84. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  take  up  the  substitute  of  J.  B.  ^^JJJSLSmS!' ' 
Finley,  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  some 
days  ago.    J.  C.  Evans  moved  the  previous  question  on 
taking  up  the  substitute.     The  call  for  the  previous  ques- 
tion was  sustained  by  two-thirds  voting  affinnatively ;  i^nd 
the  substitute  was  takdn  up  by  another  rote.     J.  T.  Peck 
moved.' the  previous  question  on  the  substitute,  and  the 
words,  ^*  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put  T  applied  to 
the  substitute,  according  to  the  resolution  establishing  the 
previous  question.     A  motion  that  the  vote  whether  the 
main  question  now  be  taken  shidl  be  by  yeas  and  najFa^ 
was  lost  by  a  vote  of  128  to  47.     The  call  for  the  pre-  niajjtiihw 
▼ions  question  was  sustained  by  the  reqiusite  majority,    3ml^  ^ 
and  the  vot^  on  the  substitute  being  -ordered,  it  was  moved     ..  ^   ^ 
to  take  this  vote  by  yeas  and  nays.     The  yeas  and  nays  «      / 

were  ordered.     The  list  by  Conferences  was  called,  and 
the  vote  on  the  substitute  was  decided  by  110  yeas,  and    DtcUkm. 
68  nays.     So  Conference  adopted  the  si^titute  of  J.  B. 
Finley,  which  is  in  these  words: — 

"Whereas  the  Discipline  of  our  chikroh  forbids  the 
doing  anything  calculated  to  destroy  our  itinerant  general 
euperintendency,  and  whereas  Bishop  Audrew^a  be- 
come connected  with  slavery  by  marriage  and  otlMrwise, 
and  this  act  having  drawn  after  it  circiraistaneea  which, 
ID  the  estimation  of  the  Greneral  .Conference,  will  greatly  .      ' 

embarrass  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  gene-  /  / 

tal  Superintendent,  if  not  in  some  places  entirely  prevent  f/ 

it;  therefore, 

**  Resdved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Cott*      ^  i  « 
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JaBo  I.        ference  that  h«  desist  from  the  exercise  of  his  offioe  so 
long  as.  this  impedimeiit  renkains." 

During  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays,  J.  C.  Clark  ftskod  to 
be  ezeosed  from  voting,  as  he  waa  compelled,  by.  the 
want  of  health  in  somei  members  of  his  family,  to  rsnioTe 
from  Texas.  Conference  by  a  vote  declined  exeosing 
him*      V 

It  was  reported,  whan  the  names  were  called,  that  J. 
Davis  and  I.  T.  Cooper  were  siek. 
Tms  on  adopt-       Yeas.     NeuhYork  Conference — ^Banga,  Olin,  Rice^  G. 
JJJ^^j^^^'*  Peck,  Stratten,  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  Ferguson,  Maitiodale, 
RicliArdson.      TVoy— Seymonr,   We^er,  Covel,   3picer, 
Coleman,  Honghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.    Prmiu2race— Lovejoy, 
Upham,  Benton,  ^ownsend.  .  NevhHampehire-^E.  Scott, 
Perkina,  Kelly,  Chamberlin,  Dow,  Spanldiag,  Cahoon, 
Cass.     Neio^ngkmd — J.    Poller,    King,    Crandall/  C. 
Adams,  Pickering.    Pittshurg^Vi.  Hunter^  H.  J.  Cbrk, 
Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  Boyd^  Wakefield,  Dnunmond.  .  Maine 
*— Hilt,  E.  Robinson,  Raodall,  Morse,  Hobart,l<ftckeiBOB, 
Webber.     Black  River — A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  Baker, 
Ninde.    JSrta— Steadmaa,  Bain,  6.  W.  Qaik,  J.  Robin- 
son, Goodwin.     OiBMda*«-^nyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Siep- 
herd,  Row,  Bowen,  Holmes.    JUteA^oji— -Crane,  BiUfaigs, 
Banghman.     Rock  River^Weed,  H.  W.  Reed,  MiieheO. 
GsRose^-^FilmoFe,    Lackey,   Steele,    Hibbaid,    Secger, 
Abell,  Hosmer,  Alvenon.      North  Okia-^E,  Thompson, 
•   Power,  Poe,  Yocura,  Rtmnells.     iZZtnow^^Akers,  Cart- 
wtif^t.     OJbV^— C.  Elliott,  Raper,  Trimble,  Finldy,  Ham- 
line,  Conaell,  Ferree.     /n^no— Simpaen,  Wiley,  Ames, 
Miller,  Rnter,  Wood>  Eddy,  Ha^etis.      Temxs—J,  Clark. 
*j J>ftvt8  addfld,  £(iiti0i0r»-*Collins,  Griffid^  Bear,  Morgan  .*    Phiiadelpkia 
^^  •— Durinn,  L.  Scott.      iVw-/«r^-- Winner,  J.  S.  Porter, 

Shamir— no* 

Nayf,  on  td0pt-       Nays.     New-York  C«i/»refic0^^Carpe^ter.     Michigan 

^u^fji^^  ~G.  Smith.     Rock  i^wtfrv-Sinclair.    i22tMW--Sta«per, 

.  Vaacleve^  N.  G.  Beirymsn.     iTAi^if^Av-'Bascora,  Gnnp, 

Kavanan^h,  Stevenson,  Croweh,  Brush.     OMa — Seiion. 

JJo)2«lDn--*49evier/S.   Patton,  Strnigfiehl.      TeiMMMr— 

Paine,  MTerrin,  Green,  Madden..    Jlti«(mr>-^BedmaQ, 

''  ' '    ,  W.  Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jamemn.     Memphis-^ 

Harris,  Moody,  M'Mahon,  Joyiier.     ArAopiMv-^Parker, 

RtttclifTe,  A«  Hunter.    re2r«w--Fowler.    dfo»ampi— -Wi- 

nnns,  Drake,  Lane,  Rogers.   j42a&i0ia-^Boiug,  Hamilton, 

Muzrah,  Garrett*      Qeorgia^-^,  F.   Pierce,  Parika,  L. 

'     Pierce^  Glenn,  Evans,  LongBtreet.     SaaA   CarvUna — 

Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,    Dunwody,  Walker.    Nordt 

Garekma^-^J.  Jameson,  Doub,  Blake.     Virgtma — ^£aily, 

Crowder,  W.  A.  Smith,  Lee.    jBa//tiiu>r0-^hcer,  Gere, 

•  yr.ooom  Sasgeot,  Tippett,  Hildi.    Phaade}^^kia--T.  J.  Thompsoa, 

■•**»  '■^  ••  White,  W.  Cooper.*    New- Jersey — Neal,  Sovereign— -68. 
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L.  Pierce  gave  notice  that  a  protest  would  be  presented        J«iw  i. 
by  the  minority  on  thi^  TOte,at  as  early  a  day.  aa  praotica-  ^^i^^^Jt^ 
ble;  to  be  entered  on  the  JoiirnaiB  of  the  Conference.  protert. 

W.  Winans  moTed  that  the  Conferetice  do  now  adjouni. 
This  motion  iras  carried*    After  prayer  by  brother  Sofi&- 
reign,  Conference  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  aihalf*  ^ 
past  eight  o'clock. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  3.  hamh   . 

• 

Conference  met  at  half^past  eight  o'clock,  pursuant  to 
nde,  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  with 
reMgious  exercises  by  brother  Luckey. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  apiproved. 

No  reports  from  standing  or  aelect  commitlees  were 
presented. 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered  by  H.  Sheer 
and  T.  B.  Sargent:— 

"1.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  B«Minti«ni  of 
Conference  {hat  the  vote  of  Saturday  last,  in  the  case  of   f;  S^SS^JSl  ' 
Bishop  Andrew,  be  understood  as  advisory  only,  and  not 
in  tho  light  of  a  judicial  mandate. 

**  2.  Revived,  That  the  final  disposition  of  Bishop  An- 
drew's case  be  postponed  until  the  General  Conference   ^ 
of  1848,  in  eonfbrmi^  with  the  suggestion  of  the  Bishops 
in  their  Address  to  the  Conference  on  Friday,  Slat  May. 

H.  Sucsa, 

*^Jfine  3,  1844.  T.  B.  Sarowt." 

It  was  moved  to  lay  these  resolutions  on  the  table  for  Motioii  to  iqr 
the  present  On  the  question  of  laying  them  on  4io  table,  |^.  ^  ^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  <ndered. 

Yeas — ^Bangs,  Rice,  G.  Peck,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  ^J?*i*^ 
Riefaardson,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend,  J.  Porler,  King,'  ceT  uui^SMr- 
Crmdall,  C.  Adams,  Pickering,  Hill,  Robinson,  Randall,    SSL''onto?Si 
Morse,  Hobart,  Nickerson,  Webber,  E.  Scott,  Chamber-    bto. 
lin,  Kelly,  Perkins,  Dow,  Cahoon,  Cass,  Covel,  Spieer, 
Coleman,  A.  Adams,  Baker^  Comfort,   Rounds,   Row, 
Holmes,  Filmore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Seager,  Abell,  Hosmer, 
Alretson,  Steadman,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clairfc,  J.  Robinson, 
Goiidwin,  W.  Hunter,  H^  J.  Clarke  Speneer,  S.  BHiott, 
Boyd,  Wakefield,  Drummond,  C.  Elliott,  Fhdey,  Hanoh 
line,  Connell,  Ferree,  Power,  Crane,  Billings,  Baughman, 
Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames,  Eddy,  Mitchell,  Akers,  Vandeve^ 
GrifBth,  Davis,  L.  Scott^-75. 

Nays — Carpenter,  Sandford,  Sehon,  Triittbie,  G.  Smith,  NaTtontbe  ■»> 
Havens,  H.  W.  Reed,  Stamper,  Redman,  W.  Pattoo,  J.  SST^sS 
C»  Berryman,  Gunn,  Kavaaangh,  Stevenson,  Crouch,  mt'o 
Brash,  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  Stringfield,  Paine,  M'Perrin,  g^* 
Gf^oen,  Madden,  Harris,  Moody,  Joyner,  Barker,  Ratcliffs, 
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itiM  t.  A.  Hunter,  Fowler,  Winans,  Drake,  Lane,,  Rogers,  Mor- 
rah,  Boring,  Garrett,  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce, 
Parks,  Glenn,  Evans,  Longstreet,  Capers,  Betts,  Dnnwody, 
Walker,  J.  Jameson,  Donb,  Blake,  Early,  W.  A.  Smith, 
Lee,  Crowder^  Slicer,  Tippett,  Sargent,  Gere,  Hildt,  T. 
J.  Thompson,  White,  Shaw,  Neal,  Sovereign — 68. 

So  the  resolutions,  for  the  -present,  are  laid  on  the 
table.  .  > 

^    ^'■SSSm  ^''  Capers  offered  a  series  of  resolutions,  which  were 

read,  and  lie  on  the  table,  under  the  rule.  They  are  as 
follows: — 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  delegates  of  all  the  Annual  Con* 
Terences  in  General  Conference  assembled : 

''  That  we  recommend  to  the  Annual  Conferences  to  sus- 
pend the  constitutional  restrictions  which  limit  the  powers 
of  the  General  Conference  so  (ar,  and  so  far  only,  as  to 
allow  of  the  following  alterations  in  the  government  of 
the  church,  viz. : 

"That  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  these 
United  States  and  territories,  and  the  republic  of  Texas, 
shall  constitute  two  General  Conferences,  to  meet  quad- 
rennially, the  one  at  some  place  south,  and  the  other 
^kofth  of  the  line  which  now  divides  between  the  states 
commonly  designated  as  free  states  and  those  in  which 
slavery  exists. 

"2.  That  each  one  of  the  two  General  Conferences 
,  thus  constituted  shall  have  full  powers,  under  the  limita* 

tions  and  restrictions  which  are  now  of  force  and  binding 
on  the  General  Conference,  to  make  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  church,  within  their  territorial  limits  respectively, 
and  to  elect  Bishops  Uas  the  same. 

"3.  That  the  two  General  Conferences,  aforesaid* 
shall  have  jurisdiction  as  follows-: — The  Southern  Gene- 
ral Conference  shall  comprehend  the  states  of  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  and  the  states  and  territories 
lying  southerly  thereto,  and  also  the  republic  of  Texas, 
to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  title  of  the  Southern 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
of  the  United  States.  And  the  Northern  General  Confer- 
ence to  comprehend  all  those  states  and  territories  lying 
north  of  the  states  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri, 
as  above,  to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  title  ""of 
the  Northern  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis" 
copal  Church  in  the  United  States. 

**4.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  as  soon  as  threa- 
fonrths  of  all  the  members  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences 
voting  on  these  resolutions,  and  ^hall  approve  the  same, 
the  said  Southern  and  Northern  General  Conferences 
shall  be  deemed  as  having  been  constituted  by  such 
approval;  and  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  Southern 
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Attnual  ConfflTMiees  u»  elect  delegates  to  mid  Sotttberki 
General  Conference,  to  meet  in  tbe  city  of  NashnUe, 
Tena^  on  die  first  of  May,  1848 ;  or  sooner,  if  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  Annual  Conferences 
composing  that  General  Conference  shall .  desire  &o 
same. 

^  5,  And  be  it  further  resolved,  as  aforesud,  That  the 
Book  Concerns  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati  dkall  be 
held  and  conducted  as  the  property  and  for  the  benefit  of 
all  the  Annual  Conferences  as  heretofore — the  Editors 
and  Agents  to  be  elect^  once  in  four  years  at  the  time  ef 
the  session  of  the  Northern  General  Conference,  and  tbe 
TOtes  of  the  Southern  General  Conference  to  be  cast  by 
the  delegates  of  that  Conference  attending  the  Northern 
for  that  purpose. 

"  6.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  our  church  orga- 
nization for  foreign  missions  shall  be  maintained  and 
conducted  jointly  between  the  two  Genersd  Conferences 
as  one  church,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  upon 
from  time  to  time  between  the  two  great  branches  of  the 
church  as  represented  in  the  said  two  Conferences.'* 

E.  W.  Sehon  reported  that  brother  Kenney,  the  secoild 
assistant  Secretary,  had  received  intelligence  from  home 
of  the  affliction  of  his  family,  and  asked  that  he  be  excosed 
from  any  further  attendance.  He  was  excused,  and,  on 
motion  of  S.  D.  Ferguson,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  of  the  New^- ' 
York  Conference,  was  appointed  Secretaiy  in  his  place. 
At  the  request  of  brother  Carpenter  he  was  excused  from 
serving,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  Valentine  Bu^k, 
pastor  of  the  John-street  charge  Ih  this  city,  was  appointed 
Recording  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  resolutions  ofTered  by  W. 
Capers  this  morning  were  referred  to  \  select  committee 
of  nine,  who  were  instructed  to  report  on  them  as  soon  as 
practicable. 

L.  L.  Hamline  presented  an  account  for  the  travelling 
ejqienses  of  W.  Nast  and  N.  Callendar,  as  delegates  to 
the  Conference  of  the  Albright  brethren,  amounting  U> 
$27  50.  The  Book  Agents  at  New- York  were  directed 
to  pay  the  account 

C.  W.  Ruter  offered  the  two  following  resolutions, 
which  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  according  to  rule  : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  in 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  page  93,  that  answer  4  be  stricken  out 
entirely. 

*<  2.  That  the  Discij^ne,  chap.  1,  sec.  16,  page  61,  re- 
lative to  the  instruction  of  children,  be  so  altered  that  the 
fifst  answer  shall  commence  thus :— *  Let  Sunday  schools 
be  formed  in  all  our  congregations,  whenever  it  is  practi-  ^ 
cable.     And  it  shall  be  the  special  doty  of  preaohers/ 
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JiOe^'  ^.  AbA  tlMit  a  sizlh  answer  be  appended,  to  leld  a». 
foBofwa  :•**-'  It  shall  be  the  dutjr  <^  each  preacher  ia  eharf» 
to  inquire  relative  to  the  number  and  coodition  cf  00009011 . 
or  woek-day  schools  within  the  bounds  of  his  charge,  and 
as  Jar  as  pnicticable  to  lend  his  aid  in  procuring  conme-< 
tent  teachers  of  good  moral  character  in  every  society. 

The  following  communication  from  the  Bkhope  was 
read,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  to  conaider  and 
report  thereon : — 


tnok  ttko    Bt- 


"  To  the  General  Conference  ef  the  Methodist  Episcopd 
Church, 

toMUduncib      "  RsvBRXND  BasTHRBN»-— We  ask  leave  respectfully 
***  to  call  your  attention  to  difficulties  which  have  arisen  and 

are  increasing  among  our  brethren  and  friends,  in  regard 
to  indebtedness  on  the  score  of  building  churches,  and 
the  means  frequently  resorted  to  for  retief.  It  appears 
that  the  rules  of  Discipline  requiring  our  members  to 
bniid  plain,  cheap  houses  of  worsen,  and  to  guard  against 
contracting  debts  oa  the  premises,  £ave  been  too  litde  re* 
garded.  In  numerous  instances  costly  houses  hare  been 
erected  on  credit,  or  on  a  loan  subject  to  lien  or  mortgage, 
which  cannot  be  lifUd  by  those  immediately  interest^ ; 
"'  \.  ..  and,  as  the  last  resort,  agents  have  been  sent  out  to  solicit 
aid  in  distant  parts.  The  number  of  such  agenta,  acting 
under  the  appointment  ^  boards  of  trustees  and  other 
local  authorities,  is  so  large,  and  the  applications  made  by 
'  them  for  help  are  so.  frequent  among  our  brethren,  as  to 

aBn<^  them,  and  occasion  numerous  expressions  of  dis- 
satisfaction. We  are  of  the  opinion,  that  the  subject  is 
>  of  auffieient  importance  to  justify  and  require  some  action 
of  the.  General  Conference  in  the  premises  \  and  we  sug- 
gest with  deference  that  it  should  be  such  as  will  recom- 
^  mend  to  all  our  church  members  and  friends  not  to  en- 

courage any  agents  appointed  to  travel  and  beg  church 
^  fiuida,  except  such  as  may  act  under  the  sanction  of  an 

.  Amual  Conference. 
N  "Joshua  Soule, 

"  Elijah  Hbddino, 
''  Jah£s  O.  Andebw, 
"B/Wauoh, 
*^  Thos.  a.  MoERia. 
'NevhY4»k,  M99  20, 1844.'' 

Fgyiettim  «r      O.  Peck  <^«red  the  following  resolut^s ; — 
SUtSMt       ''^^  Resolved,  That  the  Editors  in  New-York  b«  in- 
stnoted  to  prepare  for  publication  the  journab  of  the 
Gcnanl  Conferences  of  1840  and  1844,  as  soon  as  may. 
be  aiier  tbto  Oeneral  Conference  sheU  adjourn. 


^3.  ReaolTedt  That  a  eopjr  be  forwarded  by  the  Agonta       ^^^  ^ 
to  each  Annual  Conference,  to  be  kept  on  file." 

A  motion  to  amend  this,  by  striking  put  1840,  and  in-  . 
aexting  1800  in  place  of  it,  was  laid  on  the  table.    The 
reeolutions  aa  above  were  adopted. 

J.  S.  Porter  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  lies 
en  the  table,  under  the  rule : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  fourth  answer  to  the   question,  ^^JSIlBt  of 
'  How  shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial?'  found    DtedpUM. 
on  page  93,  be  amended  by  adding,  '  which  shall  have 
authonty  to  order  a  new  trial.V 

"J.  S.  PORTBR, 

"  John  Claek." 

On  motion  of  B.  M,  Drake  a  resolution  offered  by  him 
some  time  ago  was  called  up.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  84,  question  3,  ^^^JSnlJ 
answer  1,  be  amended  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word    mwnrltut,    , 
'  assurances,'  and   substituting,   '  that  they  believe  the  "    ' 

doctrines  set  forth  in  the  baptismal  services ;'  omitting 
the  question  touching  baptism,  if  the  applicant  has  been 
baptized  in  infancy." 

N.  Bangs  called  the  previous  question  on  this  resolu- 
tion. The  call  was  sustained,  and  the  resolution  put  and 
lost.  i«t 

The  reporters  were  requested  not  to  publish,  at  present, 
the  resolutions  offered  this  morning  by  W.  Capers. 

W.  Winans  moved  to  suspend  the  fifteenth  rule,  with 
a  view  to  propose  an  immediate  change  in  the  rule  under 
consideration:  lost 

J.  Porter  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  ^jgUL^JJ 
on  Boundaries.     The  report  was  taken  up,  and  acted  on    ukMmpaad 
by  section.     The  first  was  taken  up,  and  read.     N.  Bangs    "^^^  *■• 
moved  that  the  I^ew-Tork  Conference  have  leave,  with  ' 
the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  Bishop,  to  divide  them- 
selves during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if  they  judge  it  ne- 
cessary: this  motion  was  lost.    The  first  section  was 
adopted.     The  second  and  third  sections  were  adopted. 
A  motion  to  lay  the  fourth  section  on  the  table  was  lost. 
£.  Robinson  moved  that  the  Maine  Conference  have  per-  ,     ,   . 

mission,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  presiding  Bishop,  to  . 
divide  within  the  ensuing  four  years :  this  motion  was 
lost,  and  the  fourth  section  was  adopted.     The  Jlfih,  sixths  • 
swenthf  eighthy  ninth,  tenth,  and  eleventh  sections  were^ 
adopted.     A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  Middlebum 
circuit  from  the  twelfth  section,  whichi  prevailed  ;  and  the 
section  thus  amended  was  adopted.     The  thirteenth,  four' 
ftf^M,  and  j^^en/A  sections  were  adopted.     A  motion  was  . 

made  to  amend  the  sixteenth  section,  so  that  after  the 
words,  I'  western  charge,  Indianapolis,"  it  shall  read,  "and 


Ob    OhutcJh 
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Jwkel  gjj  tii^  towns  east,  into  the  Indiana  Conference.  The 
eastern  charge  in  Indianapolis,  and  all  the  towns  west,  on 
the  National  Road,  into  North  Indiana  Conference,  except 
Terre  Hante.^'  This  motion  was  lost,  and  the  section,  as 
reported,  was  adopted.  The  seventeeTith,  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenthj  twentieth,  ttoenty-Jirst,  twenty-second,  and  ttoenty-third 
sections  were  adopted.  £.  F.  Sevier  moved  to  amend  the 
twenty-fourth  section  hy  making  certain  alterations  in  the 
line  between  the  Holston  and  South  Carolina  Conferences, 
which  was  agteed  to ;  and  the  section,  as  amended,  was  ' 
laid  on  the  table,  to  give  those  Conferences  an  oppor- 
tunity to  describe  the  Hues. 

The  chair  announced  the  committees  ordered  this  morn- 
ing, viz. : — 

On  Resolutions  of  W.  Capers. — ^W.  Capers,  W. 
Winans,  T.  Crowder,  J.  Porter,  G.  Filmore^  P.  Akers, 
L.  L.  Hamline,  J.  Davis,  P.  P.  Sandford. 

On  Church  Agencies. — A.  Griffith,  J.  B.  Finley,  S. 
Pickering,  T,  J.  Thompson,  C.  W.  Carpenter. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  ad- 
journ to  meet  a^  half-past  three  o'clock. 
I-  T.  Cooper        I.  T.  Cooper,  who  was  absent  when  the  vote  on  J.  B. 
ncoid  ^Mb    Finley's  resolution  was  taken,  asked  leave  to  record  his 
^*^*  name;  which  being  granted,  he  voted  in  the  negative. 

W.  Capers,  at  his  request,  was  released  from  serving 
>>n  the  committee  on  preparing  a  Pastoral  Address. 

Conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  brother  Hosmer. 

MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  3. 

Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  half-past 
three  o*clock,  Bishop   Waugh  in   the  chair,    and  was  . 
opened  in  the  customary  way  by  brother  Stratten. 
The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
tflffiH^onitfiie-       The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report,  which 
'*'^'  was  read.  -  A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  it.     A  motion 

was  made  to  recommit  the  report,  but  was  lost.  The 
question  recurred  on  the  motion  to  adopt.  T.  Sovereign 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table :  this  was  lost.  J.  S.  Porter 
moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out  the  last  sen- 
tence, and  inserting  after  the  word  **  authority,"  "  for  with- 
holding the  forty-eight  dollars  from  brother  Armstrong.^ 
The  amendment  was  admitted  by  the  committee.  P.  P. 
Sandford  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  word  "  no."  On  motion  of  brother  Winans,  the  report 
was  recommitted  to  conform  it  to  the  amendment. 
^SSSmTdS!  ^'  B-  Tippett,  in  behalf  of  the  delegation  from  the  Bal- 
timore Conference,  presented  a  report,  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted,  viz. : — 
"  The  delegates  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  have' duly 
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considered  the  subject  of  brother  Sargent's  ezp^iees,  re*  ^*^  '• 
ferred  to  them  upon  the  suggestion  of  Bishop  Soule,  sad 
unaniinottaly  report.  That  during  bis  yisit  to  Europe  i& 
1842  he  received  nothing  for  quarterage  or  family  ex- 
penses, and  therefore  recommend  that  the  Book  Agents  in  . 
New*  York  be  directed  to  pay  to  the  order  of  broths  Sar* 
gent  the  sum  of  six  hundred  dollars. 

''In  behalf  cS  the  delegation, 

«  C.  B.  TiPPETT.    s  \ 

"•l«in^2, 1844." 

A.  WHey,  chairman  of  die  Committee  on  the-  Socid  egctdaad  d» 
-and  Domestic  Library,  presented  a  report,  which  was  ;."*^^*"^' 
readi  and,  on  motion,  had  on  the  table. 

A.  Griffith,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Church 
Agencies,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read.  On  motion  - 
of  H.  Slicer,  the  fifteenth  rule  was  suspended  to  admit  of 
immediate  action  on  this  proposed  addition  to  a  regulation 
in  the  Discipline.  The  report  was  then  adopted,  and 
reads  thus  :— 

**  After  answer  2,  section  2,  page  159  of  the  Discipline, 
add,  '  In  all  cases  where  debts  for  building  houses  of  wor- 
ship have  been,  or  may  be,  incurred  contraiy  to,  or  in  dis- 
regard bf,  the  above  recommendation,  our  members  and 
friends  are  requested  to  discountenance,  by  declining  pe« 
cnniary  aid  to  all  agents  who  shall  travel  abroad  beyond  ^ 

their  own  circuits  or  districu  for  the  collection  of  funds 
for  the  discharge  of  such  debts ;  except  in  such  peculiar 
cases  as  may  be  approved  by  an  Annual  Conference,  of 
such  agento  as  may  be  appointed  by  their  authority.' 
*'A11  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

''A.  GxiFFrrd,  Chmrman. 

**/imtf3, 1844." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  the  sub-  ' Actios  on  bom- 
ject  under  discussion  this  morning  at  the  adjournment,  was  •  ^J^^^^ 
resumed.    On  motion  of  T.  Stringfield,  the  action  of  this 
morning  on  the  twetUy-fowrth  section  was  reconsidered. 
E.  F.  Sevier  withdrew  his  amendment     Th^  twenQr- 
fourth  section  was  adopted ;  as  also  were  the  twenty^j^h^^^ 
tteerUy-fixtht  and  twerUy-^eventh  sections.     The  twenty- 
eighth  was  read,  and  B.  M.  Drake  moved  to  amend  by 
striking  out  Eastern  Texas,  and  making  the  Texas  Con-  *> 
ference  include  the  republic  of  Texss.    The  amendmeal 
was  lost.     The  twenty-eighth  section  was  adopted,  as 
were  also  the  following  sections  up  to  the  fortieth^  inclu- 
sive.   When  the  forty-firet  section  was  read,  J.  Stamper 
moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out  the  section* 
This  motion  prevailed.    The  preamble  and  whole  report 
were  then  adopted,  viz. :— 
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June  ».  M  The  Committee  on  Boundaries,  haring  patiently  cod- 

^^StSo^SSUn  sidered  the  yarious  matters  tefeTited  to  them,  beg  leave  to 
w  tdoptwL       present  the  IbUowing  report :  ^    * 

^  They  recommend  ttie  division  of  six  Conferences — 
New-Hampshire,  Indiana,  Rcksk  River,  Illinois,  Texas» 
and  Geor^a ;  the  formation  of  five  new  Conferences-— 
VeAnont,  Notth  Indiana,  lows.  Western  Texas,  and 
Florida ;  and  various  alterations  of  lines ;  all  of  which 
divisions  *and  alterations  are  indicated  in  the  following 
details : 

^'  1.  New- York  Conferknce  shall  include^allthftt  ter- 
ritory now  embraced  in  the  New- York,  Long  Island,  New- 
Hkven,  PoughkeepSie^  HartftMd,  Rhinebeck,  Delawai«», 
.     and  Newburg  Districts. 

"  2.  Providence  Coitference  shall  include  that  pan 
of  the  state  of  Connecticut  l3ring  east  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  all  the  state  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  lying  south«east  of  a  line  drawn 
frMi  the  north-east  comer  of  the  state  of  Rhode  Island  to 
tl»  mouth  of  the  Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run  i 
as  to  leave  the  Walpole  station  within  the  bounds  of  the 
New-England  Conference. 

"9.  New'England  Cokfersncs  shall  include  all  the 
state'  of  Massachusetts  lying  east  of  the  Green  MomHains 
Tkill  embraced  in  the  NeW-York,  New-Hampshire,  and 
Providence  Conferences. 

*<  4.  Maine  Confeiiencb  shall  include  all  the  state  of 
Maine,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  New-Hampshire  Ijring 
east  of  the  White  Hills,  and  north  of  the  waters  of  the 
Owipee  Lake. 

"5.  NbW'Havpshire  Conpbbencb  shall  include  all 
the  state  of  New-Hampshire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine 
Conference,  and  that  part  of  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
north-east  of  the  Merrimack  River. 

'*  6.  Vermont  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Vermont,  except  that  part  lying  west  of  the  top  of  the 
Green  Mountains,  ^embraced  in  ^  Troy  Conference. 

^^7.  Trot  Conference  shall  incjude  Troy,  Albany,  (in- 
cluding Sharon  and  Cobleskill  circuits,  formerly  embraced 
in  the  Oneida  Conference  j)  Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burlington, 
and  Plattsburg  Districts. 

<*8.  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together 
with  Rose  circtdt,  &at  part  of  the  state  of  New- York  west 
of  the  Troy  Conference  not  embraced  in  the  Genesee 
CMiferenee,  as  far  south  as  the  Erie  Canal,  and  all  the 
societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  said  canal,  except 
Utida  and  Canistota,  Monteauma  and  Port  Byron. 

''**9.  Oneida  CoNrBRENOB  shall  include  that  part  of  the 
stale  of  New- York  east  of  Cayttga  hdke  not  embraced  in- 
the  New-Yoik,  Troy,  and  Black  River  Coniereaoes,  and ' 
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the  Susquehannah  and  Wyoming  Districts,  in  the  state  of  _^  _ 

Pennsylrania;     .  ^£5^ 

"  10.  Gbnbssb  Confbaencs  shall  include  that  part 
of  the  st^te  of  New- York  lying  west  of  a  line  running 
.80u£b  from  Lake  Ontario,  b^  way  of  Cayuga  Lake,  to 
Peitnsylvania,  not  embraced  m  the  Erie  Conference,  .and 
80  much  of  the  north  part  of  the  state  of  PennsylTania  as 
is  included  in  Seneca  Lake,  Dansville,  and  Catarougus 
Districts.  .    i 

''11.  Erik  Contbrbnoe  shall  be  bqundedon  the  north 
by  Lake  Erie,  on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  9^  the 
mouth  of  Catarauens  Creek,  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River 
at  the  mouth  of  Tunanquant  Creek,  thence  up  said  creek 
eastward  to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the  waters  of  Cla- 
rion and  Sinnama&ning  Creeks,  thence  east  to  the  head 
of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  AU^ 
ghany  River,  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north-we^t^rlT 
direction  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  the  iiorth 
part  of  Butler  and  Newcastle  circuits^  thence  west  tO:  the 
Ohio  Canali  thence  i^ong  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  includ- 
ing Akron,  and  Cleveland  city. 

"  12.  Pittsburg  Cosifbrbkcb  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  \)y  the  4Ue- 
ghany  Mountains,  on  the  south  by  a  line  stretching  from 
Uie  head  of  Tygert's  Valley  to  the  O^io  River,  so  f^  to 
embrace  Kanawha  circuit,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Muskingum  River,  ^d  up  said  river,  exclusive  of,  the 
towns  of  Marietta  and  Zanesville^  to  the  .Tuscarwas 
ftiver,  and  thence  up  said  river  to  the  line  of  the  Krie  - 
Conference. 

"  13.  Ohio  Confbrbncb  shal)  coqumence  at  thqji|fath 
of  the  Great  Miami  River,  running  north  with  th,e  §tate 
line  to  the  line  of  Dark  county,  excludiug  ElizabedilQwn, 
thence  eastwardly  along  the  line  of  the  North  Ohiip  jCon* 
ference,  so  as  to  exclude  the  circuits  of  Qceenville,  Sid- 
ney, Belfontaine,  Richwood,  Marion,  Delaware,  ^ja/X  flot- 
coe,  to  the  Muskingum  River,  thence  dowQ  s^id  riv^  so 
as  to  include  the  towns  of  Zanesville  and  Marietta,  and 
Kanawha  District,  in  Virginia,  thence  down  the  Qhio 
River  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

"  14.  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  embrace. all  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Ohio  not  included  b  the  Ohio,,  Pitts- 
burg, and  Erie  Conferences.  .  ,^ 

"  15.  Michigan  Confbrencs  shall  include  the  .^tate 
of  Michigan,  and  the.  Ojibway  missions  on  the  w^ern  of 
Lake  Superior,  formerly  einbraced  in  the  Rock  l^ver 
Conference. . 

''  16.  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  that  ^wjig.  of 
the  state  q(  Indiana  south  of  the  National  road,  ^with  EU- 
sabethtown  in  Ohio,  a(id  the  western  charge  in  Indiana- 
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juM  s.     ^  polls,  with  all  the  towns  that  are  immediately  t>n  the  foad 
^SmS'^Oim^    ^  ^^  ^^^  lin^9  except  Terre  Haate.      . 

*'  17.  North  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  that 
part  of  the  state  of  Indiana  north  of  the  National  road,  the 
eastern  charge  in  Indianapolis,  with  all  the  towns  that  are 
immediately  on  the  road,  to  the  eastern  Ime  of  the  state, 
together  with  Terre  Hante  in  the  west. 

**  18.  Rock  River  Conf£rvnce  shall  include  that  part 
df  the  state  of  Illinois  not  embraced  in  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, and  the  Wisconsin  Territory. 

*'19.  Iowa  Conference  shall  include  all  the  Iowa 
'  Territory. 

<*20.  Illinois  Confer^ngte  shall  include  that  part  of 
the  state  of  Illinois  south  of  the  following  line,  namely : 
beginning  at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi  River,  and.  run- 
ning thence  to  Augusta,  thence  to  Doddsville,  thence  to 
the  mouth  of  Spoon  River,  thence  to  Bloomington,  thence 
to  Danville,  thence  to  the  Indiana  state  line,  embracing 
War8a;W  town,  Havannah  mission,  Bloomington  station, 
and  Danville  circuit. 

<*  21.  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
Missouri. 

"22.  Indian  Mission  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as 
follows,  namely :  on  the  north  by  the  Missouri  River,  east 
by  the  states  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  south  by  Red 
•    River,  and  west  by  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

"  23.  Ken'^jckv  Conference  shall  include  the  state  of 
'     Kentucky,  except  so  much  of  the  said  state  as  lies  west 
of  the  Tennessee  River. 

'  "24.  Holston  Conference  shall  include  East  Ten- 
nessee, that  part  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina  now  em- 
iMraced  in  the  Ashville  and  Wytheville  Districts,  and  so 
much  of  the  state  of  Tirginia  as  is  now  embraced  in  the 
Wytheville  District,  and  the  districts  lying  west  of  New- 
River. 

^25.  Tennessee  Conference  shall  include  Middle 
Tennessee,  and  that  part  of  North  Alabama  watered  by 
those  streams  flowing  into  the  Tennessee  .River. 
'  '  *<26.  Memphis  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Tombigbee  River,  Alabama  state  line,  and  Ten- 
nessee River,  on  the  north  by  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi 
'  Rivers,  west  by  the  Mississippi  River,  and  south  by  a 
line  running  due  east  from  the  Mississippi  River  to  the 
south-west  comer  of  Tallahatchie  county,  thence  due  east 
to  the  south-eastern  comer  of  Yallabusha  county,  thence 
in  a  straight  line  to  the  north-western  comer  of  Octibaha 
county,  thence  due  east  to  the  Tombigbee  River. 

'*27.  Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  the  state 
'  .df  Arkansas. 

''28.  Eastern  Texas  Conference  shall  embrace  all 
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.  tkal  jpart  of  the  republic  of  Texas  eattfc  of  a  line  begjuinkig     .  ^^  '- 
at  the  east  pass  of  the  Bay  of  Galveston,  thence  through  ^£SSS*^oo«h 
said  bay  to  the  mouth  of  Trinity  River,  thence  up  said 
river  to  the  source  of  the  middle  fork  of  the  same. 

**29.  WESTERN  Texas  Conference  shall  embrace  aU 
that  part  of  the  republic  of  Texa^  lying  west  of  the  Tri- 
nity River,  including  Galveston  Island. 

"30.  Mississippi  Conference  shall  include  all  that 
part  of  the  state  oX  Mississippi  not  embraced  in  the  Ala- 
bama and  Memphis  Conferences,  and  all  the  state  of 
Louisiana. 

"31.  Alabama  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part 
of  the  state  of  Alabama  not  included  in  the  Tennesaee 
Conference,  West  Florida,  and  the  counties  of  Jackson, 
Greene,  Wayne,  Clark,  Lauderdale,  Kemper,  Noxubee, 
Lowndes,  and  that  part  of  Monroe  east  pf  the  Tombigbee 
River,  in  the  state  of  Mississippi. 

"  32.  Georou'  Conference  shall  include  all  the  state 
of  Georgia,  except  that  part  which  lies  south  of  a  line 
commencing  at  Fort  Gaines  on  the  Chattahoochee  River, 
running  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  Albany,  on  Flint  River, 
thence  along  the  line  of  the  Ocmolgee  and  Flint  River 
Railroad  to  the  Ocmulgee  River,  thence  down  said  river 
to  the  Altamaha,  thence  down  the  Altamaha  to  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  and  also  that  part  of  North  Carolina  embraced 
in  Murphy  circuit,  Lafayette  District. 

"  33.  Florida  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part 
of  the  state  of  Georgia  not  included  in  the  Georgia  Con- 
ference, and  East  and  Middle  Florida. 

"  34.  South  Carolina  Conference  shall  include  the 
state  of  South  Carolina,  and  so  much  of  North  Carolina 
as  is  included  in  the  Lincolnton  and  Wilmington  Districts. 

**  35.  North  Carolina  Conference  shall  be  bounded 
on  the  east  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  the  north  by  Albe- 
marle Soimd,  Roanoke  and  Staunton  Rivers,  on  the  west 
by  the  top  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  including  the  counties  of 
Wilkes  and  Iredell,  on  the  south  by  the  south  lines  of 
Iredell,  Rowan,  Davidson,  Randolph,  and  Chatham,  thence 
bv  Cape  Fear  River,  except  those  appointments  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Wilmington  and  Lincolnton  Districts. 

'*  36.  YjRoiNiA  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the 
east  by  the  Chesapeake  Bay  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on 
the  south  by  Albemarle  Sound,  Roanoke  and  Staunton 
Rivers,  on  the  west  by  the  Blue  Ridge,  on  the  north  by 
the  Rappahannock  River,  except  Fredericksburg  and  Port 
Royal. 

**37.  Baltimore  Conference  shall  include  the  re» 
malning  part  of  Virginia  not  embraced  in  the  Yirginiay 
Holston,  Ohio,  Pittsburg,  and  Philadelphia  Conferences, 
the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland^  except  a  small  portion 
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limes.       included  in  the  Pittsburg  Conference,  iind  that  pwf  of 
'^SraS^Ca^    Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
west  of  Susquehaunah  River,  including  Northumbetiand 
District. 

**38.  Philadeiphia  Conference  shall  include  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  the  state  of  De- 
laware, and  all  that  part  of  Pennsylvania  l3dng  between  the 
Susquehannah  and  Delaware  Rivers,  except  so  much  as 
is  included  in  the  Baltimore,  Oneida,  and  New- Jersey 
Conferences. 

*'39.  New-Jersey  Conference  shall  include  ibfi 
whole  state  of  New-Jersey,  Staten  fslandj  and  so  much 
of  the  states  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  nbw 
included  in  the  Paterson  District. 

"40.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  on  the 
western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominaited  The  Liberia 
Mission  Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights, 
powers,  and  privileges  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  ex- 
cept diat  of  sending  delegates  to  the  (general  Conference, 
'  and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the 
Bool^  Concern  and  the  Chartered  Fund. 

*«  P.  Rice,  Chairman}' 

S.  Luckey  offered  a  preamble  and  resolution,  which,  on 
motion,  were  laid  on  the  table. 

B.  T.  Crouch  offered  a  resolution  touching  the  ^nal 

adjournment  of  this  Conference  on  Saturday  next.     H. 

Slicer  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  Friday  night,  at 

^  twelve  o'clock.    The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid 

on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  Conference  adjourned,  and 
was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by  the  chair. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  4. 

Conference  met  at  the  usual  hour.  Bishop  Morris  in  the 
chair,  and  was  opened  with  religious  exercises  by  brother 
J.  S.  Porter. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  aflemoon  was  read  and  ^ 
proved. 

J'  P*^  .^^°^  J-  Davis  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  record  his  vote 
among  the  yeas  and  nays  on  J.  B.  Finley's  substitute. 
His  name  was  entered  among  the  yeas.  (See  list  of  yeas 
and  nays  on  p.  84.) 
■•part  of  oon.  C.  B.  Tippett,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  ,£z- 
■Si«r£%l^,  pensea  of  tlie  Delegates,  presented  the  following  report, 
'^"■*"  which  was  read,  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed: — 

**  T&e  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  DeleflUM 
report^  that  they  have  received  from  the  respective  dele- 
gations (except  Alabama)  an  account  of  receipts  and  ex- 


penditores,  and  herewith  j^esent  it,  for  the  informatioii  of       ^^^  ^■ 
uie  General. Conference,  in  the  following  condensed  form,  ^^JTSB^iSt 
riz. :—  fM  «f  £•  p^ 

DeUgaHon$,      ^  Mxpetues.    CoUeeHonM*  Z>^/Sct«fic»et.    8%rfhu* 

New-York  •  45  25  487  94                        442  69 

Troy  69  05  195,07                        136  00 

Pmndence   .  67  54        80  54                          13  00 

N.  Hampshire     209  98  169  58        40  40 

New-England  59  92  151  93                          92  01 

Pictilmrg  399  00  288  98      110  02 

Maiae  153  94  112  21         41  63 

Black  River  92  50  122  05                         29  55 

Erie  276  00  165  85       110  15 

Oneida  125  90  .    2^1  M                        136  00 

Michigan  204  22  182  64        61  58 

Boek  River  389  84  219  81       170  63 

.e«neaee  210  99  214  88                           3  89 

North  Ohio  358  90  306  97       .  51  93 

Illinois  590  30  871  26      219  04 

Kentucky  480  00  422  25        57  76 

Ohio  630  00  564  49        65  51 

Miaaouri  365  75  272  02        93  93 

Holaton  359  00  250  89       106  11 

Tennessee    >  407  76  407  76 

Indiana  .633  69  489  85        43  64 

•  N.  Caiolina  188  95  115  74        73  21 

Memphis  396  78  375  40        2138 

AriLansas  312  48  227  98        84  60 

iViigiua  237  00  881  00                          44  00 

loissisai^i  400  00  400  00 

Tcsas  267  62        23  15      844  47           ' 

Geoigia  703  00  862  00                        169  00 

€.  Gaxxdina  421  64  421  64 

Baltimore  296  50  378  62                         82  Q2 

PkilaMphia  113  75  481  34                       367  59 

N.  Jevsey  46  50  299  17                        253  67 


•9412  75     9644  81 
expenses    ^ 


•9467  75 
AdMont  of  collections  •9544  81 

Paid  brother  Fatton  by  order  •  50  00 

Georgia  delegation  retained  by  per- 
mission of  Conference  109  00**— -159  00 

•9385  31 
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\ 


Received  eince  the  teport  was  made 
out,  from  Oneida  delegation 

4  08 

Genesee 

4  62 

Providence 

6  00 

Pittalmrg 

{29  06 

^               Ncw-YoA,  by  G.  Lwie, 

170  14 

Black  River          *' 

3  00 

Lancaster  cii.,  R:  R. 

9  75— «^5  66 

9610  97 

Total  amount  of  expenses 

9467  75 

Leaving  surplus  143  32 

'^  This  amount,  with  all  other  collections  raised  for  the 
same  purpose,  we  recommend  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Book 
Agents,  in  part  to  reimbinrse  the  Bobk  Concern. 

*'  The  committee  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  of  ihe 
•1,061  47  drawn  from  the  Book  Concern  in  1840,  $789  17 
have  since  been  received;  leaving  only  a  balance  of 
$272  30 :  deduct  from  that  amount  the  surplus  now  fai 
hand,  and  the  remainder  is  $129  08.  This  amount  wfll 
no  doubt  be  speedily  refunded. 

**  In  regard  to  the  resolution  of  the  Alabama  delegstioii, 
referred  to  your  committee,  we  recommend  that  they  be 
permitted  to  settle  with  their  own  Conference,  forasmuch 
as  they  have  assured  us  that  they  know  not  the  pfrobiMe 
amount  of  their  expenses,  nor  of  die  collections  raised 
within  their  bounds. 

'*  Respeotiully  subnntted. 


C.  B.  TipPETT,  Ciairmtm^j,' 
The  Commiltee  on  Slavery  presented  a  reoiirt  in  ptft. 


^^       ^  ^ ed  a  reoOTt  ii_  ^ 

flamy  Import  ^ijj^j^  ^^^  yg^     ^  motion  by  W.  Winan«  to  lay  it 

the  table  was  lost.     A  motion  was  madeto^  adopt  the  im- 
port.   J.  A.  Collins  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  re* 
port.    The  motion  to  adopt,  and  the  proposed  amendment, 
were  laid  on  the  table,  until  the  committee  concerning 
the  resolutions  of  W.  Capers  report. 
Repot  of  Com-       The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  presented  their  report 
em^,^  the  on  the  complaint  against  the  North  Ohio  Conference, 
oT'iEmutMw.  ^^*^^  ^^   recommitted  yesterday.    Th«  report,  con- 
formed to  the  action  of  yesterday,  was  read  and  adopted, 
viz.: — 

^  The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  have  considered  the 
communication  of  George  Armstrong,  of  the  Liberty  cir* 
cuit.  North  Ohio  Conference,  who  complains  that  said 
Conference  withheld  from  him  his  portion  of  the  Confer- 
ence funds,  under  a  resolution  which  was  adopted  by  that 
body  cutting  off  the  claims  of  those  who  failed  to  lift  a 
fiftl^  or  Conference  collection. 


^  The  eomnttttee  refNnty  that  inasmvoh  as  theMegalM 
.  from. the  N<nrth  Ohio  Conference  sute  that  the  claim  of 
hfother  Armstrong  was  not  withheld  because  of  such  reso- 
lution, that  therefore  said  Conference  are  under  no-obM- 
gatiba  to  refund  to  brother  Armstrong  the  $48  alluded  to 
in  his  appeal. 

'<  Submitted,  J^  B.  M'Fsrrsn,  CAaimMm. . 

"  iVw-y^ril, /iwe  4,  1844." 

W.  Ci^m,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  on  the  resolu- 
tions offered  yesterday,  asked  leave  for  that  committee  to    £|£S'  ^^HH^  ^ 
sit  during  Conference  houie.    The  leare  was  given.  J^  S^A 

P.  P.  Sandford  objected  to  retiring  from  Conference,    SjT     \^ 
and  asked  to  be  excused  from  serring  on  the  committee.       •  -  .       < 
He  was  not  excused. 

F«  Reed  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  and  take  up  the  \  ^ 

veport  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools.    This  mo-  '  ' 

lion  did  not  prevaiL 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  admit  a  reao- 
Intion  respecting  the  Texas  Conference.  L.  Fowler 
offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  :-r^ 

'•  Resolved,  That  all  the  preachers  in  Texas,  both  East  T«bm  9kh0^ 
URid  West,  meet  together  in  Conference  at  their  next  sea-    ^°^^^. 
•ion,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  form  their  plans  f«r 
their  future  action  in  both  divisions  of  the  work.'*    • 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  farther  to  suspend  the  order  of  the        '^  -  J^'  ^ 
day  for  the  porpose  of  taking  up  a  repost  of  the  Commit-  ''  ' 

tee  on  the  Book  Concern.    A  motion  to  lay  this  on  the 
table,  and  also  a  motion  to  pos^ne  it,  were  lest,- 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance  was  takto  B«port<Mii^8»> 
up,  and  read.    The  previous  question  was  moved  and  sds-    Sa'^^^JlS 
tained,  on  ^^  first  resolution,  and  the  first  resolution  was    '^"I'jigwM 
adopted.    The  seam^  resolution  was  adopted.    The  pre-    adopS^L^ 
'  nmble  of  the  above  two  resolutiens  was  adopted.    A  mo- 
lion  to  lay  the  last  item  in  the  report  on  the  tsJUe  was 
lost.    On  motion  th^  further  consideration  of  ihd  report 
was  postponed, 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  take  up  report  No.  1  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisal.     J.  £arly  moved  as  a  anbstitute,  that      »       *     ' 
the  repoft  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be 
taken  i^.    A  motion  to  lay  this  subatitttte  on  the  table 
^as  lost.    The  substitute  prevailed,  and 

Report  No.  6  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Conoem  ^^S^^S^J^*^ 
1^8  taken  up.    The  fifH  section  was  read.    J.  B.  M'Fer-    o«n,  takn  19. 
rla  moved  to  strikeout  all  afler  the  words  *'  would  recom- 
mend,"  and  substitute  the  following  resdution,  which  pne- 
-vailed: 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  be  instmctedto  furnish  fmr  ondtoeov 
yreadiers  in  the  Texas  Coorerenoe  with  our  books  on    t&^\ 
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''"*^  lli»sa«e:termB  as  those  upon  vbicb  Uiey  am  fomished 
.to  the  preachenrof  oia:  other  Confereoces,  aUowing  them 
a  failher  diaeoisit  to  the  amooDtef  the  dutiee  wUoh  they 
may  be  teqaired  to  pay  on  eaid  booka.'' 

The  first  section,  reading  as  filUows,  waa  adopted : 
'Jj^^**  t£       "  Section  1 .  They  have  had  under  consideFatkn  the  le- 
dm,  qneat  of  the  Texas  Conference  for  a  deposiisiy  of  our 

books  in  the  city  of  Houston,  and  after  matare  delibera* 
tion  do  deem  it  inexpedient  to  grant  the  request, 
;'  "  Se«tioal2.  After  reading  the  exhibit  of  the  state  df  the 

Beek.Ooacem  at  Cincittnati»  the  committee  agreed  to 
;.   ;_  recommend  the  ft^wiagresofaition  to  this  Conferenoe: 

^ffSi^tSK       ^'Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
MTicsntiot.  .dirscte^  to  erect  suitable  bnildinga  on  the  vacaiit-lot  hs- 
longing  to  the  Concern,  for  renting,  at  such  time  as  th#y 
shaU  deem  most  admable."    This  section  was  adopted. 
Badnctkinbi       <<  Section  S.  It  is  recommended  that  our  Book  Concern 
mceocbooto.  ^  j^^^  y^j^  and  Cincinnati  be  directed  to  reduce  the 
retail  prices  of  our  books  as  much  as  in  their  judgment 
4hey  may  with  safety  to  the  Concern."    Adopted. 

Section  4  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  W.  H.  Raper, 
was  laid  on  the  taMe. 
mtnokf  seiidoi  .    **  Section  5.  Also  that  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinaati  be 
AdiN^tnrtiM  i^gtmeted  to  publish  a  cheap  Sabbath  Sebool  Advooale, 
at  25  oenta  a  year,  for  the  benefit  of  the  West^  if  they 
shall  deem  it  expedient.'' 
1^  m    the       Section  6  was  read^  and  N»  Banga  mored  the  fdbw- 
lag  substitute :  ^  That  the  agents  be  aathonxed  to  aell  the 
iMMhs  at  25  per  cent,  discount  for  cash,  pi  at  30  per  cent, 
discount  for  credit,  in  the  manner  alroady  provided  Sor,^ 
W.  H.  Raper  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  imd  sectioto  on 
^  the  tMe^  which  prevailed. 

Section  7  was  read,  and  W.  Murrah  moved  to  atrihe 
out  all  after  the  words  **  obituary  notices,"  which  pi»- 
•^vailed.  J.  P.  Dmrbin  movod  to  amend  by  adding,  "  that 
correspondents  confine  their  obituary  notieea  to  thiztjr 
Itoes,"  which,  oi|  motion  of  W.  W.  Ninde,  was  laid  on  the 
table.  J.  P.  Durbin  moved  the  following  sabstiMitet  whidi 
was  adopted: 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  be  la- 
strueted  to  confine  each  obituary  notice  and  menoi?  -to 
the  smallest  practicable  space ;  and  that  corre^ondents 
be  earnestly  requested  to  make  their  eemmunicatiena  in 
.the  briefest  manner  possiUe.;  simply  announcing  this  de- 
cease of  the  peraon,  and  audi  events  in  the  lifer .  ef  the 
anbject  as  are  calculated  to  be  of  aewice  to  the  cfanrsh  f 
and  that  in  general  no  obituary  shall  exceed  two  squares, 
but  an  interesting  memoir  may  be  entered  at  the  diacre* 
tion  of  the  Editor." 

Seetion  8  waa  adi^ed,  after  having  been»  en  oMlkai 
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than  N.  T«ik 
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vSi.  J^fyi  laeBd^d  by  iddiof  <<  Misskmaty  S^rdtaffy.^ 
hift«B  follows': 

<*  Resolved,  That  the  Disdifiliiie  be  ao  altered  aa  t»  ^cmatiMr- 
atto  w  fhe  Age&ta,  fiditora,  and  MiaaionarySeeretaTy,  at  ^    ^  w  .^ 
Book  CoDcema atNew-Yofk and  Ciaoimiati, to  faoUl tfaeit 
■Mmberahip  io  anch  pofifeieneea  aa  they  may  aeleet,  with 
the  approbatioB  of  fhe  Svperintendeiita.''  ' 

Section  9  was  read,  aa  follows :  *'  We  recommend  that 
the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  foniiah  as  aoon  as  oon« 
Tenient  to  each  of  the  Editors  of  oAr  periodicala  a  copy 
^  of  the  books  of  omr  General  Catalogue ;  to  be  kept  by  the 
Editora,  in  a  case  prqnffed  for  that  purpose ;  and  he  is 
hereby  required  carefidly  to  preaerve  the  aame  from 
damage ;  and  theset,  together  with  such  books  as  may  bs^ 
««nt  to  him  by  pabfiahers  to  be  notified  in  the  periodical- 
which  he  may  edit,  ahall  conatitnte  Uie  Editor^s  library  ;> 
and  he  ahdl  defiver  to  his  sue^ssor  a  list  of  all  tils' 
bo^DB  in  aaid  library.'' 

L.  M.  Lee  moved  to  strike  ont  the  words,  "  togethar 
with  such  books  as  may  be  sent  to  him  by  pobHiihers  to 
ke  noticed  in  the  periodicala  he  may  edit."  This  resoln- 
tian  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  section  was  adopted. 

**  Section  10.  Your  comititttee  have  considered  the  pro^ 
portion  by  8.  Comfort  and  D.  H<4mea  to  publish  ft 
BMAthly  periodical  for  sermons,  and  are  of  opinion  thiat 
the  proposition  ia  inexpedient**'  '  Thia  was  adopted. 

^  W.  H.  Rafsr,  CAmrsMm.'* 

'■  The  report  was  adopted,  ^c^  ih»fimnk  and  sixik 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern*  R«Mrt«f( 
lelating  tir  the  appointment  of  the  Book  Committee  at    ™^^^ 
New-York,  under  examination  May  31st,  was  taken  tip 
and  conaidered.    The  amendmenta  offered  by  W.  Winana 
and  W.  W.  Ninde  were  withdrawn,  and  tfa^  section  was 
adopted. 

H.  Slieer  mored  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  seven  o'clock  this  evening.  This  motion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  second  and  third  sections  were  then  adopted  ;  and 
the  report  as  adopted  reads  as  follows :— ^ 

'*'l.  Year  committee  recommend  the  ibllowing  altera- 
tion in  the  Discipline,  page  187:  the  fifth  paragraph  to 
be  80  ahdred  as  to  read  thds :  '  The  Book  Committee  at 
Newi-Yorit  ahall  consist  of  six  travelling  ministers,  and 
the  Editors.  The  annual  election  of  two  by  the  New- 
Teik^  two  by  (he  Philadelphia,  and  two  by  the  New-' 
Jersey  Conference,  shall  constitute  the  six  members  of 
the  committee.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Com- 
ntoee  to'exsouBfr  into  the  condition  of  ^e  Book  <)on-' 
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eorn,  to  inpeol  the  mcomits  of  ^  AgwHs,  and  make  • 
report  thereof  yearly  to  the  three  Conferencea  named 
above,  and  to  the  Genoral  Conference.  They  ahall  also 
attend  to  auch  nkatters  aa  may  be  referred  to  tnem  by  A» 
£ditora  or  Agenta  for  their  action  or  coimael.  And  they^ 
ahall  have  power  to  auapend  aa  Editor  or  Agent  from  his 
official  relation  aa  auch,  if  they  judge  it  neoeaaary  for  tho 
intereata  of  the  church  and  the  Concern.  And  a  time 
ahall  be  fixed,  at  aa  early  a  day  aa  practicable,  for  the  in- 
yeetigation  of  the  official  conduct  of  the  aaid  Editor  or 
Agent,  at  which  two  or  more  of  the  Biahopa  ahall  be  re- 
queated  to  attend  ;  and,  by  the  concurrence  of  the  Biahopa 
preaent,  and  a  majority  of  the  committee,  he  may  be  re- 
moved from  office  in  the  interval  of  the  General  Confer- 
once.  And  in  caae  a  vacancy  occura  in  any  of  the  agen* 
oiea  or  editorial  departments  authorized  by  the  Genendr 
Conference,  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee, 
and  two  or  more  of  the  general  Soperintendenta,  aa  aboa 
ae  practicable,  to  provide  for  auch  vacancy  until  the  next 
General  Conference.' 

''  2.  Par^aph  15,  page  189,  to  be  ao  altered  aa  to  read 
aa  follows :  '  The  Book  Committee  of  this  department  of 
the  Book  Concern  ahril  conaiat  of  aix  membera  in  addi- 
tion to  the  Editora,  to  be  choaen  aanually,  two  by  the  Ohio, 
two  by  the  Kentucky,  and  two  by  the  Indiana  ConfM* 
ence,  whose  powera  and  dutiea  in  reference  to  this  ee» 
tabliahment  shall  be  the  same  aa  those  of  the  Book  Coon- 
mittee  at  New- York  in  relation  to  the  Concern  there.' 

«*  3.  Paragraph  35,  pase  193,  to  be  ao  altered  aa  to  read 
thus :  '  The  salariea  for  the  support  of  Editors  and  Agenta 
in  all  our  book  and  periodical  eatabliahmeDta  ahall  be 
fixed  by  the  General  ConfMrence,  or  by  committeee  «p*- 
pointed  fay  that  body.'" 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  aesaion  fifteen  mia- 
mea»  which  waa  lo^t.  J.  H|uniltoa  moved  to  extend  tfw- 
aeaaion  &^^  minutes,  which  prevailed. 

Conference  adjourned  vrith  prayer  by  brother  Rogeta. 


JvmS. 


Bnly  to  Wet. 

MSth.  Gonf.  of 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  5. 

Conference  met  at  the  regular  hour,  Biahop  Soule  ia 
the  chair,  .uid  waa  opened  with  religioua  exerciaea  by 
brother  Townsend. 

The  journal  of  yeaterday  waa  read  and  approved. 

The  Committee  of  Correapondence  preaented  a  report^ 
No.  2,  beins  a  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Wealeyaa  Me- 
thodist Conference  of  Great  Britain,  which  waa  read,  aad 
adopted.    (See  Appendix,  Doc.  C.) 

The  Committee  on  Missions  preaeated  a  report,  No.  3, 
which  waa  read.    On  motion  of  N.  Baaga,  die  report  waa 
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taben  Qp,  •nd^iMl  on  in  Mctioi*.    Tlte  fiftoetnh  nie       Jvws. 
was  awpended,  lo  admit  of  immediate  action  on  thk  repoit.  -^ 

The  fimrth  a|1icle  of  Ae  amended  Conatitmion  of  the  Action  ^  ^ 
Missionary  Society,  as  proposed  by  the  Board  of  Ma^  ^l^ittoa  on 
nagersi  was  amended  by  stxiking  ^ont  the  worda,  "the 
^  next  session  of  the  New- York  Conference,  which,  with  the 
cpncnrrenee  of  the  presiding  Bishop^  shall  fill  the  vseancy 
until  the  ensoing  General  Conference,'*  and  inserting  the 
words,  "  the  Bishops,  or  a  majority  of  tiiem,  shall  fiU  the 
▼aoaney."  . 

J.  B,  Finley  offered  a  snbatitixte,  proposing  to  impose 
the  duties  of  this  office  [Missionary  Seecetary]  on.  the 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal ;  which  was 
laid  on  the  table.  J.  A.  CoUina  moved  to  strike  out  th6 
WQkrdsy  '*  with  the  i^ipvobation  of  the  managers,  he  naay 
employ  such  assistance,  from  time  to  itme,  ^»  m^  be 
judged  neeeaaary  for  the  interests  of  the  cauae,  the  com- 
pensation for  which  sfai^l  be  fixed  by  the  Board."  The 
previous  question  on  this  amendflsutt  iiras  moved  andaua* 
tained,  and  die  motion  to  strike  out  piwailed.  The.arti- 
cle,  as  eurtailedy  was  adopted; 

'  ^Th.%  fifth  article  was  read,  and  an  amendment  proposed 
by  Wm.  Winans  was  laid  on  the  table.  The  arttele  wae. 
adopted.  The  thiir$te%ik  astide  was,  on  motion,  veeoHH 
ibilked  to  the  committee. 

The  swtemtk  article  waa  adopted.  The  resolutions  o» 
the  report  of  tfae>  committee  were  taken  up,  and  the  reeom** 
raendntioa  No.  9  waa  adopted.  - 

On  morion  of  G.  F.  Pierce,  that  pait  of  the  leporH  Mtntod 
which  refers  to  .^e-fOTmation  of  a  plan  lor  araiaing  supt    ^j^iSnr 
'l^s  was  referred  to  a  special  comnuttee  of  five.  winiiiM. 

W.  Gapers  returned  certain  reeolntioBs  to  the  Gonfw 
ence,  on  which  a  special  comnuttee  was  appointed,  stating 
ifaat  the  committee  couhi  set  agree  on  a  report  which  they  < 

judged  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Conference.     ($e«  4 

journal  of  June  3,  page  86.) 

J«  Eariy  moved  that  when  this  Conierenee  adfouin,  it 
adjourn  to  meet  at  half^-past  eight  o'clock :  carried. 

A    eommunioation    from    Robert    £moty,   requesting  BamftUfoor 
liberty  to  examine  the  Journals  of  thin  Conference,  with  a    ^'^**^' 
view  to  preparing  a  Life  of  Bishop  Asbury^  was  read^aad 
on  JDotion  leave  was  granted. 

A  similar  request  was  made  by  A.  Griffith,  in  behalf  of  \>- J'^f^ 
S.  A.  Roffisel,  who  desires  to  write  ^e  Life  of  his  father,    -  *  - 
S«  G.  RoszeL     Leave  was  granted. 

P.  Cartwright  offered  a  resolntimi.  J.  Early  moved  ta 
lay  the  reaolution  on  the  table:  thb  waa  lost  8evet«L 
amendments  were  offered,  and  accepted  by  the  mover; 
after  which,  on  motion  of  J.  A*  Collins,  &e  teamlutionwav 
laideothelAle. 


j<M0.  The  dioir  tmcmnced  the  select  eoininittee^  of  five  ett 

the  report  of  the  ComiBittee  on  Miamone,  as  follows  ^^ 
A.  L.  P.  Green,  J.  A.  Gere,  T.  Spiceiv  0.  Elliott,  D.  S. 
King. 
Conferawe  sdjouraed,  widi  prayer  hy  O.  Filmore. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  6. 

Conferenee  met,  pnrsuant  to  adjonr^ment,  at  half-|msi 
three  o'clock,  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  wan 
opened  -with  rea^Ung  the  word  of  God,  singing,  and  pmyer , 
by  brother  Morse. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  presented  a  roTised  wa^ 
^Ji^!f^^  '*'  of  the  articles  reconmiitted  to  them  this  morning.    The 
amended  ikirtewlk  article  was  adopted.    The  amended 
JwutoefUh  article  was  adopted. 

The  report  and  revised  Gonstitation  read  aa  fdlows  :— 
iMtofCooBi-  ^^The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  fnrther  to 
gy  ^M^  report,  that  in  censeqoenee  of  other  interests  of  an  ab* 
sorUng  character,  which  hare  engaged  so  mnch  of  the 
time  akid  attention  of  the  committee,  they  have  not  been 
able  to  bestow  that  labour  upon  the  various  subjects  con- 
neoled  with  the  missionary  cauae  which  its  importance 
demands*  Indeed,  the  committee  think  that  there  is  no 
department  of  our  great  work,  in  which  the  people  gene- 
rally  feel  a  deeper  interest,  and  which  wakes  up  a  more 
lively  sympathy,  than  the  great  nussionarr  enterprise; 
and  though  there  has  been  a  diminution  in  the  amount  of 
ftmds,  and  a  consequent  restriction  in  the  field  of  mission- 
ary labour,  during  the  past  four  years,  owing  to  7811000 
causes  not  now  neciessuy  to  mention,  we  are  glad  to  pep- 
eeire  that  the  spirit  of  missions  is  reviving,  contribniions 
are  increasing,  the  heavy  debt  assumed  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  to  enable  the  Treasurer  to  pirf  the  drafts  as 
dMy  became  due,  is  liquidated,  and  hence  the  prospect  ie 
now  fair  for  an  enlargement  of  our  nussionaiy  work,  pro^ 
tided  energetic  measures  are  adopted  and  carried  into 
efiect  for  raising  money,  and  for  enlisting  the  energies  fit 
'  Ibe  church,  both  among  ministers  and  people,  in  this  holy 
work.  The  committee  have  bestowed  some  attention 
upon  the  various  fdbuis  which  have  been  presented  for 
raising  money  to  enable  the  society  to  carry  on  mom 
Tigorously  its  missionary  operations,  and  they  are  per- 
soided  that  no  one  plan  can  be  adopted  which  will  be 
suitable  to  all  places.  The  cenv«-week  plan  has  ope- 
mod  favourably  in  some  places,  psrticulany  in  the  large 
cities  and  villages,  but  in  many  places  it  has  foiled  to  ao^ 
compUsh  its  object.  The  committee  therefore  think  that 
to  revtve  and  difiiise  the 
must 


rvtve  and  difiiise  the  nlissionary  spirit,  the  sabject 
be  often  presented  to  the  minds  of  dM  poople  in 


ctoty. 


/  fleteOHS,  addt668e«;  the  fiDnaadon  of  aaxfiU^    :  JNm  6: 
and  bruioh  societies,  the  hoMiiig  of  anniveiBaiies,  and  thus  ^SSl^L^JS 
prosaiBg  the  subject  imoii  the  heaxts,  and' enlisting  ike    ikms. 
leeliagaof  all  concerned  in  the  great  enterprise  of  conqnei«* 
ing  the  woild  to  Ghiist    In  the  mean  time,  let  the  oent*# 
a^weeknian  be  canried  into  eifect  in  all  practicable  caseey 
espeoiaUj  in  sabbath  sehooto. 

f*  The  committee  are  persoaded  that  if  the  hearts  of  the- 
preachers  can  be  universally  engaged  in  this  work^  by 
taking  hold  of  it  in  the  manner  above  snggested,  there^ 
will  be  no  lack  of  men  or  money  to  cany  it  on  to  the 
fiiUest  extent  For  a  detailed  account  of  the  present  states 
and  prospect  of  the  various  missions  under  the  care  of 
the  society,  as  well  aa  the  state  of  the  funds,  the  cou-> 
nuttee  refer  to  the  last  Annual  Report,  in  whioh  all  iks&mi 
things  are  accurately  and  minutely  stated. 

"The  committee  have  had  before  them  a  revised  Con* 
stitution^  recommended  by  the  Board  of  Managers,  and 
they  have  conduded  to  submit  it  to  the  General  Confer^ 
ence  for  adoption.    It  reads  as  fellows : 

♦*  Ctmstitution  of  the  Mssionary  Society y  as  proposed  to  he  ^Soii*S?"£ 
amended  hy  ike  General  Conference  (^IS^, 

*< AnTiCLB  1.  This  assoGiation,.denominated  'Trb  Bfis^ 
8IONART  Society  OF  the  Methodist  EpiscopaItChuroh,' 
is  established  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling  the 
sevend  Annual  Ooitferenees  more  effectually  to  extend 
their  missionary  labomrs  throughent-  the  United  Statesy 
and  elsewhere ;  and  also  to  assist  in  the  support  and  pvo^ 
motion  of  missionary  schools  and  missionB  in  our  own 
and  iu  foreign  countries. 

"  Art.  2.  The  payment  of  two  dollars  annually  «hali' 
eonstitut^  a  member ;  the  pajrment  of  twenty  dollars  at 
one  time  a  member  for  hfe;  Any  person  paying  one  hun- 
dred and,  fifty  d^ars  at  one  time  inta  \ke  treasury  shall) 
be  a  manager  for  life ;  and^  the  contribution*  of  five  hun* 
dred  dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  a  patron  imr  lifo: 

^  Abt.  3.  The  officers  of  this  society  shall  consist  of  a 
Presid^t,  Vice-Presidents,  a  Correeponding  Secretary, 
Recording  Secretary,  Treasurer,  and  Assistant  Treasurer; 
who*  together  with  thixtyHwo  managers,  shall  form  a 
Board  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Ther  shall  all  be' 
membefs  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  be  an- 
nually elected  by  the  society,  except  the  Correspondiiig 
Secreisry*  Each  Annuai  Conference  shall  have  the  pri- 
vilege of  appointing  one  Vice-President  from  ite  own 
body.  % 

.  .^'Aax.  4«  The  Cmaesponding  Secretary  dmll  be  ap 
peisted  by  the  General  Conference.  He  shall  reside  in 
VewrYeifc,  aadeonditct  the  oocre^x»denee  of  the  soeiety^ 
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Jm»«.  mder  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall  he  aubfeet  to 
^SBmo^iSh  ^^  direction  and  contnd  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  by 
rioM.  ^  whom  his  salary  shall  be  fixed  and  paid^  He  shall  be 
ezckwiTely  employed  in  oondncting  the  oorresiMmdenee 
of  the  society,-  and,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Board,  in 
promoting  its  general  interests,  by  travelling  or  otherwise^ 
Should  his  office  become  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  or 
otherwise,  the  Board  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the 
duties  of  the  office,  until  the  Bishops,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  shall  fill  the  vacancy. 

**  AiiT.  5.  The  Board  shall  have  authority  to  make  by* 
laws  for  regulating  its  own  proceedings,  to  appropriate 
money  to  defray  incidental  expenses,  to  provide  for  the 
snp|K>rt  of  superannuated  missionaries,  widows  and  or* 
phans  of  missionaries,  who  may  not  be  provided  for  by  the 
Annual  Conferences — ^it  being  understood  thai  they  shaB 
not  receive  more  than  is  alk>wed  by  the  Discipline  to 
(Mher  superannuated  ministers,  their  widows  and  orphans 
— 4nd  to  print  bo<^  at  our  own  press,  for  the  benefit  of 
Indian  and  foreign  missions,  fill  vacancies  that  may  occur 
.  during  the  year,  and  shall  present  a  statement  of  its  trans- 
actions and  funds  to  the  society  at  its  annual  meeting,  and 
also  shall  lay  before  the  Greneral  Conference  a  report  of 
its  transactions  for  the  four  preceding  years,  and  the  state 
*  of  its  funds. 
itovjMdConsti-  <«Art.  6.  Ordained  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
^^^^  ^f^  pal  Church,  whether  travelling  or  local,  being  members  of 
this  society,  shall  be  ex-oflcio  members*  of  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

*^  Art.  7.  The  animal  meeting  for  the  election  of  officers 
and  managers  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Monday  in  April, 
in  the  city  of  New- York. 

'*Art.  8.  At  all  meetings  of  the  society,  and  of  the 
Board,  the  President,  dr,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  absence  of  all 
the  Vice-Presidents,  a  member  appointed  by  the  meeting 
for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

'*  Art.  9.  Twenty-five  members,  at  all  meetings  of  the 
society,  and  thirteen  at  all  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  shall  be  a  qaomm. 

"  Art.  10.  The  minutes  of  each  meeting  shall  be  signed 
by  the  chairman. 

''  Art.  11.  It  is  recommended,  that  within  the  bounds  of 
each  Annual  Conlerehce  there  be  established  a  Confer- 
ence Missionary  8ocie^,  auxiliary  to  this  institution, 
with  branches,  under  such  regulations  as  the  Conferences 
shall  respectively  prescribe.  Each  Conference,  or  otiier 
amtiliary  sooiety,  shall  annoally  transmit  to  the  Corres- 
ponding Secrstery  of  ^s  society,  at  New-Yeric,  a  dopy 
of  its  Annual  Repoit«  embracing  the  operations  of  its 
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Immtcbes^'  atid  slmU  tho  notify  the  Treasarar  of  the       ^«^^ 
tmeunt  eolleeled  in  aid  of  the  misnonarj  cause ;  which  ^SSS^mm^ 
amoont  shall  be  snbjc^ot  to  the  order  of  the  Treasvrer    ><<»»- 
of  the  parent  society,  as  provided  for  in  the  thirteenth 
article. 

"Art«  13.  Any  auxiliary  or  branch  society  may  design 
Hate  the  mission  or  missions,  nnder  the  care  of  this  so- 
ciety, to  which  they  desire  any  part  or  the  whole  of  theii" 
iigids  to  be  appropriated ;  which  special  designation  shall 
he  pnbHcly  acknowledged  by  the  Board.  Bat  in  the  event 
dial  more  fmids  are  raised  for  any  individual  mission  than 
are  necessary  for  its  support,  the  surplus  shall  go  into  the 
treasniy  of  the  parent  society,  to  be  appropriated  as  tho 
Constitution  £rects. 

"A&T.  13.  The  Annual  Conference^  shall  be  divided 
into  as  many  mission  districts  as  there  are  effective  Sv* 
perintendents ;  and  there  shall  he  a  committee,  consisting 
of  one  from  each  mission  district,  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Bishops,  and  to  be  called  the  General  Missunkary  Con^ 
mkUe,  It  shaU  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  meet 
annuaUy  in  the  city  of  New-York,  at  the  time  of  tho 
holding  of  the  anniversary  of  the  Missibnary  Society,  to 
act  jointly  with  the  Board  of  Managers,  the  Correspond*^ 
ing  Secretary,  and  the  Treasurer,  in  fixing  the  amount  'tuSl^Sf^ 
which  may  be  drawn  for  during  the  ensuing  year,  anA  the  m&^^imrj  so- 
division  of  traid  amount  between  foreign  and  domestic  *^^' 
missions.  Said  committee  shall,  in  conjunction  with  ih^ 
Board  of  Managers,  and  the  ^shop  who  shall  preside  in 
the  New- York  Conference,  determine  what  fields  shall  be 
occupied  or  continued  as  foreign  missions,  and  the  num- 
ber of  persons  to  be  employed  on  said  missions ;  and  shall, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Board,  estimate  the  sums  neees** 
sary  for  the  support  of  each  mission,  subject  to  the  ap^ 
pvoval  of  the  presiding  Bishop.  Said  committee  shall 
determine  the  amount  for  which  each  Bishop  shall  draw 
for  the  domestic  mission^  of  those  Conierenees  over 
which  he  shall  preside,  and  he  shall  not  draw  on  thcr 
Treasurer  for  more  than  said  amount.  . 

**  Should  any  of  the  members  of  said  committee,  in  the 
interval  of  the  General  Conforence,  go  out  of  ofiice  by 
death«  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Bishop  presiding  ior 
the  Conferences  where  the  racaney  shall  occur,  shall  ap^ 
point  another  to  fill  his  place. 

*<Said  committee  to  be  amenable  to  the  General  Con«^ 
ference^  to  which  it  riiall  make  full  reports  of  its  doings. 

'*Any  expense  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  dutietf 
shall  be  met  by  the  Treasurer  of  the  society. 

<*Abt.  14.  The  sums  allowed  for  the  suppOttof  a  mis- 
sionary shall  not  eieeed  the  usual  allowance  of  other 
itintent  preadiers.    The  Bishops,  or  Piresideat  of  ihe- 
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j«Br$.'  Gdnfdrence,  (if  Ae  missimi  be  donesfifv)  and  the  Sspw 
^Sffi^iHtftT  u^^i^^^Q^  wberft  there  ia  one,  and  if  aet,  tlia  auuBeicoary, 
40111.  (if  iv  be  foreign^  shall  draw  on  the  Traasnrer  for  the 

attne,  in  quarterly  or  half-yearly  inetalmenta,  and,  they 
ahal^  always  promptly  notify  the  Treasurer  of  all  draiis 
made  by  thenii  and  shall  require  regular  quarteriy  com- 
mnnioations  to  be  made  by  each  of  the  missionaries  to  die 
Cofreaponding  Secretary  of  the  society  at  New»Yoric^ 
gifing  information  of  the  state  and  prospects  ai  the  several 
missions  in  which  they  are  employed.  No  one  shall  \m 
acknowledged  a  misaionary,  or  receive  suppoct  out  of  the 
funds  (tf  this  society,  who  has  not  some  definite  fieU 
asftigned  to  him,  or  who  could  not  be  an  effective  labourer 
on  a  circuit,  except  as  provided  for  in  Article  5^  Tha 
Assistant  Treasurer  shall  be;  subject  to  the  direction  of 
the  Treasurer,  and  of  the  Board  i»f  Mmagers. 

"Art.  15.  In  all  other  cases  of  the  i^pointment  of.« 
missionary,  the  name  of  such  missionary,  and  the  district 
in  wMch  he  is  to  labour,  together  with  the  pvobable  ex« 
penses  of  the  mission,  shidl  be  communicated  by  the 
Bislu^,  or  the  Mission  Committee  of  each  Annuid  Con« 
fmrence,  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  society,  that  a  proper 
record  of  the  same  may  be  preserved. 

*' Art.  16.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  but  by 
....  the  General  Conference,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Roard  of  Managers,  <«  by  the  Board,  on  the  recomrnenda** 
tion  of  the  General  Conference." 

*'  The  committee  have  also  taken  into  consideration  the 
necessity  of  providing  more  effectually  for  canyin^  on 
our  miaaionary  work  among  our  various  aboriginartnfaes, 
sad  more  particularly  those  comprehended  within  the 
bounds  of  Uie  newly*formed  Indian  Mission  Conference. 
To  accomplish  this,  they  recommend  the  inseition  of  the 
following  article  in  part  2,  sec.  6,  par.  9,  in  the  place  of 
the  one  now  in  the  Discipline : — 

"  Tot  the  purpose  of  more  effectually  administering  the 
financial  concerns  of  the  Indian  Mission  Conference,  as 
also  promoting  its  spiritual  welfare,  there  shall  be  a  supers 
wtendent  appointed  by  the  Bishop,  who  shall  be  a  member 
of  said  Conference,  and  reside  within  its  bounds,  to  be 
continued  in  office  for  any  time  not  exceeding  four  years. 
It  shall  be  his  duty  to  overiook  all  the  aooounts  of  the 
missionaries  and  the  superintendents  of  schools,  lo  attend 
to  all  die  interests  of  our  misuons  and  achook  within  the 
bounds>  of  said  Conference,  as  those  interests  may  be  eon^ 
nected  with  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
with  the  Indian  School  Fund. 

*'  He  may  visit  Washington  city  once  a  year^  or  oftener, 
if  it  be  deemed  necessary ;  and  also«  as  fiu-  be  his  time 
and  einamiBtancta .  may  permitK^and  it  may. be  judged 
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_ '  for  the  intvreflis  of  Ae  mia^ioii,  mit  tlie  interior      3«m  i. 
of  the  iBdttn  ^coantfy  with  a  view  to  the  extension  of  ibe 
:iroirk  within  hie  boandft.     Hie  ealarf  shall  not  exceed  the 
ordinary  allowance  of  other  itinerant  preachers ;  and  his 
table  and  other  expettses  shall  be  estimated  by  the  Mission  ' 

Committee  of  tiM  Conference,  for  which  amount  he'sh^ 
Iwre  anthority^to  draw  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Missionaiy 
Society  in  quarterly  instalments.^ 

On  motion  of  N.  Bsngs,  the  Conresponding  Secretaiy  MatUaf^rfiiw. 
of  our  Misifionary  Society  was  requested  to  cdl «  meeting  Sv^^iimT 
of  the  Board  of  Managers, and  submit  to  them  tike  altera-  2J"c«SSt!l- 
tions  in  the  Constitution  recommended  by  this  Conference,    tfon. 

A.  B.  Longskreet,  in  behalf  of  the  delegations  from  the 
Southern  and  South-western  Conferences,  presented  the 
following  declaration,  which  was  read : — 

•*The  delegates  of  the  Conferences  in  the  staveholding  P{ff<gj**^^^ 
states  take  leare  to  deoUtm  to  the  Greneral  Conference  of    frooi  1i7C«d- 
ihe  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  that  the  continued  agita-    ^SUSSmm^ 
tion  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition  in  a  portion  of    "tatM. 
&e  church ;  uie  frequent  action  on  ^at  subject  in  the 
General  Conference;   and  especially  the  extra^judichl 
proceedings  agaipst  Bishqp  Androw,  whioh  resulted,  on 
Saturday  last,  in  the  virtual  suspension  of  him  from  his 
office  as  Superintendent,  must  produce  a  state  of  things  in 
the  South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  ^ 

of  this  General  Conference  over  these  Conferences  incon- 
«istent  with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  skvehnM- 
ing  stales. 

^Virginia  Cmferenc^^I.  Early,  W.  A.  Smith,  T. 
. Growder,  L.  M.  Lee.  Kewtnckf^B.,  B.  Bascom, W.  Ghnm, 
H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W. 
Brush.  Muwwri-^Yf.  ,W.  Redman,  W.  Patton,  J.  C. 
Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson.  'HoUum^^E.  F.  Sevier,  S. 
Patton,  T.  Stringfield.  Gwrgia^Gr,  F.  Pierce,  W.  J. 
Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  L.  Evans,  A.  B.  Low- 
etroet.  N&rth  CaroUnth^.  Jameson,  P.  Doob,  B.  T. 
Blake.  lUinai^^J.  Stamper.  AfetnpAt^— *G.  W.  D. 
Karris,  Wm.  M*Mahan,  T.  Joyner,  S.  S»  Mobdy .  Arktm- 
«M— J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Ratelifie,  A.  Hunter.  Jtfujis- 
mpi— W.  Winans,  B.  M..  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogeik. 
TeMU^L,  Fowler.  Alabt^ma^J.  Boring,  J.  Hamihon, 
W.  Murtah,  G.  Garrett.  T&nnessee^B.,  Paine,  J.  B. 
M'Ferrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden.  S&uth  Caroki^h^ 
W.  Capers,  W.  M.  Wightmaa,  C.  Botts,  S.  Dnnwody,  R. 
A.  C.  Walker." 

A  motion  was  made  by  C.  Elliott  to  refer  this  declara-  b^jbtM  i»  • 
tion  to  a  committee  of  nine.    This  gave  rise  to  some  dis-    ST"'^***  ^ 
cnsdon ;  and  the  previous  questron  was  moved,  and  Ibe 
cdl  sustained.   The  eelectcommitteo  of  nine  was  ordered, 
and  the  paper  referred  to  them. 


110  Jimrnal  iff  GituralCot^ifp^  IM4. 

juMd.  L.  M.  I^e  inaT«dk>c«Huptheroportof  theOmDmitltta 

*3S^,^S,2Si  <"*  *^^  MemorifJ  of  Dr.  Waller.   It  was  called  up,  and.ao 
•dopcedinpMt.  much  of  the  report  as  related  to  L.  M.  Lee  was  adopted, 
io  tbeee  words  :— 

'*  Your  committee  have  ezamiaed  the  mattersoomplained 
of  by  the  memorialist,  respecting  the  Editor  of  the  Rich- 
rnmid.  Christian  Advocate,  and  have  only  to  say,  that  they 
have  not  ascertained  any  facts  in  his  course  which,  in 
their  judgme&t,  require  any  interference  of  this  General 
Conference.  John  Davis,  Chairman. 

''NewYcrk,  May  20,  1844." 

ApttMof tiM       On  motion,  so  much  of  the  above  memorial  as  relates 
JJfJSllJi.'*^"  to  L.  M.  Lee  was  ordered  to  be  given  to  him  by  the  Sec* 

retary. 
XqgrtMiiSpii-       On  motion  of  R.  Paine,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
jSSS.  ^^  spread,  upon  the  journal  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  No.  3,  presented  May  22.    (It  will  be  found 
.on  page  63.) 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  sixteenth  rule  was  suspended, 
to  allow  the  Discipline  to  be  conformed  to  the  action  of 
the  Conference  yesterday,  in  reference  to  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society.  On  motion, 
.  paragraph  7  and  8,  of  part  2,  sec.  6,  pp.  181, 182,  of  Dis- 
cipline, were  ordered  to  be  stricken  out 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Episcopacy,  No.  6,  was  taken  up.  The  first  resolu- 
tion being  under  consideration,  an  amendment  was  pro- 
posed by  J.  T.  Mitchell,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  first  resolution  was  adopted.  The  report,  on  motioa, 
was  adopted.     It  reads  as  follows  : — 

'*  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  submit 
the  following  report  in  part : 

**  The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  cttlled  to  the 
nreseni  rule  of  Discipline  in  relation  to  the  estimates  to 
.  be  made  for  the  house-rent,  fuel,  and  table  expenses  of 
the  Bishops,  and  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  an  amend- 
ment of  the  nUe  is  called  for.  After  a  fuU  codsideraiion 
of  various  suggestions  on  this  subject,  the  committee  aie 
C|f  opinion  that  no  better  provision  can  be  made  than  to 
require  the  Committee  of  the  Annual  Conference  which 
may  be  appointed  to  make  the  estimates  for  the  family 
expenses  ot  the  Bishops,  to  report  such  estimates  to  the 
Conference,  subject  to  their  amendment  or  approval ;  and 
they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 
.^  *' Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  Discipline*  in  the  last 
imragraph  of  sec«  d,  part  2»  relating  to  the  family  expenses 
of  a  Bisb^^  be  so  amended  as  to  insert  after  the  wiwds 
*.«aid  Bishop,  or  Bishops,'  these  words,  'sul^ect  to  the 
action  of  the  Conference."* 


OlMliilliie. 


'G,  Ba&er  offered  the  fonowing  .reeolotion,  which  was       in»a. 
lost:— 

^  Resolred,  That  the  Secretaries  be  requested  to  make 
out  a  list  ef  the  nofiaished  bvshiess  now  on  their  table  ;        * 
and  that  it  be  printed,  and  each  member  furnished  with  a 
comr." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  was 
taken  up,  on  motion  of  F.  Eeed ;  but  on  another  motion 
It  was  postponed  until  to-morrow  momii^g. 

£.  R.  Ames  asked  leave  of  absence  for  J.  Havens,  after 
to-morrow,  on   account  of  affliction  in  his  family.     On  - 
motion  the  leave  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  L.  M.  Lee,  the  report,  No.  4,  of  the  Cool-  Acttmonvapoii 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  up.  The  first  ^  "**^  ^^•^ 
resolution  was  read,  and  W.  A.  Smith  moved  to  strike  out 
the  first  syllable  of  the  word  "  inexpedient,'*  in  the  reso- 
lution. The  proposed  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  as  reported  by  the  committee  was  adopted, 
and  reads  as  follows : — 

**  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  as 
follows : 

"  First.  They  have  had  under  consideration  the  appliea-  No 
tion  of  the  Virginia  Conference  for  si  book  depository  in    *^ 
the  city  of  Richmond,  and  after  obtaining  all  the  informa- 
tion they  could  command,  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  establish  said  depository.** 

The  second  resolution  of  the  report  was  re^,  and  a 
motion  by  P.  P.  Sandford  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  lost. 
On  motion  of  J.  £.  Evans,  the  whole  report  wds  laid  On 
the  table. 

J.  B.  MTerrin  offered  the  following  resolution  :— 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  communication  of  the  delegates  from 
the  Southern  Conferences'  be  instructed,  provided  they 
cannot  in  their  judgment  devise  a  plan  for  an  amicable 
adjustment  of  the  difficulties  now  existing  in  the  church, 
on  the  subject  of  slavery,  to  devise,  if  possible,  a  con- 
stitutional plan  for  a  mutual  and  friendly  ditision  of  tha 
church. 

"J.  B.MTsRaiN, 

"Tobias  Spioer." 

■  rf  .     }. 

T.  Crowder's  motion  to  strike  out  the  word  '*constitii-  " "      .  . ; . 
tionar  did  not  prevail,  and  the  resolution  Was  adopted.  . 
.  The  chair  announced  the  following  brethren  as  the 
select 

'CovHiTTEE  OF  NmE.— Robert  Paine,  Gle^n  Filmore,  num*  of  ite   ^ 
Peter  Akers,  ^Nathan  Bangs,  Thomas  Crowder,  Thomas    Ooomiitii*. 
B.  Sargent,  William  Winans,  Leonidas  L.  Hamline,  Jaines 
Porter. 


lUI 
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At  six  o'clock,  on  motion,  the  Confofence  ad^omned^ 
The  chair  pronbunced  the  benediction. 


FiiMl  FBport  of 
ttMCommlttae 
onSlairorj. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  6. 

The  Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o^clock,  and  was 
opened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother 
Shepherd.  .  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  ipurnal  of  yesterdaj  afternoon  was  read  and 
.approved. 

6.  Feck,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  pre- 
sented a  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted.  It  rea&  a» 
follows  :-^ 

'*The  Committee  on  Slavery  beg  leave  to  present  their 
final  repoi^t.  After  a  careful  ezi^mmation  of  the  petitions 
and  memorials  committed  to  them  by  the  Conference, 
they  find  petitions  from  nine  Annual  Conferences.  The 
remainder  are  from  the  people,  and  in  aU  contain  ten 
thousand  signatures.  The  leading  topics  presented  in  Uio 
.Tarioos  resalutjoos  are  as  follows  : 

^*  First,  The  petitioners  pray  that  the  resolutions  on 
tl^  testimony  of  persons  of  colour,  passed  at  the  last  Gen- 
.eral  Conference,  may  be  rescinded. 

**  Second.  That  this  body  would  not  elect  a  slaveholdmg 
Bishop. 

*'  Third,  That  the  General  Conference  wool^  lake 
measures  entirely  to  separate  slavery  firora  the  church. 

*'  Upon  these  points  your  committee  deem  it  inexpedient 
,  for  the  General  Conference  to  take  any  action  further  thsn 
that  which  is  recommended  ii\  their  first  report. 

«« Your  fyimmittee  have  also  received  a  statement  of  the 
,  V<^te6  from  several  of  the  Annual  Conferences  upon  the 
iterations  proposed  to  be  made  in  the  General  Rules  upon 
the  subject  of  slavery.  No  evidence,  however,  has  as 
.yet  reached  the  committee  that  a  constitutional  number  of 
.votes  in  the  Annual  Conferences  has  been  obtained  to 
nak^  any  alterations  in  the  General  Rules  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.    Respectfully  submitted, 

**  Gsonox  Pxcx,  Chairmim. 

''June  6,  1844.'' 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools,  post- 
poned yesterday  until  this  m(«nin|[,  was  taWen  up.  The 
JinU  resolution  was  amended,  by  striking  out  the  words, 
«f  approved  by  the  Book  Committee  upon  nis  reconnnend- 
ation."  The  resolution  as  amended  was  adapted.  W. 
A.  Smitl^  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution,  by  adding, 
after  the  woids  "our  church,**  "who  may  be  af^intad 
by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference.**  On  motion  of  J. 
Porter,  the  amendment  and  resolution  were  laid  on  tlie 
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laUe.    The  tkird^  fourth^  and  fifth  resolutions  were  adoot-       '«n«^ 
ed.     The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  then  adopted.     The 
resolutions  as  adopted  read  as  follows : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be,  at  New- York,  m  ^^^'^'^^'^ 
Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books  and  Tracts,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  in  connection  with  the  Book  Agents,  to  super- 
intend all  such  publications  issued  at  our  Book  Room,  ahd 
to  have  charge  of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate,  or  other 
Sunday-school  periodicals,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
Regulations  and  restrictions  which  govern  the  other  Editors 
in  New- York.  Section  8,  of  part  2  of  the  Discipline,  to  be 
so  amended  as  to  conform  to  the  above  resolution. 

**  3.  Resolved,  That  the  second  answer  as  it  now  stands  coDtribnttonito 
in  the  above  sectioa  be  so  amended  as  to  add  to  it  the  SSffj^***^ 
words  following:  'And  it  is  recommended  that,  in  all 
cases  where  it  can  be  done,  our  Sunday  schools  contri- 
bute to  the  amount  of  at  least  one  cent  per  quarter  for  each 
teacher  and  scholar.  One  half  of  the  amount  collected 
in  each  school  shall  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of 
tracts,  to  be  distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  preache|» 
and  supejintendents ;  and  the  other  half  shall  be  forwarded 
to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church,  for  the  purposes  specified  in 
the  Constitution  of  said  Union.' 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Sunday-  '  constttiition  at 
School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be,  and    JJ*"* •»•»•- 
the  same  is  hereby  amended,  in  the  form  and  manner 
prayed  for  by  the  Union  in  their  memorial  to  the  Confer- 
ence. 

'*  5.  Resolved,  That  answer  6  to  question  2,  section  Dat^oirpniM- 
5,  chapter  1,  part  1,  page  31  of  the  Discipline,  be  eo    ^BdMt. 
amended  as  to  add  the  words  following :  '  and  to  report 
to  the  Annual  Conference  the  names  of  all  travelling 
preachers  within  his  district  who  shall  neglect  to  observe  * 

these  rules.'  / 

**  Respectfully  submitted,        F.  Rsso,  Chaimum. 

"  Neio-York,  May  22, 1844." 


Andre Wi  CM* 


J.  Early  asked  that  H.  B.  Bascom  have  leave  to  read  Bueom  iMdi 

to  the  Coi^rence  the  Protest  that  L.  Pierce  on  Saturday  £e  mSno^^    >| 

gave  notice  would  be  presented  by  the  southern  delegates.  {jS^^JJ?' 

When  the  reading  by  Dr.  cascom  was  finished,  the  chair  ^    n«M» 
decided  that  the  Protest  be  entered  upon  the  journal. 

M.  Simpson  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: — r 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  appoint  brothers  Oliq,  ^otetod 

Durbin,  and  Hamline,  a  committee  to  prepare  a  statement  pS^^a^Mt-         ( 

of  the  facts  connected  with  the  proceedings  in  the  cas^  ***^  ^  ^^^ 
of  Bishop  Andrew;  and  that  they  have  liberty  to  examine 
the  Protest  just  presented  by  the  southern  brethren." 

XI 
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^w^t.  ;^  motion  was  made,  that  when  we  adjonra,  we  adfoponi 

10  meet  again  at  half'^ast  three  o^clock :  carried. 

R.  Paine  asked  leave  for  the  committee  appointed 
yesterdays  to  retire  and  hold  their  session :   leave  wa« 
granted. 
Bai^of  Con-      J.  B.  MTenin  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
BKHMTftctod   mHtee  on  Itinerancy,  No.  1 .     O.  Baker  moved  to  lay  the 
^n-  motion  on  the  table:  lost.    The  report  was  taken  up. 

The  first  section  was  read,  and  A.  Wiley  moved  to  amend 
by.  striking  out  "  six,"  and  inserting  "  eight."  The  motion 
to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table,  aiwl  the  section  was  adopt- 
ed. Second  section  was  read.  A  motion  was  made  to^ 
I*'  lay  it  on  the  table,  which  was  lost.     N.  Rounds  moved 

to  amenll  by  striking  out  "twelve,'' and  inserting  \'GSieenJ* 
W.  W.  Ntnde  moved  the  previous  (Question,  which  being 
sustained,  the  amendment  and  section  were  adopted. 
Tldrd  section  read^  I.  T.  Cooper  moved  to  amend  by 
adding,  after  the  words,  "the  same  city,"  "including  Pre- 
siding Elders."  J.  3.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the  amendment 
on  the  table:  carried.  A.  Wood  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  being  sustained,  the  question  was  adopted. 
The  resolutions  accompanying  the  report  were  taken  up. 
The^r^f  and  second  resolutions  were  adopted.  The  lAmf 
resolution,  on  motion  of  A.  Wood,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  fourth  resolution  was  read.  W.  Murrah  moved  to 
amend  by  adding,  after  the  word  '*  work,"  "and  fhe  fre- 
quent  transfer  of  preachers  from  Conference  to  Confer- 
ence." On  motion  the  session  was  extended  to  finish  the 
resolution  under  consideration.  A  motion  was  made  to 
^  adjourn,  which  was  lost.     On  motion,  the  amendment  of 

W.  Murrah  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  resolution 
adopted.  The  report  was  then  adopted,  and  reads  as  fol- 
lows : — 
■j^^J^PJJ^  "  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  submit,  in 
tM  on  ittne-  part,  the  following  report.  They  have  had  under  particu- 
lar consideration  that  portion  of  the  Address  of  our  vene- 
rated Bishops  which  was  referred  to  them;  and  they  have 
bestowed  upon  the  several  facts  relating  to  our  itinerant 
(operations  that  attention  which  their  limited  time  would 
allow. 

'*  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  feature  in  the 
whole  system  of  our  beloved  Methodism  is  of  more  vital 
importance  than  an  itinerant  plan ;  and  they  deprecate  the 
lightest  innovation  upon  that  system  which  under  God 
has  ahready  accomplished  so  much  good  in  the  earth,  and 
which  has  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  received  the  sanc- 
'  tiott  of  the  great  Head  of  the  church.  After  a  survey  of 
the  whole  ground,  your  committee  entertain  fears  that,  ia 
some  instances,  there  are  strong  indications  of  a  departure 
from  the  spirit  and  practice  of  our  fathers ;  and  they  concur 


with  the  BMiope  m  the  opinhm  tbst  meftsmrat  sfaoaM  be   ,    '■^^ 
^{iCed  to  unrest  the  mpreasing  tendency  to  locatioa  ia  .^?SSv^ivS 
our  travelling  minbters.    In  order  to  this,  they  sobmit^-^   tM  «i.iii«[»« 
..    "  JV,rt  That  the  office  of  PiesidiDg  Elder  must  be  prih   T^'        ' 
eerred  according  to  its  original  design^  and<  in  all  ite 
primitiye  efficiency.    To  effect  this,  it  is  important  that 
the  Bishops  be  careful  to  appokit  to  this  office  effectire 
apd  laborious  men — men  who  will  supply  the  pulpit  with  ^ 
acceptability  and  usefulness,  and  who^  moreovery  will  take 
the  lead  at  the  altar  and  in  the  prayer  meetings ;.  and,  as 
lime  may.  admit,  in  pastcnral  visitation  also,  devoting  ihem- 
salvee  to  the  edification  of  the  church,  and  the  converaiMi 
of  sinners.    A  Presiding  Elder  should  not  be  a  sapemii- 
merary,  or  a  mere  business  man,  who,  however  well  he 
way  fill  the^  chair  in  the  Qnarterly  Conference, 'or  deliver 
in  his  flying  visits  an  occasional  sermon  or  lecture^  oaf^ 
not  take  the  lead  in  the  more  important  religious  exerctsee 
appropriated  to  a  Quarterly  Meeting  occasion.    He  should 
•be  able  and  willing,  ordinarily,  to  spend  several  daysy  say 
Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday,  in  his  quarterly  yisil^* 
tions,  at  eachappointment,  assisting  and  taking  a  protti^ 
j^nt  part  in  those  protracted  efforts  for  the  salvation  of  souls 
80  common  in  every  section  of  the  country,  and  so  abujSh 
dently  blessed  by  the  great  Head  of  the  church.     If  this 
course  were  pursued,  it  would  supersede,  in  a  great  d^ 
gree,  the  neceasity  of  calling  preachers  from  their  appoint- 
ed fields  of  labour,  to  aid  brethren,  ^ear  or  remote,  in 
holding  Protracted  Meetings*     Each  Quarterly  Meeting 
would  be  a  Protracted  Meeting;  and  the  Presiding  £ld^ 
.eouid  usually  afford  all  the  ministerial  help  necesaary  upeA 
.$he  occasion.     To  say  nothing  of  his  business  duties,  can 
any  man  be  more  profitably  employed  than  in  assisting  his 
■brethren,  by  turn,  in  their  extra. labours  for  the  conversion 
of  souls  ?     But  it  is  evident  that  this  course  cannot  be 
jmrsued,  unless  the  districts  are  so  limited  in  the  number 
fii  their  appointments  as  to  allow  a  Presiding  Elder  lo 
spend  a  Sabbath  at  each  Quarterly  Meeting*     To  this  it 
mop  be  objected,  that  the  districts  would  then  be  too  small 
10  yield  an  adequate  support  to  the  Preaiding  Elder*    Btft 
we  think,  first,  that  the  different  charges  receiving  a  grsatar 
anooiint  of  his  services  would  be  willing  to  compensate 
him  accordingly,  and  would  probkbly  feel  less  the  burden 
0i  his  support  than  upon  the  other  plan  which  obtaina  ia 
apnie  sections  of  the  work. 

**  Second,  We  think  that,  except  in  some  very  peoulier 
cases,  no  portion  of  the  work  ought  to  be  oi'ganized  into 
a  'district  station,  uaiess  it  is  able  to  support  a  preacher 
with  a  family,  and  pay  its  proportion,  say  one-twelfth,  of 
4i0' Presiding  !^er^s  eleims.  Hthis  were  adopted,  ds  a 
rule,  it  would  senre  as  a  check  upon  the  tebdenoy  te  di- 
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^_^'*'  vide  cifcuits,  and  evtablisb  stations  nnAeeessaitiy.  No 
«rSa'oaiB&  donbt  such  divisions  are  frequently  proper  and  beneficial, 
^«ii  MiM-  but  they  are  also  very  often  unnecessary  and  injurionv* 
Some  rule  of  action  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Bishops,  Inr 
which  they  may  be  able  to  resist  the  importunities  wiu 
which  they  are  pressed  upon  this  subject,  known  as  it  is 
that  tlie  matter  is  solely  at  their  own  disposal.  We  are 
persuaded  that  they  would  feel  it  to  be  a  relief  to  be  thtis 
directed  by  the  Creneral  Conference,  and  we  do  therefore 
80  recommend. 

''The  committee  pn>pose,  thereford,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  suggestions  of  the  Episcopacy,  Uie  fol- 
lowing alterations  and  amendments  in  the  Discipline, 
viz.  :— 

'^  1.  On  page  31,  chapter  1,  section  5,  question  4,  lei 
the  answer  read  thus:  'From  any  term  not  exceeding 
four  years  successively :  after  which  he  shall  not  be  ap- 
pointed to  the  same  district  for  eix  years.' 

"  2.  We  also  recommend  the  following  amendment :  Page 
158,  part  2,  sec.  1,  let  the  answer  to  question  2  read^hns: 
'  Aeeordiog  to  the  judgment  of  the  Bishops ;  provided, 
that  no  district  shall  contain  more  than  fifteen  appoint- 
ments.' 

^  8.  Also  page  37,  chap.  1 ,  sec.  4,  in  the  answer  to  ques- 
tion 3,  in  the  seventeenth  line  from  the  top,  immediately 
after  the  words, '  not  under  our  care,'  let  the  following  be 
inserted:  'Provided,  that  with  the  exceptions  above- 
named,  he  shall  not  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same 
q>pouitment  more  than  two  years  in  six ;  nor  in  the  same 
eity  more  than  four  years  in  succession ;  nor  return  to  it, 
after  such  term  of  ^service,  till  he  shall  have  been  absent 
four  years.' " 

In  connection  with  the  above,  your  committee  wouM 
submit  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  we  have  increasing  confidence  ift 
tbe  adaptation  of  our  itinerant  economy  to  the  work  of 
iq>reading  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

*'2.  Resolved,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Confereooe, 
That  it  is  the  solemn  duty  of  our  Bishops  in  the  appoinf- 
ment  of  the  preachers  to  their  various  fields  of  labour,  lb 
see  that  the  spirit  of  our  economy  is  fully  carried  out. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  we  regard  a  frequent  change  ef 
otir  ministers  to  different  Sections  of  the  work  as  highly 
important  to  the  common  interests  of  our  beloved  Metho- 

dlMD. 

"  All  which  is  respectfirlly  submitted, 

'« J.  B.  M'FnutiN,  CAatnnofi." 

>    On  iMiion,  Conference  adjourned  with  Ae  iMMdktiMi 
bgr  biodMr  Gtiffith. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  6.  Jw-«^ 

Conferetice  met  at  haliP-past  three  o'clock,  and  was 
•opened  in  the  usual  manner  by  brother  J.  G.  Parker 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

W.  H.  Raper  presented  a  report,  No.  7^^  of  the  Com-  »«*  SSS*" 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern,  which  was  read.     On  mb-    Si?!''**' 
tipn,  the  fifteenth  rule  was  suspended,  to  take  up  and  act 
on  the  report.    The  resolntion  was  adopted,  and  reads  as 
follows: — 

"Resolved,  That  paragraph  13,  section  8,  part  2,  of  '^F*?J^'55 
Discipline,  be  stricken  out,  and  the  following  inserted  in  .hMts  to> 
in  its  place :  *  Printed  sheets  ordered  by  the  Agents  from  YoSTaidOto^ 
New- York  shall  be  sent  at  fifty  per  cent,  and  bound 
books  of  the  General  Catalogue  at  forty  per  cent.,  dis- 
count from  the  retail  prices ;  and  those  ordered  from  Cin- 
cinnati to  New- York  to  be  sent  on  the  same  terms,  the 
agency  sending  the  books  to  be  charged  wiih  the  expense 
pt  transportation.' " 

L.  Scott  presented  the  following : —  t- 

"  Whereas  the  ComrniUee  on  Episcopacy  do  not  find  it    bSLo^.  *'*^ 
practicable  to  report  the  number  of  Bishops  necessary  to 
be  elected  at  this  Conference  ;  and  whereas  the  report  of 
said  committee  is  not  essential  to  the  action  of  the  Con- 
ference in  the  premises;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  elect  two  additional 
Bishops,  and  that  to-morrow  (Friday)  at  ten  o'clock,  be      .       '  •  ^ 
fixed  as  the  time  for  electing  said  Bishops,  and'  the  other 
general  officers  of  the  church."  ' 

J.  Early  having  spoken  fifteen  minutes,  CoAference,  on  L«id    on    tiM 
motion,  granted  him  leave  to  conclude  his  remarks.     He    *^*^  ^  *^ 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  the^  present^ 
to  hear  a  communication  fVom  the  Bishops^  which  was 
carried. 

Bishop  Soule  presented  the  following  communicatiim:*— 

"  To  the  General  Conference.  UgoWjtW  tow 

•*  Rbv.  and  Dear  Brethre^,^— As  the  case  of  Bishop  iSreir^  ^ 
Andrew  unavoidably  involves  the  future  actum  of  the  Su- 
perintendents, which,  in  their  judgment,  in  the  present 
position  of  the  Bishop,  they  have  no  discretion  to  decide 
npon ;  they  respectfully  request  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence ojficial  instruction,  in  answer  to  the  following  ques- 
tions : — 

'^l.  Shall  Bishop  Andrew's  name  remain  as  it  now 
stands  in  the  Minutes,  Hymn-book,  and  Discipline,  or 
shall  it  be  struck  ofi*  of  these  o£Scial  records  ? 

"2.  How  shall  the  Bishop  obtain  his  support?    As 


Jane  •.        provided  for  in  the  form  of  Discipline,  or  in  some  other 
way? 

"  3«  What  work,  if  any,  may  the  Bishop  perform  \  and 
how  shall  he  be  appointed  to  the  work  ? 

'*  Joshua  Sovi*b, 
*'  Elijah  Hsddino, 
"  Bevs&lt  Wauo^, 
"  Thomas  A.  Morris." 

J.  T.  AGtchell  offered  the  following  resolotions,  in  reply 
to  (he  severiil  inquiries  of  the  Superintendents : — 
*  "1.  Resolved,  As  the  sense  of  this  Conference,  thai 

Bishop  Andrew's  name  stand  in  the  Minutes,  {Iymn4>ook, 
snd  Discipline,  as  formerly. 

**2.  Resolved,  That  the  rule  in  relation  to  the  support 
of  a  Bishop,  and  his  family,  applies  to  Bishop  Andrew. 

*'  3.  Resolved,  That  whether  in  any,  and  if  any,  in  what 
work,  Bishop  Andrew  be  employed,  is  to  be  determined 
by  his  own  decision  and  action,  in  relation  to  the  previous 
action  of  this  Conference  in  his  case.** 

D.  B.  Randall  offered  an  amendment,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  oidered.  During  the  call,  J. 
6.  Dow,  F.  G.  Hibbard,  and  G.  Smith,  asked  to  be  ex« 
cased  from  voting.     Conference'refused  to  excuse  them. 

The^fff  resolution  was  adopted — ^ayes  155,  noes  17. . 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  the 
affirmative :— 
^fSJSSS!^  N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  G.  Peck,  J.  B. 
Straiten,  P.  P.  Sandfcrrd,  F*  Reed,  S.  D.  Ferguson,  S. 
Martindale,  M.  Richardson,  D.  S.  Krag,  G.  Pickering,  J. 
Porter,*  M.  Hill,  D.  B.  Randall,  J.  Hobart,  E.  Scott,  J. 
Perkins,  T.  Se3rmour,  J.  M.  Wever,  J.  Covel,  T.  Spicer, 
S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck, 
A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S. 
Comfort,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  H.  L.  Row,  E. 
Bowen,  D.  Holmes,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Lnckey,  A.  'Steele, 
A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  S.  Steadman,  J. 
Bain,  G.  W.  Clark,  J.  Robinson,  T.  Goodwin,  W.  Hun- 
'.     .  ter,  H.  J.  Clark,  S.  Elliott,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Drunmioad, 

C.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  J.  M.  Trimble,  JT.  B.  Finley,  U 
L.  Hamline,  Z.  Connell,  J.  H.  Power,  A.  Poe,  E.  Yocum, 
W.  Runnells,  G.  Smith,  E.  Crane,  A.  Billinga,  J.  Baugh* 
man,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Miller,  C. 
W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A.  Eddy,  J.  Havens,  B.  Weed,  H. 
W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J. 
Stamper,  J.  Vancleve,  N.  G.  Benyman,  W.  W.  Redman^ 
J.  C.  Berryman,  J,  M.  Jameson,  U.  B.  Baacom,  W.  Gunn» 
R.  H.  Kavanaugh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W. 

•  Revttssd  fak  vote  JMEi  day* 


J^{Mnial^09itfml.P<^«M^lM4«  fit 


Brash,  B.  P.  Sorier,  S;  Pttton,  T.  ^iringtleld,  R.  Paine^ 

J.  6,  MTerrin,  A.  L.  P.  Groeii»  T.  Madden,  Q.  W.  D.  i 

Harris,  S.  a  Moody,  W,  M'Mahan,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.  | 

Parker.  W.  P.  Ratclifie,  A.  Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  J,  Clark,  | 

W.  Winans,  B.  M,  Dfake,  J.  Lane.  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  j 

Mnrrah,  J.  EcHriag,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce»  j 

a  F.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks.  J.  W.  Glean,  J.  E.  Evans,  A* 

B.  Longstreet,  W.  M.  Wigktman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Duawody*  *  < 

H.  A*  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P.  Donh,  B.  T.  Blake,  h 

Early,  L.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer^ 

A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T. 

B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Coltins^  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt^  ! 
J.  P.  Dnrbin,  T,  J.  Thompson,  H.  Whiter  L  T.  Coopwp, 

L.  Soott,  W.  Cooper,  L  Winner,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
T.  Neai,*T.  Sovereign— 159. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  those  who  voted  in  tho 
negative :—  ;   ^    '  ^  f 

J.  Lovejoy,  F.  Upham,  S.  Benton,  P.  Townsend,  J^  'S*^^^!*^? 
Porter,  (see  page  118.)  P,  Crandall,  C.  Adains,  E.  RoMni    *^~**^- 
eon,  C.  W.  Morse,  H.  Niekerson,  G.  Webber,  S.  Ketlyv 
J.  G.  Dow,  J.  Spanlding,  C.  D.  Cahoon.  W.  D.  Casa,  J. 
Spencer,  R.  Boyd— 17. 

A  motion  to  adjonm  was  made  and  lost 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
w^re  ordered.  During  the  call,  E.  Robinson  objected  to 
being  compelled  to  vote.  A  motion  was  made  to  excuse 
him,  but  was  lost.  F.  G.  Hibbard  and  J.  Spaulding  asked 
to.  be  excused  from  voting.  Goofereaee  refnsed  to  ejccnse 
them. 

The  resoltttion  was  adopted^-^yeaa  153,  nays  14,  as 
fallows : — 

Ybas— N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  G.  Peckj  ^iSLftJl!, 
3.  B.  Stratten,  P.  P.  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  S.  D.  Ferguson,  ^^SUSH 
S-  Martindale,  M.  Richardson,  F.  Upham,  S.  Benton,  P.  jLSriS"^' 
Towtisend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  Crsaddl,  C.  Adams, 
G.  Pickering,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Niekerson,  G.  Webber,  £: 
Scott,  J.  Perkins,  T.  Seymour,  J.  Covel,  T.  Spicer,  S.  •  ^  .  .> 
Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaling.  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck.  A.  f 

Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Nlnde,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Com* 
fort,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  H.  F.  Row,  £.  Bowen,  G.  Fihaaor«, 
S.  Luckey,  A.  Steele,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alver<» 
son,  J.  S.  Steadman,  J.  Bain,  J.  Robinson,  W.  Hunter, 
H.  J.  Clark,  S.  Wakefield,  C.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  J:  M. 
Trimble,  J.  B.  Finley,  L.  L.  Hamline,  Z.  Connell,  J.  H. 
Power,  A.  Poe,  E.  Yocum,  W.  Runnells,  G.  Smith,  E,- 
Crane,  A.  Billings,  J.  Baughman,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wile^, 
E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Miller,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A.  Eddy, 
J.  Havens,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  P.  Akers,  J.  Stamper, 
N.  G.  Benyman,  W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M^ 
Jameaon,  H.  B.  Bascom,  W.  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanangh,  £. 
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*^*  Sterenson,  B.  T.  Oroucli,  O.  W.  Brueh,  E.  P.  Sevi«r,  S. 
Patton,  T.  Stringfield,  R.  Paine,  J.  R  M'Eemn,  A.  L.  P, 
GreeD,  T.  Madden,  6.  W.  D.  Harris,  S.  S^.  Moody,  W. 
M'Mahan,  T.  Jojmer,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  K. 
Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  J.  Clark,  W.  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake, 
J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Murrab,  J.  Boring,  G.  Garrett, 
J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks,  J.  W. 
Glenn,  J.  £.  Erans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W.  Capers,  W.  M. 
Wightman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dnnwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  J. 
Jameson,  P.  Donb,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Early,  L.  M.  Lee,  W. 
A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear,  N. 
J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Col- 
lins, J.  Davis,  ^.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  J*  P.  Dorbin,  T.  J. 
Thompson,  H.  White,  I.  T.  Cooper,  L.  Scott,  W.  Cooper, 
L  Winner,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  Shaw,  T.  Neal,  T.  Sore- 
reiga — 152. 
>^^«»«JJ  Nats— J.  Lovejoy,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Ran- 
ISSr  "*^  dall,  C.  W.  Morse,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Spaulding,  C.  D.  Gaboon, 
W.  D.  Cass,  t).  Holmes,  J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd, 
J.  Drmnmond — 14. 

A  motion  to  adjonm  wae  made  and  tost. 

The  third  resolution  was  read.  J.  T.  Peck  oflfered  a 
substitute,  which,  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  was  laid  on 
the  table.  H.  Slicer  offered  a  substitute,  which,  on  mo- 
tion of  T.  Crowder,  was  laid  on  the  table.  J.  A.  Collins 
oflfered  a  substitute,  which,  on  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  was 
laid  on  the  table.  T.  Crowder  moved  the  previous  que»- 
tion,  which  prevailed.  The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered, 
and  ^e  vote  taken. 

D.  B.  Randall,  who  voted  in  the  negative,  asked  and 
obtained  leave  to  change  his  vote,  not  having  understood 
the  question  ;  being  sick  and  obliged  to  be  absent  during 
a  part  of  the  discussion.  He  then  voted  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  resolution  was  adopted— ayes  103,  noes  67 ;  as 
Mows : — 
A|M  M  the  Ybas— N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  G.  Peck,  J.  B.  Straiten^ 
AM  tmt^  p  p  sandford,  F.  Reed,  S.  D.  Ferguson,  S.  Martindale, 
M.  Richardson,  J.  Lovejoy,  F.  Upham,  S.  Benton,  P. 
Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams, 
G.  Pickering,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  C. 
W.  Morse,  J.  Hobait,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber,  E. 
Scott,  S.  Chamberlin,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Perkins,  J.  Spaulding, 
C.  D.  Gaboon,  W.  D.  Cass,  T.  Seymour,  J.  Covel,  T. 
Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D. 
Peck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  J.  M.  Snyder, 
S.  Comfort,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  H.  F.  Row,  E. 
Bowen,  D.  Holmes,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Luckey,  A.  Steele,  F. 
G.  Hibbard,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  S- 
Steadman,  J.  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  J.  Robinson,  T.  Good- 
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wiB,  W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Cliurk,  J.  Spencer,  S.  EllioU,  S.  *^«- 
Wakefield,  J  Druinmond,  C.  Eliioit,  W.  H.  Raper,  J.  M. 
Trimble,  J.  B.  Finley,  L.  L.  Hamtine,  Z.  Connell,  J.  H. 
Power,  A.  Poe,  £.  Yocum,  W.  Runnells,  £.  Crane,  A. 
Billings,  J.  A.  Baughman,  M.  Simpson,  A.  Wiley,  £.  R. 
Ames,  J.  Miller,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  j^.  Eddy,  J/ 
Havens,  B.  Weed,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitchell,  P.  Akers, 
P.  Cartwright,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morsan,  J. 

A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  P.  Durbin,  L.  Soott,  L  Winner, 
J:  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  Shaw--103. 

Nats— C.  W.  Carpenter,  J.  G.  Dow,  R.  Boyd,  G.  ^Ji^ 
Smith,  J.  Stamper,  J.  Vancleve,  N.  G.  Berryman,  W.  W.  uon. 
•Redman,  J.  C.  Benyman,  J.  M.  Jameson,  H.  B,  BascoQi* 
W.  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanangb,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Croach, 
G.  B,  Brash,  E.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfield,  R. 
Paine,  J.  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden,  G.  W. 
D.  Harris,  S.  S.  Moody,  W.  M^Mahan,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.  ^ 

Parker,  W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  A.  Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  W.  Winans, 

B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Murrah,  J.  Bo- 
nng,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Fierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W. 
J.  Parks,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W, 

Capers,  W.  M.  Wightman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A.  , 

C.  Walker,  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J,  Early,  L.  M.  Lee, 
W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T. 
B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  T.  J.  Thon^on,  H, 
White,  I.  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T.  Neat,  T.  Sovereign 
—67. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  which  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  L.  Scott,  Conference  took  up  the  resolu- 
tion laid  on  the  table  this  afternoon  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
ceiving  a  communication  from  the  Bishops.  T.  Crowder 
moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table :  lost.  E.  Robinson 
Hioved  the  previous  question,  which  was  not  sustained. 
A  motion  was  made  by  J.  A.  Collins  to  adjourn,  which 
prevailed,  and  the  Conference  adjourned  with  the  benedic- 
tion by  Bishop  Morris. 

FRIDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  7.  '«•» 

Cotiference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'clock,  3Bd  was 
oipened  with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother 
Firley,    Bishop  Soule  in  the  chair. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  corrected. 

J.  Porter,  on  leave,  changed  his  vote  on  the  first  reso-  i-  Portai^  tou 
Intion  to  nay.  »m»e4. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  presented  their  final  re- 
port, which  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows :—   ' 

*'  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  report  Ftui  rapert  oo 
finally :  That  owing  to  the  want  of  time  and  opportunity.   ■?**'<*?•«'• 
to  come  to  a  eonchlsion  as  to  the  addition  which  shoaU 
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be  made  to  streogfthen  the  Episcopacy,  the  committee  have 
not  arriyed  at  any  conclusion,  and  therefore  ask  to  be 
released  from  any  further  action  on  the  subject  referred 
to  them. 

'* Robert  Pains,  Ckmrman" 

^      R.  Paine,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  Nine  on  the 


i^  Id  sit  la  declaration  of  the  members  from  the  alaveholding  states, 
conft  hflwi.     asked  for  and  obtained  leave  to  retire  and  sit  during  the 
Conference. 

J.  Early,  in  behalf  of  the  southern  delegation,  asked 
that  A.  B.  Long^treet  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  Nine. 
On  motion,  Conference  refused  to  grant  the  request. 
<J[Jj«gJ^  of  The  delegates  reported  the  fdlowing  persons  as  the 
cwfowoTto  committee  to  collect  materials  for  the  history  of  the  Me-^ 
^IS!^  S^^  thodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  memoirs  of  the  Bishops 
fnMt  jfor  bial  and  Other  ministers  :-^ 

SKidLSi''  iV«p-y<w*—N.  Bangs.  iVmnimcs— B.Otheman.  JVae- 
England^D.  S.  King.  ilfatfi«-*-M.  Hill.  NeuhHan^ 
shkre^^.  Scott.  Vertnantr^i.  G.  Dow.  TVvy— Tobiao 
Spicer.  Black  Rwer^W.  W.  Ninde.  Oneida— D. 
Holmes,  Jr.  Gene^ee-^Israel  Chamberlayne.  Piashvrg 
--J.  L.  Reed.  OAio—J.  B.  Finley.  North  Okio^Mzm 
Poe.  Michigan — A.Billings,  /niumo— A. Wiley.  North 
/tpu^iona— M.  Simpson.  Black  River — B.  T.  Kavanaugh. 
lowa^R:  W.  Reed.  Erie—T.  Goodwin.  lUinois^J. 
Vancleve.  Missouri — ^W.  W.  Redman.  Indian  Misntm 
Canferonc^-^5.  C.  Berryman.  Kentucky — H.  R  Bascom. 
HolsUm — D.  R.  NTAnnally.  Tennessee — A.  L.  P.  Green. 
Memphis — W.  M'Mahan.  Arkansas-^1.  Harrell.  East 
TeoMs—lj.  Fowler.  West  Teawj^C.  Richardson.  Mis- 
-B.  M.  Drake.  Alabama — E.  Heam.  Georgia-^ 
Pierce.  Fhrida-'T,  C.  Benning.  South  Carokaa 
— W.  M.  Wightman.  North  Carolina--B.  T.  Blake. 
Virgima — I^.  M.  Lee.  Baltimore — ^R.  Emory.  Phdadel^ 
phia—L.  Scott.     New-Jersey — ^J.  S.  Porter. 

S.  Luckey  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 
_  '^p^  "Resolved,  That  that  portion  of  the  journal  creating 
odinif,  ^e.  the  committee  just  announced  be  printed  in  a  circular  form 
with  the  names  of  the  committee  and  the  Conferences  t6 
which  they  belong  respectively,  and  forwarded  to  them, 
and  that  it  be  published  once  a  quarter  for  two  successive 
years  in  the  newspaper  periodicals  of  our  church." 
L.  Scott*!  mo-  The  order  of  the  day  (L.  Scott's  resolution  yesterdiy) 
!y°^m>Sty  WIS  tftken  up.  P.  Crandall  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  "to-morrow,"  and  inserting  "  to^ay :"  admitted  by  the 
mover.  B.  Weed  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  **  ten 
o'clock,"  and  inserting  "  half-past  three  o'clock  this  after* 
DOQ^"    W.  Wioans  moved  the  previens  qoesdoa,  which' 


sissippi — I 
G.  F.  Pier 


PoUkatioii  or- 


'[ 
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ImDg  snstaitted,  die  Mnendment  aad  retblutioii  were        jwbil 
adopted.    (See  joiiiBal  of  yesterday,  page  117.) 

J.  Druinmond  moved  to  take  up  the  report.  No.  1,  of   ^JJgJ^Biii 
ihe  Comoiittee  oa  Slarery.    A  motioa  to  lay  the  resoliH    on      aismy 
tion  en  the  table  waa  loat.    The  i^eport  waa  taken  ap.    J.    ^S^^^  ^ 
Drummood  moved  the  previoua  qaeation,  which  waa  aua^ 
tained.    On  motion  Conference  ordered  the  yeaa  and  naya, 
which  being  taken,  the  xeaolution  waa  adopted-^ayea  115^ 
noea  40.     The  report  reada  as  follows : — 

*'  The  Committee  on  Slavery,  after  due  deliberation, 
beg  leave  to  preaent  the  following  reaolutton  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  for  adoption,  aa  their  report  in  part :  \ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  pasaed  at  the  last  Gen<  ^^JJ^^gJ^   !    ^ 
eral  Conference,  of  1840,  on  the  snbject  of  the  testimcmy    Bony  nwiwi    / 
of  coloured  persons  in  church  trials,  be  and  the  aame  are    *^  / 

hereby  rescinded. 

**  Respectfully  aubmitted,  / 

'^GsoaoB  Pick,  Chaimum,^ 

Ybas— N.  Bangs,  P.  Rice,  C.  W.  Carpenter,  G.  Peck,  ^Jg^w?  £ 

J,  B.  Stratten,  P.  P.  Sandford,  F.  Reed,  S.  D.  Ferguson,  SSSetta 

S.  Martindale,  M.  Richardson,  J.  I-M)vejoy,  F.  Upham,  S.  JJ"  ^^JJJK 

Benton,  P.  Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  Crandall»  ipmw      J& 

C.  Adams,  G.  Pickering,  M.  HiU,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Ran^  '^"^  ""^^ 
dall,C.  M.  Morae,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  G.  Webber, 

£.  Scott,  S.  Kelly,  h  Perkins,  J.  G.  Dow,  J.  Spaulding,  C. 

D.  Cahoon,  W.  D.  Cass,  T.  Seymour,  J.  M.  Wever,  I. 
Covel,  T.  Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T. 
Peck,  A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  J. 
M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd,  H.  F. 
Row,  £«  Bowen,  D.  Hermes,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Luckey,  A. 
Steele,  F.  G.  Hibbard,  S.  Seager,  A. Abell,  W.Hosmer,  J. 
B.  Alveraon,  J.  J.  Steadmaa,  J.  Bain,  G.  W.  Clark,  X 
Robinson,  T.  Goodwin,  W.  Hunter,  H.  J.  Clark,  J.  Spen- 
cer, S.  £lliott,  R.  Boyd,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Drummond,  C.  , 
Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,£.W.Sehon,J.M.Trimble,J.B.  Fim 

ley,  L.  L.  Hamline,  Z.  Connell,  J.  Ferree,  £.  Thompson,  J» 
H.  Power,  A.  Poe,  £.  Yocum,  W.  Runnelb,  G.  Smith, 

E.  Crane,  A.  Billings,  J.  A.  Baughman,  M.  Simpson,  A. 
Wiley,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  MUler,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A. 

•Eddy,  J.  Havens,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  J. 
T.  Mitchell,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  Yancleve,  N.  G.  Berryman, 
W.  Gunn,  L.  Fowler,  J.  Clark,  B.  M.  Drake,  H.  Slicer,  A. 
Griffith,  J.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B. 
Sargent,  J.  A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  HUdt,  J.  P. 
Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H.  White,  L.  Scott,  W.  Cooper, 
I.  Winner,  J,  S.  Porter,  J.  K.  Shaw,  T.  Neal,  T.  Sove- 
reign— 115.  Ykvn  on  M- 
Nats— J.  Stamper,  W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Benryman,  ■ctocfaf  gj- 
J.  M.  Jameson,  H.  B.  Baacom,  H.  H.  Kavanaut^,  £.    ^'"'^ 
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s^mi.       Stephenson,  B.  T.  Croach,  G.  W.  Brush,  £.  F.  Seiriari 

'      S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfieid,  R.  Paine,  J.  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L. 

*       *       P.  Green,  T.  Madden,  Q.  W.  D,  Harris,  S.  S.  Moody, W. 

M'Mahan,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Ratchffe,  A. 

Hunter,  W.  Winans,  J.  Lane,  G.  W.  Rogers,  W.  Murrah,  J. 

Boring,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W. 

J.  Pariu,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  £.  Erans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W. 

Capers,  W.  M.  Wightman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H.  A. 

C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P.'  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Eariy, 

L,  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  T.  Crowder— 40. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  ofiered  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 

Slavery  be  instructed  to  append  to  the  report  just  adopted, 

^e  resolutions  passed  by  tne  General  Conference  of  1840^ 

^  which  have  just  been  rescinded." 

The  resolutions  referred  to  are  as  follows  : — 
I.  A.  Pew'8  i«-       "  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  and  unjustifiable  for 
od!rarad  lesS  ^^Y  Preacher  among  us  to  permit  coloured  persons  to  giro 

testimony  against  white  persons,  in  uiy  state  where  they  ^ 

are  denied  that  privilege  in  trials  at  law.** 
8oato*t       "  L  Resolved,  That  in  the  decision  of  this  Conference 
tS^^  in  the  case  of  the  appeal  of  the  Rev.  Silas  Comfort,  it  is 
oSouS  not  intended  to  express  or  imply  that  the  testimony  of 
''***  coloured  peksons  against  white  persons,  in  church  trials, 

is  either  expedient  or  justifiable  in  any  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  states  or  territories  where  the  civil  laws  prohibit  such  | 

testimony  in  trials  at  law.  | 

'*  2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Con-  i 

f^rence,  in  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  of  the  Rev.  Igna^ 
tins  A.  Few,  of  Georgia,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
the  testimony  of  coloured  persons,  to  prohibit  such  testi- 
mony in  church  trials  in  any  of  the  states  or  territories 
where  it  is  the  established  usage  of  the  church  to  admit, 
and  where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  constitutional  judi- 
catories of  the  church,  such  testimony  may  be  admitted 
with  safety  to  the  peace  of  society,  and  the  best  interests 
of  all  concerned. 

*'  3.  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  the  intention  of  this  Con- 
ference, in  oither  of  the  above  cases,  or  in  any  action  had 
by  this  body,  to  express  or  imply  any  distrust  or  want  of 
confidence  in  the  Christian  piety  or  integrity  of  the  nume-  • 
xous  body  of  coloured  members  under  our  pastoral  care, 
to  whom  we  are  bound  by  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ,  and  for  whose  ispiritual  and  eternal  interests,  to- 
gether with  all  our  fellow-men  of  every  colour  and  in  eveiy 
relation  and  condition  in  life,  we  will  never  cease  to  labour.* 
L.  Scott  ofifered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  laid 
on  the  table : — 

'*  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference, 
that  the  church  now  stands  in  relation  to  the  testimony 
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pf  cokmred  pdraons  ai  it  did  before  the  General  Confer*       iwbi$% 
eoce  of  1840." 

J.  S.  Porter  offered  the  followiog  resolution,  whicli  wis 
adopted  :-*- 

"Whereas,  by  a  former  action  of  this  Conference,  th^  ^fio?*"^S» 
Book  Committee  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati  are  to  ccn-    mitteM  ad  ^ 
sist,  in  part,  each  of  six  travelling  ministers,  to  be  elected    **'^' 
as  follows,  to  wit :  that  at  New-York,  two  members  by  the 
New-York  Conference,  two  by  the  Philadelphia  Con-   .  ' 

lerence,  and  two  by  the  New- Jersey  Conference ;  and 
thai  at  Cincinnati,  two  by  the  Ohio,  two  by  the  Kentucky, 
and  two  by  the  Indiana  Conference ;  and  whereas  the 
Philadelphia,  New-Jersey,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  Indian! 
Conferences  will  not  medt,  some  of  them,  for  nearly  a 
year  to  come ;  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  the  delegations  of  those  several  Con- 
ferences be  authorized  to  appoint  those  members  of  those 
eotnmittees  to  serve  until  the  next  meeting  of  those  Con- 
ferences severally." 

J.  6.  Dow  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted;-^ 

"  Resolved,  That  the  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont 
Conferences  be  allowed  to  meet  together  at  their  next 
session." 

P.  P.  Sandford  offered  the  following  resolution,  whicV 
was  adopted : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  furnish 
Bishop  Andrew  with  a  copy  of  all  the  proceedings  of  this 
Conference  in  his  case.  ^  P.  P.  Sandfokd, 

**  A.  B.  LoNOSTRSSt." 


NowHuBMdilvt 
•nd    VSF^ 


4o 
Hfoa  tupr  ^ 


J<An  Clark,  on  leave  of  the  Conference,  recorded  hik 
vote  on  the  second  and  third  resolutions  offered  by  J.  T. 
Afitchell  yesterday,  voting  on  both  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  S.  Martindale,  the  report  of  the  Commits 
tee  on  a  uniform  Course  of  Study  for  t;andidates  for 
deacon's  and  elder's  orders  was  taken  up.  The  report 
and  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  read  as  follows  :• —    - 

"  The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  rew^ution  of 
this  Conference  respecting  a  uniform  course  of  study  for 
candidates  for  deacon's  and  elder's  orders  in  the  travelling 
ministry  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration.  They 
find  much  difficulty  in  settling  upon  such  a  course  as  would 
be  open  to  no  objections  from  any  section  of  the  widely- 
extended  itinerant  fieUL  They  can  hardly  hope  to  harmo- 
nize the  views  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  on  so  inspor- 
•  tant  and  at  the  same  time  so  difficult  a  subject  Tfak 
however,  ailer  mature  deliberation,  they  hope  may  be  doiM 
in  the' adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  :— 

''1.  Resolved,  That  the  words,   'or  of  a 
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Jim  7.  which  they  may  sjppoint  «i  each  Animal  Coiifomiice,'  be 
stricken  out  of  ans.  3  to  quest.  9,  page  36 ;  and  that  the 
words,  '  for  the  term  of  four  years/  be  inserted  iiflmedi- 
ately  after  the  words, '  candidates  for  the  ministry ;'  and  <be 
words,  <  ofdained  deacon  or  elder,'  be*alao  inserted  immedi- 
ately after  the  words '  received  into  fiill  eonDecti<Ai,*  page  37. 
The  paragraph  as  amended  will  then  read : — *  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Bishops  to  point  out  a  course  of  reading 
>  and  study  pmper  to  be  pursued  by  candidates  for  the  min- 
istry for  the  term  of  four  years  ;  and  the  Presiding  Slder, 
whenever  such  are  presented  to  him,  shall  direct  them  to 
those  studies  which  have  been  thus  recommended.  And 
before  atiy  such  candidate  is  received  into  full  connection^ 
jor  ordained  deacon  or  elder,  he  shall  give  satisfactory  evi- 
dence respecting  his  knowledge  of  those  particular  sdbjecta 
which  have  been  recommended  to  his  consideration.' 

"2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  and  hereby  are 
respectfully  requested  to  prepare  such  course  of  stndj^  as 
soon  as  practicable,  and  that  the  same  be  published  by  the 
Book  Agenls.     Respectfully  aubimtted, 

"  S.  Martindalb,  Chmrman. 

"  New-Ywk,  May  16,  1844." 

S.  Martindale  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Com- 
jnittee  on  a  Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates.  This  m<»tion 
was  laid  on  the  table. 
i«»iBMk  On  motion  of  J.  Early  the  balance  of  report  No.  4  of 
rS.  >  the  Commiuee  on  the  Book  Concern  was  takan  np.  The 
second  section  was  adopted.  The  ffth  section  was  read. 
H.  81icer  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  the  word 
'*  not :"  lost.  The  section  was  adopted.  The  sixth  sec- 
tion was  adopted.  The  seventh  section  was  read,  and  J. 
H.  Power  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  ^  not :" 
lost.    The  section  was  adopted. 

F.  Upham  moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to 
■leet  again  at^half-past  three  o'clock :  carried. 

The  eighth,  ninth,  tenihy  eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thktmtUh 
sections  were  adopted. 

G.  Smith  offered  the  foUowing  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: — 

'IMj^stfWUk       "  Resolved,  That  the  seventh  item  be  referred  to  the 
i*lltf.jUt»^.  ^^rth  Ohio  Conference,  and  that  the  Book  Agents  at  Cin- 
cinnati be  instructed  to  release  C.  Waddle  firom  the  claim, 
if  recommended  by  the  North  Ohio  Conference." 
The  sections  adopted  read  as  fdlows  :—* 
a  t»^^  *     **  ^  ^^^^  committee  further  report  that  they  hme  had 
lAdvooA^  wider  consideration  the  application  of  the  editt»rial*depart- 
aaent  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate  for  relief  from 
the  Book  Concern,  and  have  agreed  to  recommend  to  the 
Oaberal  Conference  to  grant  $2500. 
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*'  5.  AvooHBiHiicatioti  was  reaeived  from  J.  W.  Osb^rn,        JumT. 
askiiiff  the  remiwion  of  a  debt  due  the  Book  Conceni.  "'iJL-9"'*^^ 
Request  not  granted.  grutod. 

"  6.  Rev.  Jacob  Young,  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  pray*  Jacob Tougn. 
iag  to  be  released  from  two  claims  of  the  Book  Concern,    '^*'*^ 
which  he^says  he  ooght  not  in  justiee  to  pay .    Ailer  mature 
consideration  the  committee  recommend  that  his  request 
be  granted. 

"8.  J.  Scoiford  prays  to  be  released  from  a  claim  of  j.  Sootfod  m- 
the  Book  Concern.     This  case  was  well  examined,  and    *•"*"* 
the  committee  agreed  to  recommend  that  his  request  be 
granted. 

"  9.  In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  Memphis  t.  o. 
Conference,  your  committee  recommend  that  the  claiin  of 
the  Book  Concern  against  T.  O.  Ellis  be  remitted  by  the 
General  Conference. 

"10.  A.  H.  Shanks'  petition  to  be  released  from  a  debt 
due  the  Book  Concern.     Request  not  granted. 

"11.  Joel  Peak  to  be  released  from  a  like  debt    Not  ^-^^^  '^ 
glTftilted. 

"  12.  P.  D.  Horton,  who  made  a  like  request    Informa-  p.  b.  Hodoa 
tion  not  being  satisfactory  to  the  committee,  his  request    "^  ">•"•*• 
was  not  granted. 

*<13.  Requestof  the  Philadelphia  Conference  to  release  wmmt  Mrff. 
tiie  widow  of  Rev.  John  Quimby  from  a  debt  due  the    Sl***^* 
Book  Concern.     Granted." 

G.  F.  Pierce  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
.  adopted : — 

^Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $400,  paid  by  Dr.  Capers 

to  the  Book  Concern  in  1828,  be  refunded."  Capwlu' 

S.  Patton  offered  the  folio wiug  resolution  r*^  oneimiidMd 

^  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  $110,  paid  by  E.  F.  Se-    ^,Smu^ 
Tier  to  the  Book  Concern  in  1829,  be  refunded."  r.  s«Ttor. 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  time  until  the  resolu- 
tion shall  be  disposed  of:  this  was  carried,  and  the  reso- 
-lotion  was  adopted. 

The  Conference  was  dismissed  with  the  benediction  by 
^Bishop  Soule. 

FRIDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  7. 

'  Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment,  at  half-paat 
three  o'clock,  Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Wever. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read,  and  approred. 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  suspend  the  mle,  that  the  special 
order,  the  election  resolved  on  this  morning,  mifhl  be 
had :  the  motion  ftiiled. 

The  chair  called  for  reports  from  standing  and  seleat  lepodi 
eommittees.  .  fcr. 
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jomt.  {(,  Paine,  chairman  of  the  select  commiUee  of  nine, 

on  the  declaration  presented  on  Wednesday,  brought  in  a 

report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table 

for  the  present. 

PratMtof  th0        J-  Early^  in  behalf  of  the  delegates  of  the  Conference 

"''ttie uu ^to  ^^  ^^^  slaveholding  states,  on  leave^  laid  on  the  table  the 

teraoontot     Protest  read  to  the  Conference  on  Thursday,  with  the 

names  affixed.     The  names  were  read.     (The  Protest, 

with  the  signatares,  will  be   found  in  the  Appendix, 

Doc.  H.) 

The  Conference  theta,  on  motion,  proceeded  to  the 
special  order,  the  elections  ordered  by  resolution  this 
morning. 

The  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  tellers ;  and  he 
nominated  C.  B.  Tippeu,  G.  Filmore,  and  G.  F.  Pierce. 

On  motion  of  B.  Weed,  Conference  resolved  to  procee4 
in  their  elections  in  the  following  order : — 

1.  Two  Bishops. 

2.  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati. 

3.  Editors  of  Quarterly  Review  and  Ladies'  Repoaitoijr* 

4.  Missionary  Secretary. 

5.  Editors  of  the  various  Advocates. 

6.  Editor  of  Sunday-School  periodicals  and  books. 
MnrMiot  fat        The  election  then  proceeded.     On  counting  the  rotes 

cast  in  the  first  ballot,  it  was  ascertained  that  no  one  had 
received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.  The  chair  therefore 
annotinced  that  there  was  no  choice. 

On  counting  the  votes  in  the  second  ballotting,  it  appeared . 
that  there  was  a  larger  number  of  votes  than  members  of 
Conference.  On  motion  the  roll  of  the  Conference  was 
called,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  S.  Chamberlin,  J.  Per- 
ree,  and  W.  Patton  were  absent ;  and  therefore  177  was 
the  highest  number  of  legal  votes  that  could  be  given. 

W.  Capers  moved,  that  the  Conference,  by  a  rising 
▼ote,  confirm  the  election  of  Edmund  S.  Janes.  On  this 
motion  the  previous  question  was  moved,  but  nbt  sus- 
tained. 

The  chair  pronounced  the  election  of  E.  S.  Janes  aad 
L.  L.  Hamline  void,  on  account  of  the  illegal  votes  cast, 
and  directed  another  ballotting. 

Prior  to  the  third  ballotting,  the  Secretaries  were  or- 
dered to  caU  the  list  $  and  each  man,  as  his  name  was 
called,  was  directed  to  come  up,  and  deposit  his  vote  fer 
two  Bishops. 

During  this  ballot  two  tickets  were  found  together,  and 
ordered  to  be  reserved  until  the  tickets  were  counted. 
When  the  count  was  completed,  it  was  ascertained  thai 
there  were  177  tickets  without  them,  and  they  were  cast 
aside. 

On  this  ballot  177  votes  were  cast;  and  Leonidas  L. 
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Hmriine  received  102,  and  Edmund  S.  Jraes  99  votes,       ^v^- 
wliich  being  a  majority  of  tlie  whole,  they  were  declared  ^j^fSteL 
.40  be  duly  elected  SuperintendeBts,  or  Bishops,  of  the  Me-    tUMUmL 
thodisi  Episcopal  Church. 

A  raottoa  was  made  to  adjoum  to  meet  agaio  at  half- 
pMt  eight  o'clock  this  evening.  J.  E.  Collms  moved  to 
amend  this  by  striking  out  f'thts  evening/'  and  inserting 
'*  to-morrow  morning."  A  motion  to  lay  this  amendment 
tm  the  table  was  lost.  The  amendment  prevailed,  and 
Conference  adjooraed  with  the  benediction,  by  brother 
Tippett. 

SATURDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  8.  ^^^ 

Conference   met  at  half-past   eight  o'clock,  Bishop 
Wangh  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  by  brother  Parks* 
The  journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read,  and  ap- 

fSOVBd. 

N.  Bangs,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  mi  Missions,  *g^^  ^ 
{nresented  a  report  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  SsI^mScw!^ 
Missionary  Society  ef  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh, 
'fiontaining  resolutions  of  concurrence  in  the  alterations 
4if  the  Constitution  of  the  society,  recommended  by  this 
Conference*  It  was  read,  and,  on  raotiorvof  N.  Bangs, 
the  Conference  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  as  amended. by  the  severid  recommendations  of 
the  Board  and  the  Conference. 

A.  L.  P.  Green,  in  behalf  of  the  select  comnuttee  of  R«port  of  c|m^ 
five,  to  devise  plans  for  raising  funds  for  missionary  pur-   of  vS^  rniT 
^oses^  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on   ■^■wttoI" 
the  table  pnder  the  rule. 

L.  M.  Lee  presented  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Reporton  (%ax> 
Chartered  Fund,  which,  on  motion,  was  adopted  :—^  **'^  '™^" 

"The  Connnittee  on  the  Chartered  Fund  have  had 
noder  Qonsideration  the  communication  of  the  Rev.  John 
A.  Gere,  in  relation  to  a  legacy  left  to  the  Chartered 
Fund  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Keys,  of  Jefferson  connty, 
Virginia;  and  beg  leave  to  recommend  that  the  whole 
subject  be  referred  to  the  trustees  of  said  fund^  with  ao- 
thority  to  take  the  jaecessaiy  steps  to  realize  the  benefits 
c(  the  legacy. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

""L.  M.  Lis,  Chakman.  . 
,     "/wi^7,  1844." 

N.  Bangs  presented  a  report  from  the  select  committee 
on  the  Sabbath,  which,  with  the  resolutions,  was  adopted. 
The  resolutions  read  as  follows : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual 
Ce«feiences  in  General  Conference  as«snbled.  That  it  bl 
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tiitoB.  M'M«llat^  T:  Joyner,  J.  C.  FttkBt,  W.  P.  Eatcliib,  JL 
Hunter,  L.  F<mler,  J.  Chsk,  W.  Wioana,  B.  M.  Bvake^ 
J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Murrah,  J.  BortDg,  G.  GarreCf^ 
J.  Hamilion,  L.  Pierce,  G.  F.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parke,  J.  W. 
Glenn,  J.  £.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstveet,  W.  Capers,  W. 
M.  Wightman,  C.  Betts^  S.  Dunwo^,  H.  A.  C.  Walker^ 
J.  Jameson,  P.  Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Earlj,  L.  ML  Lee, 
W.  A.  Smith,  T«  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan, 
C.  R  Tippeu,  T.  B.  Siurgenl,  J.  A.  GoUiBs,  J.  Davis,  J. 
A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  J.  P.  Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H. 
White,  L  T.  Cooper,  L.  ScoCt,  W.  Cooper,  J..S.  Porter, 
T.  Neal,  T.  Sovereign— 135. 
li^^ja^int  Nays— P.  P.  Sandford,  S.  Martindale,  J.  Ldvejoy,  S. 
Benton,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Ntckerson,  A.  D.  Peck,  J.  M.  Sny- 
der, H.  F.  Row,  D.  Holmes,  J.  H.  Power,  A.  Poe,  P. 
Cartwright,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear— 18. 

On  tl^  second  resolution,  J.  T.  Mitchell  moved  to  amend 
by  inserting,  ''  and  private  members."  The  amsndmeot 
was  laid  on  the  ti^le. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  session  wm  prolonged 
fifteen  minutes. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted  by  one  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  affirmative  to  seventeen  negative  votes. 
.    A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  third  resohitioB. 

The  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  call  son- 
tained. 

The  session  was  further  prolonged  until  the  call  of  the 
roll  was  oosopleted,  and  the  vote  finished. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted  by  one  hundred^  and 
forty-seven  yeas  to  twelve  nays. 
Tai»  aa  ttiiid  Yeas — N.  Bangs,  P.  Rico,  G.  Peck,  S.  D.  Ferguson, 
M.  Richardson,  F.  Upbam,  P.  Townsend,  J.  Porter,  D.  S. 
King,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  G.  Pickering,  M.  Hill,  E. 
Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  C.  W.  Morse,  G.  Webber,  £. 
Scott,  S.  Kelly,  J.  Perkins,  J.  G.  Dew,  C.  D.  Cakoon, 
W.  D.  Caes,  T.  Seymour,  J.  M.  Wever,  J.  Cov^,  T. 
Spicer,  S.  Coleman,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A. 
Adam^  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A. 
Shq>herd,  £.  Bowen,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Luckey,  F.  G.  Hib- 
bard,  S.  Seager,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosner,  J.  B.  AlVerson, 
J.  J.  Steadman,  Q.  W.  Clark,  J.  Robinson,  W.  Hunter, 
H.  J.  Clark,  J.  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  R.  Boyd,  J.  Dnmh 
toond,  0.  Elliott,  W.  H.  Raper,  £.  W.  Sehour  J.  M.  Trim- 
ble, J.  B.  Finley,  Z.  Gonnell,  E.  Thompson,  E.  Yoeum, 
W.  Runnells,  G.  Smith,  A.  BiUings,  J.  A*  Baugbman,  M. 
Simpson,  A.  Wiby,  £.  R.  Ames,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood, 
A.  Eddy,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Miteli- 
ell,  P.  Akers,  J.  Stsmper,  J.  Yancleve,  N.  O.  BenynMn, 
W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Berryman.  J.  M.  Jamesen,.  H.  a 


Baseom,  Vf,  6nnn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugb,  S.  Stevenson,  B.        Junoai  j 

T.  Crouch,  G:  W.  Bruab,  E.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  \ 

StringfieW,  R.  Paine,  J.  B:  MTerrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  ! 

Madden,  G.  W.  D.  Hatria,  S.  S.  Moodv,  W.  MTtfalian,  i 

T.  Jojmer,  J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  Ralcliflfe,  A.  Hunter,  L. 

Powler,  J.  ClaA,  W.  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J,  Lane, 

6.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Mumb,  J.  Boring,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Ham- 

ihon,  L.  Pierce,  G.  P.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks,  J.  W.  Glenn,  '    ; 

J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet,  W.  Capers,  W.  M.  Wight- 

nan,  C. Betts,  S.  Dun woSiy,  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson, P.  • 

Doub,  B.  T.  Blake,  J.  Earty,  L.  M,  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith, 

T.  Crowder,  H.  Slicer,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett, 

T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A.  Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G; 

Hildt,  J.  P,  Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  H.  White;  L  T. 

Cooper,  L.  ScoH,  W.  Cooper,  J.  S.  Porter,  T.  Neal,  T. 

Sovereign — 147. 

Nays — P.  P.  Sandford,  J.  Lovejoy,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  M»y»  «■  taw 
Comfort,  H.  F.  R«w,  D.  Holmes,  J.  Bain,  J.  H.  Power,    ••«*■***■ 
P.  Caitwrigbi,  A.  Griffith— 12. 

Adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  brother  Pickering. 

SATURDAY  AFTERNOON,  JUNE  8. 

Conf^ence  met  at  half-past  three  o'clock,  pursuairt  to 
adjournment,  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair,  and  was  opened  ,  :f 

with  religious  exercises  by  brother  Simpson. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpson,  G.  Peck  and  C.  Elliott  were  chanya  to  t^   ^ 
put  in  place  of  S.  OHii  and  L.  L.  Hamline,  on  the  select    ^H!^**'  ^ 
committee  of  three  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  action  of 
this  Conference  in  the  case  bf  Bishdp  Andrew.  '  '^ 

On  motion,  the  special  order  oi  business',  on  which  ^^^^  Jin.'Jf 
Conference  adjourned  this  morning,  was  resumed.  1^  rosumei. 

The  fimrth  resolution  of  the  report  of  the  select  com-  '^^^^^j^^^^r 
mittee  of  nine  waa  adopted.  tfon  aAptoA 

On  the /(/2Aresalotion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.'  nikh  xeMiattM 
It  was  adopted  by  one  hundred  and  fifiy^hree  yeas  to    "^^i***^ 
thirteen  nays.  .      •  .w. ./ 

Yeas— 'N.  Ba»gs,  P.  Ri«e,  J.  B.  Stratten,  F.  Reed,  S.  Yeas  y  Ma 
I>.  Ferguson,  S.  Martindale,  F.  Upham,  P.  Townsend, 
J.  Porter,  D.  S.  King,  P.  CrandaU,  C.  Adams,  G.  Pick-/ 
ering,  M.  Hill,  E.  Robinson,  D.  B;  Randall,  C.  W. 
Morse,  J.  Hobart,  H.  Nickerson,  6.  Webber,  E.  Scott,  S. 
Kelly,  J.  Perkins,  J.  G.  Dow,  J.  SpauWing,  C.  D.  Cai 
boon,  W.  D.  Cas8,T.  Seymour,  J,  M,  Wever,  J.  Corel," 
T.  Spicer,  J.  B.  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  G. 
Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde,  N.  Rounds,  D.  A.  Shepherd!,  B. 
Bowen,  G.  Filmore,  S.  Luokey,  A.  Steele,  F.  G.  Htbbard, 
S.  Seagec,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  AWerson,  J.  J/ 
Steadman,  G.  W.  Claik,  J.  aabiBum,  T.  Ooodwin^W. 


0h^  J^nud  qfCfm^nd  Cm^kme^  liM. 

iMt.  Humer^  H.  J.  Clark,  J.  Speacar,  a  ffliultt,  R.  B/vf^  S. 
WakefieM,  J.  Drammond,  C.  EUiett,  W.  H.  Raper»  E.  W. 
SehoQ,  J.  M.  Tximble,  J.  B.  Finle^,  Z.  GoonelU  £. 
ThompeoD,  A.  Poe^.  Yocsm,  W.  RunDelh,.  A.  BQlinga^ 
J«  A.  Baiighman,  M.  Simpson,  A*  Wiley,  E.  R.  Amet» 
C'  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A.  £ddy,  B.  Weed,  J.  Sindaif, 
H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  Mitohell,  P.  Akeif,  J.  Stamper,  J. 
YandeTe,  N.  G.  Benyman,  W.  W.  Redman,  J.  C.  Befw 
nrmaB,  J.  M.  Jameaoa,  H.  B.  Basoom,  W.  Gunn,  H.  H. 
KaTanaagh,  £.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  6*  W.  Brask^ 
E.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Striagfield,  R.  Paine,  J.  B. 
MTerrtn,  A.  L.  P-  Gteen,  T.  Madden,  G.  W.  D.  Harris, 
S.  S.  Moody,  W.  M'Makan,  T.  Joyner,  J.  C.  Pafker, 
W.  P.  Ratcliffo,  A.  Hunter,  L.  Fowler,  J.  Claik,  W. 
Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers,  W.  Mnr^ 
rah,  J.  Boring,  G.  Garrett,  J.  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  G.  P. 
'  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  £.  Efans,  A.  B. 
Longstreet,  W.  Capers,  W;  M.  Wigktman,  C.  Betta,  8. 
/  Dunwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  J.  Jameson,  P.  Donb,  J. 
Early,  L.  M.  Lee,  W.  A.  Smkh,  T.  Crowder,  H.  Slker, 
N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  C.  B.  Tippett,  T.  B.  Sargent,  J.  A. 
Collins,  J.  Davis,  J.  A.  Gere,  G.  Hildt,  J.  P.  Dmbin,  T. 
J.  Thompson,  H.  White,  L  T.  Cooper,  L.  Scott,  W. 
Cooper,  J.  S.  Porter,  T.  Neal,  T.  Sovereigii— 158. 

»gi  >  wi  sflh      Nats— p.  P.   Saadfeid,  J.  Lovejoy,  S.  Beaton,  H. 

"•**"'*^  Nickerson,  S,  Comfort,  H.  F.  Row,  D.  Holmes,  J.  H. 
Power,  P.  Cattwrigbt,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear,  J.  M.  Snyder, 

«  J.  Bain— 13. 

»«yy>«gt»      The  ^iA,  mmmiA,  mgkih,  aad  fiuiM  retokrtkas  wen 

vmA   iwoia.      To  the  tmUk  Tesoloiion  D.  B.  Randall  moved  ai&  amend* 
mSJS^St^  ment,  which  was  adc^ted,  and  is  incorporated  with  the 

resolution. 
^^U^JSmJa       The  «2euiiilA  and  em^  resohitions  were  adopted.    On 
motion,  the  order  of  the  eleventh  and  twelMi  resdmioiMi 
^  was  inverted,  so  aa  to  make  the  latter  sUnd  first. 
The  preamble  of  die  report  was  adopted. 
ftHaiiiiiiinii.       The  blank  in  the  seventh  resolution  was  filled  np  wiik 
i  '^thvee;^  and  N.  Bangs,  G.  Peek,  and  G.  Fiknore,  were 

appointed  commissioners  under  the  seventh  resolution. 
G.  Filmore  tendered  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted, 
and  J.  B.  Fiidey  appointed  in  his  jdace. 
J.  ably  to  iMT*      On  motion  of  W.  Winans,  the  Secretary  was  reqaeeted 
•  Mff-  t0  prepare  and  ftamish  to  J.  Eniy  a  copy  of  the  *'  Ded«r»* 

tion"  80  often  lelemrd  to,  and  of  the  report  kisi  adopted. 
B.  M.  Drake  ofi^red  a  teaokitieii,  whiim,  on  luotion, 
*  WIS  laid  OB  the  table. 

•  J.  Porter  moved  a  recensiderstion  of  tko  first  resokrtkm 
with  a  view  of  ofibring  a.  sabstitnte.  The  motion  lo  re* 
cnas^of  was  laid  on  tlw  laido. 


'    l%dfepo»lM.a«^»le'wa9«do|iled.    It  is  a»  Allows  :«^       ^'^^    \ 

^  Ths  seleci  committee  of  nine  to  ccobsider  and  teporl  ^^SlL£f  ^ 
OB  the  dedantioB  of  tlie  delegates  fhmi  the  Coofeteoees  utam^  m 
of  the  siavehoU^ag  states,  beg  leave  to  soboiit  the  follow*  ^^  ^ 
lag  report : 

«'  Whereas,  a  dKeciaration  hss  been  presented  to  ibit 
General  Cooference,  with  the  signataree  oiffif-0M  dele^ 
files  of  the  body,  from  thirteen  Anntnl  Conierences  in 
tm  s&aireholding  states,  represeating  that»  for  ▼arieos 
reasons  eamnerated,  the  ofajeots  and  purposes  of  iti<$ 
Christian  ministiy  and^  churoh  organixation  cannot  be 
snstessfiiliy  acceraptished  by  them  imder  the  jozssdictioil 
Hi  this  General  Conference  as  now  constitated ;  and 

"'  Whereas,  ia  the  event  of  a  separatum,  a  eonttngeao)^ 
to  which  the  declaration  asks  attention  as  not  iittptobaMei 
we  esteem  it  the  duty  of  this  Geneial  Confereaee  to  meet 
the  emergency  with,ChristiaB  kindness  and  the  strioteel 
equity;  therefore, 

^  Resolred,  by  the  defegates-  of  the  seTeral  Anttuit 
GbolBrences  in  General  Conference  assembled, 

"^l.  That,  should  the  Annual  Conferences  in  the 
daveholding  states  find  it  necessaiy  to  tioiie  it  a  die^ 
tinct  ecclesiastiGal  connection,  the  following  nrie  shaK 
be  observed  with  regard  to  the  northern  boundary  of  such 
oonnection  : — All  ^e  societies,  stations,  and  Confetences 
adhering  to  the  church  in  the  South,  by  a  vote  of  a  ma« 
jority  of  the  members  of  said  spcieties,  stations,  and  Con- 
ferences, shall  remain  under  the  unmolested  pastoral  care 
of  the  Southern  Church ;  and  the  ministeni  of  the  Metho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church  shall  in  no  wise  attempt  to  organ-^ 
ixe  churches  or  societies  within  the  limits  of  the  Church 
South,  nor  shaU  they  attempt  to  exercise  any  pastaial 
sprersight  therein;  it  being  understood  that  the  ministry 
9f  the  Sooth  reciprocally  dbserve  the  same  rule  in  rela- 
tion to  stations,  societies,  and  Conferences  adhering,  by 
vote  of  a  majority,  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ; 
provided  also,  that  this  rule  shall  apply  only  to  societies^ 
stations,  and  Conferences  bordering  on  die  line  of  divi^ 
sion,  and  not  to  interior  charges,  which  shall  in  aU  oases 
be  left  to  the  care  of  that  chnrdh  within  whose  temtory 
they  are  situated. 

^  2.  That  ministers,  k>cal  and  travelling,  of  every  gradst 
and  <^«e  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  may,  $m 
they  prefer,  remain  in  that  church,  or,  withooC  bkunsv 
attach  themselves  to  the  Church  South. 

"  3.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  all  the  Annual  Con^ 
ferences  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  we  re* 
oonmend  to  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  at  their  Arst  apN 
pioaching  sessions,  to  authorize  a  change  of  the  mm 
rsslrktive  artiole,  so  that  th»  first  chmse  shall  lead  Uuisf 
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*«n«t  of  th*  *  "^^  **"^  °***  appr«prikte  ^  prbdnoe  of  -Ae  B^ok 
oolunittee  of  Concern,  nor  of  tho  Chartered  Fund,  to  an^r  other  porpoee 

adopted.  superannuated^  and  wonirout  preachersi  their  wiTea,  wid* 

owe,  and  children,  and  to  such  other  purposes  as  may  be 
determined  upon  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference.' 

<*  4.  That  whenever  the  Ammal  Conferences,. by  a  vote 
of  three-fourths  of  all  their  members  votbg  on  the  third 
fesolnlion,  shall,  have  concurred  in  the  reoommendatioo 
to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  Agents  at  New« 
York  and  Cincinnati  shitll,  and  they  are  hereby  author* 
ized  and  directed  to  deliver  ovor  to  any  authorised  agent 
m  aj^intee  of  the  Church  South,  ehould  one  be  organ- 
ised, all  notes  and  book  accounts  against  the  ministers, 
ohurch  members,  or  citizens  within  its  boundaries,  with 
authority  to  collect  the  same  fior  the  sole  use  of  Uio 
Southern  Church,  and  that  said  AgenU  also  convey  to  the 
aforesaid  agent  or  appointee  of  the  South  all  the  real  estate, 
and  assign  to  him  all  the  property,  including  presses,  stock, 
and  all  right  and  interest  connected  with  the  printing  eetabi> 
lishments  at  Charleston,  Richmond,  and  Nashville,  which 
now  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  5.  That  when  the  Annual  Conferences  shall  have  v^ 
proved  the  aforesaid  change  in  the  sixth  restrictive  article, 
there  shall  be  transferred  to  the  above  agent  of  die  Souths 
em  Church  so  much  of  t^e  capital  and  produce  of  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  as  will,  with  the  notes,  boc^ 
a<ccounts,  presses*,  di;c.,  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution, 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  property  of  said 
Concern  that  the  travelling  preachers  in  the  Southern 
Church  shall  bear  to  all  the  travelling  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  the  division  to  be  made  on 
the  basis  of  the  number  of  travelling  preachers  in  th^ 
forthcoming  Minutes. 

"  6.  That  the  above  transfer  shall  be  in  the  form  %d 
annual  payments  of  $25,000  per  annum,  and  specifically 
in  stock  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  in  Southern  notes  and 
aoQonnts  due  the  estabtisboient,  and  accming  ailer  the 
fimt  transfer  mentioned  above;  and  until  the  payments 
are  made,  the  Southern  Church  shall  share  in  aU  the  nett 
profits  of  the  Book  Concern,  in  the  proportion  that  the 
amount  due  them,  or  in  arrears,  bears  to  aU  the  property 
of  the  Concern. 

"7.  That  Nathan  Bangs,  George  Peck,  and  James 
B.  Finley  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commis- 
sioners  to  act  in  concert  with  the^  same  number  of  com* 
■usioners  appointed  by  the  Southern  organisatioo, 
(tiiould  one  be  formed,)  to  estimate  the  amount  which 
wall  fall  due  to  ^  South  by  the  preceding  rule,  wdlo 
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lttf« ML  powento  catry  into  effect  the  whole  arnii|e- 
mento  propoead  with  regard  to  the  division  of  property^  ^mSmtttee  ^ 
ehonki  the  separation  take  ]4ace.    And  if  hy  any  means    ^fi^^  J^ 
a  vacancy  occurs  in  this  beud  of  commissioners)  the  Bodi    adopiad. 
Connnlttee  at  New* York  shaO  fill  said  Tacancy. 

"  8.  That  whenever  any  agents  of  the  Southern  Chmdi 
are  clothed  with  leeal  au&ority  or  corporate  power  to  act 
in  the  premises,  the  Agents  at  New-York  are  hereby 
anthorized  and  directed  to  act  in  concert  with  said  South- 
em  agents,  so  as  to  give  the  provisions  of  these  resolu- 
tions a  legally  binding  fbrce. 

"  9.  That  all  the  property  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  meeting-bouses,  parsonages,  colleges,  schools, 
Conference  funds,  cemeteries,  and  of  every  kind  within 
the  limits  of  the  Southern  organization,  shall  be  for  ever 
free  from  any  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of  the  Methodbt  .  ..  ' 
Episcopal  Church,  so  far  as  this  resolution  can  be  of 
force  in  the  premises. 

*'  10.  That  the  church  so  formed  in  the  South  shall 
hare  a  common  nght  to  use  all  the  copy-rights  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Book  Concerns  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati, 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement  by  the  commissioners. 
.11.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be  directed  to 
make  such  compensation  to  the  Conferenceq  South,  for 
their  dividend  from  the  Chartered  Fund,  as  the  commis- 
sioners above  provided  for  shall  agree  upon. 

''  12.  That  the  Bishops  be  respectfully  requested  to 
lay  that  part  of  this  report  requirinj^  the  action  of  the 
Annual  Conferences  before  them  as  soon  as  possible,  be* 
ginning  with  the  New- York  Conference.'' 

Conference  resolved  to  proceed  with  the  elections.  ' .  ^ 

Before  proceeding,  S.  Luckey  offered  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  they  hereby  are  Tims  of  •rdabi- 
respectfully  Tequested  to  ordain  the  Bishops  elect,  the    pjaiwyir  **^ 
Rev.   L.  L.  Hamline  and  Rev.  Edmund  S.'  Janes,  on 
Monday  next  at  eleven  o'clock,  in  this  church."  ^ 

In  the  order  determined  on  yesterday,  Conference  re*  '     . 

solved  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 
The  tellers  who  acted  yesterday  were  appointed  to  serve 
in  the  same  capacity  to-day. 

A  motion  to  call  the  roU,  and  let  every  one  vote  as  liis 
name  was  announced,  was  lost. 

On  the  first  ballot  George  Lane  was  elected'  principal  Book  Agnt  at 
Book  Agent  at  New-York,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.      ''«^-*"*- 

Conference  then  ballotted  for  principal  Book  Agent  at  Hgoir  Jttciir  af 
Cincinnati,  and  Leroy  Swonnstedt  was  duly  elected  by  a  ^*"*'*^- ,, 
majority  of  all  the  votes. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost.  ijMtant  Book 

The  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-'York  was  thtoMM    jSS!  *^ 


•M 


^«M^  '  '  Th^  sbBU  not  apprapritte  die  prbdnoe  of  -Ae  Bdok 
^gSftSL  ^  Conceniy  nor  of  the  Ohartered  Fund,  to  an^r  other  parpoee 
other  than  for  the  benefit  of  the  travelling,  enpemuineraryy 
raperannuated,  and  wonirout  preachers,  their  wives,  wid* 
ows,  and  children,  and  to  such  other  puiposes  as  may  be 
determined  upon  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference.' 

"  4.  That  whenever  the  Annnal  Conferences,  by  a  vote 
of  three-fourths  of  all  their  members  voting  on  the  third 
feeolntion,  shall,  have  concurred  in  the  reoommendatioD 
to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  Agents  at  New* 
Y<ffk  and  Cincinnati  ^hifU,  and  ihey  are  hereby  author^ 
ized  and  directed  to  deliver  over  to  any  authorized  agent 
Of  aj^intee  of  the  Church  Sonihr  should  one  be  organ- 
ized, kill  notes  and  book  accounts  against  the  ministers, 
church  members,  or  citizens  within  its  boundaries,  with 
authority  to  collect  the  same  for  the  sole  use  of  the 
Southern  Church,  and  that  said  Agents  also  convey  to  the 
aforesaid  agent  or  appointee  of  the  South  all  the  red  estate, 
and  assign  to  him  all  the  property,  including  presses,  stock, 
and  aU  right  and  interest  connected  with  the  printing  eetabi> 
lishments  at  Charieston,  Richmond,  and  Nashville,  which 
now  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

'*  5.  That  when  the  Annnal  Conferences  shall  have  ap> 
proved  the  aforesaid  change  in  the  sixth  restrictive  aitiehii 
there  shall  be  transferred  to  the  above  agent  of  the  South« 
em  Church  so  much  of  t^e  capital  and  produce  of  the 
Methodist  Book  Concern  as  will,  with  the  notes,  book 
accounts,  presses',  di;c.,  mentioned  in  the  last  resolution, 
bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  property  of  said 
Concern  that  tne  travelling  preachers  m  the  Southern 
Church  shall  bear  to  all  the  travelling  ministers  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  the  division  to  be  made  on 
the  baais  of  the  number  of  travelling  preadiers  in  th^ 
forthcoming  Minutes. 

"  6.  That  the  above  transfer  shall  be  in  the  form  <^ 
annual  payments  of  $25,000  per  annum,  and  specifically 
in  slock  oif  the  Book  Concern,  and  in  Southern  notes  and 
aooonnts  due  the  establishment,  and  accruing  after  the 
finst  transfer  mentioned  above  \  and  until  the  payments 
are  made,  the  Southern  Church  shall  share  in  aU  the  nett 
profits  of  the  Book  Concern,  in  the  proportion  that  the 
amount  due  them,  or  in  arrears,  bears  to  aU  the  property 
of  the  Concern. 

"7.  That  Nathan  Bangs,  George  Peck,  and  James 
B*  Finley  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commis- 
sioners  to  act  in  concert  with  the>  same  number  of  com* 
■usioners  appointed  by  the  Southern  organization, 
(ihould  one  be  formed,)  to  estimate  the  amount  which 
wall  foU  due  to  ^  Smith  by  the  preceding  rule»  and  to 


haJ9  Ml  powext  to  catry  into  effect  the  whole  amage-       ^umM, 
mente  preyed  with  regard  to  the  division  of  property,  ^SL^^ 
ehonki  the  separation  take  place.    And  if  hy  any  means    "^*^2|*^^     *f 
a  vacancy  occurs  in  thia  boaid  of  cdmmissionera,  the  Book    S^piad. 
Counnlttee  at  New- York  shaO  fill  said  vacancy. 

<*  8.  That  whenever  any  agents  of  the  Southern  Chnreb 
are  clothed  with  lefifd  authority  or  corporate  power  to  act 
in  the  premises »  the  Agents  at  New-York  are  hereby 
authorized  and  directed  to  act  in  concert  with  said  South- 
em  agents,  so  as  to  give  the  provisions  of  these  resolu- 
tions a  legally  binding  force. 

"  9.  That  all  the  property  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  meeting-bouses,  parsonages,  colleges,  schools,  . 
Conference  funds,  cemeteries,  and  of  every  kind  within 
the  limits  of  the  Southern  organization,  shall  be  for  ever 
free  from  any  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of  the  MethodbC  ',  .*  ] 
Episcopal  Church,  so  far  as  this  resolution  can  be  of 
force  in  the  premises. 

**  10.  That  the  church  so  formed  in  the  South  shaU 
have  a  common  right  to  use  all  the  copy-rights  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Book  Concerns  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati^ 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement  by  the  commissioners. 
.11.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  directed  to 
make  such  compensation  to  the  Conferenceq  South,  for 
their  dividend  from  the  Chartered  Fund,  as  the  commis- 
sioners above  provided  for  shall  agree  upon. 

"  12.  That  the  Bishops  be  respectfully  requested  to 
lay  that  part  of  this  report  requiring  the  action  of  the 
Annual  Conferences  before  them  as  soon  as  possible,  be** 
ginning  with  the  New-Yoric  Conference." 

Conference  resolved  to  proceed  with  the  elections.  •  ■  , 

Before  proceeding,  S.  Luckey  offered  the  following 
resolntion,  which  was  adopted. 

*'  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  they  hereby  are  TbM  of  ord«ta- 
respectfuUy  Tequested  to  ordain  the  Bishops  elect,  the    fejhojjj,  *** 
Rev.   L.  L.  Hamline  and  Rev.  Edmund  S.  Janes,  on 
Monday  next  at  eleven  o^clock,  in  this  church.''  ' 

In  the  order  determined  on  yesterday,  Conference  re«  '     . 

solved  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New-York. 
The  tellers  who  acted  yesterday  were  appointed  to  serve 
in  the  sam^  capacity  to-day. 

A  motion  to  call  the  roll,  and  let  every  one  vote  as  liis 
nam  J  was  announced,  was  lost. 

On  the  first  ballot  George  Lane  was  elected*  principal  SMk  Amt  at 
Book  Agent  at  New- York,  by  a  majority  of  all  the  votes.        *^"  ** 

Conference  then  ballotted  for  principal  Book  Agent  at  Hgoig  Jttciir  af 
Cincinnati,  and  Leroy  Swormstedt  was  duly  elected  by  tb  ^"***"' .  • 
majority  of  ail  the  votes. 

A  motion  to  ac^^ourn  was  lost. 


The  Assistant  Book  Agent  atNew-'York  was  thtoiMlff    y^ 
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*^  offeer  balkHted  for.  0&  tke  first  ballot  Aare  w&«  m 
choice.  Another  moiion  to  Bdjtnini  failed.  On  the  aeoondl 
ballot  Cbarlea  B.  Tippett,  by  a  majoritj  of  all  the  4rotes^ 
was  duly  elected  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-York« 

Conference  then  adjourned  with  the  benedietifia  by 
brother  Filmore. 


Jvneld. 


■lecclon  o(Am- 
ilalrat  Book 
Agwt  It  OiB- 


Sdltor  of  Qiiar- 


Bdttorof  Gbris- 
fiaii  AdTocate. 

CoiracMQiliBg 
SacreUty    of 
MIssioiuuT  So- 
ototy. 


Sdltar  of    Lar 
dloa^  R^wdto- 

OfW.CIulstiaa 
A/dhrocato. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  10. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  eight  o'cTock,  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair.  Religious  services  by  brother  J.  T. 
Peck. 

The  journal  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap* 
proved. 

The  business  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  reeumed,  and 
Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  for  Assistant  Book  Agent 
at  Cincinnati.  On  the  first  and  second  ballots  there  vrtm 
no  choice.  On  the  third  ballot  John  T.  Mitchell  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  votes. 

A  motion  to  elect  the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
by  nomination  and  count  was  lost.  A  ballot  was  made» 
and  George  Peck  was  duly  elected,  by  a  majority  oC  votes. 
Editor  of  Quarterly  Review  and  Books  of  the  General 
Catalogue* 

Thomas  E.  Bond  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal  at  New-York. 

On  the  first  ballot  for  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
there  was  no  choice.  Oa  the  second  ballot  Charles  Pit* 
man  was  duly  elected  by  a  m^rity  of  the  votes. 

Edward  Thompson  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the 
Ladies'  Repository  at  Cincinnati. 

Charles  Elliott  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  the 
Western  Christian  Advocate. 

William  Nast  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  the 
Christian  Apologist. 

George  Coles  was  nominated  and  elected  Assistant 
Edited  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  at  New- , 
Yorit. 

Cmiference  resolved  that  when  we  adjourn  it  be  lo 
meet  at  half-past  three  o'clock. 

P.  CrandaU  asked  for  leave  of  absence.  Leave  was 
not  granted.  * 

J.  Spencer  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  on  motion 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  J.  Early  the  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended, the  hoar  for  ordaining  the  Bishops  elect  having 
arrived. 

Brothers  Hamline  and  Janes,  the  Bishops  elect,  were 
i9Tite4>to  chairs  in  fi^ost  of  the  altar;  the  former  sitting 
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between  bioibors  Pickeriag  and  Filmore,  ui^  the  latter    ^  J«m  ». . 
between  brothers  L.  Pierce  and  Capers.  * 

The  Golleet  and  Epistle  were,  read  by  Bishop  Waugh, 
the  Gospel  by  Bishop  Morris,  and  the  qoesltons  andfvsjr* 
era  by  Bishops  Sonle  aad  Hedding. 

Brother  HsmMne  was  presented  by  brothers  Piekerins  <Mi^ 
and  Filmete,  and  brother  Janes  by  brothers  Pierce  aiid  JJJjJSj 
Capers. 

'  The  imposition  of  hands  was  by  ibie  four  Bi^iops,  Soale, 
Heddiagy  Waugh,  and  Morris. 

Thns  Leonidas  Lent  Hunline,  and  Bdmund  Storer 
Janes,  were  sdemnly  ordained  Superintendents  or  Bishops 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Bishop  Wan^  again  took  the  chair,  and  business  was  (Mm  of  iwMi- 
resnmed.  On  motion  of  J.  Early,  Conlerence  resoired  to  "*"  w«mm4. 
proceed  to  elect  the  Editors  of  the  Richmond,  Sonthem, 
Booth- Western,  Pittsbnrg,  and  Northern  Christian  Advo* 
cates,  by  nomination ;  it  being  agreed  that  where  more 
than  one  nominatioB  was  made  the  election  shoidd  be  by 
ballot. 

•   For  the  Riehmond  Chriscian  Advocate,  Leroy  M.  Le^  Bditor  or  ajoiH 
and  Edmund  W.  Sehon  were  put  in  nomination.    On  the    S^fAdtSto. 
CiBt  ballot  there  was  no  election.     Onr  the  second  battot 
Leroy  M.  Lee  receiyed  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  and 
^     elected  Editor  at  Richmond. 


W.  M.  Wightman  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  ^  ^^^ 
the  ISoothem  Christian  Advocate.  ""  Aavoc«#. 

J.  B.  M'Ferrin  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  ^Sj^^^^^S!'^ 
the  SooOt- Western  Christian  Advocate.  *  c.JJ^™^*''*" 

William  Hamer  waa  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  ^i^^^  "»»• 
the  Pittsburg  Christian  Advocate.  bonAdwcta. 

A  motion  to  go  into  the  election  of  Editor  of  the  Snn- 
day«School  Advocate  and  Books  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Nelson  Rounds  was  nominated  and  elected  Editor  of  ^^^aSSSti 
Ae -Northern  Christian  Advocate.  Adroc«te. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  -which  it  was  deter- 
mined to  have  a  Sunday-school  Editor  waa  laid  on  the 
laUe. 

A.  L.  P.  Green  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  ^JKS!SSt  m^ 
mle  of  Discipline  by  which  an  Assistant  Editor  of  the  torofG.A.wd 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  at  New- York  was  ap-  ncouddQraii^ 
pointed.  The  previous  question  was  moved,  and  the  call  ^  '  ^  *" 
was  sustained.    The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

While  thia  was  nnder  discussion,  a  motion  to  prdong 
the  session  thirty  minutes,  and' another  to  extend  it  ten 
minutes,  were  k)st. 

The  hour  having  arrived,  Conference  adjourned,  after 
prayer  by  brother  G.  Smith,  %6  meet  again  at  half-paal 
dtfee  oVlocA:. 
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Conference  met  at  half-paet  three  o'clock.    ReUgknie 
exercises  by  brother  TrimUe. 
The  jonmal  of  the  moniing  was  read  and  approved. 
futMa  doiiiB       W«  W.  Redman  moved  that  the  Book  Agents  pay  to  W. 
toW.p»fttn.    Piston  the  sum  of  fifteen  doHam,  for  expenses  incuned 

by  his  illness :  carried. 

<Mar  of  bMi-       Conference  resumed  the  bosiness  on  which  it  adjourned, 

MM  rMoiMd.  ^^  consideration  of  the  rule  appointing  an  Assistant  Edi» 

tor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Jbomal.   J.  Ealrly  moved 

to  reconsider  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 

Concern,  providing  for  an  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Chris* 

tian  Advocate  and  Journal.    On  motion  this  was  Udd  on 

the  taUe.    J.  Eaily  moved  to  suspend  the  fifteenth  nde, 

to  entertain  a  motion  so  to  alter  the  Discipline  as  to  dis* 

pense  with  the  office  of  Assistant  Editor  of  the  Christiaa 

Advocate  and  Journal :  lost. 

BMtgofSira-       On  motion.  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  fi>r  an  Edi^ 

jiv-8ebodiKd-  ^^  ^^  ^^  Sunday-School  Advocate  and  Sabbath-School 

Books.    On  canvassing  the  vol^,  it  appeared  that  no  can- 

;    ^  didate  had  received  a  maiority  of  all  the  votes.    Amotion 

was  adopted  to  make  this  election  by  nomination  and 

rising  vote.     Daniel  P.  Kidder  was  then  nominated  and 

elected  Editor  of  the  Sunday-School  Advocate  and  Sain 

bath-School  Books. 

J.  Porter  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted :— ' 
**  Resolved,  That  the  Conference  proceed  to  fix  the 
place  of  the  next  Conference,  and  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  estimate  the  salaries  of  the  Agents  and  Editors  ap- 
pointed by  the  Conference,  in  the  OTder  above  stoled.'' 
Ptaceof  boMiDf       Conference  proceeded  to  fix  the  place  of  the  session  of 
nTconferaace!  the  next  Conference.     Invitations  were  received  from 
Pittsburg,  Philadelphia,  Balunore,  St.  Louis,  New^-York, 
and  Louisville.     On  a  ballot  for  the  place  of  the  neH 
General  Conference,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  was  selected  by  a 
minority  of  votes. 

The  Committee  to  make  the  Estimates  for  the  Expenses 
of  4he  Book  Agents  and  Editors  for  New- York  was  made 
to  consist  of  five.    A  committee  of  five  wa*  also  appointed 
for  the  ofllce  in  Cincinnati 
ifewYork.  CoMMiTTEB  FOR  New-York,— A.  Grifiith,  P. P.  Sattd-; 

ford,  L  Winner,  J.  Porter,  N.  Bangs. 

aaOamtH.  OoMillTTBB    FOR   CINCINNATI. — ^E.   W.    SohoU,    B.   T. 

Crouch,  J.  B.  Finley,  P.  Certwright,  W.  H.  Raper. 
oihflrpiaeN.  "Resolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the 

several  Advocates  be  the  committees  for  estimating  the 
e3q>ettses  of  the  dififerent  Editors.* 

P.  Rice  moved  a  reconsideration  of  so  mndli  of  the  ie« 
|KMrt  on  Boundaries  as  relates  to  Texas :  lost. 
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A.  Wii«y  dTerad  the  followin'f  resdlotioti^  which  was       ionfl  lo. 
adopted  :-^ 

"  Resolred,  That  all  officers  appointed  l^  thia  €tenerii  oeneniconfer- 
Conference  be  required  to  present  and  exhibit  to  the  next  £?^>^i,S3S"" 
General  Conference  the  amount  received  by  them  for  S2*°£j^***^ 
salaries  and  travelling  expenses. 

"A.  Wiley, 

"C.W.MORSB." 

'  £.  Bowen  inored  the  following  amendment  to  the  Dis>  ciumf«  in  Dto- 
apline»  which  was  adopted : —  dfOm. 

<*  Resolved,  That  part  2,  sec.  8,  par.  17,  page  199,  be 
imended  by  striking  out  the  word  <  and'  before  '  Pittsborg,* 
said  inserting  after  it  the  words  '  and  Auburn.'  And  in  the 
sMue  paragraph,  after  the  word  'establishments,'  the  foh- 
lowing  words  a^all  be  added—**  but  in  case  of  the  NorA- 
em  Christian  Advocate,  the  Publishing  Committee  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  Oneida,  Genesee,  and  Black  River 
Conferences ;  and  shall  consist  of  two  members  from  each 
of  theso  Conferences.' " 

vAnd  that  the  delegates  of  the  three  Cooferences  be 
snthorized  to  appoint  said  committee  until  the  Conferenoes 
alb^said  shall  hold  their  next  annual  sessions. 
.    G.  W.  Clark  offered  the  following  resolutions  :«-* 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  ^^^t^tSm^ 
Conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  we  iMirteUon. 
lecommend  the  alteration  or  changing  of  the  fourth  re* 
striction,  chapter  1 ,  section  3,  of  the  Discipline,  so  far  as 
Ao  admit  of  the  following  change  in  the  General  Rules,  viz. : 
lor  the  present  rule  on  spirituous  liquors  to  substitute  Mr. 
Wesley's  original  rule,  which  is  in  the  f<41owiog  WMds : 
*  Dnmkennsssy  buying  or  selling  spirituous*  liquors^  or 
drinksBg  them,  unless  in  oases  of  extreme  necessity.' 

**2.  Resolved,  That  th^  Bishops  be,  and  hereby  are  re^ 
^piested  to  present  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  each 
of  the  Annual  Conferences  at  their  next  sessions,  and  so 
soon  as  it  is  ascertained  that  three-fourths  of  the  members  •   . 

of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  who  shall  be  present  and 
vote  on  the  recommendation,  concur  in  it,  the  alleratioQ 
ahall  take  ef  ect. 

"G.  W.Ceaek, 
"J.  J.  Stbadmah*" 

-.  For  the  above  resolutions,  99  voted  in  the  affirmative,  vou  oa  Um 

and  33  in  the  negative.  •'*^- 

J.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

**  Resolved,  That  it  shall  require  two-thiiAs  of  all  the  R«aoiiitkNi  da- 

iMmbers  elect  of  the  General  Conlerence  to  make  a  con-  SSnrrHntL 

siitational  majority  to  recommend  to  alter  the  restrictive  jjSfcS^B 

ndes."  nk.. 


Jan*  Id.  X  jiiig  ^1^  rejected,  5d  roting  in  the  afirmattTe,'  and  90 
in  the  negative.  The  question  was  taken  by  yaas  9tA 
naye  as  Mlowe  :^^ 

Tms.  Yba0 — Benton,  J.  Porter,  Ninde,  Htbbmrd,  Sdion,  N. 

O.  Benyman,  Redman,  Bascom,  Ounn,  Kavanaiigh,  8C4h 
venaon,  Crouch,  S.  Patton,  Stringfieid,  MTernn,  Ch-eeo, 
Madden,  Harris,  Joyner,  Parker,  Ratcliffe,  Drake,  Lane, 
Murrab,  Boring,  Garrett,  L.  Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans, 
Longstreet,  Capers,  Wightman,  Betts,  Dunwody,  J.  Jame- 
ann,  Doixb,  Blake,  Eariy,  Lee,  W.  A.  Smith,  Ciowder,  Gnf- 
fith.  Bear,  Morgan,  Sargent,  CoUias,  Grere,  Hildt,  Daitio^ 
Neal-^-52- 

'Nays.  NxYs — Bangs,  Carpenter,  G.  Peck,  Stmtten,  Swadfeidt 

F.  Bfeed,  Ferguson,  Mairtindale,  Lovejoy,  Upham,  Towop 
«e|id.  King,  Graiidall,  Pickering,  Hill,  E.  Robtnaon,  Ra»> 
daH,  Morse,  Hobairt,  NidLerson,  Webber,  £.  Scott,  KeUy, 
Perkins,  Dow,  Spanlding,  Gaboon,  Cass,  Wever,  Covel, 
^tcer«  Cdenian,  Hooghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck, 
A.  AdMns,  Baker,  Snyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Row,  Bowen, 
Holmes,  Filmore,  Luckey,  Seager,  AbeU,  Hoemer,  Alver* 
eon,  Steadman,  Bairn,  G.  W.  Clark,  J.  Robinson,  Good* 
win,  W.  Hunter,  H.  Speaeer,  &  Elliott,  Boyd,  Drufl»- 
mond,  C.  Elliott,  Raper,  Finley,  Connell,  Power,  Fna, 
Yocum,  G.  .Solith,  Bangfaman,  Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames^ 
Eddy,  Weed,  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  Mitchell,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Vaadeve,  J.  M.  Jameson,  A.  Hunter,  Wiaaas, 

G,  F.  Pierce,  Slicer,  White,  W.  Cooper,  Whuer,  J.  a 
Porter,  Shaw,  SoTereign^-90. 

BueoB>Biettw      Bishop  Sottle  presented  a  letter  from  H.B.Ba8eon^  in  be* 

to  bi!|^?iii  ^^  ^^^  ^®  southern  deletions,  and  brethren  signing  the 

cMuhBctian       PitMoal  of  the  minority,  which  Dr.  Bascom  presented  and 

S!£  ^  '^  read  on  Thureday  6th  last.    It  was  addressed  to  Bishops 

Soule,  Hedding,  Waugh,  and  Morris.     It  wae  read,  and 

ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  jonraal  immediately  after 

the  Protest,  and  piinted  in  connection  with  it.    (See  Api^ 

pendiz,  Dee.  I.) 

Bapivtor  the     :    J«  P-  Durbin,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  prepare  a 

*  ^JirariMM  to^  Matement  of  the  (acts  connected  with  the  proceedings  in 

idiDfi  in  the  eaoe  of  Bishop  Andrew,  presented  and  read  the  report 

^  ^^       of  said  committee.     E.  R.  Ames  moved  that  the  lepovt  ef 

the  Committee,  be  entered  on  the  journal,  and  printed. 

li  waa  on  motion  resolved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we 
adjourn  to  meet  at  half-past  eight  o'clock  this  evening. 

After  the  benediction  by  bfother  Griffith,  Conference 
adjourned.  ^ 

MONDAY  NIGHT,  JUNE  10. 

.   Omferenee  met»  aeeoid&ng  ,to  adjournment,  at  half-peel 
ei^  o'clock;  Bishop  Waogh  in  the  chair,  and  was  < 
with  religious  exercises  by  brother  Houghtaling. 
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Tbe  jdvnwl  of  this .  sflemDon  was  read  and  con- 
finned. 

A  niotioo,  by  N.  Bangs,  to  lay  on  the  table,  for  tbe  pre- 
aent,  the  resolution  of  E.  R.  Ames,  to  record  and  print 
the  report  which  was  nnder  discussion  at  the  ajdoumnient^ 
was  rejected.  The  discussion  was  resnmed,  and,  aftofr 
some  time  had  elapsed,  J.  Perkins  moved  the  prenoos 
question.  The  c^ll  was  sustained.  The  yeas  and  nays 
were  demanded,  and  ordered  by  the  number  deemed  re^ 
qmsite.    The  call  was  made  by  the  Secretary,  and  U6 

▼oted  in  farour  of  the  resolution  to  record  and  print  the   

report,  and  26  against  it.  ^TadtiteC 

Ybas— ^Banga,  Rice,  G.  Peck,  Stratten,  Sandford,  F.  ^•^^""^St 
Reed,  Ferguson,  Martindale,  Lovejoy,  Upham,  Bentoo,  iSf  i«pwt: 
Townsend,  J.  Portor,  Pickering,  Hill,  £.  Robinson,  Ho-  ' 
ban,  Niokersoo,  £.  Scott,  Kelly,  Perkins,  Dbw,  Cass, 
Spanlding,  Gaboon,  Seymour,  Wever,  Covel,  Spicer,  Cole- 
man, Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck,  A.  D.  Peck,  A.  Adaoii^ 
Baker,  Ninde,  $nyder,  Comfort,  Rounds,  Shepherd,  Row, 
Bowen,  Holmes,  Filniore,  Luckey,  Steele,  Seager,  AbeO, 
Hosmer,  Alverson,  Steadnian,  Bain,  O.  W.  Claik,  J. 
Robinson,  W.  Hunter,  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  Boyd,  Drum- 
imond,  a  Elliott,  Raper,  Sehon,  Trimble,  Coni^,  E. 
ThompiBOtt,  Power,  Pee,  Yocom,  Runnells,  G.  Smith,  Bil- 
liogs,  Baughman,  Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames,  Ruter,  Eddy, 
Weed,  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  Mitchell,  Cartwriffht,  Vaa- 
ieleve,  J.  M.  Jiameson,  Bascon,  Kavanan^  Crouch,  Brush, 
;Sevier,  Patton,  Strinfffield,  Paine,  M'Ferrin,  Parker,  A-, 
^miter,  Fowlar,  Drne,  Lane,  Hamilton,  L.  Pierce,  W. 
A.  Smith,  Wightman,  Walker,  Slicer,  Griffith,  Bear,  Mor- 

fin,  Sargent,  Collins,  Gere,  Durbin,  White,  Winner,  J.  8. 
orter,  Shaw,  NeaU-1 16. 

NATs-*^Ring,  Randall,  Morse,  Webber,  Redman,  Her*        Vt^B. 
ris,  M'Mahan,  Joyner,  Ratcliffe,  Boring,  Garrett,  G.  F. 
Pierce,  Parks,  Glenn,  Evans^  Longstreet,  Betts,  Dun- 
wody,  J.  Jameson,  Doub,  Blake,  Eariy,  Crowder,  Hildt, 
W.  Cooper,  Sovereign-^26. 

So  the  report  ^by  the  above  TOte  was  ordered  to  be 
•entered  on  the  Journal,  and  printed.    (See  Appendis,      ^ 
Doc.K.) 

On  motion  of  A.'L.  P.  Gfeen,  the  report  oi  thewioet 
•oomraittee  tm  a  more  efficient  and  uniftnrm  plan  of  raising 
ntioRoy  for  nnsBiooarry  pirpoees  was  caHed  op.  Tho'xv- 
port  was  read,  and,  en  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  adopted*  Et 
is  ae  follows  >^    ^ 

**  The  Gommitbee  io  whort  was  referred  the  suk^t  of 
dorising  some  more  efficient  and  uniform  plani  of  raising 
money  for  missionary  purposes,  after  having  faAcen  the 
mi^ct  into  consideration,  beg  leave  to  sobmit  tho  ki- 
iOwittg4-^ 
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^^^^  <'  L  We  recomiBend,  Ihttt  witfaiB  tlie  bounds  of  Oftcb 

^fof^S^'^  Annual  Conference  there  shall  he  established  a  Conferenoo 
■fonary  fumit.  Mnsionary  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Missiooary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  branches,  under 
imch  regulations  as  the  Conferences  respectively  shall 
|iroschbe.  Eachr  Conference  Missionary  Society  shall 
annually  transmit  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Parent  Society  a  copy  of  its  Annual  Report,  embracing  the 
c^ralion  of  its  branches,  and  shall  also  notify  the  Trssr ' 
^arer  of  the  amount  collected  in  aid  of  the  missionary 
cause,  which  amount  shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  tho 
Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Society. 

"2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Aittual  Conference  to 
appoint  some  month  within  the  Conference  year,  in  which 
missionary  collections  shall  be  taken  up  Within  their  re- 
spective bounds,  and  also  tp  make  such  arrangements 
concerning  branch  societies  as  may  be  deemed  ezpe** 
liait. 

"  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presiding  Elders  to  bring 
fhe  subject  of  our  missions  before  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference  of  each  circuit  and  station  within  their  dia* 
tricts,  as  early  in  the  Conference  year  as  may  be  practkah 
i  ble,  and  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  shall  proceed 
to  appoint  a  committee  of  not  less  than /!o0,  nor  more  than 
nine  J  all  of  whom  shall  be  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
.whose  duty  it  shaU  be  to  aid  the  PresidiAg  Elder  and 
preacher  ia  charge,  in  raising  Missionary  Societies,  taking 
up  collections,  and  in  any  ouer  way  which  the  Quartedy 
Meeting  Conference  may  judge*  necessary  for  the  purpose 
of  raising  missionary  funds ;  such  as  having  sermons 
9  preached,  or  lectures  delivered,  on  the  subject  of  missions, 

•and  the  establishing  of  missionary  prayer  meetings,  for 
die  prosaotion  of  the  cause. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preachers  in  charge  of 
circuits  aad  stations  to  organize  one  or  more  Missionary 
Societies  in  their  respective  charges,  if  it  should  be  prac- 
ticable ;  to  hear  any  name  which  the  societies  may  choose: 
.jpQvided  always  that  these  jaocieties  shall  be  auxiliary  to 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  which 
aaeh  charges  may  belong,  and  shall  be  g^emed  by  such 
rules  and  reguUtions  as  the  Annual  Conference  may  p»^ 
soribe.  It  shdll  also  be  their  duty  to  lake  up,  or  cause  to 
6e  taken  up,  a  missionary  collection  in  each  and  eveiy 
congregation  within  their  respective  charges,  at  such  lime 
us .  may  be  fixed  on  by  the  Annual  Conferenee.  It  shall 
be  their  duty»  further,  to  appoint,  in  every  class  withim 
their  oharges,  a  miasionary  coUedor,  who  shall  keep  a 
beokyin  whichshallbeenrolledtheaaniesof  all  themeai> 
hers  of  the  claas,  and  shall  collect  from  each  meoiber  who 
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may  feel  disposed  so  to  contribute,  at  the  rate  of  one  cent       ^*"»  ^• 
per  we^k,  or  fifty  cents' per  year ;  and  shall  pay  over  the  ^^Si^^ 
soms  so  collected  to  the  preacher  in  charge,  at  or  before    t^oony  fimdBw 
the  last  quarterly  meeting  in  the  Conference  year,  and  the 
preacher  in  charge  shall  transmit  the  same  to  the  Annual 
Conference,  together  ^ith  such  sums  as  may  have  been 
collected  by  him  from  the  congregations,  as  well  as  all 
sums  received  from  branch  societies,  or  otherwise,  all  of 
which  shall  be  reported  in  writing. 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Confer- 
enoes,  from  time  to  time,  to  fill  up  vacancies  which  may 
occur  in  the  Missionary  Committee,  which  committee 
shall  have  the  right  to  a  seat  in  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference,  during  its  action  on  the  subject  of  missions, 
hot  at  no  other  time. 

'*  6.  In  order  to  keep  up  such  Missionary  Societies  as 
may  be  established,  it  shall  be  the  dut^  of  the  Missionary 
Committee  to  use  their  best  efiTorts  to  hold,  at  least  once^ 
year,  a  meeting  of  the  Missionary  Society  within  the 
charge  to  which  they  may  belong;  in  doing  which  they 
shall  have  the  aid  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  and  also 
of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Confecence,  if  need  be. 

''7.  It  will  be  expected  that  in  the  examination  in  the 
AiiBual  Conference,  a  reference  will  be  had  to  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duty  of  preachers  on  this  subject,  in 
the  passage  of  character. 

"  A.  L.  P.  Greew,  Chairman:' 

"  Your  committee  would  recommend,  should  this  report  V^"^^'^ 
he  adopted,  that  it  should  stand  in  our  Discipline  in  the    ^'^'^ 
following  order :  let  these  articles  come  in  first  under  the 
head  '  Support  of  Missions,'  sec.  6,  page  178.' 

'*  The  first  article  in  this  report  is  the  third  article  under 
the  head  'Support  of  Missions/  which  we  propose  to 
adopt  as  the  first ;  and  let  the  first  and  second,  as  now 
found  in  the  Discipline,  follow  these  articles,  which  will 
naake  them  the  eighth  and  ninth  articles;  and  that  th^ 
other  articles  in  the  chapter  follow  in  their  order,  except 
the  eighth  and  ninth  articles,  which  we  recommend  to  be 
vtripken  out  of  the  Discipline. 

*'  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

••  A.  L.  P.  Grben,  Chairman.'' 

On  motion  of  J.  Early,  a  committee  of  three,  to  super-  committee  oa 
intend  the  publication  of  a  revised  edition  of  the  Disci-    Siki^£°  ^ 
]^ne,  was  ordered.     Drs.  Peck,  Bangs,  and  Bond  were 
nominated,  and  appointed  said  committee. 

J.  Early  offered  the  following,  which,  on  motion,  was 
laid  on  the  table : — 

''Kesolved,  That  in  t&e  event  of  an  organisation  of  n 
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Southern  Cfamrch,  the  Liberia  Miasioii  CoDfereiiee   he 
placed  in  connection  with  said  Somhem  Chorch." 

On  motion  of  L.  Pierce,  the  report  of  the  Comnaittec  ob 
the  Bible  Cause  vaa  taken  np,  read,  and  its  resolatioiia, 
from  the  first  to  the  fourth,  adopted,  as  follows : — 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  we  have  entire  confidence  in  the 
wisdom,  integrity,  and  efficiency  of  the  American  BiftAe 
Society. 

'*  2.  That  as  a  General  Conference  we  fully  approve  of 
the  catholic  spirit  and  plan  of  the  society. 

**  3.  That  as  a  General  Conference  we  earnestly  recooi* 
mend  to  all  the  Annual  Conferences  a  zealous  co-open^ 
tion  with  the  American  Bible  Society  in  giving  the  Htdy 
Scriptures  as  speedily  as  possible  to  all  the  world. 

"  4.  That  the  Discipline,  chapter  1 ,  section  3,  question 
17,  be  so  altered  as  to  read  thus :  '  What  has  been  con- 
tributed for  the  support  of  missions  T  What  for  the  pub- 
lication of  tracts  and  Sunday-school  books  ?  And  whal 
to  aid  the  American  Bible  Society  and  its  auxiliaries  ?' 
'^  All  which  is  re8|)ectiully  submitted, 

*'L.  Pierce,  ChairnumJ* 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  Rejected. 

The  report,  sa  a  whole,  was  adopted.  (See  Appendix; 
Doc.  .    .) 

The  following,  respecting  Bishop  Hedding,  was  adopi- ' 
ed: — 

"  Whereas  Bishop  Hedding  has  signified  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  his  doubts  whether  he  will  be  able  to  do 
all  the  work  of  an  effective  Superintendent  during  the 
four  years  to  come ;  therefore 

"  Resolved,  That  he  be  not  required  to  do  more  than  ' 
in  his  judgment  he  shall  be  able. 

"  S.  LucKsr, 
«  G.  Peck." 


The  following  resolution  was  presented,  and,  on  au^ 
tion,  laid  on  the  table  :-— 

"  Resolved,  That  by  the  vote  taken  to-night  on  the  le* 
port  of  the  committee  appointed  on  Friday  last  to  prepare 
a  statement  of  facte  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  this 
General  Conference  has  virtually  adopted  that  report. 

••  G.  F.  Pierce, 
«•  W.  A.  Smtth.'^ 


W.  M.  Wightman  offered  the  resdlution  following 
Motions  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and  indefinitely  to  postpone 
it,  were  rejected.    It  was  adopted,  viz. : — 

^  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  superintendent  of  the 
to  ihe  oolottred  people  in  the  South  Carolina, 
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Cteorgia,  and  Alsbama  Conferences,  to  be  appointed  bf 
the  ^afaop  presiding  in  those  Conferences.  Ajad  it  shaU 
be  his  duty  to  serve  the  interests  of  diose  missions  by 
travelling  extensively  among  them,  advising  the  mission- 
aries, making  collections,  and  promoting  to  the  utmost  of 
bis  power  the  most  efficient  prosecution  and  extension  of 
the  worL  >  His  subsistence  and  travelling  expenses  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  missionary  cqnmiittee  of  these  Con* 
wrences  concuirently." 

A  motion  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Connnittee  on  a 
Course  of  Study  for  Licentiates  was  rejected. 

On  motion,  the  chairman  ai  the  Committee  on  Educa- 
tion was  requested  to  present  his  report.  U.  B.  Bascom 
presented  and  read  the  report.  The  rBsoIution  appended, 
«nd  the  preamble,  were  adopted.  The  resolution  is  as 
Ikdiows: — 

"Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  seven!  Annual  B«portmBdii> 
Conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  ^^^ 
onta  a  DBore  digible  sjrstem  of  eottegtate  and  academic 
instruction  can  be  adopted  and  carried  into  eflact,  it  is 
urgently  recommended  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and 
ihm  church  at  large,  to  prosecute,  with  vigour  and  perse- 
verance, the  enterprise  and  interests  of  education  as  now 
.existing  in  the  chmrch." 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  following  was  added : —      Admou^tmo- 
.    "  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  be    '^**- 
^ected  to  plead  in  behalf  of  the  cause  of  education.'' 

H.  Slicer  offered  the  following  resolutions,  whieh  were 
•greed  to  by  a  unanimous  rising  vote  :^- 

"1.  Resolved,  1*1181  the  thanks  of  this  Conferenee  ar»  Thtatatotm 
due,  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  the  principal  Secretary,    ••«"*«»*^ 
T.  B.  Sargettt,  and  to  his  assistants,  J.  B.  Houghtaling, 
W.  Kenny,  and  Y.  Buck,  for  ihe  v«ry  able  and  faithful 
manner  in  which  they  have  discha^d  their  arduous  duties 
to  this  body. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  this  Conference  higUy  appreciate  ^S^SiffJ^ 
Ae  hospitality  of  those  citizens  of  New-Yoik  who  Imve 
«o  kin^y  entertained  the  members  of  the  (general  Con- 
ference during  their  protracted  stay  in  ibis  city. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  die  above  resolutions  be  published 
in  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal ;  and  that  the 
second  be  read  from  the  pdpito  of  New-York  and  Bnxikr 
\jn  on  Sabbath  next." 

•  W.  A.  SnHth  presented  and  read  his  protest  agaiusf  the 
decision  of  this  Conforenoe  on  the  appeal  of  Francis  A. 
^Harding  frem  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Confer^ 
ence,  and  asked  leave  to  have  his  protest  recorded.  Thie 
chair  decided  tiiat  the  person  presenting  a  pretest  is 
entided  in  the  psrrilege  of  having'it  i«corded.  From  this 
decision  J.  A.  Collins  appealed.    On  putting  the  appeal 
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Ani0  M.       to  vote,  the  opinion  of  the  chair  was  reyersed*    On  msh 
%£tew^t^  tfon,  the  protester  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  protest. 

On  motion  of  S.  Luckey  and  S.  Martindide,  the  follow- 
ing direction  was  agreed  to  :^- 
^•atan^*****      Resolred,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  here- 
'*^'  .by  are  directed  to  pay  brother  P.  P.  Sandford  the  amoont 

of  his  sahuy  until  the  close  of  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence. 
Book  Com.  ikt  J.  P.  Doibin  announced  that  in  conformity  with  a  ore* 
Now-Toik.  j^Q^  resolution  of  this  Conference,  the  delegation  nom 
the  Philadelphia  Conference,  on  their  part,  had  appointed 
James  Massey  and  John  Ktonaday  members  of  the  Book 
Committee  at  New-York. 

J.  K.  Shaw,  for  the  NewJersey  Conference,  annonnced 
that  the  delegates  had  appointed  Isaac  A¥inner  and  Wil* 
liam  Roberts,  on  the  part  of  that  Conference,  members  of 
the  Book  Comnuttee  at  New- York. 
BMk^  Con.  fti  E.  R.  Ames,  for  the  Indiana  delegation,  annouaeed  thai 
*"'*  Allen  Wiley  and  Augnstos  Eddy  were  appointed  members 
of  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati,  on  behalf  of  the 
Indiana  Conference. 

B.  T.  Crouch,  for  the  Kentucky  Conferen<ie  delegation, 

ta,re  notice  that  John  C.  Harrison  and  Hubbud  H. 

Eavanaugh  had  been  chosen,  on  the  part  of  the  Kentucky 

Conference,  members  of  the  Book  Committee  at  Cin- 

**     cinnati. 

J.  M.  Trimble,  for  the  Ohio  Conference  delegatioto, 

announced  that  Michael  Marley  and  George  W.  Walker 

were  chosen,  in  behalf  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  members 

of  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 

Agmttto  c«u  &      On  motion,  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincin- 

iK5?%J?J3l!  nati  were  authorized  to  call  together  in  those  places  the 

Cml  respective  Book  Conunittees,  as  early  as  the  Agents  deem 

it  necessary  to  have  such  a  meeUng. 
AjlVMi^of  J.        On  motion  of  C.  Betts,  the  appeal  of  Jos.  Curtain  was 
^*^  taken  up ;  and  referred  back  to  the  South  Carolina  Con- 

ference for  a  new  trial,  in  consequence  of  the  infoimality 
of  the  record  touching  the  proceedings  had  in  the  trial  b^ 
fore  the  said  Conference. 
i^^^Mh  On  motion,  a  unanimous  rising  vote  of  thsnka  was  ten- 
chuS^  dered  to  the  trustees  of  the  Oreene-street  church,  for  the 
use  ci  the  house  during  the  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

By  a  further  resolution,  the  Book  Agente  at  New-York 
were  directed  to  pay  to  the  trustees  any  extra  expeoses 
incurred  by  entertaining  the  General  Conference  in  i)iis 
church. 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  the  minutes  of  to-night's 
sessiott  were  read,  amende^  and  confirmed,  piepantoiy 
to  a  final  adjournment. 


CutiUn. 
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At  a  qtiarter  after  twelve  o'clock,  on  the  morning  of  the      ^^  ^^' 
elerenth  of  June,  and  af^r  prayer  by  brother  Donwody,  ^^^^  ttfowB. 

the  first  day  of  May,    meot.''^"^ 


Conference  adjourned  to  meet  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
1848,  in  the  city  of  Pitteburg,  state  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thus  ended  the  ninth  delegated  General  Conference  of 
'the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

JOSHUA  80ULE, 
ELUAH  HEDDING, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  M0RBI8, 
LEONIDAS  L.  HAMLINE, 
EDMUND  STORER  JANES, 
Bi$kop»  of  the  MetkodUt  EpUeopal  Ckmrek, 

Thomas  B.  Sarobnt,  Secretary. 

J-  B.  HonOHTALINO,   ) 

Valentinb  Buck,      \  ^^'^^'^  Secretaries. 


APPENDIX. 


A^— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISBOPB, 

To  th  Gen^rol  Confermee  rfths  Mohodist  EpUeopd  CkMnkc 

RBv.-AifD  Dear  Brbthrsn, — ^Yon  are  now  assembled  in  the 
ninih  session  of  your  body  since  its  organization  under  a  Constitution  - 
which,  while  it  defines  and  restricts  jrour  powers,  affords  a  permanent 
security  of  the  rigfats^and  privileges  of  the  great  and  growing  body  of 
misisters  and  people  which  you  represent. 

if  we  review  the  operations  of  this  system  from  the  period  of  its 
adoption  lo  the  present  time,  it  can  scarcely  fail  to  produce  the  con- 
Tietion  ^at  it  was  ftmnded  in  wisdom  ;  and  that  the  great  Head  of 
tke  Church  has  owned  it  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

No  period  of  our  denominational  existence  has  been  more  signally 
distinguished  by  great  and  extensive  revivals  of  the  work  of  God,  and 
the  increase  of  the  Church,  than  the  last  foar  years :  and  the  unity 
and  peace  of  the  ministry  and  membership,  witn  few  exceptions,  have 
been  preserved  and  strengthened.  The  excitements  which  have  had 
a  tendency  to  disturb  these  elements  of  our  strength  and  prosperity 
iiave  greatly  subsided,  and  ^  healthy  reaction  has  succeeded.  Our 
missions, in  general,  are  in  a  prosperous  condition;  and  some  of 
them  have  been  distinguished  by  extraordinary  success. 

Assembled  as  we  are,  under  such  circumstances,  our  first  act  should 
be  an  humble  and  devout  ofiTering  of  thanksdving  and  praise  to  God 
for  his  great  and  manifold  mercies  bestowed  upon  us ;  and  especially 
for  the  gracious  and  powerful  influences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  which 
alone  the  ministry  of  the  word  has  been  made  efiectual  in  the  awa- 
kening and  conversion  of  so  great  a  number  of  souls  for  whqm  Christ 
shed  hie  most  precious  blood,  and  in  builditag  up  believers  in  their 
liiost  holy  faith.  And  to  this  thankftd  acknowledgment  we  should 
•  add  the  confession  of  our  unworthiness  of  the  mce  so  richly  be* 
stowed,  and  sincere  and  fervent  supplication  for  the  continuance  of 
the  same  spiritual  and  heavenly  benediction. 

In  the  transaction  of  the  important  business  which  will  coo^e  before 
you,  as  the  representatives  of  a  numerous  and  rapidly-increasing  reli- 
gious community,  it  will,  doubtless,  be  deeply  inkpressed  upon  your 
taunds  that,  according  to  our  ecclesiastical  organization,  you  are, 
mnder  God,  the  constitutional  body  in  which  the  conservative  elements 
of  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Church  repose  :  and  consequently,  that 
all  your  acts  should  be  the  result  of  calm  deliberation  and  careful 
soaiysis,  guided  by  enlarged  and  eidightened  views,  and  accompanied 
with  much  prayer. 

Each  Annual  Conference,  being  only  one  member  of  an  entire  and 
ttutsd  body,  thoM  be  repiresented  wiui  strict  regard  to  this  c^nnec- 
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lion.  If  these  principles  are  duly  appreciated,  no  local  or  party  riews 
or  interests  will  divide  your  counsels,  cpnsnme  your  time,  or  give  rise 
to  useless  or  impassioned  debate.  Each  delegate,  free  from  &e  tram- 
mels of  special  instructions,  will  consider  himself  under  higher  and 
holier  bends.  He  will  perceive  aadfeel  his  relation  to  thousands  d 
ministers,  and  more  than  a  million  of  the  household  of  faith ;  and  that 
he  is  acting  for  generations  yet  unborn.  And  under  the  influence  of 
such  views  and  feelings,  **  the  meditations  of  his  heart,  and  the  words 
of  his  lips,"  will  be  employed  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  good. 

It  shoiM  never  be  forgotten  that  those  (undamental  principles 
which  define  and  limit  the  powers  of  the  General  Qonference,  and 
secure  the  privileges  of  every  minister  and  member^  were  settled  by 
the  body  of  ministers  assembled  in  conventional  form,  with  great  , 
unanimity,  after  long,  deliberate,  and  careful  investigation.  And  it  is 
equally  worthy  of  regard,  that  the  Church,  with  almost  unanimous 
consent,  and  with  heart-felt  satisfaction,  looked  to  the  system  as  a 
haven  of  safety,  and  ^  dwelling  place  of  "  quietness  and  assurance^" 

In  this  happy  state  of  things,  embracing  all  the  essential  elements 
of  the  voluntary  principle,  the  ministers  dependant  upon  the  people 
whom  they  served  in  the  Gospel  word  and  ordinances,  and  the  peo- 
ple united  to  their  ministers  by  the  bonds  of  affection  and  esteem,  the 
y/roxkoi  the  Lord  steadily  advanced ;  new  and  extensive  fields  of 
labour  were  constantly  opening  before  us ;  the  borders  of  ouii  Zion 
were  greatly  enlargea ;  and  tk>usands  and  tens  of  thousands  were 
brought  under  divine  influence,  and  joined  in  the  communion  of  the 
Church.  The  events  of  each  succeeding  year  have  afforded  addi- 
tional proofs  of  the  soundness  of  the  system,  and  of  its  adaptation  to 
the  ends  for  ^hich  it  was  designed. 

In  view  of  these  weighty  considerations,  the  voice  of  wisdom  ad- 
monishes us  that  any  attempt  to  change  or  modify  these  constitutional 
principles,  under  such  circumstances,  is  doubtful  in  policy,  and  dan- 
gerous in  experiment. 

The  history  of  legislation,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  will  afford 
useful  and  important  lessons,  which,  if  duly  appreciated,  and  wis^y 
improved,  may  guard  us  in  safety  against  those  speculative  theories 
wluchy  in  their  operation,  have  too  often  disturbed  the  peace  of  com- 
munities. 

Hweessioe  legislation  and  frequent  change  of  laios,  especially  in  re* 
presentative  bodies,  where  age,  and  experienoe,  and  wisdom,  are  not 
alwa3r8  regarded  by  constituents  as  the  sai'est  attributes  in  guiding  the 
affairs  of  ue  Church  or  of  the  state,  may  be  considered  as  not  among 
the  least  evils  of  the  age  in  which  we  live. 

In  conclusion  of  these  preliminary  remarks,  we  add  our  fervent 
prayer  to  the  Father  of  lights,  that  while  you  attend  with  smtable 
deference  to  the  instructions  furnished  by  the  history  of  the  past,  yoa 
may  be  illuminated  and  guided  in  all  your  deliberations  and  acts  by 
diat  wisdom  which  is  from  above,  the  attributes  of  which  are  purity, 
peace,  gentleness,  kindness,  mercy,  impartiality,  and  truth. 

The  cup  of  human  happiness  is  not  unmingled  with  wxtow ;  but 
while  we  rejoice  we  mourn.    Since  your  last  session  our  venmUe 
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MMor  BiAop  has  finibbed*  his  co«»»e  in  tbrOmiHeli  ndlittiit,  and 
^merad  into  possessaon  of  the  etenml  inherituioe  of  the  joy  of  his 
liOrd.  •  His  loag,.ttnd  laborious,  and  eveniAd  life  was  closed  in  cslni- 
ness,  and  peace,  and  confidenoe  in  God,  tfarongfa  the  merits  of  Yds 
only  Lord  -snd  Saviour.  In  the  di4raeteT  of  ^ia  faithiul  servant 
of  Christ  and  his  Chuxob,  the  attributes  of  a  jnrinHtire  Christian 
Bishop  were  developed  in  an  eminent  depee ;  and  in  his  life,  and 
ministry,  and  superintendence  of  the  Church,  he  has  left  an  iHustriom  ' 
^example  to  those  who  surme  him.  He  tnrfelled,  and  preached  the 
Gospel,  for  mote  than  forty,  years  ;  and' for  almost  tw^ity-seten  yea]« 
•discharged  the  arduous  duties  of  a  general  Superintendent.  His 
iveaching  was  distinguished  by  the  zed  of  conviction  and  the  autho* 
rity  of  innocence ;  and  his  officiid  administration  by  firmness,  gentle* 
aess,  and  love.  In  aft  the  labours^  and  sufferings,  and  perils  of  his 
fmblic  life,  he  was  sustained  by  the  grace  of  God,  in  patience  which 
forgets  or  refuses  to  complain — ^fortitude  which  suppoits  every  burden 
-^and  courage  which  knows  no  fear  either  in  the  expectation  ot 
actual  presence  of  danger.  In  the  amiableness  of  his  spirit — the  hu- 
mility, of  his  mind-»the  courtesy  of  his  manners — ^the  kindness  of  his 
words  and  actions,  and  in  the  spirituality  and  power  of  his  ministry, 
there  is  a  sweet  savour  which  will  emb^mhini  in  ^e  meuKMry  of  the 
ministers  and  people  of  his  charge*  -  Bishop  Roberts  has  left  to  the 
Church  an  aged  widow,  who  is  waiting,  for  a  short  time,  to  be  in- 
ducted into  the  society  of  saints  and  angels  in  the  heavenly  temple. 
We  commend  her  to  your  sjrmpathies  and  prayers.  •* 

As  our  beloved  Bishc^  was  called  from  his  labour  to  his  reward  be* 
lore  th6  commencement  of  tne  sessions  of  the  Gonfersnces  in  his  last 
division  of  the  work,  an  increase  of  labour  and  re^xmsibility  neces*- 
sarily  devolved  on  his  surviving  colleagues.  But  by  divine  aid,  sui^ 
ing  our  strength  to  our  day,  we  have  been  enabled  to  meet  dl  the 
Conferences  which  he  would  have  met  had  he  lived. 

Connected  with  this  notice  of  the  demise  of  our  lamented  senior 
Superintendent,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to  submit  for  your  consideration 
such  views  and  facts  as  we  conceive  of  vital  importance  in  establish^ 
ing  and  perpetuating  the  principles,  and  accomplishing  the  designs,  of 
Wesleyan  Methodism  as  we  received  it  from  our  fathers. 

The  itinerant  plan  of  preaching  the  Gospel  is  an  essential  element 
of  this  system.  It  was  laid  aa  the  chief  stone  in  the  foundation  ol 
the  whole  building ;  and  on  its  stability,  in  the  judgment  of  its  great 
founder,  and  his  illustrious  contemporaries,  the  progress  and  final  com* 
pletion  of  the  whole  structure  depended.  These  great  ^d  good  men, 
after  serving  their  generation,  have  fallen  asleep,  and  left  to  us,  and 
to  our  successors,  a  precious  legacv  in  the  validity  of  their  principles^ 
and  the  brightness  of  their  examples.  Whether  we,  and  those  who 
eome  after  us,  preserve  this  sacred  deposit  in  all  its  strength,  and 
purity,  and  power,  or  suffer  it  to  be  marred  in  our  hands,  is  a  queo* 
tion  of  incalculable  interest,  not  only  to  ourselves,  and  to  the  Churdl 
of  which  we  are  ministers  and  pastors,  but  also  to  millions  of  ik$ 
present  race,  and  to  generations  yet  unborn.  It  looks  abroad  on  thi 
nittions.of  the  earth  as  the  ^hwe  of  its  operations,  and  downvyard 
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.lkioii||)l  Ihe  MeoMfiive  revolntioiM  of  time  liS  die  ^ 
M eisidi's  kingdom,  when  the  proclamatioii  shall  go  forth,  *'  BehoU, 
the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men ;"  and  the  shoot  shall  be  nused  m 
hoaven  and  earth,  *'  Alldnia,  for  the  Lord  Gk>d  onmipotent  reigneth.'* 

Yoa  will,  we  are  persuaded,  agree  with  as  that  the  preservation  of 
this  pton  of  preaching  the  Gospel,  and  carrying  oa  the  work  of  God» 
hfu  a  paramount  claim  upon  your  time  and  deliberations.  And  w« 
indulge  the  hc^  that,  while  this,  and  other  weighty  matters  connoel- 
ad  with  il,  of  Tast  and  general  concern,  shall  unite  yoor  counsels  and 
efforts,  3^011  will  forbear  to  agitate  questions,  to  say  the  least,  of  minor 
importance,  and  which,  without  contributing  to  the  preservation  of  the 
imity  and  peace  of  the  Church,  or  to  the  advancement  of  the  interests 
of  the  kingdom  of  Christ,  may  have  an  of^site  tendeikcyby  weak* 
ening  the  bonds  of  Christian  confidence  and  affection  among  our* 
selves,  and  producing  the  same  unhappy  r esnlts  among  the  ministers 
and  members  of  our  communion. 

The  general  itinerant  superintendency,  vitally  connected,  as  it  is 
believed  to  be,  with  the  effective  operation,  if  not  with  the  very  exist> 
once,  of  Uie  whole  itinerant  system,  cannot  be  too  carefi^y  examined 
or  too  safely  guarded.  And  we  have  no  doubt  but  you  wiH  direct 
▼our.  inquiries  into  such  channels  as  to  ascertain  whether  there  haa 
been  any  departure  fh>m  its  essential  principles,  or  delinqoenoy  in 
the  administration  in  carrying  it  into  execution;  and  in  case  of 
the  d«|toctioa  of  ein>r,  to  aj[^y  such  conreetion  as  the  mttetr  may 
inquire. 

There  are  several  points  in  this  systejn  which  are  of  primary  im* 
portance,  and  on  that  account  should  be  clearly  under«U)od.  Ths 
0Qce  of  a  Bishop  or  Superintendent,  according  to  our  ecclesiastical 
aystem,  is  almost  exclusively  executive ;  wisely  limited  in  iu  powers, 
and  guarded  by  such  checks  and  responsibilities  as  can  scarcely  USX 
to  secure  the  ministry  and  membership  against  any  oppressive  mea» 
anres»  even  should  these  officers  so  far  forget  the  sacred  duties  and 
obligations  of  their  holy  vocation  as  to  aspire  to  be  lords  over  God's 
hMkage. 

So  far  from  being  irresponsible  in  their  office,  they  are  amenable 
to  the  General  Conference,  not  only  for  their  moral  conduct,  and  for 
the  doctrines  they  teach,  hot  also  for  the  faithful  administration  of 
the  government  of  the  Church,  according^  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Discipline,  and  for  all  decisions  which  they  make  on  questions  of 
•cclesiaalioal  law.  In  all  these  caaesthis  body  has  original  jurisdic- 
tion,  and  may  prosecute  to  final  issue  in  expulsion,  from  which  deci- 
IMMD  there  is  no  appeaL 

With  these  safeguards  thrown  anmnd  them,  we  trust  die  Church 
has  nothing  to  fear  from  the  exercise  of  that  anthonty  which  has 
been  conumtted  to  thorn  in  trust,  to  be  used  for  the  conservation  of 
the  whole  body,  and  for  the  extensioa  of  the  Redeemers  kingdom^ 
and  not  to  oppress  <Mr  affiiot  any.  Without  entering  minutely  into  Ihe 
details  of  what  is  invited  in  the  superintendency,  as  it  ia  constituted 
ip  our  Church,  it  is  aufficient  fpr  our  present  design  to  notiee  its 
sowal  ^paftmenta.      lat.  Confirming  oidets,  by  ordaining  Dea*^ 


f0rr9d  by  another  body,  which  is  independent  of  the  £pMc«p*l  office, 
boih  in  its  orfsnizatkMn  end  aetion.  Tins  confimiiction  ef  orders*,  or 
esdipBtion,  is  not  by  virtae  of  a  distinct  and  higher  ard$r.  For,  widi 
mv  grdat  fonnder,  we  ate  connnced  that  Bish^  and  Prssbytevs  ars^ 
the  same  order  in  the  Christian  ministry.  And  this  ht»  been  th« 
Mntiment  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  firomthe  begtnniiif .  But  it  is 
by  Tirtne  of  an  ofiee  oonstituted  by  the  body  of  Presbj^cfrs,  for  the 
better  order  of  cuscipline,  for  the  preservslion  of  the  unity  ojf  the 
Church,  and  for  carrying  on  the  work  of  God  in  the  roost  effeetoal 
flumner.  The  execntion  of  this  office  is  subject  to  two  important 
restrictions,  which  would  be  Tery  irreloTant  to  prelacy,  or  dideesaa 
Episcopacy,  constituted  on  the  basis  of  a.  distinct  and  superior  order. 
The  latter  involves  independent  action  in  eanferring  epdersy^  by  Tirtne 
of  avthority  inherent  in,  and  exclusively  appertaining  to,  the  Episee-* 
pooy.  But  the  former  is  it  delegated  authority  to  confirm  erie^e^  ih» 
eizerdae  of  which  is  dependant  upon  sno&er  body.  The  Bishop  cm 
ordain  neither  &  Deacon  nor  an  Blder  without  the  election  of  the 
eaadidate  by  an  Annual  Conference  :  and  in  case  of  such  election 
he  has  no  discretional  authority ;  but  is  under  ohUgation  to  oidakl 
the  person  elected,  whatever  may  be  his' own  judgment  <3^  his  quali* 
fiesEtions.    These  are  the  two  restrictions  prerionsly  alluded  to. 

This  is  certainty  a  wise  and  safe  provision,  and  shonld  nev«r  be 
changed  or  modified  so  as  to  authorize  the  Bi^ope  to  ordain  #icheiit 
die  authority  of  the  ministry*  With  these  facts  in  view,  it  is>  pre>i 
named  that  it  will  be  admitted  by  all  well-lnfonned  and  candid  men, 
that,  so  far  as  the  constitution  of  the  nlinistiy  is  concerned,  ours  is  a 
^  modemU  Epise4fpae^.^^ 

ad.  Prmdingin  the  Gemend  and  Ammud  Ctmfereneee.  But  there 
is  a  marked  difference  in  the  relations  the  President  sustaine  lo  theto 
two  bodies^  The  General  Coaforenee,  being  the  highest  j<idicat6ry 
of  the  Church,  is  not  subject  to  the  official  direction  and  ctmliol  of 
the  President  any  further  than  the  eiriet  of  basiness  and  the  presei^ 
vation  of  decorum  are  concerned ;  and  even  this  is  subject  to  tiller 
originating  in  the  body.  The  right  to  transact  business,  with  MTspect 
to  matter,  mode,  and  order  of  time,  is  vested  in  the  Conference,  and 
limited  only  by  constitntional  provisions ;  and  of  Ihose  provisions,  sd 
far  as  their  official  acts  are  concerned,  the  Conference,  and  net  the 
President,  must  be  the  jndge. 

But  in  the  Annoal  Conferences  the  case  is  widely  different.  Thes<^ 
are  subordinate  organizations, 'with  their  powers  dearly  defined  and 
limited  m  the  form  of  Discipline.  Their  rights  and  privileges  are 
sitrictly  chartered ;  and  out  of  the  record  they  have  no  jnris^iotion; 
To  these  bodies  the  President  sustainsi^  as  an  executive^  offieer,  a* 
peenliar  and  important  relation.  He  presides  net  merely  to  preserve 
order  and  decorum,  but  with  an'  official  oversi^t,  to  guard  againif 
innovations,  and  to  bring  forward  the  business,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Diseiplincy  and  see  that  it  is  done  according  to  the  laws  of  theOhnrtih; 
For  purposes  the  most  obvious,  and  high^  important,  it  is  provideA^ 
tlttt  the  PteaidentapfMaiit  the  Hrae  of  holding  the  Conf^Moes^  ^90b 
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diBoretion  to  adjoun  them  after  tl^y  shall  hare  contimied  in  aasMOD 
at  least  one  week. 

In  this  presidenojr,  we  conceive,  one  of  th^  most  consenradTe  and 
efficient  branches  of  the  superintendenoy  consists ;  and  on  the  pre- 
dent  and  uniform  exercise  of  it  the  unity  of  the  body  will,  in  no 
small  degree,  depend. 

3d.  To  choose,  app<»nt,  and  change  the  Prending  Elders ;  to  fix 
the  appointments  of  the  preachers  tp  Uie  several  circnits  and  stations ; 
and,  in  the  intervals  of  the  Conferences,  to  change,  receive,  and  sns* 
pend  preachers  in  conformity  to  the  rdes  of  the  Discipline. 

That  this  is  an  aidoous  woik  none  will  deny.  Two  very  import- 
ant objects  are  designed  to  be  accomplished  by  this  provisioa:  the 
preservation  of  the  itinerancy  in  the  most  efficient  operation,  and  the 
miform  and  healthful  administration  of  the  Discipline.  To  do  this 
effectually,  a  knowledge  of  the  qualifications  and  circumstances  of 
the  jNreachers,  and  of  the  condition  and  claims  of  the  districts,  cir« 
cults,  and  stations,  is  indispensable.  To  obtain  such  infonuation,  re- 
ooorse  must  be  had  to  every  available  avenue.  And  when  this  is 
done,  it  requires  careful  analysis  and  discrimination  to  arrive  ai  n 
correct  and  safe  decision.  And  after  all,  this  is  a  work  which  can 
never  be  accomplished^  according  to  its  true  design,  without  a  strict 
adherence  to  Bome^ftmdatmnial  prinewles  which  must  never  be  unset* 
tied,  or  subject  to  mnovation.  And  tnese  principles  should  be  cUarlv 
defined,  and  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of  all  concerned.  Till 
this  is  done  the  claims  of  individual  accommodations  and  isolated 
interests  are  liable  to  exert  an  undue  and  injurions  influence  over  the 
administratioo.  But  with  all  the  means  that  wisdom  can  devise,  0^ 
pnidence  apply,  Uiose  who  labour  in  this  concern  will  labour  in  vain, 
without  a  nch  supply  of  heavenly  grace  to  direct  and  sustain  them 
in  the  prosecution  of  it. 

2d.  Having  noticed  in  what  the  superintendency  chiefly  consists, 
it  is  proper  to  observe  that  the  plan  of  its  operation  is  gmeral^  emr 
hrmemg  Ae  whole  work  m  eormedumal  crier  ^  and  not  dwumtn^  or  soe^ 
tionml.  Consequently  any  division  c(  the  woik  into  districts,  or 
otherwise,  so  as  to  create  a  particular  charge,  with  any  odier  view,  or 
in  any  order,  than  as  a  prudential  measure  to  secure  to  all  the  Con- 
ferences the  annual  visits  of  the  Superintendents^  would  be  an  imio> 
vation  on  the  system. 

dd.  If  we  have  taken  a  correct  view  of  this  soli^ect,  our  nmrtn* 
UnJoney  must  be  itinerant^  and  net  local.  It  was  wisely  provided  is 
the  system  of  Methodism,  from  its  very  foundation,  that  it  should  be 
the  duty  of  the  Superintendent  '<  to  tracel  through  the  connoetion  at 
large."  And  although  the  extension  of  geographical  boundaries,  and 
the  great  increase  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  have  made  it  neces* 
sanr  to  increase  the  munber  of  the  Bishops,  still  the  duty  required- 
and  the  obligation  to  perform  it,  remain  the  same. 

That  such  a  system  as  our  itinerant  ministry  ooidd  not  be  pre- 
served in  harmoniotts  and  efficient  operation  under  the  direction  of 
Ipcal  Bishops  is  too  obrious  to  require  prcKMf.  If  we  preaervo  a  tra- 
veViogjniBistffy,  we  must  have  travelling  Snperintaadeata.    They 
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must  add  to  their  official  authority  the  power  of  their  example.  Re* 
move  the  latter,  and  the  former  will  be  divested  of  the  chief  element 
of  its  strength. 

It  is,  indeed,  a  work  which  reqttires  a  measmre  of  the  zeal,  and 
self-sacrificing  spirit  of  the  Apostles,  and  first  ministers  of  Chri^ 
who  followed  them.  And  we  devoutly  pray  that  the  ministry  may 
never  so  far  relax  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  great  commission, 
^'  Go  ys  into  all  the  .worlds  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  enery  creaiwre^ 
as  to  lack  men  well  qnaiified  for  this  vocation-^men  whose  minds, 
grasping  the  work  of  God  in  all  its  length  and  breadth,  will  comit 
nothing  dear  to  themseWes  as  appertaining  to  the  present  life ;  but 
giving  themselves  wholly  to  God  fuid  his  Church,  will  live,  and 
labour,  and  suffer  for  the  promotion  of  Christ's  kingdom  and  the 
salvation  of  souls. 

With  the  foregoing  remarks  pn  the  duties  and  responsibilities  df 
t^e  Superintendents,  we  submit  to  your  consideration  the  importance 
of  having  this  department  isuppiied  with  such  a  number  of  efiS^ctive 
men  as  will  enable  them,  in  consecutive  order,  to  travel  through  the 
whole  connection  without  subjecting  any  one  to  such  a  continued 
weight  of  care  and  labour  as  is  sufficient  to  prpstrate  the  mental  and 
physical  energies  of  the  strongest  consfitution,  and  thereby  indirectly 
defeat  the  ends  designed  to  be  accomplished :' and,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  guard  against  the  increase  of  the  number  beyond  the  actual 
demands  of  the  work.  In  whatever  light  we  view  it,  but  especially 
in  the  light  of  example,  the  existence  of  a  sinecure  in  the  Episcopacy 
shoidd  l^  regarded  as  no  ordinary  evil. 

After  carefid  examination,  it  is  our  opinion  that  six  effective  Super- 
intendents could  perform  the  work  without  imposing  too  heavy  bur- 
dens upon  any,  or  jeoparding  any  interest  of  the  Chtirch  by  lack  of 
service*  ^ 

The  itinerancy  will,  doubtless,  come  under  your  deliberate  con- 
sideration, as  in  your  formei;  sessions ;  and  at  ^o  period,  as  we  be- 
lieve, has  the  subject  come  before  you  with  stronger  claims  to  your 
carefii]  examination  and  oorrective  action. 

It  cannot  be  concealed,  however  it  may  be  regretted,  that  there  is 
a  strong  and  increasing  tendency  to  locality  in  our  travelling  ministry. 
Preachers  with  local  views,  and  habits,  and  interests,  have  greatly 
moMplied  on  our  hands ;  and  in  some  of  the  Conferences  little  itr 
nothing  remains  of  the  itinerant  system,  but  the  removal  bf  the 
preachers  once  in  two  years  from  one  station  to  another ;  and  in 
many  instanees  even  this  is  submitted  to,  both  by  the  preachers  and 
people,  not  so  much  from  enlightened  and  extensive  views  of  the 
exeellence  of  the  plan,  as  irom  xhbfact  that  it  is  required  by  the  Dis- 
cipline. If  any  measures  can  be  adopted  to  arrest  the  progress  of 
this  tendency,  and  revive  the  primitive  circuit  system,  so  as  to  have 
two  or  more  preachers  on  each  circuit;  and  instead  of  having  the 
districts  embrace  from  twenty  to  thirty  or  forty  distinct  stations,  f^ 
store  them  to  their  original  form,  so  as  to  enable  the  Presiding  Eldeis 
to  spend  a  Sabbath  at  each  Quarterly  Meeting  for  the  year,  an  inc^ 
^viable  amoum  of  good  will  be  effected.    The  beneficial  influence  of 
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ike  experience,  iniii]0tiy«  and  office  of  the  Presiding  Elders  will  be 
extensively  felt  both  by  the  preachers  and  membersMp ;  whereas,  in 
th^  present  state  of  things,  their  office  is  little  more  than  nommaL 
Ministers  of  age  tad  experience  might  be  placed  in  charge  of  cir- 
cuits^  while  the  useful  preaching  abilities  of  younger  men,  less  ae- 
quainted  with  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  and  ite  administratioB, 
anight  be  rendered  extensively  useful  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  God. 
Quarterly  Meeting 'Conferences  which,  on  the  present  plan,  in  many 
Citations  scarcely  have  an  existence  except  in  name,  would  be  revived 
and  organixed  according  to  their  original  order  and  design,  and  their 
weight  of  useful  influence  would  be  felt  in  every  part  of  the  circuits. 
Members  of  the  Church,  as  in  former  days  of  Methodism,  would  come 
together  from  the  different  appointments  to  improre  their  spiritual 
state,  and  strengthen  their  Christian  fellowship,  by  mutual  attendance 
on  the  means  of  grace,  and  by  religious  intercourse  in  conversation 
and  prayer. 

In  addition  to  all  these  advantages,  one  of  the  most  formidaMe 
difficulties  in  stationing  the  preachers  would  be  removed.  As  things 
now  are,  it  is  impracticable  to  supply  the  stations  with  preachers 
whose  age  in  the  ministry,  and  knowledge  of  the  Discipline,  and  of 
jn^  and  things,  qualify  them  for  charge ;  and,  consequently,  it  be- 
comes necessaiy  to  place  many  in  tUs  important  and  not  unfreqnently 
.  difficult  work,  who  are  only  probationer9.  As  an  illustration  of  the 
case,  and  to  show  to  what  an  extent  it  has  progressed^  we  notice  two 
Annual  Conferences  only,  in  which  there  are  sixty-eight  preachers  on 
trial,  and  more  than  fifty  of  them  in  charge !  And  yet  there  are  be- 
tween twenty  and  thirty  stations  in  these  two  Conferences  left  to  be 
supplied  by  the  local  preachers,  or  by  such  candidates  as  the  Pre- 
siding Elders  may  receive  in  the  intervals  of  the  Conferences.  The 
difficulty  is  increased  by  the  fact,  that  many  of  these  little  vtUage 
stations  are  too  weak  in  the  membership  of  the  Church  to  support 
preachers  with  families,  and  we  have  npt  single  men  to  supply  them. 

Can  this  be  a  healthful  state  of  the  Church?  Is  it  npt  the  almost 
inevitable  result  of  such  a  state  of  things,  that  Methodism  will  gm- 
4aally  lose  its  distinctive  characteristics,  and  take  the  impression  of 
the  costoms  and  manners  of  the  age  ?  Is  it  not  to  be  apprehended, 
ibat  the  influence  will  be  exerted  even  over  our  excellent  form  of 
puUic  worship,  as  well  as  other  denominational  institutions,  till  those 
who  were  reared  im  in  the  communion  of  the  Church,  in  the  earlisir 
nnd  purer  days  of  Methodism,  would  hardly  believe  that  they  wen 
in  a  Methodist  consregation ?  Alas!  is  not  this  the  case,  to  an 
alarming  extent,  at  the  present  time  t  And  where  lies  the  cause  of 
this  evil)  On  whom  rests  the  fearful  responsibility t  The  loed 
frmeiple^  in  its  direct  or  mdireet  operations,  is  at  the  foundation  of  the 
whole. 

The  admission  of  married  men  into  the  itinerancy,  with  heavy 
fiunilies,  snd  not  unfreqnently  in  embarrassed  circumstances,  and  the 

Crmanent  location  of  a  great  number  of  the  families  of  the  preachers, 
ve  had  a  debilitating  influence  upon  the  eneigies  of  the  itinersnt 
system.     The  number,  of  preachm  under  time  locsl  mnbamsn* 
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iD«ift8,  necettarily  trayeliiig  within  a  very  liniited  circle,  and  with  a 
weight^f  worldly  care,  is  almost  incredible,  and  constantly  increasing. 
The  result  is,  that  they  are  so  Areqnently  returned  to  the  few  circuits 
within  their  reach,  and  so  maoli  absent  from  die  work  to  attend  to  their, 
temporal  concerns,  as  to  affect  unfavourably  the  interests  of  the  Church, 
and  produce  gieat  dissatisfaction  among  the  people.  The .  conse^ 
quence  is  an  inadequate  support,  which  furnishes  the  preacher  with  a 
plea  for  employing  his  time  in  domestic  affairs.  In  accommodation 
of  such  cases,  the  preachers  who  are  wholly  devoted  to  the  itine* 
rant  work  are  frequently  subjected  to  the  otherwise  unnecessary  in- 
coBvenienee  and  expense  of  eiEtensive  removals.  Add  t»  this,  that  a 
large  propoition  of  the  young  preachers  marry  before  they  gradni^ 
to  die  Eldership,  and  no  small  number  while  they  are  on  triiS.  And 
this  has  almost  ceased  to  be  an  objection  to  their  admission  into, 
fiill  connection,  or  continuanee  ^on  triad.  In  general  it  is  qtnle  soffi* 
dent  that  they  have  **  married  prudently/^ 

It  is  not  easy  to  calcnlate  the  extent  of  the  influence  of  thie  prac- 
tice to  enervate  the  operations  of  the  itinerant  ministry.  It  greadjr 
retards'  the  progress  of  those  Biblical  and  theological  studies  eo 
essential  to  the  office  and  work  of  Christian  ministers  in  every  stage 
of  their  lives  ;  but  ^especially  in  that  early  period  when  their  elm- 
ractets  must  be  formed,  if  formed  at  all,  for  extensive  fhture  useftd- 
aess.  Entering  into  this  new  relation  in  life  before  they  have  ob» 
tained  that  ripeness  of  judgment,  and  soundness  in  knowledge,  which 
oan  only  be  acquired  by  continued  mental  labour,  in  connection  with 
•the  lessons  of  experiMice,  they  soon  find  unexpected  embanrassmentv 
gadiering  around  them.  The  circuite  which  would  have  received 
and  sustained  them  with  cordiality  as  single  men,  in  consideration 
of  their  youth  and  want  of  experience,  have  very  diflerent  views  and 
feelings  when  they  are  sent  to  them  with  the  encumbrance  of  a^ " 
£Eunily.  In  fixing  the  stations,  accommodations  are  sought  to  meet 
these  cases,  and  no  little  difficulty  frequently  occurs  in  finding  cir* 
euits  which  are  able  and  willing  to  receive  the  preacher  under  such 
circumstances. 

The  consequence,  in  die  greater  part  of  tach  cases,  is  an  early 
location,  or  a  very  circumscribed  and  lieavy^  movement  in  the  itin^ 
vant  work.  It  is  to  be  feared  that -these  men  have  either  mistaken 
their  calling  in  the  beginning,  or  by  early  temptation  lost  the  spiriti 
and  power  of  it 

If  seme  efficdent  remedy  is  not  applied  to  these  disorders  in  the 
itinerant  body,  the  ultimate  results  are  as  certain  as  the  relation  of 
effects  to  their  causes. 

This  Slate  of  things,  it  is  believed,  is  iniimately  connected  whii|- 
and  in  a  great  measure  induced  by,  the  state  of  ffrobatrnt  for  the 
ministry,  with  respect  to  time  and  eirtumstances,  IC  is  well  known^ 
that  by  far  die  greater  number  of  the  preachers  admitted  on  trial  have^ 
had  no  extraor^ary  advantages  of  education  ;r^that  they  have  been 
in  circumstances  anid  employments  in  life  which  afforded  them  but; 
little  time,  and  limited  means,  (br  acquiring  that  fund  of  knowledge 
ID  the  various  branches  of  Christian  theology  wfai^  ia  requisite  l^ 


10a  Aiihgs  of  the  Bifhopt, 

comtitate  "a  workman  that  needeth  not  to  be  ashamed,  rigltt^ 
dividiiig  the  word  of  truth."  In  view  of  ihtnefaeU^  and  of  the  ne* 
oessity  and  importance  of  impronag  the  mtnktry,  and  pi^sermg  the 
itinerancy  from  those  embarrassments  which  hare  a  tendency  to  re- 
tard, if  not  defeat,  its  grand  designs,  we  submit  it  to  your  deliberate 
consideration  whether  a  valuable  end  miffht  not  be  accomplished  by 
extending  the  probation  to^/otir  years,  wiUi  suitable  guards  to  prerent 
the  candidates  from  invoWmg  themsdves  in  such  domestic  relations 
and  temporal  concerns  sa  will  hinder  their  studies  and  curtail  their 
labours. 

One  of  the  essential  elements  of  the  strength  and  efficiency  of  our 
itinerant  system,  if,  indeed,  it  be  not  essential  to  its  very  existence, 
is  the  mutual  consent  of  the  people  to  relinquish  the  choice  of  their 
particular  ministers,  and  of  the  preachers  not  to  select  their  own  par-^ 
ticular  fields  of  labour.  It  is  not  easy  to  conceive  how  the  system 
could  be  preserred  without  this  mutual  consent.  It  is,  indeed,  a 
principle  clearly  recognised  in  our  ecclesiastical  organization.  Con- 
'sequently  all  stipulations  or  contracts  between  preachers  and  circuits 
or  stations  for  serrioe  or  reward  are  innovations,  and  should  bo 
regarded  as  hanng  a  tendency  to  disunion,  and  to  enfeeble  our 
system. 

Strong  and  urgent  petitions  for  particular  preachers,  not  unfrequently 
accompanied  wiUi  assurances  that  the  preachers  prayed  for  are  lotttiii^ 
to  serve,  have  become  so  common,  in  some  parts  of  the  work,  aa 
greatly  to  embarrass  the  administration.  And  when  such  petitions 
are  not  granted,  as  in  a  majority  of  cases  th^  cannot  be  consistently 
with  the  general  good,  it  frequently  happens  that  both  preachers  and 
people  are  tUsappainted  and  dissatisfied.  Some  expression  d  opinion, 
at  least,  by  the  General  Conference  on  this  subject  might  answer  a 
valuaUe  purpose.  A  rule  of  discii^ine  providing  ihzX  no  preacher 
shall  be  returned  to  a  circuit  or  station  tiU  he  shall  have  been  absent 
from  it  ^9  years  at  least,  and  that  no  one  shall  be  stationed  in  the 
same  city  more  than  four  years  in  consecutive  order,  or  returned  to  it 
till  after  an  absence  of  six  years,  and  that  Presiding  Elders  be  not 
rf  turned  to  districto  on  Whidi  they  shall  have  travelled  four  years  till 
after  an  interval  of  six  years,  might  have  a  happy  influence  on  the 
itinerancy,  and  greatly  telieve  the  administratioA  in  fixing  the  ap* 
pointments. 

The  annual  examination  of  character  in  the  Conferences,  and  tho 
frequent  complaints  from  drcnits  and  stations^  aflRyrd  grounds  to 
frar  that  there  is,  to  a  oonaiderable  extent,  such  a  neglect  of  pastcnrai 
duties  as  to  diminish  our  congregations,  and  ^oduce  a  decline  intho 
apnituality  of  the  societies.. 

The  requisitions  of  the  Discipline  on  this  branch  of  ministerial 
daty  are  clear  and  kik ;  and  every  preacher  is  bound  not  only  m 
MMTo^  by  the  nature  and  end  of  his  holy  vocation,  but  in  particular 
by  his  solemn  promises  to  perform  this  duty.    We  cannot,  therefore^ 

E^rceivo  that  any  additional  rule  of  Discipluie  would  remedy  the  eviL 
ut  a  clear  and  strong  expressitm  of  the  sentiments  of  this  body  o» 
this  and  other  subjects  in  which  it  shall  appear  that  thoM  is  adepav-' 
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ture  from  the  eorcelient  provisions  of  our  Discipline,  either  in  the  form 
of  resolutiobs,  or  of  an  address,  might  accomplish  great  good. 

That  there  is  defect  in  our  plan  of  missionary  operations  cannot  be 
doubted  by  any  who  have  examined  it  with  any  attention.  It  is  certainly 
defective  in  finance ;  as  the  various,  and  conflicting,  and  changing 
methods,  proposed  and  recomitiended  for  raising  funds,  and  an  empty 
end  indebted  treasury,  clearly  demonstrate. 

Simplicity,  uniformity,  and  stability,  we  apprehend,  are  essential  ele* 
ments  of  every  sound  system  of  finance.  Simplicity,  that  it  may  be  dearly 
and  easily  understood — uniformity,  the  same  in  every  place  where  it 
operates — stability,  not  subject  to  change.  It  does  not  follow  from 
this  view  that  various  sources  of  revenue  may  not  be  provided  for; 
which,  like  so  many  distinct  streams,  shall  swell  the  foimtain  of  the 
general  treasury.  To  illustrate  a  system  embracing  these  elements, 
with  direct  reference  to  creating  a  fund  to  meet  the  demaods  of  ota 
missionary  work : — Suppose  the  basis  of  the*  plan  to  be  Jive  cents  a 
munUhi  to  be  given  by  every  member  in  clase  throughout  the  whole 
connection.  A  book  to  be  kept  in  the  class  with  the  names  of  the 
members,  and  monthly  entry  of  the^ve  cents  to  the  credit  of  each ;  so 
that  it  may  be  shown  at  the  end  of  the  year  what  each  member  has 
given,  and  what  is  the  aggregate  amount. 

CoUaUral  sources  of  revenue : — 

1st.  A  quarterly  collection  in*  every  class,  rich  or  poor,  white  or 
coloured ;  giving  the  richer  members  an  opportunity  to  abound  in  the 
liohes  of  their  liberality  over  and  above  their  regular  monthly  offerings. 

2dl  An  annual  public  collection  in  every  congregation,  on  every 
circuit  and  in  every  station.  Make  no  esceptUm^  and  aUow  no  discre^ 
tion,     I>on*t  fight  opposition,  but  wear  it  out  by  persevermnce. 

3d.  At  every  anniversary  of  the  Parent  or  Auxiliary  Societies  take 
up  a  collection,  not  under  the  influence  of  propositions  to  make  A.| 
B.,  and  C.  life  members  of  the  society ;  or  to  name,  or  educate  an 
Indian  or  African  ^hild;  but  under  the  pressure  of  enlightened  and 
enlarged  views  of  the  principles,  designs,  and  objects  of  the  institution. 

4th.  Life  and  annual  subscriptions. 

5th.  Legacies,  donations,  ^c.  The  grea^  Christian  principle  car« 
ried  out  through  the  whole,  "Freely  ye  have  received,  freely  give.'^ 

It  would  manifest  a  great  deficiency  in  the  knowledge  oE  man, 
both  in  his  individual  character  and  in  bis  aasociations,  to  suppose  that 
this,  or  any  system  of  finance,  would  be  universally  approved,  or  that 
it  could  be  carried  into  general  and  successful  operation  in  a  short 
time,  and  with  little  eflbrt.  But  it  would  be  a  stronger  pvoof  of 
weakness  to  abandon  or  change  it  on  that  account  Settle  the  plan, 
whatever  it  may  be,  and  publish  it  in  the  I>iaci];dine,  and  in  all  octt 
official  joiHuals,  and  read  it  in  all  the  societies  and  coQgregationst 
and  persevere  in  it  in  the  face  of  all  opposition  from  every  quartec, 
and  its  ultimate  success  will  be  certainly  secured.  The  convicfeion 
of  the  duty  and  obligation  to  support  the  institution,  with  such  infor- 
mation, and  under  the  influence  of  such  motives  as  will  be  presented, 
will  be  increased  until  it  acquires  the  strength  of  a  confirmed  habit, 
wd  eombin9»  ilself  inseparably  with  the  fnxuAfim  and  duties  of 
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religion.  Parents  will  teach  it  to' their  children^  masters  to  their 
servants,  and  Sabbath-scbool  teachers  to  their  scholars ;  and  thus 
it  will  gather  strength,  and  be  carried  down  through  successive 
generations..  The  genius  of  our  holy  Christianity,  immutable  in  its 
elements,  should,  as  far  as  human  contingencies  will  admit,  impress 
its  own  character  on  every  institution  auxiliary  to  the  accompUsh*- 
ment  of  its  grand  designs.  Settle  your  system  according  to  these 
principles,  and  if  it  fails,  it  will  be  for  want  of  efficiency  on  the  part  of 
the  preachers,  and  not  for  lack  of  will  or  ability  on  the  part  of  the 
people.  V 

But  it  is  not  sufficient  that  we  have  a  full  treasnry.  A  second, 
and  not  less  important  department  of  this  great  and  benevolent  enter- 
prise, is  a  plan  of  appropriation  and  expenditure.  But  as  this  re- 
quires the  constitution  of  different  offices,  with  powers  and  duties 
clearly  defined  and  suitably  restricted,  and  as  we  presume  you  wiU 
have  an  able  Conmiittee  on  the  subject,  we  submit  the  whole  to  yon, 
to  whom  it  properly  belongs,  being  confident  that  yon  will  devote 
that  time  and  attention  to  it  whieh  its  importance  demands. 

The  Geiman  Missions  have  greatly  increased  in  number,  extent, 
and  interest  since  your  last  session  ;  and  the  field  of  usefdness  is 
-constantly  enlarging  before  us  in  this  rery  important  department  of 
our  missionary  work.  Surely  the  hand  of  God  is  in  this  thing.  We 
see,  and  should  thankfully  acknowledge  and  adore  that  hand,  in 
raising  t^  missionaries  from  among  boUi  the  American  and  native 
Germans,  the  fruits  of  whose  labours  afford  Scriptural  evidence  that 
they  are  truly  called  of  God.  The  mission  which  commenced  in 
the  Ohio  Conference  as  the  appearance  of  a  cloud  scarcely  larger 
than  a  "  human  hand,'*  has  now  spread  into  twelve  Conferences, 
with  fertilising  influence,  and  with  rich  promise  of  a  more  abundant 
shower.  And  the  "  soi^id  of  abundance  of  rain''  has  not  only  gone 
out  through  the  length  and  breadth  of  these  lands,  but  its  echo 
has  ^eady  crossed  Sie  Atlantic,  and  is  heard,  although  as  yet  but 
faintly,  in  ancient  Germany.  May  it  grow  louder  and  louder,  till  it 
wakes  up  slumbering  millions  in  that  land  which  was  the  birth-f^ace 
and  the  nursery  of  the  glorious  Reformation !  The  location  i[  the 
German  Missions  in  so  many  Annual  Conferences,  and  the  mission- 
eries  holding  their  relations  to  the  several  Conferences  within  the 
boands  of  which  they  labour,  are  attended  with  no  small  difficulty 
and  embarrassment  Most  of  the  missionaries  are  young  in  tM 
toiaistry,  and  very  imperfectly  acquainted  with  the  English  langnage. 
This  renders  it  very  difficult,  and  sometimes  wholly  impracticable, 
for  them  to  give  the  Presiding  Elders,  or  the  Conference,  such  in- 
formation of  their  work  as  is  necessary,  or  pass  through  the  exmmK 
nations  required  by  the  Discipline,  unless  there  are  members  who 
are  w^  acquainted  with  both  tongues  to  act  as  interpreters ;  and  In 
many  cases  there  are  none  who  can  do  this. 

The  conferences  in  which  the  missions  are  situated  sit  at  differ- 
ent times,  and  are  attended  by  different  Superintendents.  Conse* 
quendy  they  cannot  know  the  condition  of  the  work,  or  the  circum- 
•Cances  of  the  nissionaries  an  those  eonferances  which  they  do  not 


vttiiid.  Aild  as  h  is  Mvessaty,  id  ihe  present  stste  of  d>s  mnsions, 
lo  mske  freqaent  changes  of  the  missionaries  fimn  one  Conference  t» 
s^^other,  gvesi  en^aoassments  grow  out  of  these  circumstances*  In 
-new  of  the  whole  sulijeety  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  wqi&  woiM  be 
amaaged  with  much  less  difficulty,  and  more  effectually  piompted, 
by  the  constitution  of  a  German  Missionary  Conference,  which 
wonid  hring  the  whole  work,  at  the  same  time,  under  the  oversight 
of  one  Supeiintetident,  and  thereby  enable  him  to  make  the  necessary 
changes  with  no  greater  loss  of  time,  and  probably  with  less  expense, 
than  on  the  present  system^  Another  ^eat  advantage  would  atise< 
from  this  plan.  ^1  the  missionanes  would  be  together  at  the  same 
time  and  plsiee.  The  young  men  would  have  the  benefit  of  the  in** 
straction  and  counsel  of  their  elder  brethren,  'communicated  in  a  lan- 
guage which  they  could  understand.  All  their  examinatiens  might 
be  in  their  own  tongue,  by  ministers  of  sound  understanding,  and 
mature  age,  and  well  informed  in  the  doctrines,  discipline,  and  insti- 
tutions of  Methodism.  This  would  greatly  advance  their  improve* 
ment  in  the  essential  qualifications  for  their  work ;  and  at  the  same' 
time,  as  all  would  be  interpreted,  to  enable  the  President  to  have  iViU< 
information  of  the  state  of  the  missions,  and  of  the  men  to  fill  them, 
those  who  were  unacquainted  with  the  En^ish  language  would  have 
'  a  mostJfavourable  opportunity  to  improve  in  the  knowledge  of  it. 

In  case  of  the  institution  of  such  a  Conference,  the  missions  in 
New- York,  Baltimore,  Mobile,  and  Philadelphia,  and,  if  advisable, 
New-Orieans,  might  remain,  as  they  now  are,  attached  to  the  seve- 
ral Conferences  in  which  they  are  located.  And,  comparatively,  no 
inconvenience  would  arise  from  this,  as  the  missionaries  in  charge 
are  well  acquainted  with  both  languages.  All  the  other  missions 
being  in  the  West,  where  the  facilities  of  travelling  are  so  great,  and 
die  fare  so  low,  we  apprehend  no  valid  objection  to  the  proposed 
Conference  can  be  urged  on  the  ground  of  the  loss  of  time,  or  ex* 
pense  of  money. 

Our  Indian  Missions  claim  your  particular  attention.  You  will  be 
put  in  possession  of  important  infonnacion  relative  to  this  department 
of  our  missionary  operations.  It  h  therefore  unnecessary  for  us  to 
enter  into  details.  And  we  judge  it  inexpedient,  in  this  form  of  com- 
munication, to  point  out  those  agencies,  either  devel<^d  or  concealed, 
which  exert  an  influence  hostile  to  our  efforts  to  evangelize  the  In* 
dian  tribes.  Our  business  is  to  detect  the  rise,  -and  watch  the  pro-^ 
gross,  of  these  measures,  as  far  as  we  can,  and  to  employ  alHawfiil  and 
prudential  means,  either  to  rediove  them,  or  counteract  their  ruinous 
tendency. 

The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ,  in  its  sim^^city,  purity,  and 
power,  is  suitable  to  the  condition  of  the  whole  human  race,  whether 
civilised  or  savage.  And  this  adaptation  is  founded  in  the  infinite 
wisdom  and  benevolence  of  its  divine  Author.  But  there  are  collate* 
^ral  and  adventive  measures  which  are  within  the  province  of  sound 
Christian  prudence  and  discretion;  and  therefore  may  be  adopted 
and  modified  according  to  existing  circumstance.  A  knowledge  of 
the  Indian  character,— of  their  habits  and  customs,— of  their  tradi-* 
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tions.  aadprejudices^-^Hif  tlie  relations  they  sustain  to  eaeh  other,  and 
to  the  civU  govermnent  of  the  country,  is  of  no  small  importanao  in 
the  adoption  and  execution  of  these  measures.  The  education  of  the 
Indian,  such  as  it  is,  teaches  him  to  venerate  age ;  and  from  him 
knowledge  of  the  white  man,  he  learns  to  be  suspicious.  And  it  b 
only  by  trial  and  acquaintance  that  his  confidence  is  secured.  In 
relation  to  these  facts,  the  employment  of  young .  and  inezperiencod 
ipen,  both  in  the  missions  and  schools,  and  &e.  frequent  changes 
which  hitherto  have  been  almost  unavoidable,  have  been  uniavoiira- 
ble  to  our  success.  But  with  all  these  disadvantages,  we  have  abun- 
dant cause  to  rejoice  and  take  counge.  We  are  doing  a  great  wodt 
in  the  princfpal  missions  and  schools,  as  Reports  will  show. 
.  Although  we  have  not  been  able  to  extend  the  missions  among  the 
people  of  colour  in  the  southern  and  southwestern  states  according  to 
our  ardent  desires,  and  the  providential  openings  before  us,  for  want 
of  pecuniaiy  means,  still  we  rejoice  that  we  have  not  beenr  compelled 
to  abandon  the  fields  which  we  have  already  under  cultivation ;  and 
that  we  have  been  enabled  to  occupy  some  new  and  very  promising 
grounds.  It  is  a  matter  of  gratulation  to  the  friends  of  humanity  and 
religion,  and  of  devout  thanksgiving  to  God,  that  the  unhappy  excite* 
ment  which,  for  several  years,  spread  a  dark  cloud  over  our  pros- 
pects, and  weakened  our  hands,  and  filled  our  hearts  with  grief,  has 
died  away,  and  almost  ceased  to  blast  our  labours.  Confidence  in  the 
integrity  of  our  principles,  and  the  purity  of  our  motives,  which  for  a 
time  was  shaken,  is  restored.  New  and  extensive  fields  are  opening 
before  us,  and  inviting  us  to  the  harvest*  The  conviction  of  the  duty 
and  benefit  of  giving  religious  instruction  to  servants  is  constantly 
increasing.  The  self-sacrificing  zeal  of  the  missionaries  is  worthy  of 
the  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged, — the  cause  of  humanity  ;  the 
cause  of  the  salvation  of  souls  ;  the  cause  of  God.  Brethren,  suffer 
us  to  beseech  you,  by  the  tender  mercies  of  God,  by  the  precious 
blood  of  Jesus,  and  by  the  crying  spiritual  wants  of  perishing  thou- 
sands for  whom  he  died,  to  strengthen  the  hands  and  encourage  the 
hearts  of  your  fellow-labourers,  who  are  more  directly  engaged  i^ 
this  blessed  work,  by  your  ceaseless  prayers  to  God  for  them. 

We  cannot  but  view  ic  as  a  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  the  s{Hritual 
interests  of  the  people  of  colour,  in  these  Unite4  States,  have  been  so 
long  and  so  greatly  neglected  by  the  Christian  Churches.  And  it  is 
greatly  to  be  feared,  that  we  are  not  innocent  in  this  thing.  While 
We  profess  to  sympathize  with  millions  of  the  African  race  b  this 
land,  being  children  of  the  same  common  Father  of  mankind,  *'  who 
has  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  jnen  to  dwell  upon  the  face  of 
&e  whole  e^rth  i"  but  who  are  deprived  of  equal  civil  righu  and  privi- 
leges with  the  white  citizens,  by  the  laws  and  institutions  of  th& 
country,  over  which  we  have  no  control ;  have  we  not  been  negli- 
gent of  their  higher,  even  their  eternal,  interests,  which  we  are  at 
perfect  liberty,  and  have  the  means,  to  promote  ?  And,  if  so,  is  not 
this  neglect,  especially  in  their  circumstances,  a  viojation  of  the  laws 
«»f  our  coQunon  nature,  and  the  obligations  founded  in  the  relations  we 
sustain  to  them  in  a  common  brotherhood?    There  is,  blessed  bs 
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God^no  bar  in  the  laws  of  our  cocintry  to  prevent  them  ftotii  receiving 
religious  instruction,  or  being  gathered  into  the  fold  of  Grod.  Here, 
then,  we  have  an  open  door.  We  may  ]»«ach  the  Gospel  of  Christ 
10  them,  unite  them  in  the  commnnion  of  his  Church,  and  introduce 
them  to  a  participation  of  the  blessings  of  her  fellowship,  and  thus  be 
ihe  instruments  of  their  preparation  for  the  riches  of  the  inheritance 
of  the  saints  in  glory.  This,  as  ministers  of  Christ,  is  our  vxfrk,  and 
should  be  our  glory  and  joy.  This,  by  the  grace  of  God  helping  us, 
we  can  do ;  iMit  to  raise  Uiem  to  equal  civil  rights  and  privileges  is 
not  within  our  power.  Let  us  not  labour  in  vain,  and  spend  our 
strength  for  naught.  In  this  cause  we  are  debtors  both  to  the  bond 
and  the  free  ;  yea,  to  all  men.  But  are  we,  as  servants  of  a  Master 
whose  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world,  discharging  our  (^ligations  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  our  ability?  Have  we  neglected  no  means  within 
our  power  to  promote  the  present  and  eternal  weU-bcing  of  this  ntt^ 
Bierous  and  needy  class  of  our  brethren  ?  ,  Let  facts  give  the  answer. 
From  an  examination  of  c^cial  records,  if  appears  that  there  are  four 
Annual  Conferences,  in  which  there  is  not  a  single  coloured  member 
in  the  Church.  £ight  others  have  an  aggregate  number  of  four  hui»- 
dred  and  sixty-three,  averaging  less  than  sixty.  And  taking  fifteen, 
almost,  one  half  of  the  Conferences  in  the  connection,  and  some  of 
them  among  the  largest,  both  in  the  ministry  and  membership,  and  the 
whole  number  of  coloured  members  is  but  one  thousand  three  hun-. 
dred  and  nine,  giving  an  average  of  less  than  ninety.  It  is  well 
known  that  in  many  of  these  Conferences  there  is  a  numerous 
coloured  popi:dation,  and  in  each  of  them  a  very  considerable  number. 
It  is  presumed  that  the  freedom  of  the  people  of  colour,  within  the 
bounds  of  these  Conferences,  will  not  be  urged  as  the  cause  of  their 
not  being  brought  under  religious  influence,  and  gathered  into  the  fold 
of  Christ  We  are  certainly  not  prepared  to  admit  that  a  state  of  ser- 
vitude is  more  favourable  to  the  success  of  the  Gospel,  in  its  experi- 
mental and  practical  effects,  than  a  state  of  freedom.  Facts  will 
clearly  show  that  this  is  not  the  cause.  In  the  city  of  Baltimore 
alone  there  are  nearly  four  times  the  number  of  coloured  people  in 
the  Church  that  we  find  in  the  fifteen  Conferences  referred  to ;  and 
yet  a  vast  majority  of  them  are  as  free  as  they  are  in  almost  all  the 
states  embraced  in  these  Conferences*.  It  may  be  well  for  us  to  ex- 
amine this  subject  earefnlly,  ia  connection  with  our  high  responsi- 
bility. 

Ai^r  reviewing  with  careful  attention  the  views  we  submitted  at 
your  last  session  on  the  subject  of  collegiate  education,  we  see  no 
cause  for  changing  those  views  in  any  material  point.  But  so  far 
as  facts  have  transpired,  they  have  confirmed  us  in  the  correctness 
of  the  opinions  we  had  then  formed.  What  at  that  time  appeared 
with  many,  and  it  may  be  with  the  General  Conference  itself,  to  be 
oidy  doubtful  in  policy,  will  now  appear  in  the  li^t  and  force  of 
facts,  not  to  be  resisted.  What  then  seemed  to  us  sound  in  theory, 
will  now  be  presented  with  that  kind  of  demonstration  which  is  de« 
rived  from  the  agreement  of  efileets  with  their  causes.  We  appre- 
hend that  \f-accurcUe  and  JuU  reports  of  the  fiiaattcial  condition  of  ouf 
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collegiate  institutions  are  laid  before  you,  as  tbey  certainly  slioajd  be» 
it  will  clearly  appear^  as  ttuMw  of  fact,  that  a  number  ii  them  are 
trembling  to  their  foundations ;  and  if  ihey  have  not  already  sua* 
pended  dieir  operations  and  closed  their  doors  as  colleges^  such  a 
painful  issue  is  no  longer  doubtful.  These  colleges  may  have  had 
their  rise  and  progress  without  your  direction  or  supermtendenoe  ^ 
hut  they  caimot  have  their  decline  and  fall  without  involving  your 
reputation,  and  that  of  the  whole  Church.  The  community  at  large 
are  authorized  to  consider  them  Methodist  institutions.  And  will  it 
not  be  s»d  that,  not  having  cowfiud  the  costy  we  began  to  build,  but 
were  not  able  to  finish  ?  We  cannot  but  believe  that  this  state  of 
things  is  the  result  *of  sectional  action^  without  aeeurats  eaUvlation^ 
of  Uie  permanent  revenue  necessary  to  sustain  such  institutions. 
And  here  we  beg  leave  to  repeat,  in  substance,  what  we  submitted 
in  our  former  Address— That  universities  and  colleges  should  never 
be  considered  as  settled  upon  a  safe  and  firm  foun&tion  till  they  are 
endowed  with  permanent  funds,  affording  an  available  revenue  equal 
to  the  support  of  their  faculties.  Common  sense,  and  common  ex- 
perience,  without  any  very  close  financial  calculations,  and  without 
waiting  for  the  painful  evidence  which  a  fadwrt  will  afford,  are  suffi* 
cient  to  demonstrate  that  such  institutions  can  never  be  effectually 
sustained,  according  to  their  mie  design,  by  a  promiscuous  revenue^ 
derived  from  annual  subscriptions  and  donations,  at  the  will  of  the 
patrons.  It  must  be  evident  that  the  only  safe  basis  of  financial 
calculation  is  the  relation  between  assets  and  liabilities — income  and 
outlay ;  and  if  the  former  is  not  mtai  to  the  latter,  there  is  defect^ 
either  in  the  design  or  execution  of  the  system.  If  by  any  measures 
which  the  General  Conference  can  devise,  and  the  sectional  pro- 
visions  and  control  of  these  institutions  will  admit,  any  number  of 
them  can  be  placed  upon  a  permanent  foundation,  and  elevated  in 
their  redi  chartteter  to  what  is  implied  in  their  titles,  they  would  cer- 
tainly be  a  very  valuable  acquisition  to  science  and  literature,  and  of 
great  fud  general  benefit  to  the  Church.  But,  in  case  of  their  failure, 
a  reaction  will  be  produced,  ruinous  of  our  edooa^ional  enterprise, 
from  the  effects  of  which  it  will  require  a  long  time,  with  great 
labour  and  expensoi  to  recover. 

The  improvement  of  our  ministry  in  Biblieal  literature  and  general 
theological  science— Hhe  diffusion  of  the  elements  of  useful  and  gene- 
ral  knowledge  among  the  people  of  our  charge— iind  the  training  of 
the  rising  generati<m,  are  subjects  of  such  vast  magnitnde  and  import* 
auce  as  to  require  our  most  profound  regard.  The  events  which  are 
now  transpiring  in  the  Church  and  in  the  world,  and  especially  in 
our  own  country,  with  the  aspects  they  cast  upon  the  future,  can 
scarcely  fail  to  arrest  the  attention  of  wise  and  good  men.  With 
such  "  signs  of  the  tunes  ^  before  us,  in  the  position  which  we  now 
occjapy  among  the  Protestant  Churches  of  Christendom,  we  should 
be  unfaithful  to  our  Master  and  his  cause,  and  to  the  inillions  who 
look  to  us  as  their  instructors  in  matters  of  Christian  £uth  and  pno- 
tice,  if  we  did  not  adopt  measures  and  put  forth  efihrts  suitable  to  the 
f3ag«iicae»!rf  the  timet.  (      .   . 


Perhtps  ao  period  in  tl^e  history  of  Ibe  Cborch  since  the  iUasttitaB 
erat>f  the  Reforisiatioii  has  been  distingnifthed  by  more  4eepiy-inte- 
lestine  oceurreoces  than  a  few  of  the  last  years.  And  howerer  care* 
fuUy  die  elements  which  are  now  in  operation,  both  in  ciTil  and  reti* 
gions  communities,  may  be  analyzed,  or  by  whatever  power  of  asso- 
ciation of  which  the  human  mind  is  capable  in  appHcaUon  to  causes 
end  effects,  resnlts  may  be  calculated,  i{  requires  a  mind  which  can 
comprehend  the  fiitiiTe'«s  perfectly  as  the  past  to  determine  what  will 
be  the  ultimate  issues. 

It  cannot  haTe  escaped  die  observation  of  the  evangelical  PtoiBat- 
ent  Chorehes  that  these  last  few  years  have  been  mariced  with  a  re- 
newed, and  simulfkneous,  and  mighty  movement  of  Papal  Rome  to 
recover  that  domination  and  influence  which  ^e  so  reluctaaftly  yield- 
ed to  the  champions  of  Scriptural  truth  and  righteoosness  in  the  six* 
teenth  century.  Civil  and  ecclesiastical  legislation,' — arts  and  sci- 
ences, and  literature, — have  all  been  ladd  under  contribution  to  ]^ro- 
fBOte  the  deep  design.  The  restoration  of  orders  which,  if  not 
extanot,  had  become  almost  powerless,  the  multiplication  of  prieete, 
and  the  increase  of  prelatical  dignitaries,  are  all  employed  iaconneo- 
tional  harmony,  to  achieve  the  objects  of  the  enterprise.  The  esta- 
blishment of  schools  and  colleges,  literary  and  thedogkal,  with  a 
design  to  wield  the  mighty  engine  of  education  to  'mould  the  minds 
of  the  rising  generation  in  conformity  to  the  doctrines  of  their  creed, 
and  the  forms  of  their  worship,  is  no  unimportant  or  inefficient  paA 
of  that  extensive  system  of  policy  which  is  now  in  operiiticm. 

The  press,  whose  name  is  legion,  by  its  issues  of  books  and  peii- 
odicals  for  pqinlar  reading,  tike  the  legends  and  ballads  of  other 
days,  is  made  to  exert  an  influence  powerful  in  its  combination,  and 
certain  in  its  results.  And  to  give  the  greater  security  to  the  ad- 
vancement and  final  success  of  wis  vast  and  complicated  nsaelnneiy, 
the  whole  must  be  kept  in  motion  nnder  the  mystic  veil  of  a  subtle 
«nd  false  theology,  and  by  the  imposition  of  pompous  forms  and 
ceremonies.  To  cap  the  climax,  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  denied  to 
the  mass  of  die  people,  and  repudiated  as  the  only  and  sufficient 
rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  creeds,  and  tradition,  and  councils, 
doubtful  and  contradictory,  are  superadded  to  supply  the  defect  of 
the  inspired  canon.  With^uch  a  combination  of  powerful  agencies 
Romanism  is  now  labouring,  not  only  to  recover  what  it  lost  of  its 
former  supremacy  in  the  Reformation,  but  also  to  assert  and  estsftilish 
its  monstrous  pretensions  in  countries  never  subject  either  to  it^ 
civil  or  ecclesiastical  authority.  With  these  weapons  die  Papal 
power  has  invaded  Protestant  communities  with  such  success  as 
should  awaken  and  unite  the  energies  of  the  evangelical  Churches 
of  Christ  in  every  pan  of  the  world. 

But  it  is  net  to  the  measures  of  the  Papal  hierarchy  alone  that  we 
must  look  as  distinguishing  the  period  of  which  we  speak*  Coun« 
tries  professedly  Protestant  have  become  the  theatres  of  transactions 
of  the  deepest  interest  to  all  Christians  who  would  maintain  the  sa« 
premacy  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  the  purity  and  spirituality  of 
the  Church  catholic,  in  the  ministration  of  the  .word,  and  ordinances, 
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and  discipline  of  Christ  The  high  assumptiOiis  of  dio  prelatical 
dignitaries  of  the  National  Establishment  of  England,  and  the  cones- 
ponding  pretensions  of  "  High  Ghinchmen"  in  our  own  country,  are 
too  strongly  marked  as  significant  "  signs  of  the  times,"  to  pass  un- 
<^eryed  by  those  denominations  of  Christians  who  are  widiout  the 
visible  pale  of  *'  the  Church"  urging  such  claims  to  exclusire  diyine 
rights.  Were  this  a  question  of  simple  abstract  theory  only,  non- 
conforming and  dissenting  Churches  might  very  safely  retire  from  the 
^  field,  and  leave  the  controversy  to  be  conducted  and  settled  by  the 
hostile  champions  of  either  party  in  ".the  only  true  ^lostolical 
Church."  But  when  the  subject  is  viewed  in  its  true  aspect,  as  in- 
volving important  doctrines  of  Scripture  revelation,  and  results  of 
momentous  concern,  not  only  to  all  Christian  Churches  not  having 
deri^ved  their  ministerial  functions  in  the  regular  order  of  the  pretend- 
ed "  divine  apostolical  succession,"  but  also  to  millions  of  a  &Uen 
world,  who,  it  is  to  be  feared^  will  never  be  gathered  into  the  fold  of 
Christ,  and  have  "  the  pure  word  of  God  preached,  and  the  sacntp 
ments  duly  administered,  according  to  Christ's  ordkiance,  in  all  those 
things  that  of  necessity  are  requisite  to  the  same,"  if  they  are  to  de- 
pend on  these  "  successors  of  the  apostles"  to  convey  to  them  such 
inestimable  blessings,  it  must  be  considered  of  sufiicient  importance 
to  call  into  requisition  the  united,  vigorous,  and  persevering  effort  of 
the  whda  body  of  Piotestant  Christians  who  disclaim  such  high  pre- 
tensions. 

'  It  is  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that,  if  these  claims  can  be  sustained 
by  the  authority  of  Holy  Scripture,  there  is  no  valid  Christian 
Hiinistry-^that  is,  no  ministry  authcnnzed  and  approved  by  Christ,  or 
calledaecording  to  his  will  by  the  Holy  Ghost — which  has  not  been  in- 
stituted by  the  consecration  of  an  order  who  are  the  regular  and  author^ 
ised  successors  of  the  holy  apostles  in  an  uninterrupted  line  of  descent 

Upon  the  same  premises  it  is  equally  certain  that  there  is  no  body  of 
Christians,  by  whatever  name  or  title  it  may  be  known,  which  has 
'Sny  valid  claim  to  be  a  Church,  according  to  Christ's  institution, 
which  is  not  constituted  by,  and  in  connection  with,  a  ministry 
jeceiving  all  its  authority  by  virtue  of  this  unbroken  ^xwtolic  succes- 
sion ;  and  consequently,  that  the  sacraments  of  Christ,  administered 
oat  of  this  order  of  succession^  axe  as  invalid,  not  to  say  profane,  as 
would  have  been  the  services,  under  the  law  which  God  had  exclu- 
siyeLy  committed  to  the  priesthood,  had  they  been  performed  by  other 
hands. 

Now  we,  in  common  with  all  other  nonconforming  and  dissenting 
Christians,  repudiate  these  high  and  exclusive  pretensions ;  firmly 
believing  that  they  cannot  be  sustained  by  Holy  Scripture,  by  tra- 
dition, or  by  any  authority  of  the  early  Fathers.  And  whatever  con- 
fidence we  may  have  in  the  soundness  of  the  faith,  and  genuineness 
of  the  piety,  (and  we  rejoice  to  have  such  confidence,)  b^h  of  clergy 
and  laity  in  a  Church  which  claims  such  exclusive  right,  we  cannot 
relinquish  what  we  believe  to  be  our  '*  high  calling  of  God"  to  the 
pretensions  of  men,  however  distinguished,  founded  on  a  successioo 
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which,  we  are  firmly  perluaded,  is  without  authority  from  any  insti** 
tution  of  Christ,  or  his  holy  Apostles,  and  which,  as  we  believe, 
Omniscience  itself  cannot  trace. 

To  make  the  validity  of  the  ministry  of  the  word  and  ordinances 
of  Christ  depend,  to  say  the  leas^  upon  such  doubtful  authority,  is  to 
unsettle,  if  not  remove,  that  sure  foundation  of  apostolic  doctrine  on 
which  the  Church  of  Christ  is  built.  It  neutralizes  that  fundamental 
truth  of  the  Gospel  revelation,  that  the  ministry  appointed  and  perr 
petuated  in  Christ's  kingdom  upon  earth  involves  these  essential  doc- 
urines  : — ^The  special  calling  of  j^od  by  the  Holy  Ghost — ^the  abiding 
influence  of  the  same  Holy  Spirit — ^purity  of  doctrine,  according  to 
the  only  and  sufficient  rule  of  faith — a  spiritual  union  with  Christ, 
the  living  and  only  Head  of  his  Church — and  a  life  of  sincere  and 
humble  obedience  to  his  commands.  The  practical  results  of  such 
a  theory  are  natural  and  obvious. 

The  Holy  Scriptures,  as  the  unadulterated  fountain  of  truth,  are 
the  surest  safeguard  against  the  prevalence  of  these  Papal  and  pre^ 
latical  dogmas.  If  the  Bible  is  prohibited,  or  its  defect  as  a  rule  of 
faith  and  practice  maintained,  as  the  means  of  giving  currency  to  the 
most  dangerous  and  fatal  errors,  it  is  the  sound  policy,  as  well  as 
the  sacred  duty,  of  the  fiends  of  evangelical  truth  and  godliness  to ' 
use  their  utmost  efforts  to  put  this  blessed  book  into  as  many  hands 
as  possible ;  and  to  circulate  it  both  at  home  and  in  foreign  lands  to 
the  utmost  extent  of  their  ability. 

Popery  fears  nothing  so  much  as  the  book  of  God  in  the  hands  of 
the  common  mass  of  the  people.  It  is  the  *'  ^word  of  the  Spirit" 
piercing  through  and  through,  and  exposing  to  open  day  its  deadly 
errors,  and  its  deep  and  hidden  designs. 

The  exigences  of  the  times  call  aloud  for  renewed  effort  on  the 
part  of  the  Church,  and  especially  the  ministry,  to  disseminate  these 
precious  oracles  of  God.  No  pains  should  be  spared  to  get  them  into 
all  the  families  to  which  we  can  have  access.  Our  missionaries, 
especially  such  as  labour  in  towns  and  cities,  among  seamen,  in  the 
German  missions,  and  on  foreign  stations,  should  be  well  supplied 
with  Bibles  for  gratuitous  distribution.  Our  influence  must  be  ex- 
erted in  the  pulpit  and  from  the  press,  and  by  every  lawful  and  ptu- 
dent  measure,  till  every  institution  of  learning  under  our  patronage  or 
control  is  leavened  with  the  word  of  God,  and  till  it  is  universally 
introduced  as  a  text-book  in  the  common-school  system  of  education 
in  our  country.  It  must  be  our  Alpha  and  Omega  in  our  studies,  in 
our  preaching,  and  at  our  family  altars.  A  Biblical  departmmt  in  all 
our  official  journals,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  BihU  cause,  might  be 
of  incalculable  benefit  in  advancing  this  great  interest.  We  suggest 
the  inquiry  whether  the  very  large  proportion  of  these  journals  now 
filled  up  with  common  oUtudry  notices^  to  say  nothing  of  the  poetical 
polumns,  would  not  be  more  available  in  promoting  the  cause  of  God 
and  truth,  if  these  notices  should,  to  a  great  extent,  be  omitted  to  give 

Sace  to  such  a  department.     "  The  American  Bible  Society''  has  a 
gh  claim  upon  us  in  the  position  we  now  sustain  among  the  Chri»« 
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tian  Cburclies,  and  with  the  means  within  our  power  to  promote  those 
grand  enterprises  the  ultimate  object  of  which  is  the  conversion  cfthe 
world  to  God,  In  this  great,  and  benevolent,  and  evangelical  institu- 
tion, there  is  not  a  single  trait  of  sectarianism,  or  denominational  lit- 
tleness. It  is  a  vast  catholic  concern,  from  the  aid  of  which  no  lover 
of  Jesus,  and  the  souls  he  has  redeemed  with  his  blood,  has  any  valid 
cause  to  withhold  his  hand.  We  recommend  the  adoption  of  such 
measures  as  jour  wisdom  may  devise  to  bring  more  effectually  into 
requisition  the  resources  of  the  Church,  and  the  people  who  attend  our 
ministry  in  promoting  the  designs  of  the  institution. 

The  necessity  and  importance  of  a  thorough  course  of  Biblical 
literature  and  theological  science,  for  the  improvement  of  our  minis- 
try, have  long  been  feh,  and  the  want  of  it  seen  and  regretted  by  many 
of  our  able  and  most  useful  ministers,  and  by  thousands  of  onr  en- 
lightened and  devoted  members,  and  never  more  than  at  the  pre* 
sent  day. 

It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  the  Romanists  were  never  engaged  in 
fortifying  their  system,  and  pushing  forward  its  designs  on  this  ground  ' 
to  so  great  an  extent  as  at  the  present  time.  They  know  the  power 
of  the  priesthood,  and  they  are  determined  to  employ  it  to'  the  best 
advantage.  The  Protestant  Churches  are  diligently  employed  in  the 
same  work.  But  such  a  83rstematic  course  of  study  is  still  a  deside- 
ratum in  our  own  Church.  We  have  already  in  print  many  invalua- 
ble books  in  several  branches  of  Christian  theology,  and  by  selec- 
tion and  abridgment  a  complete  course  might  be  prepared  with  such 
an  amount  of  labour  and  expense  as  would  be  light  in  the  balance, 
compared  with  the  benefits  which  would  be  derived  from  it.  If  we 
would  contend  successfully  with  the  great  and  growing  errors  of  the 
age,  especially  those  to  which  we  have  alluded,  and  advance  the  tri- 
umph of  the  uncorrupted  truth  of  God,  it  appears  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  our  ministry  should  be  more  perfectly  disciplined  for  the 
great  work. 

If  all  the  ministers  cannot  avail  themselves,  to  any  great  extent,  of 
the  advantages  of  such  a  course,  very  many  of  them  can,  and  diis 
would  be  a  rich  compensation  for  ail  the  labour  and  expense. 

Sunday-school  instruction  may  justly  be  regarded  as  one«  of  the 
most  effectual  auxiliaries  which  we  can  employ  for  the  prevention  of 
the  destructive  influence  of  error,  by  preoccupying  the  infant  mind 
with  the  germs  of  Scriptural  truth.  Aliiiough  it  is  matter  of  rejoicing 
that  a  great  amount  of  good  has  been  accomplished  by  this  service, 
it  is  believed  that  much  more  might  be  done  with  a  system  better 
adapted  to  the  capacities  of  the  subjects  of  instruction,  and  with  books 
suitable  to*  different  classes  in  the  several  stages  of  improvement. 
Classification,  for  many  reasons,  has  always  been  regarded  as  an  im- 
portant provision  in  a  system  of  instruction,  especially  for  children. 
We  need  not  enlarge  on  its  utility :  but  we  are  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  and  obligation  of  renewed  and  persevering  effort  in 
extending  the  operations  of  the  institution,  so  as  to  embrace  tens  of 
thousands  of  the  children  of  our  people  who  have  not  been  brotq^ 
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under  its  salutary  inflaence,  and  of  revising  and  knpKOTing  the  system, 
both  with  respeqt  to  the  mode  of  instruction,  and  the  books  to  be  used, 
60  as  to  afford  the  best  helps  and  the  greatest  facility  in  accomplishing 
its  benevolent  designs.  We  recommend  to  your  deliberate  attention 
the  memorial  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  C)ommittee  on  this  interesting 
subject 

Joshua  Soule, 
Elijah  HsDniNe^ 
James  O.  Andrew, 
B.  Wattgh, 
^  Thos.  a.  Morris. 

NeW'Yark,  May  2,  1844. 


B.-ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America  :^ 

Vbrt  Dear  Brethren, — Finding  it  impracticable  at  this  time 
to  depute  a  personal  messenger  from  our  body  as  a  repf  esentattve  in 
your  next  General  Conference  of  our  fraternal  relation  to  you,  we 
have  resolved  to  address  you  by  letter,  and  in  this  way  to  maintaia 
that  friendly  intercourse  with  you  which  we  trust  nothing  will  ever 
be  permitted  to  interrupt  or  destroy.  Partakers,  as  we  are,  of  the 
same  origin,  the  same  faith,  die  same  spiritual  Uessings,  and,  with  a 
few  external  and  circumstantial  differences,  of  the  same  ecclesiastical 
iUscipline,  we  desire  that  we  may  also  costiaue  to  be  partakers  of 
the  benefits  which  spring  from  a  free  interchange  of  Christian  fellow^ 
ship.  Our  pmyer  to  God  is,  that  pure  and  primitive  Christianity  may 
"flourish  yet  more  abundantly  among  us  on  both  sides  of  the  Adantie, 
and  that  **  mercy  unto  you,"  as  well  as  unto  ourselves,  **  and  peace,  and 
love,"  may  '*  be  multiplied." 

The  visit  of  your  honoured  delegate,  the  venerable  Biehop  Souk, 
to  eur  country,  was  exiceeding ly  welcome  and  gratifying  to  ne.  Hia 
kindly  spirit  in  every  season  of  our  more  private  interviews  wiih 
him,— ^e  lively  interest  which  he  took  in  all  our  concerns,  whether 
domestic  or  foreign, — the  copious  information  with  which  he  Aivoin^ 
us  concerning  the  plans,  proceedings,  and  evangelieal  oonqnests  of 
your  branch  of  our  Lord's  universal  churoh,--*«nd  his  trdy^ahle  and 
edifying  pubHc  ministrations  among  us,  have  left  an  im^rtesion  on 
our  minds  which  time  will  not  easily  efface.  Long  may  he  be  spared 
in  life,  and  blessed,  by  our  Heavenly  Master,  as  aa  instrument  of  yet 
greater  and  more  extensive  good !  By  the  care  of  Divine  Providenooi 
he  is  now  returned  in  safety  to  your  dborea ;  and  he  will  be  able  lo 
supply  you  with  intelligence  of  our  movements,,  triab,  aad  auceessaa, 
far  beyond  what  we  slKmld  be  able  to  convey  in  any  wijtien  conumh 
nication. 

We  should  do  injustice  to  our  sentiments  and  feelings  toward  the 
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]M)noi]red  companion  of  the  Teneriable  Bishop,  the  Rev.  Thomaa  B. 
Sargent,  were  we  not  to  express  the  satisfaction  and  pleasure  which 
his  visit  has  afforded  us.  His  amiable  spirit,  ardent  piety,  ministerial 
services  and  intercourse,  have  been  highly  gratif3angto  ourselves  and 
beneficial  to  those  congregations  of  our  people  to  whom  he  has  pro- 
claimed the  common  scdvation. 

Sincerely  do  we  unite  with  you  in  thanksgivings  to  Almighty  God, 
'^  the  Father  of  mercies,  and  the  God  of  all  consolation,"  for  the  ex- 
traordinary prosperity  which  he  has  granted  to  the  patient  and  self- 
denying  efforts  of  his  servants  in  the  Western  world.  When  we 
reflect  on  the  magnitude  of  that  field  which  you  and  your  coadjutors 
are  employed  to  cultivate  ^-r— on  the  number  of  the  agents  who  are  in- 
cessantly engaged  in  the  work,— on  the  vast  increase  which  you  have 
the  happiness  annually  to  report, — and  on  the  indirect  influence 
which  your  efiicient  toU  can  scarcely  fail  to  exert  on  other  Christian 
communities,  we  rest  in  the  satisfactory  assurance  that "  Christ  is"  so 
widely  **  preached,"  not  "  in  pretence,"  but  "  in  truth,"  among  large 
masses  of  redeemed  human  beings,^  whom  we  have  not  known,  or  aro 
ever  likely  to  know,  in  the  flesh ;  and  we  "  therein  do  rejoice,  yea, 
and  will  rejoice."  Our  hope  is  that,  in  your  case,  that  promise  will 
be  constantly  fulfilled :  ''  The  Lord  will  create  upon  every  dwelling 
place  of  Mount  Zion,  and  upon  her  assemblies,  a  cloud  and  smoke  by 
day,  and  the  shining  of  a  flaming  fire  by  night:  for,  upon  all  the  glory 
shall  be  a  defence,"— *'  the  glory"  of  the  Loan  himself,  the  glory  of 
.his  abiding  presence  and  favour,  "  shall  over  all  be  a  covering,"  and, 
therefore,  a  sure  defence  and  protection. 

From  a  careful  consideration  of  questions  which  are  agitated  at  the 
present  time  in  Ghreat  Britain,  and,  less  or  more,  in  America  also,  we 
are  constrained  to  adhere,  with,  firmer  tenacity,  if  possible,  than  ever, 
40  the  high  principle,  ikat  Holy  Seriptttre  is  our  supreme  and  sole  on- 
tharitf  m  all  matters  of  revealed  truth.  Nor  would  we  awno  this  prin- 
ciple merely,  or  plead  for  it  in  occasional  controversy ;  we  would,  by 
m  help  of  God,  practieally  and  habitually  act  upon  it.  It  is  our  fei^ 
vent  wish  that  all  the  ministers  who  are  connected  with  us  should 
devote  themselves,  with  growing  diligence,  to  the  prayerful  study  of 
God's  own  Book, — shonld  avail  themselves  of  every.aid  within  ikeax 
feach  toward  its  right  interpretation,^-should  expound  it  with  all  at- 
tainable skill,  and  apply  it  to  the  several  classes  of  their  hearers 
widi  calm  and  unflinching  fidelity ,-^-esid  should  always  have  it  in 
their  power  to  say,  in  declaration  of  the  sacred  canon  by  which  they 
are  themselves  uniformly  guided,  "  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimony : 
if  th^  speak  not  according  to  this  word,  it  is  because  there  is  no 
light  in  mem." 

Nor  would  we  ne^^ect  the  continual  exposition  and  enforcement  of 
the  vital  Protes^nt  doctrine,  which  our  fathers  anj[  we  have  learned 
from  the  Scriptures  of  God,  that  sinful  man  can  be  justified,  in  the 
.  sight  of  his  of  ended  Judge,  eftdu  "  by  grace  through  faith  "  in  our  LortFs 
&totmg  saerifice.  '*  Nothing  but  thu,"  to  use  the  words  of  our  re- 
vered founder,  "  can  effectaally  prevent  the  increase  of  the  Romish 
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delusion  among  us,"  whatever  form  that  delnsioD  may  asamne,  aad  ^  in 
whatever  degree  it  may  exist."  It  is  endless  to  attack,  one  by  one, 
all  the  errors  of  that  Church.  But  salvation  by  faith  strikes  at  the 
root,  and  all  fall  at  once  where  this  is  estabhshed.  It  was  this  doc* 
trine,  which  our  Church, ''  the  Church  of  England,"  justly  calls  '*  the 
strong  rock  and  foundation  of  the  Christian  rdigion,  that  first  drove 
Foipery  out  of  these  kingdoms ;  and  it  is  this  alone  can  keep  it  out." 

Man's  gratuitous  pardon,  justification,  adoption  into  the  family  of 
God,  through  faith-^-Hsealed  on  the  heart  of  the  penitent  believer  by 
the  Holy  Spirit's  testimcmy — and;  by  means  of  that  very  testimony, 
accompanied  with  a  divine  change  of  heart,  and,  consequently,  of 
life, — this  opens  to  us  a  scheme  of  saving  truth,  most  plainly  taught  in 
the  Word  of  God,  and  most  evidently  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
countless  numbers  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  who,  **  being  justified  by 
faith,"  have  thus,  and  thus  only,  found  "  peace  with  God  through  our 
Lord  Jesiis  Christ,"  with  all  its  attendant  and  following  benefits.  To 
this  doctrine,  then,  we  would  resolutely  cleave.  We  would  proclaim 
it  in  its  own  simplicity,  apart  from  philosophical  niceties,  unprofitable 
distinctions,  or  a  new  voo^^ary  of  terms ;  and  we  are  persuaded 
that,  while  we  do  this  with  honest,  consistent,  and  patient  zeal,  *'  the 
Lord  our  God  "  vnll  '*  be  .with  us,  as  he  was  with  our  fistthers :"  he 
will  '^  not  leave  us,  nor  forsake  us." 

t  Pursuant  to  the  same  system  of  restoring  mercy^  we  fe^l  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  press  upon  our  hearers  the  importance  of  seeking  and 
acquiring  a  more  plentiful  enjoyment  of  God^s  sanctifying  grace.  When 
they'*  have  received  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,"  by  that  faith  which 
plants  him  in  the  heart,  we  would  earnestly  admonish  them,  in  the 
words jof  the  holy  Apostle :  ''  Walk  ye  in  him:  rooted  and  butU  uf^m 
him,  and  stabUshed  in  the  faith,  as  ye  have  been  taught,  abounding 
therein  with  thanksgivittg," — ^^  nourished  up,"  as  he  elsewhere  speaks^^ 
'  in  the  words  of  faith  and  of  good  doctrine."  By  the  gracious  ap« 
pointment  of  God»  "  many,"  even  now,  ''run  to  and  fro,"  in  your  land 
and  in  ours,  "  and  knowledge  is  increased."  For  this  we  are  uif- 
feignedly  thankful  to  Him  with  whom  all  Vl^X  dwells.  But  what 
avuls  knowledge,  though  it  be  a  knowledge  of  the  plan  and  science 
of  salvation  itself,  unless  that  knowledge  be  subordinate  and  auxiliary 
to  wisdom  ?  "  The  H<dy  Scriptures  "  are  intended,  as  they  are  also 
**abl€"  by  the  Spirit's  agency,  to  "make  us  wise  unto  salvatiori- 
through  faith  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus.'*  Our  people  need  morf  wis* 
dom, — we  need  more  wisdom, — ^in  the  attainment  oi  a  deeper  spiritual 
experience,  in  the  more  skilful  conduct  of  the  Christian  life,  in  the 
more  sedulous  cultivation  and  maintenance  of  right  tempers,  words, 
and  practice.  May  "  the  God  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father 
of  glory,  give  unto"  all  his  Church  "  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revela- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  Him !" 

Yet  further,  we  are  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  striving,  in  every- 
thing, to  observe  the  declared  will  of  God,  and  not  to  follow  the  law  of 
humm^  expediency  or  accommodation.    We  are,  indeed,  to  be  "  made 
.  all  things  to  all  men ;"  but  it  is  that  we  may  *'  by  all  means  save 
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seme  i"-^'  ereiy  one  of  us  **  i»  tt>  "  please  bis  neighbour ;"  but  then 
it  ransl  be  "  for  his  good  to  edification,^^  Temptations  arise,  in  the 
.  present  day,  from  established  usages,  from  our  own  long  familiaritj 
with  things  which  will  not  bear  a  close  Scriptural  inspeetion,  frons 
national  prepossessions  and  paitiatities,  from  a  fear  of  exciting  power* 
ful  opposition,  and  from  various  other  sources ;  and  these  temptations 
may  seduce  us,  if  we  do  not  vigilantly  guard  against  them,  into  ooaH 
pliances  unworthy  of  our  Christian  and  ministerial  profession.  To 
this  danger  we  would  be  continually  awake,  lest  we  shoidd  substitute 
earthly  in  the  place  of  heavenly  motives,  or,  at  least,  injuriously  mix 
and  confound  die  one  with  the  other.  Ought  it  not  to  be  every  man's 
devout  inquiry,  ".Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do  ?"  And  ought 
not  every  Christian  minister  to  be  able  to  say,  in  the  language  of  St 
Paul's  exemplary  appeal  to  the  Galatians,  "  Do  I  now  persimde  men, 
ojr  God  ?  or  do  I  seek  to  please  men  ?  for  if  I  yet  pleased  men,  I 
should  not  be  the  servant  of  Christ."  Let  us  encooiage  and  assist 
each  other  to  perform  every  part  of  die  Lord's  work  in  the  Loid's 
own  appointed  way ;  and  let  us  humbly  pray  that  he  may,  in  no  cir* 
cnmstance,  relation,  or  walk  of  life,  "  leaye  us  destitute  of  his  mercy 
and  his  truth."  We  are,  as  we  trust,  right-minded  in  the  prosecution 
and  promotion  of  the  sublime  spiritual  objects  of  our  common  Chris* 
tianity ;  and  <*  if  in  anything  we  be  otherwise,"  or  differently,  **  minded* 
God  shall "  assuredly  "  reveal  even  this  unto  us,"  if  we  wait  on  him 
« in  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,"  and  exercise  an  entire  submis^ 
sion  to  all  his  pleasure. 

And  now,  very  dear  V^thrcta,  we  ^  commend  you  to  God,  and  to 
the  word  of  his  grace,  which  is  able  to  build  us  up,"  wherever  our 
earthly  lot  may  be  cast,  "  and  to  give  us  an  inheritance  among  all 
them  that  are  sanctified."  Your  sj^ere  of  honourable  and  useful 
exertion  in  Christ's  cause  is  mightily  enlarged,  and  the  numbers  of 
those,  once  fugitives  from  God  and  peace,^  Iwt  now  gathered,  through 
Tour  instrumentality,  into  the  enclosure  of  the  Church,  are  marvel- 
lously augmented.  ''  The  Lord  Grod  of "  our '  ^  fathers  make  yon  a 
diousand  times  so  many  more  as  ye  are,  and  bless  you,  as  he  hath 
pcmnised  you." 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference, 

John  Scott,  Pfosiimt, 
KoMRT  Nkwton,  Soeretmf. 

Sh^fM,  August  nth,  1843. 
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C— ADDBESS  TO  THE  BBIT18H  CONF£B£NCE. 
To  the  WssUf/an  Methodist  Conference  of  Great  Britain : 

Bblovbd  Fathers  and  Brethrbn,— The  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  with 
great  pleasure  acknowledge  the  recent  of  your  kind  and  truly  Cfaris* 
tiaii  epistle.  And  we  could  have  been  more  highly  gratified  only  by  » 
▼isit  of  one  of  your  number  as  your  representatiye  to  our  body.  We. 
are  happy  to  be  assured,  that  declining  the  appointment  of  a  delegate 
to  this  Conference  has  arisen  from  urgent  causes,  which  imply  no  want 
of  interest  in  the  well-being  and  progress  of  Methodism  in  this  country, 
nor  aay  loss  of  affection  for  the  American  connection.  We  earnestly 
request  that  a  representative  may  be  appointed  by  your  body  to  meet 
tbe  G^eneral  Conference  of  1848,  when,  it  may  be  presumed,  arrange- 
ments will  be  made  to  reciprocate  such  a  demonstration  of  continued 
affection  and  confidence.  To  your  fraternal  and  apostolical  s^tation 
we  most  sincerely  and  devoutly  respond,  **  Grace,  mercy,  and  peac6 
be  upon  you,  »nd  upon  the  Israel  of  God.'' 

The  vibit  of  our  beloved  brethren,  Rev.  M.  Richey  and  the  Rev.  W. 
Case,  from  your  missions  in  Upper  Canada,  has  been  peculiarly  wcdoooM 
to  us  and  refreshing  to  our  spirits.  To  these  devoted  men  we  wish 
abundant  success  in  the  vastly  important  field,  Which  in  the  Providence 
of  God  they  are  called  to  cultivate.  Their  presence  «nd  their  inte- 
resting communications  have  encouraged  us  greatly.  And  their  truly 
apostolic  spirit  afforded  us  additional  evidence  that  the  true  Wesleyan 
spirit  still  lives  in  the  missions  under  your  charge. 

The  unity  of  the  several  branches  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  ki 
the  great  elements  of  Christianity  is  as  marked  as  it  is  demonstrative 
of  the  legitimacy  of  their  succession.  We  rejoice  in  the  fact,  whi<^h 
the  worid  looks  upon  with  admiration,  that  Wesleyan  Methodism,  in  aU 
parts  of  tbe  world,  is  the  same  in  doctrine,  discipline,  spirit,  and  practice. 
We  have  "  one  body,  and  one  spirit,  even  as  we  are  called  in  one  h<^ 
of  our  calling;  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism,  one  God  and 
Father  of  all,  who  is  above  all,  and  through  all,  and  in  us  all." 

The  great  doctrines  of  justification  by  faith  alone,  and  of  sanctHlcaF- 
tion  by  the  Spirit  afa>ne,  with  us  are  fundamental ;  and  otir  oppoaitioB 
to  all  the  forms  of  that  corrupt  Christianity,  which  attribotes  aaving 
efficacy  to  extemd  rites  and  to  ceremonies  of  human  devising,  ia  sterai 
and  uncomjMoiiiising.  The  encroachments  of  Popery  and  semi^Poporyy 
which  have  recently  occasioned  so  much  agitation  in  this  countiy,  ■• 
well  as  in  Great  Britian,  have,  under  the  good  hand  of  onr  God,  tkn» 
far  been  ovenruled  fbr  the  greater  progress  and  the  more  finn  establish- 
ment of  evangelical  principles.  We  have  no  cause  here  to  regret  th* 
open  colHsion  between  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  the  false  theologjr 
ef  those  who  by  way  of  eminence  denominate  themselves  Catholiewj 
In  an  open  and  fair  field,  truth  has  nothing  to  fear  from  a  conflict  with 
error.  To  high  and  extravagant  assumptions  we  oppose  the  evidence 
of  experience^and  to  the  traditions  of  men,  the  inndlible  lacorda  of 
troth;  '« What  in  the  chaff  to  the  wheat,  saith  the  Lord."    The  vain 
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fancies  and  airy  visions  of  the  dark  ages  may  find  a  place  in  minds 
of  a  certain  class,  even  in  the  light  of  the  nineteenth  century;  but  the 
faithful  preaching  of  the  gospel  of  Christ — that  gospel  which  is  *<the 
power  of  God  and  the  wisdom  of  God" — will  present  a  barrier  in  the 
way  of  their  progress  which  they  cannot  ever  pass.  The  minds  of  our 
people  having  been  thoroughly  imbued  with  evangelical  principles, 
constitute  an  incongenial  soil  for  the  dogmas  of  Rome  or  Oxford,  and 
hence,  though  our  societies  have  been  fiei^cely  assaulted  by  uncatholic 
exclusiveness  and  denunciation,  they  have  suffered  little  more  than  the 
mere  annoyance  necessarily  occasioned  by  the  ceaseless  din  of  those 
who  think  it  quite  sufficient  to  claim  apostolical  descent,  and  to  meet  all 
arguments  with  an  appeal  to  "  the  church."  **  To  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony.  If  they  speak  not  according  to  their  word,  it  is  because 
there  is  no  light  in  them." 

The  labours  of  the  last  two  years  have  been  crowned  with  an  amount 
of  visible  success  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  Methodism  in  America. 
God  has  truly  honoured  his  chosen  instrumentality  with  a  tide  of  pros* 
perity  which  evidently  proves  that  he  is  still  with  his^  servants,  and 
that  the  gospel  preached  by  them  is  as  it  was  in  apostolic  times,  "the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation."  And  this  work  of  grace  we  judge  to 
be  deep  and  genuine.  We  have  reason  to  thank  God,  that  while  the 
(Hiety  of  our  people  is  becoming  more  enlightened  and  elevated,  it 
seems -to  have  lost  nothing  of  its  simplicity  and  power. 

The  great  doctrine  of  entire  sanctification  is  exciting  increased  interest 
in  our  ohurch.  Many  of  our  ministers  and  members  are  rejoicing  in  that 
'*  perfect  love"  which  "casteth  out  fear,"  while  many  others  are 
earnestly  groaning  for  full  redemption  in  the  bloodof  Jesus  Christ.  A  holy 
baptism  of  ^he  Spirit  has  fallen  upon  many  portions  of  our  Zion,  and 
great  multitudes  are  struggling  into  liberty.  Our  fervent  prayer  is  that 
this  great  work  may  continue  to  move  onward  until "  Scriptural  holiness" 
shall  indeed  be  '^  spread  over  the  world." 

It  has  been  our  constant  effort  to  preserve  the  simple  institutions  of 
Methodism  in  all  their  integrity.  The  great  itinerant  system,  so 
evidently  according  to  the  f4K>8toiic  pattern,  and  always  so  effective  an 
instrument  of  spreading  the  gospel,  constitutes  one  of  those  land-marks 
of  Methodism  which  we  feel  must  not  be  removed.  Though  it  is  a 
system  of  labour  and  sacrifice,  it  is  especially  suited  to  such  a  country 
as  ours.  It  carries  the  word  of  life  to  the  hamlets  and  cottages  of  the 
poor,  and  keeps  pace  with  the  march  of  emigration  toward  ihe  setting 
SUB.  And  we  trust  that  neither  the  burdens  of  this  S3r8tsm  nor  a  thirst 
for  novelty  will  bring  in  the.  least  innovation  upon  the  main  features  of 
a  plan  so  wisely  adjusted  and  so  divinely  sanctioned. 

Next  in  iinportance  to  ffospel  doctrine  and  the  sacraments,  we  con- 
sider gospel  ^scipline  to  hold  the  highest  rank  in  the  characteristics 
of  a  church  of  Christ.  That  pastoral  supervision  which  keeps  the 
churoh  ftee  from  ungodliness  and  heresy,  is  an  appointment  of  God. 
And  we  can  scarcely  see  the  benefit  of  a  church  organization  unsus- 
tallied  and  improtected  by  the  guards  of  a  godly  disc^rfine.  In  this 
we  most  anxiously  desire  to  fol&w  in  the  footsteps  of  our  fathers. 

In  the  great  missionary  field  we  have  been,  trying  to  do  aomethiag. 
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Though  we  have  passed  through  a  season  of  great  pecuniary  embar- 
rassment, and  have  not,  in  every  instance,  seen  that  success  of  ou; 
labour  which  we  desired,  still  we  have  been  greatly  owned  and  blessed 
of  God  in  this  department  of  labour ;  and  what  is  truly  encouraging, 
we  have,  by  the  great  liberality  of  our  people  and  friends,  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  liquidating  the  debt  which  has  for  several  years  borne  heavily 
ui>on  our  missionary  treasury.  Our  society  is  now  unembarrassed,  and 
of  course  ready  to  enlarge  the  missionary  work  and  enter  new  openings. ' 
We  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  upon  your  success  in  your 
numerous  missions.  The  foreign  missions  of  the  Wesleyan  connec- 
tion are  not  only  highly  creditable  to  the  wisdom,  zeal,  and  liberality 
of  British  Methodists,  but  an  ornament  to  the  universal  church.  In 
these  vast  enterprises  we  wish  you  God  speed,  and  though  we  have 
many  whitening  fields  for  missionary  labours  upon  our  own,  continent,  we 
hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  we  may  partic^ate  directly  in  the 
efforts  which  are  now  employed  for  the  illumination  and  salvation  of 
those  degraded  nations  and  tribes  upon  foreign  shores  who  sit  in 
heathenish  **  darkness  and  in  the  regions  of  the  shadow  of  death.'* 

The  cause  of  education,  we  trust,  is  still  progressing.  Our  colleges 
aad  academies  are  increasingly  efficient  and  useful,  and  only  need 
more  ample  endowments  to  furnish  the  best  means  of  the  higher 
branches  of  education.  The  necessary  funds  we  trust  will  not  long  be 
wanting  to  enable  our  church  to  place  within  the  reach  of  all  classed 
of  our  youth  such  an  education  as  will  qualify  them  not  only  for  the 
various  posts  of  usefulness  in  the  church  to  which  they  may  be  called, 
but  to,  exert  a  salutary  influence  upon  the  intellectual  and  moral  eondi- 
Iton  of  the  country. 

Finally,  dear  fathers  and  brethren,  we  most  devoutly  pray  that 
the  great  Head  of  the  church  may  '<  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
the  knowledge  and  love  of  God,  and  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord," 
and  while  yen  hold  on  your  way,  and  wax  stronger  and  stronger,  may 
your  prayers  and  sympathies,  as  ever,  reach  to  us  your  brethren  and 
children  in  the  common  faith. 

Signed,  by  order,  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
JM[etlu>dist  Episcopal  Church, 

Joshua  Souls, 
Elijah  Hbi)diiio« 
B.  Waugh, 
Thos.  a.  Morris, 

Bishops. 
Thomas  B.  Sarosnt,  Sscntary, 

iVdu^ror*,lffly,  1844. 

M 
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D^ADDRBBS  OF  THE  CANADA  WESLEYAN  METHODIST 
CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church: 

Rev.  Fathers  and  Brethren, — ^We  beg  to  present  to  yon  our 
BK)8t  respectful  and  grateful  acknowledgments  for  your  affectionate  re- 
ception of  our  representatives,  and  for  your  kind  and  interesting  Ad- 
dress. We  also  thank  yon  for  the  appointment  of  a  representative  to 
visit  us ;  and  while  we  have  lamented  the  inability  of  our  honoured 
father  and  old  friend,  the  venerable  Bishop  Hedding,  to  attend  onr  Con- 
fertoce  once  more,  we  have  had  much  pleasure  in  receiving  his  exc^- 
lent  substitute,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lackey,  by  whose  valnable  services  and 
interesting  communications  we  have  been  greatly  edified  and  encom^ 
•aged.  '  Such  an  interchange  of  personal  communications  with  yon  is 
to  us  most  beneficial  and  delightful,  and  we  earnestly  hope  it  will  be 
perpetuated. 

We  rejoice  to  hear  of  your  wide-spreading  and  nnparaBeled  prospe- 
rity-^of  the  perpetuation  and  extension  of  that  pure  flame  of  religious 
revival  which  has  already  illutninated,  and  warmed,  and  cheered,  so 
large  a  portion  of  the  American  continent,  and  which,  more  than  any 
other  event  of  the  present  century,  brings  us  back  to  the  holy  and  revi* 
val  age  of  the  primitive  church.  It  affords  us  peculiar  pleasure  and 
encouragement  to  learn  that  you  are  so  extensively  and  successfully, 
through  the  medium  of  your  literary  institutions,  mingling  science  widi 
religion,  and  rendering  the  stores  of  knowledge  tributary  to  the  richer 
treasures  of  religion  and  piety. 

You  will,  we  are  persuaded,  rejoice  to  learn,  that  the  Canadian  sckm 
of  so  fruitful  and  flourishing  a  stock  has  not  withered,  or,  we  hope,  de- 
genenited,  but  has  taken  deep  root,  and  is  extending  its  branches  with 
increasing  strength  and  rapidity  of  growth  over  every  part  of  Upper 
Canada. 

Notwithstanding  the  pressure  of  the  times,  and  the  difficulties  to 
which  our  peculiar  situation  has  subjected  us,  we  rejoice  to  be  able  to 
say,  that  our  increase  of  members,  during  the  last  two  years,  has  been 
upward  of  six  thousand,  a  larger  accession  by  nearly  one  half  than  had 
ever  taken  place  in  onr  church  in  Upper  Canada — ^that  there  has  been 
a  proportionate  increase  in  our  missionary  and  other  connectional  funds 
— that  we  have  been  able  to  pay  onr  venerable  superannoated  preach- 
ers their  full  salaries,  and  have  had  a  surplus  each  year — ^that,  during 
the  same  period,  we  have  got  our  literary  institution  incorporated  as  a 
college,  with  the  privileges  of  a  university,  and  aided  by  an  annual 
grant  from  the  government  of  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum — that  il 
is  now  in  successful  operation,  and  is  likely  to  prove  a  most  potent 
agency  in  improving  the  qualifications  of  our  ministry,  and  in  promot- 
ing the  educational  interests  of  our  countiy.  To  the  Giver  of  all  good 
be  the  praise  for  this  varied  and  unprecedented  success  in  the  several 
departments  of  our  work ! 


We  look  bftttk  to  the  period  of  our  ftMtner  ffliri  connectioa  wi!&  yota 
wiih  filitil  feelingB  oftifiBction  und  gmtitude.  To  the  Belf*flactifico  and 
.  devotioQ  of  the  labourers  whooi  you  iifst  sent  into  this  eoutttrj,  afld  tb 
your  eowMels,  aro  we  indebted  beyond  measure  cnr  expreseton ;  and  it 
iB'Out  earnest' prayer  and  aim  dtat  an  apostolic  sueceasion  of  the  spitft 
of  our  fathers  and  predecessors  may  be  perpetuated  among  us  Ibr  all 
gnnemioiis. 

Though  our  peculiar  civil  rekitions  have  rendered  our  cOnnectional 
operations  less  intimately  Uended  with  yours  than  formerly,  we  are 
utill  one  wi&  you  in  doctrine,  discipline,  and  spirit ;  and  our  ferrent 
wish  and  prayer  is,  that  the  bonds  wfaioh  continue  to  bind  us  into  one 
itaiif  noYer  be  severed  or  weakened. 

We  have  appointed,  as  our  representatives  to  you,  our  honoured 
brethren,  the  Reverends  John  Ryerson,  Anson  Oreen,  and  Egertoft 
Ryerson,  whom  we  commend  to  your  kind  attentions,  and  to  whom  wi^ 
refer  you  for  a  more  particular  accotmt  of  our  affitirs. 

That  your  unity,  happiness,  and  pro^errty,  may  continue  to  abound 
more  and  more,  is  the  daily  and  earnest  prayer  of  your  Canadian  bre^ 
thren  and  children  in  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ ! 

Signed  by  order,  and  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  of  &e  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada.** 

ALEXAKDsm  Mac  Nab,  Seereemy. 

Hamikony  €hn  District,  June  23, 1843. 


E^ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  M.  £.  CHURCH 
TO  THE  CANADA  W.  M.  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Conference  of  the  **  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 

in  Canada:^ 

Rev£RSKI>  AlJD  Dear  Brethrbn, — We  gladly  embrace  this  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  expressing  the  high  satisfaction  which  the 
presence  of  your  representatives  and^  your  Maternal  letter  have  afford- 
ed us.  We  greatly  rejoice  in  these  continued  evidences  that  our 
tmion  is  not  merely  "  in  word  and  in  tongue,  but  in  deed  and  in  tnith.** 
We  beg  to  assure  you  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  upon  our  part  to 
make  it  perpetual. 

We  cannot  withhold  from  you  our  regret  that  we  have  been  de*- 
prived  of  the  presence  of  one  of  your  worthy  representatives,  Rev.  E, 
Ryerson,  President  of  Yictoria  College,  but  we  congratulate  you  upon 
the  ability  with  which  you  have  been  represented  by  our  highly- 
esteemed  brethren,  Rev.  John  Ryerson,  Presidetnt,  and  Rev.  AnsoA 
Oreen,  Ex-President  of  your  Conference.  It  is  our  devout  prayer 
that  you,  and  oar  common  Methodism,  may  long  be  favoured  with  the 
evangelical  labours  of  these  able  and  faithful  ministers. 

We  Join  with  you  in  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  for  the  growing 
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prosptfoty  of  your  braaek  of  our  boloved  Zion,  and  we'liave*tbi  ntmost 
-confidence  ihiit  so  long  as  we  adhere  to  the  great  disuogoishiDg  doc- 
trines of  our  revered  founder  and  ear}y  fathers,  in  faUh  and  m  proe- 
tiee^  making  holiness  in  heart  and  in  life  the  grand  eentrd  idea  of  our 
system,  the  Lord  will  continue  to  honour  us  as  the  instruments  of  sal* 
ration  to  a  lost  and  perishing  world. 

Your  zeal  and  liberality  in  the  cause  of  missions,  in  the  support  of 
the  ministry,  and  in  the  oause  of  edocaiioii,  are  abpve  allpjriuse.  May 
the  Lord  reward  you  "  a  hundred  fold  in  this  lifey"  and  ^  in  the  world 
to  come"  give  you  'flife  everlasting/'  When  our  .church  ceases  to 
care  for  the  souls  of  the  heathen  and  the  destitute,  and  confines  ila 
efforts  to  the  wants  of  home  alone ;  in  a  word,  when  it  ceases  to  carry 
out  in  practice  the  motto  of  our  great  founder,  "  The  world  is  my  pa- 
psh,"  it  will  cease  to  be  Methodism.  Its  '*  gloiy"  will  have  "  departed*** 
and  ^he  world  must  mourn  the  exttnction  of  one  of  the  greatest  moral 
lights  with  which  it  has  ever  been  illuminated.  We  trust  no  branch 
pf  our  beloved  church  will  ever  be  thus  recreant  to  the  high  and  holy 
responsibilities  devolved  upon  her  by  an  unerring  Providence.  Noi 
dear  brethren,  let  us  ever  respond  promptly  to  the  Macedonian  cry^ 
by  our  prayers,  our  money,  and  our  men,  whether  it  come  from  the 
east,  west,  north,  or  south;  let  us  even  *^go  out"  uninvited  '^into 
the  highways  and  hedges"  in  search  of  souls,  and  '*  the  blessing  of 
them  that  are  ready  to  perish"  shall  "  come  upon  us." 

The  efficiency  of  your  financial  scheme  is  certainly  matter  of  great 
congratulation.  Though  in  this  particular  we  may  not  rival  you,  be 
assured  we  shall  not  rejoice  the  less  that  you  are  able  to  do  justice  to 
those  venerable  men  who  have  worn  out  their  lives  and  spent  their 
substance  in  devoted  service  to  the  charch  of  Grod. 

We  need  not  remind  you  that  our  enemies  have  long  desired  to  fix 
upon  a  church,  the  purity,  spirituality,  and  usefulness  of  which  they 
could  not  impeach,  the  disgrace  of  ignorance !  It  is  true  we  had  our 
vindication  in  the  sound  and  expansive  learning  of  our  venerable  Wes- 
ley and  of  the  distinguished  apostles  of  Methodism;  and  not  less, 
perhaps,  in  the  marked  intelligence  and  sound  common  sense  of  the 
great  body  of  our  ministry  and  membership.  But  we  cannot  deny 
Uiat  in  some  periods  of  our  history  we  have  been  too  negligent  of  the' 
means  and  appliances  of  education  among  our  people.  We  rejoice  to 
believe  that  this  humiliating  evil  is  fast  being  remedied,  both  among 
us  and  you,  and  we  look  forward  with  pleasing  prospect  to  the  time* 
as  not  far  distant,  (if  indeed  it  has  not  already  arrived,)  when  the  facili- 
ties for  acquiring  sound,  practical,  and  sanctified  learning,  shall  be 
fully  equal  in  the  Methodist  Church  to  those  of  any  other  Christian 
denomination.  We  are  gratified  to  learn  that  you  are  taking  an  hon- 
ourable rank  in  this  great  department  of  philanthropic  and  Christian 
enterprise. 

Your  free  access  Co  our  periodicals  will  make  it  unuocessary  for  us 
to  refer  to  the  statistics  of  our  church  in  any  of  its  great  departments 
of  labour.  Our  greatest  concern  is  that  our  growth  in  frace  may  keep 
pace  with  our  rapid  advancement  in  numbers,  intelli^Bce,  and  Wr 
flnence. 
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Devovdy  prajriag  lor  your  contimrad  prosperitf  i6  all  die  dements 
^«ii  emog^cal  Cimstiaa  commimioB,  we  are,  dear  brethren, 
Reapeclftdly  mnd  affectionately, 

jo8hita  sovle, 
Elijah  Heddino, 
B.  Wauoh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris. 
Thomas  B.  Sarsbnt,  Seem&rf, 

NeuhYori,  May  28,  1844. 


JP^ADDRESS  C^  THE  OENEEAL  GONBBRBNCB  It)  THE  ETANGEU. 
CAL  AS80CIATI0N. 

The  Delegates  of  the  M^E.  Church  to  the  Bishops  and  Members  <f  the 
livqngelieal  Associaiion. 

.  Dear  BRBTSRENJ-^By  the  official  extract  iVom  the  Journals  of  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Ghoreh  of  1840,  and 
Ihe  certificate  of  one  of  the  Secretaries,  herewith  presented,  yoo  will 
perceiye  that  we  have  been  duly  appointed  delegates  to  your  General 
Conference,  Oor  first  duty  ts  to  present  to  your  body  *'  the  Christian 
salutations  and  sincere  friendship'*  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcc^pal  Church,  representinf  the  ministry  and  membe^- 
i^ip  of  our  whole  communion.  Please  accept  the  expression  of  their 
xegBodBj  not  merely  as  a  form  of  words,  but  as  coming  from  the  heart-^ 
the  offering  of  the  soul  excited  by  the  sacred  infiuences  of  friendship 
and  rBligi<m. 

You  will  allow  us  to  express  the  hope,  that  it  is  but  the  commence- 
ment of  8  long-eoatintted  intercourse  between  the  two  connections, 
which  shall  be  increasingly  blessed  in  securing  the  mutual  edification 
and  comfort  of  both,  as  well  as  other  important  advantages.  ^  We  are 
convinced  that  a  permanently-established  friendship  between  the  Evan- 
gelical Association  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would  bring 
'  to  bear  a  niacfa  greater  force  against  the  common  enemies  of  our  holy 
Christianiiy,  and  tend  most  effectually  to  promote  the  cause  of  pure 
and  undefiied  religion  in  the  wodd.  - 

There  are  nunwroos  and  strong  reasons,  in  the  opinion  of  many 
among  ns,  why  this  friendly  intercourse  should  be  cultivated  and  con* 
stantly  kept  up  between  the  two  churches,  and  why  we  should  com- 
bine our  iniuence  in  some  way  ''to  pull  down  the  strong  holds  of  the 
devil."  The  spirit  of  the  age  seems  to  demand  a  friendly  co-operation 
of  all  evangelical  deaominationB  in  reforming  die  world.  The  refor- 
mation of  the  German  emigrants  is  a  great  and  difficult  work,  and  rs- 
ipiires  all  the  skill  and  atrengch  that  ean  be  united,  under  God,  for  its 
accomi^ifikmenc  This  weriL  meets  with  modi  composition  fVom  various 
quarters.  The  whole  concentrated  influence  of  Popery,  skilfully  man- 
aged, is  against  it.  The  rationalists  and  the  nominal  profbssors  amon^ 
the.GBrmanaitfpe  agreed  to  oppose  it    We  are  exactly  the  same  in 
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dociriae,  «ad  wexy  aoariy  tibo  tmatt  in  ckorofa  fovafHmoit,  diftdpline, 

and  usages ;  so  that  in  mai^  ^aoes  ihe  Evangetieal  Associalion  W0f0 

for  a  long  time  denomioated  by  llie  people  HThe  G^nnan  Methodists.*^ 

We  have  precisely  die  same  enemies  of  faith  and  practice  to  contend  I 

with.    We  believe  we  have  the  same  objects  in  view*-that  is  to  say, 

the  glory  of  God  and  the  salvation  of  sonls.    We  therefore  extend  to 

you  the  hand  of  feUewship,  and  ask  you  to  nnite  your  strength  with 

ours,  in  some  way  that  may  be  agreed  upon,  te  advance  £e  greal 

cause  of  our  Redeemer. 

However  desirable  it  may  be  that  all  the  Gkrmaiis  who  are  Metho' 
iuts  in  doctrine,  experience,  discipline,  and  usage,  should  be  embraced 
in  the  same  organization,  and  bear  the  same  insignia,  there  may  now 
exist  too  many  obstacles  to  our  union  in  name ;  but  we  can  see  no 
good  reason  why  we  may  noi  be  united  in  deed  and  in  truth,  so  as  lo 
strengthen  each  other's  hands  in  the  great  work  of  doing  good  in  the  | 

world.  ! 

Ist.  By  a  publicly*acknowledged  friendly  relation,  somewhat  simi- 
lar to  that  which  in  many  places  exists  between  the  Lutherans  and  the 
German  Reformed  bodies,  and  which  led  to  the  joint  publication  of  a 
hymn-book.  Such  an  arraagement  might  be  productive  of  much  good. 
It  might  prevent  our  crossing  each  •other  injuriously  and  unnecessarily 
in  our  respective  fields  of  labmar. 

2d.  By  publishing  jointiy  larger  standard  works  of  our  common 
Methodist  theology,  such  as  We^ey's  Sermons,  a  body  of  systematic 
divinity,  and  a  commentary  on  tiie  Holy  Soriptores.  We  are  wiA 
persuaded  that  an  arrangement  could  be  made  by  which  we  cdild 
jnutually  help  each  other  in  the  publication  of  books  Tory  efficiently,  I 

without  the  smallest  detriment  to  either  party.    Providence  has  raised  j 

up  among  us  some  individuals  who  would  be  of  great  service  in  the  I 

execution  of  the  necessary  literary  labours;  but  we  could  not  publish 
auch  large  works  alone  for  some  time  to  come,  because  the  number 
of  our  (merman  membership  is  so  small,  and,  consequentiy,  our  patron- 
age so  limited. 

For  the  last  eight  yeasa  the  attention  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  has  been  tuziied,  with  much  aoKeitude  and  most  intense  in» 
tereety  toward  the  German  emigrants  who  are  making  large  aocessions 
to  the  population  o(  our  country.  Tliis  field  is  already  white  unto 
the  harvest,  and  one  important  object  of  our  mission  to  yovr  venerable 
body  is  to  en^e  your  help,  or  ask  fer  permission  to  help  you  in  cul- 
tivating this  interesting  field  of  miastonaiy  labour.  Our  church  has 
entered  into  this  work,  we  believe,  under  tiie  call  and  sanctioQ  of  God 
himself — shaving  been  led  on  by  the  most  distinctiy-maiked  openings 
of  Providence,  and  the  force  of  circmnstaDces.  The  signal  success 
which  has  attended  onr  l^Kmrs  fully  justifies  the  belief  1^  tiie  hand 
of  God  is  in  the  work,  and  that  his*  blessing  is  upon  us.  Since  die 
fall  of  1838  our  memboBhip  has  increased  from  twenty-kmr  to  about 
2000,  raised  fiom  aoiong  the  Gemma  emigrnats.  We  have  twenty-ftnir 
mimstera  and  pceashera  actively  engag^  in  this  department' of  tke 
work.    We  have  built  fourteen  houses  of  worship. 

Multitudes  of  precious  somIs  ansemhii  statedly  and  woial^  God  i» 
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aooordaiice  wathmiK  mod^,  and  [^noseBt  to  kirn  Ampnym  and  pn&i^ 
in  the  Germto  language.  Many  of  these  weve  Romaaistft,  who  oooe 
bartered  with  Popiah  priests  for  ih^  pardon  of  sin ;  but  now,  **  being 
justified  by  faith,  they  hare  peace  widi  God  throo^  o«ir  Loid  Jesus 
Christ,"  and  rejoice  in  hope  <^  etemal  gknry.  And  ali  this  has  been 
aecomplished  in  the  short  space  of  eight  years.  **  This  is  the  Loid*s 
doings,  and  it  is  marrellons  in  our  eyes." 

We  have  a  few  societies  east  of  the  mouataina ;  but  ow  prineipal 
success  has  been  in  the  western  countiy.  indeed;  it  is  in  the  westt 
that  the  German  emigrsats  are  found  in  the  greatest  numbers*  A 
correct  estimate  of  their  number  cannot  be  made.  It  is-  supposed, 
howeyer,  that  about -three  milliQas  ace  now  in  our.  country,  odd  these 
numbers  are  annually  augmented  by  increasing  emigration.  Wh(^ 
cojximuaities  aire  looking  toward  the  United  States  from  the  father- 
land, and  are  preparing  for  a  settlement  in  the  great  western  Talley. 
If  the  emigration  continues  for  many  yesis  at  xb0  same  rate,  the  Ger- 
mans will  form  a  large  majority  of  the  inhabitanta  of  the  west. 
.  The  extent  of  this  missionary  field  is  well  kfiown  to  you,  desar  breth* 
ren,  and  we  hope  our  labours  in  it  meet  your  cordial  wpptofvH  and  best 
wishes.  There  are  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  rdigious  cuU 
tore  sad  improvement  of  these  people.  We  will  name  a  few.  They, 
with  few  exceptions,  have  no  distinct  view  of  the  gospel  as  a  system 
of  salvation  by  faith,  and  relying  on  the  efficacy  of  the  sacraments,' 
appear  almost  entirely  satisfied  with  the  outward  fortM  6f  religion. 
The  great  majority  of  the  Grerman  emigrants  are  not  only  ignorant  of 
experimental  godliness,  but  have  mady  positive  ertors  existing  among 
them.  Rationalism,  and  other  fcMrms  of  infidelity^  prevail  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent.  The  ministry  they  have  brought  wUh  them  to  this  coun- 
try is  as  a  whole  scarcely  worthy  of  the  name,  for  the  minority  of 
those  who  sustain  the  sacred  office  throw  the  whole  weight  of  their 
infiuenee  (n  opposition  to  evangelical  tru^  and  vital  piety,  producing 
a  vast  amount  of  prejudice,  which  it  is  difficult  to  overcome.  Add  to 
this,  a  large  proportion  of  them  are  under  the  dominion  «f  Popery. 
But  notw&standUng  the  many  obstacles  in  the  way,  there  are  many 
things  to  encourage  us  in  this  work.  The  great  mass  of  mind  found 
in  the  German  emigrants  is  rather  in  a  state  of  transition,  ready  to 
assume  any  shape  that  may  be  given  to  it,  or  to  receive  the  likeness 
of  anything  that  may  he  impressed  upon  it.  The.  present  period  is  a 
favourable  crisis  in  which  to  bring  the  pure  gospei  system  to  bear 
upon  it,  that  it  may  be  transformed  into  the  image  of  Christ,  and  '*be 
changed  from  gi<Mry  to  glory  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  This  fa^ 
vourable  state  in  them  will  soon  pass  away.  The  pope  is  making 
every  exertion  in  his  power  to  carry  out  his  plans,  so  as  to  secure  the' 
whole  field  for  himself.  Efforts  are  now  n^ing  to  consolidate  and 
organize  the  German  emigration  within  itself.  For  this  purpose  their 
periodical  |Mress,  and  indeed  all  the  literature  they  are  producing  in 
this  their  adopted  country,  is  brought  to  exeit  its  influence.  How' 
important,  then,  that  exevtions  be  immediately  made  to  counteract  the 
pernicious  influences  that  are  at  work  among  diem,  by  supplying  them- 
in  their  own  language  with  publicaitions  of  an  opposite  c&mractery  tftd 
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Nridi  B  litoratare  that  will  give  dirai  die  proper  dkeetkm.  Thej  can 
aQ  read,  and  are  fond  of  books,  and  are  sure  to  be  more  or  leas  in- 
fluenced hy  what  they  do  read*  .We  have  therefore  fixed  upon  the 
power  oi  the  presa,  as  the  best  means  of  influ^cinff  them  for  good. 
We  are  enoouraged  from  the  €r«rman  character  itself  to  hope  for  suc- 
cess. There  is  certainly  a  marked  difference  in  the  people  of  diflfor- 
ent  nations,  and  we  must  admit  that  the  natural  character  of  the  people 
of  one  nation  is  more  favourable  to  certain  ends  than  that  of  others. 
The  German  mind  s^ems  to  be  so  constituted  as  to  develop  a  strong 
predisposition  to  religion  of  some  kind.  This  is  manifest  in  idl  their 
nistory,  and  their  very  errors  give*  evidence  of  the  same  inclination. 
The  character  of  a  German  is  not  to  be  determined  by  his  outward 
appearance ;  that  in  some  respects  may  not  be  the  most  promising,  ^et 
beneath  the  coarse  exterior  may  be  found  an  intellect  of  the  meet  ex* 
traprdinary  strength,  capaUe  of  producing  thoughts  add  feelings  of  the 
highest  order.  Germans  are  naturally  serious  and  ardent  in  their 
constitutional  make,  and  whenever  set  right  in  principle  and  practice, 
they  generally  adhere  thereto.  How  different  are  they  from  the  emi- 
grants we  receive  from  some  other  countries?  Twenty  German  Ro- 
manists will  embrace  Protestantism  sooner  than  one  from  Ireland,  and 
the  success  of  the  immortal  Luther,  under  G&d,  we  believe,  is  attribu- 
table in  a  good  degree  to  the  character  of  the  people  to  whom  the 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were  first  preached. 

We  must  add,  that  we  are  mach  encouraged  from  the  consideration 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  German  enugrants  are  ytnmg  m«».  Many 
of  them  are  thoroughly  educated,  and  more  or  less  promising.  Seve- 
ral of  these  young  men  have  been  converted  through  our  instrumen- 
tality, and  are  now  able  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  promise  to  be 
eminently^useful  in  winning  souls  to  Christ.  Judging  of  the  future 
from  the  past,  we  hope  to  see  hundreds  of  these  young  emigrants  suc- 
cidBBfully  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  that  the  pure  word  of 
gospel  truth  may  finally  be  conveyed  to  the  whole  German  population 
of  our  country. 

Now,  dear  brethren,  in  accordance  with  the  important  trust  com- 
mitted to  us,  as  delegates  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  we  hare  laid  before  you  the  great  enterprise  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  We  have  frankly  stated  some  of  the  obsta- 
cles which  appear  in  our  way,  as  well  as  some  encouraging  aspects 
<^  the  subject,  which  inspire  us  with  the  hope  of  success  through  the 
divine  aid.  We  now  submit  the  whole  matter  of  our  communication 
to  your  consideration.  We  hope  it  will  receive  your  deliberate  at- 
tention ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  result  of  your  examinations,  we 
respectfiilly  request  that  you  furnish  an  answer  in  writing,  that  we 
may  lay  it  before  our  General  Conference,  which  will  assemble  at 
New-Ywk  city  in  May  next 

We  pray  that  the  great  Head  of  the  church  may  be  present  at  your 
General  Conferenee ;  and  that  his  Spirit  may  direct  yon  in  all  your 
delibwations,  so  that  all  your  decisions  may  meet  with  his  approba- 
tion, and  be  crowned  with  his  blessuig.  And  may  you,  and  ^1  the 
people  of  your  church,  be  conducted  in  safety  through  the  labours  and 


sorrows  of  the  pretent  life,  and  finally  be  admitted,  \dth  all  thefaitlii- 
fid  of  every  name,  to  iiilierit  eternal  life  in  heaven,  through  onr  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  We  remain  yours,  with  sincere  affection 
and  esteem,  John  F.  W&igbt, 

Wm.  Nast, 
N.  Oallbnosr. 
Cincinnati,  Oct.  12,  1843. 


G—ADDRESS  OF  THE  EVANGELICAL  ASSOCUTION  TO  THE  GEN. 
ERAL  COJIFERENCE. 

To  Rev.  /.  F.  Wright,  Wm.  Nast,  and  N.  CaXUndor,  delegates  from  the 
M.  E,  Church  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  EwmgeUccd  Association, 

Dear  Brethren, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  expressed  in 
your  address,  we  reply  the  following  :— 

Your  friendly  salutation  and  expression  of  esteem  toward  us  were 
received  with  respect,  and  a  sense  of  obligation  toward  you,  with  the 
sincere  desire  that  you  might  not  be  disappointed  in  your  expectations, 
tliRt  this  will  be  only  the  beginning  of  a  continued  friendly  relatioti 
between  your  church  and  ours.  We  agree  fully  with  you,  diat  there 
are  strong  reasons  why  we  should  endeavour  to  unite  our  mutual  in- 
fluence as  far  as  practicable,  in  order  to  contend  against  the  enemies 
of  the  cross,  and  for  the  promotion  of  the  temporal  and  eternal  welfare 
of  the  Germans  of  this  country! 

Although  we  do  not  bear  one  and  the  same  name,  nor  stand  in  the 
same  church  fellowship,  yet  it  will  afford  us  pleasure  to  enter  into 
such  a  friendly  relation  to  you,  that,  without  hindering  or  hurting  each 
other,  we  can  fulfil  in  union  our  important  calling,  and  carry  out  the 
great  work  which  is  enjoined  upon  us. 

But,  in  order  to  accomplish  this  end,  it  will  be  necessary  that  we 
use  the  greatest  cantion  to  act  in  unison  in  the  administration  of  dis* 
cipline,  and  reproving  all  that  is  sinful.  We  believe  especially  that  it 
will  be  necessary  for  us  to  be  cautious,  not  to  take  the  advantage  of 
each  other  if  our  labours  meet  at  one  place ;  and  that  neither  of  the 
two  denominations  should  receive  persons  who  were  expelled  from 
the  other  denomination  on  account  of  immoral  conduct,  except  such 
persons  have  first  made  peace  with  their  brethren,  and  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate of  their  reconciliation. 

We  doubt  whether  it  would  be  for  our  good  if  we  should  enter  into 
such  a  relation  as  the  Lutherans  and  German  Reformed  bodies  bear  to 
each  other,  in  building  jointly  meeting-houses,  and  publishing  a  hymn- 
book.  A  union  for  the  publication  of  useful  books  in  the  German  lan- 
guage would  be  very  desirable  ;  but,  inasmuch  as  our  Book  Conoems 
are  so  distant  from  each  pther,  we  cannot  see  how  such  a  thing  could 
be  realized,  except  in  so  far  that  we  agree  to  have  books  from  each 
other  on  commission. 

We  are  willing  to  get  any  kind  of  good  German  books  which  we 
do  not  possess  from  you,  on  reasonable  terms,  as  much  as  we  can  use. 

We  are  rejoiced  at  the  success  of  your  work  among  the  Gerodaas, 
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«nd  wish  yon  tlie  blesdAg  of  Cod  irooa  yoar  labour  in  future.  It  shall 
also  giT«  US  pleasure  if  we  can  in  rature  contribute  to  the  welfare  of 
«iir  Germsn  brethren,  Iff  co-operaling  with  you,  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  in  Christian  fellowship. 

Our  earnest  prdyer  is,  that  the  great  Giver  of  all  good  gifts  may  fill 
us  all  with  lus  Spirit,  sanctify,  and  lead  us  into  all  truth,  and  finalty* 
admit  us,  with  all  the  elect,  into  his  heavenly  kingdom,  for  the  sake 
of  his  Son,  Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 
Respectfully  your  brethren, 

John  Setbert,  \  »•  i^^ 
Joseph  Lono,    J^"*^- 
Abssllom  B.  Sohafbh,  SaerHary. 
Summit  eo,,  O.,  Oct,  25,  1843. 


H.— THE  PROTEST. 

Pretest  of  the  Minority  of  the  General  Conference  against  the  Action  ef 
that  Body  in  the  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew, 

In  behalf  of  thirteen  Annual  Conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  portions  of  the  ministry  And  membership  of  several 
other  Conferences,  embracing  nearly  Qve  thousand  ministers,  travel- 
ling and  local,  and  a  membership  of  nearly  five  hnndred  thousand,  con- 
stitutionally represented  in  this  General  Conference,  we  the  under- 
signed, a  minority  of  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled,  after  mature  reflection,  impelled 
by  convictions  we  cannot  resist,  and  in  conformity  with  the  rights  and 
usages  of  minorities,  in  the  instance  of  deliberative  assemblies  and 
judicial  tribunals,  in  similar  circumstances  of  division  and  disagree- 
ment. Do  most  soiemnly,  and  in  due  form,  protest  against  the  recent  act 
of  a- majority  of  this  General  Conference,  in  an  attempt,  as  understood 
by  the  minority,  to  degrade  and  punish  the  Rev.  James  0.  Andrew, 
one  of  the  Bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  by  declaring  it  to  be  the 
sense  or  judgment  of  the  General  Conference  that  he  desist  from  the 
exercise  of  his  episcopal  functions,  without  the  exhibition  of  any 
alleged  olBlence  against  the  laws  or  discipline  of  the  church,  without 
form  of  trial,  or  legal  conviction  of  any  kind,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  charge  of  want  of  qualification  or  faithfulness  in  the  performance 
of  the  dnties  pertaining  to  his  oflice. 

Wo  protest  against  the  act  of  tbe  majority  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Androw,  as  extra-judicial  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  being  both  with- 
out law,  and  contrary  to  law.  We  protest  against  the  act,  because  we 
recognise  in  this  General  Conference  no  right,  power,  or  authority^ 
ministerial,  judicial,  or  administrative,  to  suspend  or  depose  a  Bishop 
of  the  M.  £.  Church,  or  otherwi^  subject  him  to  any  official  disability 
whactever,  withoyt  the  formal  presentation  of  a  charge  or  charges^ 
alloging  that  the  Bishop  to  be  dealt  with  has  been  guilty  of  the  vio- 
»-• '—  of  some  law,  or  at  least  some  disciplinary  obligation  of  the 
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idiiiroh,  aad  also  upon  conviction  of  such  charge,  after  doe  fbnn  of 
tiial.  ^  We  protest  against  the  a^ct  in  question  as  a  vioblioB  of  the  fin»- 
^mental  lair,  UBually  known  as  the  compromise  law  of  the  chnrcb, 
on  the  snbfect  of  slaTe^*--4he  only  law  w^ich  can  be  bronght  to  bear 
upon  tbe  case  of  Bishci^  Andvev^,  and  the  asserticn  and  maintenancie 
of  which,  imtil  it  is  oonstitationally  revoked,  is  guarantied  by  the 
honour  and  good  faith  of  this  body,  as  the  representative  essembly  of 
the  thirty*three  Annual  Conferences  known  as  t^ontracting  parties  in 
ihe  premises. 

J.nd  we  protest  ogamH  ihe  act  further^  as  an  attempt  to  establish  a 
dangerous  {nrecedent,  subversive  oif  Uie  miion  and  stability  of  the  Me* 
thoSst  Epucopal  Church,  and  especially  as  placing  in  jeopardy  the 
general  saperintendeney  of  the  church,  by  subjecting  any  Bishop  of 
the  church  at  any  time  to  the  ^ill  and  caprice  of  a  majority  of  the 
Gleneral  Conference,  not  only  without  law,  but  in  defiance  of  the  re- 
atimnts  and  provisions  of  law.  The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the 
General  Conference,  in  protesting^  as  they  do,  against  the  late  act  of 
the  majority,  in  the  virtual  suspension  of  Bishop  Andrew,  regard  it  as 
due  to  themselves  and  those  they  re)>re$ent,  ad  well  as  the  character 
and  interests  of  the  church  at  large,  to  declare,  by  solemn  and  formal 
avowal,  that  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  subject,  in  all  its 
relations  and  bearings,  they  protest  as  above,  for  the  reasons  and  upon 
the  grounds  foUowing,  viz.  :-~lst.  The  proceeding  against  BiAop  A; 
in  tUs  C^neral  Conference  has  been  upon  the  assumption  that  he  ia 
connected  with  davery — that  he  is  the  legal  holder  and  owner  of 
slave  property.  On  the  sobject  of  slavery  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  l^oth  as  it  regards  the  ministry  and  membership,  we  have  spe- 
cial law,  upon  which  the  adjudication  of  all  questions  of  slavery  must, 
by  intention  of  law,  proceed.  The  case  of  Biehop  Andrew,  therefore, 
presents  a  simple  question  of  law  and  fact,  and  the  undersigned  can* 
Bot  consent  that  the  force  of  circumstances,  and  other  merely  extrin- 
aic  considerations,  tAitll  be  allowed  to  lead  to  any  issue,  except  that 
indicated  by  the  law  and  the  fhcts  in  the  case.  In  the  late  act  of  the 
majority,  law,  express  law,  is  appealed  from,  and  expediency  in  view 
of  circumstances — ^relative  propriety— -^assumed  necessity,  is  substi* 
tnted  in  its  place  as  a  rule  of  judgment.  It  is  assumed,  and  the  as- 
sumption acted  upon,  that  expediency  may  have  jurisdiction  even  in 
the  presence  of  law — ^the  law,  too,  being  special,  and  covering  the 
case  in  terms.  In  the  absence  of  law,  it  might  be  competent  for  the 
General*^Conference  to  act  upon  other  grounds ;  this  is  not  disputed, 
nor  yet  that  it  would  have  been  competent  for  ihe  Conference  to 
proceed  upon  the  forms  of  law — but  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a 
special  enactment,  having  all  the  force  of  a  common  public  charter, 
can  be  rightfully  waived  in  practice,  at  the  promptings  of  a  fugitive 
onsettled  expetfiency,  is  a  position  the  undersigned  regard,  not  merely 
,  aa  erroneons,  bat  as  fraught  with  danger  to  the  best  interests  of  the 
church. 

The  law  of  the  church  on  slavery  has  always  existed  since  1785, 
hut  especially  sinoe  1804,  and  in  view  of  the  adjustment  of  the  whole 
snbjeot)  in  1816,  ae  a  wrtudy  though  informs^,  eontract  ofmuttud  e&n* 
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cession  atid  for^^earwhce  between  tbe  north  and  the<BouUi,  tlien,  as 
now,  known  and  exieting  as  distinct  parties,  in  relation  to.  the  vexed 
questions  of  slavery  and  ab<^tion ; — those  Conferences  found  in  states 
where  slavery  prevailed  constituting  the  southern  party,  and  those  in 
the  non-slaveholding  states,  the  noithem,  exceptions  to  the  rule  being 
found  in  both.  The  rights  of  the  legal  owners  of  slaves,  in  all  the 
slaveholding  states,  are  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  by  the  local  constitutions  of  the  states  respectively,  as  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  minister  and  member  of  the 
M.  Is.  Church  within  the  Umits  of  the  United  States  government  pro- 
fesses subjection,  and  pledges  himself  to  submit,  as  an  article  of  Chxiso 
tian  faith,  in  the  common  creed  of  the  church.  Domestic  slavery, 
therefore,  wherever  it  exists  in  this  country,  is  a  civil  regulation,  ex- 
isting under  the  highest  sanf^tions  of  constitutional  and  municipal  law, 
known  to  the  tribunals  of  the  country ;  and  it  has  always  been  as- 
sumed at  the  south,  and  relied  upon  as  correct,  that  the  north,  or  non^ 
slaveholding  states,  had  no  right,  civil  or  moral,  to  interfere  with 
relations  and  interests  thus  secured  to  the  people  of  the  south  by  all 
the  graver  forms  of  law  and  social  order,  and  that  it  cannot  be  done 
without  an  abuse  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  citizenship.  The  pecK 
pie  of  the  north,  however,  have  claimed  to  think  differently,  and  have 
uniformly  acted  toward  the  south  in  accordance  with  such  opposition 
of  opinion.  Precisely  in  accordance,  too,  with  this  state  of  things,  as  ^ 
it  regards  the  general  population  of  the  north  and  south,  respectively, 
the  M.  £.  Church  has  been  divided  in  opinion  and  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery  and  abolition,  since  its  or^nization  in  1784  :  two  sepa- 
rate and  distinct  parties  have  always  existed.  The  southern  Confer- 
ences, in  agreeing  to  the  main  principles  of  the  compromise  law  in 
1804  and  1816,  conceded,  by  express  stipulation,  their  right  to  resist 
northern  interference  in  any  form,  upon  the  condition,  pledged  by  the 
north,  that  while  the  uAole  churchy  by  common  consent,  united  in 
proper  effort  for  the  mitigation  and  final  removal  of  the  evil  of  slavery, 
the  north  was  not  to  interfere,  by  excluding  from  membership  or 
i^ainisterial  oflice  in  the  church  persons  owning  and  holding  slaves  in 
states  where  emancipation  is  not  practicable,  and  where  the  liberated 
slave  is  not  permitted  to  enjoy  freedom.  Such  was  the  compact  of 
1804  and  1816,  finally  agreed  to  by  the  parties  after  *a  long  and  fearful 
struggle,  and  such  is  the  compact  now — the  proof  being  derived  from 
history  and  the  testimony  of  living  witnesses.  And  is  it  possible  to 
suppose  that  the  original  pni'pose  and  intended  application  of  the  law 
was  not  designed  to  embrace  every  member,  minister,  order,  and  officer 
of  the  M.  E.  Church  ?  Is  the  idea  of  excepted  cases  allowable  by 
fair  construction  of  the  law  ?  Do  not  the  reasons  and  intendment  of 
the  law  place  it  beyond  doubt,  that  every  conceivable  case  of  alleged 
misconduct  that  can  arise,  connected  with  slavery  or  abolition,  is  to  be 
subjected,  by  consent  and  contract  of  parties,  to  Uie  jurisdiction  of  this 
great  conservative  arrangement  ? 

Is  there  anything  in  the  law  or  its  reasons  creating  an  exception 
in  the  instance  of  Bishops  ?  Would  the  south  have  entered  into  the 
arraogementi  or  in  any  form  .consented  to  the  law,  had  it  been  inti« 


mated  by  die  northtlkat  Bi^fiiops  most  be  an  exception  to  the  rule! 
Are  the  Tirtaous  dead  of  the  north  to  be  slandered  by  the  supposition 
Ihat  tbey  intended  to  except  Bishops,  and  thus  accomplished  ti^eir 
pnrposeS)  in  negotiation  with  the  south,  by  a  resort  to  aeoeptiye  and 
dishonoarable  meatis  ?  If  Bishops  are  not  named,  no  more  are  Pre- 
siding Eiders,  Agents,  Editors— or  indeed  any  other  officers  of  the 
church,  who  are  nevertheless  inchided,  although  the  same  rule  of  con- 
struction would  except  them  also.  The  enactment  was  for  an  entire 
people,  east,  west,  north,  and  south.  It  was  for  the  church,  and  every 
member  of  it — for  the  common  weal  of  the  body — and  is  therefore 
universal  and  unrestricted  in  its  application ;  and  no  possiUe  case  can 
be  settled  upon  any  other  principles,  without  a  direct  violation  of  thu 
law  both  in  fact  and  form.  The  law  being  what  We  have  assumed, 
any  violation  of  it,  whatever  may  be  its  form  or  mode,  is  as  certainly 
a  breach  of  good  faith  as  an  infringement  of  law.  It  must  be  seen, 
from  Jthe  manner  in  which  the  compromise  was  efifected,  in  the  shape 
of  a  law,  agreed  to  by  equal  contracting  parties,  *'the  several  Annual 
Conferences,'*  after  long  and  formal  negotiation,  that  it  was  not  a  mere 
legislative  enactment,  a  simple  decree  of  a  General  Conference,  but 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  ffrave  compact,  and  if  inyested  with  all  tho 
sacredness  and  sanctions  of  a  solemn  treaty,  binding  respectively  the 
well-known  parties  to  its  terms  and  stipulations.  If  this  be  sc^^-^nd 
with  the  evidence  accessible  who  can  doubt  it  ? — if  this  be  so,  will  it 
prove  a  light  ibatter  for  this  General  Conference  to  violate  or  disre-^ 
gard  the  obligation  of  this  Ugid  cofnpromisey  in  the  shape  of  publlo 
recognized  law  1  Allow  that  the  present  parties  in  this  controversy 
cannot  be  brought  to  view  the  subject  of  the  law  in  question  in  thie 
same  light,  can  such  a  matter  end  in  a  mere  difference  of  opinion  as 
it  respects  the  immediate  parties  ?  The  law  exists  in  the  Discipline 
of  the  church— the  law  is  known,  and  its  reasons  are  known,  as 
equally  binding  upon  both  parties,  and  what  is  the  likelihood  of  the 
imputation  of  bad  faith  under  the  circumstances  ?  What  the  hazardi- 
thai  such  imputation,  as  the  decision  of  public  opinion,  it  may  be  from 
a  thousand  tribunals,  will  be  brought  to  bear,  with  all  the  hght  and 
force  of  conviction,  upon  any  act  of  this  body,  in  violation  of  the  plaint 
provisions  of  long-established  law,  originating  in  treaty,  and  basedl 
upon  the  principles  of  conventional  compromise  ? 

In  proportion  to  our  love  of  truth,  of  law,  and  order,  are  we  not 
called  upon  to  pause  and  weigh  well  the  hazard,  before,  as  a  Genenit 
Conference,  we  incur  it  beyond  change  or  remedy  ?  The  undersigaeA 
have  long  looked  to  the  great  conservatwe  law  of  the  Discipline  on  the' 
subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  as  the  only  charter  of  c&nnectional  uniom 
between  the  north  and  the  soudi ;  and  whenever  this  bond  of  con- 
nection is  rendered  null  and  void,  no  matter  in  what  form,  or  by  what 
means,  they  are  compelled  to  regard  the  church,  to  every  practical 
purpose,  as  already  divided  without  the  intervention  of  any  other 
'agency.  By  how  far,  therefore,  they  look  upon  the  union  of  the  Me- 
thodist Episcopal  Church  as  essential  to  its  prosperity,  and  the  glory 
and  success  of  American  Methodism,  by  so  far  they  are  bound  to  pro* 
Sett  against  Uie  lata  act  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  irregttter 
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Bimpendion  of  Biahop  Andrew,  as  noi  oily  wiAottt  law,  bot  in  direol 
GontraTention  of  legal  stipnlatioiui  known  to  be  eMential  to  the  nniQr 
of  the  church.  And  they  are  thus  explicit  in  a  statement  of  facta,  that 
the  reaponsibility  of  division  may  attach  i^ere  in  justice  it  belongs. 
The  minority  making  this  Protest  are  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  law 
of  the  church  affecting  slaFery  and  abolition.  They  ask  no  changa 
They  need — they  seek  no  indulgence  in  behalf  of  the  south.  EUd 
Bishop  Andrew  been  suspended  according  to  law,  after  due  form  of 
trial,  they  would  have  submitted  without  remonstrance,  as  the  friends 
of  law  and  order. 

They  except  and  protest^  Jurther,  against  the  lawless  procedure,  as 
they  think,  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  because,  apart  from  the 
injustice  done  him  and  the  south,  by  the  act,  Other  and  graver  diffi- 
cnltiee,  necessarily  incidental  to  this  movement,  come  in  for  a  share 
of  attrition.  The  whole  subject  is,  in  the  very  nature  of  thiaga, 
resolved  into  a  single  original  question : .  Will  the  General  Confer* 
ence  adhere  to,  and  in  good  faith  assert  and  maintain,  the  compromise 
law  of  the  church  on  me  vexed  question  dividing  us — or  will  it  be 
ibund  expedient  generaUy,  as  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  to  lay  it 
aside,  and  tread  it  under  foot  ?  No  question  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
and  abolition  can  be  settled  until  the  General  Conference  shall  settle 
this  beyond  the  possibility  of  evasion.  In  the  present  crisis,  it  ia  the 
q)inion  of  the  undersigned,  that  every  Bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Churoh, 
uid  every  meqBber  of  this  Greneral  Conference,  ia  especisUy  called 
upon  by  all  the  responsibilities  of  truth  and  honour  to  declare  himself 
i^n  the  subject;  and  they  deem  it  proper,  respectfully  and  nrgently, 
to  make  such  call  a  part  of  this  Protest  Whoa  so  much  d^>eiids  upoa 
it,  can  the  General  Conference,  as  the  organ  of  the  supreme  authority 
of  the  church,  remain  silent  without  incurring  the  charge  of  trifling 
both  with  its  interests  and  reputation  T  Law  always  pledges  the 
I>ublic  Ikith  of  the  body  ostensibly  governed  by  it  to  the  faithful  asser- 
tion  and  performance  of  its  stipulations ;  and  the  compromise  law  of 
the  Discipline,  partaking,  as  it  does»  of  the  nature  of  the  law  of  treaty, 
and  emhnicing,  as  has  been  seen,  all  possible  cases,  pledges  the  good 
faith  of  every  minister  and  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
against  saying  or  doing  anything  tending  to  annul  the  force  (nt  thwart 
the  purposes  of  its  enactment.  The  only  allowable  remedy  of  those 
who  object  to  the  law,  is  to  seek  a  constitutional  change  <A  the  law ; 
and  ia  failm-e,  to  submit,  or  else  retire  from  the  church.  All  attempts 
to  resist,  evade,  or  defeat  the  objects  and  intended  application  of 
the  law,  until  dxdj  revoked,  must  be  regarded  as  unjust  and  revi^ 
hitionary,  because  aa  invasion  oi  well-defined  conventional  right. 
And  the  imdersigned  except  to  the  course  of  the  minority  in  the  in- 
formal prosecution  of.  Bishop  Andrew,  and  the  anomalous  quasi  sus- 
pension it  inflicts,  as  not  only  giving  to  the  compromise  a  conaCruction 
rendering  it  entirely  ineffective,  but  as  being  directly  subversive  of  the 
great  bond  of  union  which  has  held  the  north  and  south  together  for 
the  last  forty  years.  Turning  to  the  confederating  Annual  Confer* 
encea  of  1804,  and  the  vexed  and  protracted  negotiations  which  pro- 
eeded  the  General.  Conference  of  thai  year,  and  finally  sesulted  in  the 
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MMdng  law  of  the  Discipline,  regdatiiig  the  white  mih^ect,  mhA 
glancing  at  neadj  half  a  mifium  of  Methodists,  now  in. the  south,  who 
have  oome  into  the  church  with  all  their  hopes  and  fears,  interests 
and  associations,  their  property,  character,  and  influence,  reposing  in 
safety  upon  the  poblicly-pled^ied  faith  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  only  to  be  told  that  this  is  all  a  dream,  that  a  part  of  what  ' 
was  pledged  was  never  intended  to  be  allowed ;  and  that  the  whole  ie 
at  all  times  subject  to  the  discretion  ^f  a  dominant  majority,  claiming, 
^in  matter  of  right,  to  be  without  and  above  law,  competent  riot  merely 
10  make  sU  rules  and  regulations  for  the  proper  government  of  the 
ehurch,  but  to  ffovem  the  church  without  rule  or  regulation,  and  punish 
and  degrade  without  even  the  alleged  infringement  of  law,  or  the  form 
of  trial,  if  it  be  thought  expedient,  presents  a  state  of  things  filling 
.  the  undersigned  with  alarm  and  dismay.  Such  views  and  facts,  with- 
out adducing  others,  will  peihaps  be  suffici^t  to  show  the  first  and 
principal  ground  occnpied  by  the  minority  in  the  Protest.  They  can- 
not resist  &e  conviction  that  the  majority  have  failed  to  redeem  the  * 
jdedge  of  public  law  given  to  the  church  and  the  world  by  the  Me- 
thodist  £.  Church.  > 

2.  The  undersigned  are  aware  that  it  is  affirmed  by  some  of  the 
majority,  but  meanwhile  denied  by  others,  and  thus  a  mooted  uneeW 
tied  question  among  themselves,  that  the  resohition  censuring  and 
virtually  suspending  Bishop  Andrew,  as  understood  by  the  minority, 
ie  mere  matter  of  advice  or  recommendation  ;  but  so  far  from  advising  • 
OT  recommending  anything,  the  language  of  the  resolution,  by  fair 
mud  netessary  construction,  is  imperative  and  mandatory  in  form,  aad^' 
unqualified  by  anything  in  the  resolution  itself,  or  in  the  preamble  ex- 
plaining it^  conveys  the  idea  plainly  and  most  explicitly,  that  it  is  the 
judgment  and  will  of  the  Conference  that  Bishop  Andrew  shall  cease 
to  exercise  the  ofi^e  of  Bishop  until  he  shall  cease  to  be  the  owner  of 
slaves.  ''  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Conference  that  he 
desist."  That  is,  hnving  rendered  himself  unacceptable  to  the  ma* 
*  jority,  it  is  their  judgment  that  he  retire  from  the  bench  of  Bishopsi 
and  their  field  of  action. 

No  idea  of  request,  advice,  or  recommendation,  is  conveyed  by  the 
language  of  the  preamble  or  resolution,  and  the  recenr  avowal  of  tm 
jntenlion  to  advise  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  disowned 
by  the  very  terms  in  which,  it  is  said,  the  advice  was  given.  The 
whole  argument  of  the  majority,  during  a  debate  of  twelve  days,  turned 
upon  the  right  of  the  Conference  to  displace  Bi^op  Andrew  without  « 
resort  to  formal  trial.  No  one  questioned  the  legal  right  of  the  Con* 
ference  to  advise ;  and  if  this  only  was  intended,  why  the  protracted 
debate  upon  the  subject  ?  But  further,  a  resolution  respectfully  and  • 
affectionately  requesting  the  Bishop  to  resign  had  been  laid  aside,  to 
entertain  the  substitute  under  notice  ;  a  motion  too  to  declare  the  reso- 
lution advisory  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  majority  ;  and  in  view  of 
all  these  facts,  and  the  entire  pvoceedings  of  the  majority  in  the  oase^ 
the  undersigned  have  been  compelled  to  connder  the  resolution  as  a 
nandatoiy  judgment,  to  the  efibpt  that  Bishop  Andrew  desist  (rom^ 
exercise  of  his  episcopal  funotions.    If  the  majority  have  been  i 
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derstood,  the  langoftge  of  their  own  resolution,  and  the  poeition  they 
occupied  in  debate,  have  led  to  the  misconception ;  and  troth  and 
honour,  not  less  than  a  most  unfortunate  use  of  language,  require  that 
they  explain  themselves. 

3.  We  except  to  the  act  of  the  majority^  because  it  is  assumed  that 
conscience  and  principle  are  involved,  and  require  the  act  complained 
of,  as  expedient  and  necessary  under  the  circumstances^  Bishop  An* 
drew  being  protected  by  the  law  of  the  church,  having  cognizance 
of  all  offences^  connected  with  slavery,  such  connection  in  his  case,  in 
the  judgment  of  all  jurisprudence,  can  only  be  wrong  in  the  propor- 
tion that  the  Jaw  is  bad  and  defective.  It  is  not  conceived  by  the 
minority  how  conscience  and  principle  can  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
Bishop-  Andrew,  and  not  upon  the  law  and  the  church  having  such 
law.  They  are  obliged  to  believe  that  the  law  and  the  source  from 
which  it  emanates  must  become  the  object  of  exception  and  censure 
before  Bishop  Andrew,  who  has  not  offended  against  either,  unless  the 
church  is  against  the  law,  can  be  subjected  to  trial,  at  the  bar  of  the 
conscience  and  principles  of  men  who  profess  subjection  and  approval^ 
in  the  instance  both  of  the  law  Und  the  church. 

The  undersigned  can  never  consent,  while  we  have  a  plain  law^ 
obviously  covering  an  assumed  offence,  that  the  offence  shall  foe  taken* 
under  plea  of  principle,  out  of  the  handis  of  the  law,  and  be  resubjected 
to  the  conflicting  opinions  and  passions  which  originally  led  to  a  re- 
sort to  law,  as  the  only  safe  standard  of  judgment.  They  do  not  un- 
derstand how  conscience  and  principle  can  attach  grave  blame  to  ac- 
tion not  disapproved  by  the  law-— express  law  too,  made  and  provided 
in  the  case — without  extending  condemnation  to  the  law  itself,  and 
the  body  from  which  it  proceeds.  The  church  can  hardly  be  sup- 
posed to  have  settled  policy  and  invariable  custom,  in  contravention 
of  law ;  the  avowal  of  such  custom  and  policy  therefore,  excluding 
from  the  Episcopacy  any  and  every  man,  in  any  way  connected  with 
slavery,  is  mere  assumption.  No  contract^  agreement,  decree,  or  pur- 
pose of  this  kind,  is  of  record^  or  ever  existed.  No  such  exaction,  in 
terms  or  by  implication,  was  ever  made  by  the  nortfi,  or  conceded  by 
the  south.  No  conventional  understanding  ever  existed  to  this  effect, 
ao  far  as  the  south  is  concerned,  or  has  been  informed.  That  it  haa 
long,  perhaps  always  been  the  purpose  of  the  north,  not  to  elect  a 
slaveholder  to  the  office  of  Bishop,  is  admitted.  But  as  no  law  gave 
countenance  to  anything  of  the  kmd,  the  south  regarded  it  as  a  mere 
nuitter  of  social  injustice,  and  was  not  disposed  to  complin.  The 
north  has  always  found  its  security  in  numbers,  and  the  untrammelled 
right  of  suffrage,  and  to  this  the  south  has  not  objected.  The  assump* 
tion,  however,  is  entirely  different,  and  is  not  admitted  by  the  south, 
but  is  plainly  negatived  by  the  law  and  language  of  the  Discipline,  as 
eiq>lained  by  authority  of  the  General  Oonference. 

No  such  concession,  beyond  peaceable  submission  to  the  rig^t  of 
BitfSrage,  exercised  by  the  majority,  will  ever  be  submitted  to  by  the 
south,  as  it  would  amount  to  denial  of  equal  abstract  right,  and  a  dia* 
franchisement  of  the  southern  ministry,  and  could  not  Im  submitted  ta 
without  injury  and  degradation.    If,  then,  the  north  is  not  salisfiad 
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vith  the  negtAve  right  conceded  to  the  south  oy  law  in  this  matter, 
the  miDority  would  be  glad  to  kuow  what  principle  or  policy  is  likely 
to  iatrodoce  beyond  the  existing  provisions  of  law.  As  the  contin* 
gency  which  has  occasioned  the  difficulty  in  the  case  of  Bishop  An- 
drew, and  to  which  every  southern  minister  is  liable  at  any  time,  does 
not,  and  cannot  fall  under  the  condemnation  of  existing  law,  and  he 
cannot  be  punished,  nor  yet  subjected  to  any  official  disability,  without 
an  abuse  of  both  right  and  power,  on  the  part  of  this  General  Confer* 
ence,  the  minority  are  compelled  to  think  that  the  majority  ought  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  consciousness  and  declaration,  that  they  are  in  no 
way  responsible  for  the  contingency,  and  thus,  at  least,  allow  Bishop 
Andrew  the  ben^t  of  their  own  legislation,  until  they  see  proper  to 
change  it  This  attempt  by  the  majority  to  protect  a  lawless  prose- 
cution from  merited  rebuke,  by  an  appeal  to  conscience  and  principle, 
condemning  Bishop  Andrew,  while  the  law  and  the  church,  shielding 
him  from  the  assault,  are  not  objected  to,  is  looked  upon  by  the  minority 
as  a  species  of  moral,  we  will  not  say  legal  casuistry,  utterly  subver- 
sive of  all  the  principles  of  order  and  good  government, 

4.  The  act  of  the  majority  was  ostensibly  resorted  to,  because,  as 
alleged,  the  church  in  the  middle  and  northern  Conferences  will  not 
submit  to  any,  the  slightest  connection  with  slavery.  But  if  connec- 
tion with  slavery  is  ruinous  to  the  church  in  the  north,  thai  ruin  is 
already  wrought.  Who  does  not  know  that  the  very  Disciphne,  laws, 
and  legislation  of  the  church  necessarily  connect  us  all  with  slavery  ? 
All  OUT  provisional  legislation  on  the  subject  has  proceeded  on  the 
assumption  that  slavery  is  an  element  of  society — a  principle  of  ac- 
don — a  household  reality  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  thi^ 
United  States.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  economy  of  American 
Methodism,  in  every  subjective  sense.  It  has  given  birth  to  law  and 
right,  conventional  arrangements,  numerous  missions,  and  official 
trusts.  Every  Bishop,  every  minister,  every  member  of  the  church 
is  of  necessity  connected  with  slavery.  Each  is  brother  and  co-mem- 
ber, both  with  slkve  and  master,  by  die  very  laws  and  organization  of 
the  church. 

If,  then,  connection  with  slavery  is  so  disastrous,  the  only  remedy 
is  to  purify  the  church  by  reorganization,  or  get  out  olT  it  as  soon  as 
possible.  And  would  not  this  aversion  to  slavery — would  not  con- 
science and  principle,  so  much  plead  in  this  controversy — ^pear  much 
more  consistent  in  every  view  of  the  subject,  in  striking  at  the  root 
of  the  evil,  in  the  organic  structure  of  the  church,  than  in  seeking  its 
personification  in  Bishop  Andrew,  protected  although  he  be  by  the 
law,  and  proceeding  to  punish  him,  by  way  of  calhng  off  attention 
from  the  known  toleration  of  the  same  thing,  in  other  aspects  and  re- 
lations ? 

Impelled  by  conscience  and  principle  to  the  illegal  arrest  of  a 
Bishop,  because  he  has  incidentally,  by  bequest,  inheritance,  and 
marriage,  come  into  possession  of  slave  property,  in  no  instance  ilo- 
tending  to  possess  himself  of  such  property,  how  long  will  conscience 
and  principle  leave  other  ministers,  or  even  lay  members,  undisturbed^ 
who  may  happen  to  be  iit  thq  same  category  with  Bishop  Andrew? 
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Will  Msorairces  be  given  that  the  lawlessness  of  expediency,  coir' 
trolled,  as  in  such  case'  h  must  be,  by  prejudice  and  passion,  will  ex« 
tend  no  further — that  there  shall  be  no  further  curtailment  of  right  a» 
^  k  regards  the  southern  ministry?  Yet  what  is  the  security  of  the 
south  in  the  case  ?  Is  the  public  faith  of  this  body,  as  histanced  in 
the  recent  violations  of  the  compromise  law,  to  be  relied  upon  as  the 
guarantee  for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge  ?  What  would  such  pledge 
or  assurance  be  but  to  rermind  the  south  that  any  departure  at  all  from 
the  great  conservative  pledge  of  law,  ta  Which  we  appeal,  was  much 
more  effectually  guarded  against  originally,  than  it  is  possible  to  guard 
against  any  subsequent  infringement,  and  fo  make  the  south  feel  fur* 
ther  ibat  disappointment  in  the  first  instance  must  compel  distrust  with 
regard  to  the  future  ?  The  church  havrog  specific  law  on  the  sub^ 
ject,  all  questions  inroiving  slavery  must  inevitably,  by  intention  of 
law,  come  within  the  purview  of  such  special  provision,  and  cannot 
be  judged  of  by  any  ether  larw  or  standard,  without  a  most  daring  de- 
parture from  all  the  rules  and  sobrieties  of  judicial  procedure,  and  the 
undersigned  accordingly  except  to  the  action  of  the  majority  in  rela- 
,  tion  to  Bishop  Andrew,  as  not  only  without  sanction  of  law,  biit  in 
eonflict  with  rights  created  by  law. 

5.  As  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  now  organized,  and  ac- 

•  cording  to  its  orgaofzation  since  1784,  the  Episcopacy  is  a  co-ordinate 

#  branch,  the  executive  department  proper  of  the  government.  A 
Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  not  a  mere  creature — 
is  in  no  prominent  sense  an  officer  of  the  General  Conference.  The 
General  Conference,  as  such,  'cannot  constitute  a  Bishop.  It  is  true 
the  Annual  Conferences  select  the  Bishops  of  the  church,  by  the  suf- 
frage of  their  delegates-,  in  General  Conference  assembled ;  but  the 
General  Conference,  in  its  capacity  of  a  representative  body  or  any 
other  in  which  it  exists,  does  not  possess  the  power  of  ordination, 
without  which  a  Bish<^  cannot  be  constituted. 

The  Bishops  are  beyond  a  doubt  an  integral  constituent  part  of  the 
General  Conference,  made  such  by  law  and  the  constitution ;  and  be- 
cause elected  by  the  General  Conference,  it  does  not  follow  that  they 
are  subject  to  the  will  of  that  body,  except  in  conformity  with  legal 
right  and  the  provisions  of  law,  in  the  premises.  In  this  sense,  and 
so  viewed,  they  are  subject  to  the  General  Conference,  and  this  is 
sufficient  limitation  of  their  power,  unless  the  government  itself  is  to 
be  considered  irregular  and  unbalanced  in  the  co-ordinate  relations  of 
its  parts.  In  a  sense  by  no  means  unimportant  the  General  Confer- 
'^  ence  is  as  much  the  creature  of  the  Episcopacy,  as  the  Bishops  are 
the  creatures  of  the  General  Conference.  Constitutionally  the  Bish- 
ops alone  have  the  right  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, and  should  they  refuse  or  neglect  to  do  so,  no  Annual  Confer- 
ence could  meet,  according  to  law,  and,  by  consequence,  no  delegates 
oould  be  chosen,  and  no  General  Conference  could  be  chosen,  or  even 
exist.  And  because  this  is  so,  what  would  be  thought  of  the  imper- 
tinent pretension,  should  the  Episcopacy  claim  that  the  General  Con- 
*  ference  is  the  mere  creature  of  their  will  ?  As  executive  oficers  as 
well  as  pastoral  overseers,  the  Bishops  belong  to  the  church  as  such. 
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vdA  not  to  the  General  Conference  as  one  of  its  cotmsela  or  organs  of 
action  merely. 

The  General  Conference  is  in  no  sense  the  church,  not  even  repre- 
sentatively. It  is  merely  the  representative  organ  of  the  church,  wi^ 
limited  powers  to  do  its  husiness,  in  the  discharge  of  a  delegated 
trust. 

Because  Bishops  are  in  part  constituted  by  the  General  Conference, 
the  power  of  removal  does  not  follow.  Episcopacy  even  in  the  Metho- 
dist Church  is  not  a  mere  appointment  to  labour.  It  is  an  official  coil* 
secrated  station,  under  the  protection  of  law,  and  can  only  be  dan- 
gerous as  the  law  is  bad,  or  the  church  corrupt.  The  power  to  ap- 
point does  not  necessarily  involve  the  power  to  remove ;  and  when 
the  appointing  power  is  derivative,  as  in  the  case  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, the  power  of  removal  does  not  accrue  at  all,  unless  by  con- 
sent of  the  co-ordinate  branches  of  the  government,  expressed  by  law, 
made  and  provided  in  the  case.  When  the  legislature  of  a  state,  to 
appeal  to  analogy  for  illustration,  appoints* a  judge  or  senator  in  con- 
gress, does  the  judge  or  senator  thereby  become  the  officer  or  creature 
of  the  legislature,  or  is  he  the  officer  or  senatorial  representative  of  the 
state,  of  which  the  legislature  is  the  mere  or^n  ?  And  does  the 
power  of  removal  foHow  that  of  appointment  ?  The  answer  is  ne^- 
tive,  in  both  cases,  and  applies  equally  to  the  Bishops  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  who,  instead  of  bein^  the  officers  and  crea- 
tures of  the  General  Conference,  are  de  facto  the  officers  and  servants 
of  the  church,  chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  as  its  organ  of 
action,  and  no  right  of  removal  accrues,  except  as  they  fail  to  accom- 
plish the  aims  of  the  church  in  their  appointment,  and  then  only  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law.  But  when  a  Bishop  is  site- 
pended,  or  informed  that  it  is  the  wish  or  w81  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence that  he  cease  to  perform  the  functions  of  Bishop,  for  doing  what 
the  law  of  the  same  body  allows  him  to  do,  and  of  course  without  in- 
curring the  hazard  of  punishment,  or  even  blame,  then  the  whole  pro- 
cedure becomes  an  outrage  upon  justice,  as  well  as  law. 

The  assumption  of  power  by  the  Genera]  Conference  beyond  the 
warrant  of  law,  to  which  we  object,  and  against  which  we  protest,  will  , 
lead,  if  carried  into  practice,  to  a  direct  violation  of  one  of  the  restric- 
tive rules  of  the  constitution.  Suppose  it  had  been  the  "  sense''  of 
this  General  Conference,  when  the  late  communication  from  the  Bishops 
was  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Conference,  that  such  communication 
was  an  interference  with  their  rights  and  duties — an  attempt  to  tamper 
with  the  purity  and  independence,  and  therefore  an  outrage  upon  this 
claims  and  dignity  of  the  Conference  not  to  be  borne  with.  And  pro- 
ceeding a  step  further,  suppose  it  had  been  the  "  sense"  of  the  Con- 
ference that  they  aU  desist  from  performing  the  functions  of  Bishops 
until  the  '*  impediment**  of  such  offence  had  been  removed — assume  this, 
(and,  so  far  as  mere  law  is  concerned,  no  law  being  violated  in  either 
case,  it  was  jnst  as  likely  as  the  movement  against  Bishop  Andrew,) 
and  had  it  taken  place,  what  had  become  of  the  general  superintendency  t 
If  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  may,  without  law,  and 
at  the  insunce  of  mere  party  expediency,  be  suspended  from  the 
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exdrciae  of  tke  appropriate  fanctions  oC  bis  office,  for  one  aot,  lie  may 
for  anodier.  Admit  this  doctrioe,  and  by  what  tenure  do  the  Bubops 
hold  office  1  One  thing  is  certain,  whatever  other  tenure  there  may 
he,  they  do  not  hold  office  according  to  law. 

Tbp  provisions  of  law  and  the  faithful  performance  of  duty,  upon 
this  theory  of  official  tenure,  afford  no  security.  Admit  this  claim  of 
absolutism*  as  regards  right  and  powers  on  the  paWof  the  General 
Conference,  ax^d  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ave 
slaves,  a&d  the  men  constituting  this  body  their  masters  and  holders* 
They  are  in  office  only  at  the  discretion  of  a  majority  of  the  General 
Conference,  without  the  restraints  or  protection  of  law.  Both  the  law 
and  themselves  are  liable  and  likely  at  any  time  to  be  overborne  and 
trampled  upon  together,  as  exemplified  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew* 
If  the  doctrine  against  which  we  protest  be  admitted,  the  episcopal 
office  is,  at  best,  but  a  quadrennial  term  of  service,  and  the  undersigned 
are  compelled  to  think  that  a  man  who  would  remain  a  Bishop,  or  allow 
himself  to  be  nuide  one^  undepr  such  circumstances,  "  desires  a  good 
work,"  and  is  prepared  for  setf-sacrifiee,  quite  beyond  the  comprehension 
of  ordinary  piety. 

As  it  regards  Bishop  Andrew,  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  the 
action  in  his  case  was  intended  only  to  advise  and  request  him  to  desist 
ttom  his  office,  it  does  not  in  any  way  affect  the  real  or  relative  character 
of  the  movement.  When  a  body  claimipg  the  right  to  compel,  ask^ 
the  resignation  of  an  officer,  the  request  is  to  all  official  and  moral  pur* 
poses  compulsory t  as  it  loads  the  officer  with  disability,  and  gives  notice 
of  assumed  unwbrthiness,  if  not  criminality.  The  request  has  all  the 
Jbrce  of  a  mandate,  inasmuch  as  the  officer  is  by  such  request  com- 
pelled either  to  resign  or  remain  in  office  contrary  to  the  known  will 
of  the  ipajority.  A  simple  request,  therefore,  under  the  circumstance» 
supposed,  carries  with  it  all  the  force  of  a  decree,  and  is  so  understood, 
U  is  believed,  by  all  the  world. 

To  r9quest  Bishop  Andrew  to  resign,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the 
facts  and  relations  of  the  case,  was,  in  the^  judgment  of  the  minority^ 
to  punish  and  degrade  him  ;  and  they  maintain  that  the  whole  move- 
ment  waa.  without  authority  of  law,  is  hence  of  necessity  null  and 
void,  and  therefore  not  binding  upon  Bishop  Andrew,  or  the  minority 
-protesting  against  it. 

6.  We  protest  against  the  act  of  the  majority,  instructing  Bishop 
Andrew  to  desist  from  the  exercise  of  his  pffice,  not  merely  on  account 
4)f  the  injustice  and  evil  connecting  with  the  act  itself,  but  becanae 
the  act  must  be  understood  as  the  exponent  of  principles  and  purposes, 
as  it  regards  the  union  of  the  north  apd  south  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church,  well  nigh  destroying  ^U  hope  of  its  perpetuity^  The  true 
vpo9ition  of  the  parties  in  relation  to  a  long-existing  conventional 
arrangement,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  has  been  fully 
'under  notice ;  and  when  men  of  years  and  wisdom,  experience  and 
learning— men  of  no  common  weight  of  character,  and  wiUi  a  well- 
■earned  aristocracy  of  church  influence  thrown  about  them,  assume  and 
.declare,  in  action  as  well  as  debate,  that  what  a  plain  law  of  the  church 
.'^tbe  only  law  applicable  in  the  case— sustained  and  enforced,  too,  by 
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«B  expkAiatory  decree  of  tlii»  body,  at  a  previous  session — decides  shsR 
not  be  a  disqualification  for  o^ce,  in  any  gratde  in  the  ministry^ when 
such  men,  the  law  and  decision  of  the  General  Conference  notwith* 
standing,  are  heaxd  declaring  that  what  law  provides  for  and  protects 
nevertheless  alioays  has  been  i^nd  always  shall  be  a  disqualification,  what 
further  evidence  is  wanting  to  show  that  the  etmipr^mise  basis  ofwnan^ 
from  which  the  south  has  never  swerved,  has  been  abandoned  both  by  the 
northern  and  middle  Conferences,  with  a  few  exceptions  in  the  latter, 
and  that  principles  and  purposes  are  entertained  by  the  majority,  driving 
die  south  to  extreme  action,  in  defence  both  of  their  rights  and  reputa* 
tion  ?  And  how  far  the  lon^  train  of  eventful  sequences,  attendant  upon 
the  threatened  sesnlt  of  division,  may  be  traceable  to  the  northern  and 
middle  Conferences,  by  the  issue  thus  provoked,  is  a  question  to  be 
settled  not  by  us,  but  by  our  cdlemporaries  and  posterity. 

It  is  matter  of  history,  with  regard  to  the  past,  and  will  not  be 
questioned,  that  now,  as  formerly,  the  south  is  upon  the  basis  of  the  Dis- 
eiplinoy  on  the  sublet  of  slavery.  The  minority  believe  it  equally 
certain  that  this  is  not  ttne  with  regard  to  the  north  proper  especially. 
In:  view,'then,  of  the  unity  df  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which 
party  has  been,  in  equity,  entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  protection  of 
the  middle  and  un^nre  Conferences  ?  those  who  through  good  and  evil 
report  have  kept  good  faith  and  adhered  to  law,  or  those  whose  opinions 
and  purposes  have  led  them  to  seek  a  state  of  things  in  advance  of  la^, 
and  thus  dishonour  its  forms  and  sanctions  ? 

7.  In  proportion  as  the  minority  appreciate  and  cling  to  the  unity 
of  the  ^thodist  Episcopal  Church,  they  are  bound,  further,  to  except 
to  the  position  of  the  majority,  in  this' controversy.  Allow  that  Bishop 
Andrew,  without  however  any  infringement  of  law,  is,  on  account  of 
his  connection  with  slavery,  unacceptable  in  the  northern  Conferences., 
It  is  equally  known  to  the  majority  that  any  Bishop  of  the  church,^ 
either  violating,  or  submitting  to  a  violation  of  the  compromise  charter  of 
union  between  the  north  and  the  south,  without  proper  and  public  remon-* 
strance,  cannot  be  acceptable  in  the  south,  and  need  not  appear  there. 
By  pressing  the  issue  in  question,  therefore,  the  majority  virtually 
dissolve  the  government  of  the  Melodist  Episcopal  Church,  because 
in  every  constitutional  aspect  it  is  sundered  by  so  crippling  a  co-ordi* 
Bate  branch  of  it  as  to  destroy  the  itinerant  general  superintendency 
altogether.  Whenever  it  is  clearly  ascertained  that  the  compromise 
law  of  the  church,  regulating  slavery  and  abolition,  is  abandoned,  every 
Bishop,  each  of  the  venerable  and  excellent  men  who  now  adorn  the 
church  and  its  counsels,  ceases  to  be  a  general  Superintendent :  the 
law  of  union,  the  principle  of  gravitation,  binding  us  together,  is  dis- 
solved, and  the  general  superintendency  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  no  more !  . 

8.  The  south  have  not  been  led  thus  to  protest  merely  because  of 
the  treatment  received  by  Bishop  Andrew,  or  the  kindred  action  of  this 
body  in  other  matters.  The  abandonment  of  the  compromise — the 
official  refusal  by  the  majority,  as  we  have  understood  them,  to  ab)de 
the  arbitrament  of  law — is  their  principal  ground  of  complaint  and 
remonstrance.     If  the  minority  have  not  entirely  misunderstood  the 
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majority,  the  abolition  and  anti^laveiy  principlea  of  the  north  will  no 
longer  allow  them  to  submit  to  the  law  of  the  Discipline  on  the  general 
subject  of  slavery  and  abolition  ;  and  if  this  be  so,  if  the  compromise 
law  be  either  repealed  or  allowed  to  remain  a  dead  letter,  tAe  smOh 
camwt  submit^  <md  the  absolute  neeeesily  ^  dwision  is  akready  dated. 
And  should  the  exigent  oircnmstances  in  which  the  minority  find  them* 
selves  placed,  by  the  facts  and  developments  alluded  to  in  this  remon- 
strance, render  it  finally  necessary  that  the  southern  Conferences  should 
'  have  a  separate^  independent  existence,  it  is  hoped  that  the  character 
and  services  of  the  minority,  together  with  the  numbers  and  claims  of 
the  ministry  and  membership  of  the  portion  of  the  church  represented 
by  them,  not  less  than  similar  reasons  and  considerations  on  the  pan 
of  the  northern  and  middle  Conferences,  will  suggest  the  high  moral 
fitness  of  meeting  this  great  emergency  with  strong  and  steady  purpose 
to  do  justice  to  all  concerned.  And  it  is  believed  that,  approaching 
the  subject  in  this  way,  it  will  be  found  practicable  to  devise  and  adopt 
such  measures  and  arrangements,  present  and  pro^>ective,  as  wUl 
secure  an  amicable  division  of  the  church  upon,  the  broad  principiee 
of  right  and  equity,  and  destined  to  result  in  tbe  common  good  of  the 
great  body  of  ministers  and  members  found  on  either  side  ^tie  Aim 
0f  separation. 

Signed  by  the  following  delegates,  vis.  :— 

Kentucky  Conference — H.  B.  Bascom,  Wm.  Gnnn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh, 
£.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W.  Brush.  Missouri— W.  W.  Red- 
man,  W.  Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson.  Hoiston — ^E.  F. 
Sevier,  S.  Patton,  T.  Stringfield.  Tennessee^R,  Paine,  J.  B.  M'Fer- 
rin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden.  North  Cardinet^i.  T.  Blake,  J. 
Jameson,  P.  Doub.  OAio— £.  W.  Sehon.  Memphis-^G,  W.  D.  Har- 
ris,  S.  S.  Moody,  W.  M'Mahan,  T.  Joyner.  Arkansas^},  C.  Parker, 
W.  P.  Ratcliffe,  A.  Hunter.  Ffr|»fi«i— J.  Early,  T.  Crowder,  W.  A. 
Smith,  L.  M.  Lee.  Mississippi--^*  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane, 
6.  M.  Rogers.  Philadelphit^l,  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T.  J.  Thomp- 
son, Henry  White.  Texas^-h*  Fowler,  lUinois — N.  C.  Berryman,  J. 
Stamper.  Alabama — J.  Boring,  J.  Hamilton,  W.  Muirah,  G.  Garrett. 
Georgia^G,  F.  Pierce,  W.  J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  E. 
Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet.  South  Carolina— Vi,  Capers,  W.  M.  Wights 
man,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  H,  A.,C.  Walker.  New-Jersey—li,  Sove- 
reign, T.  Neal. 

I.---DR.  BABCOM'8  LETTER. 
Rev.  Bishops  Soule^  Hedding,  Waugh,  and  Morris  ;— 

Mr  Dear  BRBTHRSNy-^That  part  of  the  Protest,  presented  to  the 
'  General  Conference  yesterday,  which  relates  to  the  Bishops  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  maintaining  tbe  compromise  lam  of  the 
Discipline,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  ^Milion^  was  intended  as  the 
declaration  of  a  principle,  to  which  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  south  to  sd- 
here ;  but  wa*s  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea,  that  any  member  of 
the  existing  bench  of  Bishops  was  in  any  way  delinquent  with  regard 
10  tbe  law  of  the  church  in  question.    If  any  such  impression  has  been 
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made,  ttt  any  quarter,  it  is  deeply  regretted.  It  is  the  opimon  of  the 
writer  and  signers  of  the  Protest  alluded  to,  thai  the  Bishops  addressed 
in  this  communication  have,  at  different  times,  and  in  different  forms, 
-sufficiently  ^Zaroi -themselves  on  ^e  subject  under  notice ;  and  so  far 
from  intending  to  impugn  the  Bishops  in  any  way,  the  minority  signing 
the  Protest  are  ready  at  all  times  to  endorse  the  purity  and  impartiality 
with  which  they  have  maintained  and  enforced  the  law  and  doctrine 
.of  the  church,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolitton.  , 

In  behalf  of  the  southern  delegations  signing  the  Protest,  very  truly 
and  respectfully,  H.  B.  Basoom. 

NevhYork,  Jun$  7, 1844. 


K^REPLY  TO  THE  PROTEST. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  Stdtement  of  the  Facts 
eonneeted  with  the  Proceedings  in  the  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew, 

The  con^nittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the 
rase  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  to  examine  the  Protest  of  the  minority, 
regret  that  the  circumstances  under  which  they  have  been  compelled 
to  act  have  prevented  their  preparing  so  complete  a  report  as  the  im- 
j)ortance  of  the  subject  demands.  The  Protest  was  not  placed  undpr 
their  command  until  Friday  afternoon,  and  immediately  afterward  two 
of  the  original  committee  had  to  withdraw,  one  of  them  being  ill,  and 
the  other  having  been  elected  Bishop  ;  nor  were  their  places  supplied 
until  Saturday  evening.  It  is  under  these  disadvantages,  and  amid  the 
pressure  of  important  Conference  business,  that  they  have  been  re» 
quired  to  prepare  a  document  in  relation  to  some  of  the  most  important 
questions  that  have  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the  church.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  the  following  statement  of  law  and  facts  will 
he  a  sufficient  notice  of  the  Protest  which  has  been  referred  to  them. 

As  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Conference  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew  were  not  iudicial,  its  decision  has  gone  forth  to  the  public 
unaccompanied  by  the  reasons  and  facts  upon  which  this  action  was 
founded.  This  deficiency  is  but  partially  supplied  by  the  published 
reports  of  the  debate  on  the  subject.  The  speakers  who  advocated 
the  resolution  were  restrained  by  a  praiseworthy  delicacy  from  att 
avoidable  allusions  which  might  give  pain  to  the  respected  individual 
concerned,  or  awaken  unpleasant  emotions  in  any  quarter.  It  is  but 
natural  that,  under  these  circumstances,  some  misunderstanding  should 
prevail  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  The  following  statement,  it  is 
helieved,  contains  nothing,  at  least  so  far  as  facts  are  concerned^ 
which  will  not  be  cheerfully  confirmed  by  all  parties,  and  will  throw 
light  upon  the  true  position  of  the  authors  of  the  Protest. 

From  the  first  institution  of  the  Episcopacy  of  the  Methodist  Epis^ 
copal  Church,  no  slaveholder  has  been  elected  to  that  dignity,  though, 
in  several  instances,  candidates*  otherwise  eminently  fitted  for  the  eta* 
tion,  have  failed  of  success  solely  on  account  of  this  impediment. 
Since  the  period  referred  ^to,  nine  Bishops  have  been  elected,  who 
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vere  natiTes  of  the  United  States.  Of  these  only  Aiee  have  beea 
northern  men,  while  bix  were  natiresof  slaveholding  states.  Not  one, 
however,  was  a  slaveholder;  a  remarkable  fact,  which  shows  very 
clearly,  that  while  ranch  more  than  their  rast  claim  has  been  conceded 
to  the  slaveholding  portions  of  the  church,  a  decided  and  uniform  re- 
pugnance has,  from  the  first,  been  felt  and  manifested  to  the  occupancy 
of  that  high  office  by  a  slaveholder. 

It  is  known  and  acknowledged  by  all  southern  brethxen,  that  Bishop 
Andrew  was  nominated  by  the  delegates-from  the  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia  Conferences,  as  a  southern  candidate  for  whom  northern  moA 
might  vote,  without  doing  violence  to  their  principles,  as  he  was  no- 
slaveholder.  Bishop  Andrew  himself  perfectly  understood  the  ground 
of  his  election,  and  often  said  that  he  was  indebted  to  his  poverty  for 
his  promotion.  Since  (he  year  1832,  the  anti-slavery  sentiment  in  the 
church,  as  well  as  in  the  whole  civilized  world,  luis  constantly  and 
rapidly  gained  ground ;  and  within  the  last  year  or  two  it  has  been 
roused  to  a  special  and  most  earnest  opposition  to  the  introduction  of 
a  sbveholder  into  the  episcopal  office — an  event  which  many  were  led 
to  fear,  by  certain  intimations  published  in  the  Southern  Christian 
Advocate,  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  and  perhaps  some  other 
Methodist  periodicals.  This  opposition  produced  the  profoundest 
anxiety  through  most  of  the  non-slaveholding  Conferences.  The  sub* 
ject  was  discussed  everywhere,  and  the  dreaded  event  universally 
deprecated  as  the  most  fearful  calamity  that  ever  threatened  the 
church.  Many  Conferences  instructed  their  delegates  to  use  all  pos* 
sible  means  to  avert  such  an  evil.  Other  Conferences,  and  many 
thousand  laymen,  sent  up  petitions  and  memorials  to  the  same  effect 
to  the  present  General  Conference.  Such  was  the  state  of  sentiment 
and  of  apprehension  in  the  northbm  portion  of  the  church,  when  the 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference  learned,  on  reaching  this  city, 
that  Bishop  Andrew  had  become  a  slaveholder.  The  profound  grief, 
the  utter  dismay,  which  was  produced  by  this  astounding  intelligence, 
can  be  fully  appreciated  onlr  by  diose  who  have  participated  in  die 
distressing  scenes  which  have  since  been  enacted  in  the  General 
Conference. 

When  the  first  emotions  of  surprise  and  sorrow  had  so  far  subsided 
as  to  allow  of  sober  thought  and  inquiry,  it  was  ascertamed  that  Bishop 
Andrew  had  been  a  slaveholder  for  several  years.  Soon  after  hu 
election  to  the  Episcopacy,  a  lady  of  Augusta  bequeathed  him  a  female 
•lave,  on  .condition  that  she  should  be  sent  to  Liberia  at  nineteen  years 
of  age,  if  her  consent  to  emigrate  could  be  obtained — otherwise  she 
was  to  be  made  as  free  as  the  laws  of  Georgia  would  permit.  She  re- 
fiised  to  emigrate,  ha6  since  married,  and  is  now  enjoying  all  the  pri- 
vileges provided  for  in  the  will  of  her  former  mistress  : — she  is,  and 
must  be,  a  slave — she  and  her  children — and  liable  to  all  that  may 
befall  slaves.  Another  slave  Bishop  Andrew  has  inherited  from  the 
mother  of  his  former  wife,  and  by  his  recent  marriage  he  has  become 
the  owner  of  (it  was  said  on  the  floor  of  the  General  Conference) 
fourteen  or  fifteen  more.  These  belonged  to  Mrs.  Andrew  in  her  own 
light  before  her  marriage.    That  act,  according  to  the  laws  of  Geor- 
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gia,  made  tbem  the  properQr  of  Bisbop  Andrew,  to  keept^r  diipoee  of  as 
He  pleased.     He  conveyed  them  to  a  trustee,  for  the  joint  nse  of  him- 
self and  wife,  of  whom .  the  snrriTor  is  to  be  the  sole  owner.     This 
conveyance  was  made  for  the  security  of  Mrs.  Andrew,  and  with  no 
view  either  to  satisfy  or  to  mislead  the  opinions  of  the  northern  church. 
So  much,  at  least,  Bishop  Andrew  was  understood  to  say  to  the  Con- 
ference.    His  known  integrity  fort)id8  the  suspicion  that  he  would 
attempt  to  disguise  the  real  character  of  the  transaction ;  and  the  fact 
that  the  earnings  of  the  slaves,  as  well  as  the  reversionary  title  to  them, 
are  his,  demonstrates  that  this  arrangement  was  not  made  with  any 
view  to  satisfy  the  well-known  sentiments  of  the  church  against  a 
slaveholding  Bishop.    It  is  manifest  from  this  statement,  which  is  be- 
lieved to  be  strictly  correct,  that  Bishop  Andrew's  connection  with 
slavery  is — ^not  as  the  Protest  intimates,  merely  an  ^  assumption,"  but 
that  he  is  the  owner  of  slaves,  in  the  full  and  proper  sense  of  that  term. 
His  title  was  acquired  by  bequest,  by  inheritance,  and  by  marriage, 
which  are  by  far  the  most  common  grounds  of  ownership  in  slaves. 
All  the  usual  and  necessary  conditions  of  slavery  have  their  fulfil- 
ment in  the  relation  of  these  persons  to  Bishop  Andrew.    Their  la- 
bour and  their  earnings  are  subject  to  his  control,  and  inure  td  his 
benefit  and  that  of  his  family.    They  are  ^now  liable,  or  they  may  be 
hereafter,  to  be  sold  ;  they  and  their  offspring  are  doomed,  as  the  case 
now  stands,  to  a  bondage  that  is  perpetual,  and  they  are  liable  and 
likely  to  descend  to  his  heirs.     Beyond  all  reasonable  doubt,  the  con- 
dition of  Bidiop  Andrew's  slaves  will  be  attended,  while  he  lives,  with 
all  the  alleviations — and  ihese  are  many  and  great — which  a  very  be- 
nevolent and  Christian  master  can  provide.     Still  it  must  be  slavery. 
In  the  view  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  of  the  htw  of  the  ]!)i8Cipline, 
in  all  its  more  weighty  and  permanent  consequences  to  the  bondman, 
it  is  and  must  be  slavery.     It  was  said  repeatedly  oh  the  floor  of  the 
Conference,  that  the  deed  of  trust  had  put  it  quite  beyond  Bishop 
Andrew's  power  to  free  his  slaves,  even  if  there  were  no  other  obstacle. 
So  then,  should  the  stringent  laws  of  Georgia  against  emancipation 
be  relaxed  or  repealed  by  her  next  legislature,  the  rule  of  the  Disci- 
pline, which  would  then  become  imperative  on  Bishop  Andrew,  coiUd 
not^  and  would  not,  be  satisfied,  and  the  church  must  still  have  a 
slaveholding  Bishop,  in  spite,  not  only  of  its  known  will,  but  of  its 
standing  laws. 

It  was  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  delegates  from  the  noiw 
slaveholding  Conferences  that  Bishop  Andrew  could  not  continue  to 
exercise  his  episcopal  functions  under  existing  circumstances,  without 
producing  results  extensively  disastrous  to  the  church  in  the  north ; 
and  from  this  opinion  the  brethren  of  the  south  did  not  dissent.  For 
a  while  the  hope  was  entertained  that  the  difficulty  would  be  quietly 
,  removed  by  his  resigning  his  ofilce,  which  it  was  kno'wn  he  had  pre* 
vioiisly  desired  to  do.  But  this  hope  was  dissipated  by  the  intelli- 
gence that  the  delegates  from  the  Conferences  fn  the  slaveholding 
slates  had  been  convened,  and  that  they  had  unanimously  advised  him 
not  to  resign.  Various  efforts  were  then  made  in  private  to  devise 
some  9iethod  to  relieve  the  case,  but  they  all  proved  abortive;  and 
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nothing  remained  bat  that  it  must  come  before  the  General  Confer- 
ence. The  Bishops  themselves,  in  their  united  Address  to  the  Con- 
ference, had  urged  it  to  ascertkin  whether  there  has  been  any  depart^ 
lire  from  the  essential  principles  "  of  the  general  itinerant  superin- 
tendency,"  and  had  declared  of  that  supertntendency  that  "  the  plan 
of  its  operation  is  general,  embracing  the  whole  work  in  eonneetumal 
order,  and  not  diocesan,  or  sectional.  Consequently  any  division  of  the 
work  into  districts,  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  create  a  particular  charge, 
with  any  other  view,  or  in  any  order,  than  as  a  prudential  measure  to 
secure  to  all  the  Conferences  the  annual  visits  of  the  Superintendents, 
would  be  an  innovation  on  the  system" — ^that  "  our  superintendence 
must  be  itinerant,  and  not  local :" — ^that  ^  it  was  wisely  provided  in  the 
system  of  Methodism,  from  its  very  foundation,  that  it  should  be  the 
4uty  of  the  Superintendents  *  to  travel  through  the  connection  at  large.* ^ 
The  question  then  presented  itself,  how  the' case  of  Bishop  Andrew 
could  be  so  disposed  of  as  to  preserve  this  itinerant  general  snperin- 
tendency  ?  If  the  General  Confeitece  had  even  been  disposed  to 
evade  it,  the  consideration  of  it  was  forced  upon  them  by  the  epieco- 
pal  Address  itself. 

A  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  as  to  the  proper  method  of  treating 
the  case. 

Some,  at  least,  believed— perhaps  few  doubted,  that  sufficient  ground 
existed  for  impeachment  on  a  charge  of  *'  improper  oonduct"  under  the 
express  provisions  of  the  Discipline.  The  opinion  was  certainly 
entertained  in  several  quarters  that  it  was  ^  improper"  for  the  Shep- 
herd and  Bishop  of  eleven  hundred  thousand  siwds  either  deliberately 
or  heedlessly  to  idace  himself  in  direct  and  irreconcilable  conflict  with 
the  known  and  cherished  moral  sentiments  of  a  large  majority  of  his 
vast  flock.  Such,  however,  was  the  prevalence  of  moderate  comisels, 
that  no  proposal  was  made  either  to  impeach  or  punish,  and  such  the 
controlling  influence  of  forbearance  and  kindness,  that  it  is  believed 
not  one  word  was  uttered  during  the  entire  debate  of  nearly  a  fortnight 
derogatory  to  the  character,  or  justly  ofiensive  to  the  feelings,  of 
Bishop  Andrew.  The  transaction  which  had  brought  such  distress 
upon  the  church,  and  threatened  such  extensive  ruin,  was  dealt  with 
merely  as  a  fact — as  a  practical  difficulty — for  the  removal  or  pallia- 
tion of  which  it  was  the  duty  of  the  General  Conference  to  provide. 
It  was  in  this  spirit,  and  for  such  ends,  that  the  following  preamble 
«ad  resolution  were  passed : — 

"  Whereas,  the  Discipline  of  our  church  forbids  the  doing  anything 
calculated  to  destroy  our  itinerant  general  superintendency,  and  whers^ 
as  Bishop  Andrew  has  become  connected  with  slavery  by  marriage 
and  otherwise,  and  this  act  having  drawn  after  it  circumstances  which 
in  the  estimation  of  the  General  Conference  will  greatly  embarrass 
the  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  general  Superintendent,  if  not 
in  some  places  entirely  prevent  it ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  that  he 
desist  from  the  exercise  of  this  office  so  long  as  this  impediment  re« 
mains.  J.  B.  Fihlbt, 

J.   M.   TUMMLM.'' 
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The  actioa  ef  the  General  Conference  was  neither  judicial  nor 
punitive.    It  neither  achicTes  nor  intends  a  deposition,  nor  so  mnch      i/' 
as  a  legal  suspension.     Bishop  Andrew  is  still  a  Bishop ;  and  should 
he,  against  the  expressed  sense  of  the  General  Conference,  proceed 
in  the  discharge  of  his  fanctions,  his  official  acts  would  be  valid.  - 

Such  are  tliUD  facts  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew.  We  now  proceed 
to  notice  the  law.  Nearly  all  the  objections  raised  in  the  Protest 
against  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  may  be  reduced  to  two, 
viz.,  that,  that  body  has  violated  the  constUutianal  and  the  statutory  law 
of  the  church.  That  it  has  violated  the  eonstitntioiial  law  the  Protest 
attempts  to  prove  by  representing  its  late  action  as  a  breach  of  what  it 
4»lk  **  the  compromise  law  of  the  church  on  the  subject  of  slavery  f 
meaning,  as  is  supposed,  the  section  on  slavery,  particularly  that  para- 
graph which  relates  to  travelling  preachers.  The  entire  language  on 
^is  subject  is  evidently  formed  so  as  to  make  the  impression  on  any 
reader  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  history  and  Discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  that  there  has  been  some  period  (whether 
1804  or  1816  does  not  clearly  appear  firom  the  Protest)  when  the  ques- 
tion of  slavery  was  settled  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  it 
was  in  the  general  government  at  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion,— that  **  the  confederating  Annual  Conferences,"  ^  aiter  a  vexed 
and  pio^acted  negotiation,''  met  in  convention,  and  the  section  on  Ala- 
very  *'  was  final^  agreed  to  by  the  parties  after  a  long  and  fearful 
struggle,"  as  '^  a  compact,"  "  a  treaty,**  which  cannot  be  altered  by  the  ■ 
General  Conferenoe  until  certain  constitutional  restrictions  are  removed. 
So  that  now  any  interference  <m  the  part  of  that  body  with  the  ques* 
tion  of  slavery  in  the  southern  Conferences  is  as  unconstitutional  as  it 
is  admitted  would  be  the  interference  of  the  general  government  with 
the  question  in  the  southern  states. 

After  the  boldness  with  which  this  doctrine  is  advanced,  and  the 
confidence  with  which  it  is  relied  upon  as  ^*the  first  and  principal 
ground  occupied  by  the  minority  in  this  Protest!,"  it  will  be  difficult  for 
the  uninitiated  to  believe,  that  it  is  as  unfounded  in  fact  as  it  is  inge- 
nious in  its  <*  legal  casuistry."  It  is  indeed  true,  that  the  question  of 
slavery  had  been  long  and  anxiously  agitated  in  the  church,  and  the 
various  General  Conferences  had  endeavoured  to  adjust  the  matter  so 
as  to  promote  the  greatest  good  of  all  parties ;  but  this  very  fact  goes 
to  disprove  the  position  assumed  in  the  Protest:  for  as  the  attention 
of  the  church  had  been  thus  strongly  called  to  the  subject,  if  it  had 
been  the  intention  to  guard  the  question  of  slavery  by  constitutional 
provisions,  it  would  have  been  done  when  the  church  actually  did 
meet  to  frame  a  constitution.  But  nothing  of  the  kind  appears.  For 
when,  in  1808,  it  was  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  instead  of 
consisting,  as  before,  of  all  the  traveling  elders,  should  be  a  delegated 
body,  and  when  it  was  determined  that  that  body  (rnilike  the  general 
government,  which  has  no  powers  but  such  as  are  expressly  con- 
fetrred)  should  have  all  powers  but  such  as  are  expressly  taken  away, 
-«»when  this  vast  authority  was  about  to  be  given  to  the  General  Con* 
ference,  among  **  the  limitations  and  restrictions"  imposed,  there  ie  not 
one  word  on  the  subject  of  slaoery;  nor  woo  any  attempt  made  to  m^v- 
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duee  any  meh  ttstrieUon.  The  only  provUion  aajwhere  established 
by  that  General  Confereoce  of  constitutumal  force,  was  the  general 
rule  forfoiddiog  the  buying  and  selling  of  human  beings  with  an  inteur 
tion  to  enslave  them.  So  that,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  assertion  of 
the  Protest,  we  maintain  that  the  section  on  slavery  is  "  a  mere  legi»» 
lative  enactment,  a  simple  decree  of  a  Greneral  Conference,*'  as  DMich 
under  its  control  as  any  other  jportion  of  the  Discipline  not  covered  by 
the  restrictive  rules.  If  addiuonal  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  position 
were  needed  it  might  be  adduced  in  the  fact  that  that  section  which 
the  Protest  represents  to  ,have  been  settled  in  1804,  was  not  only 
altered  at  the  General  Conference  or  convention  of  1808,  but  also  at 
the  delegated  General  Conferences  of  181%  1816,  1820,  and  1824. 
And  although  the  Protest  speaks  of  it  as  '^usually  kruwn**  by  the  name 
of  "  the  compr<»nise  act,"  the  greater  part  of  this  General  Conference 
have  never  heard  either  that  appellation  or  that  character  ascribed  le 
it  until  the  present  occasion. 

But  although  this  General  Conference  cannot  admit  that  any  portion 
of  the  section  on  slavery  is  constitutional  in  its  character,  and  there- 
fore could  not  under  any  circumstances  allow  the  imputation  of  the 
Protest  that  they  have  violated  the  constitution  of  the  church,  yet  ther 
do  admit  that  it  is  law — ^law  too  which  the  General  Conferenoe  (thoiig^ 
possessing  full  powers  in  the  -premises)  has  never  altered  except  at 
the  above  periods,  and  then,  in  each  instance,  for  die  further  indul- 
gence  of  the  south.  The  question  then  comes  up,  whether  this  Gen- 
eral Conference,  as  the  Pro.test  maintains,  has  in  effect  suddenly  re- 
versed the  IjOgislation  of  the  church,  not  indeed  by  altering  the  law, 
but  by  practically  disregarding  it.  The  portion  of  Uxe  law  particnlarij 
in  question  is  the  following  paragraph : — 

'*  When  any  travelling  preacher  becomes  an  owner  of  a  slave  or 
slaves,  by  any  means,  he  shall  forfeit  his  ministerial  character  in  our 
church,  unless  he  execute,  if  it  be  practicable,  a  legal  emancipation  of 
such  slaves^  conformaUy  to  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives." 

This  it  is  alleged  fully  covers  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and 
therefore  he  ought  to  have  been  leA  in  the  quiet  and  unquestioned  en« 
joyment  of  his  rights.  Were  it  even  true,  that  proceedings,  either 
judicial  or  "  extra-judicial,"  have  been  had  in  his  case,  we  shonld  not 
nesitate  to  join  bsue  here,  and  maintain  that  this  law  does  not  protect 
Urn,  The  Protest  asks,  "  Is  there  an3rthing  in  the  law  or  ito  reasons 
ereating  an  exception  in  the  instance  of  Bishops  1"  We  answer.  There 
is  in  both.  So  far  as  judicial  proceedings  are  concerned,  the  Disci* 
pline  divides  the  church  into  four  classes,  private  members,  local 
]ffeachers,  travelling  preachers,  and  Bishops ;  and  est^lishes  distinct 
tribunals,  and  different  degrees  of  responsibility  for  each.  The  seo* 
tion  on  slavery  applies  only  to  officers  of  the  charch,  and  therefiwe 
private  members  are  not  named  at  all,  but  special  provision  is  made 
in  the  case  of  local  and  travelling  preachers.  How  happens  it  thai 
Bishops  are  not  named  at  all  ?  Are  they  necessarily  included  in  die 
title  "  travelling  preachers  ?"  In  common  parlance  they  may  sometimes 
be  thus  designated,  but  in.  the  Discipline  it  i»  not  so  understood,  even 
in  regard  to  matters  much  less  importaiKt  than  t1u8,.in  evidence  of  whidi 
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we  need  oxAj  advert  to  die  fact,  &at  the  Oenenii  Coaferaice  ^of  1830 
did  not  consider  that  the  allowance  of  Bishops  was  provided  for  under 
the  general  title  of  ^  travelling  preachers,"  and  they  therefore  inserted 
them  accordingly.  To  explain  why  no  mention  is  made  of  '*  Bishops^" 
it^  is  not  necessary,  as  the  Protest  supposes,  **  to  slander  the  virtuons 
dead  of  the  north,**  as  if  they  exdaded  them  intentionally  "  by  a  resort 
to  deceptive  and  dishonourable  means."  It  is  a  much  more  natural 
and  reasonable  explanation,  ihui  at  that  day,  when  the  church  could 
luurdly  tolerate  slavery  in  any  class  of  the  ministry,  *'  the  virtuous  dead" 
both  of  the  north  and  of  the  south  did  not  dream  that  it  would  ever  find 
its  way  into  the' Episcopacy. 

But  though  the  language  of  the  law  does  not  include  Bishops,  yet  if 
the  "  reason"  and  spirit  of  it  did,  we  might  be  disposed  to  allow  them  ; 
the  benefit  of  it.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  The  whole  tenor  of  the 
Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  adverse  to  slavery. 
£veB  the  Protest  has  admitted  ^irreconcilable  as  the  admission  is  with 
another  portion  of  the  same  instrument)  that,  at  the  time  of  the  alleged 
**  compact,"  "  the  whole  church  by  common  consent  united  in  proper 
effiMTt  for  the  mitigatian  and  final  removal  of  the  evil  of  slavery."  But  \i 
let  the  Discipline  speak  for  itself.  The  mildest  form  in  which  the 
question  at  the  head  of  the  section  on  slavery  has  ever  been  expressec^ . 
ia  the  present,  namely,  "  What  shall  be  done  for  the  e»tirpaiion  of  the 
«vil  of  slavery?"  And  the  very  Conference  of  1804,  which  enacted 
the  so-called  "compromise  law,"  as  well  as  that  of  1800,  when  the 
paragraph  relating  to  travelling  preachers  was  really  adopted,  were 
each  convened  .under  a  request  from  die  preceding  CSeneral  Confer- 
ence, that  the  whole  church  Would  aid  that  body  ia  obtaining  '*  full 
light  in  order  to  take  further  steps  toward  the  eradicating  this  enarmmts 
evil  from  that  part  of  the  church  of  God  to  which  they  are  tmited." 
It  is  obvious,  therefore,  that  connection  with  slavery  is  tolerated  no 
further  than  seems  necessary.  In  the  case  of  oniiniuy  travelling 
preachers  their  appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  some  indulgence.  They 
might  become  owners  of  slaves  in  the  providence  of  God ;  the  Uws  of 
the  states  might  not  allow  emancipation ;  and  they  had  no  power  to 
ohoode  their  own  place  6i  residence.  But  no  such  "  reason"  could 
apply  to  a  Bishop,  for  he  has  always  been  allowed  to  live  where  he 
pleases.  Again :  travelling  preachem  encumbered  with  slaves  labour 
.•mong  people  similarly  situated,  and  who  would  not,  therefore,  be  * 
Hkfily  to  object  to  them  on  that  account.  But  a  Bishop,  by  the  conMi' 
tMjUion  of  the  church,  is  required  to  labour  in  every  part  of  the  connec- 
tioD ;  and  in  by  far  the  larger  portion  of  it  the  services  of  a  slavebeld- 
ing  Bishop  would  not  be  acceptable.  So  here  again  the  "reason"  of 
tbe  case  does  not  apply  to  a  Bishop.  There  is  not,  therefore,  as  the 
Protest  so  roundly  asserts,  any  "  express"  or  "  speeific  laW"  in  the 
pase ;  and  therefore,  as  the  Protest  itself  admits,  "^  in  the  absence  of 
law  it  might  be  competent  for  the  Genera)  Conference  to  act  on  oth^  • 
grounds."  With  the  failure  to  prove  any  "  specific  law"  authorizing 
a  Bishop  to  hold  slave  pn^erty,  the  third  and  fourth  arguments  of  the 
Protest,  which  are  founded  on  this  assomption,  lail  also. 

But,  perhaps,  it  is  not  so  much  the  law  of  the  Discipline  which  tht 
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Protest  ckiin»  to  cdver  Bishop  Andrew,  as  the  law  of  the  land.  For 
it  declares,  *<  The  rights  of  the  legal  owners  of  slares  in  all  the  slave- 
heading  states  are  guarantied  by  the  Constitntion  ot*  the  United  States, 
and  by  the  local  constitutions  of  Uie  states  respectively,  as  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  minister  and  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  government, 
professes  subjection,  and  pledges  himself  to  submit,  as  an  article  of  the 
Christian  faith,  in  the  common  creed  of  the  church."  If  by  this  is 
meant  that  the  law  of  the  land  alloios  citizens  to  hold  slaves,  it  is  ad- 
mitted. But  so  also  it  allows  them  to  keep  theatres  and  grog-shops, 
so  that  this  is  no  ground  of  argument.  But  if  it  mean  that  the  law  of 
the  land  requires  citizens  to  keep  slaves,  (the  only  interpretation  which 
can  make  the  argument  available,)  it  is  denied.  And  until  it  can  be 
shown  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  its  action,  legislative^ 
judicial,  or  ezecntive,  requires  any  citizen  tp  do  what  the  law  of  the 
land  requires  him  not  to  do,  it  is  unjust  to  attempt  to  get  up  popular 
clamour  against  it,  as  if  it  came  in  conflict  with  the  civil  authority. 

This  course  of  reasoning  has  been  pursued  thus  far,  not  so  much  be- 
cause it  was  deemed  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  the  Conference,  as 
to  avoid  sanctioning,  by  silence,  the  erroneous  exposition  which  the 
Protest  presents  of  the  constitution  and  the  law  of  the  chiirch.  For 
it  has  been  already  seen  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  been  subjected  to  bo 
trial,  and  no  penalty  has  been  inflicted.  At  present,  it  is  plain  that 
the  Conference  has  done  nothing  to  depose,  or  even  suspend  Bishop 
Andrew.  His  name  will  appear  in  official  publications  with  those  of 
the  other  Bishops,  and  with  them  be  will  derive  his  support  from  the 
>  funds  of  the  church.  In  order  to  make  out  that  the  General  Confer- 
ence had  no  right  to  take  such  action  as  they  have  in  Bishop  Andrew's 
case,  the  authors  of  the  Protest  have  been  driven  to  the  necessity  of 
claiming  for  the  Methodist  Episcopacy  powers  and  prerogatives  never 
advanced  before,  except  by  those  who  wished  to  make  it  odious,  and 
which  have  always  been  repudiated  by  its  chosen  champions.  The 
Protest  maintains  that  "  the  Epicopacy  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the 
government ;"  for  which  no  argument  is  adduced  save  this — that  it  is, 
in  general,  the  province  of  Bishops  to  ordain  Bishops.  A  suflicient 
answer  to  which  may  be  found  in  the  principle  of  Methodist  polity, 
stated  in  the  Address  of  the  Bishops  to  the  present  General  Con- 
ference, that  orders  (the  principle  applies  to  Bishops,  though  net 
expressly  named,  as  well  as  to  elders  and  deacons)  are  "  conferred" 
by  the  election,  and  only  "  confirmed"  by  the  ordination :  and  that 
when  the  election  has  been  made,  the  Bishop  <*  has  no  discretional 
authority ;  but  is  under  obligation  to  ordain  the  person  elected,  whatr 
ever  may  be  his  own  judgment  of  his  qualifications."  And  if  aH ' 
the  Bishops  should  refuse  to  ordain  the  person  elected  by  the 
General  Conference,  that  body  would  unquestionably  have  the  right 
to  appoint  any  three  elders  to  ordain  him,  as  is  provided  *'  in  case 
there  be  no  Bishop  remaining  in  onr  church."  The  Protest  declares, 
that  "  the  Bishops  are,  beyond  doubt,  an  integral,  constituent  part  of 
the  General  Conference,  mado  sueh  by  law  and  the  constitution.* 
If  the  words  "  General  Confeienee"  be  not  a  mere  clerical  error,  the 
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assertion  is  sufficiently  refnted  by  the  answer  in  the  Discipline  to  the 
question,  ^  Who  sha](  compose  the  General  Conference  V  and  by 
the  practice  of  the  Bishops  themselves,  who  disclaim  a  right  to  give 
even  a  casting  vote,  or  even  to  speak  in  General  Conference,  except 
by  permisMon.  The  Protest  maintains  that,  "  in  a  sense  by  no  means 
unimportant,  th^  General  Conference  is  as  much  the  creature  of  the 
Episcopacy,  as  the  Bishops  are  the  creatures  of  the  General  Confer-  ^ 
ence."  The  proof  adduced  for  which  is,  that  *^  constitutionally  the 
Bishops  alone  have  the  right  to  £x  the  time  of  holding  the  Annual 
Conferences ;  and  should  they  refuse,  or  neglect  to  do  so,  no  Annual 
Conference  could  meet  according  to  law  ;  and,  by  consequence,  n^ 
delegates  could  be  chosen,  and  no  General  Conference  could  be  chosen, 
or  even  exist."  That  is  fo  say,  because,  for  the  convenience  of  the 
Bishops  in  performing  their  tour,  they  are  allowed  to  say  at  what  time 
in  the  pear  an  Annual  Conference  shall  meet ;  therefore  they  have  the 
power  to  prevent  such  body  from  meeting  at  all,  though,  from  its  very 
name,  it  must  meet  once  a  year  !-^thai,  by  preventin|^  the  meeting  of 
Annual  Conferences,  they  might  prevent  the  organization  of  any  Gene- 
ral Conference ;  and  thus,  escaping  all  accountability  for  their  delin- 
^quencies,  might  continue  to  lord  it  over  God's  heritage,  until  them- 
selves and  the  church  should  die  a  natural  death.  We  can  easily 
perceive,  were  this  reasoning  legitimate,  that  the  Bishops  might  de- 
stray,  not  only  the  General  Conference,  but  the  church ;  but  are  at  a  loss 
to  discover  how  it  proves  that  they  can  create  either.  We  must  protest 
against  having  any  argument  of  ours  adduced  as  analogous  to  this. 

The  Protest  maintains  that  *'  the  General  Conference  has  no  right, 
power,  or  authority,  ministerial,  judicial,  or  administrative,"  in  any 
way  to  subject  a  Bishop  "  to  any  official  disability  whatever,  without 
the  formal  presentation  of  a  charge  or  charges,  alleging  that  the 
Bishop  to  be  dealt  with  has  been  guilty  of  the  violation  of  some  law, 
or  at  least  some  disciplinary  obligation  of  the  church,  and  also  upon 
conviction  of  such  charge,  after  due  form  of  trial."  To  those  who 
are  not  familiar  with  the  Methodist  economy,  this  might  seem  plausi* 
ble.  But  it  is,  in  reality,  an  attempt  to  except,  from  the  action  of  a 
general  system,  those  who,  least  of  all,  ought  to  be  excepted.  The 
cardinal  feature  of  our  polity  is  the  itinerancy. 

To  sustain  this  system,  it  is  essential  that  the  classes  should  receive 
the  leaders  that  are  appointed  by  the  preacher,  that  the  societies  should 
receive  the  preachers  that  are  stationed  over  them  by  the  Bishops,  that 
the  Annual  Conferences  should  receive  the  Bishops  that  are  sent  to 
them  by  the  General  Conference.  Unless,  therefore,  the  utmost  care 
be  taken  by  those  who  have  authority  in  the  premises,  that  these  parties 
shall  severally  be  acceptable  to  those  among  whom  they  labour,  there 
is  great  danger  that  those  who  are  injured  by  such  neglect  may  seek 
redress  by  revolutionary  measures.  For  this  reason  the  officers  of 
the  Methodist  Church  are  subjected  regularly  to  an  examination  un- 
known, it  is  believed,  among  other  denominations.  Not  only  is  pro- 
vision made  for  formal  trials,  in  cases  of  crimes  and  misdemeanors, 
bot  there  is  a  special  arrangement  for  the  correction  of  other  obstruc- 
tions to  official  usefulness.     At  every  Annual  Conference  the  character 
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of  e7ery  travelling  preacher  is  examined;  at  erery  General  Conference 
that  of  every  Bishop.  And  the  object  is  to  ascertain  not  merely 
whether  there  is  ground  for  the  formal  presentation  of  charges,  with 
a  view  to  a  regular  trial ;  but  whether  there  is  "  any  objection'' — any- 
thing that  might  interfere  with  the  acceptance  of  the  officer  in  question 
among  his  charge.  And  it  is  doctrine  novel  and  dangerous  in  the 
Methodist  Church,  that  such  difficulties  cannot  be  corrected,  unlese 
the  person  objected  to  be  formally  arraigned  under  some  specific  law, 
*  to  be  found  in  the  concise  code  of  the  Discipline — doctrine  not  the 
J  less  dangerous,  because  it  is  applied  where  '*  objections,"  unimportant 
in  others,  might  be  productive  of  the  most  disastrous  consequences. 
/  Will  the  Methodist  Church  sanction  the  doctrine,  that  while  all  its 
other  officers,  of  whatever  name  or  degree,  are  subjected  to  a  sleepless 
supervision ;  are  counselled,  admonished,  or  changed,  "  as  necessity 
may  require,  and  as  the  Discipline  directs,"  a  Bishop,  who  decides 
all  questions  of  law  in  Annual  Conferences ;  who,  of  his  mere  motion 
and  will,  controls  the  work  and  the  destiny  of  four  thousand  ministers; 
who  appoints  and  changes  at  pleasure  the  spiritual  guides  of  four 
millions  of  souls ;  that-  the  depository  of  these  vast  powers,  whose 
slightest  indiscretions  or  omissions  are  likely  to  disturb  the  harmony, 
and  even  impair  the  efficiency  of  our  mighty  system  of  operations, 
enjoys  a  virtual  impunity  for  all  delinquencies  or  misdoings  not  strictly 
criminal? 

It  is  believed  that  an  attempt  to  establish  such  an  episcopal  su- 
premacy would  fill  not  only  a  part,  but  the  whole  of  the  church  '<  with 
alarm  and  dismay."  But  this  doctrine  is  not  more  at  variance  with 
the  genius  of  Methodism  than  it  is  with  the  express  language  of  the 
Discipline,  and  the  exposition  of  it  by  all  our  standard  writers.  The 
constitution  of  the  church  provides  that  "the  General  Conference 
shall  have  full  powers  to  make  rules  and  regulations  for  our  church,** 
iinder  six  "  limitations  and  restrictions,"  among  which  the  only  one  re- 
lating to  the  Episcopacy  is  this :  "  They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any 
part,  or  rule  of  our  government,  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  or  de- 
stroy the  plan  of  our  itinerant  general  superintendency."  .  As  Uiere  is 
nothing  in  the  restrictive  rules  to  limit  the  full  powers  of  the  General 
Conference  in  the  premises,  so  is  there  nothing  in  the  special  provision 
respectisf  the,  responsibility  of  a  Bishop.  In  reply  to  the  question, 
^  To  whmn  is  a  Bishop  amenable  for  his  conduct  ?"  the  Discipline 
djBclares,  '^  To  the  General  Conference,  who  have  power  to  expel  him 
for  improper  conduct,  if  they  see  it  necessary."  And  this,  be  it  remem- 
bered, is  all  that  is  said  respecting  the  jurisdiction  over  a  Bishop,  with 
the  exception  of  a  rule  for  his  trial,  in  the  interval  of  a  Generad  Con- 
ference, if  he  be  guilty  of  immorality.  In  full  accordance  with  the 
plain  meaning  of  diese  provisions  is  the  language  of  all  the  standard 
writers  on  Methodist  polity. 

Bishop  Emory — a  man  of  whom  it  is  no  injustice  to  the  living  or  the 
dead  to  say,  that  he  was  a  chief  ornament  and  light  of  our  Episcopacy; 
that  he  brought  to  the  investigation  of  all  ecclesiastical  subjects  a  cool, 
sagacious,  powerful,  practical  intellect — ^fuUy  sustains  the  positions  we  ' 
have  assumed  in  behalf  of  the  powers  of  the  General  Conference  over 
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tlte  Bishops  of  our  church.  He  gives  an  unqualified  aaseut  to  the 
following  passages  from  the  notes  to  the  Discipline,  prepared  by 
Bishops  Asbury  and  Coke,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Conference : 
"  They  (our  Bishops)  are  entirely  dependant  on  the  General  Confer- 
ence:" "their  power,  their  usefulness,  themselves,  are  entirely  at  the  ^ 
mercy  of  the  General  ConfeiBuce." 

f  Dr.  Emory  also  quotes  some  passages  from  a  pamphlet,  by  the  Rev. 

f  John  Dickens,  which,  he  says,  was  published  by  the  unanimous  request 

of  the  Philadelphia  Conference^  and  may  be  considered  as  expressing 
the.  views  both  of  that  Conference  and  ^  Bishop  Asbury,  his  intimate 
friend.  Mr.  Dickens  afSrms,  that  tbe  Bishops  derive  their  power  from 
the  election  of  the  General  Conference^  and  not  from  their  ordination ; , 
and  that  the  Conference  has,  on  that  ground^  power  to  remove  Bishop 
Asbury,  and  appoint  another,  "  if  they  see  it  necessary."  He  affirms 
that  Bisbop  Asbury  '<  derived  his  official  power  from  the  Conference, 
^and  therefore  his  office  is  at  their  disposal" — Mr.  Asbury  was  "  re- 
sponsible to  the  Greoeral  Conference,  who  had  power  to  remove  himi 
if  they  saw  it  necessary ;"  **  he  is.  liable  every  year  to  be  removed." 

The  above  quotationa  show  very  clearly  the  sentimenta  of  Asbury, . 
and  Coke,  and  Dickens  on  this  question — ^men  chiefly  instrumental  in 
laying  the  foundations  of  our  polity. 

Equally  clear  and  satisfactory  is  Uie  testimony  of  another  venerable 
Bishop,  who  still  lives,  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  mental  powers  and 
benignant  influence,  to  guide  and  bless  the  church, — *^  The  Superin<* 
tendents  now  have  no  power  in  the  church  above  that  ot  elders,  except 
ivhaA  is  connected  with  presiding  in  the  Conference,  fixing  the  appoint- 
]iu»Dt8  of  the  preachers,  and  ordaining  :" — ^''They  are  the  servants  of 
the  elders,  and  go  out  and  execute  their  commands:"— *' The  General 
Conference  may  expel  a  Bishop  not  only  for  immoral,  but  for  '  in^oper 
conduct,'  which  means  a  small  ofience  below  a  crime  ;>  for  which  not  ^ 
even  a  child  or  a  slave  can  be  expelled  but  aAer  repeated  admonitions:'' 
-*-'*  The  travelling  preachers  gave  the  Bishop  his  power,  they  continue 
it  in  his  hands,  and  they  can  reduce,  limit,  or  transfer  it  to  other  hands, 
whenever  they  see  cause."  Such  is  the  language  of  Bishop  Hedding, 
,  who  only  concurs  in  the  moderate,  truly  Methodistic  views  of  Bishops 
Asbury,  Coke,  and  Emory. 

It  is  believed  that  this  statement  of  the  facts,  and  the  law  in  the  case, 
will  affi>rd  a*  satisfactory  answer  to  all  the  positions  and  reasonings  of 
the  Protest ;  and,  after  having  thus  presented  it,  the  majority  are  per- 
fectly willing  to  abide  *Uhe  decision  of  our  <;otemporaries,  and  of 
posterity."  They  cannot,  however,  close  these  remarks,  without 
expressing  their  regret  that  the  minority,  not  content  with  protesting 
against  the  action  of  the  General  Conference,  as  '*  lawless,^  as  **  with- 
out law,  and  contrary  to  law,"  as  such  *'  a  violation  of  the  compromise 
law"  that  ^Uhe  public  faith  of  this  body  can  no  longer  be  relied  upon 
as  the  guarantee  for  the  redemption  of  the  pledge,"  "  that  there  snail 
be  no  further  curtailment  of  right  as  regards  the  southern  fninistiy,^ — 
that,  not  content  with  thus  harshly  assailing  the  proceedings  of  the 
General  Conference,  they  have  even  refused  to  the  Bishops,  whom  they 
have  invested  with  such  exalted  prerogatives,  the  quiet  possession  of 
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fbeir  tbongfats  and  feelings,  but  have  thrown  out  Ae  significant  intiim^ 
tion,  *'  that  any  Bishop  of  the  church,  either  tiolatiag,  or  sobmttting  to 
the  violation  of  the  compromise  charter  of' union  l&tween  the  north 
and  south,  without  proper  and  public  remonstrance,  cannot  be  accept- 
able in  the  south,  and  need  not  appear  thereJ*  We  ^all  be  slow  lo 
believe,  that  even  their  constituents  will  justify  them  in  thus  virtnalty 
deposing,  not  one  Bishop  only,  but  several,  by  a  process  which  is  even 
worse  than  **  extra-judicial."  ^ 

When  all  the  law,  and^he  facts  in  the  case,  shall  have  been  sptead 
before  an  impartial  community,  the  majority  have  no  doubt  ^lat  they  ' 
ioiU  fix  *'  the  responsibiUty  of  division,^  should  silch  an  unhappy  event 
take  place,  **  where  in  justice  it  belongs"  They  will  ask,  Who  first 
introduced  slavery  into  the  Episcopacy  t  And  the  answer  will  be,  Noi 
the  General  Conference.  Who  opposed  the  attempt  to  withdraw  it  fnm 
the  Episcopacy!  Not  the  General  Conference.  Who  resisted  the 
measure  of  peace  that  was  proposed — the  mildest  that  the  case  allowed  ! 
Not  the  tnqjority.  Who  first  sounded  the  knell  of  division,'  and  declared 
that  it  would  be  impossible  longer  to  remain  under  the  jurisdictioB  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ?    Not  the  mqjofUy. 

The  proposition  for  a  peaceful  senaration,  f  if  any  must  take  place,) 
with  which  the  Protest  closes,  thougn  strangely  at  variance  with  mnch 
that  precedes,  has  already  been  met  by  the  General  Conference.  And 
die  readiness  with  which  that  body  (by  a  vote  which  would  doubtless 
have  been  unanimous  bdt  for  the  belief  which  some  entertained  of  UMt 
miconstttntion^lityof  the  measure)  granted  all  Aat  the  southern  brethren 
themselves  could  ask,  in  such  an  event,  must  for  ever  stand  as  a  pno^ 
deal  refutation  of  any  assertion  that  the  minority  have  been  subjectad 
lo  the  tyranny  of  a  minority. 

Finally,  wo  cannot  but  hope  that  the  minority,  afler  rsviewing  the 
entire  action  of  the  Conference,  will  fmd  that,  both  in  their  Deolara- 
tion  and  their  Protest,  they  have  taken  too  strong  a  view  of  the  case : 
and  that  by  presenting  it  in  its  true  light  before  their  people,  they  maj 
be  able  to  check  any  feelings  of  discotd  that  may  have  arisen,  so  th^ 
the  Methodist  Epbcopal  Church  may  still  continue  aa  one  body, 
sngaged  in  its  proper  work  of  **  spreading  Scriptural  iiotineaa  over 
these  lands." 

J.  P.  DtTKBtN,  OkmrmoH, 
Gbo.  Pxck, 
Chas.  Elliott. 
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Th0  wotk  before  as  is  well  tiined,  and  Dr.  Peck  haa  oonfexred  aa'impottaia  fKroax  upon 
the  Cbiutien  public  by  the  publication  of  his  '*  lectures."  The  Wesleyaa  fiunily  a» 
peculiarly  indebted  to  him  for  the  clear  and  able  vindication  of  their  yiewa  therein  comttuned. 
The  diattnetUKM  which  the  author  makes  between  diffeient  theories  of  perfection,  and 
between  different  modes  of  expression  on  this  subject,  are  dear  and  satisfeDloiy.  1^ 
Chiistiaa  of  humUe  cqwcity  will  find  no  difficulty  in  apprehending  the  reality  and  justness 
^  these  distinctions,  and  in  judging  of  their  beanJogs.— iVsr<A<ni  AdvOMte. 

Thou^  sereral  smaller  works  hsTe  been  written  on  the  subiea  of  Ofaiistian  Peifectiaa, 
the  book  before  us  supplies  a  place  not  previously  oceu{»ed.4  Whst  had  beoi  befbss  said 
was  something  in  the  form  of  tracts.  But  here  we  hare  the  whole  question  historicaUy,  * 
doctrinally,  and  practically  considered)  by  one  who  writes,  not  as  if  hit  head  were  muddy  or 
Itts  hesrt  cold,  but  as  a  wise  master  builder.  Perfection  is  brought  to  view  in  the  Scriptnres. 
What  it  means,  and  how  it  may  be  attained,  are  inquiries  in  which  all  are  deeply  interested. 
We  think  Dr.  PeoVa  book  should  be  eztensiTelrciteulated.— CArwfMn  XUptmH^ry. 

We  hare  read  this  work  with  great  aatisfiu^tion,  and  recommend  it  to  the  Christiaa  public 
with  a  hearty  good  will.  It  is  thoroughly  Wesleyan  throus^umt ;  and  posseases  a  special 
interest  to  us  firom  the  fact  that  it  discriminates  cautiously  and  clearly  between  the  Obeilin 
and  the  Methodist  theories.  The  critieal  parts  of  the  work  will  be  studied  with  advantage 
by  the  junior  portion  of  our  mimstiy ;  and  so  vitally  important  and  practical  is  the  sut^eol, 
so  universal  the  interest  felt  in  it  by  truly  pious  persons  at  this  day,  that  we  cannot  but 
anticipate  for  the  volume  a  wide  and  rapid  circulation. — SmOhem  Ckrittmn  AdioocaU, 

It  is  an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  whole  subject  The  theories  of  all  sges  ave 
reviewed,  objections  answered,  the  way  of  its  attaixmient  stated,  snd  inducements  to  it 
nrged.  It  vrill  be  a  the<rfogical  standard,  and  ou|^  to  be  in  the  library  of  every  Methodiat 
preacher.  It  presents  a  vast  amount  of  authorities  and  critical  viewa  nidiich  the  student  wiU 
have  to  search  arduously  lor  elsewhere.—^»oii'«  Herald. 

It  is  the  object  of  Dr.  Peck  to  present  the  true  Methodist  doctnae  on  this  point,  and  to 
show  its  consistency  and  Scriptural  character.  To  this  end  he  quotes  Isigely  from  tibe 
soundest  divines  of  all  ages',  and  shows  conclusively  that  the  substantia]  parts  of  the  Wes- 
leyan theory  were  held  by  all  sound  divines  in  all  ages.  This  is  a  very  valuable  part  ^ 
his  work.  He  slso  defends  the  Methodist  theory,  and,  to  our  mind,  confiites  the  theovies 
repugnant  thereto,  with  great  clearness,  and  to  very  great  effect  The  pns^  race  eC 
Methodist  preachers  will  certainly  be  much  aided  by  Dr.  Peck's  work  in  tnoing  out  the 
various  achemes  or  systems  for  and  against  perfection,  as  they  ars  held  by  the  leadii^ 
divines,  and  Christian  churdies,  of  the  present  time.  Indeed,  we  may  say,  it  is  a  tedk /te* 
Ihe  CMies,  and  wiD  do  much  toward  defending  and  promoting  the  great  cause  of  helinassi — 
TFcsfcm  Christian  Advocate. 

A  vein  of  hallowed  piety  and  patient  research  is  oonspicuions  throoghoot  the  vofans^ 
while  the  author  endeavours  to  substantiate  those  iioportaat  truths  of  hptj  writ,  that  Ika 
promises  of  entire  sanctification  are  never  restricted  to  the  artids  of  deadi,  aitb«r  espleai^ 
or  in  fair  inference,  from  any  passage  of  that  book,  and  that  we  nowhere  find  the  Cir0in» 
stance  of  the  soul's  union  with  tho  body  represented  as  a  necessary  obstacle  to  its  < 
nnotiiieation.— ^Xradoa)  WesU^am  Mokodki  Mofmrnnu 


BOOBS  PUBLISHED  BY  UNB  &  TBPPETT. 

THE  WALL'S  END  MINER ;  or  a  brief  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Wil- 
iTam  Crister :  including  an  Account  of  the  Catastrophe  of  June  18th. 
1835.     By  James  Everett,  author  of  the  Village  Blacksmith. 

The  merits  of  this  intereetiDg  and  iastructiTe  yolume  are  of  aa  order  which  caxuiot  fail 
to  elicit  comniejadatian.  The  memoir  of  an  oiphan,  from  beguming  to  end,  is  well  wxitteor- 
the  charactera  introduced  fairly  mistained— and  the  interest  kept  up  thiou^m.— Xoh^m 
Monthly  Magazine. 

The  narrative  ia  vciy'interesting.—MrfropoKton  Jlfoyaiiiw. 

William  Ctiater'a  narrative,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ererett,  is  both  interesting  and  instructive ; 
and  we  phall  be  mach  mistaken  if  this  small  volume  does  qot  obtaia  a  more  ertensive  circu* 
lation,  and  make  a  deeper  impression,  than  the  author  has  ventured  to  anticipate.  It  is  weU 
written,  and  we  sincerely  recommend  it  to  those  who  wish  to  become  acquainted  with 
ezcdlenees  of  character  which  have  been  exemplified  in  humble  circumstances. — New  CmdU 
CeiuraiU. 

We  need  say  no  BU)re  in  recommendation  of  this  volume,  than,  that  the  WalPs  End  Miner 
is  an  excellent  companion  to  the  Village  Blacksmith. — Londtm  Watdtmati. 

We  are  glad  to  see  a  second  and  improved  edition  of  this  Memoir.    It  abounds  m  very 

useful  reflections  and  observations.    Mr.  Everett  writes  like  one  who  well  knows  how  to 

sepaxvte  not  only  the  chaff  from  the  wheat,  but  the  bran  from  the  finer  flower ;  and  has  mde 

•  veiy  useful  addition  to  the  stock  of  Christian  ]noBnfltiy.-^Weeley»t  Methodiet  Magatmt. 

> 

THE  LIFE  OF  JOHN  BUNYAN,  author  of  the  Pilgrim's  Progress. 
By  Stephen  B.  Wickens.  Illustrated  with  a  fine  portrait  of  Bunyan, 
engraved  on  steel ;  fac-similes  of  his  handwriting,  and  views  of  his 
cottage  at  Elstow,  his  pulpit  apd  vestry  chair, 'his  tomb  in  Bunhill- 
fields,  &c.     Large  ISmo.,  pp.  336.    Price  50  cents. 

This  is  a  /precious  little  volume,  in  which  all  who  sincerely  desire  to.be  Chnstians,  in 
heart  and  in  life,  will  find  instruction  and  comfort.  Bunyan^s  life  gives  both  precept  end 
example  to  guide  the  spiritual  traveller.  His  religious  exercises,  both  as  a  seeker  and  a 
professor  of  religion,  are  given  wiUi  remarkable  clearness  and  point,  and  his  whole  ej^- 
rienee  vi  in  the  highest  degree  edifying.  The  author  evidently  aims  to  be  useful,  and  has 
adapted  his  style  as  happily  to  his  purpose  as  to  his  subject.  This  should  be  a  standard 
book,  and  found  in  every  family  and  in  every  Sunday-school  library,  close  beside  *'  The 
■Pilgriffl's  Progress,'*  and  "  The  Holy  War."— CAmliVm  Advocate  and  Journal. 

We  have  read  this  Life  of  Bunyan  with  uncommon  interest  and  pleasure,  and  regard  it, 
for  several  reasons,  as  the  best  and  most  satisfiictoiy  that  wc  have  seen.  Bunyan  was  one 
of  thd  most  remari^able*men  of  that  remarkable  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  this  excellent  and 
judicious  account  of  his  parentage,  conversion,  trials,  life,  doings,  and  death,  is  such  as  we 
oan  cordially  and  conscientiously  recommend. — Lutheran  Obeervrr. 

"What  more  interesting  biography  could  appear  than  one,  well  written,  having  for  its  subject 
die  auAor  of  die  Pi]grim*s  Progress  ?  Such  is  the  book  before  us.  It  contains  a  handsome 
engraved  likeness  of  the  celebrated  dreamer^  (who,  though  incarcerated  in  the  darkness  of  a 
prison,  was  truly  "  a  burning  and  a  shining  light,")  and  is  well  worth  reading.— Pitt«6ui| 
CnrMfMni  Advocate. 

Eveiybody  who  reads  the  Pilgrim's  Progress  (and  ahnost  everybody  does  read  it  over  and 
over  again)  will  surely  like  to  read  under  what  circumstances  it  was  written.  The  Life  of 
the  anthor  of  the  Pilgrim,  which  is  foil  of  interest,  has  not  lost  any  of  its  attractions  in  the 
kinds  ot  this  writer:  on  the  contrary,  he  has  in  this  work  imbodied  many  interesting  facts 
«aiy  henrtofoie  found  in  detadied  parts.  The  volume  is  particularly  adapted  to  flBmUy  and 
Mlibatfa-MliODi  libraries  — Chrietum  Repository . 

This  little  vohmie  is  altogether  eredStaUe  to  the  author*s  pen.  Tt  is  weU  digested,  well 
written,  and  well  illostrated  by  soomb  hilf  a  doten  engravings.— J^im'^  Herald, 


BOOKS  PUBLISHED  BY  LANE  *  TDPPECT. 

RULE  OF  FAITH.  An  Appeal  from  Traditioii  to  Scripture  and 
Ck>mmon  Sense ;  or  an  Answer  to  the  Question,  What  Consitales 
the  DiTine  Rule  of  Faith  and  Practice.  By  Ge<xge  Peck,  D.  D. 
12mo.,  pp.  472.     Price  1  dollar. 

The  iDtrodnetkm  and  spread  of  Puseyiim  in  America  hare  randered  it  neceaauy  fer 
evangelical  ChristiaaB  to  t^ie  a  fiim  and  unflinching  position  in  support  of  the  great  doc- 
trines of  the  Refiinnation.  Dr.  Peck--belieTing  that  '*  the  question  of  the  ntprtmaey  of  th$ 
Serifituru  aUtUj  as  the  mle  of  faith  and  praetioe^  is  the  Thennopylfi  of  the  great  oontio- 
▼ersy  between  Romanists  and  Tiactarians,  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  different  erangelical 
Prot^^tant  churches  on  the  other'i—has  buckled  on  his  annour  and  taken  the  field  like  a 
champion»  conscious  of  the  goodness  of  his  cause,  and  depending  on  the  blessing  of  Him  in 
whose  hand  is  the  issue  of  the  battle.  He  first  states  and  examines  the  nature  of  Ihe 
traditionaiy  system ;  he  then  proceeds  to  inrestigate  and  refute  the  Popish  and  Tractarian 
aiguments  on  behalf  of  patristic  tradition ;  he  next  uiges  Tarious  cogent  objections  in 
opposition  to  the  claims  of  tradition  as  a  divine  informant ;  and,  finally,  he  adduces  ample 
and  oondusiTe  proof  that  Holy  Scripture  is  a  sufficient  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  On  these 
▼arious  topics  Dr.  Peck  write*  as  a  man  of  learning,  of  industrious  research,  of  k^gical 
acoteness,  of  great  fidelity  to  the  cause  n  of  troth,  coupled  with  Christian  meekness  in 
opposing  the  sdvocates  of  error.  We  trust  that  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic  bis  woik  wiU  \ 
be  found  veiy  useful.— Xenion  WatehtMH, 

Had  we  not  so  recently  devoted  a  laige  portion  of  our  pi^es  to  the  discussion  of  the  Rule 
of  Faith,  we  should  not  feel  at  liberty  to  dismiss  this  valuable  and  seasonable  work  with  a 
few  lines  of  commendation.  It  is  with  peculiar  pleasure  we  hail  the  appearance  of  eveiy 
new  indication  that  our  Methodist  brethren  are  disposed  (o  make  common  cause  with  other 
Protestants  in  resisting  the  Romanizii^  spirit  of  the  age.  Dr.  Peck  has  gone  laboriously 
oyer  the  whole  ground  of  controversy  as  to  the  primaiy  point  whicb  he  undertook  to  discuss ; 
and  has  wisely  fortified  his  poeitious  by  abundant  citations  from  the  genuine  Protestant 
writers  of  the  ^n|^h  Church.  We  consider  his  book  a  valuable  and  highlynueditaUe 
contribution  to  the  theological  literature  of  the  countiy. — Biblical  Rtpertory. 

The  worii  is  really,  though  not  ostentatiously,  learned,  evincing  thorough,  patient,  and 
laborious  investigation.  It  presents  to  the  reader,  within  a  moderate  compass,  abundant 
qaoUSaiODa  fifom  writers  of  all  ages  of  the  church,  and  all  those  results  of  the  study  of  scholars 
which  are  necessaiy  to  a  full  understanding  of  the  subject.  Its  style,  dKiUj^  not  ornate,  is 
per^icnous  and  faimi!tA»j-~'New-Englander. 

MEMOIRS  OF  MRS.  MARY  TATHAM»  late  of  Nottingham.  By 
Rev.  Joseph  Beaomont,  M.  D.     12mo.,  pp.  322.     Price  75  cents. 

Memoirs  have,  perhaps,  never  been  more  abundantly  furnished  than  of  late ;  yet  it  is  pre- 
sutned  that  very  few  are  to  be  had  which  delineate  female  charaoter  HiatingnialvfH^  by 
eminent  piety  during  so  long  a  period,  or  supplying  so  full  and  well-sustained  a  portraiture 
of  an  *'  old  disciple,"  as  that  which  is  here  represented.  There  was  about  the  piety  of  Mis. 
Taitham  a  strength,  a  decision,  a  completeness,  a  fulness,  a  brightness,  and  a  density,  which 
aU  who  knew  her,  and  were  capable  of  discenunent,  felt  and  acknowledged.  Its  £r%> 
grence  was  most  grateful,  its  fiuit  vras  abundant,  and  its  consummation  is  everiastmg  life. 

But  little  has  been  required  of  the  writer  in  the  execution  of  his  task  beyond  the  duties 
of  am  editor,  the  manuscripts  left  by  Mis.  Tatham  being  so  numerous  as  to  furnish  a  dear, 
and  it  is  though  not  uninteresting  detail  of  the  way  in  which  the  Lord  her  God  lead  her 
•erenty  yean  in  die  wilderness,  to  humUe  her,  and  to  prove  Her,  and  to  know  vriuit  was  in 
her  heart,  whether  she  would  keep  his  commandments  or  no.  Let  the  resder  unite  with 
the  writer  in  ascribing  praise  to  Ood  that  she  emerged  from  the  lengthened  trial  like 
cold  seven  times  purified,  yea,  as  fine  gold,  prepared  to  adorn  the  temple  of  Jehovah.—^ 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  General  Conference  having  ordered  the  publicar 
tion  of  the  Journals  of  1'840  and  1844,  and  the  debates 
of  1844,  as  reported  and  published  in  the  official  papers, 
and  it  being  found  impracticable  to  amalgamate  the 
Journals  of  the  late  session  with  the  debates,  we  have 
endeavoured  so  to  distribute  the  matter  as  that  one  pub-  ' 
lication  may  not  supersede  the  other.    The  acts  of  the 
General  Conference  are  only  so  far  introduced  into  the 
present  pubUcation  as  is  necessary  to  show  the  connec- 
tion between  them  and  the  debates  which  they  occa- 
sioned.   In  the  published  Joiunals,  all  the  acts  of  the 
body  are  given,  in  due  form,  precisely  as  recorded. 
'Many  topics  which  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Gene- 
ral Conference  are  not  noticed  in  the  published  debates, 
for  the  reason,  that  they  occasioned  httie  or  no  discus- 
sion, and  are  fully  presented  in  the  Journals.    We  hope 
the  execution  of  the  present  pubUcation  will  prove  satis- 
factory to  the  speakers  whose  speeches  are  here  repub- 
lished, and  to  the  pubhc  generally,  though  we  are  not 
certain*  that  some  errors  have  not  escaped  us.    In  every 
'instance  we  have  inserted  the  corrections  which  have 
been  made  by  speakers,  and  forwarded  to  us,  and  it  is 
hoped  we  may  presume  that  those  who  have  made  no 
corrections  were  satisfied  with  the  reports  as  originally 
pubhshed.  Geo.  Peck. 

New-York,  Auguet  9, 1844. 


DEBATES 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  THE  METHODIST 
.    EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 

DURING  ITS  SESSION  IN  NEW-YORK,  1844. 


FRIDAY,  MAY  3. 
'  Appoinim&iU  of  a  Committee  on  SUnery, 

PxTiTiONs,  memorialB,  &c.,  from  the  annual  conferenoes  were  called  for,  commenc- 
ing with  the  New-York  Conference. 

A  petition  fiiom  the  Providence  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  was  pre- 
sented. The  reading  was  called  for  and  jprooeeded  with,  when  Mr.  Sheer  moved 
that  it  lie  on  the  table  until  a  committee  snoold  be  provided  to  whom  to  refer  it 

Mr.  Crowder  objected :  he  hoped  it  would  be  read.  It  would  give  an  idea  of 
the  character  of  other  memorials  on  the  subject 

Mr.  Drake  expressed  a  hope  that  all  memorials  firom  annual  conferences  would 
be  read. 

Motion  withdravni,  and  the  memnHial  was  read. 

Mr.  Collins  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  one  from 
each  annual  conference,  to  be  called  a  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Dr.  Capers  hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  entevtained.  He  felt  mortified  tp 
think  that  there  could  be  one  annual  conference  in  the  connection  capable  of  me- 
morializing the  General  Conference  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  as  if  they  were  iSl 
pro-slavery  men,  advocates  of  the  system  for  the  system's  sake,  for  dollars,  or  for 
the  wool,  or  anything  else.  Aa  a  Methodist  preacher  he  heard  it  with  mortific»> 
tbn.  He  wished  it  were  a  more  res^table  document,  that  he  mis;ht  treat  it^  in 
a  more  respectful  way  than  referring  it  at  all.  He  thought  that,  without  intending 
it,  the  General  Conference  had  mimstered  to  Ae  unfertunate  agitation  that  pre- 
vailed, by  treating  the  subject  from  General  Conference  to  Creneral  Conferenoe,  as 
though  it  were  a  lur  matter  for  their  legislaticn  in  an  abstrtet  view.  It  had  tfana 
become  a  fruitful  source  of  strife.  He  hoped  to  hear  no  more  of  a  Committee  on 
Slavery.  It  never  did  and  never  could  do  any  good.  It  had  done  much  evil  aoadl 
always  would  do.    He  moved  that  the  motion  to  refer  lie  on  the  table.    (Lost) 

Mr.  Collins  said,  that  as  a  document  firom  an  anniud  conference  it  was  booAf 
entitled  to  some  res]^ect  from  the  General  Conference.  There  were,  doubtless, 
some  expressions  in  it  highly  exceptionable,  but  still  it  ought  to  be  refeired.  He 
was  equally  sorry  vdth  Dr.  Capers  that  the  subject  had  to  be  touched  upon  there, 
but  he  came  prepared  for  it  mm.  the  agitation  which  prevailed  in  certain  parts 
respecting  ifr—an  agitation  which  would  oe  increased  if  they  did  not  take  up  the 
subject ;  and  the  main  object  was  to  manage  it  so  as  to  oreale  the  least  excitement 
there  or  elsewhere.  Let  it  be  referred,  and  the  committee  oould  report  or  not,  as 
they  thought  fit,  and  the  report,  if  offered,  would  be  subject  to  discussion. 

Dr.  Capers  said  he  had  no  personal  interest  in  the  matter.  He  was  no  candi- 
date for  toe  office  of  bishop.  He  had  never  ^et  heard  a  Methodist  preacher  broach 
the  doctrines  which  were  hinted  at  broadly  m  that  memorial.  As  an  annual  con- 
ferenoe document,  he  would  wish  to  treat  it  with  respect,  but  if  offence  must  come, 
be  would  not,  because  it  came  fi-om  some  favourite  Iwother,  wink  at  it  The  mem 
bers  of  an  annual  conferenoe  ought  to  know  better  the  spirit  and  character  of  their 
brethren  in  the  slavehokUng  states.  He  thought  it  would  be  quite  respeetfiil 
enough  to  let  it  lie  on  the  ttfSle. 


6  IfebaUsmthe 

Mr.  Dow  hoped  they  would  approach  thii  snbjeot  with  the  Mme  ca3irmiwa:'with 
which  thej  ducuMed  any  other  topic.  He  waa  in  fiivour  of  a  committee,  that  the 
fubject  might  be  bronght  before  uem  'in  a  kind  and  Christian  spirit  and  manner: 
and  waa  soxpriaed  that  the  brother  who  yeatezday  mored  for  the  appointment  of 
die  standing  oommittees  had  omitted  this. 

Mr.  Early  said  he  was  in  favour  of  receiving  all  petitiona  on  all  aubjects  in  a  spirit 
of  civility  sod  kindness.  It  was  not  intendea  that  the  memorial  should  lie  on  the 
table  for  ever ;  but  when  the  order  of  the  day  was  gone  through,  then  to  have  the 
diBcnssion.  If  they  would  have  these  disOTSsioos  eveiy  morning,  they  would 
nerer  have  done  receiving  memorials.  Four  and  eight  years  ago  aimilar  petitiona 
were  received,  and  he  (&&.  £.)  made  a  motion  for  their  reference  to  »oonimittwe, 
and  a  great  excitement  was  got  up  on  a  question  that  he  thought  had  been  lang 
aettled.  He  could  not  yeaterday  ask  for  a  committee  in  advance,  and  in  ignoranoe 
whether  such  a  committee  would  be  needed.  He  had  ao  interest  in  the  matfear, 
except  in  common  with  any  other  member.  Until  he  lost  his  senses  he  shooM  ask 
no  favour  beyond  what  they  had  already  ^g^anted  him.  .  He  came  there  fiom  Yit' 
ginia,  to  promote  the  peace  of  society.  The  south  differed  from  the  north,  and 
alwa]rs  would  differ,  and  unless  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and  compronuse  were  exer- 
cised, they  would  differ  to  an  extent  that  was  not  anticipated  in  some  quarter*. 
They  had  periect  confidence  in  the  uprightness  and  conscientiousness  of  their 
friends,  and  would  not  treat  ^em  unkindly  unless  driven  to  it  by  the  fint  law  of 
nature^  necessity.  If  the  allegations  of  that  memorial  be  established,  the  south 
will  sink  altogether.  We  have  no  way  of  replying,  unless  you  allow  us  to  go 
before  a  committee.  We  do  not  refuse  to  die  if  we  deserve  to  die.  But  let  the 
charges  come  against,  us  in  a  regular  form.  The  doctrmes  of  the  Chnrch  were 
settled  before  our  people  entered  it.  Let  it  only  be  seen  that  they  are  yet  to 
/   be  settled,  and  our  people  will  go  out  by  thousands. 

Dr.  Capers  was  not  against  receiving  the  memorial ;  but  Methodistical  propriety 
required  the  course- he  had  reoommenaed. 

Mr.  Crandall  did  not  ^uite  imderstand  what  was  the  motion  before  the  conference. 

The  President  explained. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the  memorial  leferred  to  a  oam^ 
ikuttee  to  be  composed  of  one  from  each  annual  conference. 

The  presentation  of  memorials  waa  then  proceeded  vrith,  on  the  underatandiBg 
tiiat  one  on  each  subject  should  be  read. 

Numerous  memorials  and  petitions  were  then  presented  on  the  subject  of  slarery, 
the  "  coloured-testimony  resolution/*  temjwrance,  division  of  conferences,  election 
of  a  Ushop,  examination  of  preachers  prior  to  their  being  licensed,  the  estabhsh- 
ment  of  a  social  lilnraiy,  &c.,  &c. 

Memorial  of  Wtttiam  J.  WatUr. 

On  the  call  for  memorials  from  the  Tirginia  Conference,  Bishop  Soole  preaeated 
a  document  which  had  been  laid  on  the  President's  table  the  first  day  of  the  coo- 
finmoe.  It  was  a  memorial  from  Dr.  William  J.  Waller,  of  the  Vii^gmia  Conforeaee, 
praying  for  an  expression  of  opimon  on  certain  questions  of  doctrine  and  of  law, 
and  making^  some  complaints  against  the  manner  in  which  the  Viivhiia  Conference 
had  conducted  their  business,  and  also  against  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Chris- 
tioa  Advocate  in  the  conduct  of  that  paper. 

A  member  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on^ItinenuM^. 

-Mr.  Sandfbrd  amended  by  moving  for  a  seleot  committee,  as  there  waa  one 
•abject  in  the  memorial  that  did  not  oon»  vrithin  the  province  of  any  of  the  ataad^ 
ing  committees.    He  moved  a  select  committee  of  five. 

Bishop  Soule  said,  the  memorial  had  not  come  through  the  delegates,  and  he 
ktt0w  not  who  laid  it  oa  the  President's  table. 

Dr.  Wmana  said,  that  the  memoriid  asked  them  to  do  that  whioh  they  had 
always  refused  to  do-^viz.,  to  give  any  other  decision  with  regard  to  oar  laws  tfaaa 
dial  which  had  been  given  by  the  legislators  of  the  body.  As  to  the  sobject  of 
doctrines,  they  were  settled  long  ago,  and  he  was  not  willing  that  they  ahiNild  be 
doabted  by  implicatioB. 

Bishop  Soale  explained  more  fhSy  what  he  belieyed  to  be  the  contents  of  the 
memorial.  The  doctrine  alhided  to  vraa  the  doctrine  of  baptism,  redoced  to  tiie 
oneetion  whether  the  children  of  any  other  persons  Utam  those  who  were  members 
drthe  Chttreh  were  entitled  to  that  ordinance  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  f 

Dr.  Capers  said,  this  was  a  point  on  which  the  laatluoa  fislt  soma  ralereat^  aai 
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be-wonldaj^ltin.  H0  hadnokapwledeecftlMooatonti  <if  <be  pipar;  ba  ^tai 
paflsing  thnm^h  the  city  of  Richmond  when  farothiar  WtUer  onne  to  the  oon  t» 
■ee  the  Virginia  delegates,  and  not  finding;  them,  requested  hfan  to  take  charge  d 
the  iMpers.  He  (Dr.  C.)  had  no  conneotiQii  with  the  affair  whatorer,  but  he  took 
charge  of  the  docomento,  wid  on  his  aoival  laid  them  on  tlta  Pmidenif s  table, 
with  a  remark  that  he  sapposed  the  President  did  not  heat,  as  he  was  engaged  it 
the  time. 

Mr.  Eaily  had  no  objection  to  the  consideralion  of  the  document,  bat  it  oertainlj 
oeuld  not  all  be  refeired  to  tba  same  committee,  and  shonld  be  reioRed  to  aape- 
dal  committee.  He  regretted  that  Dr.  Waller  had  not  aeqaanitod  the  delegate^ 
with  it.    There  were  fonr  prasent. 

Dr.  Winanssaid, he  was  oompeHed  to dMfcrficmn his brediwmfrom  Virghua.  Qa 
thought  there  was  good  reason  why  th^y  shonld  not  nfer  the  doonment  to  any 
conunittoe :  for  this  rsMon,  that,  if  eveiy  remeotable  miniater  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chorch  were  allowed  to  approach  toe  canfiarence  with  every  difficult 
tlut  might  start  up  in  his  mind,  the  confiarence  would  hanre  no  time  to  do  ai^- 
thing  else  bat  to  solve  such  difficalties.  He  was  not  disposed  to  take  any  aetion 
upon  it,  bat  let  it  lie  on  the  tMe.  That  General  Conference  was  asked  to  explain 
the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episoonal  Chnzcb— those  dectrines  had  been  too 
lon^  before  the  world  to  need  now  to  be  stated  and  explained.  He  too  had  diffi- 
culties, and  so  had  many  of  his  brethren ;  bat  should  they  enemnber  the  eonferenoe 
with  a  solution  of  diem  7  He  pressed  his  motion  that  the  documento  tte  on  tha 
table,  which  was  canied  by  a  veto  of  76  to  71. 

Bishop  Soule  said,  be  regretted  that  he  had  had  to  present  any  sneh  document; 
he  feared  lest  the  brethren  should  be  led  into  enroneons  action  for  want  of  a  clear 
representetioin  of  the  matter.    He  then  recapitnlated  the  contents  of  tiie  menwriaL 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  thought  the  matter  had  been  mjaaoderstood,  and  that  it  was 
intended  only  to  lay  that  part  of  the  memorial  on  the  table  which  refovred  to  the  doo* 
trines  of  the  Chureh.  If  so,  he  hoped  they  would  reverse  their  decision,  and 
taking  up  the  charge  against  the  VirginM. Conference,  bring  that  body  to  acoount 
for  their  conduct.    They  must  make  the  laws  dear,  if -they  were  not  sO. 

Several  members  here  moved  a  raconaideration  of  that  part  of  the  vote  wbldi 
referred  to  the  Virraia  Conference.  A  reconsideratian  of  the  whole  was  also 
moved  on  the  ground  that  there  had  been  acme  misunderstanding  in  the  matter. 

Dr.  Capers  inquired  whether  they  were  not  introduciiig  a  dangerous  precedent. 
Every  member  ta  the  minority  might  very  xeadily  misapprehena,  or  think  that  the 
majority  misap^hended.  Perhaps  a  few  in  the  present  case  might  have  misan- 
derstood  the  moticm,  but  not  the  minority.  It  mignt  have  been  as  well  to  have 
made  the  emeption  in  the  first  instance,  bat  he  thouriit  it  would  now  be  beat  let 
alone.  Dr.  Waller  was  not  present,  aod  he  (Dr.  C.)  oould  not  think  any  good 
would  come  of  it    No  one  impeached  the  Viiiginia  Confertnoe. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  said,  he  remMobered  that  no  one  had  a  right  to  came  thoM 
against  the  Virginia  Conferenee  esoept  cm  an  appeaL 

A  member  moved  to  take  fixan  the  table  that  part  of  the  memorial  whioh 
referred  to  the  Virginia  Conference. 

Mr.  Early  hopej^  they  woald  not  hesitate  to  do  that  The  Vh^ginia  Conference 
courted  investigation. 

Dr.  Winans  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He  doubted  whether  dwy  had  a  right  ta 
take  up  part  of  a  vote  for  reoonsideratnm. 

Dr.  Luckey  suggested  that  they  should  ao  on  wi^  the  4iEder  of  the  business. 
Thev  could  take  this  up  afterward  if  they  uionght  proper. 

Mr.  Early  said  he  had  not  lemied  that  the  Yirgmia  Confarenoe  was  even  cam* 
complained  of.  He  learned  that  the  acts  apod  doings  of  that  conferenoe  had  ahready 
been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ittneraney.  Tne  records  were  in  his  nosses- 
sion,  ready  to  be  produced  the  moment  any  member  of  that  committee  called  for 
them.  Bat  let  their  proceedings  come  up  in  a  fennal  way,  odierwise  the  whole 
time  of  the  General  Conference  would  be  occupied  in  receiving  memorials.  Tha 
complaint  against  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Advocate  had  come  up  before  the 
Publishing  Committee  of  the  Virginia  Conference.  If  there  had  been  errara  on 
the  part  <n  the  conference,  they  were  errors  of  the  head  and  not  of  the  heart,  and 
they  would  be  glad  to  correct  them;  but  if  these  memorials  were  received  and 
Mted  upon,  a  door  would  be  opened,  which  would  only  be  dkised  when  sad  expe* 
rience  snoald  have  compelled  them  to  do  so.  A  brother  who  had  been  censured 
had  a  right  to  appeal«>and  tbcra  waa  no  other  way  of  cooing  tii^  in  ordar.    If 


yaa  permit  jndividaAU  to  namaiialize  in  tius  maimer,  yi^  shill  nerer  Imyo  {t  in 
our  power  to  explain  the  cbanree  a^^ainst  na. 

CaDa  of  "  Qneation"  from  difl^rent  paita  of  the  honae ;  but 

Mr.  Slioer  xoae  and  saidy  the  occasion  of  the  controYeny  to  which  the  docoment 
beflxre  them  refidrred  had  excited  a  large  amount  of  attention,  and  h6  ahoold  ifaink 
that  Ihe  brethren  from  Virginia  ooght  to  aah,  in  their  own  defence,  to  pat  them- 
aelves  right  before  the  C<»nmittee  on  Itinerancy,  and  to  haye  the  whole  matter 
inveati|[atod,  as  it  ^opeara  on  the  feoe  of  the  journal.  The  brother  sayv^  he  has  it 
vith  hnn,  ready  to  produce  to  any  one  who  wishes  it  I  suppose  (continued  BIr. 
p.)  this  whole  matter  will  appear  there,  and  when  the  committee  hare  both  before 
ttiein,  they  will  be  able  to  decide  whether  the  Virginia  Conference  or  Dr.  Waller 
is  right.  The  memorial  from  the  ProviAenoe  planiaHong^-~l  beg  pardon,  Providence 
Coi^erenee'^hBiM  been  pent  to  a  committee.  In  that  committee  South  Carolina, 
Virginia^  sad  Alabama  are  represented,  and  Vh^ainia  is  represented  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itineraaacy,  and  is  competent  to  defend  herself  imd  her  conduct  before 
the  conumttee.  The  same  reason  prevails  in  both  caaes.  And  suppose  that  in  the 
committees  that  paper  does  call  fdT  an  expression  of  their  opinion,  and  through  them 
of  the  General  Conference,  in  reference  to  the  baptism  ot  children ;  if  Dr.  Wallflr, 
a  prominent  member  of  the  Virginia  Confevenoe,  takes  one  side,  and  the  conference 
tkb  other  side,  it  is  doe  to  the  Vir^ixda  Conference,  and  to  the  subject  at  issue, 
that  ihe  weight  of  that  opinion  be  given  to  it  Either  it  is  right,  or  it  is  wrong,  to 
baptize  children  whose  parents  are  not  members  of  the  Cnurch.  If  n^ht,  we 
should  say  so,  to  produce  uniform  practice  through  all  the  conierences.  Ifwrong, 
the  General  Con£raenoe  should  aive  an  opinion  to  that  effect,  that  we  may  not  find 
one  preacher  baptizing  such  children,  another  repulsing  them.  There  is  a  discre- 
pancy existing  which  ought  not  to  be  found  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  If 
Dr.  Waller  is  right,  let  uie  sanction  of  the  conference  be  given  to  Ids  position. 
And  it  can  do  no  harm  to  ^et  a  resolution  into  &e  General  Conference  witn  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Virginia  Conference  upon  the  subject  at  issue.  I  thereibra 
move  that  such  parts  of  Dr.  Waller's  memorial  as  relate  to  the  Virginia  Conference 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  such  parts  as  relate  to  baptism  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Reyision ;  and  such  parts  as  relate  to  the  editor  of 
the  Richmond  Advocate  be  referred  to  the  Book  Committee. 

Mr.  Early  explained*  Mr.  Slicer  had  misunderstood  and  misrepresented  him. 
His  objection  was  ndt  to  having  the  whole  matter  brought  before  them  on  the 
reoords,  but  to  entertaining  the  present  memorial,  which  would  open  the  door  to 
any  number  of  similar  irregular  petitions,  and  from  which  no  good  would  result 

Air.  Slicer  aaid  he  had  not  mi8iq>preheiided  Mr.  Early.  That  brother  was  tzying 
to  establish  a  distinction  without  a  difference.  He  would  not  admit  the  memorial, 
bat  would  admit  the  subject    . 

Dr.  Winans  was  opposed  to  the  leconsideration  of  the  vote.  He  was  so  ftntn- 
nafea  as  not  to  have  been  mixed  up  with  the  difficulties  Mr.  Slicer  referred  to.  He 
had  no  disposition  to  shield  the  Virginia  Conference  from  blame  if  any  attached  to 
it,  nor  to  withhold  from  Dr.  Waller  the  right  of  redress  for  any  wrongs  he  might 
have  suffered.  Much  less  was  he  disinclined  to  inquire  into  matters  of  doubt  and 
difficulty  in  the  Church.  His  olijeotion  to  treatmg  this  memorial  with  official  re- 
spect, arose  from  ihe  simple  fact  that  a  solitary  brother  came  up  with  obarses 
against  his  oonfereoce.  Tney  might  be  important,  but  was  die  conference  to  be 
fmnished  with  business  by  every  brother  who  had  doubts  on  some  sobjecti  T  That 
would  never  do.  Each  man  would  feel  that  he  had  an  equal  right  to  nave  aD  the 
difficulties  which  arose  in  his  mind  solved.  Every  General  Conference  would 
thus  be  flooded  with  complaints  and  appeals  of  this  character.  This  was  the  sole 
proond  on  which  he  was  for  refuring  official  treatment  to  the  document.  If  the 
joomals  were  correctLv  kept,  the  whole  matter  would  come  before  the  committee, 
and  if  they  did  their  only  properiy,  and  thought  it  necessary,  they  would  censure 
and  report  to  the  General  Conference,  who  vrould  also  have  the  opportunity  of 
fixmg  their  oensoie  upon  the  fault  And  the  same  widi  the  editor.  That  would 
oome  up  in  the  the  investiaation.  Or  if  any  member  thought  there  was  necessi^ 
fer  action  on  the  sa1]geGt  of  oaptism,  he  could  bring  up  a  resolution  on  the  subject ; 
but  let  them  not  allow  any  one  member  to  demand  a  settlement  d(  them. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  said,  the  Virginia  Coi^renoe  deolined  no  sort  of  investigation 
of  her  opinions  or  acts.  He  felt  verv  much  obliged  to  Dr.  Winans  fer  the  clear 
and  suocmct  view  he  had  given  of  the  ground  t£y  took  on  this  question.  It  was 
not  becanae  they  widied  to  satire  frvm  any  jnat  degree  of  reapooauiility     It  would 
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1)6  foond  that  aS  their  proceedings  were  apom  their  jonmal,  and  it  would  be  in  the 
power  of  the  committee  to  infliat-upon  a  very  careful  examination.  It  would  alio 
be  competent  fbr^  any  member  to  baye  special  attention  directed  to  any  appeab 
•Bgamst  the  Yireinia  Conference,  or  to  introduce  into  that  body,  in  a  proper  consU- 
tadonal  form,  me  whole  subject,  and  obtain  sue;}!  action  or  decision  on  Uie  part  of 
the  General  Conference  as  they  might  judge  necessary.  There  was  not  then  the 
fliiightest  excuse  for  trayelling  out  of  the  record  to  get  this  matter  before  that  body.  * 
They  ought  not  to  permit  the  memorial  of  a  solitary  member  to  be  brought  there 
without  mp  authority  of  law.  Let  it  be  shown  that  any  brother  had  a  right  to  ap: 
peal  to  this  body,  in  defiance  of  the  method  by  which  they  were  usually  heara.* 
This  was  an  arraignment  of  the  Vir^ia  Conference  by  one  who  did  not  come 
there  under  any  provision  of  the  Discipline.  If  he  could  come  under  such  provi- 
ffion,  let  those  having  the  care  of  his  case  show  it,  and  he  would  withdraw  his 
opposition,  and  the  rest  of  the  delegation  would  do  the  same.  But  it  could  not  be 
■nown,  and  it  had  not  been  pretended  that  it  could  be  shown.  He  denied  the 
competency  of  the  General  Conference  to  hold  the  Virginia  Conference  to  respon- 
sibility through  Dr.  Waller,  or  ^y  other  individual  member  of  that  body. 

Dr.  Luckey  could  not  refrain,  though  so  much  time  had  already  been  occupied, 
from  expiiessmg  his  views  with  regard  to  the  rights  that  seemed  to  be  involved  in 
this  question.  He  knew  nothing  (u  the  subject,  and  had  not  the  remotest  idea  that 
the  Virginia  Conference  would  oe  unfavourably  implicated.  But  the  memorial 
came  as  a  complaint.  The  question  involved  the  inalienable  right  of  petition  and 
memorial.  It  was  not  so  much, the  subject  matter  of  the  memorial  that  had  to  do 
with  the  vote  for  reconsideration.  Dr.  L.  referred  to  the  histoiy  of  this  nation  to 
show  that  ^e  way  to  flood  ihat  body  with  petitions  was  to  refuse  to  receive  them. 
The  conmiittee  could  tell  at  a  glance  whether  a  petition  were  worthy  of  being  re- 
ceived. £r  it  were  not,  reject  it  at  once,  and  individuals  would  soon  tire  of  send* 
ing  any  but  such  as  were  entitled  to  attention. 

Mr.  Slicer  denied  having  the  "  charge"  of  Dr.  Waller's  **  case,"  as  a  member 
seemed  to  have  supposed. 

Mr.  Cartwrigfat  said,  in  reference  to  a  member  who  had  risen,  if  the  brother 
would  just  hold  stUl,  he  would  soon  ease  him.  If  he  thought  the  present  motion 
^KTould  result  to  the  injury  of  the  Virginia  Conference  he  would  vote  against  it; 
but  it  would  be  to.  their  interest.  He  was  glad  to  hear  the  south  had  experienced 
no  difficulty  about  baptizing  children,  and  wished  it  was  the  case  everywhere. 
That,  however,  was  &r  from  oeing  the  case ;  and  in  some  conferences  talented  men 
had  refused  to  baptize  children  that  were  not  of  professing  parents.  The  editor 
was  accountable  to  that  body  for  his  conduct.  If  he  had  act^  right,  let  it  be  said 
■o.  He  could  not  see  why  all  this  squeamishness  was  indulged  in  about  referring 
the  matter  to  the  honourable  committee.  As  to  this  opening  the  flood-gates  to  me- 
morials and  petitions,  he  did  not  care  if  they  had  a  ship  load  of  them.  Let  them 
be  patient,  and  not  let  off  so  much  steam.  Some  of  the  members  were  remarka- 
ble for  steam.     He  for  one  was  cahn.    They  ought  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  Finley  said,  that,  if  he  was  sure  they  could  have  the  vote  now,  he  would  not 
soy  anything;  but,  if  ^ey  would  not  come  to  the  vote,  he  meant  to.  speak  also. 
He  had  got  some  steam,  and  would  talk  for  fifteen  minutes. 

Cries  of  "  Question"—*'  Vote,"  &c. 

The  motion  for  reconsideration  was  immediately  carried.  < 

Mr.  Slicer  renewed  the  motion  for  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  appro- 
priate standing  committees,  and  repeated  his  denial  of  having  the  charge  of  the 
case,  as  the  attorney  of  Dr.  Waller. 

Mr.  Drake  moved  the  striking  out  of  that  part  which  referred  to  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Virginia  Conference,  as  being  before  them,  without  ooming  in  that 
manner. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  thought  they  were  going  too  fast  in  not  having  the  paper  read. 
They  ought  to  know  what  they  were  ^oing  to  refer.  He  did  not  know  its  con- 
tents. He  went  on  the  ground  of  principle  alone.  He  suspected  it  was  not  of  a 
▼ery  pleasant  character.  He  could  not  consent  to  refer  it  without  knowing  what  it 
was.     He  called  for  the  reading. 

Dr.  Luckey  hoped  he  woula  withdraw  that  motion,  but  Dr.  Smith  would  not 
consent. 

Dr.  Durbin  moved  that  the  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

Bishop  Soule  thought  it  would  be  best  for  the  conference  to  hear  it  read.  It 
nade  oomplaintB,  wUch  be  recapitulated,  against  the  conference  and  the  editor. 
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Dr.  Dnrbin  was  stffl  more  inclined  to  diq^eoBe  ivith  the  rpadiog.  Dr.  Walkr 
had  not  given  notice  tif  complaint  to  the  annual  conference,  and  it  did  not  oomft 
from  them  as  a  body. 

Dr.  Smith  said  the  complaint  had  been  made  to  the  Virginia  Conferance^  and 
r  had  decided  against  it. 

r.  Dnrbin  resmned.  And  mnst  he  come  here  to  review  itT  It  bad  been  weU 
said,  that  if  eyeir  member  can  come  ^ub^  there  wiQ  be  no  end  to  diese  con^pLainta. 
It  onght  not  to  oe  read  or  referred,  and  he  thought  the  brethren  cotdd  readi  the 
point  without  exposing  the  conference  to  this  difficulty.  The  committee  could  r» 
view  the  case  of  the  Vif^:inia  Conference ;  the  other  had  been  reviewed.  Bapdm 
was  a  question  of  doctnne.  It  ought  to  be  heard  ther6  vezy  cantioosly.  Thej 
would  be  opening  a  door  they  might  not  be  able  to  close  when  they  wished  it. 

Mr.  Finley  moved  that  the  whue  matter  lie  on  the  table,  and  Dr.  Dnrbin  witfap 
drew  his  motion. 

Mr.  Finley  then  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  and  sleep  thare  for  this  veiy  rei^ 
son,  that  there  was  a  proper  way  for  a  man  to  complain,  and  proper  tribunals.  H» 
nnderrtood  that  the  complaint  had  already  been  madea  before  the  proper  tribunal, 
and  not  sustained. 

A  delegate  inquired,  whether  this  course  could  be  porsued? 

The  President  decided  that  it  could. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  said,  a  paper  could  be  referred  on  a  mere  analysis  of  its  contents; 
the  object  of  referring  bem^  to  get  at  its  contents  more  fully. 

Mr.  Lee  (editor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate)  claimed  the  indnlgence  of 
the  conference.  He  had  been  sitting  there  under  considerable  embarrassment 
during  this  discussion,  and  he  wished  to  state  a  simple  fact.  He  had  become  so 
accustomed  to  having  charges  from  Dr.  Waller  preferred  against  him  before  the 
Virginia  Conference,  uiat  he  went  there  annually  expectine  to  meet  them.  He  had 
been  tried  repeatedly,  and  acquitted  in  every  instance  by  nis  brethren.  He  &U  il 
due  to  himself  that  the  conference  should  know  this,  and  thereby  understand  that 
this  was  no  new  thing  with  them  in  Vii^ia. 

Mr.  GrifBth  hoped  the  motion  would  prevail.  As  an  itinerant  preacher.  Dr. 
Waller  stood  in  a  certain  relation  to  this  body.  The  Discipline  deBned  the  right* 
and  {nivUeges  of  each  member,  and  pointed  out  the  constitudonal  mode  hj  whidi 
he  might  obtain  redress  under  grievances.  But  had  he  come  there  constitntionaily  f 
According  to  the  directions  of  the  book?  Where  was  the  provision  in  the  Disci- 
pline which  secured  a  member  of  an  annual  conference  a  right  to  petition  that  body 
mdividually  7  Our  people  have  such  a  right — ^but  that  was  anotner  question,  ut 
this  matter  there  appeared  to  be  at  the  worst  a  mere  difference  of  opinion.  He 
hoped  further  time  would  not  be  consumed.    They  had  had  enough  of  it  already. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  Dr.  Durbin*s  motion  to  dispenae  with 
the  reading  was  renewed,  and  prevailed. 

Dr.  Duroin  moved  that  the  various  references  be  taken  up  singly. 

The  reference  of  that  portion  which  related  to  the  Virginia  Conference  to  th* 
Committee  on  Itinerancy  prevailed. 

On  the  motion  to  refer  that  portion  which  rdated  to  the  editor,  to  the  Cammittoe 
on  the  Book  Concern — 

Mr.  Lee  explained.  He  did  not  say  that  this  pardcnlar  charge  had  been  before 
the  Virdnia  Annual  Conference.  They  were  so  frequent  that  he  did  not  knarw 
which  had  been  preferred,  and  which  luid  not.  He  had  received  a  letter  from  Dr. 
Waller  informing  him  that  he  was  going  to  memorialize  the  General  Conference  or 
a  subject  in  which  he  (Mr.  Lee)  was  interested,  and  desired  him  to  bring  the  docn- 
ments  to  sustain  such  allegations.  He  did  not  know  the  charge,  and  did  ziot  brag 
Ae  documents,  but  left  that  for  him  to  do. 

Mr.  Early  said,  that  he  had  learned  from  Dr.  Waller  that  the  only  personal  mat- 
ter in  the  memorial  related  to  the  editor  of  the  Bichmond  Christian  Advocate. 

Dr.  Dnrbin  wished  to  finish  what  he  was  saying.  If  it  were  not  the  same  cooh 
plaint,  he  should  still  be  opposed  to  the  reference.  It  would  be  a  precedent  for 
any  member  to  bring  in  complaints  against  any  one  he  pleased.  They  ooght  not 
to  refer  it. 

Mr.  Slicer  vHshed  to  say  Aat  he  did  not  dunk  the  doctrine  held  on  this  sabject 
was  tenable.  Suppose  the  brother  had  been  tried  twenty  times,  was  he  not  ih» 
officer  of  this  body,  and  by  his  election  answerable  to  them  T  The  question  was 
not  respecting  brother  Lee,  but  the  editor  of  the  Bichmond  Christian  Advocate;  not 
broker  Lee  as  a  man,  a  Christian,  or  minister,  but  singly  as  an  edito ',  and  dtt 
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MiBMar  ift  wliiflh  he  had  diadu^god  lib  diity.  It  WMpeifcody  oonip^CaBltiFlliit 
body  to  haer  coioplauitB  againrt  aaj  of  iti  officen.  Bunpoie  he  had  attacked  him 
{Hx*  S.^  aa  an  officer  of  that  body^  waa  he  to  be  acreenea  from  the  oomplajnt  wluoh 
he  mi^Qt  lay  againat  him  before  that  body  f  M^xitiea  can  and  do  central ;  but 
auijontiea  are  not  always  io  lenient  ag  they  might  l^  and  had'  he'  not  a  ri^ht  to 
arraign  the  brother  oompladned  off  Mi{|^t  not  ma  ammmatration.of  the  affaoa  go 
befove  the  Book  ConmutteeT  Brotfaen  Sandibrd  and  Lane,  and  other  officers  o^ 
tifate  General  Conference,  had  in  their  acts,  to  paas  in  review  before  their  committee. 
Thia  General  Conference  may  aee  caoae  fmly  to  acquit  the  brother,  and,  by  a 
nnanimona  Tote  of  the  conference,  reqaeat  lum  ttOl  to  oontinne  the  dntiea  of'hia 
Q&ice^  or  otherwise.  He  bfold  a  very  responsible  position.  He  had  to  express  the 
opinions  of  this  body  to  tibe  American  peonle^'-tD  promnlgate  views  for  which  they, 
as  a  body,  were  respenrihle*  His  were  me  acts  of  the  canferance'a  agent^  and  the 
present  motion  had  reference,  not  to  his  character,  bnt  to  the  discharge  of  Ua 
onties.    v 

Dr.  Dnrbin  said,  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  SUoer  was  correct,  bat  it  was  necessary  la 
ahow  that  Dr.  Waller  had  come  here  by  appeal.  If  he  were  diasatisfied  with  the 
oonduot  of  the  Virginia  Conference,  faie  oogkt  to  hove  signified  his  intention  to 
appeal ;  and  it  waa  for  that  reason  that  he  (Dr.  Dorbin)  objected  to  its  official 
recognition. 

Mr.  Lee  wished  a  moment's  leave  to  address  the  conference ;  and  Biahop  Wandi 
said  that,  probably,  as  Mr.  Lee  was  interested  in  this  matter,  the  coafcrenoe  woiud 
grant  him  that  indulgence,  though  it  was  a  departure  finm  the  role. 

Mr.  Lee  sqid  he  agreed  with  Mr.  Slicer  perfect,  and  hoped  he  had  not  been 
onderrtood  as  shunnmg  an  investigation.  He  was  not  only  wUhntf,  bnt  desiieoa 
that  the  matter  should  go  before  the  conunittee.  It  would  there  be  mond,  perhaps, 
fifaAt  it  was  because  he  had  chosen  to  act,  not  as  an  individual,  bnt  as  die  officer 
of  the  Gieneml  Conference,  that  these  charges  had  been  brun^  against  hhn. .  H« 
deaired  the  Book  Committee  and  the  General  Conference  to  Know  the  whole  mat*  , 
ter,  and  if  aU  could  be  spread  out  there,  he  ahould  not  shrink  fimn  a  full  investZgap 
tion.  He  hoped  it  wooki  go  to  the  commitfeee,  and  while  he  expected  to  meet  at 
his  own  oonfevence  these  several  allegations,  he  hoped  that  this  Genttnl  Conference, 
at  least,  would  endorse  his  administration.  He  had  no  otgection  to  the  refeNoaoe-*- 
he  courted  it 

That  part  of  the  memorial  relating  to  the  editor  waa  then  lefenrad  to  the  Book 
Committee.  It  vras  then  moved  that  that  part  which  related  to  baptism  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Bevisaon. 

Dr.  Bond  said  he  must  speak  on  that  sul^ject  as  a  constitutional  qoestiott.  He 
objected  to  the  lefereoce  on  the  groond  that  the  General  CoBference  had  no  content 
over  it  One  of  the  restrictive  articles  imposed  on  this  conference  by  the  general 
convention  of  |ireaohen,  when  they  constitnted  thia  body,  prohibited  them  from 
alteriiig,  changmg,  or  modifying  our  doctrines.  Why  then  refer  the  subject  to  a 
eommittee  when  they  had  no  control  over  it?  I(  said  Dr.  B.,  it  is  inmured  whether 
we  have  a  right  to  baptise  children,  that  is  provided  for  in  the  ooctrine  of  oar 
Church.  They  could  not  change  the  doctrines  in  the  annual  conference,  nor  can 
you  do  it  here  with  a])  ^rour  potency,  for  they  are  placed  beyond  your  reach.  Though 
aU  should  recommend  it,  then,  you  could  not  do  it  Then  why  refer  it  t  It  will  ge 
out  to  the  world  that  we  are  reconsideiing  our  doctrines,  ana  that  we  do  not  con- 
aider  our  doctrines  established.  These  doctrines,  however,  have  been  settled  a  long 
time,  and  we  have  prospered  under  them  too  long  to  alter,  change,  or  modify  them. 
I  hope^  therefore,  tlnil  you  will  not  refer  them,  for,  certainly,  you  have  no  control  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  Slicer  was  opposed  to  Dr.  Bond's  views.  What  he  had  said  was  very  weR 
in  its  place,  if  there  were  one  s^rllable  in  the  articles  of  religion  on  the  subject,  hot 
unfortunately  for  the  argument,  in  Article  25  there  vras  not  one  word  on  the  subject 
Aa  I  understand  the  restrictive  rules,  continned  Mr.  S.,  t^sy  refer  to  the  articlea 
of  religion,  and  if  the  doctor  wiU  put  his  fin^r  on  that  part  which  treats  of  baptism 
of  the  children  of  parents  who  are  not  behevera,  I  will  yield  the  point  But  for 
went  of  ^lat  there  is  no  force  in  the  remark^  made  by  Dr.  Bond.  And  it  will  be 
remembered  that  those  restrictrve  rules  do  not  prohibit  expression  ef  opinion  by 
reaolotion  or  otherwise.  The  conference  eight  years  ago  decided  that  piobationera 
ahould  be  baptized  before  they  were  received  into  feU  connecdon.  It  cannot  now 
l>e  said  that  we  are  about  to  revise  our  doctrines — ^we  leave  the  25^  Article  u»- 
lonched.    When  we  send  this  matter  to  the  committee,  and  get  a  resofaitiaD  reportid 
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fiom  ifafltt  &¥0iin.ble  or  antagonistic,  no  doubt  the  vote  ibaeaa  would  < 
^  practice,  eyen  as  far  as  Texas:    I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to  rapeot  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Gkoienl  Conference,  and  the  question  will  not  be  settled  until  there  is 
some  dis^c^  and  well-defined  finm  adopted. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  was  mnoh  oblifled  to  Dr.  Bond  for  the  Tiew  he  had  giren  them  of 
die  salnect,  and  asked  the  cahn  ana  kind  consideration  of  the  oonfetence  on  the  sab- 
ject  ft  was  a  meet  important  one,  and  the  yeiy  fact  referred  to  went  to  oonfinn  the 
trath  of  this  position.  Time  after  time  thev  had  violated  these  consdtational  restrio*^ 
tions,  and  were  in  a  way  to  do  it  now,  and  by  what  seemed  to  be  a  plan  of  drcnm- 
▼ention.  Whe&er  that  were  intended  or  not,  it  was  the  practical  result  of  it  The 
ccnference  oonld  not  ehanee,  alter,  or  modify  the  doctrines  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  If  they  could  meet  together,  and  say  by  resolution.  This  is  Methodist 
doctrine,  or  tiiat  is  Methodist  doctnno,  why  then  toey  had  the  power  to  change  the 
doctrines  to  any  extent  whateyer.  He  disclaim^  toe  right  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
action  of  any  committee  at  all.  If  otherwise,  they  were  no  longer  bound  by  any  re- 
striction at  all,  and  it  would  be  in  feet  saying  to  their  people  that  they  meant  to  do  as 
they  pleased,  without  any  regard  to  constitutional  restrictions.  There  was  anodwr 
and  an  inuportant  consideration.  There  was  scarcely  a  point  of  doctrine  or  diMa- 
jrfine  on  wnich  some  one  did  not  want  information.  Memorials  of  this  nature  had 
been  presented  oyer  and  over  again,  and  had  never  before  been  referred  to  a  commit 
tee.  He  remembered  the  first  General  Conference  in  1832,  when  a  similar  memori- 
al was  presented,  and  it  was  decided  that  the  conference  oould  not,  with  propriety, 
decide  upon  either  doctrine  or  discipline  by  entertaining  such  memorial,  Imt  by  t&e 
administratioa  of  the  difierent  preacners,  sustained  b^  the  bishops,  and  seconded  by 
the  General  Conference.  If  their  rules  were  iKYt  plam,  let  them  be  made  so,  and  not 
be  constantly  intrfxlucing  resolutions  by  way  of  interpretation  and  explanation,  and 
thus  throwing  ojien  the  door  to  such  memorials  without  limit  or  restriction ;  he  hoped 
that  widi  tins  view,  diey  would  conclude  they  had  no  right  to  touch  the  subject 
at  an. 

Mr.  Ames  said,  die  17th  article  in  the  articles  of  finth  had  this  language,  **  The 
baptism  of  children  is  to  be  retained  in  die  Church."  And  the  oonferenoe  had  no 
authority  to  aot  in  this  matter.  As  to  any  expression  of  opinion  as  to  what  the  article 
was  meant  to  convey  that  would  be  a  mere  nullity. 

Mr.  Dow  said,  that  article  must  be  retained  in  the  Church,  and  the  doctrine  must 
be  allowed  to  stimd  as  it  at  present  stood. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Sandford  said,  this  question  ought  to  be  intelligibW  settled.  It  was  im 
,  poitantfoir  the  General  Conference  toTmderstand  the  subject  better  than  they  now 
understood  it.  Brother  Dow  had  said  in  part  what  he  rose  to  say.  The  question 
was  not,  whether  the^r  should  explain  or  revise  their  doctrines.  It  was  a  question  of 
administration  of  discipline  on  the  part  of  the  mimsters.  It  was  afect  that  had  come 
to  their  knowled^  through  this  memorial,  that  there  were  errors  on  the  part  of  some 
mimsters  respectmg  this  subject ;  and  the  conference  had  a  right  to  inqmre  whether 
the  brethren  do  oonform  to  me  Discipline.  This  they  could  oo  without  touching  the 
articles  of  religion,  except  so  far  as  to  explain  their  administration  by  them.  From 
what  he  could  learn  of  the  memorial^  and  the  statements  of  brethren  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  should  judge  that  some  one  had  departed  from  the  rule  with  respect  to  the 
adxninistradan  of  Christian  baptism.  It  was  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and  they 
ought  to  guard  against  any  improper  person  receiving  that  holy  sacrament  at  the 
hands  of  their  ministen ;  those  who  want  information  come  up  to  die  General  Con- 
ference as  the  guardian  of  the  administration  of  all  its  ministers,  and  they  ou^ht 
therefore  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration,  and  inquire  whether  the  practioe 
contradicted  the^  role.  He  wished  to  make  some  remarks  on  an  act  of  the  General 
Conference,  winch  had  been  sever^  censured  there,  and  m^Jnsdy.  (Call  to  oi^ 
der.)  He  was  in  order.  He  was  replying  to  an  argument  which  had  involved  the 
General  Conference  in  severe  censure.  The  point  was  this.  The  General  Confer- 
ence had  determined  that  all  probationers  shoold  be  baptized,  and  that  that  was 
unconstitutional  he  had  yet  t^  leam.  If  the  General  Rules  were  examined,  they 
would  be  fouTkd  to  require  that  every  member  of  the  Church  attend  to  all  tiie  oiv 
dinances  of  God.  Now,  no  Metiioaist  preacher  would  deny  that  baptism  was  an 
ordinance  of  God.  By  tins  it  was  nude  the  imperative  duty  of  every  man  and  wo- 
man to  be  baptized.  Some  of  their  ministen  had  lost  sight  of  this  obligation,  and 
the  conference  was  not  censurable  for  insisting  upon  the  baptism  of  all  probation- 
ers before  they  entered  into  fall  oonnectioui  mr  the  obligation  by  their  constitntioB 
was  always  binding. 
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SATURDAY,  MAY  4. 
CommMnUfttUm  from  ike  Methodist  EpUcopal  Church  in  Canada. 

t>r.  Bangs  presented  a  paper,  purporting  to  be  an  official  coiiimunicatioii  fiom  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Upper  Canada.  It  was 
read.  It  proposed  to  renew  the  offices  of  mendly  reciprocity  between  that  bodr 
and  the  General  Conference.  It  affirmed  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  i 
Canada  adhered  to  the  doctrines,  usages,  and  ecclesiastical  poli^i  on^naUj  set  on 
foot  in  Canada  by  the  Methodist  ministers ;  and  referred  the  General  Conference  to 
aeveral  delegates,  who  had  been  appointed  to  represent  the  body. 

Dr.  Bangs  moved  that  the  brethren  appointed  by  the  said  Church  delegate 
to  this  conference  be  recognized,  and  invited  to  take  seats. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Feck  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  spedid 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  jouraak. 

MONDAY,  MAY  6. 

Dr.  Bangs  moved  that  the  brethren  appointed  by  the  Canada  Methodist  Epim- 
pal  Churc^  whose  Address  he  presentad  oa  Saturasy,  be  recognized,  and  invited 
to  tak^  their  seats  in  the  conference. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Feck  said  that  perhaps  the  ndnutes  on  thia  sulject  for  &«  year  1836 
had  better  be  read,  that  they  might  know  what  was  the  action  of  the  eOTferenee 
on  a  similar  proposition  macte  at  that  time. 

The  secretary  explained,  that  by  order  of  tha  conferenlse  the  joomalB  for  that 
year  were  placed  in  the  charge  of  the  book  agents,  but  he  had  sent  for  them. 

Dr.  Bangs  thought  that  as  he~made  the  motiaii,  it  was  proper  that  he  should  aa- 
sign  his  reason  for  so  doing.  He  did  not  know,  however,  whether  it  would  not 
be  more  proper  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  oommittee.  The  same  body  had  made  a 
sunilar  apphcation  in  1836.  Tne  question  was  then  discussed,  and  opposed,  be- 
cause the  information  before  the  conference,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  ihej  wen 
organized,  was  but  imperfectly  understood,  and  that  conferance  did  not  deada  yaa 
or  nay,  but  left  it  an  open  question.  He  had  sean^hed  for  the  report  of  that  con^ 
mittee,  but  had  not  yet  been  able  to  find  it  H^  thought,  however,  it  was  not  the 
business  of  the  ooziference  to  enter  into  the  matter  of  their  organization^  or  any- 
thing of  that  sort  The  body  in  question  embrace  all  the  fimdaxnsntal  doctzines  of 
our  uhurch,  and  profess  to  believe  in  our  episcopacy.  He  did  not  nnderataad  tlia 
fipplication  to  be  for  anything  more  than  this---a  mere  friendly  interchange  one 
with  the  other.  The  conference  had  already  recognized  ihe  o&er  brethren  fron 
Canada;  very  properly  ao,  he  thou^t;  and  yet  may  differ  from  us  much  more 
tfian  these  brethren  do.  It  is  well  known  that  some  y^ars  ago  ^y  were  connect 
ed  with  the  Wesleyan  Conference,  which  connection  had  since  been  dissokad  fay 
a  vote  of  that  conference.  They  had  but  one  order  of  ministen,  and  in  this  leaneet 
agreed  with  the  En^h  Wesfeyans.  But  still  we  had  always  felt  it  our  duCf 
to  keep  up  a  friendly  mtercoune  widi  both  the  Eufflish  Wesleyana  and  the  Canaoa 
Conference,  without  presuming  to  inquire  whether  uieir  orders  and  system  were  ex> 
actly  as  we  wonkl  wish.  That  is  an  internal  regulation  of  their  own.  Jnat  ia 
^  same  way  the  United  States  act  toward  other  nations,  when  ther  are  oaOed 
npon  to  acknowledge  their  independence.  They  only  inquire,  Have  uey  an  inda* 
pendent  existence  7  And  such  ought  our  inquiiy  to  be  vrith  reference  to  eveiy 
Church  that  wishes  to  exchange  fi«temal  relations  with  n^^Are  they  arthoilox, 
and  have  they  an  independent  ejdstanoe  ?  Suppose  the  Preabytnianaor  the  £pl»> 
oopalians  wished  to  exchange  courtesies  as  fe&ow-Christiana— 'if  we  bebeve  hi 
the  orthodoxy  of  their  sentsments,  the  evanffehcal  na&ire  of  their  prineiples,  we 
should  receive  them  and  give  them  a  fUenoly  invitation  to  take  a  seat  with  va. 
This  was  the  principle  we  ought  to  go  ujpon  in  this  oaae.  However,  he  migfat  be 
mistaken  in  his  views,  and  was  not  anziona  about  the  matter.  They  oorae  to  us 
under  the  influence  of  just  principles  and  Cfariatian  feelinga,  the  same  as  die  etfaeir 
brethren  do,  and  he  saw  no  reason  why  the  Genend  Confinenoe  should  reOeiv«  the 
one  and  reiect  the  other. 

Dr.  Luckey  would  second  the  motion  of  aaferenoe  to  a  oommitlae.  The  laligeol 
was  unfoldia^'points  that  would  require  some  time  for  their  diaeossion.  fie  pat^ 
feetly  acQorded  with  the  remaiks  of  Dr.  Banga,  and  would  extend  the  hand  of  fr» 
temal  correspondence  and  firiendship  to  any  evangidical  Christian  denominalieK 
whan  they  came  in  proper  form.  But  there  waa  aprindpla  involved  in tibii  which 
ttia  QooSereivoe  did  not  seem  to  ;qpprebe|>d.    These  orediraii  came  aa  tha  hylinaite 


14  IMmtesintU 

Mediodut  Epiaoopal  Church  in  Upper  Coiiadiir-iiot  as  having  ^ratonial  relatioa  I0 
that  body,  whom  the  conference  had  already  reoogni^edy  Wt  to  mqipUHift  that  body 
—practically  to  take  the  place  of  that  body.  If  they  did  not  come  as  such,  he  had 
no  oljeotion  to  receiving  thetai.  The  history  of  the  past  would  show  that  the  ooa- 
iwsnce  ooold  not  recognize  both  diese  bodies  as  they  each  claimed  to  be  recogniKed* 
fie  was  wiUittg  to  recognize  these  delegates  as  brethren,  but  not  as  ike  Methodist 
£pisoopal  Church  who  went  out  from  them  and  inherited  the  property,  &c.,  of  that 
body«  On  no  condition  could  he  do  this,  and  thus  displace  the  body  already  ra- 
oognized,  and  yet  he  hoped  that  the^  would  be  received  and  treated  as  Ixvtfazen.. 

Mr.  Ninde  was  opposed  to  refismng  the  matter  to  a  coounittee.  There  oonld 
be  but  two  objects  for  so  referring.  One,  that  they  mi^ht  definitely  arrange  this 
plain  question,  and  the  other  to  prevent  discussion,  and  give  the  weight  of  the  com- 
inittee  to  the  question  before  it  came  into  conference.  The  sabject,  howeveiv 
woold  be  discussed.  Men  of  strong  Ininds  and  warm  hearts  were  amone  them 
who  would  take  up  that  question  as  strenuously  as  any  other;  and  it  would  affoid 
more  satisfaction  to  the  conference,  and  be  more  respectfid  to  the  delegates,  to 
hme  the  sabject  directly  before  them. 

Mr«  Baed  said,  if  the  question  were  now  properly  befbre  them  on  its  merits,  lie 
would  make  some  remans  upon  it.  But,  as  the  motion  before  them  was  for  vefisiv 
liog  it  to  a  oommitbee,  he  thou^t  upon  the  whole  that  course  would  be  the  bes^ 
JX  would  save  thne  and  discussion.  If  put  into  the  hands  of  a  jodicions  committee, 
and  they  took  in  all  the  circumstances,  and  reported  early,  it  would  be  the  beat. 
But,  if  the  question  of  organization  were  before  them,  he  thought  he  could  say 
something  that  would  have  weight  in  the  minds  'Of  the  conference. 

Mr.  Covel  Uionght  tiie  whole  of  the  circumstances  could  only  be  developed  br 
%  jodioiouB  comrnittee,  and  perhaps  te  eonformice,  when  they  had  heard  a( 
jDo&ht  aot  yer]^  differsiitly  to  what  moj  would  at  present. 

Mr.  Csrtwright  oould  not,  for  the  life  of  him,  see  the  propriety  of  referring  tUa 
to  a  committee.  It  was  ^together  vain  for  brethren  to  tbauk.  they  oould  give  dds 
mestien  the  go-by*  It  ooold  not  be  done.  And  the  report  of  a  committee  would 
elicit  as  much  discosaion  as  the  questioQ  would  now.  It  was  not  worth  while  to 
Uiuk  the  question.  They  were  prepared  to  meet  it  m  open  conference  and  open 
dkouBsion  without  this  reference.  If  light  and  information  on  the  subject  were  to 
be  had,  let  the  conference  have  them.  They  desired  and  wanted  them,  and  did 
BDt  expect  to  get  them  by  referring  to  a  oonnnittee.  They  wanted  them  in  open 
confereooe.  If  the  bretla«n  had  a  right  to  be  recognized,  let  them  be ;  bat  if 
otherwise,  say  so. 

Mr.  Finley  objected  'to  a  reference.  These  brethren  were  waiting  to  be  recog- 
nized. If  Uie  matter  were  referred  to  a  committee,  they^  misht  not  report  for  a 
freek  or  two,  and  this  business  would  be^  suspended,  while  these  brethren  wero 
waiting  here.  If  not  recognized,  they  might  wish  tb  return  home.  He  had  no 
Idea  taat  a  reference  to  a  eommittee  wouU  expedite  the  matter,  and,  he  hoped  ifae 
floaferenoe  wenld  settle  it  now. 

■  Mr.  Pergoaon  thought  the  reason  assigned  by  Dr.  Luckey  for  its  going  into  oom- 
nittee  was  a  reason  against  that  course.  If  fixmily  quarrels  and  internal  troables 
had  crept  in  among  these  Churches,  he  thought  that  was  a  reason  for  taking  op  the 
Blatter  m  fall  on^erenoe,  as  the  committee  might,  to  some  extent,  pledge  &em  to 
one  side  of  the  question. 

.  Mr.  J.  T.  Mitohell  thought,  if  ther  VohAl  action  at  aU  In  the  matter,  iStmr  ooM 
not  aveod  mixing  themaelvea  up  in  niese  family  quarrels.  In  no  country  had  tbo 
Methodist  oonferences  recognized  more  than  one  body  in  one  country  as  Metliod- 
iats.  The  British Conferenoe  had  recognised  the  Upp^  Canada  Conference.  They 
wmatiBd  fuU  information,  which,  perhm,  they  could  not  get  in  Ofwn  conferenoe. 
He  wonkl  amend  the  resohitk>n  by  adding  inatmctions  to  report  without  delay. 

Mr.  Ghiffith  was  a  member  of  the  oammittee  to  whom  the  similar  anplkatkm  in 
18S6  was  confided.  To  the  best'of  fais  recollection,  there  were  found  to  be  such 
oqpitd  defects  in  tiioir  orgomaaition  in  the  first  place,  that  ^  committee  could  not 
recommend  their  being  recognized.  There  was  also  such  a  stoto  of  thm^  ezjstiBff 
-navrng  ^le  contsndmg  parties-^wsniCB  pending,  and  such  a  spirit  of  litigation  and 
■Irife,  Aat  the  oonferenoe  refttsed  to  aeme  their  disputes ;  anid  having  previoody 
leoognaed  the  Wedeyan  Canada  Confareuoe,  they  refosed  to  recognize  the  others  - 
mtil  ibay  went  home  and  settled  their  differences. 

Mr.  MTerrm  was  in  fevouroff  a  reference.  To  go  into  the  history  of  the  CImreheS 
«i'€sBMda  wonld  tike  « Isiig  tioM.    Than  was  the  Wesleym  Methodist  Cfanreh, 
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te  Meidiodfat  SpiBCOpal  Chnrofa,  Ao.  We  m^  have  ncogidxed  fh^  body  which 
tibe  British  Coomence  had  refiifled  to  recognize.  Let  it  go  to  a  committee  who 
would  present  the  salgect  in  a  tangible  form  before  the  conference. 

Mr.  Byenon,  one  of  the  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  fii^ethodist  Chnrch  in 
ITpper  Canada,  wished  to  correct  an  erroneous  impression  which  nd^ht  arise  from 
wnat  had  been  said  by  the  broUier  frt)m  Tennessee,  about  the  opposition  between 
^e  two  conneetions — ^tbe  British  Conference,  and  the  Wesleyan  iSlethodist  Chnrch 
m  Upper  Canada.  Thoagh  there  might  be  a  difference  between  the  two  connec- 
tions with  regard  to  certam  load  matters,  there  was  none  with  regard  to  the  legi- 
timacy of  the  lx>dy  he  represented.  The  British  Conference  never  had  denied  nor 
proposed  to  deny  Ae  Wesleyan  Methodist  Canadian  Church,  as  such  legitimately. 
There  was  a  union  effected  in  1^33 ;  and  in  the  years  1839-40  certain  differences 
of  opimon  on  certain  Questions,  mainly  on  the  clergy  reserve  question,  arose.  They 
were  of  opinion  that  we  coune  the  Cana(]Uan  Chnrcn  pursued  was  incompatible  with 
the  ootffse  pursued  bom  the  commencement ;  and  informed  them  that  if  they  pui^ 
sued  that  course,  they  could  not  continue  the  union  between  the  two  connectioas. 
The  British  Conference  withdrewfiomthatconnection,buthadneyerdenied  that  their 
Canadian  brediren  were  a  conference  of  the  Methodist  Church,  or  composed  a  part  of 
the  Wesleyan  body.  They  had  the  strongest  invitations  to  send  delegates  to  the 
British  Ccmferenoe.  He  (Mr.  R^  had  received  several  invitations  within  the  last 
aiz  to  eighteen  months  to  this  effect.  But  would  they  recognize  an^  of  the  parties 
who  haa  separated  from  ^m  in  this  or  any  other  countiy  T  Certainly  not.  And 
they  would  be  as  much  surprised  at  the  recognition  of  such  parties  by  this  confer- 
ence as  they  would  if  this  conference  were  to  recognize  the  Banters  or  Bible  Chris- 
tians as  a  jMirt  of  die  Wesleyan  Methodist  societies  of  Enjp^land.  He  exceedingly 
rsgrytted  that  Messrs.  Bitchie  and  Case  were  not  here,  for  they  entertained  ma 
■ame  opinion  with  himself  on  this  subject.  They  were  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Chureh  in  Upper  Canada,  and  the  diflbrence  was  only  on  some  local  questions ;  but 
this  was  not  uie  case  with  other  separate  bodies,  however  specious  might  be  their 
pitstensums. 

Mr.  M'Ferrin  said  this  was  the  v^y  thing  they  wanted;  they  desired  light  on 
tiie  subject. 

Bishop  Soule  said  he  had  no  disposition  whatever  to  offer  a  word  on  this  quea- 
tiou,  so  long  as  the  subject  of  recognition  was  not  directly  before  the  conference. 
That  questfon  could  not  pass  before  the  conference  without  elicitins  remarks  from 
him,  if  permitted.  He  rose  now  only  fully  to  ratify  the  observam>n8  of  brother 
Byerson  with  respect  to  the  friendly  relations  now  existing  between  the  Britisj^ 
Conference  and  me  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Uj^per  Canada.  He  knew  this 
to  be  the  case.  The  position  in  which  he  was  placed  m  England  broug[ht  this  sub- 
ject before  him.  He  had  an  intervieyr  with  a  very  important  committee,  being 
requested  by  some  friends  in  Canada  to  interest  himself  on  the  subject  If  this 
conference  raonght  there  was  a  disunion  between  them,  they  laboured  under  an 
entire  mistske.  They  were  as  much  recognized  as  members  of  the  great  Wes- 
leyan frunily  as  that  Qeneral  Conference. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  said,  from  the^  interest  he  felt  in  that  question,  he  should  have 
inreferred  going  into  the  discussion  now.  The  cluef  elements  were  before  them; 
but  as  th^  seemed  unwilling  to  go  mto  it  now,  he  hoped  they  would  refer  it  at 
once. 

It  w^  then  referred  to  a  committee  of  ^ve, 

Ft^poMol  to  give  ingtruetiont  to  the  Committee  on  Blavery. 

Dr.  W.  A.  Smith  moved  the  foUdwiuff  resolution : — 
*     ^  Besolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  the  memorials  on  slavery  are  referred, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  requested  to  report  directly  on  the  points,  the  alleged  facts 
and  arguments  submitted  by  the  memorialists,  imd  present  their  report  as  soon  as 
practicable." 

In  moving  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  he  said  that,  ever  since  1832,  they  had 
been  flooded  with  memorials  from  annua!  conferences,  quarterly  conferences,  and 
private  individuals  of  the  Methodist  body  in  the  eastern  and  northern  states,  and 
some  fitmi  the  north-western.  With  regard  to  the  memorials  abstractedly  const 
dered,  the  simple  fact  of  memorials  with  names  attached  being  presented,  that  wa^ 
in  itself,  a  matter  of  very  trifling;  character,  and  one  that,  of  itself,  would  be  un  wot>- 
thv  of  a  montottt's  notice,  for  it  was  weU  known  that  those  memorials,  of  them- 
•avee,  only  showed  the  active  interest  of  the  Methodist  ministers  in  the  subject^ 
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and  were  no  hidieation  of  the  feelm^a  and  opiniona  of  the  people  «n  the  qnfpfwa» 
He  had  come  to  the  )aiowledge  oTa  &ct  on  this  anbiect  that  waa  aeawrmg  oC 
being  known.  A  minister  from  the  aonth-weat  visited  one  of  the  eaatem  atatea, 
and  the  miniaters  in  the  place,  ao  delicately  related  on  the  anbject  of  alaverf,  conld 
not  open  their  pulpita  to  him,  nor  go  to  hear  him  when  preacmnfi.  They  aaid  the 
popolar  sentiment  of  the  Church  was  against  it,  and  this  oontinued  until  the  people 
themaelvea  demanded  that  the  chuhshes  should  be  opened,  and  this  minister  oeara. 
He  drew  large  congregations  in  the  place,  while  the  miniatera  still  held  off.  And 
this  goes  to  show  what  will  probably  be  found  to  be  true,  that  all  tlds  atpr  and 
interest  is  among  Methodist  miniatera,  and  net  among  the  body  of  the  people  of 
the  M.  £.  Church.  This  reminded  him  of  a  case  he  once  knew  of— a  memorial 
coming  up  from  a  certain  district,  the  presiding  elder  of  which  wanted  to  cany  the 
point  on  which  the  memorial  was  founded,  anii  went  round,  and  got  aa  many  sig- 
natures 85  suited  his  purpose.  The  memorial  was  therefore,  in  reality,  only  the 
wish  of  the  presiding  elder.  The  following  case  had  been  rehited  to  the  speaker* 
It  was  stated  th^t,  in  Albany,  five  hundred  signatures  could  be  got  widiin  a  giveu 
time  in  that  city^  to  a  memorial,  or  petition,  to  hang  a  certain  respectable  minister 
of  the  place.  Five  htmdred  dollars  were  staked  upon  the  issue,  and  the  party  went 
out  and  brought  in  the  petition  to  that  effect,  signed  by  five  hundred  peESona  t 
within  the  given  time. 

He  was  sorry  these  memorials  taugj^t  the  lesson  they  did,  that  there  were  so 
many  who  were  rabid  on  this  subject.  They  of  the  south  could  get  aa  many  aa 
they  pleased  of  a  contraiy  character,  but  they  had  not  thought  proper  to  offend  the 
feelings  of  the  conference  by  adopting  such  a  course ;  or  ouerwise  they  could  ^et 
them  with  strong  arguments,  ana  abounding  with  insulting  epithets  and  degradmg 
remarks,  calcul^ed  to  arouse  the  feelings  of  the  eastern  and  northern  bretlsren. 
But  they  were  above  it,  su^rior  to  it,  and  would  scorn  to  stoop  to  so  oontemi^ible 
a  method  of  defending  thenr  position.  It  was  not,  however,  without  design  and 
ultimate  effect  that  this  course  of  the  memorialists  was  pursued.  And  wnat  waa 
the  design  7  Let  them  review  the  operation  of  this  subject,  and  the  design  woold 
be  made  plain.  It  had  been  the  custom  to  refer  papers  on  the  subject  m  slavery 
to  the  slaveiy  committee.  And  what  had  been  the  action  of  that  cofmniitteef 
Why,  it  had  altogether  avoided  the  issue  raised,  aud  had  attempted  to  settle  the 
issue  between  anti-slavery  men  and  the  ultra  abolitionists  of  the  north,  as  if  there 
had  been  no  representation  of  the  south.  There  were  three  parties :  die  ultraist* 
of  the  north,  the  anti-slavery  men,  and  lohat  they  call  die  pro-slavery  men.  These 
antj-slavery  men  had  assumed  to  be  conservatives — ^to  stand  between  the  two  other 
parties ;  and,  assuming  that  right,  had  asked  to  be  chairmen  of  this  committee,  and 
to  manage  the  whole  matter.  And  he  was  sony  to  say  that  the  southern  men 
generally  had  been  quieted  by  this,  and  had  permitted  such  conservativee  to  man- 
age  their  interests.  This  never  had  been  by  his  consent,  and  never  would  be 
while  he  ke^t  his  present  mind.  These  conservatives  were  something  like  the 
cabs  of  this  city — take  the  horse  out,  and  they  always  let  down  on  ^e  same  aide. 
Look  at  their  reports,  and  the  resolutions  they  prooose,  and  say  if  they  ^  to  settle 
the  real  issues  of  the  ^uestion.^  No!  they  staved  off  the  real  qaestion:  in  the 
meantime  the  memorialists  continued  to  dose  them  with  their  memorials,  read  oa 
the  floors  of  the  conference.  They  thus  sought  to  dodge  the  question,  while  ther 
pbed  their  arguments  by  constantly  reading  memorials  against  southern  slavebolo* 
en,  and  there  was  no  argument  heard  on  the  real  menta  of  the  caae  whatever 
And  when  attempts  were  made  to  get  a  hearing  on  the  pert  of  the  southern  mem- 
bers, with  what  success,  he  begged  to  ask,  had  they  been  attended?  He  had 
never  known  but  one  solitary  instance  in  which  they  had  been  calmly  and  polaeodT 
heard ;  that  was  when  Dr.  Capers  addressed  them.  They  were  assmled  with  caJJi 
to  order,  cries  of  "Your  fifteen  minutes  are  out,"  though  that  time  had  been  ex- 
tended again  and  again;  and  thus  they  were  dogged  into  silence,  and  the  true 


ground  t^en  by  the  soudi  had  never  been  fully  heard  on  the  floor  of  that  conference. 
.  These  memorialists  come,  asking  what7  Why,  that  the  resolntum  on  coloured 
testimony  shall  be  rescinded.  Let  the  General  Conference  meet  this  ouestioii 
&irly,  and  say  whether  it  shall  be  so  or  not.  These  memorials  contain  violent  and 
onwarrantable  attacks  upon  a  inissionaiy  secretary  because  he  is  a  slaveholder:  let 
the  conference  meet  this  question  also  full  in  the  face.  And  they  contain  similar 
attacks  upon  Bishop  Andrew,  Ibr  the  same  reason:  let  them  meet  that  fiiiiiy  and 
candidly.  They  ask,  in  effect,  that  a  rule  be  adopted,  or  such  measures  takeii« 
as  should  exclude  all  slaveholders  from  the  communion  of  the  Church.    He  wiabad 
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tthtX  question  also  to  be  met  and  settled,  becaase  the  fiouthem  vuoisters  no  longer 
wished  to  be  embarrasaed  with  the  subject,  and  afflicted  in  theii*  feelings  by  W9 
reproaches  and  attacks  of  the  northern  brethren.  If  the  mind  of  the  General  CoQr 
ference  be  against  the  soatli  on  this  subject^  let  them  say  so  like  honest,  straight- 
forward men,  and  the  south  Would  love  them  the  better  for  it;  or,  if  otherwise,  let 
them  speak  out,  that  they  might  understand  the  matter.  They  could  not  be  trifled 
with,  by  being  dodged  in  this  wa^,  any  longer.  He  represented,  he  believed,  his 
southern  brethren  in  this  expression  oi  sentiment,  and  called  upon  the  conference 
to  meet  the  question  fully,  fi^ly,  and  candidly.    It  ought  no  longer  to  be  avoided. 

Mr.  CrandaU  said  he  did  not  disagree  with  the  brother  who  had  just  sat  dowi^ 
te  to  the  course  that  ou^t  to  be  taken  by  the  cpmmittee  on  this  .question,  and  he 
Crusted  they  would  Present  it  in  that  form  before  the  conference.  The  memorialisti 
were  sincere  in  senoins  their  petitions  to  this  body.  With  reference  to  the  Ne^n^ 
England  Conferences,  ne  could  answer  for  it  that  the  ministers  did  not  take  the 
lead,  but  the  members:  the  ministers  had  not  kept  pace  with  the  people,  and  were, 
not  sufficiently  abolitionists  for  them.  He  denied  that  the  bretmren  on  the  othet 
side  had  not  had  a  patient  heaiing,  and  he  presumed  the  brother  would  not  deny 
liiat  be  had  had  a  patient  hearing  that  OMnung. 

Mr.  Dow  denied  the  heavy  charge  against  the  north-eastern  and  northern  bffethren^ 
implied  in  the  remarks  about  getting  names  to  petitions^ 

-  Mr.  ^icer  claimed^  to  be  of  the  C(ms^iva&ves»  who  were  said  to  have  dod^fed  the 
question,  and  he  denied  the  one-sided  action  alleged  hy  the  brother  from  Vu'gini& 
*rhe  action  of  the  General^  Conference  and  committees  for  the  last  twenty  years  had 
been  decidedly  conservative — the  Discinline  of  the  M.  £.  Church  was  conservative 
It  did  not  say,  in  the  language  of  the  ultras  on  one  side,  that  slavery  is  a  great  n»> 
tkmal  and  social  blessing ;  nor  on  the  other,  that  slaveholding,  under  all  ciicnmstances) 
was  a  sin  against  God,  excluding  a  man  from  the  sacraments  of  the  Church:  from 
the  kingdom  of  srace  and  g^ory :  nor  that  money,  the  result  of  slave-labour,  should 
sot  go  to  the  missionary  treasury,  and  that  it  would  be  polluted  by  contact  with 
Bw>ney  obtained  from  such  souxees :  nor  thaX  the  heathen  must  be  without  the  means 
of  grace  and  a  living  ministiry^  unless  that  ministry  could  be  maintained  by  oontri* 
butions  having  no  connection  with  slavery.  The  slaveholders  would  have.sreat 
difficulty  in  an^  attempt  suddenly,  promiscuously,  and  instantaneously  to  free  tnem- 
e^lves  firom  this  incumbrance.  There  was  a  time  when  the  trade  in  sllives  was  io 
the  hands  of  northern  capitalists,  some  of  whose  present  possessions  were  the  piice 
cf  bloed-^whea  the  man-hunter  and  trader  wrested  from  the  heaitb^stones  of  their 
parents  the  helpless  and  weeping  children.  Now  the  south  did  not  seek  the  oo!&« 
Mscation  of  that  property ;  thejr  only  asked  that  the  evil  should  be  allowed  to  work 
its  own  resulto  under  the  auspices  of  divine  Providence.  Revealed  truth,  acting  on 
the  public  mind,  to  the  promulgation  of  which  the  Methodist  ministty  had  largely 
ccntribnted,  had  done  much  in  bettarinf  the  condition  of  the  southern  slaves,  and 
that  improvement  would  have  advanced  far  beyond  its  present  point)  but  for  this 
continual  agitation.  Agitate— agitate — ^agitate-^nly  threw  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  manumission  they  were  praying  for. 

The  conference  of  1836  said  m  effect,  "  Hands  off" — ^the  responsibility  was  with 
the  slave  states,  and  whenever  irritated  and  chafed  feelings  were  aUowed  to  exist 
between  the  north  and  south,  they  should  soon  be  comp^ed  to  part»  and  it  would 
be  the  death-knell  of  the  republic — break  down  the  fences  of  the  constitatiQn,  and 
let  in  the  most  disastrous  consequences  and  results.  If  the  brethren  from  the  north 
apeak  for  the  people,  they  were  entitled  to  be  heard  pdmhr  and  tem^cuatel^.  He 
cautioned  the  brethren  against  mixing  up  the  question  of  ardent  ^uits  with  this 
subject.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  rale  of  Mr.  Wesley  would  have  been  altered 
before  this,  but  for  being  mixed  up  with  this  unfortunate  question. 

Mr.  Cass  complained  of  the  remarks  of  Dr.  Smith  in  reference  to  the  respect  to 
tvluch  memorials  were  entitled,  and  denied  the  implication  therein  conveyed  against 
bis  brethren  and  himself.  They  had  taken  high  aiui  holy  ground.  They  denied  the 
ti^fat  of  property  in  man.  He  maintained  that  the  people  thought  and  felt  strongly 
OB  the  subject  They  were  weU  informedi  and  undemtood  their  own  action  in  uos 
aiatter.    He  was  not  a  conservative,  nor  in  his  view  was  their  Discipline  conservative. 

Mr.  Ghieen  said  he  was  one  of  the  committee  alluded  to,  and  acknowledged  the 
tight  of  the  Qonference  to  instruct  that  committee  in  their  duty.  They  had  not  re* 
ported  yet,  and  conference  could  uot  say  what  they  would  report,  but  tliey  i^ouldsuff 
uiily,  and  freely,  and  candidlv,  what  they  had  to  say. 

iu.  Adams  thought  it  was  due  to  those  whom  they  raprsse^tpd  to  throw  back  tha 
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onpleuont  impafatioiis  cast  npoti  the  northem  portioiiB  of  the  ctrarclies.    Hd  hopeA 
an  the  delegates  would  do  so.    As  ministers  tney  had  been  pushed  <hi  to  the  con* 
■ideration  of  the  subject  by  the  people.     He  ^hrewback  the  impatatioD. 
The  resolatiaa  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  88  to  7S. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  7. 
Apptcd  of  Francis  A.  Harddnff. 

the  appeal  of  FWicis  A.  Harding,  against  his  sospenskm  by  t]i0  Baltnucm^CaiK 
ference,  was  taken  up. 

Dr.  W«  A.  Smith,  of  Virsinia  Cenference,  condncted  the  appeal  <m  the  part  of 
Mr.  Harding*  Mr.  Collins  Dad  charge  of  the  case  on  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Cot^ 
ference. 

The  secretary  tiien  read  from  the  jomnal  of  the  Baltknore  Conference  the  |no- 
eeedings  ia  tiie  case,  to  the  effect,  "  that  the  name  of  Francis  A.  Harding  havine 
^een  called,  the  preaiding  elder  said  that  he  had  by  marriage  become  coamectel 
with  alairery. 

''  Mr.  Steele  moved  the  reference  of  the  matter  to  a  committee  of  five,  whi^ 
was  adopted* 

"  The  committee  reported  Ihat  Mr«  yarding  had  become  ponseased  of  five  dayes : 
one  named  Harry,  a^ed  52 ;  one  woman,  named  Maria,  aged  50 ;  one  bmo,  named 
John,  aged  22  ;  a  girl,  named  — ,  aged  13,  and  a  cMla,  aged  2  years ;  and  re« 
commended  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  for  adoption  :-^ 
.  **  *  Whereas^  the  Bahimore  Conference  cannot,  and  wiU  not,  totonte  slareiy  in  sbj 
of  its  members, — 

" '  Resolved,  That  brother  Harding  be  teqoired  to  ezecnte  a  deed  of  mafnamii> 
sion,  and  have  the  same  enroUed  in  me  proper  court,  and  give  to  this  conference, 
during  this  present  session,  a  pledge  that  this  ahall  be  done  during  the  presenft 
year.' 

**  Brother  Harding  having  stated  the  impossibility,  with  Ina  views,  of  his  ccmb* 
plience  with  this  resolution,  Mr.  Collins  moved  for  his  suspension  until  he  gave  sid^ 
ficient  assurance  of  his  compliance. 

"•The  matter  was  again  referred  to  a  committee  of  five^  for  farther  inveatigBtion, 
who  reporfed  that  they  bad  entirely  ftikd  to  induce  brother  Harding  to  comply 
with  the  wishes  of  the  conference. 

*'  Brothers  Collins  and  Emory  moved  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adop^ 
ed: — 

**  *  Besolved,  That  brother  Harding  be  suspended  until  the  next  annual  confer- 
ence, or  mstil  he  assures  the  episcopacy  that  he  has  taken  the  necessary  steps  to 
secure  Che  freedom  of  his  slaves.'  *' 

Bishop  Boole.  The  question  wiU  arise,  according  to  the  Discipline,  whe<iher  liw 
General  Conierence  will  admit  ifm  appeal*  • 

On  motion  the  appeal  was  admitted. 

Bishop  Soule  called  upon  the  appellant  to  state  t^e  ground  of  his  appeal. 

Dr.  Smith  saidr^I  appear  before  the  General  Conference,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Appdlant,  to  state  his  case  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  In  entering  upon  this  dnty. 
especially  as  the  case  involves  the  question  of  slavery,  if  is  proper  that  I  sbouU 
^make  some  preliminary  remarks  personal  to  myself.  \  ^ 

I  am  aware,  from  the  use  that  haa  been  mside  of  my  ntane  within  the  last  few 
years  in  various  journals  in  different  sections  of  the  country,  it  is  reasonable  to  so^ 
nose  that  I  entertain  perKmally  hostile  feelings  toward  tlioee  who  differ  from  me. 
i  wish  to  disavow  it.  My  own  opinions  on  the  subject  hove  been  made  up  for  years. 
But  these  opinions  have  never  been  pennitted  with  me,  so  far  as  I  am  oompelent 
to  understand  myself,  to  originate  unchristian  feelings  to  any  honest  man  wtio  dif* 
fen  vnth  me.  I  have  always  held  myself  to  be,  and  now  do,  an  ami-slaveiy  maih— 
ust,  however,  an  abolitionist  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  And  in  this  I  differ  out 
from  my  Methodist  brethren  in  the  ministiy  and  out  of  it.  The  sense  which  I  at- 
tach to  anti-elavery  will,  in  die  course  of  the  observations  I  shall  make  on  the  meh* 
Its  of  this  case,  be  explained.  In  the  present  case  I  do  not  know  if  I  am  not  caOed 
i^n  to  represent  an  abolitionist,  though  a  southern  man  mjyself.  I  do  not  symbo- 
lize with  me  brother  on  the  subject  of  slavery*  I  differ  with  him,  ahaoet  as  widb- 
^  aa  I  do  from  any  aboKCiomst,  north  or  east  And  I  do,  sir,  with  the  mora  dieei^ 
fulness  enter  upon  the  defence  of  this  case,  being  actuated  by  a  sense  of  justice, 
^^""^'^  I  believe,  wl|»tever  may  ha:ve  been  the  design,  (and  I  have  not  a  ac^tvy 
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tloobt  diBt  the  derign  was  a  good  one,)  tfaie  brother  has  been  wronged,  and  deeply 
wronged  by  the  decision  in  ms  case. 

I  learn  nom  the  joamals  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  and  from  his  own  state* 
nent,  that  he  entered  as  a  probationer  in  the  ministry  in  1839,  and  in  1843  was  or» 
duned,  in  the  regular  course,  an  elder  in  t^e  MeUiodist  Episcopal  Church.  On  the 
41th  of  Febroaiy,  in  1844,  he  became  connected  by  marriage  with  Miss  Swan,  in 
the  state  of  Maryland.  At  the  session  of  the  conference  in  March  last  he  was  etJ^ 
ed  up  for  examination,  and  from  the  jonmal  of  that  body  I  learn  his  presiding 
«Ider  stated,  that,  by  his  late  marriage,  he  had  become  connected  with  ^very .  The 
conference  appointed  a  committee  to  investigate  the  subject.  That  committee  re- 
ported. Their  report  yon  have  heard  read ;  It  requires  lum  to  pledge  himselfthat, 
during  the  year,  he  would  execute  a  deed  securing  to  the  slaves  their  liber^. 
These  slaves  belonged  to  his  wife  by  the  demise  of  her  parents.  Let  that  be  dis- 
tinctly remembered.  I  underatand  that  brother  Harding,  for  specific  reasons,  re- 
Ibsed  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  conference.  It  is  due  to  him  to  state, 
that  I  could  have  wished  the  journals  of  the  conference  had  been  kept  as  the  nde 
requires  they  should  be  kept;  that  all  the  questions  and  all  the  answers  put  to  the 
accused  had  been  matter  of  record.  This,  however,  is  not  tiie  case.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  conference  alone,  so  &r  as  regards  the  resolutions  moved  and  adapted^ 
make  up  the  Journals  of  that  conference,  and  by  consequence  we  have  not  the  le- 
^,  authorized  testimony,  required  by  the  book  of  Discipline.  I  must,  therefore* 
vir,  rely  for  the  facts  that  are  important  to  a  due  consideration  of  this  case,  upon 
the  correct  and  honest  inemory  oi  the  representatives  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 
I  thereforo  say  that  if,  in  relating  anything  of  importance,  not  on  the  records  of 
the  conjferenoe,  I  should  be  found  in  their  judgment  in  error — ^for  it  is  not  my  pur- 
pose to  misrepresent  Ae  history  of  this  case — they  will  point  out  the  error.  I  un- 
aerstand  from  the  individual  himself,  and  from  some  members  of  that  conference 
that  when  the  decision  was  read,  he  refused  at  once  to  comply  with  the  demand  cf 
the  conference  on  the  following  grounds ; — 

First.  That  by  the  nature  of  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Mairland  he  did  not  become 
the  owner  of  tiie  slaves.  They  were  held  by  his  wife  by  descent  from  her  parents, 
Bnd  that  he  had  therefore  no  nght  to  execute  the  deed  reauired  by  the  conference. 
Secondly.  That  if  it  were  not  so,  the  laws  of  the  state  oi  Maryland  do  not  permit 
the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  Ubert^,  and  that,  therefbre,  under  the  rule  of  Discipline 
be  was  not  required  to  comply  with  the  condition.  He  maintained,  therefore,  that 
the  j^ledge  was  imi>racticable,  and  contrary  to  the  rule  of  I^scipline ;  and,  thirdly. 
that  It  would  be  in  its  practical  results  inhuman.  And  why  7  Because  the  demand 
if  carried  out  by  him,  without  the  consent  of  these  slaves,  would  separate  parents 
from  children  and  other  friends,  which,  without  their  consent,  he,  as  a  conscientioua 
man,  could  not  consent  to  do. 

But  while  he  thus  refused  a  compliance  with  the  proposed  condition,  he  never- 
theless tendered  to  the  conference  the  following  ple(^e,  in  his  own  name  and  that 
T»f  his  wife,  that  he  would  have  diem  removed  to  the  colony  in  Africa,  or  to  any 
tree  state  in  the  Union,  where  they  might  be  permitted  to  eojor  their  freedom,  al 
-any  time  when  he  could  do  so  wiui  their  consent  But  pledge  himself  to  fulfil  the 
icondition  made  by  the  conference,  with  or  without  their  consent,  and  thus  sever 
the  dearest  ties  on  earth,  he,  as  a  humane  and  conscientious  man,  could  not  consent 
to  do.  I  am  now  relating  what  the  journals  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  should 
have  shown.  Let  the  conference  understand  that  I  am  repeating  the  pledges 
made  by  this  brother  in  my  own  language ;  but  I  submit  it  to  ue  delegation 
*virhether  I  ^ve  substantially  the  pledges  be  gave.  If  not,  correct  me  on  the  spot, 
toad  do  not  leave  me  to  labour  in  the  dark. 

Mr.  GrifSth.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  rave  a  pledge  t6  remove  thorn  to 
ttiy  free  state.  I  hi^e  no  recollection  of  such  a  pledge.  If  tendered,  it  would  have 
been  accepted,  as  perfectly  satisfaetory. 

Mr.  Gere.  Brother  Grmth  may  not  have  heard  the  pledge,  but  he  did,  mor^ 
tban  once,  make  that  pledge  ia  the  presence  of  the  conference. 

Mr.  Collins.  I  attended  to  this  case  with  great  particularity,  and  had  something 
•o  tio  with  it.  If  brother  Harding  ever  made  snch  a  pledge,  it  did  not  reach  my 
ears.  And  when  he  said  that,  with  the  consent  of  his  wife  and  the  slaves,  he 
TTould  send  them  to  Liberia,  I  asked  him  if  that  consent  could  be  obtained,  and  he 
•nawered  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Gere.  Brother  Collins  is  correct  in  saying  that  consent  could  not  be 
obtamed ;  but  I  clearly  recollect  the  point  spoken  to.    He  ipould  have  preferred 
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tending  them  to  Liberia ;  bat  when  the  oonfeience  desired  it,  he  taid  be  ivooU 
permit  them  to  go  to  any  free  state, 

Mr.  Slicer.  1  have  no  recollection  of  hi«  agreeiii^  to  their  going  to  a  free  state  9 
bnt  I  do  distinctly  recollect  that  he  put  the  issue  oftheir  freedom  on  their  consent 
to  go  to  Liberia. 

Mr.  Collins.  On  the  basis  of  two  ifs,  ffhis  wife  and  if  his  slaves  consentBdl, 
neither  of  which  could  he  promise  for. 

Mr.  Davis.  What  is  stated  by  brother  Slicer  is  correct.  He  did  swr,  that  if 
these  coloured  ^rsons  were  wilHng  to  go  to  liberia,  and  if  his  wife  woula  eonsen^ 
he  should  be  willinff  that  they  should  go. 

Dr.  Smith.  Brother  Gere,  do  yoa  recollect  distinctly  whether  brother  Haidiag 
f  aid  as  you  have  stated  7 

Mr.  Gere.    I  think  those  were  the  words,  to  the  best  of  my  lecoIlectiaB. 

Mr.  Drake  said  he  thought  oral  testimony  ought  not  to  be  taken. 

Bishop  Soule.    I  have  admitted  it  at  brother  Smith's  instance. 

Dr.  SmitU .  What  redress  would  there  be  without  this  7  The  laws  reqoiie  that 
the  annual  conference  shall  keep  a  record  of  eveiy  question  and  answer,  both  greaK 
and  small.    Has  that  been  done  7 

Mr.  Collins.  This  small  matter  may  be  disposed  of  at  once.  Brother  Harding 
admitted  &e  fact.  We  wanted  no  testimony,  and  we  took  none.  Brother  Harding 
was  testimony  against  himself 

Bishop  Some.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  have  no  other  pn^>er  testimonT  bnt 
what  is  presented  to  you  in  tl^se  journals  :  that  there  was  not  a  witness  called—- 
no  tesdmonv  given.  Tou  have  heard  the  whole  of  the  matter  so  &r  as  it  is  on  the 
records,  and  it  is,  I  presume,  to  supply  this  defectiveness  that  he  calls  for  thos« 
points  from  the  delegates. 

A  member  made  some  observation,  and  Bishop  Soule  answered  that  Dr.  Smith 
would  call  for  any  witness  he  might  want. 

Dr.  Smith.  I  do  not  know,  sir,  that  I  would  care  to  meet  every  member  of  this 
conference  on  the  subject.  I  know  that  it  is  not  admissible,  but  still  I  have,  my* 
self,  no  particular  objection  to  it.  I  feel  obliged  by  the  reference  made  to  Disci- 
pline. What  is  the  meaning  of  Discipline  7  That  your  journal  should  contain 
every  thin^ — 

Mr.  Colhns.    It  does. 

Dr.  Smith,  (emphatically.)  Stick  a  pee  there.  A  resolution  is  passed  at  the 
Baltimore  Conference,  requiring  the  appeuant  to  submit  to  certain  conditionf.  He 
refrises.  Does  the  journal  state  under  what  circumstances  7  And  do  not  the  merits 
of  the  case  rest  on  the  circumstances  7  Why,  sir,  the  course  pursued  shows  that 
the  matter  rests  just  there.  One  says,  if  Mr.  Harding  had  refused  with  such  a 
declaration,  there  would  have  been  no  dispute  about  it  In  the  judgment  of  all 
who  had  taken  any  interest  in  the  merits  of  this  case,  it  turned  on  the  manner  and 
circumstances  of  ms  refusal.  Then  why  not  record  it  7  It  proves  a  defectiveness 
in  the  journal.  Upon  that  ioumal  we  rely  for  the  prosecution,  and  they  upon  it 
jbr  the  deience.  But  behold  you,  sir,  on  the  very  point  at  issue  it  is  silent !  Who 
shall  suffer  the  wrong  here7  The  appellant  or  the  Baltimore  Conference  7  Who  are  in 
the  wrong  that  the  journal  is  thus  defective  7  I  leave  it  to  this  conference  to  decide, 
every  man  in  his  own  nund.  I  am,  sir,  entitled  to  the  oral  testimony  in  the  absence 
of  the  correct  record  which  it  was  the  duty  of  that  annual  conference  to  frimish  us 
with.  And  that  testimony  goes  to  sustain  us.  What  is  the  testimony  7  "  I  cleazlj 
remember,'*  says  brother  Gere,  **  as  clearly  as  if  I  had  heard  it  this  morning,  tint 
brother  Harding  said,  over  and  over  again,  that,  with  the  consent  of  the  servants, 
he  stood  pledged,  and  pledged  his  w^e,  to  send  them  to  Liberia ;  or,  with  their 
consent,  to  let  them  go  to  any  free  state  in  the  Union." 

Mr.  Collins.  If  you  understood  his  wife  to  be  pledged,  yon  are  certainlx 
mistaken. 

Mr.  Gere,  on  being  appealed  to,  said,  that,  as  distinctly  as  he  could  remember,  the 
words  were,  "  I  pledge  on  my  own  behalf  and  that  of  my  wife,  that,  if  they  con- 
sent, they  shall  go  to  a  free  state." 

Mr.'HiIdt.  I  think  brother  Gere  must  be  mistaken.  Conlerenoe  wi^  deeply 
Interested  in  this  subject,  and  I  think  every  member  would  pay  attuitian ;  and  Ido 
not  recc^ect  that  Mr.  Harding  at  any  time  said  that  he  was  willing,  ¥^  the  con- 
sent of  his  wife,  that  the  slaves  should  go  to  a  free  state. 

Dr.  Smith.  ^  Well,  if  there  were  twenty  present  who  did  not  hear  it,  that  is  no 
proof  that  it  did  not  take  place.     Brother  Collins  was  involved  in  the  matter,  and 
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me  other  bfetfaren  had  their  feelings  warmly  enlisted,  tad  it  is  no  wonder  that  ther 
did  not  hear  all  that  brothet-  Hatding  said  on  this  subject.  I  think  you  will  find 
chat  they  were  so  enlisted  to  carry  oat  their  own  purposes — ^honest  as  they  felt 
they  were— that  they  nrged  the  brother  to  comply  wilii  their  condition,  intending 
to  investigate  the  propriety  of  it  hereafter.  You  cannot  suppose  they  Woold  take 
a  coarse  of  this  kbd  unless  their  feelings  were  excited,  and  so  excited  that  they 
did  not  hear  what  is  in  the  dear  and  distinct  remembrance  of  the -brother  himael£ 
and  of  many  more,  if  we  had  them  all  here.  Others  not  recollecting  it,  is  no  proof 
that  it  did  not  take  place.  But  I  have  positive  proof  that  he  did  m^e  this  aecla* 
ration.  Its  not  appearing  on  the  record  ti  not  our  fault,  but  tiie  &ult  of  the  con- 
ference, and  we  are  entitkd  to  the  positive  testimonv.  I  shall,  therefore,  assume 
&at  brother  Harding  said,  that  with  the  consent  of  tnese  servants,  they  should  be 
sent  to  any  state  where  thfy  could  enioy  their  freedom.  The  conference,  how- 
ever, we  learn,  adopted  the  report  of  the  committee,  notwithstanding  the  pledges 
given  by  Mr  Hardmg— «  report  binding  him  to  make  the  reailired  pledge  of  man- 
omission.  Near  the  close  of  the  conference  his  case  was  called  up,  and  he  again 
re<iaired  to  comply  with  the  decision  of  the  conference.  He  again  refesed.  At 
this  stage  of  thd  proceedings  brother  Steele  moved  a  resolution  to  locate  him.  This 
was  ruled  oat.    (No,  from  Mr.  CoUins.) 

Mr.  Harditag.  There  was  a  resolution  proposed  by  brother  Steele  to  have  me 
located,  and  it  was  ruled  out  by  the  President. 

Dr.  Smith.    And  ruled  out  by  the  President! 

Mr.  Collins.     I  think  it  was  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Harding.  Brother  Steele  made  the  motion,  and  Bishop  Waugh  ruled 
it  out. 

Mr.  Sargent.  I  was  not  the  secretary  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  at  the  last 
session,  but  I  had  a  seat  ^adjoining  brother  Steele  when  he  made  the  motion  to 
locate  him.    Ha  did  withdraw  the  motion,  and  at  my  suggestion. 

Dr.  Bangs.  It  must  be  very  unpleasant  to  the  speaker  to  be  interrupted,  but  I 
wish  to  speak  to  a  point  of  order  m  reference  to  oral  testimony.  Must  not  the 
speaker  confine  himself  to  the  record  ?  If  the  journal  is  not  complete,  the  case  can 
be  qaashed  or  nonsuited,  and  sent  back.  It  is  competent  for  hhn  to  make  that 
appeal,  bat  I  insist  that  it  is  not  in  order  to  travel  out  of  the  record. 

Dr.  Smith.  I  coul4  not  show  that  the  record  is  incomplete  vrithout  reference  to 
oral  testimony. 

Mr.  Early.  What  brother  cannot  see  that  he  is  opening  and  amplifying  his  case  ? 
Will  not  the  Baltimore  Conference  have  the  right  to  do  the  same  in  reply  7  Are  you 
cooatantly  to  stop  him,  and  confine  him  to  the  record  ?  Permit  them  both  to  ampnfy, 
and  let  them  correct  him  at  tiie  proper  time.     . 

Bishop  Soule.  I  should  not  have  permitted  one  of  these  queries  to  be  put  only 
at  the  instance  of  the  speaker,  who  requested  at  the  outset,  that,  if  he  erred,  the  dele- 
gation would  set  him  right  on  the  spot,  to  save  time  and  labour  in  the  premises. 

Dr.  Smith.  Well,  sir,  by  the  testmiony  of  the  brethren,  a  resolution  was  moved 
to  locate,  which,  by  suggestion,  was  withdrawn.  I  wish  the  conference  not  to 
forget  that ;  it  may  appear  that  this  point  has  a  great  deal  to  do  with  the  final  issue. 
Brother  Collins  then  moved  the  suspension  of  the  appellant,  and  brother  Slicer 
moved  for  a  eommittee  farther  to  investigate  the  case.  The  committee  was 
appointed.  They  met,  and  appellant  appeared  before  that  committee,  and  sub- 
mitted the  following  paper  fi-om  William  D.  Merrick,  of  Maryland,  United  States 
senator  from  the  first  congressional  district,  touching  the  legal  points  involved  in 
the  case : — 

t  "  At  the  request  of  Mr.  Harding,  I  have  to  state,  that  under  the  laws  of  Mair- 
land,  no  slave  can  be  emancipated  to  remain  in  that  state,  nor  unless  provision  be  made 
by  the  person  emancipating  him  for  his  removal  frvm  the  state,  which  removal  n^ust 
take  place,  unless  for  good  and  sufficient  reason  the  competent  authorities  grant 
permission  to  the  manumitted  slave  to  remain. 

'<  There  has  lately  (winter  of  1843)  been  a  statate  enacted  bj  the  state  legislature, 
securing  to  married  females  the  property  (slaves  of  course  mcluded)  which  was 
theirs  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  and  protecting  it  firom  the  power  and  liabilities 
ef  their  faasbands.  (Signed)  Wx.  D.  Mekrick.** 

This  was  read  before  the  committee,  but  they  were  so  occupied  in  '^  laboannff  *' 
with  the  brother,  to  brins'him  to  terms  of  submission,  that  it  seems  they  entirelr 
arerio(d[ed  the  opinion  of  this  gentleman,  and  laying  aside  the  legal  view  whicn 
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ilfautnted  the  wlude  case,  proceeded  to  make  np  their  t«port,  fa^rhtf  thattfaey  had 
ftiled  to  reduce  the  brother  to  terms,  though  the  record  shows  tnat  they  were 
appointed  to  ihvtstigtUe  the  case.  Yet  they  report  about  bringmg  him  to  terms, 
^e  conference,  then,  on  motion  of  brothers  Collins  and  Emoiy,  resolved  to  sus- 
pend the  appellant  from  his  ministerial  standinff  until  the  next  session  of  confisreiioe, 
or  such  time  as  he  should  give  satisfaction  to  tne  episcopacy  that  he  had  serared 
,  the  manumission  of  the  slaves.  From  this  decision,  sir,  brother  Harding  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  appeal,  and  is  now  before  the  G^ral  Conference  m  pro- 
secution of  his  desiffu.  I  have  thus  gone  through  the  statement  of  the  case  as  I 
find  it  in  the  jouraaL,  and  from  oral  testimony,  because  of  the  defectiveDess  of  the 
journal  itself. 

The  ground  on  which  I  rest  this  appeal  is  briefly  this : 

First,  The  appellant  violated  no  rule  of  Discipline  in  refusing  to  comply  with  the 
condition  of  the  Baltimore  Conference.  Secondly,  But  on  the  contnuy,  the  nil« 
of  the  Church  makes  provision  in  his  &vour.  Tmrdly,  And,  therefore,  his  saspen- 
sion  is  unauthorized,  and  should  be  reversed. 

If  it  be  tlie  pleasure  of  the  conference  for  me  to  proceed  in  the  investigation  of 
this  subject,  I  propose  to  do  so ;  but  if  thev  think  it  would  be  more  in  order  for 
the  defence  to  respond,  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  give  place  that  they  may  do  ao. 
I  do  not  wish  to  forestall,  and  aik  no  right  more  than  to  state  the  case,  and  Uie 
grounds  of  our  appeal. 

Mr.  Morgan  said,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Grere's  statement,  that  there  had  been  two 
eases  before  the  Baltimore  Conference  involving  the  question  of  slaveiy,  those  of 
Mr.  Harding  and  Mr.  Hansberger.  Mr.  Harding  did  consent  to  send  his  slaves  to 
Liberia,  if  Uieir  consent  and  that  of  his  wife  could  be  obtained;  but  the  other  was 
wiUing  to  emancipate  his,  provided  certain  arrangements  could  be  made. 

Dr.  Smith.    The  ground  we  take  is,. that  the  appellant  violated  no  rule  of  Disel- 

Slino ;  on  the  contraiy,  the  rules  of  the  Church  make  provision  in  his  fovour,  and 
lerefore,  his  suspension  by  the  Baltimore  Conference  ^  is  unanthoritfDd  and 
should  be  reversed.  Because,  under  the  law  of  Maryland,  in  which  sta^  he  maiw 
ried,  he  did  not  come,  by  his  marriage,  to  be  the  owner  of  the  property  which  fell 
to  his  wife.  As^  therefore,  he  was  not  the  owner  of  a  single  slave,  he.  could  not 
manumit  one.  The  conference  required  an  imposaibilitjr.  In  proof  thereof  I  will 
lead^an  opinion  of  Judge  Ke]r.  I  suppose  that  this  conterence  would  have  no  hesi- 
tation about  receiving  the  opinion  of  that  gentleman.     He  says : — 

''  The  Reverend  Nv.  Harding  having  married  Miss  Swan,  who,  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  was  entitled  to  some  slaves,  I  am  requested  to  say,  whether  he  can 
legally  manumit  them  or  not  T  By  an  act  of  Assembly,  no  person  can  manumit  a 
slave  in  Maryland :  imd  by  another^act  of  our  Assemb^,  a  husband  has  no  other  or 
further  right  to  his  wife's  slaves  than  their  labour,  while  he  lives.  He  can  neither 
sell  nor  liberate  them.  Neither  can  he  and  his  wife,  either  jointly  or  separately,, 
manumit  her  slaves,  by  deed,  or  odierwise.  A  reference  to  the  Acts  of  Assemblf 
of  Maryland  will  show  this.  £d]iv«»  KtT. 

''  Prince  George  CotaUy,  April  250,  1844.'' 

I  would  also  refer  to  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Maiylaad^  chap.  293. 

"  Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Oeneral  Aseembly  of  Maryland,  That  fiom 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  any  married  woman  may  become  seized  or  pos* 
sessed  of  any  property,  real  or  of  slaves,  by  flirect  bequest,  demise,  gift,  pnrcluse, 
or  distribution,  in  her  own  name,  and  as  of  her  own  property  \  prowided,  the  same 
does  not  come  from  her  husband  after  coverture." 

Now,  sir,  by  this  late  act  of  Mainland,  a  woman  can  become  an  owner  of  ptiy 
perty  in  her  own  name,  though  married. 

**  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  hereafter,  when  any  woman  possessed  of  apro> 
perty  in  slaves  shall  marry ,^  her  property  in  such  slaves,  and  their  naUiral  increaaey 
shall  continue  to  her,  notwithstanding  her  coverture,  and  she  shall  have,  hold,  and 
possess  the  same  as  her  separate  property,  exempt  fh>m  any  liability  for  the  debts 
or  contracts  of  the  husband." 

Now,  from  this  section,  we  perceive  that  the  property  of  a  woman  does  not  pasa 
to  the  husband,  as  by  the  origmal  law,  and  as  is  probabV  the  case  in  other  stslea 
of  the  Union. 

**  Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enacted.  That  when  any  woman  during  coverture  shaU  beoome 
entitled  to,  or  possessed  of  slaves  by  conveyance,  gpft,  inheritance,  distributioD,  or 
otherwise,  suob  slaves,  together  wim  their  naiUiral  iocreaset  sb^  enore  aikd  hekttf 
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to  tiM  wife  in  like  manner  m  is  above  provided  tM  to  dsves  wladi  alie  may  poaaeet 
at  the  time  of  marriage. 

**  Sec.  4.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  the  control  and  management  of  all  such  Blavea, 
the  direction  of  their  labour,  and  the  receipts  of  the  productions  thereof  shall  remain 
to  the  husband  agreeably  to  the  laws  heretofore  in  force.  All  suits  to  recover  the 
property  or  possessioB  of  such  slaves  ihall  be  prosecuted  or  defended,  as  the  case 
may  be,  in  tne  joint  names  of  the  husband  and  wife ;  in  caM  of  the  death  of  the 
wile,  such  slaves  shall  descend  and  go  to  her  children  and  their  descendants,  sub- 
ject to  the  use  of  the  husband  during  lile,  without  liability  to.  his  creditors,  and  if 
she  die  without  leaving  child]::en  living,  or  descendants  of  such  children  living, 
they  shall  descend  and  go  to  the  husband." 

^^m  these  we  leam,  that,  were  a  husband,  marrying  a  woman  with  slaves,  to 
manumit  those  slaves,  any  person  who  might  inherit  property  from  his  wife  might 
make  him  pay  for  eveiy  one  so  manumitted,  because  of  tne  ii\}ury  done  to  them^ 
such  an  act  of  manumiBsion. 

**  Sec.  5.  Be  it  enacted^  That  the  slaves  owned  by  a  &me  covert  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  may  be  sold  by  the  joint  deed  of  the  husband  and  wife, 
executed,  proved,  and  recorded  agreeably  to  the  laws  now  in  force  in  regard  to  the 
4»mveyance  of  real  estate  of  feme  coverts  and  not  otherwise. 

^ ''  Sec.  6.  And  be  it  etuieted,  That  a  wife  shall  have  a  right  to  make  a  will  and 

S've  all  her  property  or  any  part  thereof  to  her  husband,  and  to  other  persons  with 
fi  consent  of  ue .husband  subscribed  to  said  will;  provided  alvaye,  that  the  wife 
shall  have  been  orivately  examined  by  the  wimesses  to  her  vnll,  apart  uid  out  of 
the  presence  ana  hearing  of  her  husband,^  whether  she  doth  make  the  same  will 
{reely  and  voluntarily,  and  without  being  induced  thereto  by  fear  or  threats  of  or 
pl  usase  bv  said  husband,  and  says  she  does  it  willingly  and  freely ;  provided^  that 
no  will  under  thii  act  shall  be  valid  unless  made  at  least  sixty  days  before  the  death 
4»f  the  testatrix." 

It  is  perfectly  manifest  tiiat  the  opinion  of  Judge  Key  is  correct,  and  that  the 
appellant  in  this  case  did  not  possess  the  right  of  property  in  any  one  of  these  five 
slaves  that  his  wife  held  by  the  demise  of  nter  parents.  The  Baltimore  Conferenoe 
said,  **  Manumit  your  slaves,"  thus  requiring  tnat  appellant  to  dispose  of  property 
that  did  not  belong  to  him :  to  set  at  liberty  those  m  whom  he  htd  no  right,  ana 
over  whom  he  had  no  control  whatever.  Why,  they  might  with  equal  proprie^ 
teU  him  to  unhorse  the  first  Methodist  minister  he  found  on  the  highway,  ana  turn 
the  horse  loose  beyond  the  power  of  his  proper  owner,  or  to  manumit  the  slaves  of 
every  man  in  the  state  as  a  condition  of  holding  his  membership  in  their  body. 
Bifr.  Harding  had  as  much  right  to  the  horse,  bridle,  and  saddle-bags  of  his  brediren 
as  to  the  slaves  in  question,  and  just  as  much  right  to  every  slave  in  the  state  as  to 
Hiese,  and  could  with  as  much  propriety  execute  a  deed  of  manumission  on  their 
behal£  I  sasr,  then,  that  without  doubt  the  Baltimoro  Conference  required  of  him 
to  do  that  which  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  do.  I  am»at  a  loss  to  know  how  that 
conference  could  commit  such  an  error.  It  really  is  so  marvellous  that  I  am  utterly 
at  a  loss  to  account  for  it 

Secondly,  If  the  doctrine  I  have  just  laid  down  could  in  any  sense  be  held  as 
doubtfiil,  tnough  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  possibly  be  so  held,  and  it  should  there- 
fore be  said  that  he  had  property  in  the  slaves  of  his  wife,  then  the  rule  of  Disci- 
fiinet  sect.  10,  pages  209, 10,  makes  provision  in  his  favour. 

**  We  declare  that  we  are  as  much  as  ever  convinced  of  the  ^reat  evil  of  slaveiy ; 
therefore  no  slaveholder  shall  be  eligible  to  any  official-  station  m  our  Church  here- 
a^er,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  fives  vrill  admit  of  emancipation,  and 
permit  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  freedom." 

Now  we  maintain  that,  under  this  provisional  exception  to  the  general  rule  of 
our  Churoh,  he  was  not  required  to  monumit  these  slaves,  because  he  could  not 
legaHy  effect  that  manumission,  even  if  they  belonged  to  him,  in  that  state.  Such 
also  is  expressly  the  meaning  of  the  second  answer :—  ^ 

**  When  any  travelling  preacher  becomes  en  owner  of  a  slave  or  slaves,  by  any 
means,  he  shall  forfeit  his  ministerial  character  in  our  Churoh,  unless  he  execute,  u 
it  be  practicable,  a  legal  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the 
state  m  which  he  lives." 

This  is  a  different  phraseology  expressing  the  same  idea,  and^  has  been  so  decided 
by  the  General  Conference.  A  legal  emancipation !  What  is  the  common<«eDse 
meaning  of  this  ?  Such  an  emancipation  as  will  put  the  slave  in  possession  of  his 
freedom  is  that  state.    Now  could  the  appelant  give  them  snch  liberty  T    I  bold 
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**  And  he  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  hereafter  be  the  dntj  of  ereij  cleik  of  a  conntr 
in  tfaia  Hate,  whenever  a  deed  of  mamimiflnoa  shall  be  left  in  his  c^ee  for  reconK, 
and  of  erery  register  of  wills  in  every  ooonty  of  this  state,  whenever  a  wiS  mann- 
nitting  a  sisve  at  slaves  shall  be  admitted  to  probate,  to  send,  widiin  five  daya 
dierasAer,  (nnder  a  penal^  of  ten  doDars  ibr  each  and  eveir  omission  so  to  do,  to 
be  recovered  before  any  jostice  of  the  peace,  one  half  whereof  shall  00  to  the 
hifonncr,  and  the  other  half  to  the  state,)  an  extract  from  sach  deed  or  wifi,  statinf 
die  names,  number,  and  ages  of  the  slave  or  slaves  so  mamunitted,  a  list  whereof 
in  the  case  of  the  will  so  proved,  shall  be  filed  therewith  by  the  execotor  or  ad- 
ninistrator,  to  the  boaid  of  managers  for  Manrlaoid  for  removing  die  people  of 
colour  of  said  state ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  said  board,  cm  receiving  the  sone^ 
to  notify  the  American  Colonization  Society,  or  the  MarvUnd  State  CcJonization 
Society,  thereof,  and  to  propose  to  soch  society,  that  they  shall  engage,  at  the 
expense  of  said  society,  to  remove  said  slave  or  slaves  so  mamimitted  to  Libeiia; 
and  if  the  said  society  shall  so  engage,  then  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  said  board 
of  managers  to  have  the  said  slave  or  slaves  delivered  to  the  affent  of  soch  society, 
at  such  place  as  the  said  society  shaH  apjfotnt  for  receiving  sach  slave  or  daves,  for 
the  pnrpoee  of  sach  removal,  at  such  time  as  the  said  society  shall  appoint ;  and  in 
ease  the  said  todetf  shall  refase  so  to  receive  and  remove  tbe  person  or  persons  so 
manumitted  and  onered ;  or  in  case  the  said  penon  or  penons  shall  refnsie  so  to  be 
removed,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  board  of  managers  to  remove  the 
said  person  or  persons  to  sach  other  place  or  places  beyond  the  limits  of  this  state, 
as  the  said  board  shall  approve  of,  and  the  said  person  or  persons  shaO  be  willing 
to  go  to,  and  provide  for  their  reception  and  sopport  such  place  or  places  as  the 
board  may  think  necetsaiy,  until  they  shall  be  aofe  to  provide  for  themselves,  out 
of  any  money  that  may  be  earned  by  their  hire,  or  may  be  otherwise  provided  for 
that  purpose ;  and  in  case  the  said  person  or  peraons  shall  refuse  to  be  removed  to 
any  place,  beyond  the  linuts  of  this  state,  and  shall  persist  in  remaining  therein,  then 
it  sfaiul  be  the  duty  of  said  board  to  inform  the  sheriff  of  die  county  wherein  such 
person  or  persons  may  be,  of  such  refusal,  and  it  shall  therennon  be  the  duty  of 
•aid  sheriff  forthwith  to  arrest,  or  cause  to  be  arrested,  the  saia  person  or  persons 
so  refosing  to  emigrate  from  this  state,  and  transport  the  said  perMvn  or  persona 
beyond  the  lunits  Si  this  state ;  and  all  slaves  shall  be  capable  of  receiving  mann- 
imssion  for  the  purpose  of  removal  as  aforesaid,  with  their  consent,  of  wlwtever 
age,  amr  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding." — Chap.  281,  sec.  3. 

We  find  a  supplement  to  this  law  in  1832. 

**  Chap.  145,  Sec.  1. — Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  That 
whenever  the  board  of  managers,  appointed  under  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supple- 
ment,  shall  inform  the  sheriff  of  any  county  of  the  refosal  to  remove  any  person  or 
persons  therein  mentioned,  and  shall  provide  a  sum  sufficient  to  defray  me  remo- 
val  of  said  person  or  persons  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state,  every  sheriff  then 
foiling  to  comply,  within  the  term  of  one  month,  with  the  duties  prescribed  in  the 
diird  secdon  of  the  act  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  fif^  doHars  for  every  person  he  shall 
neglect  so  to  remove,  to  be  recoverable  in  the  county  court  of  his  county,  by  action 
of  debt  on  indictment. 

"  Sec.  2.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
repeal  any  part  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement." 

The  foregoing  if  a  copy,  corrected  by  myself,  from  the  acts  referred  to,  as 
published  in  Doroey's  Laws  of  Maryland.  Gkorgx  H.  Mookb, 

Ass*t  librarian  N.  Y.  Hist.  Society. 

May  6,  1»44. 

Nov7  from  these  laws  it  is  perfecdy  mam'fest  that  if  there  be  a  state  to  which  the 
provisional  exception  of  the  Disciphne  applies,  it  is  the  state  of  Maryland.  The 
kws  of  Virginia  are  not  by  any  means  so  strict.  The  brethren  from  Virgim'a  will 
agree  with  me,  that  they,  are  by  no  means  so  strict.  And  no  one  can  read  these 
laws  vrithont  concluding  diat  it  is  very  difficult  to  manumit  slaves  there,  so  that 
they  can  ez\joy  their  liberty  there ;  that  it  is  indeed  impossible,  so  for  as  the  hiwa 
of  the  state  are  concerned.  And  if  they  are  free  tAere,  it  is  because  the  laws  of 
the  state  are  not  executed.  It  will  be  remembered,  that  it  vras  in  conformity  widi 
the  law  of  the  state  that  this  brother  stated  his  readiness  to  make  a  pledge ;  and 
tba  issue  is  that  he  would  not  pled**^  himself  to  do  that  which  the  laws  focb«le 
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bint  to  do,  wlole  he  wa»  wiDiiig  to  do  what  ihe  laws  bf  the  state  aUowsd,  provided 
the  slaves  had  belonged  to  hhn.  This  then  is  the  issue  between  the  apjpeUaoit  and 
the  Baltimore.  Conference.  He  stated  that  he  was  ready  to  do  that  wmch  the  law 
pitivided  for  under  the  ciiciunstances.  The  question  wul  be,  in  the  mind  of  every 
icandid  heaier,  shall  the  vote  of  this  General  Conference  side  with  the  Baltimore 
Conference  in  demanding  from  this  brother  that  he  »hould  gubmU  to  their  eond^ 
titma  mth(mt  autkorUy  from  ike  rmle$  of  the  Chureh^  in  the  &ce  of  the  very  laws 
of  that  state  that  gave  him  birth,  and  afforded  him  protection  in  his  rights  and 

Srivileges  ?  Or,  sluU  their  decision  be  in  fiivom'  of  the  appelant,  who  st^ed  that 
e  was  ready,  and  did  jpledge  himself  to  fulfil  the  only  condition  in  his  ^ower,  by 
sending  the  slaves  to  Liberia,  or  to  remove  them  beyond  the  Umits  of  the  state  7 

The  third  point  in  the  general  argument  is,  this  constraction  of  the  Discipline  has 
already  received  the  sanction  of  the  General  Conference.  I  allude  to  the  case  of  the 
Westmoceland  local  preachers  four  years  ago.  The  conference  wiU  bear  in  mind 
that  oertadn  members  of  oor  Church  m  the  state  of  Virgioia  appealed  over  and  over 
again  ta  the  Baltimore  Conference,  as  licensed  local  preachers,  for  ordination.  The 
Baltimore  Conference  as  often  responded,  **  We  vnll  not  ordain  yon,  because  yon 
hold  slaves."  The  applicants  said!,  as  oitisens  of  Virginia  they  were  not  bound  to 
ffive  up  their  slaves,  becanse  the  laws  of  their  state  would  not  aUow  them  to  ei^|oy 
nreedom ;  therefore  Uiey  coidd  not  actually  give  them  freedom,  and  that  this  clanse 
of  iHsdpline  made  provision  for  their  case.  The  Baltunore  Conference  maintained 
a  different  doctrine,  as  you  verv  well  know.  The  discussion  was  painfully  pro- 
tracted. It  involved  a  great  deal  of  feeling  within  the  bounds  of  the  Baltimore  COD> 
fereuce.  The  complaisuants  first  went  to  the  General  Conference  at  Cincinnati  in 
1836,  and  asked  to  oe  imited  to  the  Virgiuia  Conference,  but  the  Baltimore  fiienda 
<H>posed.  They  were  clever  feUowv,  and  could  not  be  spared,  &ouffh,  according  to 
the  doctrines  held  by  the  Baltioxire  Conference,  they  were  practically  sinnens.-  But 
now  they  were  very  clever  fellows !  I  know,  sir,  that  an  unworthy  motive  could 
not  enter  the  bosom  of  the  members  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  on  a  subject  of 
the  kind ;  but  because  of  the  unfortunato  and  unfiiendlv  aspect  of  the  case,  it  was 
believed  in  Virginia,  much  to  the  discredit  of  the  B^txmore  Conference,  that  it 
was  because  of  the  loaves  and  fishes.  Well,  sir,  fiuHng  in  their  application  to  the 
Cincinnati  Conference  of  1836,  they  came  up  to  the  General  Comerence  at  Badci- 
more  in  1840,  and  asked  ^em  to  vindicate  their  rights  by  settling  this  issue.  The 
General  Conference  referred  the  memorial  to  an  able  committee,  of  which  Dr. 
Bascom  was  chairman--Hi  committee  fbUy  competent  to  respond  to  the  memoriaL 
Their  report  was  submitted  to  the  General  Conference,  and  adopted  by  them.  The 
whole  of  it  has  been  published.  It  contains  an  able  and  conclusive  argument 
vindicating  the  constructicn  put  upon  the  clause  of  the  Discipline  by  the  memor^ 
ahsts,  and  concludes  vrith  the  following  resolution:^ 

**  Besolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annftal  conferences,  in  General  Con- 
ference assembled,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the  general  rule  of 
the  Church  on  the  subject  of  slaveiy,  the  simple  holdmg  of  slaves,  or  mere  owners 
ship  of  slave  property,  in  states  or  tenitories  where  the  laws  do  not  admit  of 
emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy  6reedom,  constitutes  no  Wal 
barrier  to  the  election  or  ordination  of  ministen  to  the  various  grades  of  office 
known  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  cannot,  therefore, 
be  considered  as  operating  any  forfeiture  m  right  in  view  of  such  election  or  ordi> 
nation." 

This,  sir,  viras  adopted  by  the  General  Conference.  And  if  language  can  settle 
any  point  on  earth,  the  language  of  this  resolution  goes  to  settle  the  construction 
we  have  put  on  this  rule  of  Discipline,  viz.^  that  me  brethren  holding  slaves  in 
€bose  states  thai  do  not  permit  the  liberated  slave  to  ezijoy  fireedom,  are  not,  under 
the  Disoi^tine  of  our  Church,  required  to  emancipate  their  slaves. 

Now,  sir,  I  beg  to  call  the  attention  of  the  conference  to  this  point.  This  action 
of  the  General  Conference  was  intended  finally  to  settle  a  long-contested  issne 
between  the  Baltimore  Conference  and  certain  members  of  the  Church,  end  does 
It  not  settle  it  fairly  and  unequivocally  ?  I  appeal  to  this  conference,  if  it  were  to 
be  looked  for  that  an  annual  conference,  cherishing  due  respect  for  the  decisions  of 
the  General  Conference,  should  proceed  within  four  years  after  the  passage  of  this 
very  resolution  to  trample  it  under  their  feet,  and  act  on  another  construction  of  the 
rale  of  Discipline,  defining  the  terms  of  membership,  and  thus  throw  overboaul 
one  of  their  own  bodyf  Was  this  to  be  expected?  So  far  as  I  feel  myaalf 
entided  to  any  judgment  in  this  matter,  I  say  it  was  not]    The  act  was  wnxngt 


36  Debates  tu  :ke 

and  we  had  a  right,  under  the  circmnstraices,  to  expect  that  the  Bakbnore  Co»- 
ference  would  not  thtui  have  disregarded  the  decicioa  of  the  General  Confinenoe. 
I  take  it  upon  me  to  sa^,  that  >he  decision  referred  to  settled  that  point;  and  1^ 
sppellazit  was  not  requu^ed  under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Marylmd,  and  xmdar 
that  decision  upon  our  laws  of  Discipline,  to  manumit  these  alares,  because  the  act 
would  not  secure  their  freedom.  I  need  not  stop  to  notice,  that,  though  tint  law 
was  passed,  and  that  report  and  resolution  adopted  for  the  gOTemment  of  the  Bal» 
•f     timore  Conference,  theyhrfve  never  ordained  tnese  men. 

Mr.  CoUins.    That's  the  feet.    It  was  no  law ;  it  vras  only  a  resolution. 

Dr.  Smith.  We  maintain,  therefore,  that  the  refusal  to  comply  with^the  demand 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference  was  no  Tiolation  of  the  rules  of  Discipline,  and  idso, 
that  as  a  conscientious  and  humane  man,  Mr.  Harding  could  do  no  more  than  he 
proposed  to  do.  It  is  admitted  by  all  the  delegation  that  he  was  ready  to  send 
■  every  one  of  these  slaves,  with  their  consent,  to  Liberia.  What  more  coud  he  do, 
as  a  humane  mani  Should  he  send  them  there  without  &Mr  consent?  Should  he 
separate' parents  azid  children  and  their  friends,  without  their  consent,  and  compel 
ihem  to  mid  refuge  in  the  bosom  of  Africa?  Should  he  have  done  so?  He  was 
willing  so  to  do,  vith  their  consent,  and  I  ask  what  more  could  humanity  ask  or 
Christianity  require  ?  Let  me  at  this  point  briefly  examine  the  requisitions  noade 
u^n  him.  They  wanted  him  to  hold  two  of  the  slaves  in  perpetual  bondage. 
Did  you  mark  that  ?  Yes !  the  decision  of  that  conference  required  him  to  hold 
two  of  the  slaves  in  perpetual  bondage,  tine  till  he  was  28  and  two  till  they  were 
23 !  Now,  sir,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  what  eastern  man,  consistendy  with  his  princi- 
ples, can  vote  to  sustain  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  this  instance  ?  Stick  to  your 
principles,  abide  by  them,  and  ^ou  cannot  sustain  them  in  their  action !  On  the 
other  nand,  Harding,  on  ^e  principle  of  the  most  ultra  eastern  member  here, 
pledges  himself  to  let  them  so  to  Africa  or  any  free  state.  What  more  could  he 
do  ?  What  more  would  the  uws  permit  him  to  do  ?  And  what  eastern  man  will 
fail  to  sustain  him  in  this  ?  He  intended  this,  and  does  now  intend  it,  so  far  as  he 
^las  a  right  to  control  his  movements  on  the  sulnecL 

My  tmrd  general  ground  is,  that  the  spirit  of  our  Discipline  does  not,  any  more 
than  the  letter  of  it,  justify  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  their  suspension  of  dns 
brother.  The  spirit  of  the  Discipline  is  a  vague  term,  but  I  may  explain.'  I  uesn, 
then,  that  the  general  design  and  tendency  of  the  rules  of  our  Discipline  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  do  not  justify  that  conference  in  their  course.  I  hold  that  the 
rules  of  our  Discipline  on  this  subject  are  exclusively  conservative.  The  whole 
Discipline  is  conservative,  and  I  chum  to  be  a  conservative  myself.  I  stand  by 
i  Methodist  Discipline ;  and  if  any  man  claims  to  be  conservative,  and  will  not  stand 
I  on  the  same  broad  platform,  I  deny  that  he  is  one,  and  will  contest  it  eveiy  inch. 
-  I  repeat,  our  Discipline  is  conservative.  Hear  it.  "  What  shall  be  done  for  the 
extirpation  of  the  evil  of  slave^  ?  Ans.  1.  We  declare  that  we  are  as  much  as 
ever  convinced  of  the  great  evil  of  slavery."  I  believe  it — ^with  all  ray  heart  I 
snbcsribe  to  it  And  I  can  repeat  that  language  with  a  feeling  that  none,  except 
those  from  the  south,  like  circumstanced,  can  possibly  do.  I  say  it  is  an  evu, 
because  I  feel  it  to  be  an  evil.  And  who  cannot  say  the  same  tliat  has  trod  the 
soil  of  the  south  ?  It  is  an  evil.  The  Discipline  declares  the  truth,  the  whc^ 
truth,  and  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  case,  nothing  but  the  truth ;  and  a  truth  which, 
from  our  connection  with  the  subject,  we  are  not  ashamed  to  own,  nor  afraid  to 
proclaim  on  the  housetops,  here  or  elsewhere.  Is  not  this  enough  7  What  mora 
can  the  brethren  ask  ?  What  more  would  they  ask  from  the  sou£  as  a  okcrifice  on 
the  altar  of  union  than  this  broad,  unqualified  declaration?  This,  sir,  is  unqnea 
tionably  conservatism.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  such  conservatism  as  is  renreaented  by 
the  cabs  of  your  city,  always,  when  the  horse  is  taken  out,  letting  down  on  one 
side.  No,  su*,  that  is  not  uie  principle  of  conservatism,  for  conservatism  always 
involves  principles  appopriate  to  two  sides.  On  the  other  hand,  I  should  say 
that  while  the  Disciphne  deprecates  the  evil  of  slaverer,  it  requires  the  membefa 
of  the  Church  within  those  states  to  conform  their  action  to  the  rules  or  laws  of 
I  tiiose  states  in  which  thev  live.  This  is  assuming  the  doctrine  that  though  dawry 
is  an  evil,  and  a  ^T<f&t  evil,  it  is  not  necessarily  a  sm.  There's  the  otiier  side  of  tm 
question.  And  is  it  not  clearly  so  ?  Now,  we  of  the  south  take  both  sides  of  the 
oaestion— it  is  a  great  evil,  it  U  not  neces»arilv  a$in;  and  we  ask  no  more  of  yon. 
But  we  maintain  that  it  is  not  a  sin,  and  we  demand  this  concession  on  your  part. 
They  are  conservatives  who  take  both  sides,  and  not  tiiose  who  are  one-sided  ia 
tlieir  doctrine,  practice,  aod  votoa. 
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•  To  recur  to  die  principles  or  poeition  we  hare  hist  laid  down  :•— we  say  tiiat  alacve- 
ty  is  an  evil,  and  that  sonthem  people  know  ana  feel  it  to  be  an  evil.  Who  knows 
how  mach  the  shoe  pinches  but  he  who  wears  it  ?  And  who  more  than  we  wlio 
have  been  compelled  to  submit  to  it,  from  our  cradle  to  the  present  moment;  and 
on  whom  the  wrong  has  been  infficted  by  these  very  bretl^n  of  the  north — ^the 
'  north,  who  refuseHo  help  us  in  this  our  calamity.  Who  know  it  so  well  to  be  an 
evU,  as  liiey  who  but  a  ww  years  ago  were  ready  to  take  legislative  action  on  the 
subject?  In  1831,  so  rife  was  the  popular  feehng  and  die  popular  Sentiment  on 
this  subject,  that  there  is  not  a  doubt — so  sorely  did  we  in  Virnnia  feel  the  evil—* 
that  long  before  this  day  some  act  of  gradual  manumission  woiud  have  passed  but 
for  l2iat  which,  after  all,  may  prove  to  have  been  llie  happy  interference  of  northern  -' 
abotitionistB.  I  know  this  is  strange  ground  for  you  to  near  me  take ;  but  which  I  ', 
tidnk  I  shall  make  as  clear  as  the  bght  of  heaven  to  the  mind  of  every  candid  hear* 
or  in  this  conftnnence. .  We  felt  the  evils  and  groaned  under  them  so  deeply,  and  ' 
so  heartily  did  we  Ions  to  get  rid  of  them,  that  from  the  debates  in  1831,  in  the  Vvs 
ginia  legislature,  and  me  popular  sentiment  expressed  in  the  pulpit  and 'through  the  '. 
press,  no  doubts^  were  entertained  that  the  state  was  about  to  adopt  immediate  > 
measures  for  its  'eradual  extirpation.  Eighteen  thousand  dollars  |^  annum  were 
appropriated  to  advance  the  colonization  interest  only  as  an  intimation  that  any  rea- 
sonable claim  for  colonization  upon  the  treasuiy  of  Virginia  should  be  honoured. 
Why  was  it  not  carried  out  ?  Why,  just  at  this  juncture,  when  the  bow  of  promise 
was  beginning  to  span  the  heavens,  and  the  long-prayed-for  hour  was  about  to  come 
upon  us  in  ui  its  glory— behold  this  dark  cloud  rises  in  the  north  and  east,  and 
laottgh  but  the  size  of  a  man's  hand  in  the  beginning,  it  increased  and  passed  over 
tile  whole  north !  It  flung  the  daiic  shadows  of  its  coming  events  over  the  moral 
hemisphere  of  the  south,  and  mantled  all  in  sackcloth  and  mourning !  The  tide  of  co- ' 
Ionization  was  arrested— it  rolled  back,  and  the  friends  of  die  cause  were  left  to  mourn 
over  their  disappointments.  And  yet  in  the  face  of  all  this,  results  have  shown  that 
while  God  never  can  direct  anythm^  that  is  wrong,  yet  fa^  hand  was  in  this  mat- 
ter, in  permitting  the  error,  or  toe  wickedness,  I  will  not  say  which,  to  bring  about 
a  good  result.  At  that  very  time  your  agents  in  Liberia,  resident  coloured  men, 
wrote  back,  ''  Stay  your  hand.  If  you  are  not  more  select  in  the  choice  of  those 
you  send  here,  we  shall  be  reduced  to  a  heathen  state.  Send  us  colonists,  but  send 
oa  select  men.     Don't  send  i)s  corn-field  hands — ^they  are  not  fit  for  freedom." 

This,  sir,  was  a  wise  and  a  sage  remark ;  not  the  result  of  profound  philosophical 
investiffation,  it  is  true,  but  the  spontaneous  promptings  of  practicftT  observation. 
And  what  is  the  principle  on  which  it  operates  ?  Why,  that  in  forming  a  colony 
vou  can  pour  into  it  a  heterogeneous  mass,  only  so  for  as  it  can  be  receive  into  the 
foody  poUtic,  and  impait  strength  and  rigour  to  the  body.  But  if,  instead  of  impart- 
ing strength,  they  give  their  own  character  to  the  body,  the  consequences  wiU  be  cer- 
tarn  ruin  and  destruction.  I  will  give  you  an  illustration.  I  hesitate  not  to  say,  and' 
many  will  sustain  me  in  declaring,  that  if  the  amount  of  vice  and  ignorance  frtim 
Catholic  Europe,  and  particulcuiy  Ireland,  now  poured  like  a  flood  into  the  bosom 
of  this  vast  republic,  uid  swept  mto  the  infant  colonies  of  Jamestown  or  Plymouth 
Rock,  never  would  you  have  seen  this  &ir  republic  spring  up,  striking  its  roots  deep 
in  the  soil,  and  spreading  its  branches  from  Maine  to  Mississippi,  axiid  from  the  At- 
lantic almost  to  me  Pacific  Ocean.  But  now,  since  this  country  has  grown  up  to 
maturity,  and  taken  ihe  elevation  and  power  of  a  great  state,  we  can  take  in  tiSese 
vast  crowds,  and  jret  our  political  ana  moral  character  remains  unharmed.^  The 
firm  bases  of  our  civil  institutions  are  unmoved ;  the  deep  foundations  of  social  and 
civil  life  have  not  been  reached ;  and  vre  are  privileged  to  cherish  the  hope  that 
time,  in  its  rapid  roll,  will  but  strengthen  and  perpetuate  our  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  while  we  continue  to  be  an  asylum  for  tne  ignorance,  vice,  infidelity,  and 
what  is  worse  than  all  combined,  the  Popery  of  Europe.  Now,  had  Liberia  been 
so  colonized,  it  would  have  been  ruined.  Such  a  mass  as  Virginia  was  rapidly  pour^ 
ing  into  it  would  have  reduced  it  to  its  original  heathen  conmtion.  What  prevent- 
ed such  a  result  7  The  abolition  excitement,  and  nothing  else.  Thanks  to  tl^m, 
tiien,  that  we  have  a  coIoot  on  the  coast  of  Africa  to  spread  itself  out,  and  yet  be- 
oome  an  asylum  for  every  freed  slave  if  he  pleases  to  go  there ;  and  I  pray  God  that 
_be  may  speed  the  happy  day.  I  ^m  aware  that  our  abolition  bretl^en  never  in- 
~  tended  this,  and  therefore  they  may  be  compared  to  an  enemy  who  plunges  a  dag- 
ger into  your  side,  but  which  only  opens  some  dangerous  abscess.  And  you  are 
mistaken  if  you  think  I  have  any  animosity  asainst  abolition  brethren.  I  beUevo 
God  wi!l  use  them  as  instruments,  bad  or  ^^ooa,  as  they  mny  be. 
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No^»  wtt  I  baye  enlarged  for  a>parpoae'  whkiL  oaqnot  fcil  Id  ltt¥»  been  Benaerr- 
ed.  I  a«k,  again,  who  are  the  conservadvea  7  Those  who  mahfilnin  one  liae  of  tlia 
DiacipUne,  that  slavery  is  a  great  evil,  but  will  not  concede  the  principle  that  it  w 
not  necessarily  a  «ia  7  or,  are  they  the  conservatives  who  t^e  both  sides  of  the 
book  ?  Such  is  a  conservative,  and  all  who  sjmbolize  with  him.  I  have  heard  a 
different  doctrine  from  a  very  miezpected  qoarter.  The  case  hal  been  put  with  the 
abolitionists  proper  standing  at  one  extreme,  the  southern  portion  oTtbe  Church 
Branding  at  the  other  extreme,  distinguished  by  holding  this  doctrine,  that  sUnrety 
is  a  ftreat  political  and  social  blessing.  Sir,  did.  you  ever  hear  that  doctrine  advo> 
'»tea  by  a  southern  minister  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  your  life  7  I  declare  lo 
vou,  I  never  heard  such  a  doctrine  before.  Forty-one  years  have  passed  over  my 
head,  twenty  of  which  have  been  devoted  to  the  service  of  the  Methodiat  £piaoo> 
pal  Church,  as  a  southern  minister,  preaching  to  the  master  and  the  slave ;  and  neTer 
in  my  life  did  I  hear  that  doctrine  until  I  heard  it  imputed  to  southern  brothren 
on  the  floor  of  this  conference,  from  a  man,  too,  who  claimed  to  be  a  conservative 
—a  middle  man,  standing  between  the  two  extremes,  like  a  mediator,  i>utting  faif 
bands  on  both,  and  bid(Sng  them  be  reconciled.  If  I  understand  it  rigbdy,  the 
Discipline  is  conservative,  because  it  occupies  the  middle  ground  between  the  two ; 
asid  BO  stand  the  southern  men.  The  difference  between  us  and  either  extreme,  is 
just  the  difference  between  plain  right  and  plain  wron^.  There  is  a  clear,  bold, 
vigorous  line  of  demarcation.  The  partition  wall  betwixt  right  and  wrong  is  as 
high  as  heaven,  and  it  must  be  scaled  before  an  entrance\can  be  made  from  the 
right  to  the  wrong.  If  you  belong  to  us,  take  the  ground  of  the  Discipline  and  law. 
You  make  an  imaginary  extremity,  and  then  assume  to  yourselves  to  be  middle  meik 
Now  on  this  broftl  platform  the  southern  Church  stands : — Slaveiry  is  a  ereal  evil, 
but  beyond  our  control ;  yet  not  necessarily  a  sin.  We  must  then  quieUy  subnit 
JL  to  a  necessity  which  we  cannot  control  or  remedy,  endeavouring  to  cany  the  Gospel 
**      of  salvation  to  both  masters  and  slaves. 

Ultra  anti-slavery  men  deny  the  great  principles  assumed,  and  maintain  the  dofr> 
trine  that  slavery  is  necessarily  a  sin  under  all  circumstaaces.  And  now  for  the  ^ 
plication  of  the  whole  subject  to  the  case  in  hand.  I  regret  to  declare  that  it  is  my 
holiest  conviction,  that  all  the  actidn  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  this  case  sym- 
bolizes with  the  principles  of  ultra-abolitioniBm.  The  Discipline  of  the  Church,  I 
have  shown,  clearly  recognizes  this  brother  in  the  relation  m  which  he  stands  to 
slavery.  The  laws  of  Maryland  do  not  make  him  the  possessor  of  slaves.  And  yet 
the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  requires  him  to  manumit  them— 4he  slaveB 
that  he  never  owned.  A  legal  opinion  was  nven  in  and  confirmed,  and  yet  they 
persisted  in  their  demand !  How  could  they  do  that  on  the  principle  of  the  conser- 
vative character  of  our  Discipline  7  They  could  not,  yet  they  did  it,  deariy  on  the 
doctrine  that  slavery  is  a  sin  under  all  circumstances. 

The  first  argument  brought  by  the  advocates  of  this  position  is,  that  slavery  is 
wrong  in  the  abstract.  What  is  slavery  7  Why,  in  its  very  nature  it  is  a  concrete 
act.  What  is  it  when  taken  abstractly  7  Why,  it  is  the  act  taken  away  from,  sfl  its 
drcumstanoes.  Take  away  from  slavery  all  its  circumstances,  and  how  will  any 
man  predicate  right  or  wrong  of  such  a  thing  7  It  is  neither  right  nor  is  it  wrong, 
abstracted  from  its  circumstances.  But  perhaps,  in  common  parlance,  slavery  in  toe 
abstract  is  the  simple  overt  act  of  slavery,  which  is  inseparable  from  circumstanoes. 
Yet  we  will  take  it  so,  though  it  is  a  sort  of  hair-splitting  businesa  It  is  then 
the  government  of  man  by  physical  force.  Is  it  anytning  more  7  Can  it  posnl^ 
be  anything  law  7  And  will  you  undertake  to  say  that  me  government  of  man  by 
physical  force  is  wrong  7  ^  Government  by  physical  force !  Why,  the  inhabitants  of 
s^  oina  Sing  prison  are  detained  there  by  physical  force,  aod  vrithout  their  oonseBt. 
f  Ana  will  you  undertake  to  wj  that  sucu  control  of  man  by  physical  force  is  wrong  T 
I  imagine,  sir,  that  no  one  ^oll  say  that.  What  is  true  en  an  abstraction  in  this 
sense  7  Why,  that  it  is  right  or  wrong  according  to  its  circumstances,  as  with  mnr- 
der.^  Murder  its^  is  wrong.  Mun&r  in  the  abstract  is  neither  right  nor  wrong. 
Taking  life  is  right  or  wrong  according  to  its  circumstances.  And  ifthe  abstract  or 
overt  act  of  takmf^  lifo  be  done  aocoromg  to  the  established  laws  of  the  country,  cr 
in  self-defence,  it  is  taking  life  on  a  correct  principle.  If  done  oontrary  to  law  or 
with  malice  aforethought,  it  is  murder,  and  tnerefore  wrong.  And  so  with  slavery. 
It  is  right  or  wrong,  to  be  justified  or  condemned,  acoordii^  to  its  circumstaaces. 

A  second  argument  on  the  abstract  question  is,  that  what  is  wron^  in  the  begin 

;    sing  can  never  become  right  by  continuance.    Applied  to  slavery  it  is  this.    It  was 

wrong  to  bring  these  slaves  from  Africa,  and  it  can  never  be  right  to  detain  tbsai 
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bm.    Tbis  is  lakein  priaciple  and  m  practice;  for  if  ifaard  be  lasuptwnap&m  in 

politicA  by  wbicb  things  once  wrong  become  right,  then  all  the  clunui  And  poeseft' 
iioDs  of  ue  present  seneration  are  wronffi  and  to  this  day  founded  in  injustice  and 
oppression.  And  wherefore  7  Beoinse  uiere  is  scarcely  a  eovenunent  now  on  the 
earth  that  has  not  had  its  origin  in  robbery,  oppresoon,  ancL  wrong,  more  or  less  ( 
and  if  these  can  never  change,  why  the  possessions  of  manlall  over  the  world  remeia 
held  in  crime  to  this  day !  Take,  for  example,  the  Norman  conquest  of  E^land— 
as  lawless  a  sweep  of  robbery  as  any  that  ever  darkened  the  pages  of  history-— «nd 
if  this  doctrine  be  correct,  there  is^not  a  legal  claim  in  existence  in  En^andto  oao 
foot  of  her  soil.  Take,  sir,  the  conquest  of  your  own  count«y— save  my  own  native 
statei  and  I  am  proud  to  make  an  exception  m  her  favour — ^the  Indian  is  the  crigioal 
owner  of  the  sou  from  which  he  was  oriven ;  of  the  soil  that  gave  him  birth ;  and  at 
this  very  day,  the  land  where  sleep  his  fathers  badk  to  unluiown  gi^nerations,  this 
land  is  Aas,  not  yours ;  apd  Sf  the  principle  laid  down  is  just,  give  him  back  the  lighta 
he  once  ei\joyed,.aDd  the  land  that  was  his  dear  and  sociid  home. 

But,  we  say,  that  it  is  indispensable  to  the  well  bdng  of  human  society,  that 
there  be  principles  of  prescriptive  right  acknowledged  and  acted  upon,  and  that 
the  ori^nal  wrong  should  ultunately  become  right,  when  the  redress  of  that  wrong 
wocJd  mflict  a  greater  evil  than  the  ori^mal  wrong.  So  slavery  may  have  had  A 
origin  in  wrong,  cruelty,  oppression,  sikL  robbeiy ;  yet  if  the  redress  of  that  wrong 
would  be  a  greater  evil  than  the  wi;ong  itself,  then  it  is  to  be  asramed  as  right. 
And  it  remains  with  the  opposition  to  show  that  the  wrongs  can  be  redressed 
without  interfering  more  prcgudicially  with  the  institutioiis  ot  society.  Does^  any 
one  doubt  that  the  patriarch  Abraham  was  a  slaveholder,  or  that  slavery  existed 
among  the  Jews,  and  that,  too,  under  the  divine  sanction  and  by  divine  appoint* 
ment  7  Of  that  w^  are  assured  wl  the  authority  of  God's  word*  But,  then,  we  are 
sure  that  the  Divine  Bein£  could  neither  appoint  nor  sanction  anything  that  was 
in  itself  independently  ana  absolutely  wrong,  it  must,  ^erefore,  nave  been  rights 
under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  Abraham  and  of  the  Jewish  nation.  And  what 
was  right  m  one  instance  may  be  right  in  another.  What  were  the  circumstances 
under  which  slavery  was  in  these  cases  we  know  not— no  man  kBOws-4>ut  we  vb% 
bound  to  allow  the  fiust. 

What  was  true  on  the  subject  of  slavery  in  the  days  of  the  apostles  7  In  Gteeoe, 
at  that  time,  there  were  about  ninety  slaves  to  every  four  hundred  fireemen,  that 
is,  about  one-fifth  of  the  whole  population  were  slaves ;  and  Bome  was  at  that  tima 
the  greatest  slave-market  in  the  world,  where  miUions  were  bought  and  sold  under 
the  reign  of  the  Cesars.  Now  the  system  of  slavery  in  those  days  was  the  most 
unhaUowed  that  is  recorded  on  the  }Niges  of  history;  and  they  must  know  UttLa 
indeed  of  American  slavery  who  put  it  on  a  footing  with  that  of  Gbeeoe  and  Soma. 
Now^if  in  the  davs  of  Chnst  it  passed  unreproved,  though  existing  in  a  bold  and 
palpable  form — ^if  there  were  no  warning  epistles  written  to  the  Churches  on  tha 
subject  at  the  instance  of  the  apostles,  surely  it  is  &ir  to  oonolude  that  it  is  not 
"  necessarily  a  sin."  They  could  not  but  be  cognizant  of  its  axistenoe^  since  &L 
Paul  himself  recognizes  the  relation  of  master  uid  servant  or  slave  on  the  same 
principles  that  he  did  the  civil  government.  This  was  an  absolute  monarchy.  Tha 
Cves  of  his  subjects  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  sovereign ;  St.  Paul  was  in  the  hands 
of  the  civil  power,  and  don't  you  suppose  that  he  saw  and  fislt  Ute  evils  of  so  des» 
potic  a  government  7  And  so  with  slavery.  The  particular  authuit^  of  the  mAitar 
over  the  slave  was  a  great  evil,  y&i  Paul  acknowledged  both  the  d^  govenunent 
and  the  system  of  slavery.  He  required  all  Christians  to  submit  to  the  civil  author 
rity,  oSenaive  as  it  was ;  and  he  required  all  maaters  to  treat  their  slaves  as  beoama 
masters,  and  slaves  to  be  obedient  to  their  masters.  What  did  he  intend  by  all 
this  7  Wh^,  that  it  was  his  duty  as  a  minister  to  preach,  and  watoh,  and  labour, 
and  thus  bring  about  that  state  of  things  in  socie^  ^t  would  bast  indioate  tha 
necessity  for  a  different  form  of  government,  and  a  different  state  of  society.  Aa  a 
private  jcitizen  he  might  .have  fallen  out  with  the  government,  as  a  matter  oonoemr 
1^  his  own  personid  and  private  feelings ;  but  as  a  minister  of  the  Church  be  fob 
it  his  duty  to  pursue  that  course  which  would  make  a  different  form  of  govermneiit 
as  practicable  as  it  is  at  all  times  desirable.  So  we  of  the  south  see  in  slaveiy  aa 
evil ;  but  in  the  circumstances  we  feel  justified  in  our  course,  and,  indeed,  oanaot 
avdd  it.  And  we  feel  that  we  should  be  doing  an  infinitely  greater  wrong  by  altevv 
ing  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  under  present  and  existing  cmHUQStaaoes.    Our  datv 

as  a  Church  and  as  ministers  is  to  '  ^ ^'   ~  '    ^-^       »^  -*^ "^ 

servant    Gro  preach  among  them. 


Br  present  and  existmg  cmHUQStaaoes.    Uur  (Utv 

labour  by  preaching  to  Uess  both  master  ana 

Get  master  and  sarraat  both  courerted,  ana 
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dniB  tiriiig  about  a  di£Bbreat  state  of  things,  and  then  a  dHTerant  state  of  soeiety  wlb 
be  practicable  as  well  as  desinible»  and  thus,  and  thns  only,  can  we  occopy  the 
bread  conserratiye  platform  of  our  Discipline. 

They  affirm  of  slaveir  in  the  sonth,  that  its  origin  was  wicked— that  the  daviea 
were  jrst  aoquired  at  the  expose  of  oor  brother^s  blood.  Admit  it  all.  Tet  fbiB 
band  of  God  is  above,  and  it  is  his  to  orermle  ererytbing  for  good.  Go  with  me 
to  the  southern  plantation,  where  oar  missionaries  have  been  preaching  fin-  years ! 
Come  with  me  diroagh  the  length  and  breadth  of  Ibis  land !  Converse  with  the 
slaves  on  the  subject  of  religion,  and  you  will  find  thousands  **  clothed  and  in  thefr 
right  nnnds'* — ^happy  in  the  love  of  God.  Their  condition  is  better,  a  thonsaoid 
times  better,  than  n  tney  had  remain^  in  Africa.  They  would  there  have  sunk  lovrer 
and  lower,  without  any  knowledge  of  a  Saviour,  for  there  can  be  little  doubt  tiaft 
had  not  their  bondage  and  slavery  awakened  the  sympathies  of  mankind  in  their 
behalf  there  would  not  hove  been  such  mighty  efforts  to  evangelize  Afrioaand  other 
'  portions  of  the  world.  They  were  in  darkness  ■  gross  daricness ;  ■  but  who  will  not 
•ay  that  "  the  people  who  sat  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light,"  and  that  the  state 
of  the  slaves  is  now  better  than  it  was  before  their  bondage  7  1  feel  a  deep  interest 
in  this  matter.  I  am  emphatically  a  negro  preacher.  I  watch  over  them,  attend 
their  revivalsf  lead  tiieir  classes,  and  labour  among  them  fixim  year  to  year;  and 
have  a  heart  as  (uU  of  sympathy  and  love  for  them  as  any  man's. 

What  is  the  duty  of  Hie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the  subject  of  slaverjrt 
There  is  damper  other  stepping  out  of  the  track  of  duty,  and  enga^g  herself  in 
poiitical  relations,  and  thus  oecoming  a  politico-ecclesiastical  estaohshment.  The 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  has  coirectly  told  us  that  we  have  no  right  to  make 
laws.  The  very  day  you  begin  to  make  laws,  you  err,  and  the  laymen  will  ibexk 
have  a  right  to  representation ;  and  have  it  they  must,  and  have  it  they  shall,  if  it 
can  possibly  be  secured  to  them.  Your  government  can  be  defended  only  on  die 
ground  that  you  make  no  laws.  What,  then,  are  yon  to  do  7  Just  tell  the  people 
what  are  the  plain  laws  of  6od*s  word.  Do  that,  and  the  people  will  not  find  finih 
with  you ;  parttsans  may,  but  the  intelligent  of  other  denominationB,  and  the  whole 
body  of  your  own  Chureh,  will  not  complain  of  you  for  that.  The  ministers  are  set 
apart  to  explain  relision,  to  enforce  God's  laws,  and  teech  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible, 
and  should  let  all  poutieal  subjects  alone.  I  have  now  had  the  right  to  vote  for 
more  than  twen^  years,  but  I  have  never  yet  exercised  it.  It  is  no  part  of  my 
business  to  meddle  with  xwhtics.  I  do  not,  however,  consider  my  omission  to  vote 
as  an  example  for  imitation.  But,  in  regard  to  the  principle  that  governs  me,  I 
shall  never  reconcile  it  to  myself  to  interfere  with  pohtics  Ihrther  thui  as  a  private 
citizen.  I  have  a  terrible  warfine  against  this  tfain^.  I  don't  believe  in  this  doc* 
trine  of  Methodist  mimsters  having  to  do  with  politics.  The  genius  of  our  govern* 
inent  is  against  it.  I  think  that  we  should  confine  ourselves  to  oor  proper  ministe* 
ml  duties. 

I  suppose  we  ministers  can  never  interfere  with  any  legislation  on  nolitical  mat- 
ters. And  our  laymen  can  oome^Bome  remarks  were  here  lost  by  tne  reporter.) 
The  genius  of  our  Chureh  government  requires  that  we  confine  ourselves  ezdu- 
flively  to  sjnritnal  matters.  "My  kingdom,"  says  the  Saviour,  ''is  not  of  this 
wmld"^t  IS  spiritual.^  Any  interference  by  this  General  Conference,  directly  or 
indirectly,  as  an  ecclesiastical  ccrancil,  vntii  any  political  questions  or  relations  what* 
#ver,  is  inappropriate  to  our  duties,  and  extremely  dangerous  in  its  results.  We 
are  destined  to  oecome  a  great  people.  No  hunmn  causes,  that  are  likely  to  be 
brought  to  bear,  can  prevent  our  becoming  the  most  numerous  and  popular  branch 
of  the  American  Chureh.  (God  grant  that'when  we  come  to  be  this  great  peopleu 
the  glory  may  not  have  departed  from  us !)  But  when  this  state  of  thin^  shall 
come,  what  will  be  the  condition  of  the  country  and  the  Chureh,  if  our  ministers 
•bould  not  oonfine  themselves,  as  ministers,  exclusively  to  their  appropriate  spiri^ 
«al  duties,  and  leave  the  political  questions  and  relations  of  the  country  to  be  man- 
aged by  diie  laymen  of  the  Chureh  and  other  citizens  7  Why,  sir,  it  is  perfectly 
aianMest,  that  if  in  that  day  it  shall  be  found  that  the  same  men,  whether  laymtn  ot 
freaehere,  who  are  making  rules  for  the  government  of  the  Chureh,  are  also  at  the 
seme  time  memben  of  the  different  state  legislatures,  or  of  the  general  goveniment, 
diey  will  be  making  laws  for  the  government  of  the  state.  With  the  reins  of  civil 
government  in  one  hand,  and  the  reins  of  ecclesiastical  government  in  the  other, 
yirlmt  will  be  more  easy  than  to  unite  both  reins  in  one  hand — or.  in  other  words, 
«nte  Chureh  and  State  7  This,  sir,  is  the  unhappy  result  to  be  deprecated.  It  u 
Ifais  that  nudces  any  aocion  of  thia  body  upon  a  subject  purely  political  a  just  cause 
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cff^EiAtnciottbyiny  diibrliBittaliaffin^  I>>iiotytheii,coii^^lsin{if  lliefcm1ih,wlMift 
flfae  ■amonufaeA  yoa  to  let  the  lubject  of  slavery  alooe,  becanae  mora  appropriate 
to  the  civil  legisUture.  The  Scriptures  fumiah  von  with  no  example  of  eoclesiaati- 
cal  legislaiioii  on  the  subject  of  alaveryr^  although  it  existed  in  the  dajs  of  Christ 
and  the  apostles^  in  a  far  more  objectionable  form  than  in.  the  present  day.  The 
duty  of  the  Church  is  plain.  If  you  would  bring  around  that  state  of  things  in  the 
•onth,  in  which  a  different  social  condition  will  be  as  maoticable  as  it  i»  at  all  timea 
oonlessedly  deniable,  let  the  Qeneral  Conference,  let  all  the  ministon  in  the  Churchy 
confine  ^emselves  to  their  appropriate  calling-^2  thempreaeh  the  grace  of  CkritP^ 
and  they  will  accomplish  their  oojeotk 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  8. 

Mi^  CoUins,  of  the  Baltimoie  Conference,  commenced  hia  reply  to  Dr.  Smith. 
He  said,'«- 

I  take  the  management  of  this  caoe  not  without  diffidence.  To  appear  in  defence 
of  one  of  the  oldest  annual  conferences  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  one 
that  has  always  rtood  by  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  ^  in  weal  and  wo  •"  that  has 
done  the  utmost  in  her  power  to  maintain  the  purity  of  our  institutions  entirely  mutar* 
mshed,  might  be  consioered  a  matter  of  some  surprise  to  any  man. 

I  am  fornfied,  however,  in  the  conviction  that  the  Baltimore  Conference,  in  tbia 
matter  as  in  all  others  of  her  oflScial  action^  is  not  only  pure,  but  above  suspicion ; 
and  she  hfts  her  best  defence  when  her  own  acts  speak  in  their  own  proper  lan- 
guage. I  am  aware  ,that  the  delicairf  of  the  subject  has  Invested  it  with  oonsidei^ 
able  interest  Slavery  and  abolitionism  have  acitated  the  civil  and  eccleeiaatical 
tribunals  of  our  land,  and  foir  a  long  time  convolfled  the  country ;  and,  of  course)' 
everything  that  has  reference  to  slavery,  or  is  connected  with  it,  is  a  matter  of  pe» 
cnUflir  interest  It  is  supposed,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fact,  that  this  appeid  wiB 
bring  up  the  connection  of  Methodism  and  Methodist  preachers  with  slavery  more 
distinctly  and  clearly  than  any  other  question  ever  brought  befoA  tUs  conference  | 
and  I  am  fully  aware  ^lat  we  shall  need  all  the  prudence,  and  caution,  and  care^ 
tBbd  freedom  from  excitement,  that  we  can  posobly  bring  to  the  management  of 
this  case :  and  I  pray  God  to  grant  us  wisdom,  and  prudence,  and  discretion,  that 
we  may  fell  upon  the  best  means  to  promote  the  glray  of  Qcd  and  the  welfue  of 
fajs  Church.  ' 

I  certainly  was  delighted  to  hear  many  of  die  expressions  diatfell  from  my  friend 
fitmi  Virginia.  I  must' congratulate  him  upon  his  conversion,  for  until  yesterday 
morning  I  knew  not  that  he,  or  those  that  think  with  him,  were  to  be  regarded  as 
oonservative-*-on  this  question.  I  am  delighted  to  hear  that  they  are  so.  I  listened 
with  pleasure  to  the  warm  and  ardent  manner  in  which  he  admitted  the  doctrines 
dt  the  Diseinline,  in  repaid  to  the  great  evil  of  slavery.  I  was  paiticulai'ly  delighted 
at  it,  as  weU  as  with  his  declaration,  that  he  never  had  heard  in  the  sonth,  that 
slavery  ^ras  to  be  regarded  as  a  social  good,  and  the  confirmatoiy  response  of  the 
scmthen  delegations.  I  was  gratified  with  all  that  was  said,  but  could  not  helb 
thinking,  for  the  life  of  me,  of  a  certain  resolution  passed  at  the  Georgia  Annuid 
Conference,  that  **  slavery  is  not  a  moral  evil  T'  Not  a  moral  evil !  I  ^uld  Kk6 
to  know  what  kind  of  an  evil  the  prosecutor  considers  shivery.  On  the  fioor  of  tha 
General  Conference  of  1836  and  1840,  slavery  was  defended  by  a  member  of  his 
own  delegation,  as  in  accordance  with  the  word  of  Qod.  I  was  pleased  at  the 
remarks  of  brother  Smith  yesterday  monung.  I  have  seen  a  pamj^et,  written  by 
Mr.  Sims,  a  Methodist  preacher,*  m  which  a  very  different  view  is  presented  to 
that  which  I  was  glad  to  hear  advanced  by  Dr.  Smith ;  and  though  lie  says  that 
evei^  man  with  sense  enough  to  go  to  mill,  would  refhse  to  acknowledge  such  a 
aentiment,  yet  I  know  one  or  the  most  enunent  of  our  clergy  who  has  done  so,  and 
who  had  more  than  sense  enough  "  to  go  to  milL'' 

StiU  I  am  gratified  at  the  cmuige  of  sentiment,  and  at  the  change  of  <cm«  still  more 
eo.  There  is,  nevertheless,  a  drawback  to  all  this ;  Ibr  my  wormy  friend  in  carry- 
ing out  some  of  his  abstractions,  which  are  always  doubtful  in  character  and  dan> 
fferons  in  issue,  has  involved  himself  in  an  apparent  contradicticm.  He  believea 
daveij  to  be  an  evil  in  fact,  and  a  greiU  evA ;  he  says  that  the  southerners  are 
groaning  tmder  it,  and  that  it  is  iheir  afBiction  and  sorrow;  and  yet  contends  that 
etrcumstances  can  make  that  thing  good  which  in  its  oommencement  was  evil.  H0 
deprecates  the  African  slave  trade  as  abominable,  and  the  means  employed  to  seoore 
*This  is  an  error:  the  pamphlet  referred  to,  though  often  attributed  to  Prof.  B;  D.  Sims,  who 
k  a  Hethodist  preacher,  was  -written  bjr,^!.  D.  Sine,  £^.,  a  lawyer  hi  Daittngtoo,  8.  C. 
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offensive  in  its  character,  until  alaveiy,  as  existing  now,  is  uoht.  If  w,  I  coatend 
upon  fais  own  showing,  it  cannot  he  a  O'eat  evil. 

There  is  also  another  drawback.  With  all  his  stronff  expressions  with  reqiect  to 
the  great  evil  of  slavery,  before  he  got  throash  with  the  "  abstraction,"  he  placed 
famnan  beinffs  on  the  same  ground  as  the  lands  of  New-England  and  Pennsyivaniay 
as  goods  and  chattels.     These  things  detract  from  the  warm  and  strong  declara- 


tions of  my  friend  on  this  subject.    Still  I  will  give  him  credit  for  being  a  < 
tive  as  far  as  he  goes. 

I  shall  not  follow  the  prosecutor  in  all  his  remarks,  for  though  I  listened  with 
much  interest  to  his  able  and  powerfiil  speech— a  speech  that  did  credit  to  bis  hoMl 
and  heart — there  was  a  great  deal  that  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  ques- 
tion i  and  if  our  case  had  had  the  small-pox,  two-tmrds  of  his  remarks  would  never 
have  caught  it.  They  had  no  relation  to  the  case  at  all,  and  do  not  operate  except 
to  bneak  down  the  &ir  issue  which  we  wish  to  make  before  this  conference.  I  shall 
tzy  to  meet  the  case  on  its  merits,  and  place  the  question  on  its  true  basis. 

The  prosecutor  first  complained  of  our  journal,  and  strove  hazd  to  make  the  im- 
pression—end may  have  succeeded,  to  iome  extent— that  there  was  informality  m 
that  journal.  There  is  none  whatever,  not  a  particle  of  it,  and  he  failed  so  cleady 
t6  make  it  out,  that  he  dropped  it  suddenly.  There  was  no  real  trial  here,  and  there 
is  everything  in  the  journal  that  ought  to  be  recorded  in  its  pages.  Let  us  look  M 
it  £urly.  On  the  calling  of  the  name  of  Mr.  Harding  at  the  conference  in  1844,  his 
mesiding  elder  stated  that  by  marriage  he  had.  become  conuected  with  slavery* 
Mr.  Haiding  assented  to  the  statement  made  by  the  presiding  elder;  whereupon 
the  case  was  referred  to  a  committee.  They  reported  tiiat  the  appellant  be  required 
to  manumit  his  sUves  at  specified  ages,  and  give  a  pledge  to  the  conference  to  that 
efiect.  He  refused  to  abiae  W  their  diecision,  or  to  give  the  pledge  required.  H« 
was  **  laboured"  with,  (as  our  mends  the  Quakers  say,)  during  the  whole  conference^ 
Finally  a  committee  was  appointed  to  induce  him  to  accede  to  the  requisition  of  his 
brethren,  and  they  reported  that  after  all  he  had  refused  to  comply* 

Mr.  Harding.  Was  that  committee  a  committee  to  labour?  They  were  ap 
pointed  to  inquire  whether  there  was  any  le^al  diflSkjult^  iu  the  case. 

Mr.  Sheer.    The  case  is  as  the  representative  states  it. 

Mr.  Collins.  The  great  matter  is  this — Mr.  Harding  refused  to  abide  by  the  de- 
tmouk  of  the  conference.  He  would  not  move  a  stop  on  the  issue.  The  question 
then  became,  whether  the  Baldmore  Conference  was  to  bow  te  Hardine,  or  he  to 
the  conference— 'Whether  we  were  to  give  up^  the  ground  always  occupied  by  us  on 
this  delicate  subject,  or  whether  he  should  vield  to  uS"— whether  he  should  be  per- 
mitted to  beard  the  oooferenoe,  or  we  should  bring  him  up  to  the  mark,  and  make 
tiie  rule  bear  upon  him.  When  we  found  that  all  attempts  at  reasoning  with  him 
were  disregarded,  and  that  all  the  means  that  brotherly  imectaon  could  suggest  and 
«nploy  were  ineffectual,  we  suspended  him,  as  Uie  only  resource  we  had  in  the 
raremiaes.  All  this  is  stated  in  the  jounal;  clearly,  fully,  fairly,  distin<^y  stated, 
what  else  do  you  want  f  What  more  was  necessary  7  There  were  no  witneases 
ezamoned  on  the  oocasion,  for  we  wanted  none.  Brother  Harding  admitted  the 
inUf  which  indeed  was  notorious.  He  adnutted  it  by  his  non-demal  of  it  befom 
the  committee,  md  by  his  response  andspleadinn  in  the  premises,  and  all  that  we 
had  to  do  was  to  bring  him  to  the  bar  of  the  conforence  to  answer  for  that  which  he 
•oknowledged  when  the  presiding  elder  made  the  statement  of  the  SeueL  There 
was  not  a  questioii  raised  for  a  moment  as  to  whether  he  was.  innocent  or  guilty  of 
what  the  presiding  elder  had  charged  him  with.  He  pleaded  guiUy  to  it.  There 
were  no  witnesses,  and  therefore  the  journal  states  all  that  it  couM state ;  the  "quae* 
tiers'*  vrere  never  asked,  the  **  answers  to  them"  never  received,  and  therefore  as 
**  entry"  or  record  made  of  them  on  the  journaL 

The  proaaoutioii  next  relied  upon  the  testimony  of  brother  Gere,  whose  recotteo 
tioos  of^  the  case  were  different  irom  Uioee  of  any  other  member  of  his  delegatioik 
If  that  brother  were  to  state  undeniably,  positivd^y,  and  distinctly,  that  he  remeoi* 
hered  the  pledge  in  the  words  he  states,  then  of  course  the  negative  testimfiay 
oeold  not  be  sustained;  for  I  am  not  of  the  opinion  of  the  Irishman,  who  complained 
of  being  fboad  guilty  of  the  charge  of  theft,  on  Uie  testimcmy  of  one  witness,  on  tba 
Aound  that  he  could  bring  a  hundred  persons  who  could  testify  that  they  never 
Bad  seen  him  steal.  If,  therefore,  brother  Oere  does  sive  positive  and  distinct  te«- 
tamony  to  the  foot  he  states,  I  admit  at  once  its  wei^t  and  authority,  and  I  now 
call  upon  him  to  answer  me  a  question— 
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yJir^  year  mfremoaB  disliiict  and  poe&tiTe  that  HardiBg  said,  Uiat  h*  and  his 
wife  would  consent  tbat  these  peraons  shooLd  go  to  a  free  state  7" 

Dr  Smith.  That  is  not  the  subject;  but  that  brother  Harding  pledged  himsell^ 
£»  his  wife  and  for  himself,  that  he  would  send  them  to  Africa  if  they  wished,  or 
tl^t  they  might  go  to  a  free  state. 

Mr.  Collins,  l^ry  well,  I  put  it  in  that  form. 

Mr.  Qere.  I  will  state,  as  nearly  as  I  can»  what  I  said  yesterday  morning.  I  did 
net  say  that  niy  recollection  was  diiUnet,  but  that  the  imprestion  on'my  mind  was 
«•  distmot  and  clear  as  if  it  had  been  told  me  yesterday  morning.  But  I  said  that 
I  might  be  mistaken,  and  I  was  aroused  to  tlus  from  what  brother  Griffith  sai<|« 
otherwise  I  ^ad  no  idea  tbat  any  one  would  have  doubted  it.  Brother  Morgan  re-* 
ferred  to  the  case  of  brother  Hansberger,  and  said  that  he  h&d  pledged  himself  as  I 
liad  said  brother  Harding  had  done.  I  think  that  I  may  have  identified  them.  I 
have  been  trying  to  conform  to  my  brethren^  but  I  still  say  that  the  impressiain  v^ 
knains,  though  I  may  have  oonfounided  ike  two  cases. 

Mr.  Collins^  I  wul  show  ^ovl  now,  in  confirmation  of  brother  Morgan's  account 
that  brother  Gere  must  be  mistaken.  If  brother  Harding  had  ever  gived  the  pledge 
which  he  says  he  did— pledging  himself  and  his  wife—such  was  the  disposition 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  that  there  would  have  been  no  such  action  as  that 
w^hieh  brings  this  business  here.    {  know  that  he  never  did.     But  let  that  pass. 

Mr.  Haraing.  I  did  pledge  myself  as  brother  Qere  sayi« 

Mr.  Collins.  Why,  Mr.  President,  it  is  all  we  asked  for.  How  could  the  ease 
have  got  here  if  he  had  pledged  himself  to  do  the  very  thing  we  asked  him  to  do. 
We  would  have  given  him  the  whole  year.    It  is  all  /asked. 

Mr.  Harding.  You  never  did  ask  it,  sir.    It  never  was  asked. 

Mr.  Collins^  Why,  sir,  wa  should  then  have  acted  very  strangely)  for  that  is  aO 
vre  asked  in  the  resolution.    Hear  it. 

"  Resolved,  That  brother  Harding  be  required  to  execute,  and  caase  to  be  re* 
■eorded,  a  deed  securing  the  manumission  of  the  ^ves  hereinafter  mentioned,  &c., 
4dc.,  aztd  that  bipther  Harding  be  re<|uired  to  give  to  tAs  conference  a  pledge  that 
the  said  manumission  shall  be  effected  during  me  ensuing  conference  year." 
^  I  shall  proceed  now  to  reply  to  the  material  parts  of  the  argument  for  the  pro- 
•ecution  in  this  matter. 

First  That  the  laws  of  Maryland  do  not  admit  of  manumission.  Now,  sir,  this  ia 
not  according  to  the  foct  in  the  case.  The  o{>inion  of  Judge  Key  has  been  reed  to 
ibfi  effect  that  slaves  cannot  be  manumitted  in  Maryland ;  but  the  fixat  law  they 
read  directly  contradicts  the  opinion.  The  law  oif  1831  specifies  the  course  that 
shell  be  taken  with  regard  to  manumitted  slaves.  It  provides  three  modes,  of  dis-  -4^ 
posing  of  them.  Fir^L  The^  may  go  to  Africa  j^  or  second,  to  the  non-Blaveholding 
states;  and  thirdly,  if  they  foil  to  do  so,  the  sheriff  is  required,  not  to  take  them  up 
and  sell  them  again  into  slavery,  but  to  convey  them,  against  their  will  if  need  be, 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  state."  The  slave  once  fr«e  in  Maryland  is  for  ever  free. 
Tloie  question  does  not  lie  on  that  ground.  By  the  laws  of  Virginia,  if  a  manumitted 
slave  remains  one  year  in  the  state  after  his  manumission  he  can  be  re-enslaved; 
but  in  Maryland,  when  once  firee,  he  can  never  be  re-enslaved.  That  is  the  law 
referred  to  by  the  proeeeution,  and  it  contiadicts  Jud^e  Key,  and  is  directly  against 
the  ground  taken.  The  law  of  1832  "^^7  oox^c^^^  ^  this  provision  of  the  former 
law,  and  increases  the  fine  upon  the  sheriff,  if  he  rsfrises  or  fails  to  comply  with  die 
requisitions  of  the  statntOr  But  all  its  enactments  cleariy  and  distinct^  recognize 
manumission.  The  law  of  1843  is  a  strange  and  wingiitar  law.  Its  iundamental 
feature  is  against  ttib  law  of  God,  for  that  n^es  man  me  head  of  his  wife,  and  this  ^ 
law  takes  man  fttHn  the  position  assigned  to  him  by  the  Supreme  Being.  And  I  am  ** 
satisfied  that  this  law  will  woik  such  evil,  that  as  a  matter  of  necessitjir  it  will  have 
to^  be  repealed.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  you  will  not  judge  us  by  tms  law.  We 
cannot  answer  for  the  tergiveraation  of  the  laws  of  Maryland,  and  cannot  conform 
to  all  their  changes.  As  they  luive  gone  so  for  as  to  pass  a  law  deposing  man  from 
Ids  right£al  place  in  the  domestic  economy— a  place  assigned  to  faim  firam  the  be- 
girming  of  time  by  positive  divine  ii^nnction— the]^  may  pass  a  law  requiring  him 
Id  obey  his  wife.  What  may  have  been  tiie  intentien  of  the  legislatore  in  passing 
this  law  I  know  not  They  may  have  intended,  in  a  sinister  way,  to  nail  slavery 
faster  than  ever,  and  to  rivet  its  chains  more  firmly.  Th^  had  attempted  to  imu« 
tt  law  which  outraged  public  sentimenty>n  this  subject.  It  raised  the  indignation 
of  the  people  to  such  a  pitch,  tiiat  they  were  compelled  to  retract  it  after  getting 
tt  into  the  senate.    Foiled  in  that,  they  may  have  intended  to  do  that  by  stealth 
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which  they  coold  not  AficompliBh  openly,  and  binding  the  fetten  ttfil  mam  8tni&|^y« 
tender  tiayeiy  more  permanent,  and  manmniflsion  more  difficult.  But  the  e^es  off. 
the  people  of  Maiyland  will  be  opened  to  the  iniquity  and  oppression  of  this  Uiw 
abo,  and  the  legislature  will  be  driren  to  repeal  it.  Or  the  intention  may  have  beeo 
benevolent,  as  Uie  la-^  heretofore  provided  that  if  a  man  married  a  wife  with  skcvesy 
they  became  his  property  by  such  mairia^,  and  could  be  seized  by  his  creditora; 
hence  this  is  entitled  a  law  to  regulate  coi\jugal  rights  as  they  regara'  properly.  I 
say  it  may  be  benevolent  in  its  design,  and  be  intended  to  secure  to  the  female  pio* 
tection,  if  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  married  to  one  whose  esttravagance  or  crime  mqr 
reduce  him  to  insolvency,  and  she  be  turned  out  to  penuir  and  want< 

Nothing  at  all  is  said  m  tiiis  law  about  manumisaion.  It  repeak  no4aw.  Thera 
10  no  repelling  clause  in  it,  and  it  might  be  safely  and  well  argued  whether  such  a 
law  were  worth  one  cent.  It  does  n^t  deBtr9y  the  power  to  mimnmit  In  one  of 
its  sections  it  provides,  that  if  the  husband  aid  yme  unite,  the  daves  can  be  dis- 
•U  posed  of.  Its  only  operation  in  this  particular  is  to  render  manumission  more  diffi' 
'^  cult,  b]^  requiring  the  co-operation  of  the  wife«  Nor  does  it  increase  the  difficulty 
much,  if  any.  No  pious  and  intelligent  woman,  (such  as  Mrs.  Harding  doubtlesa 
is,}  who  has  a  husband  in  whose  jud^ent  and  discretion  she  confides,  will  Jeopard 
Mb  standing — especially  if  he  be  a  Chrisdan  ministei^^^xMr  the  consideration  of  a 
few  slayefl^  *  • 

A  member  called  Mr.  C.  to  ordet,  on  the  ground  of  making  remarks  prejudicial 
to  the  character  of  the  ladies. 

Dr.  Smith  hoped  tiie  speaker  would  not  be  interrupted,  but  aSowed  to  go  oa 
without  restraint,  and  say  whatever  he  thought  important  to  his  case.  Besides,  he 
(Dr.  S.)  had  the  ri^ht  of'^reply. 

Mr.  UoUins.  It  is  a  fair  argument.  I  do  not  impeach  the  ladies  at  all.  I  deny 
the  allegation  that  I  made  any  remark  that  could  be  construed  into  any  such  mean- 
ing. I  say  that  the  ladies  love  their  husbands  so  tenderly,  and  with  such  afiection- 
ate  devotion  to  their  interepts  and  happiness,  that  if  the  husband  wished  it,  tfa^ 
would  yield  such  a  point  at  once,  and  not  jeopardize  his  standing  for  the  sake  of  a 
few  negroes.  What  I  meant  was,  that  the  effort  had  not  been  made ; — that  if  half 
the  -pains  were  taken  in  order  to  obtain  her  consent,  if  such  were  necessaiy,  to  the 
manumission  of  these  negroes,  that  were  used  in  wooing  the  lady,  the  applicatioH 
would  have  been  successful.  I,  therefore,  always  suspect  the  man  to  be  a  slavey 
holder  at  heart  who  rests  his  defence  on  such  a  plea.  When  God  arrested  man  in 
Paradise,  and  questioned  lum  concerning  his  transgression,  he  said— The  woman 
had  deceived  him.  I  always  thought  that  a  dastard^  act  on  the  part  of  Adam.  We 
are  veiy  easily  tempted  to  do  what  we  want  to  do,  and  theft  rest  the  blame  en 
others ;  and  my  sex  has  kept  up  the  dastardly  conduct  to  the  present  time.  We 
lay  our  wrongs  and  evils  upon  our  wives,  when  they  cannot  be  heard  in  aelf^ 
vindication. 

Sir,  I  would  not  set  up  such  a  defence  as  this.  I  would  scorn  to  do  it;  and  I 
know  AiH  well,  I  am  perfecdy  convinced  in  my  judgment,  Uiat  if  the  i^ypdhmt 
wanted  to  manumit  these  slaves,  his  wife  would  not  stand  in  the  wgr  tme  moment. 
.  He  need  not  to  have  brouffht  that  plea  here.  The  difficulty  is  with  Mr.  Raiding 
himself,  who  is  at  heart  a  suiveholder,  and  this  plea  is  only  put  in  for  effect.  In  my 
judgment,  if  he  had  desired  it,  his  wife  would  have  consented  to  their  manumissioar 
^  After  all  that  has  been  said  about  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Maryland  making  it  diffi- 
cult to  manumit  slaves,  it  has  been  repeatedly  done.  Mr.  Cornelius  Howard,  one 
ci  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  that  state,  and  brother  of  Colonel  Howard,  who 
led  so  gallantly  the  Maryland  Hne  at  the  battle  of  the  Cowpens^  and  whose  name 
stands  out  in  proud  distinction  before  Us  oountir,  a  citizen  who  understood  law  as 
well  as  any  man,  left  his  slaves  free  by  will,  and.  that  deed  is  on  record  in  the  pro- 
per county  court  of  Maryland.  And  bow  did  he  do  itf  Why,  becanse  he  wanted 
to  do  it,  and  had,  therefore,  the  jtower.  The  will  is  the  great  matter.  The  wish 
)  is  "  fether  to  the  thought"  This  man  had  slaves ;  he  liberated  eveiy  oce  of  them, 
i  I  and  had  the  deed  of  manumission  recorded.  And  this  during  the  last  year,  at  the 
i  I  close  of  1643 ;  and  this  law,  on  which  the  prosecution  lays  so  much  stress  as  pio- 
\  \  hibiting  such  manumission,  was  passed  in  Febmaiy,  1843.  Brother  Blake,  one  of 
I  the  cases  before  the  annual  conference,  against  whom  action  viras  taken  on  precisely 
>  similar  grounds  as  in  this  case,  came  up  last  conference  and  told  ns  be  had  maoa- 
'  «  pitted  ms  boy,  and  had  the  deed  reooraed  in  Baltimore  county  court;  and  he  did 
I  it  last  year.  Now,  vrith  these  fiucta  on  record,  how  shall  it  be  plead  here— how  cam 
it— that  tiiero  is  no  power  to  manumit  f    There  is  such  power.    The  fects  that  hum 


tmu|nred  are  aa  inoonteatible  proof  t)iat  the  ibSng  can  b«  done ;  so  that,  as  far  as 
the  law  of  Maryland  is  concerned,  there  is  nodung  that  renders  it  impossible.  The 
Bdtimore  ConiiBrencey  then,  in  view  of  the  law,  acted  rightly  towara  Mr.  Harding. 
They  did  right ;  he  conld  have  manumitted  these  slaves,  and  they  suspended  him 
becante  he  woold  not. 
^  The  second  point  urged  by  the  prosecntion  is,  that  if  the  doctrine  respecting  the 
"'" '  il,  ana  if  it  be    -     "•  '      —     - 


laws  of  Maryland  be  doubtful,  and  if  it  be  plead  that  Harding  has  the  n^ht  of  pro- 
perty in  the  slaves,  yet  the  rule  of  Discipline  is  in  his  faTOur.  He  could  not  ao  It 
Kgally.  Wlrf  not?  The  prosecution  give  me  no  answer  to  that  question.  So  &r  ^ 
80  the  Discinnne  of  the  Church  is  concerned,  on  HtnB  point  we  wHf  take  our  stand. 
I  say  Mr.  Harding  did  violate  the  Discipline.  The  role  does  positively  bear  upon 
bim,  and  the  Baltimore  Conference  deserve  thanks  instead  of  the  sneers  that  bav0 
been  directed  against  them,  that  they  have  had  the  firmness,  in  the  face  of  a  slav^* 
hdding  community,  to  enforce  the  Discipline.  If  we  have  not  got  the  rnle^  of  Dia- 
cipiine  on  our  side,  we  have  a  hard  case  to  make  out.  But  that  we  have  it  I  will  - 
satisfy  you.  I  wiah  the  mind  and  the  intelligence  of  the  conference  to  be  directed 
to  this  point,  that  the  Discipline  of  the  M.  £.  Church  contemplates  the  relation  of 
iti  members  with  slavezy  in  a  threefold  point  of  view.  First.  As  it  regards  private 
members.  Secondly.  As  it  respects  local  preachers.  And  thirdly.  As  it  concerns 
travelling  preachers.  It  is  essential  to  maintiun  this  distinction  in  coming  to  an 
upluiou  on  this  case. 

First  As  to  |ftnvate  members.  The  only  rule  for  this  class  is  found  in  the  Gen#- 
nd  Bales,  and  only  prohibits  the  buying  and  selling  of  men,  women,  and  children^ 
ipirith  an  intention  to  enslave  them.  A  man,  by  this  rule,  may  inherit  slaves,  or  they 
may  come  to  him  by  natural  increase,  and  he  may  will  them'  to  his  posterity,  and 
fbare  is  nothing  in  this  Discipline  that  can  take  hold  of  him,  this  being  the  only  law 
that  reaches  private  members.    It  is  suificienti^  latitudinarian. 

^  Second.  Official  members.    The  rale^  on  this  point  takes  a  stronger  tie,  and  is 
tunerent  in  that  respect  to  the  rule  affecting  private  members  z-^ 

"  We  declare  that  we  are  as  much  bb  ever  convinced  oT  the  great  evil  of  slavery ; 
dierefbre  no  slaveholder  shall  be  eligible  to  any  official  station  in  our  Church  here- 
alter,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  uves  will  admit  of  emancipation,  imd 
permit  the  lihertUed  $lave  to  enjo^f  freedomV 

Official  members  are  required  to  emancipate.  The  private  member  is  not.  The 
official  member  must  manumit,  but  still  the  rule  comes  down  wi^  comparative^ 
less  strictness,  i^pljring  only  in  such  states  as  will  permit  the  dave  to  "  enjoy  his 
freedom." 

Third.  Travelling  preachers.    Here  the  Discipline  is  still  more  stringent: — 

"  When  any  travelling  preacher  becomes  an  owner  of  a  slave  or  slaves,  by  airr 
means,  he  shall  forfeit  his  miniflterial  character  in  our  Church,  unless  he  execute,  n      ^ 
k  be  practicable,  a  legal  emancipation  of  sudi  slaves,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the 
Mate  m  which  he  Hves." 

Here  nothing  is  said  about  the  liberated  slave  being  permitted  to  enjoy  fi'eedom. 
The  Shnple  act  of  manumission  is  treated  of,  and  made  compulsory  on  the  travelling 
preacher.  "  If  practicable,^  he  is  to  manumit.  There  is  no  other  condition ;  the 
exception  is  narrowed  down,  and  then  the  law  is  bin<Hng,  and  compels  him  to 
manumit.  And  it  is  very  right  and  proper,  in  the  nature  oTthe  case,  that  the  Dis- 
cipline on  this  subject  should  be  more  strict  upon  the  travelling  preacher  thm  upon, 
the  local  preacher,  for  the  same  reason  that  it  is  drawn  more  tightly  in  the  case  of 
flie  local  preacher  than  the  private  member.  There  is  wisdom,  ^at  vrisdom  in 
this  regulation.^  Our  private  members  are  actual  residents  and  citizens  of  given 
states.  Necessity  rales  them,  and  therefore  it  might  not  do  to  make  the  law  so 
tight  in  their  case  as  in  others.  Our  local  ministers  are  residents  of  states ;  but  in 
the  proper  sense  of  the  term,  our  travelling  preachere  are  citizens  of  the  world  ;— 
Bot  of  Virginia,  or  Maryland,  or  South  Carolina;  for  the  bishop  has  power  to  take 
up  a  brother  from  Sonm  Carolina,  and  send  him  into  Massachusetts.  And  this  is 
especially  the  case  in  the  territory  embraced  by  the  Baltimore  Conference,  which 
includes  part  of  Fennsylvama.  And  bcicause  we  are  birds  of  passage,' and  can  be 
femovBd  at  pleasure,  by  the  authorities  of  the  Church,  out  of  the  way  of  the  local 
cBfficnltiea  in  the  way  of  manumission,  the  law  is,  very  properly,  made  more  bind- 
ing^  upon  us.  And  remember,  we  have  not  brought  a  local  preacher  here,  but  a 
hraveUing  preacher,  and  we  try  him  under  tiie  nde  that  applies  to  travelling 
preachers.  • 

#The  next  point  tiiat  the  prosecution  urges  is,  that  tiieir  construction  of  the  Disci-      m 


fline  W88  oonfiniied  Iiy  a  reaolatioD  of  ihe  Genenl  CoBfiarenoe,  in  1840.  X  dony  it 
altogether  in  its  application  to  a  travelling  preacher;  ami  I  could  not  help  remark- 
ing, that  though  m^  friend  brought  forwara  the  role  applying  to  travellinig  preach^ 
ers,  yet,  after  readmg,  he  yeiy  quietly  diamiased  it,  anii  kept  the  rule  arayiog  to 
a  local  preacher  constantly  before  our  eyes.  I  am  not  sure,  sir,  that  he  did  not 
tbeo-eby  Tnislead  ua  a  Httle.  That  I  do  not  misstate  him  at  all  is  plain,  for  be  mad« 
a  reference  to  the  action  of  the  last  Greneral  Conference  on  a  memorial  from  West* 
moreland,  respecting  the  ordination  of  some  local  preachers.  What  have  we  to  do 
with  that?  Has  it  anything  to  do  in  the  premises?  We  have  now  to  do  with  the 
Discipline  that  operates  upon  travelling  preachers,  and  with  that  alone.  The  Bal* 
timore  Conference  could  not  ordain  those  orethren,  and  they  came  up  hire  to  indooa 
the  General  Conference  to  compel  us  to  do  it  There  the  action  was  upon  the  case 
of  local  preachers,  and  m^  friend  brines  up  a  stray  resolntion  on  their  case!  But 
let  him  show  me  where  it  'says  a  word  about  travellipx  preachen.  Their  memo* 
rial  was  on  their  own  behalf,  as  local  preachers ;  and  if  tney  sai4  one  wocd  about 
travellii^  jnreachers,  they  exceeded  their  powers  altogether. 

The  action  of  the  General  Conference  on  that  application  has  no  bearing  whatever 
on  the  present  case,  unless  they  had  said  that  me  same  rule  was  binding  upott 
travelling  preachers  also,  which  they  were  careful  not  to  do,  so  that  the  proaecatioB 
has  altogemer  frdled  in  makine  out  their  conslruction  of  the  Discipline.  He  ^vo 
us,  to  be  sure,  a  veiy  strange  definition  of  what  vnw  nieant  by  legal  emaacipatioii. 
It  deserved  the  crecut  of  originality ;  it  was  this,  that  a  slave  must  be  permitted  to 
eigoy  his  freedom.  Now,  legal  emandnation  simply  means,  emancipatian  aoeofd-^ 
hig  to  law — ^the  law  of  the  state^-whetner  the  man  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  ia* 
ihat  state  or  not.  And  you  cazmot  show  me  any  action  of  the  General  Conferenoo 
b^  which  a  travelling  preacher  cannot  effect  a  lej^al  emancipation.  How  would 
mis  apply  in  Mr.  I^traing's  case  ?  ^7^7*  accordmg  to  the  law  of  Maryland,  be 
must  emancipate  vnth  the  consent  of  his  wife.  Then  he  does  it  legally.  The  Dis- 
ciplme,  sir,  is  against  Mr.  Harding,  or  it  never  was  aninst  any  man  m  the  worid. 
It  meets  him  ri^ht  in  the  face,  ana  he  caimot  get  round  it.  The  Baltimore  Confer* 
ence  did  right  m  suspending  him;  and  though  that  conference  has  been  held  op. 
here  to  contempt  and  scorn,  we  are  not  ashamed  of  ourselves ;  for  we  have  ahowB, 
with  regard  to  the  whole  matter,  that  we  have  lain  our  interests  iqxm  the  altar  of 
principle  and  old  Methodism,  and  frtmi  our  present  position  we  do  not  mean  to  be 
driven  by  Mr.  Harding,  or  any  other  man. 
^  The  prosecutof  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  the  conscience  of  the  appellant  in  this 
matter.  He  had  better  let  that  alone  for  the  present.  This  conscience  is  a  stnmgo 
affair.  Where  was  his  client's^  consci«ice  when  he  entered  into  this  busineaa  t 
Where  his  respect  ibr  the  Discipline,  to  which  he  had  solemnly  vowed  to  submit 
himself  7  or  for  the  of^repeatea  wishes  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  ?  He  knew 
well  that  the  step  he  was  taking  would  meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  almost  evary 
member  on  the  floor  of  that  conference ;  and  yet  he  had  no  smitings  of  conscience 
then  I  1  have  heard  of  a  highwayman  in  Italy,  who  could  rob  a  man  and  cat  Ms 
throat  without  any  compunction ;  but  he  happened  to  eat  meat  one  day  in  Lent,  mad 
his  conscience  smote  him  tremendously.  O  yes ;  this  conscience  is  at  times  a  verv 
fecile  thing  i  A  man's  interest  will  stretch  his  conscience  tremendously.  I  won  t 
press  this  point  any  ferther. 

^  The  prosecutor  rejoiced  as  one  who  had  found  great  spoil ;  but  really,  I  must  daiii 
his  joy.  I  am  for  the  Baltimore  Conference  against  the  whole  worid ;  and  ^erefera, 
tbougn  my  fnend  was  very  much  pleased  with  what  he  supposed  he  had  found,  I 
mast  take  some  of  his  pleasure  from  him.  He  referred  with  an  air  of  oreat  triomphf 
and  called  the  attention  of  eastern  and  northern  men  to  some  few  woros  found  in  the 
the  report  of  this  case-^''  the  old  ones  having  passed  the  affe,"  &».,  were  to  be  re* 
tvned;  that  is  the  clause  m^  friend  chuckled  over  so.  He  Uionght  he  had  caught oa 
tripping,  and  apj^ealed  to  ms  eastern  brethren  to  see  if  we  coiried  water  en  bodi 
shoulders.  6ut,air,  we  are  straight;  westaad erectand upright, m^rartandunhanoed} 
and  here  let  me  say,  that  we  are  one  kind  of  menr— north,  sontfa,  east  and  west,  and 
middle  states — all  stand  on  the  same  broad  basis.  He  fergot  to  tell  this  General 
Conference  that  those  very  words  were  afterward  stricken  out.  They  never  passed 
the  Baltimore  Conference.  But  suppose  they  had  ^t  been  taken  out  of  the  report* 
My^  fnend  knows  very  well  that  it  is  the  case  almost  everywhere,  that  when  a  slavo 
arrives  at  a  certain  age,  he  cannot  be  manumitted  without  security  bcong  given  bv 
his  owner  diat  he  shall  not  come  upon  the  parish.  This  is  the  case  in  IVfaxylano. 
In  Virginia  the  law  is  BtiUsttoiger.   They  oanaot  be  got  rid  o^  beoanse  they  cannot 
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idlte  o«m  df  iImbmIvm.  Hie  pimeootor  did  not  sMte  ttis.  If  oar  jonnial  had 
ilatod  the  case,  as  he  reproflented  it,  we  should  Ymve  been  perfiM^  justified  in  Ae 
ere  of  the  law.  But  we  struck  it  out  because  we  would  net  commit  ourscdves  ftt 
«U  on  the  subject. 

#  The  fourth  argument  employed  by  the  prosecutor  wus,  that  the  spirit  of  the  Dis- 
cipline^  as  well  as  the  letter,  was  in  favour  of  Mr.  Hardmg,  and  against  the  Baltimore 
'  Conference.  It  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  define  what  spirit  is,  a^  he  did  not  favour 
us  with  any  definition  on.  the  subjfect.  He  simply  took  it  for  granted  that  the 
If eAodJst  Discipline  was  conservative.  I  hold  toat  it  is  opposed  to  slavery,  and 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  that  sano- 
tions  slavery.  What  we  mean  b^  conservatism  is  this :— A  party  in  the  south  con- 
lend  for  slavery  as  jprc^  and  rigfat,  and  essential  even  to  the  existence  of  the 
republic  and  social  ustitations,  and  that  it  ought  never  to  be  aboli^ed.  A  party  in 
the  north  says  it  is  an  evil  and  a  nn,  and  ought  to  be  abolished  at  once  without 
regard  to  drcumstanoes.  Now  between  these  two  is  oonservatasm.  The  views  of 
the  Discipline  on  the  evU  of  slavery  are  absolute  and  positive.  It  prGuounces  it  aft 
mil,  and  a  great  evil.  And  in  fiict  it  asks  the  question,  "  What  sfaaU  be  done  for  the 
CKtivpaition  of  the  mot  evil  of  slavery?"  and  then  spe^es  mewures  by  which  Ms 
^purpose  shall  be  eSected.  But  it  does  not  regard  it  as  sin  under  all  circumstances^ 
•  My  friend  referred  veiy  stran^t^  and  singularly  to  the  hapx>y  interference  of 
Bortfaern  abolitionisin,  as  destructive  of  oolonizatiott.  I  confess  J  do  not  undeistand 
iiim,  sir.  Hear  him :— "  Slavery  is  an  evil,  a  great  evil*^— it  was  severely  felt  as  sucht 
And  yet  he  hails  the  action  of  abolitionists,  because,  in  his  judgment,  it  has  resulted 
In  riveting  the  chains  of  slavery — this  admitted  evil-«tnore  durably.    How  is  thisf 

Dr.  Smith  interrupted  for  explanation.  He  insisted  that  Mr.  C.  was  in  error,  and 
tviahed  to  correct  hnn. ' 

Mr.  Collins.— I  don't  stand  here  as  a  gladiator,  merefy  to  gain  a  victory  over  Dr. 
Smith.    If  I  am  in  error,  put  me  right. 

Dr.  Smith.— I  stated  awhile  ago  ttiat  I  should  be  able  to  put  &e  brother  right  in 
everything,  and  if  the  brethren  wiU  let  me  take  my  notes  I  will  try  and  put  him 
tight  in  the  premises. 

Mr.  CoUins. — I  was  going  on  to  say,  sir,  that  I  do  not  come  here  to  win  any  lau- 
rels from  Dr.  Smith,  even  if  I  had  the  power  to  do  h.  I  came  here  in  defence  of 
the  Baltimore  Conference.  If  I  have  committed  an  error,  it  is  unintentional;  but  I 
am  satisfied  I  have  comniitted  no  fundamental  error  this  morning.  All  I  want  is  to 
meet  the  <^uestion  on  Discipline,  as  set  forth  in  the  able  argument  of  my  friend,  and 
all  the  desire  I  have  on  the  subject  is  to  put  the  matter  in  its  ri^t  light,  and*then  I 
am  sure  this  appeal  will  be  dismissed.  I  would  just  remark^  m  conclusion,  here, 
that  we  were  not  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  Maryland.  The  note  of  Mr.  Merrick, 
which  was  read  here  yesterday,  was  before  us,  but  as  a  conference  we  were  acting 
on  simple  order.  It  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  is  therefore  to  be  considered 
as  having  had  our  action  upon  it. 
^  We*  come  now,  in  the  next  i>lace,  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  we  rest  the  defence 
of  the  Baltimere  Conference  in  this  matter. 

First  Because  Uie  Discipline  of  our  Church  has  been  violated  by  Mr.  Harding.' 
We  hold  thathe  violated  the  Discipline  in  refusing  to  manumit  his  slaves,  in  a  casd 
where  he  could  do  it,  and  would  not.  This  is  one  ground.  I  need  here  but  refer 
to  my  former  remarks  to  show  that  the  law  will  admit  of  manumission.  Such  was 
the  course  pursued,  that  he  seemed  to  court  martyrdom,  and  in  a  rude  manner 
denounced  that  venerable  body  as  ultra  a^litionists.  I  would  not  have  brought  in 
dus  irrelatrre  matter  had  not  such  been  brought  in  yesterday. 

Secondly.  Because  Mr.  Harding  entered  into  this  aifficulty  voluntarily.  It  was  big 
own  act,  under  circumstances  of  great  and  high  aggravation.  There  are  some  cases 
in  which  neeeitity  can  be  fairly  plead,  where  3ie  parties  are  residents  in  slave- 
holding  states— in  such  instances  the  parties  may  claim  something  in  mitigation. 
But  for  a  man  who  was  once  free  from  slavery,  uid  Imowing  all  ihe  consequencea 
that  would  result  from  suoh  action,  voluntarily  to  involve  himself  in  it,  makes  it  a 
very  different  case.  I  hope  the  conference  will  bear  this  distinctly  in  mmd.  He 
I  was  no  daveholder  when  the  Baltimore  Conference  received  him  on  trial.  They 
ordained  him  a  deacon  and  elder ;  add  well  he  knew  that  he  could  never  have  eone 
into  orders  had  he  been  a  sUivehoIder.  And  I  hold  it  to  be  the  highest  breach  of 
trust,  for  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  alter  being  put  in  possession  m  all  ministerial 
j^wer,  to  forfeit  his  solemn  oath  of  aHegiance,  and  do  an  act  which  he  well  knowa 
will  be  an  insult  to  his  brethren,  and  a  contravention  of  the  Discipline  he  has  vowed 
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t»  fnaiute.  1  «aY.  er*  I'hold  it  to  be  a  bigli  offibnoo  andbNach  of  tmt  firs 
nuokter  of  Jesus  CoriBt  thus  to  act.  Where  was  the  compakion  1  Why  did  faa, 
compoFativ^y  a  yoaog  iiiaii«  thus  violate  the  pled^  solemmy  given  to  his  &dien  in 
the  Uospel  ?  Why  run  counter  to  the  will  m  the  whole  comerenoe,  and  throw  the 
^ple  of  discord  into  that  body^  and  seek  to  foment  disunion  among  its  membeiaf 
Tnere  was  no  reason — no  necessity  for  it.  He  anight  have  been  removed  the  Boxt 
year  to  another  station.  It  was»  I  repeat,  a  breach  of  trust  of  no  ordinary  charaotMr  " 
thus  to  fly  in  the  face  of  the  Church  and  his  brethren.  And  this  he  did  vohmtaiilj 
and  of  ms  own  accord.  Sir,  I  hold  that  no  Methodist  preacher  has  a  right  to  & 
just  as  he  pleases.    Even  in  the  choice  of  a  wife  he  is  under  obligations  to  make  a 

Srudent  choice,  and  to  take  counsel  of  his  aged  brethren.  No,  sir,  not  even  in  tiie 
elicate  matter  of  marriage  has  a  Methodist  preacher  a  right  to  do  as  he  pleases. 
The  character  and  standing  of  the  conference  are  in  some  measure  in  his  keepmg^ 
and  he  cannot  at  will  shake  off  the  obligation^  and  trifle  witk  the  trust  xbtX  he  nim^ 
self  has  solicited,  aiMl  which  has  been  puced  in  hii  charge  in  perfect  confidence  and 
good  faith.  v 

Thirdly.  Because  he  did  it  with  his  eyes  open.  He  can  plead  no  ignocance  here 
tie  knew  the  law  of  Uie  state  of  Maryland,  wkich  he  has  pleaded  in  his  defeooe  htni. 
And  h^  also  knew,  what  ought  to  have  been  with  him  of  pre-eminent  impoitBDOC^ 
the  law  of  the  Baltimore  Comerence.  All  this  he  knew,  and  that  I  may  not  appear 
to  overstate  my  points,  I  beg  pennission  to  have  read  £ram  our  jcutml  a  caseia 
|N>int.  It  was  that  of  brother  Hansberger.  [Action  of  the  Baltimore  Gonfareooe 
m  that  case  read,  as  recorded  in  the  jounuls,  by  the  secretazr.  It  was  a  similar  caw, 
in  which  the  conference  had  made  a  like  requisition,  and  the  member  had  sob* 
mitted.] 

Mr.  Collins  continued.  The  appellant  had  this  case  before  his  eyes  when  he 
entered  upon  the  engi^ement  and  married  these  slaves.  &uch  resomtions,  pasMd 
by  the  Baltimore  Conference,  ought  to  have  deterred  him  from  taking  this  step. 
One  of  them  goes  to  say,  that  if  any  brother  do  thus  act  in  disregard  of  the  wishes 
of  the  conference  in  this  matter,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  contumacy.  Yet,  with 
this  resolution  before  him,  exposing  himself  to  the  charge  of  contumacy,  he  involved 
himself  and  the  conference  in  this  cUfiiculty. 
^  Fourthly.  Because,  by  becoming  a  slaveholder,  he  rendered  himself  miavailabla 
to  us  as  a  travelling  preachec 

The  Baltimore  Conference  is  compo8e4  of  slaveholdine  and  non^laveholding  teiri- 
tory,  in  nearly  equal  proportions.  As  a  slaveholder,  in  the  non-slaveholdiag  portions 
ef  tne  conference,  they  would  not  hear  him  preach.  He  would  have  to  be  confined 
entirely  to  the  slaveholding  section.  And  if  this  course  were  sanctioned,  there  woidd 
be  increased  diflSculty  entailed  upon  the  appointing  power  of  the  Church  in  keeping 
one  set  of  men  perpetually  in  each  section  of  the  oonfereuoe.  Nor  is  this  aiL  It 
would  have  a  direct  tendency  to  locality,  and  would  thus  strike  at  the  vety  root  of 
our  itinerant  system ;  and  no  man  has  a  rieht  to  involve  himself  so  as  to  confine, 
necessarily,  his  labors  to  any  one  portion  of  the  work,  thus  virtually  giving  up  his 
relation  as  an  itinerant  minister,  aiui  rendering  himself  unavailable.  We  coold  then 
have  nothing  to  do  wiUi  him,  but  to  get  rid  of  him  as  easily  as  we  could,  and  pray 
God  to  fill  his  place  with  some  one  who  will  not  bring  this  discordanoe  among  us.  I 
beg  the  conference  to  look  well  to  this  single  point  jconnected  with  slavery.  He 
would  have  been  to  us  a  semi-lucal  preacher.  Ought  this  to  be  sustained  f  Are 
there  not  tendencies  enough  already  to  localit]^  in  our  system  without  increasing 
them  7  And  ought  such  an  obstruction  as  that  in  which  Harding  has  involved  him- 
self to  be  forced  upon  a  conference  which  has  always  repudiated- it  7  We  want  no 
such  restraints ;  and  because  we  do  not,  we  have  placed  this  brother  in  the  sitoatkai 
he  occupies. 

Our  fifth,  and  last  reason,  is  this.  Because  of  the  position  the  Baltimore  Om- 
fercnce  has  ever  occupied  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  And  I  wish  to  define  this 
position,  that  it  may  be  clearly  and  correctly  understood.  The  Baltimore  Comfec^ 
ence  never  has  sanctioned  the  connection  of  any  of  its  members  with  slavery.  ^  It 
has  been  tried  by  marriage  contracts,  but  that  plan  fiuled.  It  has  been  tried  also 
by  other  means,  out  they  also  feiled ;  and  never  remotely  or  directly,  and  in  no  ^ 
sense,  have  they  affected  our  integrity.  The  Baltimore  Conference  has  maintained 
her  inde^ndence  at  all  times,  and  means  to  maintain  it.  And  in  taking  this  posi* 
tion  she  is  fortified  by  the  PiscipUne ;  call  it  conservative,  or  what  you  will.  She 
is  on  the  old  Methodist  basis,  where  she  was  first  puW-on  the  ground  on  which  sbt 
was  first  planted. 
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We  had  a  definhion  yesterday  of  oonservadsniy  and  I  thouglit  it  -^  strengwl  I 
0<rer  heard  in  my  life.  If  the  prbsecator  be  a  coiuervatiye,  oonYinced  of  the  great 
«TiI  of  slarery,  why,  I  beg  of  him,  will  he  force  this  thing  upon  us  when  w'e  do 
not  want  it  We  lave  laken  no  new  gnsomd  on  diia  subject.^  We  are  juit  where 
we  always  were— standing  as  a  breaJKwater  to  pttKslavery  in  the  soutn,  and  tbs 
waves  of  aboHtion  from  the  north.  I  know  that  this  hais  been  sneered  at,  and 
mnch  san&sm  has  been  spent  n]^  it,  bat  it  is  nevertheless  true.  We  have  not 
been  propelled  to  oar  present  position  either  by  the  north  or  the  sonth.  We  are  just 
where  the  venerable  and  venerated  Asbnry  and  onr  fathers  were.  Brother  Smith 
has  been  largriy  professing  conservatism!  But  what  sort  of  conservatiBm  is  itt 
He  admits  that  siay^ry  is  a  great  evil,  and  yet  is  fiivourable  to  perpetoating  it,  and 
L  a  body  that  always  repa<&ited  it.     'Tis  a  strange  conservatism! 


^  It  npon  a  body  that  always  repnd 

We  know  it  not.  It  never  had  an  existence  in  the  Baltimore  Conference.  We 
cannot  comprehend  it,  and  we  wonld  not,  if  we  oonld.  I  am  not  for  any  violent 
measojre  on  the  subject  of  sUverf.  I  firmly  believe  that  if  this  matter  had  been 
left  alone  and  untouched,  such  is  the  influence  of  Methodinn  and  other  meant, 
that,  ere  this  day,  die  states  of  Marybmd  and  Virnnia  would  have  made  considera- 
ble advance  in  mdual  emancipation.  It  is  by  me  preaching  of  the  6ospel*-tho 
dilSusion  of  ^e  Denevolent  svirit  of  Cfaristiamty,  that  the  rigors  of  slavery  have 
been  abated ;  and  by  the  connanatiQn  of  such  means  shall  the  broad  expansive  pnxk- 
ciples  of  Christian  hberty  be  promidgated  untQ  the  spirit  of  freedom  nnd  a  shrine 
in  every  cabin,  and  a  home  in  every  heart.  I  'love  tne  negro.  My  first  recollee- 
tions — those  infiBtQtile  associations  that  perish  not  tonid  the  rougher  conflicts  of 
life — are  of  a  negro  who  nursed  me.  I  vnisraised  among  them,  and  I  know  how 
to  love  them.  But  let  such  love  be  shown,  not  by.  violent  measures  for  their 
deliverance  fitom  bondage,  but  by  carrying,  in  the  true  spirit  of  Methodist^ 
itinerancy  and  conservatism,  the  Gospel  to  dieir  cabins — ^by  going  to  the  poor 
Afiican  and  praying  for  him  and  with  him— by  visiting  the.  poor  and  needy  among 
them,  the  widow  and  the  Iktherless,  the  sick  and  in  prison !  Yes,  sir,  that  is  ibe 
man  for  me,  who  will  thus  "  show  me  his  fiuth  by  his  works." 

We  had  the  vessel  of  Coronization  and  eradoal  emancipation,  fiur  and  beautiM, 
and  in  fine  trim,  gliding  swiftly  andi  gracemUy  across  the  limpid  waters,  bounding 
from  wave  to  wave  before  the  propitious  breeze.  Joyous]^  and  gracefully  she 
speeds  along  her  trackless  path;  and  the  crested  wave,  kissing  transiently  her  ' 
graceful  bow,  &11b  back  into  the  tranquil  sea— aU,  all  is  fair,  and  orieht,  and  pro** 
peronsf  But  see.'  the  heavens  are  darkeiiing-<-the  storm  is  howling — the  sea 
heaves  beneath  the  sudden  tempest,  and  the  waves  thereof  roar  and  toss  theni- 
selves — the  gale  has  struck  her!  What  then?  Shall  we  desert  her?  No,  sir; 
the  Baltimore  Conference  will  not  do  ao  I  They  will  not  forsake  the  ship  because 
the  gale  has  struck  her,  and  she  bends  beneani  the  storm !  They  will  not  rush 
below  in  terror  and  affright,  or  jump  overboard  widi  phrensied  despair.  Sir,  they 
know  us  not  who  ^nk  we  are  the  men  to  qwuil  in  the  hour  of  danger.  We  will 
not  strike  our  flag.  We  wiU  not  combine  with  the  enemies  of  the  Afirican,  either 
in  the  north  or  south.  We  wiU  work  the  ship,  hoping  and  believing,  that  by  th^ 
blessing  of  Ood,  we  diall  come  off  successfully  at  last !  Abolitionism  shall  never 
make  us  pro-slavery.  Why,  sir,  we  saw  the  cloud,  to  which  my  firiend  refers,  in 
its  deepening,  spreading  darkness-*we  heard  the  pealing  thunder  as  it  was  borne 
ap  to  us  on  the  wings  of  the  tempest  vrind,  and  beheld  the  lurid  glare  of  the 
lightning's  flash;  but  we  were  not  dismayed.  The  gallant  ship — our  eood  old 
Methodismr-^as  outridden  many  a  perilous  storm,  and  will  many  ano&er,  and 
despite  these  passing  dangers  we  mean  to  voyage  in  the  old  ship  "o'er  life's 
tempestuous  ocean,"  and  will  never  leave  her  nor  torsake  her,  for  ours  is  the  rig^t 
kind  of  conservatism.  We  acknowledge,  as  true  conservatives,  moral  excel- 
lence and  worth  on  both  sides.  Some  of  the  best  men  and  women  we  have 
known  have  been  slaveholders,  and  we  are  well  aware  that  some  of  these  are 
slaveholders  of  necessity.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  memben  of  the  Balti- 
more Conference,  who  have  sustained  this  measure,  were  mostly  raised  in  slave- 
holding  states. 

'  The  speaker  then  paid  a  just  tribute  to  certain  members  of  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference who  had  manumitted  their  slaves  for  Christianity's  sake,  and  maintained 
that  instead  of  being  held  up  to  reproach,  that  conference  was  justly  entided  to 
die  thanks  of  Methodism  in  ad  its  connections.  He  then  proceeded  to  recapiti^te 
the  jpointi  which  he  had  endeavoured  to  establish.  He  thought  he  had  proved  that 
Ibe  jotmial  oS  the  conference  was  cDrrect— that  the  laws  of  tiie  state  or  Maryiand 


of  mMnuniirioii— that  ibe  Diaciplme  of  flie  Cliorch  £d  bear  mpoB  Bfr. 
Hardibg's  case— that  that  Diadplme  Inul  been  violated  by  nim — ^that  he  vmm 
righteoilaly  liable  to  the  ooiuequenceB  of  that  violatioii— -that  he  had  acted  m 
the  matter  volnntuilT  and  oaatomacioafllT,  and  that  he  had  rendered  hiaiaelf 
onaTailable,  as  a  traT«lmg  pfreacher,  to  his  brethren  of  the  Balthnore  Confeienoe. 

And  now,  having  shown  the  reaMnu  why  the  Baltimore  Conference  soapended  ^ 
Mr.  Harding,  he  (Mr.  C.)  asked,  Wonld  tne  Genend  Confernice  amad  ma.  back 
again  to  them  1    He  begged  them  to  consider  well^  and  with  ^reat  calmneat. 


before  th'ey  did  so.  Did^they  wish  to  make  axiother  slaveholdmg  confereneet 
Admit  one  slaveholder,  and  the  Baltimore  Conference  has  no  longer  the  inde- 
pendent position  they  could  now  irreproachably  aasume  f  Once  break  down  the 
barrier,  and  they  mnst  admit  others !  Woold  they  thus  humble  their  fathers  in 
Christ,  and  thus  trample  on  old  Methodism  f  He  tnisted  they  would  not,  bat 
woold  assist  them  still  to  occupy  the  ground  they  had,  by  much  sacrifice,  and  witfi 
mochdifficnlty,  been  able  to  take.  If  they  did  change  their  ground,  it  was  hard  to 
■ay  where  they  would  stop.  Their  young  men  womd  by  mairiage  become  slave- 
hoiden,  and  the  principles  which  the  Balthnore  Conference  so  long  had  held 
would  be  sacrificed  entirely.  The  question  was 'a  momentous  one,  not  so  mnch 
between  Mr.  Harding  and  the  Baltimore  Conference,  but  between  the  Baltimore 
Conference  an4  all  future  candidates  for  the  ministry  in  their  conference.  He  was 
aware  that  appeals  would  be  made  to  their  sympathies.  In  this  the  prosecntfon 
would  have  m^  advantage.  But'they  must  also  remember  that  the  appellant  b^ 
his  conduct  had  proved  mat  he  did  not  place  much  value  ui>on  his  reJatkni  to  his 
fethers  and  brethren,  and  therefore  on  that  score  he  could  claim  really  nothing. 

He  did  not  wish  to  won^d  the  feelings  of  the  southern  brethren.  Among  then 
were  many  venersble  for  their  talents,  and  ^ety,  and  usefulness  in  the  Cfamrcb  of 
God ;  but  while  he  would  not  be  the  willing  instrument  of  wounding  their  leelinp, 
he  was  compelled  to  say  what  he  had  said,  that  he  might  put  the  act  of  the  oanfer> 
ence  he  represented  in  its  light  and  proper  view  before  them.  He  prayed  the 
Uessinff  of  God  upon  his  southern  as  well  as  northern  brethren,  and  trusted  they 
should  nve  and  labour  on  in  love  and  fKendahip,  and  that  dme  would  mellow  dowj^ 
•U  asperities  on  the  painfol  subject  which  was  agitating  the  connection,  so  that 
tiiey  might  dwell  together  as  one  femily  on  earth,  and  then  each,  fivm  nortb  and 
south,  and  east  and  wett,  should  enter  triumphantly  into  the  heaven  they  were 
seeking,  where  all  minor  distinctions  woold  be  swallowed  up  and  lost  in  tte 
beatific  contemplation  of  Him  who  had  washed  them  firom  sin  m  his  own  blood, 
and  made  them  ungs  and  priests  unto  God  for  ever. 

Mr.  President, — The  ground  of  the  Baltimore  Confereooe  is  imouestionably  the 
true  one.  She  is  truly^  conservative.  She  never  has  proclaimea— never  will — 
anywhere,  or  at  any  time,  or  under  any  drcumstances,  that  "  slavery  is  a  sitt 
nnder  all  circumstances  ;'* — ^while,  at  the  same  time,  she  wishes  to  preserve  the 
members  of  her  body  disconnected  with  slavery,  that  the  influence  of  their 
example  may  tell  silentiy  and  surely  against  its  perpetuation.  The  head  and 
fiont  of  our  offending-— that  for  which  we  are  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  this  Gen- 
enl  Conference— -is  simply  this:  We  wish  to  keep  slaveiy  from  our  travelling 
ministry.  This  is  no  new  thing  with  us.  The  enort  made  now  is  to  effect  a 
change  in  the  position  of  the  B^timore  Annual  Conference  by  making  it  a  slave- 
boldmg  body.  TI9, 1  trust,  will  not  be  done.  We  cannot  sacrifice  our  ground  ta 
•ocammodate  Mr.  Harding,  or  any  other  man  who  may  choose  to  become  a  slave- 
kolder.  The  issue  of  the  case  before  us  involves  momentous  eonsequenoes, 
affecting  the  whole  Church— and  in  full  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  integrity 
of  the  General  Conference  we  submit  it  to  their  decision. 

The  President  said  that  an^  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  delegation  were  now 
9t  Vhtnty  te  speak  on  the  subject,  and 

Mr.  Slicer  rose  to  address  the  conference.  He  said  he  had  been  in  doubt 
whether  anj  Mher  of  the  delegation  besides  the  brother  who  had  been  roeeidlly 
intrusted  Vith  the  case,  ought  to  address  them  on  this  subject  He  would,  how- 
ever, occupy  their  attention  briefly.  The  memorial  of  certain  local  preachen  had 
been  flnequently  referred  to.  The  brethren  memorialized  the  several  oonferenoea 
either  to  right  them,  or  set  them  off.  But  the  people  were  not  vrilling  to  be  set 
off,  and  when  the  Geueral  Conference  sat  in  Philadelphia  in  1832,  the  people  soutii 
ef  the  Rappahannock  River  memorialized  the  conference  not  to  let  the  .Yirainia 
people  have  them.  And  if  the  people  there  desired  the  ministration  of  the 
preachen  of  the  Baltimora  Conference,  and  net  of  the  Virginia  Confpvw^ioe,  was 
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It  HM  ]&el^  thai  die  frieiids  noilli  rf  thst  mer  iroald  liaTa  attl  sfironger  sentimiBiMt 
I  on  the  0nb|ectf    Something  had  been  said  about  "loaves  and  fiflbM.'*    Now  the 

people  referred  to  were  a  deyer,  intelligent  people,  but  their"  teiritory  waa  by  no 
■Mana  the  mo6t<deaimble  portkm  nnder  the  eare  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

The  reverend  gentLenum  then  gave  a  geographical  deacription  of  the  ooontiy, 
and  said  that  the  Baltin^ipre  Conference  was  in  nowise  diapoaed  to  part  with  them, 
nnlesa  they  (the  people)  wished  it  They  did  not  intend  that  any  number  of  local 
preachers  shinild  separate  them,  bnt  when  a  m;qjari^r  of  the  people  wished  it,  it 
riioold  be  done.  The  people  there  were  ao  adnurable  people,  and  a  conservative 
I  people,  too,  having  been  supplied  with  anti-slaveij  preachers — so  true  was  it  that 

I  the  people  received  their  complexion  from  the  mmistry.    At  Whitemaiah,  where 

the  Soman  Catholic  priests  ovni  slaves  almost  virithout  number,  and  sell  ^em  ad 
iibUwnf  tuodr  pay  the  meney  into  the  '^  Lord's  treasRuy,*'  in  that  vrfaole  comittv 
I  ^very  exists  under  the  worst  SprxoB.    The  rev.  gentleman  gave. a  forther  onalyais 

[  of  the  country  and  the  state  of  feeling  in  the  various  districts,  illustnting  his  poii- 

tion,  thait  the  chwacter  of  the  people  depended  on  the  character  of  the  mimstxy, 
and  showed  that  the  progreM  ol  emandintion  had  been  from  north  to  south. 
He  then  proceeded  to  notice  the  position  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  tbea^ 
f  peUaut  belore  them.    He  (the  apjielhmt)  was  well  aware  that  his  becomiag  t 

slaveholder  would  be  a  disqualification  for  hia  usefulness  among  the  people.  He 
(Mr.  Slioer)  had  known  Mr.  Harding  from  his  yondi  Ujp,  had  preached  in  his  oth- 
er's house,  and  yrem  willing  to  make  any  sacrifice  but  of  principle  to  meet  his  case, 
and  to  bring  him  into  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  conference.  He  must 
mj,  however,  that  aU  the  la!oour  and  anxiety  of  a  committee  mminted  for  that  pur- 
pose was  met  by  the  appellant,  not  only  with  no  sympathy,  but  with  utter  con- 
temjit  and  diasegazd.  if,  however,  he  ttiought  it  more  important  to  maintain  his 
!  position  than  yield  to  the  wishes  of  his  brethren,'  the  election  vi^as  with  him.    The 

conference  could  do  without  him  quite  as  well  as  he  could  do  without  the  confer- 
enoe.  If  he  were  sent  back  twenty  times,  the  Baltimore  Conference  would  not 
change  its  ground ;  and  he  (Mr.  S.)  looked  confidentiv,  as  he  prayed  earnestly,  ibr 
the  day  w^hen  this  dark  spot  should  be  wiped  away  from  this  free  country. 

Mr.  Griffith  had  no  intention  to  make  a  speech  on  the  subject,  but  he  wished  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  omiferenoe  to  a  few  fiicts  connected  vrith  the  matter  under 
their  notice.  'It  had  been  said  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  occupied  a  territory 
nearly  equally  divided  between  slaveholding  and  non-slaveholding  states,  and  em> 
bracing  part  of  Virginia;  yet  the  Baltimore  Conference  had  always  contrived  to 
.  avoid  any  agitation  of  the  question  amon^  the  people  of  Vireinia,  and  had  never 

I  violated  any  of  tiie  laws  of  that  state ;  ana  from  this  he  thought  a  lesson  might  be 

I  learned.    Yesterday,  the  brother,  in  advocating  the  cause  of  the  appellant,  had  said 

'  **  only  slavery  where  we  must,'*  as  if  he^intencfed  to  make  the  impression  .tbat  this 

young  man  was  of  necessity  connected  with  slavery — tied  hand  and  foot.  Now 
this  was  far  from  being  the  fact— there  was  not  a  word  of  truth  in  it.  He  could 
disentangle  himself  in  an  hour  if  he  liked,  the  laws  of  Maryland  notwithstanding. 
In  point  of  fact,  the  law  against  manumission  was  inoperative.  It  would  be  in-  ' 
deed  strange  if  a  freeman  had  not  the  right  to  make  that  disposal  of  his  pro- 
perty which  he  might  choose  to  make.  Maryland  never  had  said  that  a  slave  nnght 
be  taken  up  and  sold — she  novel-  had  declared  that  slaves  were  property,  and  then, 
in  the  same  breath,  that  men  should  not  do  what  they  thought  fit  with  their  own 
property,  and  that  she  assumed  the  right  to  do  that  which  sne  forbade  the  owner 
doing.  No,  sir,  they  know  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  set  his  slaves  free— they  know 
tile  megality  and  imperfection  of  any  act  to  the  contrary—- and  yet  they  try  to  con- 

*trol  it,  and  ward  off  the  consequences  by  this  kind  of he  hardly  knew  how 

tn  designate  such  kind  of  legislation. 

One  word  further.  That  young  brother  was  perfectly  at  liberty  to  emaneipafe 
his  slaves  at  any  time  he  liked.  No  man  in  the  state  of  Maryland  doubted  his 
right.  Slaves  were  set  free  aU  over  the  state.  And  if  the  Virrihia  Conference 
had  been  as  careful  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  her  own  original  position  as  tiie 
Baltimore  Conference,  sne  would  now  have  been  as  free  from  the  great  evil  as  the 
Baltimore  Conference  was.  And  why  not?  The  Baltimore  Conference  keepa 
territory  side  bj  side  with  the  Virginia  Conference.  Nothing  but  the  Ra^hao- 
nock  River  divides  them.  And  the  Baltimore  Conference  had  occupied  this  terri- 
tory with  preachers  free  from  slavery,  and  you  will,  on  examining  tiie  statistics, 
find  that  we  have  had,  at  least,  equal  success  with  our  Yirginiat  brethreii. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Griffith's  remarks,  the  President  inquired  whether  iStm 
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doic^gation  of  the  Baltimore  Confereiioe  Jiad  oanclnded,  when  Dr.  Smith  add  ke 
hoped  not,  for  they-  had  not  yet  attempted  to  show  that  the  appellant  waa  theownor 
of  a  single  slave.     ' 

Mr.  Collins.  This  is  not  the  place.  He  has  already  acknowledged  that  he  waa 
■o  involved  in  slaveholding  that  he  conld  not  get  rid  of  it. 

Mr.  Harding.    I  do  not  admit  it — I  deny  it.  ^ 

Mr.  Collins.  What  did  the  presiding  elder  and  the  record  on  the  jonraal  aayt 
Why,  that  Mr  Harding  has  "  come  into  the  possession  of  several  slaves." 

There  were  a  variety  of  ways  in  which  a  man  ooold  become  connected  with 
slavery.  One  of  which  was  by^  a  marria^  contract,  of  all  other  courses  thei  moat 
dishonourable  and  hateful.  This  shifting  it  upon  the  woman  was  adiling  metfmeaa 
to  injury,  and  was  nothing  but  a  mere  special  plear— a  disingenuous  and  disrepu- 
table quibble.  He  (the  aj^>ellant)  gets  the  benefit,  and  ms  the  control  of  the 
property,  and  is  therefore  m  &Gt  a  slaveholder.  Let  them  not  hang  their  defenoa 
on  suph  a  mere  technicatity. 

Mr.  Sargent.  The  whole  action  proceeded  on  the  admitted  fact,  that  he  waa 
a  slaveholder;  and  the  fiict  was  never  denied,  and  this  plea  is  entirely  an  after 
thought 

Mr.  Collins  said  tint  an  honourable  man  would  hate  to  get  off  by  any  such  quib- 
ble. The  man  never  denied  that  he  vnis  a  slaveholder.  And  this  was  also  in  di- 
rect opposition  to  the  plea  set  up  yesterday,  namely,  that  he  offered  to  send  these 
slaves  to  Liberia  or  any  free  state.  If  he  had  no  slaves,  either  jointly  or  oth«r- 
wiae,  why  make  that  plea,  and  try  to  get  off  by  saving  that  he  had  consented  to 
remove  them  7  And  why  pledge  his  consent  if  he  had  no  ownenhip  ?  Let  them 
meet  the  case  honestly  and  &ir]y.  They  were  not  arguing  the  matter  before  a  aet 
4^  quibbling  lawyers.  This  was  a  mere  nue.  But  it  would  not  do.  The  very 
law  they  had  appealed  to  was  against  them.  By  section  2,  ^t  made  him  joint 
owner  with  his  wife  to  all  intuits  and  purposes,  and  the  appellant  knew  it.  Vety 
sorry  was  he  (Mr.  C.)  that  the  prosecutor  should  think  it  necessary  to  resort  to 
auch  a  quibble. 

Some  ftirther  conversation  arose  respecting  the  time  at  which  the  rejoinder 
should  be  heard,  as  the  anniversary  of  the  mble  Society  was  to  be  held  on  the 
Ibltowing  day ;  but  the  conference  adjourned  without  coming  to  any  oonduaion. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  10. 

By  consent  of  the  appellant's  advocate,  Mr.  Collins  again  took  the  floor.  He 
acknowledged  the  courtesy  and  Christian  temper  manifested  by  Dr.  Smith.  He 
wished  to  touch  one  or  two  points  before  he  was  ruled  out  by  the  discipline  regu- 
lating the  conference.  A  rumour  prevailed,  he  had  learned,  among  the  members 
of  the  conference,  that  there  was  at  present  three  or  four  slaveholdem  in  the  Bal- 
timore Conference.  He  (Mr.  C.)  denied,  distinctly  and  fidly,  that  such  waa  the 
case — ^they  had  not,  nor  would  they  have,  a  slaveholder  among  them.  He  then 
glanced  at  the  various  cases  that  had  come  before  them,  as  an  annual  canference^ 
and  showed  that  Sn  every  case  they  had  treated  them  exactly  as  they  had  dealt 
with  Mr.  Harding. 

Messrs.  Davis,  Griffith,  and  Slioer  emphatically  denied  the  truth  of  such  a  rumour, 
and  endorsed  all  Mr.  C.  had  said  upon  the  subject: 

Mr.  M'Mahan  rose  to  order.  He  objected  to  this  answering  all  the  gosaip 
they  might  hear  out  of  door.  If  they  were  all  tQ  do  so,  he  knew  not  wlwie  it 
might  stop. 

Bishop  Waugh  thought,  as  it  was  connected  in  some  degree  with  the  appeal 
before  the  conference,  m  which  the  conference  had  allowed  some  Utitade  to  both 
sides,  it  was  not  necessary  to  interrupt  the  speaker.  There  v^as  hardly  any  departoie 
yet  that  could  call  for  interference. 

Mr.  Collins  resumed.  He  wished  also  to  correct  another  wrong  impression.  It  , 
was  partially  beUeved  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  suspending  Mr.  Harding 
had  acted  in  ignorance  of  the  law  of  1843.  He  begged  to  correct  tnis  misconcep- 
tion. They  had  before  them  the  opinion  of  Justice  Merrick  with  regard  to  this  very 
law.  But  he  would  say  boldly»  that  if  the  law  had  been  tenfold  what  it  is,  if  it  had 
actually,  outright  and  downright,  without  any  possibility  of  avoiding  it,  taken  these 
alaves  fix>m  Harding's  control,  the  conference  would  still  have  acted  just  as  they 
did;  because  they  did  not  intond  to  change  their  ground,  and  could  not  pretend  to 
alter  their  views  with  every  shifting  of  the  legislature.  Besides,  the  legislature  did 
net  compel  Mr.  Harding  to.  become  a  slavebokler. 
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Sittoe  the  damnaAaa^  he  had  spoken  with  Mvdral  preachers  who  were  orer  heie 
iram  the  Baltimore  Cmiferenoe^  and  they  all  agreed  tlut  Vtr.  Harding  never  gave 
'  the  pledge  he  said  he  did ;  so'he  (Mr.  C.^  thought  that  point  was  disposed  of.  As 
to  t^B  question  of  ownership,  it  was  plainly  laid  down  in  the  laws  of  the  state,  that 
the  hun)and  had  joint  ownerihip.  The  law  wi^  desimed  sunply  to  ^ve  the  wife 
each  control  over  her  property  that  it  should  not  he  tuten  from  her  for  any  debts  or 
'contracts  of  her  husband,  and  if  the  lady  i»a  sUvefiolder,  the  husband  is  one  too. 
The  gentleman  went  through  the  different  sections  of  the  law  with  great  ability, 
-diflseccing  and  analyzing  them  with  much  skiU  and  minuteness,  and  tnen  touched 
apcm  the  Discipline  of  tne  Church,  to  show  that  it  was  more  positive  in  requiring  ft 
travellmg  preacher  to  manumit  his  slaves  than  it  was  with  loc^  jireachers  and  other 
officers  ^  the  Church.  He  then  proceeded  to  show  that  pubhc  opinion  at  Baits- 
more,  and  throughout  most  of  the  territory  xmder  the  char^  of  that  conference,  was 
in  their  fiivour ;  and  that  there  was  no  praeUccU  difficulty  m  the  way  of  manumitting 
slaves  in  Maiyland,  for  it  was  constantly  done,  and  four-fifths  of  the  coloured  peo- 
ple in  Baltimore  were  free.  And  now,  he  inquired,  were  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence  to  be  made  to  lick  the  dust  at  the  feet  of  the  appellant,  or  were  they  to  be 
supported  in  their  action,  4s  they  ought  to  be  T  Wocua  the  GSeneral  Conference  say 
to  tne  Baltimore  Conference,  after  all  her  prayers,  and  efforts,  and  sacrifices,  and 
nproaeh,  that  she  was  to  take  into  her  bosom  a  slaveholding  minister  Y  If  so,  the 
oonsequences  would  be  calamitous  in  the  extreme.  The  issue  was  fairly  before 
them,  and  whatever  were  the  consequences  it  must  be  fairly  met. 

He  ^n  made  a  most  eamestand  affectionate  appeal  to  his  southembrethren,  calling 
upon  lliem  by  their  avowal  of  the  evil  of  slaveir  not  to  force  the  "  evil"  upon  a  qonfer- 
•oca  that  had  hitherto  kept  clear  of  it ;  and  addressing  the  other  two  sections  of  the 
Church,  he  imalored  diem,  by  their  love  of  order,.and  tiieir  regard  for  discipline,  to 
Bustain  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  this  appeal. 

->  Dr.  Smith  then  rose  to  rejdy.  He  said,  Sir,  I  wish  most  particularly  to  disclaim 
the  obligations  the  speakers  have  felt  themselves  free  to  express  for  tlie  indulgence 
extended  Aem.  It  was  no  tax  to  my  feelings  to  entertain  the  request  to  make  an 
explanation  this  morning,  and  no  risk  to  my  cause  to  grant  it.  Although  the 
«<  explanation"  amounted  to  a  second  speech  cm  the  merits  of  the  case,  and  occu 
pied  some  two  hours  or  more,  yet  I  may  safely  commit  the  whole  of  it  to  our  faithfel 
reporter.  If  I  understand  myself,  few  things  would  have  affbrded  me  more  plea- 
sore  than  for  the  counsel,  Mr.  Collins,  both  on*his  own  account  and  the  reputation 
of  his  conference,  to  have  recovered  his  position  before  this  body  and  the  whole 
Church.  No  one,  I  am  sure,  will  doubt  his  ability.  He  bas  exhausted  his- 
resources  both  of  argument  and  eloquence.  He  has  been  mdulged,  both  by  myself 
and  the  conference,  m  every  advantage  he  asked.  Still,  sir,  I  feel  satisfied,  from 
the  mapoifest  weakness  of  his  positions,  that  if  he  will  suffer  the  reporter  to  do  him 
justice,  he  wiQ  find  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  his  cause.  .  From  various  indications 
OB  this  floor,  there  may  be  good  reason  to  fear,  that  Uie  cause  of  the  appellant  finds 
but  litde  sympathy  with  many.  The  American  Methodist  Churoh,  however,  may 
give  a  different  verdict.  The  eounsel  may  find  as  much  cause  ultimately  to  cower 
under  this  decision  as  he  now  finds  to  triumph  Under  the  strange  sympathy  which 
has  offensive  doctrines  have  met  with  in  this  body.  Before  I  enter  upon  the  true 
issues  before  tiie  conference,  I  must  notice  several  points  which  the  counsel  teoA 
tiiDse  who  have  come  to  his  aid  ha^e  dwelt  upon  as  important  to  ^eir  cause.  I 
ehall  treat  them  as  preliminaiy  to  this  discussion. 

1.  The  speaker,  brother  Collins,  has  complimented  me — ^in  very  flattering  terms 
to  be  sure--on  what  he  considers  my  conversion  from  pro-slavery  to  anti-slavery 
principles.  Sir,  this  was  intended  for  effect.  The  impression  may  be  made  that  I 
did  not  give  my  actual  opimons  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  This  is  a  short  way  of 
ttvoiding  my  argument.  Why  did  not  the  speaker  invandate  my  position,  by  show- 
ing that  slavery  in  its  drcnmstances  is  necessarily  sinful,  and,  therefore,  the  course 
of^the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  should  be  ^sustained ?  Why,  sir?  Because 
there  was  h  much  sounder  discretion  in  declining  to  meet  my  arguments,  and  cover 
his  retreat  by  the  intimation  that  I  did  not  m^seu  believe  the  doctrines  on  which 
the  vindication  of  Mr.  Harding  rests.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  yield  this  advantage.  My 
w^uments,  showing  that  slavery  is  not  necessarily  sinful,  are  unanswered — ^indeed 
imtouohed.  And  until  this  be  done,  the  action  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  is 
wholly  indefensible.  If  moral  turpitude  j  more  or  le#f,  does  not  necessarily  attach 
to  slaveiyf  the  decision  of  this  court  of  ministers,  depriving  a  menfl>er  of  then:  body 
tf  ho^  ord^ny  simply  beoaoM  ef  his  tuioa  by  msmage  with  a  lady  who  hdd  pra- 


perty  in  slaves,  kanoutrBjEa  apon  tibe  feeling  of  the  appeQettt^  aa  IndlnBtjr  lo  a 
very  large  portion  of  tlie  CQurck,  and  a  reflection  on  the  jodgment  of  the  BahiBioaB 
Conference.  Sir,  I  should  ^predate  moch  more  highly  the  position  of  the  speaker 
had  he  met  my  arsumsnt  &irly.  But  I  am  oonverted,  it  is  said !  When  t  Where  1 
or  at  what  altar  ?  I  hone^y  confess  I  know  nolliing  abont  it.  It  is  a  change  I 
.nevei;  felt.  I  never,  on  any  former  occasion,  attempted  an  extended  ezpressioB  of 
opinion  before  this  body  on  the  subjeotfof  slaverv.  On  the  snbjeet  pf  aboiUtaoii  JT 
remember  to  have  made  a  remark  on  the  floor  ot  the  General  Conference  of  1838. 
I  will  quote  it  here.  "  Abolition  is  now  in  its  egg  state— now  you  can  pat  yoor 
foot  upon  it,  and  crash  it;  but  if,  instead  of  this,  you  breathe  upon  it  the  wann 
breath  of  your  approbation,  it  shall  hatch  a  scorpion  that  shall  sting  you  to  the 
heart."  And  now,  sir,  I  ask  whether  my  prediction  is  in  a  way  to  be  verified  or 
not?  Twelve  years  only  have  passed  away,  and  a  purely  abolition  movement  on 
the  part  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference  finds  mvour  in  this  body.  Yes,  sir, 
such  are  the  indications  that  it  may  be  well  if  we  be  not  on  the  eve  of  divmon. 
3f  our  decision  in  this  case  may  be  the  knell  of  our  long^cherished  onion. 

I  affirmed  in  my  opening  speech,  that  the  south  was  not  pro-slavery  but  antl- 
slavery.  The  Georgia  and  Sonth  Carolina  Conference  delegations,  with  every  ochar 
memtwr  from  the  south  on  this  floor,  united  in  a  most  hearty  resptmse  to  the  appeal 
I  made  to  them  on  this  point  This,  too,  is  seized  upon,  and  these  ooKferenoeswe 
also  congratulated  upon  their  convorsion.  This  is  based  chiefly  I  suppose  upon  the 
resolution]^ adopted  b^  these  conferences  in  1831,  declaring  that  sUvery  "is- not 
a  moral  evil."  But,  su:,  this  argues  no  change.  They  stiU  adhere  to  their  poaitfon, 
in  the  sense — end  a  eood  one,  too— in  which  they  used  the  phcase  "  niond  eviL" 
The  popular  sense  of  their  resolutiona,  as  understood  everywnere,  was  simply  this, 
thai  slavery  was  not  necessarily  sinfuL  They  stiU  believe  so.  Sir,  no  other  moBB- 
ing  was  «ver  attached  to  "  moral  evil,"  as  a  popular  expression,  until  the  editor  el 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  thought  proper  to  <»J1  up  a  meaninff  unknown 
to  the  popular  mind.  To  raise  a  platfenn  on  vnnoh  the  aboUtionistB  of  the  north 
might  stand,  without  identifying  themselves  with  O.  Scott,  and  his  extreme  mea- 
sures of  reforming  the  government  of  the  Church,  he  called  up  the  distinotian 
between  "  moral  evil"  and  sin.  Thus  he  rallied  the  scattered  ferces  of  the  north, 
dubbing  Scott,  &c.,  as  "  radico-abolitianists,"  and  the  Simon  Pures  as  "  ab<^tionistB^' 
merely.  How  far  this  consolidation  of  northern  forces  was  done  with  a  view  to 
consequences  which  now  threaten  the  Church  with  division,  I  cannot  say. 

No,  sir,  we  are  not  oonverted.  We  stand  on  the  same  ground  we  have  occupied 
from'  the  foundation  of  the  Church—the  grand  conservative  ground  laid  by  ear 
&thers  in  the  book  of  Discipline.  Slavery,  as  it  exists  among  us,  is  "  a  great  evfl  ;'* 
and  I  will  add,  to  none  so  great  an  "  evil"  as  to  the  master.  **  It  is  not,  hovrever, 
necessarily  a  sin."  I  will  add,  it  is  only  a  sin  to  those  individuals  who  abuse  the 
institution.  No,  sir,  wo  have  not  changed  our  ground.  We.  have  no  hecatomb  ef 
elaughtered  princii>leB  to  offer  upon  the  altar  of  abolition  devotions.  Ami  if  they 
would  bind  our  principles,  we  would  point  them  to  the  prophetic  ".he-goat"  in 
Daniel's  vision,  as  more  symbolical  of  the  desolating  effect  of  their  fanatical  mea- 
fures,  and  say  to  th^n.  Take  him  for  the  sacrifice ! 

2.  I  made  a  strong  point  of  the  informality  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  jonraak^ 
claiming  on  this  ground  that  the  case  be  at  least  returned  for  a  new  trial.  The 
.  jealous  concern  of  the  counsel  for  the  re^tation  of  his  cmiference  is  pecuHarif 
awaked  at  the  indi^pity  of  such  an  imputation.  Well,  let  us  see.  The  Discipljae 
of  onr  Church  requires  that  in  the  trial  of  a  minister,  <*  regular  minutes  of  the  triid 
shi^  be  kept,  including  all  the  questions  proposed  to  me  witnesses,  with  their 
answers."  According  to  the  statement  of  the  counsel  there  was  no  witness  in  the 
case  but  Harding  hinuelf.  Now,  sir,  according  to  the  discussion  the  other  day,  and 
the  argument  of  counsel,  the  merit  of  this  case  turns  chiefly  upon  this  point  did 
Mr.  Harding  pledge  himself  and  his  wife,  before  the  conference,  to  send  these  slsres 
to  Africa  or  to  a  firee  state,  if  they  icould  consent  to  got  One  of  the  delegation 
distinctly  remembers  that  he  did  so  pledge  himself  and  his  wife :  the  ath«E»  do  not 
xememlier  to  have  heard  the  pledge.  Afi,  however^  agree  that  the  witness  made 
many  statements  before  the  conference ;  some  of  these  ^ou  have  heard  plead  agaiant 
him  D¥  the  counsel.  Why,  sir— -seeing  he  was  most  ui^justiy  made  to  witness  a^siait 
himseu— why,  1  a&,  do  not  the  journals  recoiid  his  testhnony,  that  he  may  now 
have  the  benefit  of  it  7  Are  not  the  journals  defective  in  this  respect  7  And  as  a 
iNnoof  of  the  bearing  of  this  feet  upon  the  issue,  I  appeal  to  brother  Tippett,  amen- 
ber  of  the  dele^ition,  had  Hwding  been  thus  mdentoqdr  if  it  is  iikety  he  w«ald 
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have  been  ioipeiiddd.    Bcoflwr  Tippett,  I  see,  k  alLBBt^  fir.    I  mdantttiid  fai» 
aQence ;  he  Imows  it  to  be  eo. 

Mr.  Tippettr— finom  hi»  seat— I  deem  it  nnneceflmy  to  axuwer  noWi  Ctbe  txnie  for 
receivio^  testimony  having  pasied.) 

It  is  not  important  yo«  shoiild,  tir.  It  migfat  inTolve  yaa  in  terkniia  rwpGiiaibiU* 
ties.  Your  nlenceii  sufficient.  Now,  ar,  can  anythinfj;  be  more  plain  tban  tfaisy  that 
nheae  joomaLi  are  diafeotive,  and  that  in  a  ppint  moat  material  to  the  iwae  before 
OS  7  Ib  it  not  the  least  we  can  do,  in  justice  to  the  appellant,  to  send  him  back  for  a 
'  new  trial  7  Bill,  sir,  the  journals  record  material  fiucti,  which  show  the  fllecati^ 
and  injustice  of  the  whole  proceeding  so  cleuly,  that  he  is  entitled  to  be  wfaolty 
released  firom  the  suspension.     This  I  Will  show  in  the  proper  |)iace. 

3,  The  next  point  on  which  I  should  malce  some  remarks  is  the  reply  of  the     * 
General  Conference  pf  1840  to  the  menuMrial  &om  Westmoreland,  Virffinia.    The  ori-    % 
gin  of  this  memorial  I  have  explained.    I  read  the  resohitioa  adopted  by  the  confer-    -^ 
ence^    The  counsel  finds  himself  much  embarrassed  by  this  resolution ;  and  con^f 
tents  imnself  with  a  flat  denial  that  it  adoAits  of  any  application  to  the  case  of  the 
^pellant.    He  affinns  that  it  applied  exdnsively  to  local  preachers.    That  it  oev    * 
ginated  in  the  case  of  local  preachers  is  admitted.    Bat  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee is  an  elaborata  and  most  conclusive  argument  in  support  of  a  principle  which 
applies  to  all  preachers.    The  argument  is  not  as  to  the  meaning  of  Disdipline  is 
raCrtion  to  local  preachers  merefy,  as  he  supposes.    The  report  condudes  with  • 
resolutiott,  which  I  have  before  read,  and  m>m  which  I  vfSil  quote  one  danse : 
**  The  ownership  of  slave  property  in  states  or  territories  where  the  laws  do  not 
admit  of  emancipation,  ana  permit  the  lfl>enited  dave  to  ei\joy  freedom,  constitatea 
BO  legal  barrier  to  the  election  or  ordination  of  ministen  to  ike  varioiu  grade9  of 
office  known  in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church."    "  Variomo 
grade*  of  office,^*    Can  langnaffe  be  more  explicit  1    On  what  authority,  therefore^    . 
ean  it  be  pVsaded  that  this  appBes  to  local  preachers  onlyf    That  oonstimtes  but  '^ 
one  of  the  grades  of  oflBce.    Sir,  the  assertion  is  a  jgross  absurdity.    I  maintain, 
therefore,  that  the  meaning  of  Discipline,  by  this  decision  of  the  General  Conference 
of  I84Q,  is  settled  in  Mr.  Harding's  mvonr.     Language  cannot  more  dearly  warrant 
a  conclusion.    And  for  this  General  Conference  to  sustain  the  Baltimore  Conference 
in  Harding'sx»se,  is  to  do  it  in  the  teeth  of  the  Discipline  as  interpreted  by  them- 
selves in  1840.    It  is  to  add  to  the  afl)ictionB  of  the  outraged  brediren  of  WestmcrsN 
land,  who  are  the  more  gri/svonsly  wrcogecf  iu  this,  that  to  the  present  time,  the 
Baltimore  Conference  have  conthraed  to  deny  them  their  rights.    Surely,  sir,  tina 
conference  should  be  held  to  a  rigid  accountability  for  this  act  of  ii^justioe  to  the 
local  brethren  of  Westmoreland,  and  of  contumacy  to  the  General  Conference. 
But,  instead  of  this,  will  you  embolden  them  in  a  systematic  oonrse  of  wrong-doing, 
by  refusing  to  sustain  the  appeal  f    I  hope  not. 

In  this  connection  1  propose  to  notioe  several  partioalars  of  a  kindred  cfaaractaKv 
introduced  by  the  counsel.  It  is  affirmed  that  Mr.  Hardinc's  relatiott  to  slavecr 
rendered  him  "unavailable"  as  a  Methodist  preacher.  On  this  ground  it  is  aigoeoy 
^t  it  was  expedient  to  "euepend  iUm,"  beoaose  die  oonfervnoe  is  antborizad 
(and  are  accustomed  so  to  do)  to  locate  men  who  are  unamilable.  That  is,  sir,  te 
throw  the  language  into  a  more  logical  fonn— beoaose  the  conference  has  an  oicAo* 
rifjf,  which  they  are  accustomed  to  exercise,  to  locate  one  who  is  unavailable  as  M. 
travelling  preadier,  (whiek^  be  it  observed,  leaver  him  ta  poesesnon^  of  hie  meniete*- 
rial  order»f)  therefore,  it  was  both  le^  and  expedient  to  euepeud  me  appellant^ 
sod  thus  deprive  htm  of  his  ministerial  orders !  Fine  logic  tins !  But,  sir,  on  what 
ground  was  Mr.  Harding  unavailable  7  Why,  because  a  part  of  the  conference 
appointmenti  are  wililin  a  noONilavehdding  state.  Wdl,  sir,  are  all  the  membert 
of  this  bodv  considered  **  unavailable"  whom  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  send  to 
any  port  of  the  work  7  How  absurd !  This  conference  abounds  wtdssppointments 
to  wbick  the  impellent  could  be  sent  vrith  ^be  greatest  propriety.  The  plea  is  e 
mere  pretext.  The  counsel  affirmed  that  *'  sfawery  had  ceased  ere  this  m  Uary^ 
land  if  it  had  been  let  alone."  True,  sir.  Whf  then  will  not  the  Baltimore  Coi^ 
ferenceletitalone?  Do  they  let  it  alone  by  a  systematic  plan  of  proscription?  No^ 
sir,  no. 

I  charged  the  Baltimore  Conference  witii  great  and  manifest  iaconsistwcy  in 
snspending  Mr.  Harding,  because  he  would  not  manumit  the  slaves  of  his  vnfe^ 
when  at  the  same  time  they  required  him  to  retsju  a  part  of  €be  servants  in  perpe^ 
pal  slaverv.  This,  I  said,  was  an  abandonment  of  principle ;  and  I  now  aod  tluit 
it  diows  mat  Mr.  Harding  was  seised  as  a  victim,  whose  sacrifice  was  the  only  way 
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of  reaebjng  othei^  and  tnore  inflaential  memben  of  ike  eonferanc^.  The  ooqUmI 
trininphea  greatly  in  the  assarance  be  gave  yoa,  that  this  feature  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  in  Haniinff's  case  **  was  not  adopted  by  conference,  but  Was  strack 
oat"  Bat,  sir,  I  cannot  let  the  conference  escape  in  this  way.  I  will  hold  thenr 
to  their  responsibility  by  the  finn  grasp  of  docnmelitary  Ireth.  The  vote  of  4ie 
conference  on  the  report  of  the  committee  in  Hardin^s  case,  did  not  tirike  ovt  ^Bba 
clause  leaving  him  in  possessicm  of  oertaip  slaves,  Tspecified  by  name,)  bat  only  stnick 
oat  the  clause  assigmng  the  reason  for  reqairme  mm  to  keep  them  in  slaveiy.  Sudi 
is  the  &ct,  sir,  accoi^ng  to  the  document,  ana  the  shame  of  die  transaction  will 
attach  to  iho  Baltbnore  Conference  until  they  reform  dieir  virays.  But  the  ooanflel 
is  particularly  liberal  to  us  on  this  point,  «nd  equally  fatal  to  his  cause.  He  is  free 
to  tell  us  a  part  ot  his  argument,  what  this  reason  was;  namely,  that  the  laws  of  the 
state  did  not  admit  of  enlancipation  afber  a  certain  age.  This  he  says  to  vindicate 
his  conference  from  the  charge  I  urged,  of  inconsistency  in  holding  the  apnellant  to 
so  pious  on  accountability  to  firee  himself,  at  the  pen!  of  his  membenlnp,  from 
slavery,  and  at  the  same  time  require  himtD  hold  certain  of  them  in  perpetual  bond' 
a^>  Beally,  sir,  it  seems  that  the  same  evU  genius  which  unquestionably  nre- 
sided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body  of  grave  divines,  still  holds  nnoontroued 
dominion  over  the  mind  of  the  counsel.  For,  let  me  remind  you,  in  a  word,  of  the 
late  law  of  Maryland,  of  1848,  which  I  read  the  other  day.  In  ^is  it  is  specificalW- 
provided  that  the  old  law,  to  which  the  counsel  refers,  be  and  is  hereby  rescmdeo, 
and  herei^r  all,  without  respect  to  age,'  shall  be  eligible  to  emancipatioB  on  the 
same  conditions. 

4.  But,  sbr,  the  coxmsel  sought  to  involve  me  in  absurdity.  I  argued  that 
slavery  was  not  necessarily  a  sin,  and  that  its  circumstanoes  are  such  that  it  is 
right  to  tolerate  it,  although  it  be  connected  with  many  evfls.  Now,  if  this  ^ositioii 
involves  an  absurdity,  the  converse  of  it,  I  suppose;  must  be  true.  That  is,  it  is 
wrong  to  tolerate  slavery  (being  connected  wiui  so  many  evils)  because  it  is  sinfial 
under  all  circumstances.  And  whatever  ma^  be  the  speculative  opinion  of  mem* 
ben  of  th^  Baltimore  Conference  on  this  pomt,  I  oan  see  no  reasonable  ground  on 
which  they  can  stand  respected  in  their  own  eyes  for  the  decisioii  in  Harding't 
case  but  uiis,  thtU  kU  relation  to  slavery  was  tinfuL  Observe,  sir,  he  was  not 
located.  This  would  have  left  him  in  possession  of  orders.  He  was  not  rtoroved 
merely.  No,  sir,  ho  was  tutpended-'^itaA  is  (in  view  of  the  declaration  tnat  he 
could  not  nuike  the  required  pledge)  expelled  the  ministry— ^posed  from  orders. 
And  for  what,  sir  ?  For  no  heterodoxy  m  doctrine,  nor  vicionsness  of  life — that  is, 
Ibn*  no  sin.  Wfll  they  say  this?  Unless  they  do,  U  follow  that  they  looked  npon 
kit  relation  to  slavery  ae  consUtuting  him  a  nmner.  And  on  what  other  h^rpotbesis 
can  we  account  for  the  paternity  of  a  aeries  of  most  offensive  remaiks  which  have 
crated  so  harshly  upon  our  ears,  especially  from  Messrs.  CoUins  and  Griffith  f  If 
Mr.  Harding's  connection  vnth  slavery  (just  such  a  connection  as  is  held  by  aoutb* 
em  men  generally)  be  not  in  a  hign  degree  sinful,  many  remarks  from  these 
brethren  are  without  any  apology  that  I  can  coooeive  of.  Why,  sir,  in  the  select 
phrasedLosy  of  these  speakeis,  slavery  is  always  "  a  daiic  subject  !*'  The  appellant 
»  chargea  with  having  involved  himself  in  all  the  difficulties  that  embarrass  and 
affiiot  him,  **  by  marrymg  the  woman  he  did"— end  vrhy^  f  Because  she  had  slaves. 
And,  sir,  fbr  this  crime  he  is  fmreonaUy  charged  on  this  floor  by  word,  aocompa- 
Died  widi  a  most  emphatic  gesticulation,  with  mtving  violated  his  pliriited  fiuth  to  me 
oonference,  and  discarding  "  the  godly  admonitions  of  his  brethren.  Nay,  he  was 
asked  where  vras  his  **  conscience"  when  he  formed  this  matrimonial  connection  f 
Yes,  sir,  so  frill  of  taipitude  is  the  crime  of  mairyiiu^  a  lady  with  this  property,  that 
it  must  be  hunted  oown,  even  at  the  expense  of^Mn.  Harding's  feelings.  It  ii 
affirmed,  in  allusion  to  her,  that "  no  pious  abd  intelligent  woman"  would  jeop- 
«  aidize  Ae  standing  (in  the  Baltimore  Conference)  "  of  a  husband  in  whose  judg- 
ment and  dis<»etion  she  confides,  for  the  oonsidwation  of  a  few  shives."  I  real^ 
had  thought  that  if  the  opinions  c^  the  speaker  did  not,  that  his  gallantry,  in  view 
of  these  galleries,  would  save  him  from  so  fiur  outraging  the  feelings  of  a  lady.  ( Jfr. 
CoUine  explained,  and  dieeUdmed  all  inteniion  to  impugn  the  piety  or  tntelUgeuee' 
of  Mrs.  Hardin^^he  did  not  doubt  either.)  I  beHeve  you,  sir;  and  it  was  my^ 
purpose  to  offer,  m  your  behalf,  the  best  apology  1  could  fbr  the  freedom  of  ezpres- 
aion  you  employed  in  this  delicate  connection.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  no  drmbt  that  it 
was  the  appellant  who  was  to  suffer  by  this  reference  to  his  lady.  If  the  Rlavea 
were  not  manumitted,  we  were  to  understand  it  to  be  wholly  Ins  fault  This  is 
the  gist  of  the  matter.    But,  sir,  I  am  not  right  sure,  after  all,  that  he  should  be 
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beld  to  accountability  in  ^m  way,  for  the'  disposition  which  his  lady  would  make 
of  property  made  hers— to  be  held  in  her  own  right*->by  a  special  law  of  the  state. 
Inoeea,  I  am  not  certain,  if  what  I  have  learned  of  the  counsel  be  true,  bat  that 
his  own  success  in  wooing  the  consent  of  the  ladies  has  long  since  satisfied  him  of 
ihe  practical  truA  contaij^  in  the  couplet: — 

''If  she  will,  ihe  wiUf  you  may  depend  on*t^, 
If  she  won't,  the  wowi^  bo  diere's  an  end  on*t'* 

There  is  still  another  remaik  by  which  the  speakers  betray  their  affinities. 
More  than  one  has  invoked  this  body  not  to  "  drive  them  to  take  rank  with  a  slave* 
holding  conference !"  Take  rank  with  a  slateholdtnr  conference .'  !  My  dear  sir, 
who  are  you,  and  what  is  your  conference,  that  you  should  deprecate  a  footing  with 
your  brethren  of  other  conrorences  7  What  elevation  is  this  you  have  reached  that 
you  must  needs  gtoop  to  be  on  a  footing  with  Virginia,  and  tbe  conferences  south  '^" 
of  you !  You  "  take  rank"  with  Virginia  1  Sir,  I  was  not  an  indifferent  observer 
of  the  kindred  emotions  which  this  pure  abolition  appeal  awaked  in  certain  quarten 
of  this  house.  And  however  agreeable  the  response  elicited  by  these  remans  mar, 
be  to  the  cherished  afAnities  of  the  speakers,  they  may  know  that  &ey  aroused  fe^* 
ings  of  the  deepest  regret  and  mortincation  in  otner  quarters.  Sir,  they  cut  huBhlT 
across  the  sensibilities  of  many  a  heart  here;  and  must  continue  to  jar  in  harsh 
^Usoord  amid  the  sweetest  music  of  our  long-cherished  relations.  It  was  not  with* 
ont  cause,  sir,  that  the  counsel  closed  his  remarks  by  asking  forgiveness.  True,  we 
have  much  cause  to  complain.  Yet  I  will  venture  to  pledge  him  the  forgiveness  of 
every  southeni  man  on  this  floor.  I  will  cherish  the  hope  that  stress  of  circunn* 
stances,  in  defending  a  hopeless  cause,  has  betrayed  hun  to  the  use  of  so  many 
offensive  remarks.  But  you  (addressing  Mr.  C.)  must  allow  me  to  remind  you, 
and  those  whose  views  you  represent,  that  you  are  no  "conservatives."  Vou 
wisely  choose  a  more  expressive  figure  when  you  represent  your  body  as  the 
"  breakwater"  of  the  conferences.  And  verily  the  "  breakwater"  ye  are .'  for  in 
your  branch  of  the  common  stream  it  seems  has  accumtilated  the  drift-wood  and 
sawyers,  so  to  speak,  which  have  floated  upon  &e  bosom  of  Methodism,  fi?om  the 
upper  and  the  nether  sources  of  abolition,  until  the  dam  of  error  has  stretched 
itself  across  your  tide,  and  b&cked  up  your  waters,  until  they  have  drowned,  instead 
of  fertilized  your  lands. 

5.  I  proceed  to  notice  the  remarks  of  brother  Slicer.  As  he  did  not  design  to  jf 
enter  into  the  merits  of  the  subject  I  felt  indifibrent  I  was,  however,  soon  roused 
by  the  announcement  that  he  would  disclose  a  transaction  disreputable  to  the  Yxp^ 
ginia  Conference.  (He  replied,  Not  so^^I  said  discreditable.^  WeU,  ''  discredite* 
ble."  (No — I  said,  a  transaction  not  so  creditable  to  Virginia.)  WeU,  **  not  so 
creditable  to  Vir^ia,"  in  the  Westmoreland  case.  Sir,  the  announcement,  I  say, 
aroused  me.  I  listened !  Heard  the  explosion— watched  the  slow  progress  of  the  | 
spent  baU ! — the  sluggish  missile  fell  far  below  its  mark !    He  says  lie  is  not  such 

a  conservative  as  I  am.  Right  glad  am  I  of  it  I  may  safely  turn  him  over  to  our 
fiiithful  reporter.     He  will  do  him  justice,  I  have  no  doubt 

6.  In  concluding  these  preliminary  renuuks,  I  will  notice  one  statement  of  bro*  ^ 
ther  Griffith.  He  reminds  us  that  a  large  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Baltimora 
Conference  is  in  Virginia,  west  of  the  monntams.  But  few  slaves  comparativebf 
are  in  this  section  of  the  state.  This  he  attributes  to  the  steady  opposition  of  his 
conference  to  slavery.  This  might  be  argued,  sir,  if  they  had  founa  in  that  section 
of  the  work  a  large  slave  popuUtion  which  had  been  gradually  diminishing.  But 
the  reverse  of  this  is  precisely  true.  They  found  original^  but  few  slaves,  and  the  l  • 
number  of  these  has  mcreased  greatly  since  that  time.  If  brother  Griffith  had  not 
been  indebted  to  his  imagination  for  this  important  fiict,  I  might  ^ve  him  the  credit 
of  a  good  argument — ^bating  always,  however,  his  earnest  deprecation  of  the  dishonour 
which  he  supposes  wiU  attach  to  his  being  '*  driven  to  take  rank"  .with  brethren  al 
least  hit  eauals ! 

Having  aisposed  of  these  several  points  which  appeared  to  me  as  preliminaiy 
merely,  I  now  ask  your  indulgence,  sir,  for  a  short  time,  while  I  set  befo««  yoQ 
the  merits  of  this  case  as  I  fina  it  in  the  journals  of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

To  present  it  more  clearly  I  will  read  the  record  fipom  the  journal. 

**  Wnereas,  F.  A.  Harding,  a  member  of  the  Baltimore  Annual  Conference,  by 
his  late  marriage  with  Miss  Swan,  of  St.  Mary's  county,  Md.,  has  come  in  posses- 
lion  of  several  slaves ;  nz.^  one  named  Harry,  aged  52 ;  one  woman,  named  MariK, 
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agedSS  j  cue ixm, named  John,  aged  22 ;  a  girl,  aged  13,  named  Hannah ;  and  a  cfaild^ 
named  Margaret,  aged  2  years ; '  avid  whereas  the  BaUimore  Con/ereneCf  according 
t»  Us  veU'known  usage,  cannot,  and  will  not,  tolerate  slavery  in  any  of  Us  mem' 
bersf  therefore, 

**  Resolved,  That  brother  F.  A.  Harding  is  hereby  reqoired  to  execute,  andcauae 
to  be  recorded,  a  deed  securing  the  mai^umission  of  me  slaves  hereinafter  mentioned  i 
the  man  named  John,  at  the  ace  of  <88  vears ;  the  two  female  children,  at  the  afe  c^ 
23 ;  the  issue  of  the  females,  if  any,  to  be  free  at  the  same  time  with  their  mo&ers. 
And  that  brother  Harding  be  further  required  to  give  to  dus  conference,  during 
its  present  session,  h.  plkdox  that  the  said  manumiswion  shall  be  ^ected  during  the 
present  coTiferenee  year" 

This  is  the  report  as  adopted  by  the  conference*    It  should  be  noted  that  it  doea 

rride  for  the  manumission  of  only  a  part  of  the  slaves.  The  original  re^rt  of 
committee  contained  a  clause  assigning  the  reason  simply  for  not  requiimg  the 
manumission  of  all.    This  clause  was  struck  out  by  a  vote  ot  the  conference. 

The  final  decision  in  this  case,  after  ado^tins  toe  above  report,  was,  on  motioo 
of  Messrs.  Collins  and  Emory,  in  the  folio wmfumgnage :  "  Resolved^  Tint  brother 
Harding  be  suspended  until  tlie  next  annual  comerence,  or  until  he  assures  the 
episcopacy  that  be  has  taken  the  necessaiy  steps  to  secure  the  freedom  of  hi» 
uaves.^'  .        .       "' 

The  informality  of  this  whole  proceeding  muat  be  obvious  to  every  one  on  the 
reading  of  the  record.  I  will  throw  it  into  something  like  a  legal  form,  suc^  as  it 
should  have  assumed  before  the  conference. 

First  Thx  imdictmxht.  F.  A.  Harding  is  charged  with  having  violated  the  well- 
known  usage  azMl  determined  punpose  of  the  Baramore  Annual  Conference,  not  to 
tolerate  slavery  in  any  of  its  members. 

2.  SpecificaUon,  He  married  Miss  Swan,  who  was  the  owner  of  five  slaves. 

3.  The  verdict.  That  he  execute,  and  cause  to  be  recorded,  a  deed,  securing  tfasr 
manumission  of  three  out  oi  five  of  the  slaves,  and  that  he  give  a  pledge  that  this 
shall  be  effected  during  the  present  conference  year. 

4.  Penalty.  That  be  be  suspended  until  the  aLove  conditions  are  submitted  to— 
ihat  is,  deposed  from  the  order  of  the  ministry. 

Now,  snr,  I  deny  the  legality  of  the  indictment---the  justice  of  tbe  verdict— and 
aak  that  the  appellant  be  released  from  the  operation  of  the  penalty. 

The  indictment,  I  say,  is  illegal.  He  is  charged  with  having  violated  the  **  i^ell* 
known  usage  and  determined  puipose  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,^  Under  what 
role  of  our  Discipline,  sir,  I  v^uld  inquire,  could  an  annual  conference  arraign  end 
/  \gj  a  member  for  violating  a  usage  or  purpose  of  its  body  7  The  Discipline  of  tiie 
Caurch  is  the  common  cnarter  under  which  any  and  evenr  Methodist  preacher 
holds  his  membership  in  an  annual  conference.  It  never  bemre  entered  mj  mmd^ 
air,  that  two  opinions  could  exist  among  sane  and  sober-minded  men  on  this  pdint. 
The  duties  of  an  annual  conference  are  so  clearly  definded  in  a  series  of  plain  ques- 
tions at  page  23  of  the  Discipline,  and  a  few  other  senarate  rules  in  different  parts 
of  the  book,  that  its  powers  caxmot  be  a  matter  of  doubt.  They  are  executive  only. 
The  power  to  make  **  rules  and  regulations"  for  the  government  of  the  Church  are 
ceded  in  the  constitution  of  the  Chcurch  to  the  Generd  Conference  oidy.  This  body 
has  defined  in  the  rules  of  Discipline  the  conditions  of  membership  in  an  annual 
oonferenoe ;  and  under  this  charter,  and  tins  alone,  member8hi^  is  held  in  these 
bodies.  What  rule  of  Methodist  Discipline  is  he  charged  vrith  violating  f  Nome, 
or, — none.  The  committee  who  brought  in  the  indictment  charges  him  in  plant 
tenns  with  having  acted  contrary  to  the  "  usage  and  determined  purpose*'  oi  tbe 
•onference.  For  this,  and  this  alone,  he  was  tried — convicted  upon  his  own  testi- 
mony—coadenmed  and  dishonoured !  The  mdictment  does  not  even  specify  the 
enactment  of  the  conference  to  which  it  makes  direct  reference.  Did  ever  a  mora 
lawless  procedure  come  to  the  knowledge  of  this  body  ?  The  counsel,  sir,  seems 
to  haye  entirely  overlooked  this  fiot,  by  which  his  cause  is  most  fetally  embar- 
rassed— unless  the  patemi^  of  abolition  feeline  pervading  this  bod^  should  ahidd 
kfroni^  the  condemnation  it  deserves.  He  is  bold  to  set  forth  in  his  argument,  m 
^m  charge  against  Mr.  Harding,  "  that  he  knew,  what  ought  to  have  been  with  him 
of  pre-emvnent  importance,  tbx  law  op  the  Baltimore  Conference'.''  What  law, 
flur?  The  imperfect  and  informal  indictment  does  not  tell  us.  But  the  ooonsel  ia 
free  to  supply  the  deficiency.  He  tells  us,  a  law  to  which  the  case  of  a  brotlier 
Hansberger  gave  rise ;  by  which  tiiey  forbid  any  of  their  members  to  h4>ld  slamet 
wnder  any  eireumstanees,  and  declared  that  any  who  might  disregard  tbe  decision 
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**  »konid  he  deemed  gmili/jf  of  eotUumacy.V  '  Here  tlien  ii  the  Utw  of  the  Baltiinore 
Conference  under  .which  he  was  informally  indicted.  Ib  this  a  legal  indictment  f 
Tlu»  question  involves  another.  Had  this  conference  a  right  to  make  a  term  of 
membership  on  the  sul^iect  of  slavery  T  Did  Mr.  Harding,  or  an^  other  member 
hold  his  membership  onder  this  legislation,  or  under  the  roles  of  Discipline  t  There 
sorelv  can  be  no  room  for  difference  of  <^inion  here.  The  eonference  had  no  such 
legislative  power8»  and  all  attempts  to  suspend  the  membership  of  Mr>  Hardinff 

Jon  conditioss  defined  by  their  legislation  is  wholly  iUegaL  80  confident  am  I 
the  correctness  of  this  position,  that  at  a  proper  time  I  msy  safely  i^peal  to  the 
bench  of  bishops-^some  one  or  mate  oi  whom  {^resided  in  this  conference-^for  the 
anthority  by  which  this  was  done.  The  matter  invcdves  higher  responsibilities  than 
that  of  the  mere  conference.  Why  was  it  that  an  accredited  member  of  this  con* 
lerence  was  put  upon  his  trial  under  an  indictment  firamed  upon  the  legislation  of 
the  Baltimore  Comerence  7  (Bishop  Moiria  replied  it  was  not  so,  be  was  tried  for 
a  breach  of  the  Methodist  Disdpline.)  Sir,  you  must  stand  oorreeted  on  this  point. 
The  document — ^the  written  inaictnient  is  proof  to  the  contrary.  The  argument  of 
•ounsel  on  this  floor  makes  him  directly  responsible  for  a  breach  of  the  '*  law  of  the 
SalHmore  Confereneej"  on  the  ground  that  he  was  not  i^onmt  of,  but  knew  tbe 
law,  its  purpose,  and  design.  ^  Tne  reply  of  the  bishop  (tor  which  I  thank  him)  is 
a  iull  concession  that  to  tiy  him  for  his  membership,  under  adjr.law  of  the  confor- 
ence,  was  a  wholly  illegal  proceeding.  The  indictment  itself  is  the  proof  that  he 
was  so  tried,  and  its  illegality  all  must  admit.  Our  bishojps  are  sent  to  preside  in  tbo- 
amtaal  conferences,  for  the  specific  purpose  of  preservmg  a  unity  in  the  adminis^ 
tratiain  by  keeping  them  withm  the  limits  defined  in  the  charter.  I  repeat,  there> 
fore,  that  at  the  proper  time  I  may  request  the  reason  of  this  oversight.  If,  then, 
the  indictment  be  illegal,  the  veroict  and  penalty  which  arose  upon  it  are  each 
iUegfll;  the  whole  transaction  is  illegal,  and  a  reproach  to  the  conference,  and 
should  be  set  aside  as  null  and  void. 

2.  The  verdict,  I  say,  is  mi^uetf  as  well  as  illegal^  He  was  convicted,  the  bishop 
telb  us,  and  so  the  oounsel  argued  also,  for  a  breaeb  of  the  Mediodist  Discipline. 
AUow,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  lius  was  so ;  it  is  still  true,  that  he  was  not 
indicted — ^he  was  not  clurged  with  this  offence.  And  can  it  be  just  to  indict  a 
man  for  one  offence,  and  try  him  for  another !  Or  what  amounts  to  the  same,  ren* 
dor  a  verdict  against  him  for  being  suilty  of  another !  And  will  this  body  sane* 
tion  a  proceeding  so  contrary  to  all  the  forms  of  law,  and  so  utterly  subversive  of 
all  the  j^rinciples  of  justice !  I  trust  not  t  can  hardly  persuade  myself  that  the 
moat  ramd  and  fenatical  feeling  on  the  snl^t  of  slavery  which  can  be  supposed. 
to  exist  in  any  part  of  this  hoooe,  could  betray  yon  into  a  decision  so  vioUuive  of* 
all  the  principles  of  right  reason.  But  it  is  assumed  in  the  argument  of  the  coun* 
•el  that  the  legLslation  of  the  Baltunore  Conference  in  the  case  is  in  conformil?^ 
with  the  rules  of  Discipline  on  the  sul^jeet  of  slavery.  Allow  this  to  be  so,  it 
does  not  help  the  cause  of  the  conference ;  tat  it  would  only  be  a  conviction  of  a 
fareaeh  of  Methodistio  rules  ^  indmetion  merely.  No  (me,  I  presume,  should  con* 
tend^for  the  legality  or  justice  of  an  act  depriving  him  of  his  ministerial  office, 
held  under  the  rules  of  Discipline,  when  he  was  onlv  convicted  of  a  violation  of 
tfaeee  rules  b]r  indmciion.  And,  sir,  we  den^  all  right  to  an  annual  conference 
to  pass  resolutions  interpreting  ^  rules  of  Discipline,  and  then  trying  their  men^ 
.bera  under  such  resolutions,  as  the  statutes  of  the  Church.  Such  powers  in  an 
fuaxioal  conference  would  entirely  supersede  the  General  Conference. 

A^;ain — we  do  not  allow  that  the  **  law  of  the  Baltimore  Conference"  in  this 
caae  is  in  accordance  with  the  Discipline  of  the  Church  on  die  subject  of  slavery.  ) 
We  do  not  therefore  allow  that  the  u^eUant  was  juetly  convicted  of  a  breach 
of  Methodist  rule  by  indueiU*  even.  I  need  not  go  over  the  ground  occupied  on 
thia  point  in  m^  first  speech.  I  will  only  meet  the  issues  raised  by  the  argument 
of  counsel.  First.  He  maintains,  on  behalf  of  the  conference,  that  the  rule  in  re- 
ladcm  to  travelling  preachers  holding  slaves  requires  an  unconditional  manumib^ 
aion,  without  resard  to  the  feet  whether  or  not  the  slave  be  {Mrmitted  to  eigoy 
Ida  freedom  uaaer  ^  laws  of  tlie  state.  He  argues  a  distinction  in  the  rales  as 
to  apply  to  members  or  to  local  preachers,  ana  to  travelling  preachers.  Sir,  I 
propose  to  meet  his  argument  feirly  and  squarely.  He  maintains  that  the  rule, 
•tanding  as  the  second  answer  to  the  questions  on  slavery,  page  196,  requires  the 
travelling  preacher  to  manumit  his  slaves,  whether  tiie  laws  permit  them  to  ex^y 
B'oedom  within  the  state  or  not  (If  1  60  not  state  him  correctly,  let  him  p«t 
vae  right)    Now,  sir,  let  it  be  regarded  ihat  the /rtf  answer  in  this  section  of  Diat 
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dpUne,  in  which  there  is  no  atnbigoity  of  langnagOi  settles  the  entire  otietftioD  fit 
ehffibility  to  office  in  the  Church,  so  far  as  slavery  is  concerned,  eligibility  to  anr 
order  in  the  ministiy,  to  any  office  in  the  Chorch.  The  rule  in  regard  to  travel' 
ling  preachers  was  {Massed  in  1800.  This,  which  covers  the  whole  ground  of  eli- 
gilnhty,  was  adopted  in  1816.  It  may  therefore  be  tidcen  ajs  a  fair  exponent  of  the 
point  in  the  former,  which  is  supposed  to  be  doubtfbl.  Again,  sir,  the  counsel 
overlooks  the  fact,  in  criticising  this  point,  that  the  travelling  preacl^r  is  only  re- 
quired to  execute  a  "deed  of  emancipation"  in  this  specified  oonditicNi,  "if  it  be 
practicable/'  Now  surely,  sir,  it  was  not  the  design  to  require  the  mere  execu- 
tion of  a  deed !  TTlU,  at  all  times,  is  practicable.  The  meaning  of  tiie  rule  it 
plainly  this :  it  requires  a  tmvelling[  preacher  to  secure  the  aclnal  freedom  of  hn 
slaves,  "  conformably  to  the  laws  m  the  state  in  which  he  lives,"  "  if  it  be  practi- 
cable'*— ^that  is,  if  the  laws  will  permit  them  to  enjoy  liberty. 

But  it  is  further  argued,  that  Harding's  case  is  not  covered  by  the  role  of  Dis- 
cipline, because  tiie  laws  of  Maryland  do  permit  the  liberated  slave  to  eznoy  his 
freedom.  I  will  not  go  over  this  point,  which  has  been  set  before  the  conference 
in  the  most  satisfactoxy  manner  by  reading  the  laws  of  the  state,  accompanied  by 
the  opinions  of  two  gentiemen  of  great  legal  distinction  in  tbe  state  of  Maryland, 
ihowmg  beyond  doubt  that  this  position  of  the  counsel  in  the  case  is  incorrect. 
Again,  sir,  if  this  were  a  doubtful  point  in  itself,  we  have  shown  in  opening  thit 
case,  from  the  express  statute  of  the  state  of  Mainland,  and  the  highest  legal 

3»inion  upon  it.  Judge  Key  and  the  Hon.  W.  D.  Memck,  both  of  Maryland,  that  Mr. 
arding  had  no  interest  m  the  slaves  of  his  wife  further  than  what  related  to  the 
procee<b  of  their  labour.  He  eotUd  noi^  without  the  eotuerU  of  his  wife,  execute 
a  legal  deed  of  emancipation,  as  he  was  reqired  b]r  the  conference  to^  do.  I  do 
not  Know  that  a  similar  law  exists  in  any  state  in  this  Union.  So  that  if  the  law« 
^  any  state  in  the  canfederacy  cover  the  case  of  any  member  in  the  Church  who 
has  become  possessed  of  slaves  by  marriage— the  case  of  Mr.  Hardmg  is  pro- 
tected by  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives.  Indeed,  sir,  it  appeared  to  me 
that  the  counsel  after  all  yielded  this  question— *if  my  ear  correctly  caught  hia 
meaning.  He  argued  vehemently  against  the  laws  of  Maryland  as  most  iniquitous 
in  their  tendentf — «uch  as  no  man  oueht  to  submit  to.  In  this,  sir,  he  yielded  die 
points— and  I  claim  the  decision  on  behalf  of  the  appellant  Surely  this  body  wiH 
not  give  a  decision  in  the  teeth  of  state  legislation,  and  also  of  an  article  of  our  re- 
ligious &ith,  acknowled^g  the  authority  of  the  civil  legisUtnre,  and  aa  exprMS 
statute  in  the  book  of  Discipline. 

One  other  point,  sir.  Brother  CoUins  allows  what  was  implied  by  the  silence  of 
brother  Tippett,  that  if  the  appellant  had  heSa  understood  to  "  plecfge  himself  and 
his  wife,  if  the  slaves  should  consent,  to  send  them  to  Liberia,  or  to  a  free  state,  thia 
ease  had  never  come  here."  The  record  itself,  which  has  been  read  before  this 
conference,  shows  that  he  refiised  to  give  the  required  "  pledge"  on  the  ground  that 
he  could  not  do  it  consistently  with  the  laws  of  the  stale.  (I  quote  from  memory— 
the  journal  not  bein?  before  me.)  This  fully  warrants  the  inference  that  he  ftood 
pledged  to  free  his  slaves,  on  the  terms  provided  by  law — ^nay,  the  record  conunit- 
tod  him  to  do  this.  The  law  allows  of  emancipation,  provided  they  wiH  leave  the 
«tate.  The  journal,  tiierefore,  is  against  the  position  of  the  counsel ;  for  it  is  a  fiiir 
inference  from  the  record,  that  he  was  ready  to  free  his  slaves,  with  their  consent 
to  leave  the  state.  This  pledge  necessarily  involved  the  consent  of  his  wife,  who 
held  the  legal  title.  The  recollection  of  brotiier  Gere  is  therefore  correct,  and  that 
of  the  other  members  of  the  delegation  is  at  fault.  The  counsel  is  still  further  at 
&ult  He  affirmed,  over  and  over  again,  that  the  argument  urged  by  me,  from  die 
late  law  of  Maryland,  fixing  tite  legal  title  to  the  suives  of  Mrs.  Harding,  was  an 
after  thought— that  he  never  heard  of  it  before.  This  is  particularly  unibrtunBte,  for 
he  allows  that  the  legal  opinion  of  the  Hon.  W.  D.  Merrick  was  before  the  oonfin«- 
ence ;  and  in  this  he  specificallyalludes  to  the  foct,  that  the  legal  title  to  the  alavea 
was  in  Mrs.  Harding,  and  not  in  him.  And  yet,  in  the  face  of  this  clearly-implied 
pledge,  and  the  proof  of  utter  inability  to  effect  the  legal  emancipation  of  Uie  slavea 
without  their  consent,  so  rabid  were  they  to  effect  an  abolition  purpose,  diat  ^hej 
expelled  him  the  bodj. 

Then,  sir,  I  maintain  the  appellant  violated  no  rule  of  Discipline.  He  only  vio- 
lated a  law  of  the  Baltimore  Conference— a  law  which  they  had  no  ri^t  to  make; 
and  which,  being  made,  is  a  plain  and  palpable  contravention  of  the  existing  role  of 
Discipline  on  the  subiect.  The  indictment,  then,  is  illegal ;  the  verdict  is  equally 
ognst;  and  the  penalty,  by  consequence,  unwarranted  and  oppreaaive. 
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The  SSd  article  of  oar  filith  acknowledges  the  mipreme  anthority  of  the  state  in 
mil  civil  matters.  The  conference  act  specifically  subjecte  our  rules  on  slavery  to 
1)e  oonlrolled  hy  state  legislation.  This,  oe  it  observed,  is  in  special  conformity  widi 
tile  article  of  religion  just  alluded  to.  It  has  been  shown,  from  the  statutes  of  M»> 
inrUind,  that  the  legal  title  to  these  slavep  vat  net  in  Mr.  Hardine,  but  in  his  wifo. 
it  is  further  shown,  fhat  if  the  title  was  in  Harding,  that  he  could  not  secure  tfab 
fireedom  of  the  slaves  without  compelling  them  to  go  to  Liberia,  or  to  a  free  state. 
Now,  if  die  decision  of  diis  conference  sustain  the  Baltimore  Conference,  ^ou  will 
require  Hardinff  to  execute  a  legal  deed,  manumitting  slave  property  which  does 
not  belong  to  him.  Ton  also  require  him  to  secure  their  freedom,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  dT  the  laws  of  the  state,  (provided  they  were  his,)  which  allows  of  their 
fireedom  only  when  they  consent  to  leave  the  state.  In  all  this  will  you  not  place 
yourselves  in  the  most  ridiculous  attitude  before  the  world  f  Will  you  not  perpe- 
trate a  most  wanton  act  of  ii\justice  toward  the  appellant?  WiQ  you  not  adopt  a 
measure  the  most  reckless  of  the  claims  of  hnmamtr  that  can  be  imagined?  For, 
If  Mr.  Harding  obeys  yoor  mandate,  and  manumits  me  slaves,  without  their  conaeot 
to  leave  the  state,  ihev  will  be  forced^  under  the  operation  of  the  civil  authority,  to 
.  dissolve  the  ties  which  now  bind  parents  to  children  and  other  near  relatives.  In 
Addition  to  this,  you  set  up  your  anthority  in  the  premises  as  tuvrenief  in  plain  and 
palpable  violation  of  the  23d  article  of  religion,  and  the  rule  or  Discipline  in  caof 
formity  tiiereto,  which  binds  you,  in  the  most  solenm  manner,  to  be  subject  to  the 
civii  legifthuara  on  the  subject  of  slavery.    Are  yon  prepared  for  all  this  f 

Again :  Mr.  Harding  was  tried  according  to  the  mdictment  brought  in  by  the 
committee,  not  for  a  breach  of  your  Discipline,  but  for  a  violation  of  a  law  of  the 
Baltimore  Conference.  If  yon  sustain  the  conference,  you  acknowledge  the  auth<^ 
tity  of  an  annual  conference  to  legislate  laws  or  conditions  of  membership  in  the 
body,  in  palpable  violation  of  the  constitution  and  Discipline  of  the  Church,  which 
■saigns  this  authority  to  the  General  Conference  alone.     Are  you  prepared  for  thisf 

And  still  furtl^er.  The  law  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  under  which  the  appel- 
lant was  bound,  is  not  only  unautnorized  by  the  Discipline,  but  in  flat  violation  x^ 
the  compromise  act  of  Discipline.  If  ^ou  sustain  the  conference,  you  render  null 
and  voia  the  plain  construction  of  the  Discipline  under  which  hundreds  of  travelling 
and  local  ministers  now  hold  office  and  oraers  in  the  Church.  Are  you  prepared 
lor  all  tidsf  Surely  you  are  not,  unless  you  are  prepared  to  dissolve  the  bonds 
which  bind  us  toge&er  as  a  confederated  body.  I  asR,  then,  that  you  sustain  the  I 
npeal,  and  release  Francis  A.  Harding  from  the  act  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  by  * 
which  he  stands  suspended  frtnn  the  ministry,  which  he  has  held  with  acceptability' 
and  usefulness  for  several  years. 

Bnft  if,  after  all,  you  should  feel  yourselves  still  in  difficulty  on' any  one  point  of 
alignment  or  testimony  out  of  which  the  foregoing  conclusions  are  made  to  arisOi 
then  let  it  be  rememMred  that  the  reading  m  tiie  journal  shows  a  manifest  infor- 
mality, while  the  (ace  of  the  indictment  itseu  is  without  all  due  form  of  law  or  usafle^ 
and  well  calculated  to  embarrass  the  decision.  In  view  of  this  fact,  the  least  tna 
appellant  has  a  right  to  expect  is,  that  you  should  return  him  for  a  new  trial.  Witb 
these  remarks,  sir,  I  submit  the  case. 

The  conference  then  adjourned. 

SATURDAY,  MAT  11. 

Dr.  Smith  asked  permission  to  make  some  further  observatidns,  of  a  personai 
diaracter,  in  reference  to  Mr.  Harding. 

Considerable  opposition  was  made  to  this,  on  the  ground  that  both  partiea  had 
beetn  allowed  a  most  extended  and  patient  hearing,  and  that  it  was  time  the  debate 
was  closed. 

The  motion  was  put,  and  carried. 

Dr.  Smith  said  it  would  be  remembered  that  a  motion  to  locate  Mr.  Harding  had 
been  made  at  the  Baltimore  Conference ;  that  either,  on  suggestion,  it  was  witb> 
drawn,  or,  being  ruled  out,  the  motion  fell  to  the  ground.  He  believed  the  reai»utt 
of  diat  movement  was,  that  the  only  proper  ground  for  location  is  unacceptability, 
which  could  not  be  alleged  in  this  case.  An  impression,  however,  in  conseqneucv 
of  that  motion,  having  gone  abroad  prejudicial  to  the  character  of  the  appellayijL 
either  as  to  his  prudence,  or  talent,  or  general  acceptability,  he  (Dr.  S.)  beg;:;cd  toe 
efonference  to  bear  in  mind  that  even  were  such  impressions  correct,  the  quostioft 
befbre  them  was,  the  legality  or  the  illegally  of  his  suspension  on  the  ground  aWe^eA 
in  the  record,  and  that  alone  was  the  queatKm  lor  their  decision.    At  the  same  tune 
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he  took  that  opportimitj  of  sajing,  that  tfaeimpretnon,  howeror  it  nngltt  lorrB  bees 
circulated^  was  altogether  fa]»e. 

Mr.  Collins  said  Vaal  Dr.  Sviith  had  mistaken  the  reason  of  Uie  withdrawal  of  the 
motion  for  location.  The  true  reason  was,  that  it  was  thought  that  rule  was  not  tha 
proper  one  to  be  applied  to  him,  and  that  the  rule  under  which  he  had  been  tried 
was  the  proper  one. 

At  the  close  of  these  observatiGins  the  call  for  the  vote  became  general,  and  Mr. 
1£arly  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  be  reveraed.  The  same 
being  seconded;  was  put,  and  a  call  made  for  the  ayes  vid  noes.  The  secretary 
proceeded  to  read  the  names.  Dr.  Olin  desired  to  be  excused,  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  not  heard  the  journals  read,  and  had  only  heard  a  portion  of  the  debates. 
jBometimes  it  was  a  pleasant  thing  to  avoid  a  responsibility ;  out  in  this  case  he  had 
no  disposition  to  sfarmk  from  responsibiUty,  and  would  mnch  rather  have  voted,  bat 
he  could  not  do  it  oonscientiousfy* 
The  conference  excused  him. 

The  secretary  announced  the  votes  to  be,  noes  117,  ayes  56  i  being  a  m^ioiT^ 
against  the  reversal  of  61. 

The  President  announced  that  this  vote  affirmed  the  decision  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference.  The  decision  of  the  chair  was  ^pealed  against,  but  was  sustained  by 
a  vote  of  111  to  53.— <See  p.  340.) 

Dr.  Smith.  I  must,  and  do,  ask  the  privilege  of  spreading  my  protest  on  the 
pages  of  the  conference  journal,  and  I  do  so  because,  to  my  own  personal  know- 
ledge, there  are  men  on  tne  floor  of  this  house  who  voted  tu[ainst  the  resolutioa  of 
Mr.  Early  because  they  deliberately  and  soleomly  thought  that  the  matter  ought  to 
go  back  to  the  Baltimore  Conference.  But  by  a  mi^onty  we  have  been  ruled  out, 
and  a  fair  decision  of  this  conference  has  not  been  given.  And  1  wish  my  protest 
to  go  forth  to  the  American  Church,  and  American  people,  to  serve  as  a  beaicon4i|ghc 

i  to  vmra  &e  Church  against  the  movements  of  a  nugority  who  can  obliterate  jastioe« 

\  and  trample  on  the  rights  of  a  minority. 

*  A  long  conversation  arose  as  to  whether  the  vote  refusing  to  reverse  the  decisiQa 
of  the  Baltunore  Conference  confirmed  that  decision.  A  multiplicity  of  moticms  and 
amendnfents  wdre  made,  but  eventually  the  discussion  tamed  upon  Dr.  fimith'a 
request  to  enter  his  protest.  It  was  moved  that  he  have  liberty  to  enter  the  sasMf 
when  Mr.  Wiley  said  thev  had  better  wait  and  see  what  it  was  first,  and  then  they 
could  decide  whether  it  sbould  be  entered  upon  the  journal  or  not. 

Dr.  Smith  said  he  trusted  he  knew  too  well  what  was  due  to  himseilf  as  a  gentle* 
man,  to  those  that  acted  vrith  him,  and  to  the  conference  cenerally,  to  address  them 
m  any  other  than  respectfiil  terms ;  but  if  they  thought  mo  pwer  would  be  wfaal 
tiiey  would  like,  tiiey  would  find  themselves  mistaken.  ^  No !  Uxey  would  not  like 
that  paper,  for  it  would  contain  truths  that  would  bum  in  their  cheeks.  (Cries  oC 
"  order,"  &rc)  I  am  periectly  cahn.  I  have  got  the  floor,  and  you  have  got  dia 
votes;  and  you  can,  having  the  votes,  put  me  down.  Time  was  when  mch  aa 
excitement  would  haye  unarmed  me,  and  thrown  me  off  my  defence ;  but  no  stani 
«f  excitement  can  now  disarm  me  of  my  self-possessjon.  You  cannot  drive  me  froos 
m^  position ;  and  you  might  as  well  attempt  to  chain  the  lightning  or  confine  the 

.  wmds  in  the  caves  of  Eoius,  as  to  put  me  dovni  when  I  have  a  nght  to  be  heard. 

I  I  shall  prepare  such  a  memorial  as  will  fearlessly  and  thoughtfully  express  Ike  sen* 
timentB  of  myself,  and  those  that  think  with  me ;  and  no  consideration  shaQ  induce 
ue  to  roeak  with*  timidity  or  fear  at  such  a  crisis. 

Mr.  Early  said  he  hoped  they  would  remember  that  large  majorities  were  apt  t» 

,  be  tyrannioil— he  trusted  they  would  keep  calm.  He  was  quite  so—as  mnch  as 
the  afliiction  in  which  that  vote  had  involved  him,  and  those  around  Inm,  weoU 

-  allow.    After  some  further  conversation,  the  order  of  the  day  was  resumed. 

MONDAY,  MAY  13. 

Appeal  of  Bradford  Frazee* 

The  appeal  of  Mr.  Fraaee  against  the  action  of  the  Michigan  ConferaQoa,  Sag 
locating  nun  without  his  consent,  was  taken  up. 

A  conversation  arose  as  to  the  right  of  appeal  in  this  case,  and  Bishop  Soale  said 
this  was  a  question  of  law,  and  one  of  great  importance  to  eveiy  member  of  limft 
Body.  He  wished  them  to  understand  that  the  superintendents  claimed  no  ri^ht 
to  setde  law  questions.  You  (said  he)  must  settle  ttiose,  and  we  are  bound  to  carry 
tiiem  out— «acredlv  bound  to  carry  out  as  you  shall  give  us  the  inteipretatian  of  law. 
And  I  should  be  glad  to  htsar  the  opinioi^  of  lyrettiraEi  of  experienDe  on  thn  i 
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I  vnaM  pMsent,  and  presided  at  the  confereiice  in  qneetion.  Brother  Erazee  came 
«p  on  his  letter  from  New-York,  with  a  primary  and  secondary  request  The 
primary  reqnest  was,  that  he  shotild  he  left  withont  an  appointment  Here  I 
annoanoed  that  I  could  not  lea^e  a  brother  Withont  an  appointment,  whom  they  had 
left  in  ray  hands  as  an  effective  man ;  and  to  the  seconoary  reouest  I  replied,  that  I 
eould  not  are  a  nominal  appointment^  to  be  filled  by  somebody  eke.  As  your 
snperinten&nt  I  thus  announced  my  views  in  the  case,  and  in  all  probability  this 
iBouenced  the  Michigan  Conference. 

Mr.  Crowder  did  not  expect  from  the  President's  suggestion  to  shed  any  particular 
l^ht  on  the  subject  The  clause  of  Disciplhie  which  bad  been  read  assumes  that  a 
brother  un^u»eptable  to  &e  people  may  be  located,  and  the  Discipline  points  out 
hew  the  oonfisrence  may  ^t  rid  of  hhn.  But  it  dees  not  appear  that  any  question 
of  the  sort  was  ^ut  in  agamst  this  brother,  and  therefore  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
action  of  the  Michigan  Conference  can  be  considered  as  having  reference  to  such 
case.  Did  they  act  correctly  in  locating  him  f  It  f^peared  to  him,  (Mr.  C.,)  from 
Anch  statements  and  facts  as  had  come  out,  that  the  conference  believed  his  request 
to  be,  primarily,  to  be  left  without  an  appointment  or  else  to  be  located.  But  the 
brother  did  not  intend  snch  a  thing,  so  that  the  question  came  up,  where  is  that 
Action  to  be  corrected  f     In  the  annual  conference,  or  in  the  Greneral  Conference  f 

Mr.  Bowen  supposed  that  the  bishop  would  have  given  him  an  appointment  if  the 
conference  had  not  taken  him  out  of  his  hands.  And  if  he  had  been  appointed,  and 
had  not  sone  to  his  work,  he  would  have  been  brought  up  for  neglecting  it,  and  &eii 
he  would  have  had  an  appeal  to  the  (General  Conference.  It  appeared  to  him  that 
fhe  brother  should  be  heard  before  that  body. 

Dr.  ?nnans  said,  a  thousand  caulses  might  intervene  to  prevent  his  attendioff 
the  next  annual  conference^some  member  having  stated  that  that  was  the  rigm 
course  for  him  to  pursue)— and  he  iMght  thus  be  kept  in  suspense  five  years,  by 
Bussing  one  General  Comeronce  before  he  came  up  to  them  for  redress. 

Mr.  Griffith  thought  they  had  mistaken  the  true  ground  on  which  tiie  right  of 
appeal  had  to  be  settled.  The  brother  first  desired  no  appointment,  then  to  serve 
by  proxy,  and  failing  in  each  of  these  applications,  mve  notice  of  his  intention  to 
desist  from  travelling  for  one  year.  The  conference,  merefore,  by  locating  him,  had 
put  him  just  where  he  wishea  to  put  himself,    , 

Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  said  it  was  his  intention  to  raise  a  qius 
tion  on  the  case,  but  not  on  the  ground  that  had  been  taken.  The  case  was  this : 
The  Discipline  says,  that  where  an  elder  should  desist  from  travelling,  he  should  be 
suspended.  ^  This  brother  ceased  to  travel,  and  the  question  is,  after  saying  that  he 
comd  not  travel,  and  the  conference  assenting,  had  he  now  the  right  to  appeal  f 

Mr.  Crane  entered  more  minutely  into  the  case,  takin|;  the  same^  view,  but  thd 
hour  of  adjourmnent  arriving,  the  conference  refused  to  extend  the  time. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  14. 

The  appeal  of  Mr.  Frazee  against  his  location  by  the  Michigan  Conference  was 
called  for,  and  the  conference  having  agreed  to  receive  his  apppeal,  he  proceeded 
to  state  the  grounds  on  which  he  objected  to  tlieir  decision. 

He  appealed  on  the  ground  of  illegality  in  the  action  of  said  conference. 

First  The  plea  or  reason  assigned  was  illegal.  Where  a  rule  gives  definite 
power,  on  a  spedfic  plea,  that  power  is  understood  to  be  prohibited  in  every  other 
case.  The  rule  on  which  the  conference  acted  is  to  be  found  in  section  19,  chap* 
ter  i,  page  67,  and  in  answer  to  question  4,  and  gives  the  conference  j^rmission  to 
locate  a  Drother  who  may  have  been  complained  of  as  unacceptable  in  the  wm-k. 
This  rule  Mr.  F.  conteucled  was  given  for  that  specific  case,  and  was  inoperative 
in  any  other  case.  That  in  his  case  there  was  no  such  complaint,  there  was  no  buc^ 
ground,  and  yet  they  had  acted  upon  that  rule,  and  theretore  illegally. 

Secondlyv  It  was  conducted  in  a  manner  not  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Discipline.  Section  19,  chapter  i,  page  67,  says,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
conference  to  investigate  the  case.  The  conference  in  his  case  did  not  do  bo. 
Neither  did  the  conference  allow  him  an  opportunity  to  amend  or  retire,  both  which 
tne  Discipline  requires.  The  journal  of  the  conference  showed  that;  imd  therefore 
on  this  ground  also  his  location  without  his  consent  was  illegal. 

There  was  considerable  stress  laid  upon  the  letter  he  wrote.  That  letter  was 
adozessed  as  a  private  letter  to  his  presiding  elder,  written  in  haste,  and  with 
no  expectation  that  it  would  go  before  conference,  and  containing  nothing  affecting 
ins  membership,  except  the  list  clause,  which  was  underscored,  "I  am  nmrilUng 


to  loeaUS!  Now  it  was  in  evidence  that  the  conference  broaght  in  a  nsKklntioBr 
with  the  intention  of  inunediate  action  in  the  premises,  stating  that  he  had  quitted 
bis  work,  and  moving  his  suspension.  That  modon  was  lost  Then  they  said,  he 
liad  signiiSed  his  intention  not  to  hibour  among  them  during  the  ensuing  year.  Now 
the  substance  and  purport  of  that  letter  was  this.  He  found  his  busmeat  required 
^  attention,  and  therefore  wrote  his  presiding  elder  to  that  effect,  requesting,  aa  a 
&vour,  that  he  mig^ht  be  left  without  an  appointment  for  the  ensuing  year.  This 
re<}uest  he  made  with  great  deHcacy ;  and  though  it  might  be  oontrair  to  the  xeao> 
Intion  to  arant  such  indulgence,  it  was  yet  fr^ly  accorded  in  practice.  And  he 
(Mr.  F.)  &o  made  a  second  request,  that,  if  the  other  were  demed  him,  he  might 
at  least  have  an  appointment  that  he  could  eet  supplied.  This  too  was  often  done. 
But  this  request,  abo,  the  conference  denied  him,  and  located  him ;  and  since  tfaaro 
was  a  remedy  he  thought  it  best  to  endeavour  to  obtain  redress. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  replied.  Their  conference  had  desired 
to  keep  the  system  of  itinerancy  untrammeled.  He  thought  that  if  it  was  found  that 
they  had  acted  without  the  law,  the^  had  not  acted  contrary  to  law ;  and  if  without 
precedent,  they  had  nevertheless .  given  a  common-sense  decision,  which  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  would  sustain  them  in.  He  was  aware  that  many  menders  might 
be  disposed  to  reverse  the  decision  of  the  annual  conference,  because  they  had  not 
passed  the  fiill  sentence  of  the  law  in  the  oase.  He  wished  to  speak  to  that  a 
moment.  See  sec.  6,  on  page  32  of  the  Discipline.  Many  members  of  the  confeib 
ence  thought  that  was  the  rule  on  which  the  annual  comerence  should  act.  But 
brother  Frazee,  while  he  had  notified  bis  intention  to  cease  to  travel,  had  not  ceased, 
and  they  therefore  could  not  condemn  him  under  that  rule.  ^  Then  the  questSim 
arose,  how  should  they  meet  the  case  7  They  could  not  throw  him  into  the  hands 
of  the  bishop ;  nor  could  they  grant  his  request  without  Violating  the  great  jninct- 
ples  of  itinerancy,  and  flying  in  the  &ce  of  the  General  Conference.  What  *wera 
they  to  do  7  They  wished  to  dispose  of  the  case  righteously,  and  tliey  had  acted 
npon  principles  that  applied  to  the  caae. 

Mr.  Frazee  made  his  rejoinder,  but  it  involved  no  principles  beyond  what  he  had 
previously  laid  down. 
The  General  Conference  reversed  the  decision  of  the  Michigan  Conference. 

Dr».  CaperM*  and  OlifCi  RetohtHon — CommitUe  of  Pacifieatio%. 

Dr.  Capers  and  Dr.  Olin  presented  the  following  resolution : — 
"  In  view  of  the  distracting  agitation  which  has  so  long  prevafled  on  the  subject  of 
davery  and  abolition,  and  especially  the  difficulties  und^r  which  we  labour  in  the 
present  General  Conference,  on  account  of  the  relative  position  of  onr  brethren 
iporth  and  south  on  this  perplexing  question,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  oftmve  from  the  north  and  three  fixim  the  south  be 
appointed  to  confer  with  the  bishops,  and  report  within  two  days  as  to  the  poasi- 
Inuty  of  adopting  some  plan,  and  what,  for  the  permanent  pacification  of  the 
Church." 

A  member  moved  as  an  amendment  that  three  delegates  from  the  middle  states 
be  added  to  the  committee. 

Dr.  Capers  said.  There  are  only  two  points  named  in  the  resolution,  slavery 
and  abobtion.  I  presume  there  must  have  been  such  an  interpretation  put  upon 
the  resolution  as  the  writer  did  not  mean.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  that  this  General 
Conference  was  made  up  of  either  pro-slavery  men  or  abolitionists,  and  that  tliere 
is  a  third  party,  who  are  neither.  The  question  has  only  two  sides,  slaveholders 
and  non-slaveholders.  These  two  positions  present,  perhaps,  in  their  different 
aspects,  the  general  state  of  the  Church.  Two  interests  only  are  generally  recog- 
nised ;  and  in  providing  for  the  committee,  I  am  &r  from  intending  to  say,  that  aU  the 
brethren  in  the  non-slaveholding  states  are  abolitionists,  any  more  than  tnat  the  others 
are  all  slaveholders.     If  in  this  view  I  am  mistaken  I  am  unfortunate. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was  made,  and  Dr.  Dnrbin,  and 
almost  at  the  same  moment  Dr.  Olin  also,  rose.  Dr.  Durbin  offered  to  give  way, 
but  the  chair  said  that  Dr.  Olin  could  not  speak  to  the  original  motion,  and  Dr.. 
Durbin  proceeded.  He  hoped  the  amendment  would  not  prevail.  He  understood 
Dr.  Capers  to  mean  by  the  north,  non-slaveholding  states,  (Dr.  Capen  assented,)  so 
that  the  chair  could  appoint  either  from  the  north,  east,  or  west. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was  canied. 

Dr.  Olin  s^oke  to  the  oridnal  motion.  He  spoke  under  the  most  poweHnt 
emotion,  and  m  a  strain  of  tenderness  that  moved  every  member  of  the  oonfereace^ 
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He  asid  he  fohy  from  his  reUtion  to  the  conference  as  ^member  Sat  the  fint  time. 
It  became  him  to  explaiz)  why  his  name  was  attached  to  the  resohitbn.    It  bad    . 
been  shown  to  him  within  five  minutes,  an4  he  had  asked  upon  it  the  advice  of  one 
whose  opinion  was  entitled  to  ^|reat  weight.     He  could  not  refuse  to  second  it, 
believing  it  was  offered  in  a  spint  of  cOnciliatioa.    He  had  feared  for  these  two  or  < 
three  days  that,  though  possibly  they  might  escape  the  disasters  that  threatened   • 
them,  it  was  not  probable.     He  had  seen  Uie  cloud  gathering,  so  dark  that  it  seemed 
to  him  there  was  no  hope  left  for  them  unless  God  should  ^ve  them  hope.     It 
might  be  from  his  relation  to  both  extremities,  that,  inferior  as  mi^ht  be  his  means  of 
forming  conclusions  on  other  topics,  he  had  some  advantages  on  this ;  and  from  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  with  the  feelings  of  his  brethren  in  the  work,  he  saw  little  ground 
of  encouragement  to  hope.    It  appears  to  me  (he  continued^  that  we  stand  committed 
on  this  question  by  our  principles  and  views  of  policy,  ana  neither  of  us  dare  move 
a  step  from  our  position.    Let  us  keep  away  from  the  controversy  until  brethren  from 
opposite  sides  nave  come  together.    I  comess  I  turn  away  from  it  with  sorrow,  andi 
a  deep  feeling  of  apprehension  that  the  difSculties  that  are  upon  us  now  t]ireaten  tor 
be  unmanageable.     I  feel  it  in  my  heart,  and  never  felt  on  any  subject  as  I  do  on 
this.    I  may  take  it  fur  granted  that  we  apeak  as  opponents  here.     I  have  had  no 
part  in  this  controversy.    It  has  pleased  God  that  I  should  be  far  awayt  or  laid  upon 
a  bed  of  sickness.     I  have  my  opinions  and  attachments,  but  I  am  committed  by 
no  act  of  mine  to  either  nde ;  and  X  will  take  it  on  me  to  say  freely  that  I  do  not  see| 
bow  northern  men  can  yield  their  ground,  or  southern  men  ^ve  up  theirs.     I  do 
indeed  believe,  that  if  our  affairs  remain  in  their  present  position,  and  this  Genend 
Conference  do  net  speak  out  clearly  and  distinctly  on  the  subject,  however  impal- 
atable  it  may  be,  we  cannot  go  home  under  this  distracting  question  without  a  ce]V| 
tainty  of  breaking  up  our  couierences.    I  have  been  to  eight  or  ten  of  the  northern' 
conferences,  and  spoken  free}^  with  men  of  every  class,  and  firmly  believe,  that, 
Vrith  the  fewest  exceptions,  they  are  influenced  by  the  most  ardent  and  the  stroi^eet 
desire  to  maintain  the  Discipline  of  our  Church.     Will  the  southern  men  bebeve 
me  in  this — when  I  say  I  am  sincere,  and  well  informed  on  the  subject  1    The  men 
who  stand  here  as  abolitioiusts  are  as  ardently  attached  to  Methodist  episcopacy  as 
jou  all.     I  believe  it  in  my  heart     Your  northern  brethren,  who  seem  to  yon  to  be 
array^ed  in  a  hosUIe  attitude,  have  suffered  a  oreat  deal  before  they  have  taken  thedr 
position,  and  they  come  up  here  distressed  Defend  measure,  and  disposed,  if  theyt 
believed  they  could,  without  destruction  and  rum  to  the  Church,  to  make  concession.' 
It  may  be  that  both  parties  will  consent  to  come  to^ethez*  and  talk  over  the  matter 
fairly,  and  unbosom  themselves,  and  speak  all  that  is  in  their  hearts ;  and  as  loven 
of  Christ  keep  out  passion  and  prejudice,  and  with  much  prayer  call  down  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  their  aeliberations,  azid  feeling  the  dire  necessity  that  oppresses  both 
parties,  they  wiU  at  least  endeavour  to  adopt  some  plan  of  pacification,  that  if  thej' 
go  away  it  may  not  be  without  hope  of  meeting  again  as  brethren.    I  look  to  thu 
measure  with  desire  rather  than  with  hope.   .With  regard  to  our  southern  brethren, 
and  I  hold  that  on  this  question,  at  least,  I  may  speak  with  some  confidenpe-— 
if  thejr  concede  what  the  northern  brethren  wish—- if  they  concede  that  holding 
slaves  is  incompatible  with  holding  their  ministiy-— they  may  as  well  go  to  the  Bocky 
Mountains  as  to  their  own  sunny  plains.    The  people  wouJd  not  bear  it    They  feel 
shut  up  to  their  principles  on  thv  ^oint    They  love  the  cause,  and  would  serve 
God  in  their  work.    I  believe  there  is  not  a  man  among  them  that  would  not  make 
every  sacrifice,  and  even  die,  if  thereby  he  could  heal  this  division.     But  if  our 
difficulties  are  unmanageable,  let  our  spirit  be  right    If  we  most  part,  let  lis  meet 
and  pour  out  our  tears  together ;  and  fet  us  not  give  up  until  we  have  tried.    I  came 
into  this  conference  yesterday  morning  to  offer  another  resolution.    It  was  that  we 
should  suspend,  now  that  the  sabbath  had  intervened,  and  shed  its  cahnness  and , 

2uiet  over  our  agitated  spirits,  that  we  should  suspend  our  duties  for  one  day,  and 
evote  it  to  fasting  and  prayer,  that  God  mav  help  us,  so  that,  if  we  have  not  union, 
we  may  have  peace.  This  resolution  partakes  oi  the  same  spirit  I  cannot  speak 
on  this  subject  without  deep  emotion.  If  we  push  our  principles  so  far  as  to  break 
up  the  connection,  this  may  be  the  last  time  we  meet  I  fear  it!  I  fear  it! 
I  see  no  way  of  escape.  If  we  find  any,  it  will  be  in  mutual  moderation,  in  calling 
for  help  from  the  God  of  our  fathers,  and  in  looking  upon  each  other  as  we  were 
wonc  lo  do.  These  are  the  general  objects  I  had  in  view  in  seconding  the  resolq- 
tion,  as  they  are  of  him  who  moved  it. 

The  reverend  gentleman  sat  down  amid  the  most  deep  and  hallowed  ezcitelnent,| 
snd  the  responsive  prayers  of  the  whole  confereooe. 


Dr.  Dannn  osd  iFiit  s  wora  to  My.    H6  oonld  nerer  forgvC  taB  scoba  mmw  mm 
tfiat  monung.    Dr.  Olin  had  waiA  UuU  he  acareely  indnlged  the  hope,  Ifaongfa  be 


leh  a  itrong  desire,  tiiat  the  measure  pityoacd  wodd  be  sneceflBiiiL  For  Inmaelf, 
be  tfaonghthe  ootdd  discern  light,  notwithstanding  die  daikness  that  bong  aiDoiMl 
the  question;  and  be  feH not  ooty  a  desire,  bat  a  stnmf  hope,  diat  they  shoold  jet 
lie  dmrrered  from  the  dangers  wfaicb  impended  orer  tneir  heads.  Tes,  be  clong; 
fto  the  hope  of  die  continued  mxi^  of  the  Chmcb.  Abraham,  in  gmu  difficulties* 
'believed  in  hope  asainst  hope,  and  yet  most  glorionsly  realized  his  hope,  and 
became  the  &tiier  m  many  nations.  He  said  he  saw  groond  for  this  hope  in  the 
tenderness  of  spirit  tHiich  had  been  manifested  so  generally  since  (be  introdnctjan 
of  the  resohition;  and  be  felt  now,  as  be  had  felt  since  His  arrival  in  the  city, 
the  most  confident  nssorance.  that  brethren  of  all  parties  would  sacrifice  every- 
thing but  dieir  ulterior  principles,  fer  the  continued  unity  of  the  Church.  Dr.  Olm 
bad  told  them  very  justly,  that  if  they  said  slavery,  under  aU  eircvmstameeg,  is 
mcompatible  with  die  finictions  of  the  Gospel  ministry,  they  put  their  brethren  in 

^dle  soudi  in  a  jposition  which  nrast  destroy  all  hopes  of  useramess  on  their  part  m 
the  Church.  Sir,  (continued,  Dr.  D.,)  we  have  not  said  this ;  we  cannot  say  it ;  the 
committee  will  not  say  ft.  I  do  not  believe  our  gallant  vessel  is  yet  to  be  unloosed 
from  her  moorings.  She  was  exposed  to  a  dangerous  rock  m  the  soudi,  and  an 
equally  dangerous  one  in  the  north.  There  is  an  open  sea  between  tbem.  The 
brethran  of  the  nordi  will  not  drive  us  upon  the  rock  in  the  south,  if  die  brediren 
m  the  south  win  not  drive  us  upon  die  rock  in  the  north.  If  the  committee 
address  tbemselvea  to  the  difficulties  in  the  spirit  which  now  pervades  the  con- 
ference, we  shall  yet  see  brighter  and  better  days.  The  two  days,  during  which 
die  committee  wifi  have  diis  subject  under  consideration,  wiD  De  an  era  in  the 
bostoiT  of  Methodism,  and  I  dnnk  dut  one  of  them  at  least  should  be  observed 
as  a  clay  of  fasting  and  prayer.  The  Wesleyan  Conference  in  England,  after  the 
deadi  of  Mr.  Wesley,  veas  on  the  brink,  apparendy,  of  dissolution,  and  yet  die  wise 
counsel  of  a  few  brethren,  and  the  compromising  spirit  of  the  general  body» 
devised  a  plan  of  peimanent  pacification.  I  would  say,  then,  let  eveiy  heart  and 
tongue  be  quiet  during  these  momentous  two  da^.  It  is  almost  in  my  heart  to 
■ay,  Cnned  be  he  that  shall  speak  a  word  to  mflame  or  exasperate  any  one, 
wnQe  this  subject  is  in  the  hands  of  the  committee. 
Dr.  Luckey  diou^ht  six  too  small  a  number  for  such  committee. 
Dr.  Capers  explamed,  that  the  number  would  bear  some  relation  to  die  number 
in  die  episcopacy;  diough  no  higfa-Mediodist — ^he  disliked  the  term — ^he  bad  so 
long  been  accustomed  to  look  for  divine  direction  through  those  bishops,  that  he 
baa  a  kind  of  fiuth  that  way.  It  might  be  superstitious,  perhaps ;  but  he  had  a 
feeling  of  that  kind.  They  knew  the  way  to  God  on  their  behalr  so  well,  diey  had 
been  so  used  to  it,  that  he  relied  very  much  upon  dieir  decision,  and  he  thought  a 
committee  of  six  would  be  more  generally  acceptable. 

I  Mr.  Drake,  in  a  very  eameet  speech,  deprecated  the  idea  of  a  division.  He 
Iboped  never  to  see  the  day  when  division  should  be  spoken  of  as  probable.  The 
\oords  of  love  were  too  strong,  he  believed,  for  any  such  lamentable  catastrophe  to 
take  place.  He  did  not  believe  that  ever  a  Churoh  divided  since  the  world  oegan 
m  whicb  there  was  so  much  personal  and  Christian  attachment,  and  love  between 
hs  ministers,  as  in  dieir  connection  at  present^  He  prayed  God  to  avert  such  a 
,dire  calami^  fitnn  them.  He  should,  if  the  conference  approved,  like  a  day 
appointed  for  festinf  and  prayer. 

Mr.  Crandall  sp(»e  at  considerable  lengdi.  He  said  he  was  as  much  for  con- 
ciliation as  any  man,  and  did  not  wish  to  disturb  the  good  feeling  that  at  present 
existed  in  the  conference.  But  diere  was  a  dark  shade  of  difllerence  between  the 
brethren  of  the  two  extremes.  He  supposed  he  should  be  taken  as  standing 
on  one  extreme.  As  such,  they  were  standing  on  a  volcano,  which  might,  at  any 
moment,  destroy  tbem.  He  had  learned  Ope  thing  by  this  movement.  "When  a 
brother,  who  was  long  remarkable  for  his  want  of  interest  and  activity  in  the  affairs 
of  the  Cfaureh,  suddenly  became  warm  and  zealous,  it  awakened  suspicions.  He 
had  his  eye  fixed  upon  such  a  one  now.  But  what  was  tho  pretext  for  this  reform 
movement?  Why,  there  was  slavery  in  die  Church,  and  the  Church  tolerated  it. 
And  they  must  meet  it.  But  had  the  north  shown  any  disposition  for  a  <fivisiont 
Not  at  afi.  He  did  not  know  a  man  in  the  north  that  dfesired  division.  He  hoped 
diat,  before  they  took  any  action  in  the  matter,  diey  would  understand  it 

Mr.  Early  made  some  very  able  remarks  on  the  spirit  pervading  the  conference, 
and  die  spirit  that  he  trusted  would  pervade  the  committee— the  spirit  of  prayer. 


loye,  and  fiorWannoe.  He  wovld  mmxe  the  ooiifewace  liutt  the  soiidi  were|ir»> 
pai^  to  make  aay  coDoeaakiis  in  the  aame  qvirit*  ao  ftr  as  they  oottld  witnoat 
affecting  their  eaaential  prindplea. 

Dr.  Smith  roae  amidat  caUs  for  the  queation.  He  regretted  that,  at  anch  a  tfane, 
anj  impatience  to  get  a  vote  ahould  be  manifeated.  So  deeply  did  he  aympathne 
unth  the  fedinff  now  preTailing  in  the  conferenoe,  that  he  coold  find  it  in  hu  heart 
to  oontinue  under  ita  mfloenoe  for  homa  to  oome.  He  had  never  for  one  moment— 
aa  those  acquainted  with  bia  private  aentimenta  poold  teatify<— cheriafaed  the  deeire 
for  division.  The  south  did  not  deaire  it.  He  knew  that,  in  aaying  this,  he  waa 
expressing  the  common  sentiment  of  the  whole  aonthem  Church.  TVne,  at  Cincin- 
nati, in  1836,  the  members  of  the  General  Conference,  firom  conferences^  widun 
elaveholding  states,  were  supposed  to  have  taken  meaaures  preliminary  to  disunion* 
But  that  waa  a  mistake.  Tneir  ooune  was  dictated  by  a  sincere  deaire  to  preserve 
the  union,  by  staving  off  those  incipient  meaaorea,  which,  if  persisted  in,  it  was  fore- 
aeen  would  ultimate  in  this  diaastroua  and  nmcb4o4}e-deprecated  veault.  No !  the 
aontb  did  not  desire  disunion.  Come  when  it  may,  it  ahould  be  forced  upon  them 
He  had  too  much  confidence  in  the  fidelity  and  justice  of  hia  ncrtbem  brethren  tt» 
cherish  the  conviction  for  one  moment  that  they  would  force  diviaion  upon  them. 
What,  air,  divide !  Never !  Nor  did  he  agree  that  civil  vvar,  aa  had  been  intima- 
ted, was  likely  to  come  upon  them.    He  had  no  fear  of  civil  disunion  and  war. 

Mr.  Dow  liiought  Dr.  Smith  was  out  of  order  in  theae  aUusioDS  to  division  and 
^ivil  war. 

Mr.  Crandall  was  delighted  with  the  spirit  of  Dr.  Smith,  atid  hoped  he  would  not 
be  interrupted. 

Dr.  Smith  concluded  hia  remarks  by  aaying.  No,  air,  we  have  no  fean  of  civil 
war.  We  have  higher  and  more  appropriate  reasona  fiir  wiahing  to  preaerve  oar 
lon^^herished  union.  The  days  for  civu  war  in  this  counliT  have  gone  by.  Diffi- 
culties in  the  national  legislature  would  hereafter  be  aettled  by  negotiation.  And 
ahall  we  adopt  any  leaa  pacific  course  in  thia  great  council  dip  the  Church  7  He 
hoped  not. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CoUins,  the  words  "  a  committee  of  six"  were  aubatitated  for 
the  words  "  a  committee  of  three  firom  the  south  and  three  fit>m  the  north,"  and  the 
resolutiott  waa  nnanimonaly  adopted. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  15. 
Indian  MtMsion  Conference. 

Mr.  Ames  explained,  in  reference  to  a  remark  fitmi  Mr.  Eariy  two  or  three  da^ 
a|^,  that  the  bishop  attending  the  conforence  had  the  veto  power  in  all  ^propna- 
txuis,  and  that  would  prove  a  aufficient  check  on  the  expenditarea.  He  further 
allnded  to  the  importance  of  the  subject  generally,  and  noticed  it  as  somewhat  sin- 
aular,  that  so  many  Churches  shopld  go  so  fiu-  to  seek  subjects  for  their  miaaiona. 
The  Indians  embraced  in  this  report  were  not  wandering  hunters,  nor  roving  vaga- 
bonds through  the  forest,  but  they  followed  tradea,  and. had  a  permanent  home^ 
holding  their  land  by  a  patent  firom  the  government  of  the  United  Statea. 

Mr.  Slicer  thought  the  project  a  good  one.  It  was  well  known  that  most  of  the 
tribea  were  hostile  one  to  another,  and  he  presumed  this  plan  would  bring  them  to- 
gether in  more  fiiendly  relationaMp.  He  suppoaed  that  the  native  preachers,  when 
raised  up,  would  be  admitted  into  the  oonforence,  which  would  materiallv  aid  m 
the  work  of  softening  down  the  asperities  of  the  various  tribes,  as  it  would  In^g 
tiieir  influential  men  together.  He  thought,  however,  it  ought  to  ffo  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries,  mat  they  might  conform  their  ommgeinentB  uiereto. 

Mr.  Ames  aaid,  there  were  but  two  ccmferencea  affected,  by  it,  and  they  bat 
nominally,  for  they  did  not  occupy  the  misaion  territory. 

Mr.  MTexrin  said,  I  have  »ofme  little  acquaintance  widi  the  Indian  misaioia 
embraced  in  the  report  of  the  committee.  The  Indiana,  notwithstanding  their  being 
permanently  located,  are  still  a  wand^ing  people,  and  many  of  them  gain  thev 
Tivelihood  by  the  chaae ;  and  I  do  not  thimt  their  standing,  either  in  a  moral,  reli- 
gioua,  or  iDtellectnal  point  of  view,  ia  sufficient  to  juatjfy  their  having  a  aeparaia 
annual  conference.  You  will  cut  off  the  sympathy  existiug  between  the  Indian 
tribea  and  the  conferencea  next  to  them.  Many  of  fiie  brethren  labour  there  under 
the  direction  of  the  bishopa,  and  take  it  "  time  about,"  as  we  do  in  our  country  witi^ 
all  our  work.  But  when  you  come  to  confine  the  ministers  entirely  to  that  work, 
you  vriU  destroy  the  aympathy  at  preaent  exiating  toward  the  Inuans,  and  there 


dS  Dthatesinihe 

win  be  a  •hrinlaiig  back  on  tbeipert  of  otber  brethren  firym  tiie  weak.  I  wa^  a 
inksjonaiy  among  the  Cherokee  Indiana  for  two  fears,  and  it  was  the  brightert 
period  of  my  life.  But  I  shonld  not  wish  to  stay  there  for  life ;  bat  after  laboaring 
there  for  two  or  three  yeara,  let  othera  go  and  ahare  the  honour  as  well  as  laboor 
of  the  work. 

Dr.  Bangs  would  allow  that  there  were  olijections  against  this  conference  being 
established;  ba( there  were  also  advantages  -which  he  thought  more  than  ooanter> 
balanced  the  disadvantages.  One  objection  raised  was,  that  they  would  have  the 
[xriatkm  of  their  own  funds.  But  then  the  responsibility  would  be  with  the 
ent  of  the  conference,  and  the  misaionaiy  committee  cannot  impropriate  any- 
j  without  the  consent  df  the  conference,  so  that  the  Discipline  ah^ady  provided 
a  powerfol  check.  This  conference  wcnild  probably  become  one  of  the  largest 
oonferencea,  numerically,  in  the  Union.  They  were  ;iot  cutting  off  a  conference, 
as  in  the  case  of  Liberia. 

Mr.  Finley  also  thought  that  the  advantages  would  decide<Uy  overMance  the 
disadvantages.  By  making  them  a  separate  annual  conference  it  brought  the  vari- 
ous tribes  near,  and  into  connection  with  each  other.  It  had  been  urged,  as  an 
objection  to  the  organizatiou  of  this  co^iference,  that  it  afforded  no  opportonity  for 
the  preachen  occasionally  changing  with  each  other.  It  shonld  be  remembered, 
however,  that  it  required  a  pretty  lonff  continuance  with  an  Indian  to  get  his  con- 
fidence. He  had  remarked  this  ever  smce  he  was  a  bo}r.  This  arrangement  would 
bring  them  into  contact,  and  under  the  influence  of  their  pastors,  and  thus  do  away 
with  any  feelings,  national  or  otherwise,  that  might  interfere  with  their  cordial 
union.  Religion  had  a  wonderful  tendency  to  consolidate  friendship,  and  this  was 
an  important  consideration.  He  really  could  not  see  any  substantial  objection  to 
the  proposal  of  the  committee,  but  could  see  glorious  benefits  resulting  from  it.  It 
womd  bring  the  tribes  together,  so  that  they  would  be  able,  perhaps  ere  long,  to 
foim  and  establish  some  general  system  of  government  for  themselves. 

Mr.  Ratcliffe  -.came  to  the  General  Conference  decidedly  opposed  to  this  mea- 
sure, and  he  believed  he  represented  the  feeling  of  his  conference  oa  the  subject. 
He  thought  there  was  a  danger  of  the  preachers,  by  beina  too  long  among  the 
Indians,  becoming  Indians  themselves.  He  felt,  also,  that  there  was  oonsidmble 
advantage  in  havmg  the  mission  regulated  by  white  people;  and  perhaps  "tfie 
Indians  coming  into  contact  with  the  white  population  would  have  beneficial 
results,  as  they  would  thas  learn  our  language,  to  some  extent,  and  our  general  man- 
ners and  customs.  On  the  whole,  he  had  some  doubts  upon  the  subject,  and 
should,  he  thought,  vote  against  it 

Mr.  Benyman  woul^  offer  a  few  remarks  on  the  objections  brought  against  this 
plan.  It  wmild  be  found  necessary  for  a  missionary  to  remain  among  the  Indians 
more  than  two  vears,  not  only  to  obtain  their  confidence,  but  for  his  own  informa- 
tion also.  We  know  as  little  about  them  as  they  do  about  us.  We  take  them  to 
be  a  suspicious,  vindictive  people.  He  had  these  prejudices  on  first  going  among 
them  as  a  missionary,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  ne  could  look  upon  them  in  any 
other  li^ht  But  time  had  greatly  altered  his  views  in  that  respect.  Again :  It  had 
been  said  that  there  would  be  areat  difficulty  in  finding  men  who  would  consent 
to  a  residence  amona  them  for  nfe.  Men  had  gone,  with  the  understanding  that 
thev  were  to  ti^r  it  tor  a  year  or  two ;  but  longer  than  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
prolong  the  sacrifice.  And  having  ^ne  with  this  understanding,  and  having  met 
with  difficulties,  they  had  become  discouraged,  and  looking  to  the  end  of  the  year 
for  Iheir  release,  were  discontented  continually,  instead  of  earnestly  going  to  work 
and  contending  with  their  difficulties  uatil  they  had  conouered  them.  Buch  woold 
be  far  more  likely  to  be  their  course  if  they  knew  that  there  was  no  eariy  prospect 
of  deliverance  from  them.  As  to  learning  the  language,  there  could  be  no  doubt 
that  the  missionaries  would  be  much  more  snccesnul  if  they  could  converse  with 
the  Indians  in  their  own  language,  instead  of  through  an  interpreter.  Even  now, 
if  he  (Mr.  B.)  thought  he  had  to  stay  long  with  them^  he  would  endeavour  to  be- 
come more  an  Indian  than  he  was  now.    He  did  not  see  any  force  in  that  objectioi. 

And  again,  did  the  Greneral  Conference  expect  or  desire  that  these  Indian  mis- 
sions should  alw^'s  hang  upon  them  for  support?  But  that  would  be  the  case  if 
they  were  alwa^  to  be  dependant  upou  anouier  conference.  Whereas,  if  you  sepa- 
rate them,  and  give  them  a  conference  of  their  own,  native  preachers  may  be  raised 
np,  whom,  with  their  fimiilies,  the  Indians  would  cheerfoUy  support.  But  they 
would  never  support  a  white  man's  family.  There  are  about  twenty  odd  tribea 
{proposed  to  be  embraced  by  this  conlcrence.    They  ara  disdnot  6om  aach  other, 
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speaking  diffarent  laogii&ffes,  and  Tory  few  of  them  undontand  eac^  other.  TheT 
have  no  common  ties  Dinaing  them  togetijer.  Taken  separately,  they  are  a  amaU 
people;  but  taken  in  the  aggregate,  they  number  '60,000  and  upward;  and  imme- 
diately on  their  borders  are  many  other  tribes^  embraoed  alao  in  this  proposed  con- 
ference, which  extends  to  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Some  of  the  tribes  backward 
number  60,000  to  70,000  to  a  tribe.  And  thev  are  noble  fellows,  though  still  living 
the  lives  of  hunters.  The  time,  however,  will  come  when  they  can  no  longer  suji>-- 
fist  in  that  way,  because  the  herds  of  buffalo  and  elk  will  be  exhausted,  aod  they 
must  then  settle  down  to  cultivate  the  soil.  The  establishment  of  a  conference 
will  promote  and  extend  the  Christian  bonds  of  union.  The  effects  that  wiU  result 
frpm  it  are  already  partially  shown  in  the  Indjak  Manuix.  Labour  School,  of 
which  I  am  supermtendent.  We  had  (said  Mr.  B.)  for  a  number  of  years  been 
labouring  to  educate  the  Indian  children.  We  had  a  small  school  connected  with 
the  mission,  and  from  each  tribe  located  there  we  took  a  few  children  into  this 
ichooL  *  All  of  the  same  tribe  spoke  the  same  language.  Brought  thus  together, 
they  would  converse  with  those  of  their  own  lan^age,  but  they  could  not  speak 
a  word  of  English.  At  a  meeting  of  all  the  missionaries,  we  determined  on  ests- 
blishing  a  central  school,  that  they  might  thus  be  compelled  to  speak  the  English 
tongue.  The  result  has  fer  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations.  FrejuaioeB 
are  oeittg  wiped  away.  The  same  result  will  attend  an  annual  conference  in  the 
territory.  We  feel  that  we  shidl  be  losers  aa  it  regards  sympatl^.  Mr.  B.  then 
went  on  to  say  that  the  conferences  there  were  composed  on  the  same  plan  as  aD 
others ;  and  it  must  be  obvious  that  their  missionary  committee,  to  whom  were 
eonfided  all  missionary  matters,  had  not  time  to  suggest  and  mature  any  new  plaha 
of  operation.  But  the  whole  business  of  this  conference  would  be  of  a  missionazy 
character,  and  what  they  lost  in  sympathy  they  gained  in  another  way. 

Mr.  Bounds  said,  so  far  as  it  regarded  sympathy,  he  thought  the  propoeed  con- 
ference would  give  an  increased  mterest  in  the  sympathies  of  the  missionaries; 
The  men  who  snould  be  stationed  among  the  Indians  under  the  proposed  regula- 
tions would  give  their  hearts  to  it  entirely ;  whereas,  when  they  were  only  ap- 
pointed for  one  year  or  two,  their  hearts  were  prone  to  be  somewhere  else.  It 
was  a  reflection  upon  Christianity,  and  an  objection  that  would  be  fetal  to  mission- 
ary enterprise,  to  say  that  the  missionaries  were  more  likely  to  sink  thtm  th6 
Indians  to  rise.  We  did  not  live  in  a  day  that  required  us  to  argue  a  position  of 
fkuX  kind.  We  are  not  going  to  be  "  overcome  of  evil,  but  to  overcome  evil  with 
good."  He  would  also  add,  so  &r  as  regarded  "  sacrifices"  in  reference  to  appoint- 
ments, the  M.  E.  Church  had  boldly  proclaimed  herself  a  missionary  iChnrch,  and 
her  sentiment  was,  that  her  preachers  were  bound  to  go  wherever  they  were  sent 

Mr.  M'Ferrin  said,  if  you  could  always  have  such  men  as  the  brethren  Rounds 
and  Berryman,  there  would  be  no  danger  in  their  remaining  any  length  of  time. 
They  would  never  dter.  But  it  is  far  wm  bein^  so.  As  the  arrangements  now 
stand,  you  have  two  whole  conferences  from  which  to  select  men  fit  for  the  puf^ 
pose,  and  still  find  it  difiicult  to  get  the  men  you  want  It  behooves  us  to  guard 
the  door,  or  you  will  have  the  mission  field  crowded  with  inexperienced  men^ 
Brethren  t^  of  "  disparagement  of  Christianity."  Why,  sir,  you  know,  as  I  do, 
that  many  of  our  missionaries  have  identified  themselves  with  the  Indians  by  mar- 
riage. They  have  become  citizens,  and  then  entered  into  trade  and  traffic.  Ak 
to  the  spirit  of  sacrifice,  let  brethren  make  the  same  sacrifice,  and  then  they  might 
turn  to  us  with  this  plea.  I  cannot  go  for  it — I  do  not  think  they  are  ready  for  it. 
The  country  is  too  new,  and  the  Indians  not  sufficiently  improved.  And  I  will 
venture  to  predict,  that  after  an  experiment  of  four  years,  you  will  find  that  the 
work  has  not  been  carried  on  as  you  expect. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  that  at  the  introduction  of  the  subject  he  had  the  same 
feelings  toward  it  that  Mr.  MTerrin  new  had,  but  the  arguments  of  the  mtssion- 
ary  from  that  mission  field  converted  him.  He  did  not  see  the  difiiculties  hia 
brother  saw,  and  thought  that  labourers  would  be  increased  as  they  were  required. 
'  The  Ood  of  the  work  would  raiie  up  the  men  for  the  work.  He  believed  in  a 
dUl  to  the  missionaiy  field  as  much  as  he  did  in  the  call  to  preach. 

Mr.  Green  was  once  an  Indian  in  all  but  birth.  With  them  he  lived,  bunted, 
fished,  talked,  ate,  and  slept  He  learned  their  art  of  running,  wrestling,  throw- 
ing the  ball,  Sue,  They  entertain  against  all  strangers  a  strong  prejudice.  He 
thought  the  best  they  could  do  was  to  make  of  the  west  of  America  a  separate 
conference.  It  was  not  always  the  case  that  men  succeeded  in  what  they  wished 
to  do ;  but  they  never  aooceed  in  what  tbsy  did  not  wish  to  do.    Now  no  brothfl* 
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would  beeome  a  member  of  that  oonfiBrenoe  mlets  he  wae  vnOmg  to  beoome  m 
miuaonary.    As  to  fixing  the  amoimt  of  salary » it  was  as  difficult  one  way  as  another. 
The  report  was  then^  adopted  and  refened  to  the  Committee  on  Boondaries, 
that  they  might  conform  their  action  thereto. 

FRIDAY,  BIAY  17. 

ScrifiurtB  in  the  Liturgy, 

Attentbn  was  called  by  Bishop  Soule,  in  consednenoe  of  a  oommimiwilion  ha 
iiad  received  from  a  highly-respectable  member  of  toe  Cfaor^  well  known  to  the 
western  ministers,  to  the  alteration  of  the  passages  of  Scripture  reqnited  by  the 
Diseipline  to  be  read  preparatory  to  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  sapper,  so  as  to 
conform  to  the  phraseobgy  of  the  present  version  of  the  Scriptores. 

Dr.  Peck  said  he  had  viewed  the  subject  witli  much  interest  He  wished  the 
eonference  would  instruct  the  Committee  on  Revisal  to  consider  the  pi^opriety  of 
ooalbrming  all  the  passages  of  Scripture  used  in  the  liturgy  to  the  version  of  die 
8cripmresnow  in  use.  He  sow  no  reason  for  their  using  the  antiqoated  venicii  of 
Cranmer,  as  in  the  Common  Prayer.  He  had  no  such  veneration  for  that  book  as 
would  reconcile  him  to  the  use  of  a  difl^ient  venion  of  the  Scriptures  in  the  |Niblio 
•ervices  from  the  one  in  common  use,  merefy  because  Churchmen  are  therein  re- 
^[uired  to  do  BO. 

Temperance  Queetian. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  called  up  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  as 
related  to  temperance,  which  was  to  the  effect  diat  no  members  sbonld  use  as  a 
beverage,  or  manufiou^mre,  or  traiHc  in  intoxicating  Uquors,  on  pain  of  expuUion  after 
xemonstrance.  He  spoke  of  the  evils  of  intemperance.  It  was  doing  "  harm''  to 
•ocietf,  to  the  individual,  soul  and  body,  wife  and  children,  and  was  an  evil  in 
ever^  relation  we  hold  to  Grod  and  as  fbUowers  of  Christ ;  a  **  harm"  that  was  iire- 
mpdiable.  The  question  therefore  was,  what  ought  to  be  the  Discipline  in  the 
case  7  Under  what  rule  should  it  be  banished  from  the  Church  f  What  would  you 
do  with  the  men  who  erect  the  still  behind  which  the  drunkard  hid  himself  T  The 
nile  proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline  met  the  evil.  It  proposed  that  the 
brother  should  first  be  remonstrated  with,  and  if  that  failed,  let  Imn  oe  visited  widi 
^  severity  of  Discipline.  At  present  the  law  did  not  reach  such  cases,  though 
he  believed  that  one  conference  had  decided  to  apply  the  general  law  forbidding 
'^ doing  harm"  to  this  case.  Others  doubt  whether  tbe  law  will  bear  that  construe- 
lion.     We  want  to  rid  the  Church  of  such  a  disgrace,  and  wish  the  conference  to 

rik  out  plainly  on  the  subject,  that  there  may  oe  uniformity  of  action  througfaont 
annual  conferences. 

Dr.  Smith  moved  that  the  repjort  and  resolution  lie  on  ttie  table.  Not  that  he 
wanted  to  get  rid  of  it,  for  he  wished  to  discuss  it  at  some  leng^  but  he  moved 
that  it  Ke  on  the  table  at  present,  because  he  wished  time  and  a  more  fitting  op- 
portunity of  stating  Ins  objections  to  it 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Dr.  Smith  then  continued,  and  expressed  his  resret  that  the  conference  would  not 
of  courtesy  extend  to  a  member,  on  a  subject  of  this  magnimde  and  importance, 
Uie  time  he  adced  for  the  consideration  of  toe  sulqect  And  though  he  feared  ihm 
the  refusal  to  let  it  lie  on  the  table  that  the  mind  of  the  conference  was  pretty  well 
made  up  on  the  subject,  he  should  meet  it  as  well  as  he  could  by  some  unprompto 
remarks.  So  fiu*  as  ne  could  understand  the  report,  they  proposed  to  inconpocste 
with  the  Discipline  a  rule  which  ultimately  results  in  the  oismembenhip  of^  those 
who  might  infringe  its  provisions.  Now  he  asked  upon  what  authority  did  lim 
General  Conference  proceed  to  make  a  new  term  of  membenh^),  without  the  oon- 
lent  of  the  several  annual  conferences  t  There  was  the  point !  And  this  measure 
was  the  more  objectionable  for  this  reason.  Four  years  m  they  attempted  to  ifr> 
troduce  this  rule  mto  the  general  rules,  but  the  movement  filled.  The  annual  cob 
ferences  would  not  give  their  consent— the  constitutional  authority  could  not  be 
obtained. 

Dr.  Bangs  said  it  was  obtained  by  a  large  migoritv. 

Dr.  Smim  continued.  It  w/»  not  pat  m,  becanse  the  report  of  Dr.  Tomlinsoa 
maintained  that  the  alteration  in  the  feneral  rule  bad  not  been  lega%  recommended. 
And  now,  sir,  said  Dr.  S.,  the  frienas  of  this  movement  come  nmnd,  and  seek  to 
•mrid  the  consthutioiial  difficulty^  sad  wish  to  steal  this  measure  mto  another  see- 
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tm  o£  the  Dnciplme.  Is  tfais riband  proper?  What  do yoa  call  tfaiit  Wxy, 
in  the  langnage  current  in  a  certain  part  of  yonr  city^,  it  is  **fittzion$,"  if  I  am  oop- 
rectly  informed  as  to  the  meaning  of  that  woid  as  it  floats  through  the  ttreeta  of 
New-YoriL.  Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  any  saoh  mode  of  aeekiQ(|  to  avoid  the  oonstita* 
tional  restrictbnA  that  lie  on  this  General  Conference.  I  maintain  that  this  confer- 
ence has  no  right  to  make  a  new  term  of  membezahip  in  the  Church,  except  the 
•evenl  anmial  oooferenoas  shall  recommend  snch  measore.  Has  that  been  done 
in  this  case  f  The  qoestiqp  at  t£is  point  is  not  whether  the  drinking  of  ardent 
spirits. be  rifht  or  wrong;  bnt  whether  this  oonfenfnce  has  anthority  to  make  this 
test  of  membetship  7 

Again ;  the  brother  supposes  the  use  of  ^krdent  ^irits  is  a  great  eriL  And  it  ia 
uupidstionaiJiy  so.  All  men  of  reflection  have  felt  it  to  be  so.  But  a  great  mond 
morement  is  abroad  that  has  arrested  the.  evil  to  a  Tory  Rreat  extent,  and  it  haa 
done  so  without  any  aid  from  ttie  roles  of  Methodist  Diioi^ine  or  legislation.  The 
ball  of  reformation  has  been  strackt  this  wonderful  movement  has  been  felt  through- 
out the  land,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  nn^  portbn  of  oar  coimtry  that  has  not  seea 
the  redeeming  and  saving  influence  m  mo  tsmpeianoe  cause.  And  yet  it  haa 
'  never  needea  conference  legislation,  and  does  not  need  it  now.  But  though  a 
mat  evil,  and  that  confesBedlY,  yet  a  rule  on  this  subject  is  not  of  the  nature  ofour 
'  General  Rules.  Every  rule  that  operates  as  a  test  of  membership  ia  a  general  role, 
and  this  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a  geneial  rule,  and  ought  not  to  be  acunitted  into 
the  Book  of  Discipline  as  one.  The  book  defines  the  nature  of  tho0e^-"lhey  aro 
such  as  are  clearly  written  by  God's  Spirit  on  every  truly  awakened  heart,*'  and  I 
appeal  to  e^eiy  cahn  and  deliberete  mind  in  this  house,  whether  this  rule  is  one  that 
the  Spirit  of  God  las  written  on  every  traly  awakened  heart?  If  so,  what  is  the 
feet  with  regard  to  our  forefethen  who  laid  the  foundation  of  our  spiritual  edifice  f 
Why,  that  diey  had  it  written  on  their  hearts,  and  that  they  violatea  that  conviction^ 
for  they  indulged  in  the  moderate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  until  the  light  of  temperano« 
refonn  opened  their  eyes  to  the  imprudence  of  me  thing.  And  yet  these  very  men, 
many  of  whom  the  moven  in  this  measure  were  glad  to  honour,  were  accustomed  to* 
the  moderate  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and,  according  to  the  doctrine  upon  which  this 
measure  proceeds,  must  have  had  it  written  upon  their  hearts  that  mis  was  vrrong, 
and  if  so,  they  were  sinning  against  conviction  and  against  the  influence  of  the  Ho^^ 
Spirit  Every  thinking  man  must  allow  that  they  were  not  sensible  of  any  grosa 
immoraUty,  of  any  evil  m  the  thing,  and  therefore  tnis  camiot  come  under  the  gene- 
ral nde  as  "  written  upon  the  mind  of  every  truly  awakened  person-  by  the  Spuit  of 
God. "  known  without  any  induction  or  argument    . 

Toe  speaker  was  here  reminded  that  ttie  fifteen  minutes  allowed  t»  each  speaker 
had  expired,  and  amotion  taextend  the  time  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Collins  aakedthe  speakejr,  as  a  matter  of  courtesy,  to  yield  the  floor  to  him  to 
ofier  a  motion. 

Dr.  S.  consented,  and  Mr.  C.  moved  the  postponement  of  the  disouasioB  untit  tiv 
mom>w->«then  to  be  the  order  of  the  day. 

During  a  conversation  on  this, 

Mr.  Slicer  got  the  floor,  and  said  Aat  in  1840  they  were  told  that  ^  rule  aa  it  stood 
was  sufficientto  try  a  man  for  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits ;  and  if  the  views  of  the  gen> 
flemen  remained  the  same,  they  would  come  up  m  firm  phalanx  together.  Dr.  Ton»* 
Unson,  he  maintained,  reportea  against  the  annual  conierenoes,  and  in  spite  of  th^ 
qubbling  (O!  0!  from  Dr.  Smith)  of  that  report,  if  the  view  of  Drs.  Fisk  and  WmsoA 
was  to  be  depend^  on,  then  the  construction  Dr.  T.  gave  to  the  law  was  a  wrong  one. 
And  in  jproot  that  Dr.  T.'s  report  was  not  adopted  by  the  General  Conference,  twth 
thirds  of  that  body  in  1840  voted  to  restore  that  rule,  and  the  presiding  bishop  decider! 
that  the  proposition  was  not  carried,  because,  though  two>thirds  of  those  present 
yoted  for  it,  there  were  not  two*thiids  ef  &e  elected  members  present ;  and  because 
of  the  lateness  of  the  hour  the  firiends  of  the  question  took  no  steps  to  appeal  fioilt 
the  bishop's  decision.  In  the  Kentucky  Conference  the  whole  of  tne  members,  with 
one  solitary  exception,  voted  for  the  restoratkw  of  the  rule,  being  sevens-nine  for  ia» 
restoration  and  one  againstit  This  shovfod  that  Dr.  T.'s  report  took  no  better  thero. 
The  Methodists  had  not  opened  their  eyes  since  the  temperance  movement  only,  but 
one  hundred  years  ago.  Mr.  Wesley  considered  the  wholesale  dealers  in  ardent 
^iritsaamnrderexi.'  We  had  gone  bock.  BCr.  Wesley  was  the  great  pjoneer  of  the 
temperance  reform^  and  he  suspected  the  loss  of  that  rule  icoiu  our  Discipline  woaU^ 
present  a  curious  history,  ooula  it  be  known.    What  said  Dr.  Fisk  T 

A  member  eaUed  the  attention  ol  the  chair  to  a  point  of  order.    Thespeakerwae 


69  MaUs  t»i  thi 

Ihd  main  qpestkKi)  mid  qpoti^g  docamenls,  when  lie  only  lield  tlw  Hoot 
.  Smith  had  in  coxsitesy  given  it  up  for  the  proposal  of  a  resohitknL 

BIr.  Biicer  sakl  he  was  speaking  to  that  resolation. 

The  ohair  thought  the  point  of  order  could  hardly  be  soatuned. 

The  member  thought  it  would  be  sufficient  to  call  the  speaker's  attentian  to  the 
infbnnality  of  his  proceeding. 

Mr.  Slker  continued.  What  said  Dr.  Fisk  ?  (reading  an  extract  fiom  one  of  the 
writinga  of  that  lamented  minister  on  the  subject)  The  argument  of  brother  Smith 
goes  to  make  this  a  matter  of  veiy  trifling  importance  indeed.  He  wants  the  Gein- 
eral  Conference  to  let  the  matter  work  its  own  cure.  Then  why  not  let  swearing 
and  other  species  of  wrongHloins  be  cured  by  moral  suasion.  Ijct  moral  suasion 
ture  ihe  moderate  drinkeri  but  let  diem  have  legal  presumption  to  cure  the  drunk* 
ard  maker.  They  abstained  as  tee-totallerSi  not  because  there  was  any  moral  harm 
in  a  dass  of  wine,  but  to  use  their  influence  in  keeping  men  in  the  nght  way,  and 
they  nad  cleared  the  heads  and  steadied  the  step^  of  thousands.  The  whole  traffic, 
from  beginning  to  end,  was  an  evil.  It  lel^  loose  a  burning  tide  that  consumed  and 
dried  up  and  withered  every  green  thing.  It  was  time  they  stood  up  to  tins  matter, 
and,  sustaining  the  reform,  pushed  out  its  results. 

llie  speaker  Was  reminded  that  his  time  had  expired,  and  the  conference  declin- 
ing  to  extend  it^  he  sat  down. 

Mr.  MTenrin  said,  some  brethren  were  so  fall  of  speech-making,  that  they  must 
lelieve  themselves  at  every  tum^  A«  to  the  long  speech  which  Mr.  Slicer  had 
made,  it  was  time  wasted ;  they  should  have  every  item  of  it  over  again.  The  con- 
ference  waa  not  prepared  for  this  question.  Before  voting  upon  it  ne  should  like 
to  hear  the  reports  from  all  the  annual  conferences,  and  from  the  committee  on  tha 
great  question  of  temperance.  Then  would  be  the  time  for  action  in  the  matter. 
The  movers  of  this  question  could  not  force  its  conclusion  upon  them  in  fifteeo 
minutes.    Let  them  decide  it  like  men,  and  like  Christians. 

Mr.  Eariy,  Dr.  Luckey,  Mr.  Collins,  &c.,  agreed  in  this,  and  it  was  finally  laid 
on  the  table  until  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance  should  come  up. 

SATURDAY,  MAY  18. 
Report  on  Mitnon$ — Oerman  Muriont, 

Dr.  Ban»  called  up  the  report  in  part  of  the  Committee  on  MiasionB.  The 
tocond  resolution  save  rise  to  considerable  discussion. 

Mr.  Slicer  saw  difficulties  in  the  question  as  to  the  lines  or  boundaries  of  the  con- 
farenoea,  and  he  doubted  whether  the  conference  was  ready  for  the  question.  If 
the  committee  could  see  their  way  clear  of  this  difficulty  he  should  be  glad. 

Dr.  Bangs  said  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  would  simply  have  to  make  an 
exception  of  the  German  missions. 

.  Mr.  Longstreet  saw  no  reason  for  breaking  up  the  boundaries  for  this  obiect; 
or  why  for  the  German  Church  more  than  any  other — the  French,  Spanish,  or 
other  foreigners  T  Members  seemed  to  have  got  into  a  habit  of  supposing  that, 
when  a  proposition  waa  made,  they  must  of  necessity  do  something  in  the  matter. 

Mr.  Cartwright  inquired  why  the  passage  of  this  resolution  vraa  to  be  allowed 
to  tangle  their  woik  f  From  the  litde  light  on  the  subject  he  had,  it  conflicted 
directly  with^  their  established  regulations.  The  selection  of  a  presiding  elder 
was  the  province  of  the  bishop,  and  this  would  straiten  his  operations,  and  throw 
his  appomtmeots  into  conflict  It  would  be  like  the  heavens  and  the  earth  when 
they  were  first  made.  Darkness  appears  to  me  to  be  on  the  "  fece  of  it,  and  it 
la  without  form  and  void."  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  thing  would  not  wotk. 
They  had  succeeded  admirably  on  the  old  plan.  In  that  part  of  the  work  in 
which  he  was  engaged  they  had  a  German  mission,  and  he  wished  they  had 
more.    He  thought  tms  resolution  would  tangle  their  operations. 

Mr.  Spencer  had  had  charge  of  some  German  missions  for  the  last  two  yeaia, 
and  knew  that  some  such  measure  as  this  waa  necessary  in  the  work.  The  pro* 
position  waa  that  they  should  have  German  mission  districts,  and  he  could  not 
aee  how  it  would  interfere  with  the  boundaries.  He  did  not  see  how  they 
ooald  get  along  unless  they  all  belonged  to  one  conference,  and  he  really  thought 
they  needed  some  plan  by  which  all  the  German  missionaries  could  be  appointed 
as  one  time. 

^  Mr.  Fmiey  saw  difficulties  in  this  matter,  but  he  thouaht  there  were  greater 
difficuUiea  under  ^  present  plan.    The  appointment  of  Sie  missionariea  to  their 
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Mlnreot  fields  of  lAaat  wbb  a  groat  difficqlty.  This  bad  been  ez]>erieiieed  in 
the  Epiacopal  Committee.  It  waa  well  known  that  these  miasionariBa  had  fre- 
qnentfy  to  be  changed  from  one  conference  to  another.  Theae  conferences 
night  be  some  distance  from  each  other,  and  the  bishop  rqfikes  an  appoint- 
ment to  fin  up  tome  mission,  perhaps  in  Indiana  Conference,  before  thatcanlerenoe 
can  sit ;  and  ne  must  fill  up  the  vacancy  from  the  Ohio  Conference.  So  there 
TTas  considerable  delay  in  the  business.  Now  he  (Mr.  F.)  saw  no  great  diffi- 
culty in  gathering  these  miaaions  into  one  or  two  miaaionazy  diatricta  where  they' 
could  convenient^  meet,  and  have  tfieir  chansee  and  appointments  made,  with-  ' 
out  the  delay  of  a  month  or  two.  He  hoped  this  proposition,  emanatnig  fixvm 
the  Miaaionary  Committee,  would  prevail,  aa  he  believed  it  wonld  relieve  the 
Inshopa  of  many  of  their  difficultiea. 

Biuiop  Soule  desired  to  aay,  in  regard  to  this  matter,  which  waa  one  of  no 
ordinary  importance,  that  he  preaum^  eveiv  brother  in  the  conference  had  read 
with  care  the  reasons  which  me  auperintonaenta  offer  to  the  General  Conferenoe 
for  forming  a  Qerman  miasionaiy  conference.  He  also  presumed  that  aeveral 
of  the  brethren  had  heard  enumerated,  in  substance,  the  difficulties  growing 
out  of  the  present  state  of  thmgs,  in  regaid  to  the  German  missions.  He  did 
not  recollect  that  a  single  reason  was  onered  for  creatmg  a  German  missionary 
conference  which  did  not  strictly  apply  in  the  present  case. 

Mr.  Prake  observed,  that  the  committee  who  had  this  subject  under  consi* 
deration  intended  this  as  a  plan  for  the  German  conference  of  the  episcopacy. 
There  were  varioua  opinions  with  reference  to  the  formation  of  a  German  con- 
ference of  this  character.  Some  thought  it  would  remove  the  German  brethren 
too  far  from  ua.  The  suggestion  was  intended  to  meet  the  difficulties  foreseen, 
and  to  preserve  a  union  with  tiie  conference.  One  brother  asked  what  p^eo- 
tion  could  be  urged  against  the  German  Union  diatrict  In  the  Miaaiaaippi  Con- 
ference there  ia  a  German  brother  on  trial.  He  had  been  converted  but  a  short 
time,  and  was  labouring  su^cesafnlly  in  New-Orleans ;  and  though  fiill  of  zeal, 
he  was  unacquainted  with  Methodiam ;  and  no  brother  was  prepared  to  instruct 
him,  from  the  iaot  that  no  one  was  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  German  laa- 
guage.  It  would  be  a  great  point  gained  if  some  orother  could  viah  him  quar- 
terly, and  examine  him  on  theology,  and  report  to  the  conference.  Thia  waa  not 
a  aolitary  caae;  the  aame,  doubtteaa,  would  apply  to  oUier  conferences.  Per* 
haps  in  a  great  majority  of  cases  the  same  conferences  would  have  the  whole 
subject  in  charge  irrespectively,  and  it  might  be  neceasary  to  place  these  two 
missions  together.  Though  there  might  not  be  enough  in  this  field  of  labour 
to  occupy  tne  preaidiuff  elder  constantly,  yet  he  might  have  his  time  frilly  ooci^ 
pied  in  aeeking  out  other  fields  of  labour.  It  was  ver^  important  that  aged  and 
experienced  German  brethren  ahould  engage  in  vanons  points  in  the  wotk. 
The  committee  aaw  no  other  way  than  to  have  Gennan  diatricta  formed,  so  m 
to  have  them  regularly  visited  by  the  presiding  elders. 

Mr.  Kavanaugn  thought  that  this  ahould  be  done  irrespective  of  oonferano* 
boundaries.  In  the  very  nature  of  the  case  it  must  he  ao,  and  the  confereoott 
boundariea  might  atand  clear  and  defined,  and  theae  diatricta  wonld  not  interfere 
with  them  in  any  aense  whatever.  Already  our  German  miaaioiA  are  apread  over 
the  aame  ground  that  our  atationa  and  cireufes  occupy.  The  altention  was  intended 
to  meet  the  convenience  of  the  episcopacy— to  enable  them  to  meet  the  conferenoe 
without  interchangea  from  one  to  another  conference,  when  held  at  a  ffreatdirtanoe 
of  place  and  time  fit)m  each  other.  And  I  think  there  is  nothing  in  uie  subjeot  of 
boundaries  which  ahould  interfere  with  the  question  before  ua  at  all. 

Dr.  Luckey  waa  in  fevour  of  having  such  a  plan  aa  could  be  agreed  upon  with- 
out conflicting  with  the  eatabliahed  ralea  of  the  Chureh«  He  could  not  conceivo 
that  this  act  itaelf  would  neutralize  what  ia  understood  bj  the  adoption  of  confer- 
ence lines.  It  waa,  however,  a  question  purely  of  jurisdiction,  and  nnleea  the  reao- 
lutiona,  if  adopted,  be  referred  to  tiie  Committee  on  Boundaries,  to  be  ao  modified 
in  phraaeoiogy  aa  not  to  conflict  with  the  question  of  juriadietion,  it  would  lead  to 
difficulties. 

Mr.  Kavanangh  wished  to  aay,  in  exi>lanation,  that  each  miasion  ahould  belong 
tp  the  district,  and  be  under  tiie  aupervision  of  the  conference  to  which  the  pre- 
siding elder  was  attached. 

Dr,  Luckey  would  aay  in  regard  to  the  remaik  of  the  brother,  that  the  action  of 
this  oonference  would  superaede  the  boundaries.  The  question  of  jurisdiction,  with 
leapect  to  preachers,  ia  limited  to  the  boundaries.    Tne  difficulty  in  the  matter 
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was,  tliat  fhere  weKe  two  equally  authoritative  resolutions  wldcli  seem  to  < 
He  cOBoeived  that  these  might  be  reooncUed  if  the  subject  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries,  and  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  be  regulated  bj 
the  report  of  that  committee.  He  believed  German  missions  were  not  deemed  foreign 
Busions*.  If  a  German  missionazr  became  superannuated  his  support  would  ^ 
on  the  conference  to  which  he  belonged,  and  all  the  burden  of  supporting  Boper- 
amiuated  preacheis,  wives,  widows,  and  orphans,  would  faU  upon  the  indiriaaal 
oenference. 

Dr.  Winans  considered  this  a  great  question.  He  bad  come  to  this  ocmdusioD 
slowly  and  inteUiaibly.  The  rei>ort  of  the  committee  on  this  point  was  of  vast 
importance,  and  deserved  the  serious  attention  of  the  General  Conference.  They 
did  not  wish  an  act  performed  which  should  contravene  the  action  of  the  GenenJ 
Conference  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Bocmdaries.  The  Committee  on 
Boundaries  must  oonmnn  thieir  report  to  the  action  of  the  General  Conference,  or 
the  General  Conference  will  do  it  fer  them  when  their  report  comes  in.  That  thu 
measure  is  important  (said  Dr.  W.)  will  appear  from  a  simple  statement  of  fecta.- 
I  have  in  the  district  over  which  you  have  placed  me,  a  Gennan  mission,  canskt* 
ing  of  preacherB  and  members,  who  are  able  to  understand  but  very  few  words  of 
the  English  language.  I  proceed  in  the  exercises  of  the  conference.  They  do  not 
understand  me  nor  I  them.  How  are  we  to  co-operate  in  the  management  cff  impofw 
tant  business?  I  am  expected  to  administer  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper. 
Preachers  associated  with  me  around  the  altar,  members  who  come  to  partake  of 
the  ho^  saoramemt,  under  my  administration,  do  not  understand  the  language  in 
which  the  service  is  performed.  Other  reasons  have  been  given  why  the  German 
mission  ahcmld  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  those  who  understand  the  lan- 
guage, and  are  informed  with  regard  to  Methodism.  We  need  an  arrangement  of 
tins  Kind,  and  must  have  it,  or  the  cause  of  German  missions  will  suffer  gready. 
The  brethren  from  Ohio  and  Indiana  call  for  thb  position,  where  circumstances  ars 
more  favourable.  Why,  then,  is  it  not  needed  in  places  which  are  leas  favonraUe  f 
£ir,  I  do  hope  that  the  bishops  will  be  anthonzed  to  appoint  the  districts  and 
presiding  elders,  as  called  for  by  the  report.  • 

Mr.  Cheen  remarked  that  there  would  be  another  advantage  growing  oot  of  the 
organization  of  districts  whioh  had  not  been  mentioned.  Younf  men  newly  con* 
verted,  sod  just  about  to  preach,  are  emplo}red  as  missionaries ;  raey  are  not  of  age. 
They  wanted  ordained  men  to  visit  the  missions  and  admimster  tne  ordinances'— 
dMse  who  understood  the  Gennan  language.  For  want  of  this  they  would  compel 
ih0  conferenoe  to  ordain  young  men  before  they  had  served  out  their  tenn  of  ] 
batimi.  It  is  cortmnly  important  to  tiie  German  missions  to  have  German  j 
elders  as  wdl  as  German  missionaries. 

The  resolution  was  aaain  read,  and  adopted. 

Dr.  Banp  called  for  tne  reading  of  a  communication  from  Mr.  Nast  He  doubled 
whether  toe  conference  could  duly  appreciate  the  resolution,  or  estimate  the 
motives  whieh  led  the  oomndttee  to  propose  it^  without  hearing  that  commu- 


lir.  J.  T.  Peck  was  opposed  to  the  reading  of  this  communicatian.  It  was  very 
kog,  and  the  substance  of  the  whole  matter  was  the  various  reasons  why  Mr.  Nast 
flfaonld  go  to  Gennpmy. 

Mr.  Collins  observed,  that  the  document  viras  put  into  his  hands  as  the  secretary 
of  the  committee,  and  was  not  with  him  at  the  tune ;  he  could  soon  procure  it,  how- 
over.  Brother  Nasi  came  to  this  country  a  German  rationalist  H^had  since  bees 
converted  to  God,  and  had  become  a  successfhl  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  Hislaboun 
had  bnea  greatly  blessed.  Considerable  mfluenoe  had  already  been  exerted  in  Ger^ 
many  by  hispulNieations,  and  other  means.  This  visit  ought,  therefore,  to  be  held  as  a 
most  auspicious  event  To  send  such  a  brother  to  spew  to  his  own  ooantrymen* 
in  his  own  land,  in  his  native  tongue,  could  not  foil  to  have  a  most  powerful  influ- 
ence there.  He  also  intended  to  translate  several  of  our  publications,  and  nvn 
them  a  circulation  in  Germany.  He  (the  speaker)  would  look  upon  it  withpecnfiar 
pleasure,  should  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  send  to  that  countiy  an  evangelical 
man  to  kindle  once  more  the  fires  of  evanaelical  piety  and  vital  ^Ixness  m  the 
land  of  the  immortal  Lather.  It  would  douBtless  have  an  important  reflex  inflnenen 
upon  this  country. 

Bishop  Souls  presumed  that  a  good  deal  more  time  had  been  spent  in  diamisshig 
thn  question  whether  the  oommnnication  should  be  read,  than  wtmld  be  raqoirea 
for  reading  it 
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^*  <9Aen  WW  fonrr  to  aee  so  macb  oppoaitKiQ  tD  tbe  i .„. 

Dr.  ElHott  believed  much  time  woold  be  nved  b^  reading  it/  as  be  inteDded  to 
•qwak  longer  than  tbe  time  required  to  prooare  it,  it  it  were  not  read. 

Tbe  reoolutioa  to  read  waa  adopted,  and  the  ooundantun  ef  tbe  report  waa 
nxspeuded  until  the  document  oould  be  obtained* 

When  Mr.  CoUiua  returned  wi(h  Mr.  Naat*s  oommunieation,  it  waa  read  hj  the 
aecretazy. 

It  stated,  as  reasons  on  which  Mr.  Nast  grounded  his  enieotations  of  nsefolness 
in  his  own  oountry>  that  a  work  had  recently  been  published  in  Germany  ridicn- 
ling  the  Methodists ;  yet  acknowledgiiig  that  if  some  measures  were  not  taken  fer 
then:  suppression,  they  would  soon  ovemm  the  whole  conntzy.  This  woik  had 
attracted  a  great  deal  of  notice  in  Germany,  and  a  good  reply  to  it  would  be  of 
immense  service,  and  was  imperatively  called  far*  Such  a  reply  Mr.  Naat  propcwBd 
to  publish  in  the  German  language,  embodying  Bev.  Dr.  Dixon's  Sermon  on  the 
-Ongiu,  FosiUoo,  &c.,  of  Methodism;  the  Rav.  Dr.  Jackson's  (late  editor  of  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Magazine,  &c.,  £ngland)  Letter  to  Dr.  Fusey,  with  other  kin- 
dred works,  which  be  felt  assured  would  meet  with  a  large  aaJe,  attract  great 
Attention^  and  operate  as  an  antidote  to  the  wort:  refisned  to. 

The  commnmcation  further  spoke  of  the  neverand  gendeman'a  having  tnaslatod 
into  the  German  language,  with  such  altemtiooa  as  the  customs  of  the  conntiy  ren- 
dered expedient,  several  vahiable  evangelical  woika  of  American  and  fi^ghah 
Methodisticail  authors.  He  proposed  a  visit  to  his  native  land  in  his  editorial  capa- 
city, in  which  he  contemplated  a  great  sphere  of  usefulness  to  his  countrymen,  in 
•opposing  the  pernicious  aoctrines  of  rationalisni,  in  combating,  the  encroachmenta 
<n  Popish  and  Jesuitical  doctrines,  and  in  opening  a  friendly  mtaroourse  and  cor- 
respondence with  the  leading  influential  minds  among  the  evangelical  portions  of 
that  interesting  community,  through  the  means  ot  hia  own  peraonal  relatives  and 
friends. 

The  remainder  of  the  communication,  which  waa  of  a  modest  and  becoming  cha^ 
xacter,  had  reference  to  the  private  arrangements  neoossaiy  for  the  propoaed  viait. 

Mr.  Sehon  said,  if  he  thought  the  report  waa  not  gomg  to  be  adopted,  he  abould 
£»el  a  desire  to  say  something  on  the  subject ;  and  even  though  it  should  be  adopt- 
ed, he  wished  to  offer  a  few  observations  on  the  subject,  and  that  as  the  result  of 
the  conversadons  he  had  held  with  brother  Nast,  and  from  the  regard  and  fnend- 
abip  which  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  him  had  awakened  tewud  him.  From 
aucn  considerations  he  would  second  the  motion  for  its  adoption,  and  urge  the 
^granting  of  the  request  of  the  petition  whidi  had  been  so  ananimooaly  reoom- 
inended  by  the  Committee  on  ^fissions.  He  was  disposed  to  look  on  the  Gefmab 
mission  as,  at  least,  one  of  the  most  important  missions  ever  eatabbahed  in  the 
world.  ^  Whether  they  looked  at  the  subject  in  a  political  or  religious  view,  tfaia 
conviction  would  be  increased.  In  the  city  of  New-Yodk  there  were  between  forMr 
and  fifw  thousand  resident  Germans.  In  Cincinnati  there  were  fifteen  thovaand, 
and  in  St.  Louis  and  New-Orleans  in  proportion.  The  strongeat  efforts  of  a  fbreifli 
Jesuitical  power— he  (Mr.  S.)  spoke  advisedly  and  imderstandjngly  when  he  made 
the  assertion — were  being  directed  to  the  establishment  of  a  Cnnich  among  this 
people ;  and  this  afibided  abundant  reason  for  their  doing  all  in  their  power  to  foi^ 
ward  this  enterprise. 

And  courtesy,  kindness,  and  friendship— points  which  he  aoknowTedaed  were 
not  pleaded  in  the  letter,  and  which  should  not,  alone  and  unanpporteo,  govern 
this  assembly,  but  which,  in  connection  with  the  facts,  might  here  be  very  pre- 
perly  introduced — ought  to  induce  them  to  gnnt  this  request.  Brother  Nast  bad 
laboured  ten  years  among  them,  a  stranger  from  hb  hoine  and  his  country.  He 
had  come  here  an  infidel,  and  had  been  converted  by  the  power  of  God,  and  the 
aaving  truth  of  tbe  Goap^.  He  came  and  offered  hia  aervioea  to  tiie  Okb  Confei»- 
ence  when  they  had  not  a  single  Gennan  missiaaaiy.  That  confiDrenoe  sent  bias 
out  with  his  Bible  and  saddle%ags,  a  Methadiat  preacher's  portion,  and  he  came 
back  and  brought  theu^  forty  converts!  From  that  time  to  thia  tfaia  number  baa 
increased,  untu  now  they  have  three  thousand  membeta^  and  the  itately  tree  waa 
ajNTeodin^  its  branches  on  every  hand.  And  now  he  aaked  aa  a  favour  that  he 
might  visit  the  land  of  his  fiitbers,  in  the  firm  hope  and  beUef  that  he  could  be  iiae» 
fol  there,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Ina  frwnda,  who  were  among  tiie  moat 
respectable  and  influential  in  the  German  eonfedarapy,  hia  own  heart  being  iin- 
pressed  with  a  strong  desire  to  bear  testimony  among  ms  brethren  to  the  graee  v»i 
truth  of  our  Lord  Jeans  Christ    Without  further  detafaiing  them,  he  hoped  they 
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woiidd  grao^  tiie  reqaeet  of  this  amittble,  learned,  and  ChxirtiaA:  man,  n^  Irt  thai' 
beat  ivfibaa  and  pmjen  go  vrith  Irim. 

Dr.  Capen  aaw  bat  the  one  difiioil^  he  had  already  named,  and  which  was  sdD 
.preaent  to  his  mind.  Mr,  Mast's  visit  to  Geimaiiy  seemed  to  him  Tery  desirable.^ 
He  supposed  the  expense  would  be  aboat  $500"^  besides  1300  to -the  missiaaBcy 
who  muht  supply  his  plaae;  and  they  could,  rather  than  their  brother  should  not 
widertake  this  mxportant  mission,  raise  it  by  subscription. 

Mr.  Haniline  said  there  were  some  points  of  resemblance  between  the  ^rosent 
application  and  Mr.  Asbory's  first  visit  to  thiS'  eountry,  though  in  some  pomts  tfasr 
paraUel  did  wot  hold.    The  object  bf  brother  Kast  was  different^  fte^ 

Dr,  Duibiir  iMy  I  intend  to  vote  Ibr  the  lesohition  for  several  reascras  alraadv 
assignedr  but  nunnly  for  a  nason  that  has  so  tar  beett  only  briefly  suggested.  It 
was  my  good  fiartone,  in  the  fidl  of  1843,  to  visit  Cfermany,  and  to  spemTsome  timp 
in  BerUn,  but  above  all  a  littbe  time  at  HaUe,  with  Dr.  Tholoeh,  the  friend  of  Or. 
Heoffstenberg,  wbo  coiqointly  pubHsk  the  most  evangelical  joianal  in  Qennany .  I 
satisfied  n^rself;  by  repeated  conversations  with  good  and  true  meju  in  that  countty , 
that  there  tt  a  n^idmBtminff  spirit  of  religion  among  all  the  Lutheran  and  Cu- 
vinian  churches  m  Germany,  (and  especially  in  Prassia,)  and  also  an  increase  of 
•ound  religknis  litentoM  and  of  truly  converted  men,  while  the  ratsonalfsm  ef  the 
last  inty  yean  is  giving  way.  And  &e  object  I  have  in  view  is  to  establish  a 
communication  between  that  evangdieal  party  and  the  M.  E.  Chmeh  of  the  United 
fltates,  and  eiqpecially  that  part  which  we  call  our  German  mission.  And  I  am  well 
*  satisfied  that  the  iofluenoe  of  Mr.  Nast's  visit  to  Geraoany  will  mcrease  the  eircu- 
lation  of  the  "  Apologist,"  so  as  to  cover  all  his  expenses.  In  addition  to  that,  it 
-would  open  -a  cofiespondence  with  such  men  as  Xin.  Tholuck  and  Hengstenbeig 
and  theor  associates,  whose  inq^iiries  respecting  Ameriea  were  eager  and  numerous. 
They  want  to  know  more  about  ua  than  any  other  part  of  the  worid*  The  pnbfi- 
cation  of  Dr.  Baird's  book  on  religion  wiQ  mcrease  that  disposition,  so  that,  when 
brother  Nast  retmns,  ha  wiH  have  established  a  corresponaence  widi  those  wkv 
as  contributors,  will  make  the  **  Apologist''  an  mvaluabk  paper.  I,  therefore,  pre- 
sent these  views  as  induoemants  to  brother  Nast's  vimt  to  Gerasany. 

Allow  me  to  add,  that  by  some  means,  and  I  think  wisely,  the  evanjrelical  Vtartf 
in  Gennany,  in  all  the  churches^  meet  on  one  oommon  platform,  ana  are  or  one 
heart,  and  mind,  and  feeling,  witfi  what  they  understand  to  be  the  truly  religious 
peo|Ae  of  Amerioa,  sad  woiud  establish  an  intercommunication  between  the  **  Apo- 
logist," and  ^spetn  in  Germsny,  which  would  keep  us  well  informed  of  the  pro- 
mss  of  rdJigvn  there.  This  would  be  a  great  barrier  to  the  rising  floods  of  Popery 
nat  are  now  returning  over  Europe.  To  show  you,  sir,  for  a  moment  the  interest 
taken  hi  this  matter  by  the  fiienas  of  evangelical  piej^f  I  will  just  state,  that,  cm 
airiving  in  HaQe  in  the  sAamoon,  I  sent  a  note  to  Dr.  Tlioluck,  requesting  an  inter- 
.view*  In  re^,.  he  said,  that  at  4  o'clock  he  was  accustomed  to  walk  in  the  mea- 
dows near  the  oity,  where  he  ashed  me  to  join  him.  I  did  so^  and  spent  two  hourv 
in  listening  to  llie  wann,  ferrid,  fiuthfbl,  and  powerftil  exhibition  of  that  great  and 
good  num of  the  ra^vinff^ state  of  religioB  in  Germany.  ** Sir,"  said  he,  ''when  I 
eame  hen  I  could  not  md  ten  evangelioal  ministeri.  Two  we^s  ago  we  had  a 
small  ocmfeienee^  and  there  wero  one  hundred  proaent"  Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  esta- 
blish a  permanent  commimicatiop.  with  this  party  in  Ctermany,  such  as  will  direet 
the  Gennaa  when  he  leeivca  Ms  native  home  and  they  leave  their  homes  there  by 
'riUagea-^mt  beiag  able  t»  enjoy  their  liberhr,  they  strike  their  tents  by  villages, 
end  seek  refuge  on  our  shoras,--HBnd  the  Apologist  will  be  sent  back  to  Germaxiy, 
and  the  oon«spondenee  will  be  kept  up;  so  that,  when  the  German  lands  here,  he 
will  think  of  Ciaoamali^  and  llie  **  Ajxdoffisf  will  be  a  light  to  his  steps,  to  guide 
Umtoahomeb  Andastikeoircnlationof  the  paper  wiD  be  thus  increased,  I  think 
tha  expenses  of  brother  Nast%  visit  ought  to  be  charged  to  the  editorial  department, 
nnd  any  defidenMr  made  up  br  the  Book  Conoem. 

After  oonaiderable  fiirther  discttssion,  the  reaahitiDB  was  adopted ;  and  as  Bfr. 
Nasfs  viast  was  of  sn  editorial  character,  and  had  for  its  ollject  the  openinff  up  of 
new  chamwis  of  eorrespondnaoe  for  the  publieaticms  of  the  conttectron--4Dr  the  con- 
forenoe,  alike  unwilling  to  not  in  defiance  of  die  law  of  the  German  nation,  or  t» 
appear  to  treneh  vipan  the  mission  givund  of  their  English  Wedeyan  biethren, 
wiOTdd  not  send  him  as  a  missionary— it  was  finally  reaolved  that  the  Cindnnatt 
Book  Concern  cbDold  dafiny  the  expenses  of  the  visit,  as  well  m  of  bro^MT  Naafa 
'  f  uurmg  his  absence. 
.  BiUikigs  oficrad  the  foUewmg  rasolntMD  ^— 
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0%  granting  Books  to  CoUeget  anid  Sendnariet, 

Mr.  BiUiiiffi  offered  the  foUowing  resolatioii  :— 

"  That  die  book  agento  at  New-York  be,  and  they  are  hereby  aathonzed  to  fOwe 
to  each  college  and  aemiaazy  under  oar  control  a  copy  of  every  book  pabliuied 
at  oQr  Book  Boom.'* 

A  member  stated  that  the  committee  had  a  resolution  from  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 
VmeaitY,  asking  for  a  copy  of  all  our  books  for  that  institution.  '  The  same  re- 
quest had  also  been  made  in  oehalf  of  all  the  editorial  departments  of  our  Church* 

Mr.  Winner  moved  an  amendment  that  we  add  **  every  regular  itinersnt  Me- 
thodist preacher  also.'* 

A  motian  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was  lost. 

Mr.  Winner  believed  that  the  preachers  had  as  good  a  right  to  those  books  at 
colleges.  J£  any  good  reason  coold  be  shown  why  our  institutions  of  learning 
thould  receive  tne  gpntuity  provided  for  in  the  resolution,  equally  good  and  even 
&r  better  reasons  could  m  fiiven  why  every  itinerant  Methodist  minister  should 
ei\)oy  and  receive  the  same  oenefit.  He  vras  fully  convinced  of  the  entire  ri§^ 
eoosness  and  truth  of  this  senthnent,  and  cocdd  not  but  suppose  that  it  would 
receive  a  hearhr  response  from  the  mi^rity  of  the  confejrence,  let  the  question 
meet  them  in  woat^ver  lisht  it  might,  while  me  principle  was  retained.  A  motion 
of  this  kind  was  presentea  at  the  Ueneral  Conference  m  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and 
whatever  was  the  particular  nature  of  it,  it  then  prevailed.  Some  of  our  coUe^ 
were  furnished  wito  these  books  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  the  circumstanoe 
had  left  a  dissatisfiiction  on  the  minds  of  many  men,  well  wishers  to  the  semma* 
ries  and  to  the  Book  Concern.  Did  that  conference  refer  to  its  institutions  of 
learning  for  its  parentage  and  rearing  ?  Was  it  a  child  of  those  institutions,  tiiat  as 
a  child  It  shoulu  turn  round  and  minister  peculiarly  and  exclusively  to  them  T  No, 
those  gray-headed  itinerant  ministers  who  had  worn  away  their  years  in  traversing 
mountains  far  and  near  were  the  originators  of  that  enterprise.  These  books,  in 
some  sense,  were  theirs ;  and  tiieir  consent  could  not  be  obtained  to  appropriate  so 
hnmense  an  amount  of  books  to  those  institutions  gratuitously.  They  would  insist 
that  their  necessities  for  these  books  were  as  great  as  the  necessities  of  those 
» institutions.  They  objected  to  this  ^xclusiveness  in  the  objects  of  their  charities. 
He  hoped,  if  the  resolution  prevailed,  the  amendment  mignt  be  appended  to  it. 
Though  he  had  no  expectation  of  obtaining  a  book,  he  had  a  strong  and  fixed 
determination  to  oppose  the  resolution,  as  it  originally  stood,  to  the  lost 

Dr.  Bangs  renuurked,  that  if  he  thought  tiie  whole  subject  would  be  laid  on  the 
table,  he  would  be  content  to  sit  down  and  say  nothing.  He  doubted  very  much 
whetiier  the  chnference  had  the  power  to  adopt  the  amendment,  and  he  had 
similar  doubts  in  resjpect  to  the  original  resolution.  The  olgect/of  the  Book 
Concern  was  exprossW  stated  when  it  was  established.  It  was,  first,  to  circulate 
sound  knowledge  and  religious  information;  and  2dlj,  the  profits  arising  there- 
from to  be  appropriated  to  the  support  of  widows  azui  orphuis.  Let  this  resolu- 
tion prevail,  and  see  how  it  wiU  imect  your  funds.  Now  there  are  about  four 
thousand  travellizijg^  preachers.  If  the  Book  Concern  were  to  give  a  copy  of  every 
one  of  tiieir  pubhcadoos  to  each  of  these  preachers  it  would  soon  eat  up  the  Con- 
cern. Are  we  af  Uhertjr  to  take  these  hundreds  iji  thousands  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  suffering  poor,  and  appropriate  the  amount  to  ourselves?  He  hoped  not 
With  this  doubt  he  would  be  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  vote  against  the 
amendment  and  resolutioiL  He  trusted  we  should  never  be  selfish  enough  to  put 
our  hands  to  that  fund,  and  appropriate  it  to  our  individual  purposes. 

Mr.  Early  said  the  object  of  the  rider  was  to  run  the  horse  dpvm.  On  the 
nme  principle  members  of  Congress  had  introduced  not  onbr  knives,  pens,  paper, 
&c.,  but  guns,  and  whatever  they  thought  proper.  It  was  mst  proposed  that  the 
stationary  should  be  provided  for;  ana  unaer  that  provision  they  procured  what- 
ever they  pleased.  Were  this  General  Conference  to  pass  this  resolntion,  w^en 
its  members  eet  home,  and  are  called  to  account,  what  answer  can  they  give  f  As 
u>  the  right  of  the  General  Conference  to  furnish  the  colleges  with  a  copy  of  each 
work,  according  to  the  explanation  of  Dr.  Bangs,  the  speaker  had  no  doubt  If 
the  design  is  to  impart  knowledge,  where,  he  asked,  can  that  knowledge  be  more 
.happily  miparted  than  in  our  literary  institutions,  made  up  not  only  of  young  mea 
from  oar  own  persuasion,  but  of  tnose  who  would  never  see  our  books,  except 
m  our  institutions.  He  begged  to  be  understood,  that  he  voted  against  the  rider, 
'  On  motion  the  amendment  and  resolation  were  laid  on  the  table. 
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Sahbaik  SchooU  cmd  Voluntary  AuocUtUom. 

Dr.  Simpflon  offered  tlie  following  reflation : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  sabbath  schools  be  instracted  to  iiKjnire  fti  t9 
&e  expediency  of  this  conference  electmg  a  board  of  directors  to  sapermtend  tfav 
general  interests  of  sabbath  schools  in  our  Choreh :  and  diat  the  committee  fbrthttr 
consider  the  propriety  of  withdrawing  &om  all  connection  with  Tolnntary  asaodfr^ 
tions  on  this  snliject'^ 

Mr.  Sandford  opposed  the  resolution.  There  was  at  present  a  Sonday-Scliool 
Union  orsanized  by  this  General  Conference,  having  a  constitution  wUch  this  con- 
ference nad  approved.  If  this  General  Conference  was  dissatisfied  with  the 
organization  of  the  General  Union,  he  believed  thi^  might  very  properly  ttki& 
measnres  to  separate  it  from  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Chorch.  But 
while  this  conference  recognized  the  existence  of  sach  an  association,  it  appcAred 
to  him  veiy  improper  to  ta^e  intp  consideration  the  propriety  of  organizing 
anothch*,  separate  from  that  which  already  existed.  He  coald  not  therefore  votv 
for  such  a  i^esolution:  if  any  thmff  was  to  be  done,  they  must  commence  by 
undoing  what  they  had  done  alreac^ ;  when  ihey  had  done  this,  they  might  form 
another  organization  if  it  suited  them  better. 

Dr.  Simpson  observed,  that  the  very  object  he  had  in  view  was  to  take  int9 
consideration  the  propriety  of  wi^drawing  from  the  Union. 

Dr.  Bfmgs  agreed  in  a  very  material  point  with  his  brother  from  New-ToA. 
There  was  a  very  great  mistake  in  regard  to  this  idea  of  voluntaij  association* 
Three  or  four,  or  more  or  less  individuals  combined  in  the  hope  or  doing  good. 
They  formed  their  plans  and  presented  them  to  the  General  Conference,  who* 
approving  of  those  plans,  aathorize  and  adopt  them.  Was  not  that  a  Church 
institution  to  all  intents  and  purposes  f  What  was  the  Church  f  Was  it  not  a 
voluntary  association  altogether?  What  were  our  societies  in  this  conntiy  bat 
voluntary  associations?  Tliere  was  no  compulsion.  They  were  raised  up  under 
missionaries,  and  increased  and  enlarged  until  ^ev  became  Cfaurehes.  In  die 
same  point  of  light  he  looked  on  the  missionair  societies.  They  had  been  recog- 
nized by  the  General  Conference,  and  their  principles  of  action  hadbeen  adopted  and 
approved  of.  One  of  them  had  been  in  existence  for  tweniy-five  years,  and  are 
we  1LOW  to  rise^  up  and  say  we  will  cast  them  ofl*  and  repudiate  them  merehr 
.  because  they  originated  in  voluntary  associations  T  Or  is  it  the  desi^  to  cast  off 
the  lay  brethren?  Is  this  the  object?  and  can  we  live  or  stir  without  them? 
Ought  it  not  to  be  die  object  of  the  conference  to  accomplish  as  much  as  it  can  by 
tile  laity?  This  Sunday-School  Union  originated  a  number  of  years  ago.  Four 
years  ago  it  was  reoreimized,  and  presented  its  constitution  to  the  General  Con- 
ference. The  Generu  Conference  examined,  approved,  and  adopted  it.  And 
shall  we,  at  this  day,  even  insinuate  that  their  movements  are  offensive  to  us  ?  H0 
trusted  not ;  every  good  institution  existing  on  the  fSice  of  the  earth  origimied  in 
voluntary  associations,  and  no  good  institutions  can  exist  widiout  diem. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  appropriate  committee,  and  the  confereaoe 
adjounied. 

MONDAY,  MAY  20. 
Jtfr.  CeUiiu*  Retohiium  on  the  Cat  cf  BUh^  Andrew, 

Mr.  Collins  presented  the  following  preamble  and  resolution : — 

"  Whereas,  it  is  currently  reportcSl  and  generally  understood,  that  one  of  ihe 
bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church  has  become  connected  with  slavery ;  and  whereat, 
it  is  one  to  the  (general  Conference  to  have  a  proper  understamfing  of  the  matter: 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  E{>iscopacy  be  instructed  to  ascertain  die 
lacts  in  the  case,  and  report  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  this  body  to-momiw 
morninf.'* 

Bishop  Hedding  called  the  attention  of  the  conference  to  a  rale  hi  thehr  Disci- 

pline,  requiring  them  to  remember,  in  all  dieir  discussions,  that  die  eye  of  God 

was  upon  them,  and  he  hoped,  at  present  especially,  they  would  remember  this. 

}      Mr.  CoUins  said,  that  at  present  he  simply  offered  the  resolution  because  thfo 

;  was  a  matter  that  met  them  at  every  turn,  and  interfered  with  the  whole  of  th^ 

I  business.    He  approved,  and,  so  far  as  in  him  lay,  would  act  upon  the  obser  ratio— 

of  the  chair,  but  would  urge  the  immediate  report  of  the  oommittee. 

Bescdution  agreed  to. 
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CoMTse  of  Study  for  Ideentiaiet. 

Report  of  Committoe  on  a  Coone  of  Stady  fbr  Licentiates  was  read.  The  first 
section  provided  tfaata  ccuiae  of  study  sfaoold  be  prepared  for  exhorters,  and  for  their 
examination  therein,  before  grantinglioenBe  to  preach. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Pierce  wished  to  know  if  it  was  to  be  left  disoretitmarj  with,  or  oblifa- 
I017  upon,  the  aamal  oonierences  to  prescribe  the  coarse  of  stody  for  applicants  for 
HceBse. 

Mr.  Wiley  moved  an  araendmeot  that  it  be  made  obligatoiy  npon  &e  amraal  con- 
ferences to  prescribe  such  couTBe. 

-  Dr.  Pierce  believed  the  design  was  nndoabtodly  a  ^ood  one ;  bat  it  woold  be 
so  wholly  impracticable  in  his  portion  of  the  coantry  mat  the  j^robabiUties  were 
entirely  against  its  being  carried  oat  He  would  have  no  objection  if  it  should  be 
made  q^gatory,  but^wonld  object  to  cambering  the  Disciphne  with  ndes  and  r6- 
ffolations  which  coold  not  be  canied  out  ^he  whole  woaia  terminate  in  a  perfect 
BTce,  so  for  as  the  improvement  of  the  miaistiy  is  concerned.  He  wonla  move 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wiley-  wished  to  speak  to  the  main  point.  He  apprehended  Aat  there  were 
fbflSeiilties  mvoLyed  whieh  had  not  been  fbUr  considered.  IJhe  daties  which  be-  < 
longed  to  the  ministry  should  not  be  devolved  upon  ezhorter)^  God  had  made  aa 
order  in  the  Church,  that  he  that  is  ffiven  to  exhortation  should  exhort,  and  he  that  is 
given  to  ministerinK  should  wait  on  ms  ministry.  These  improvements,  which  were 
Ao  necessary  in  the  local  ministry,  might  not  be  applicable  to  ezhorters. 

Mr.  Martindale  believed  that  the  last  speaker  had  misapprehended  the  subject. 

Mr.  Ferguson  considersd  it  the  object  or  the  report  to  put  into  the  hands  of  tiaose 
0zharters  who  apply  for  license,  a  ooune  of  study  which  should  prepare  them  to  so 
forth  under  oircumstanoes  that  would  neither  dishonour  themselves  nor  the  Churcn. 

Mr.  Slicer  saw  objections  to  the  proposal.  As  soon  as  tiiis  rule Js  incorporated 
in  the  Discipline  an  mthnation  would  he  held  tut  to  every  exhonter  that  he  was  to 
beoome  a  preacher.  The  Scriptures  held  out  no  such  intimation.  Many  had  the 
ides  that  beoause  a  man  had  been  exhorting  two  or  three  years,  he  must  by  that 
time  be  aualified  to  preach  the  Gospel.  Many,  he  believed,  had  mistaken  their  call 
to  preach,  and  had  oeen  licensed;  but  when  licensed,  they  had  hardly  preached 
oyer  a  month.  Further,  the  plan  would  be  oppressingly  hard  on  poor  labouring 
men,  who  were  calculated  to  be  useful  in  their  appropriate  neighborhoods. 

Mr.  Martindale  believed  the  brother  out  of  cnder. 

Mr.  Slioer  would  show  that  he  was  speakinff  to  the  proposition  explicitly.  It 
would  be  oppressive  to  the  individual  to  exact  of  him,  before  ne  ^as  licensed,  atten- 
tkm  to  a  course  of  study,  with  the  idea  that  m  the  process  of  time  he  was  to  be  a 
preacher.  There  were  man^  in  the  M.  E.  Church  vvho  understood  the  Bible,  and 
inade  it  the  basis  of  their  enortations,  who,  if  they  were  catechised  with  reference 
to  their  knowledge  of  its  doctrines,  would  be  confounded.  If  they  were  to  be 
made  tsavdling  preachen,  tiiey  should  be  put  on  a  course  of  study  when  they  enter 
Ae  ministfy.  lie  believed  tiie  course  about  to  be  applied  here  would  have  ex 
eluded  John  Nelson,  and  a  multitude  of  other  honoured  preachers.  He  hoped 
yital  godliness  would  be  adhered  to,  and  if  a  man  who  worked  all  the  week  wiBUed 
to  euort  on  the  sabbath,  let  him  do  so,  without  demanding  of  hmi  a  preparatDzy 
oomrse  of  study. 

Dr.  Bangs  remaiked,  that  tiie  more  he  reflected  on  this  sul^ject,  the  more  difficulties 
h»  saw.  The  plan,  he  bt^eved,  could  not  be  adopted  safely.  He  would  therefore 
move  that  the  whole  subject  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Pedc  observed,  that  if  Dr.  Bangs  would  waive  his  motion,  he  wished  to 
make  a  few  observations.  They  ordinarily  licensed  persons  to  exhort  before  they 
ficensed  them  to  preach.  If  an  exhortar  is  not  subsequently  licensed  to  preach,  he 
would  ask  the  brother  who  made  the  ol^oction  whether  it  would  do  hhn  any  ii^jniy 
to  f^y  alittie  in  the  mean  time?  Was  there  any  danger  that  it  would  cool  the  aiv 
^onr  of  his  p)ety  T  The  ooulknunitv  would  be  foyoued  with  a  very  large  improyement 
if  exhorters  could  devote  more  of  their  time  to  study.  He  could  see  no  mfficulty  in 
mquirinff  tiiem,  before  being  licensed,  to  have  some  iateOigenoe  which  should  indi'^ 
oade  their  capadty  to  pieaoh.  He  would  not  hold  up  the  reins  to  halt  before  we  got 
io  sight  of  the  line,  if  intettigenee  were  an  antagonist  principle  to  piety,  then  the ' 
objection  would  be  somid ;  but  if  the  contrary,  then  let  tnem  adhere  to  increased  in- 
taUigence,  while  they  abo  adhered  to  undiminished  piety.  The  doctrine  that  "igno- 
►  is  the  nolhmr  of  devotmi''  bdmged  to  another  comaannien  than  tto  Metbo- 
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dist  The  time  was  coming  when  Methodut  preacben  would  be  held  to  a  itrictn 
aoconntahiHty  than  they  had  hitherte  heen  held.  The  IbnndatioiiA  moat  he  kdd 
broeder  and  deepez;  and  yoiuu^men  mnat  leam  to  tinnk  and  know  befinna  tberaa- 
eomed  to  tell  otaer  people  what  to  do.  If  joong  men  were  ugnrad  by  atD^,  it 
would  be  by  a  new  process  and  a  new  reaolt. 

Mr.  Bogers  felt  interested  in  the  sQooeas  of  ezhorten:  ^y  ahenld  be  ^naUfied 
for  the  work  to  which  they  profeas  to  be  called,  and  (or  which  they  asked  lioenae  al 
their  hands.  If  they  asked  license  for  exhortation,  and  there  was  a  course  of  stn^ 
prescribed  in  order  to  a  qualification  for  the  work*  did  it  fioUow  neoeamily  that  they 
were  te  be  preachers?  He  did  not  so  understand  it;  but  in  the  event  that  thaf 
ahould  finally  a|>ply  for  a  licence,  would  the  qualification  with  whidi  they  were  to- 
voured  by  the  course  of  study  pointed  out  be  against  the  application  ?  They  weva 
not  now  prepared  for  the  work  to  which  they  aspired.  They  mi^t  plough  all  the 
week,  or  do  anything  else,  and  be  prepared  for  ezhorters ;  but  whML  they  jqy[died 
for  license  would  the  qtiaUfication  enable  them  to  nieach  when  licenaed  ? 

Dr.  Bangs  folly  ai|preciated  and  highljr  approvea  of  the  motives  of  the  committee 
in  respect  to  acquiring  knowledge,  but  it  appeared  to -him  that  the  subject  had  not 
been  thoroughly  invd^tigated.  They  had  preachers  and  ezhorten  amon|f  the  In- 
dians, and  the  Airicmis,  the  slave  population,  and  the  free  coloured  population  of  oar 
country,  many  of  wllom  were  scanoely  able  to  read,  and  yet  they  meached  among 
their  own  people  to  very  great  profit.  If  ibieiy  adopted  the  proposed  leaohition  ihej 
would  cut  off  these  exhorters,  as  local  prea<;herB,  at  any  rate.  Was  this  a  wim 
course  7  He  believed  not.  .  No  provision  had  been  made  by  which  the  animal 
confernice  was  to  nresoribe  this  course.  It  appeared  to  him  that  the  repbrt  had 
not  been  thoroughly  digested,  and  he  very  much  doubted  whether  they  were  at 
present  prepared  to  adopt  it,  were  it  thoroughly  digested  and  brought  fiAward  in  a 
proper  manner.  He  would  therefore  renew  the  motion  to  lay  the  whcde  aabjeet  ca 
the  table.    The  motion  was  lost  ^ 

Mr.  Gere  saw  none  of  the  objectiona  which  had  been  urged  against  the  adoptioD  of 
the  report.'  If  the  ezhorteis  did  not  give  attention  to  reading  and  study  m  aoma 
good  degree  they  would  be  kept  back ;  if  they  should  read,  study,  and  make  iba- 
provement,  as  they  certainly  ouffht  to  do,  they  were  the  very  persona  that  ought  to 
become  preachers,  if  God  should  move  upon  their  hearts  and  olQ  them  to  the  work. 
What  forther  discussion  of  the  subject  was  needed?  If  that  General  Conferanoe 
could  spend  a  whole  week  on  the  subject,  to  what  result  would  they  come  other 
than  haid  been  suggested  f  He  firmly  believed,  that  every  man  was  under  a  mual 
obligation  to  acqune  all  the  useful  knowledge  possible. 

Dr.  Winans  opposed  the  proposal,  chiefly  because  it  waa  anti-methodistioal,  con 
trary  to  the  veiy  spirit  and  genius  of  Methodism,  firom  its  foundation  till  now.  Me* 
thodists,  both  in  England  and  in  this  oountrf,  had  been  licensed  to  preadi  whmu 
they  had  not  the  qualifications  now  contemplated.  He  believed  he  saould  hasaid 
very  little  in  saying  that  three-fourths  of  thoae  poesent  in  this  General  Conforonce  wen 
licensed  in  the  very  same  way.  He  believed  if  the  oo«tenq>lated  coune  had  horn 
ia  operatioD,  several  doctors  of  divinity  in  that  conference  would  never  have  ap- 
peared before  the  public.  He  hoped  ttiey  would  keep  their  wooden  ahoea  befon 
ttiem  in  memory  eft  the  past:  that  they  would  never Icn^  the  rock  &imi  whkli 
they  were  hewn,  and  the  hole  of  the  pit  whence  they  wero  digged.  Let  eveiy 
man  enter  the  ministry  whom  God  had  called  to  preach,  whether  he  oould  read 
or  not,  whether  he  had  attended  to  a  course  of  stndy  or  not.  ^ 
.  Mr.  Finley  moved  that  the  article  under  consideration  be  indefinite^  poatpoied. 

Mr.  Power  desired  to  make  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  Collins  observed  that  a  motion  for  an  indefinite  poatpooement  tfarowa  tin 
whole  subject  open  to  debate. 

Mr.  Power  said  that  was  the  view  which  he  should  take  of  it.  Admitting,  as  had 
previously  been  ureed,  that  some  conferences  would  have  difficulty  in  carrying  oat 
the  proposition,  he  believed  they  were  very  few ;  but  waa  there  any  eaterprise  v»> 
derteken  by  the  Church  which  was  not  attended  at  some  time  or  other  widi  mora 
or  less  difficulty  ?  Allusion  had  been  made  to  old-feshioned  Methodism.  This  waa 
rather  taking  advantage  of  the  subject.  Those  venerdble  brethren  who  laboorad 
aoccessfolly,  and  had  gone  to  their  reward,  were  called  to  act  under  circunistaneea 
for  di£B9rent  from  ours.  If  in  their  modes  of  operation  it  was  only  necessary  ia 
the  plainest  manzier  and  in  the  old^hicmed  style  to  present  the  tmusof  the  BiUe 
and  the  cwise  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  their  line  ot  da^  was  se  plain  that  their  labomtf 
SI  this  way  had  their  deairad  effect,  it  was  not  Oia^aae  now.    Emv  had  bean  modb 
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iid«BAvMttNMM,Mdiiad  transfomed  ilMlf  afanoet  into  aaaagelofliiHaiid 
aafsmad  to  nock  of  tmtfa  ui  tlioae  doctrine*  where  yhal  godlineii  wa<  cancerned, 
that  the  mode  of  pieacfamg  employed  in  the  day*  of  John  Wesley  would  not  be  ap- 
plioable  to  the  pnsant  camwimaneea.  it  leqvirad.a  man  who  not  onJ^  faiew  lui 
froaiQeaar  had  a  waisi  heart  and  a  dear  head,  but  who  waa  abo  acquainted  widi 
tiie  modificatioiM  of  error,  «ao  aa  to  draw  the  line  of  diathietion.  It  had  been  said 
that  this  waa  an  inzioTatvm  upcMi  old-frshioned  Methodtaaa.  He  befioTed  that  an 
akiiTidiial  who  had  not  the  power  to  acquire  the  iaiowledm  which  dw  oonferenoe 
]Mesoribedt  gsve  deoMxaatrntion  that  Qod  had  not  caUed  lum  to  the  work  of  the 
miniatiy.  ]f  he  had  the  capaoily  to  fit  himaelf  for  thaa  hi^  aad  holy  office,  and 
waa  mentally  *o  indolent  that  he  ^oold  not  aoqniiB  the  nBi|0]aHe  knowledge,  he^iv- 
ftited  the  claioif  and  showed  that  God  had  no  aseftr  him  m  the  work.  'Bvery  bro* 
ther  admitted  the  neceaaity  of  something  being  done.  Thia  he  considered  the  beat 
thittg  tet  cookL  be  done  by  the  General  GonreieBDe.  Ho  hoped  ihey  wonkl  allow 
this  to  be  tried,  and  if  it  did  not  work  weU  in  huk  years  ihey  wonld  hare  tiie  light 
of  ezperienee  to  inmrove  it 

Mr.  Griffith  woi^  aay  a  lew  worda,  thea|^  be  had  bean  aaperseded  in  mtt 
by  Dr.  Winans.  One  particular  point  appeared  to  have  been  entirelj  orerlooKed 
1^  dm  hrethren.  If  the^  wete  about  to  estabhah  a  Htevary  aad  theological  testes 
iiKlispeiisaUe  fk>  admisaion  imo  the  ministry  at  all,'  let  them  go  to  die  woric  lik» 
men,  and  lay  the  foondation  broad  and  deep,  and  detorraine  that  hereafter  no  matt 
ahould  be  permitted  to  pieach  in  dm  Methodist  Episoopal  Church  till  he  had  re^ 
ao  mnch  Latin  and  Greek,  and  stodiad  so  nmch  ueology.  This  waa  reTolntieiH 
iring  from  the  foundation.  But  let  them  not  depart  ilrom  the  ancient  uaagea  of 
the  Church,  or  from  the  principles  of  the  holy  Gospel  itself  on  this  oecasioo. 
Baoeive  men  who  presented  themsetres  with  clear  proof  that  God  had  called  them, 
and  by  a  thMongh  training  compel  them  to  become  woQ-inatniGted,  aUe  numaten. 
But  let  them  not  nndertake^to  aay  that  God  called  no  nan  to  preach  who  had  Bc»t 
aoch  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge.  The  great  Head  of  the  Chorph  alone  cooUl 
call  and  qualify  a  man  to  preach,  aad  all  their  bnsiaesa  waa  to  rtcum^  hia* 
credentials  and  give  credence  to  his  testimony.  When  they  had  ascertamed  dmt 
God  had  called  aim,  then  let  them  eatechiae  him  and  pmne  him,  aad  make  all 
they  could  of  him. 

Mr.  Perkins  said,  that  either  the  brethren  had  erred,  or  he  had  enred  in  nnderw 
T^rt^T^  them.  He  believed  each  oonferenoe  could  adopt  such  raJes  in  regard  to 
the  education  of  their  preachers  as  would  suit  their  respective  situations. 

Mr.  Finley,  after  several  uasuooessfiil  attempta,  jgsainedtiiefloar.  He  said  he  vraa 
glad  he  had  got  his  bag  at  the  hopper  at  last;  it  vras  net  a  large  grist  though, 
sod  would  soon  run  through.  He  had  been  at  a  losa  to  ascertain  en  which  side 
brethren  stood.  If  they  were  ibr  applying  these  rasointiona  to  the  ease  of  loorf 
preaohefa  aad  mit  to  the  caae  of  exhorters,  he  would  vote  with  them ;  but  dwre 
were  many  ezhortani  who  could  not  raad,  yet  coaLd  eshoit  with  the  power  of 
thunder  and  bghtaitti^  apd  through  their  exhortations  he  had  aeen  sinners  out  t» 
the  heart,  fiiU  on  their  knees,  pray,  and  get  oonrerted.    If  jneaiAem  were  not 


1fl:ely  to  be  uaefnl,  tha  qaartariy  meeting  confareaee  would  not  renew  IheAp 
liaeasea.  But  he  wonld  be-aony  to  diaoouiaga  exhottava  from  the  good  woik 
ihey  were  called  to  da 

Mr.  Cooper  believed  the  eauqaina&m  of  oanrlidates  should  be  more  ftonmgh  and 
ftitfafhL  He.  doobted  the  expediency  of  preacrtt)iag  the  ooone,  beoaase  it  would 
afieot  the  relations  between  uie  local  and  trarellmg  preachera.  Let  the  quaitsrly 
meeting  oonferenoe  prescribe  the  course  aad  detenune  the  qualifioations. 

Dr.  Capers  would,  as  mudi  as  any  man,  wish  to  inmrove.  the  ecthorters,  but  not 


St  so  great  an  expeaae  as  they  mnst  be  put  to  by  tfis  resofaitioiL  A  foundatioa 
principle,  winch  na  believed  to hacve  bemi  a  moat  vafaiableoBe  in  Metfaodiatt  fttmi 
the  beginning,  was  proposed  to  be  subverted  in  order  that  Ihey  might  Improve' 
the  exhoitera.  To  requhre  that  a  man  should  hare  passed  tfaiongh  a  prescribed 
oonrse  of  stadv  before  he  should  be  lioenaad  to  preach  waa  a  aaisehievous  aad 
andv  mnaethodiatiwii  priaoapla. 

Mr.  Early  waa  not  preparod  to  aay  that  he  woidd  omMae  aay  jdaa  that  mighr 
be  p^ented  there  to  rnqnove  local  preachers;  but  he  should  be  opposed  to  any 
plan  taldag  in  exhorters,  some  of  whom  had  been  ten,  or  fiftean,  or  even  twen^ 
yean-in  that  capaci^,  ilad  never  ooatempLated  a  fuither  step,  if  the  oomndttaa' 
woidd  briug  ia  such  a  plan  as  would  meet  the  wants  of  local  preachers,  and  de- 
vate  the  standard  of  tbat  body,  he  waild  go  for  it;  bat  he  daoknd  thaff»  hl» 
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imigadd  oppoBkion  to  anr  obnige  in,  or  addition  to^  tint  JAtciMta  tiwt  wv  not 
naJXj  needed.  He  was  alannea  li  the  load  of  propoaed  amendmenlB  to  die  Dii- 
dpline  that  laid  on  the  Preaident'a  taUe.  It  was  becogne  a  matter  of  seDanl 
UpprebeuBion  oat  of  doon  that  there  waa  in  that  canfnrenoe  a  prevailing  maaatin 
mction  with  the  eada^xa^  Diacipfine.  There  never  were  ao  many  proponiiaiia  of 
tfaia  nature  before.  He  waa  not  cuppoaed  to  ivipvo'veinaDt,  bnt  laere  waa  graaC 
danger  in  their  present  coorae.  Mea  would  soon  be  making  objections  to  sdb- 
scribing  to  oar  Discipline  &r  more  than  foor  yean,,  on  the  plea  that  it  was  changed 
evexy  leap  year.  He  implored  his  brethren,  young  and  aged,  to  abide  by  the  old 
landmarks,  to 
Metho4~ 
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pared  to  vote.    He  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  which  waa  agreed  to. 

The  section  in  xefiBreDce  to  the  coorse  of  stody  fin*  local  fraaohers  ^waa  tfaeo 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Martindale  said  that  the  committee  proposed  to  lescve  the  praseribing  of  th» 
aouTse  to  the  anniial  oonlerencesy  believing  that  the  ^arteily  oonfarenoea  woold 
votnndertake  the  duty. 

Dr.  Cap^n  oblectecC  ^  the  reason  that  this  embraced  the  verr  poiut  wiiicb 
he  had  before  tULen  serious  exceptions  to.  The  question  redoeed  itself  to  this, 
whether  the  Church  was  right  or  wrong  in  holding^  that  a  man  might  be  called  to 
preach,  and  licensed,  without  anv  fiuther  qualification  than  the  book  of  DtseipUae 
ceqttireid,  "  gifts,  grace,  and  uaerolnessJ'  The  moment  they  received  the  liceBse^ 
tfien  they  were  bound  by  the  DiscipHne,  to  which  they  submitted,,  to  stody  md 
labour  after  improvement.  He  moved  an  amendment,  to  the-  offset  that  thia 
couTM  of  study  and  examsnation  should  not  take  jdace  prior  to  their  being  lieenaed^ 
bnt  when  thejr  songht  to  renew  their  licenses,  or  were  recommeabded  to  travel* 

Dr.  Peck  said,  t&t  if  they  agreed  m  the  principle,  it  bad  better  be  leoommitled,. 
in  order  to  make  the  necessaiy  altsraticm. 

And  its  recommitment  was  moved.  Dr.  Capers  withdnwing  his  mmanAmMnt  §at 
diatpurpose. 

After  some  remarks  firam  Mr.  Fihoore  in  fiivonr,.  it  waa  racxmunittad. 

Presiding  Elden*  term,  of  Sertiee. 

Mr.  HongbtaUng  moved  to  take  np  again  the  second  report  of  the  Comwittae 
onBevisaL 

A  point  in  the  report  was  the  length  of  time  a  preaidiag  elder  shonldretain  his 
ofiioe,  and  foor  years  were  proposed  as  the  limit. 

Mr.  Wiley  moved  an  indennite-  postposiement.  He  had  no  interest  in  the  ma^ 
tor,  but  thought  the  bishops  ongfat  to  have  the  entire  disposal  of  it. 

Dr.  Capers  said,  the  subject  was  one  of  great  prastioal  importanoe,*thoagfa  it 
might  seem  otherwise  where  the  conferences  were  lar|[e,  and  the  senior  preadien 
numerous ;  but  in  msny  conferences  the  office  was  of  vital  importance,  and  diffioolt 
to  fiU.  In  such  cases,  just  when  the  bishop  had  proved  the  value  of  a  preaiding' 
alder,  behold  the  term  of  his  office  expires,  and  ttie  oakj  man,  perhaps,  nt  for  the 
office  could  not  be  ^potated.  He  thought  there  waa  a  disposition  prevalent  to 
over-legislato.  First,  it  attacked  the  quarterly,  then  the  ananal  oontorcnoea,  and 
HDW  the  donbt  applied  to  the  episcopacy,  vaoenble,  tried,  £nthful,  bdiy,  and  Just 
men,  and  imbued  witii  the  spint  of  knowledge,  and  wisdom,  and  grace,  aa  that 
eanferenoe  knew  them  to  be ;  and  althoagh  th^  travelled  over  parts  ot  tite  coonfery 
where  other,  memben  of  that  oottGarence  never  dreamed  cff  going,  yet  the  dcnbt 
mnst  now  be  raised  whether  they  were  able  to  judge  in  a  matter  that  waa  so 
directly  in  their  provinoe.  He  (Dr.  C.)  begged  to  be  allowed  to  confide  in  th» 
opisoopacy.  They  had  hitherto  done  ae,  and  not  a  whit  beyond  their  flMOts.,  la 
this  matter  he  haa  no  dehoaoy,  not  bemg  a  presiding  elder. 

Mr.  Early  made  acme  strong  remarks  on  the  subject  If  they  paned  that  reso* 
Intion  they  were  iiMrodooiBg  the  dangeeoua  principle  ^  rotation  in  office.  He 
besought  them  to  let  the  responsibility  rest  where  it  had  worioed  ao  weU;  tow^» 
np  at  the  threshold  of  these  innovatM>ns.  The  proposed  tax  on  exhorteta  waa 
oomparaElively  a  trifling  matter,  but  this  struck  at  tte  very  foundation  of  their 
institationa.  Let  them  come  back  to  the  old  landmarks'  to  that  beautifal  hooae 
which  Providence  had  raised  for  them  before  some  ofikem  wete  bom,  and  whicb 
distinguished  them  from  other  denominations,  and  not  attanmt  dwaa  extomk* 
ctoige^  <' for  them  wns  death  m  the  pot'' 
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Mr.  FbilBY  bopfld  he  slumld  naiver  five  to  see  the  day  when  l3bm  tnnenpte 
ttvolvod  in  that  reiofaitioii  would  be  proaented  on  the  floor  of  the  Genenl  Cohmv 
ettce.  It  was  not  the  old  mmended  resofaition  of  1824  and  1828,  bat  it  was  a 
>  cennan*oonnn  to  it,  so  pveoisel y  like  it,  that  an j  man  who  had  aeen  the  other  would 
Snow  thb  one.  Go  to  tome  of  the  weileni  oonfereocety  where  there  are  but  few 
men  of  age  and  ezperieooe.  and  t^  yoor  biahopa  they  shall  not  place  presiding 
eldan  over  a  district  more  than  foor  years,  and  yon  take  awsy  from  these  men  the 
nower  to  do  what  engfat  to  be  done  in  instice  to  the  Ghwoh  and  the  work  of 
God.  He  belieyed  those  men  they  had  elected  and  set  apart  for  this  great  wotk 
were  perfectly  competent  to  judge  whom  the^  could  best  confide  in.  He  ooold  not 
^ooneeive  how  any  man  coold  saperintend  mr^  stations  and  carcnits,  and  do  hia 
work  aa  a  presiding  elder.  In  his  yioinity  their  duties  were  ezeeediuf^y  arduous. 
A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  for  indefinite  postoonement  on  the  tajue  was  losS^ 
and  the  President  was  patting  the  motion  for  indefinite  poftponement  when  the 
boor  of  conference  expired. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  21. 
Bishop  Andrew^t  Case, 

'  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred  a  tiasotntkni,  sabmitted 
yesterday,  instructing  them  to  inonire  whether  any  one  ef  the  snpeiintendenta^  h 
connected  with  slaTery,  presentea  their  report  on  the  subject. 

The  committee  had  ascertained,  previous  to  the  reference  of  the  resofaition,  that 
Bishop  Andrew  ww  connected  with  slavery,  and  had  obtained  an  interview  with 
him  on  the  subject;  and  havii^  requested  him  to  stale  the  whole  laots  in  thd 
premises,  they  presented  a  written  communjeation  fimn  him  in  relation  to  thta 
matter,  and  asked  leave  to  offer  it  as  his  statement  and  ei^lanation  of  the  case. 
**  To  ike  Comndttse  on  Episcopacy. 

**  Dear  Brethren,-^In  reply  to  yoor  inouiiy,  I  submit  the  following  statement  of 
all  the  fectB  bearing  on  my  conaeotioa  with  slavery.  Seveml  years  ainee  an  old  lady, 
of  Auffosta,  Georeia,  bequeathed  to  me  a  mulatto  girl,  in  trust  that  I  should  take 
oare  of  her  until  she  should  be  nineteen  years  of  age  i  iJoatwith  4€r  «oiiJSfli#I  shonld 
then  send  her  to  Liberia;  and  that  in  case  of  her  refusal,  I  shoold  keep  her,  and 
make  her  as  free  as  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Georgia  would  permit.  When  the 
time  arrived,  she  refosed  to  go  to  Liberia,  and  of  her  own  choice  remains  legaUjf 
my  slave,  although  I  derive  no  peonniary  advant&se  from  her,  she  continaing  to 
live  in  her  own  house  on  my  lot}  and  has  been  ana  still  is  at  perfect  liber^  to  go 
to  a  fi^e  state  at  her  {deasare;  bat  the  laws  of  the  state  will  not  permit  her  emao* 
CBpation,  nor  admit  such  deed  of  emancipatioa  to  record,  and  she  reftises  to  leapre 
the  state.  In  her  case,  therefore,  I  have  been  made  a  slsvebolder  legally,  bii| 
not  with  my  ovm  conaemt 

"  Sdly.  Abontfive  years  since,  the  mother  of  myfonner  wife  left  to  her  danghler, 
not  to  me,  a  negro  b<^ ;  and  as  my  wHe  died  without  a  will  mora  than  two  years  * 
since,  by  the  laws  of  the  state  he  becomes  legally  my  property.  In  this  case,  a« 
in  the  former,  emancipotwn  is  impracticable  in  the  state;  bat  he  shall  be  at  libed^ 
to  leave  the  state  whenever  I  stall  be  satisfied  that  he  is  prepared  to  movide  te 
himself,  or  I  can  have  sufficient  security  that  be  will  be  protected  ana  provided 
for  in  the  place  to  which  he  may  go. 

*'  3dly.  In  the  month  of  January  last  I  married  m  prosent  wife,  she  being  g| 
the  time  possessed  of  slaves,  inherited  firom  her  foriner  hnsbaad'e  estate,  and 
b^onging  to  ibcr.  Shortly  after  my  manriage,  being  unwilling  to  become  iSttag 
owner,  regarding  them  as  strictly  hers,  and  me  law  not  peimitting  their  eman<d^ 
pation,  I  secorea  them  to  her  by  a  deed  of  trust 

**  It  will  be  obvions  to  you,  from  the  above  statement  of  fects,  that  I  haye  neither 
bought  nor  sold  a  sltfVe;  that  in  the  only  ciicumstanoes  in  which  I  am  lecaUy  • 
slaveholder,  enmucipation  is  hnpraotieable.  As  to  the  servants  owned  by  mv 
wife,  I  have  no  legid  respaunbality  in  the  premiaes,  nor  oonld  my  wife  emaiioi* 
pate  them  did  she  desire  to  do  so.  I  have  mus  plaixdy  stated  aU  me  fibcti  in  that 
case,  and  submit  the  statement  for  the  ooasideraition  of  the  General  Conferatoe. 

Years  respectftdly, 
(Signed)  Jabos  O.  Ahduw."    . 

AU  which  is  reapectfolly  aobmitted. 

(Signed)  BoaxaT.FauiB, 

Chsfanwa  of  Committee  on  EpisooiMDgr* 


V4  Defttfte  m  the 

Mr.  CcAfatt  iiMired  that  the  roport  be  had  on  the  table,  to  lie  ttkm  tip  tMBor 
fOfw  aa  the  special  order  of  the  oay.  Hu  reaaoii  for  wo  moviiia  waa  that  a  mmm 
inx  of  the  northern*  delegates  was  to  b»  held  at  fbor  -o'dodt  ttiis  afteraoon.  Hm 
wished  any  of  the  sonthen  brethren  to  mend  who  mkift  choose  to  do  so. 

Dr.  Capers  said  this  was  not  an  annoiineement  in  omiBr  befme  that  confoieaoet 
he  would,  however,  take  the  opportunity  to  announoe  that  there  would  be  a  meal 
ing  of  the  sonlhem  delegates  at  three  o'clock,  in  the  lectare  room  of  the  .ChnrelL 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry,  it  was  stated  diat  spectators  would  not  be  pennitted  to 
be  present  at  those  meetings. 

AfaUe  Jtepori  in  Relation  to  a  Division  of  the  Church  corrected. 

The  ohafar  woold  take  that  opportunity  to  read  a  paper  which  had  bean  laM 
OB  tha  table.    The  following  is  ue  conmranioation : 

"  To  the  Pretidtnt. 

"  Bev'd  and  Dear  Sir, — A  report  has  been  in  circnlation  for  some  days,  which 
is  thoaght  to  have  a  veiy  unhappy  effect  on  tiiis  oonference.  The  report  is,  that 
a  plan  has  been  fonned  by  noruiem  members  of  the  conference,  to  force  the  south 
into  secession,  and  I  have  been  given  as  authority  for  this  statement.  Bo  Cur  as  I 
am  eonoemed,  the  allegation  ia  whdly  and  miqnaiiBedly  mitnie.  I  propose  with 
your  permission  to  contradict  it,  with  a  view  to  promote  peace.  Yours  traly, 
(Signed)  .Tnos.  E.  Boitd." 

Dr.  Bond  rose  and  spoke  as  follows  :«-This  report  reached  me  for  the  first  time 
last  night.  I  understood  that  it  had  been  for  some  time  ^nerally  circulated 
iSbtfX  there  had  been  a  plan  fcrmed  by  northern  men  to  dnve  the  south  to  a 
secession,  and  that  in  tracing  this  report  I  have  been  given  as  antiiority  for  it.  Now, 
sb,  I  do  solemnly  declare  that  I  fai^e  no  knowledge  ef  any  such  plain  lumng  been 
Smned  at  any  time-— that  I  have  never  heard  a  man  Iram  the  east,  from  the  north, 
or  from  the  west  speak  of  the  possibility  of  a  secession  but  aa  of  a  great  ealanliy— 
a  calamity  that  ought  to  be  averted  by  any  sacrifice  consistent  with  duty  to  God  and 
iSbB  interests  of  Ibe  Church— I  positively  declare,  that  although  I  have  neceasarily 
beard  in  conversation  the  subject  which  so  deeply^  concerns  us  all  adverted  to,  yet 
I  have  never  heard  any  man  intimate  that  a  secession  would  be  advisable  or  proper, 
under  any  drcumstances.  There  were  two  unworthy  motives  attributed  ibr  thk 
plan,  which  I  shall  not  mention,  but  winch  would  be  sdll  more  disreputable  dun  the 
]dan  ittelf.  I  should  be  degraded  in  my  own  esteem,  sir,  if  I  did  not  believe  that  any 
Biaft— -any  body  of  men— who  should  conceive  the  purpose  of  producing  a  secea- 
aien,  or  separation,  in  &e. Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  would  place  me  among  the 
last  men  to  whom  they  would  communicate  that  purpose  or  design.  Most  assuredly 
you  should  have  heard  it;  no  secrecy  ex^oined  upon  me  Would  have  prevented  me 
oom  divulging  such  a  treason,  had  1  heard  it.  1  have  been  too  deeply  concerned 
'  ki  this  matter  to  conceive  that  such  a  design  threatening  die  Chnrch  that  I  have  so 
long  loved  and  laboured  to  defondr— that  such  a  purpose  should  be  eommunicated  to 
WBy  and  not  be  made  knovm  to  the  conference.  O  sir,  if  itshall  please  God  to  ndae 
the  cloud  which  now  rests  upon  this  aik,  the  day  which  has  wrwAght  out  ibr  us 
%BM  d^iveraace  will  be  a  day  of  pnblio  jubfiee,  every  retuming  amdversaiy  wfil  be 
a  day  of  joy  and  thanksgiving  in  my  £unily,  and  I  shaU  be  glad  to  tell  of  die  great 
deliverance  that  God  has  wrought  out  finr  us,  to  nnr  children  and  grandchildren.  It 
li  wholly  inmosaible  that  I  sbrald  have  oonoesiled  such  a  design.  I  am  done, 
brethren.  I  nope  if  any  brother  has  been  deceived  by  this  report  he  will  diaadss 
k.    lam  sun  it  is  not  true. 

Mr.  Sehon  feh  it  due  to  himself,  and  the  section  which  he  represenled,  to  diiuhdm 
ifi  oonneotion  whatever  with  such  a  report.  An  act  of  seoesnen  or  division  would 
be  an  act  to  be  lamented  in  teaia  a&  the  rest  ^  their  lives.  He  would  endorae  d» 
■emiinenta  of  the  venerable  man  who  had  preceded  him.  As  a  western  man,  con- 
■eotqd  at  present  with  northern  men  in  a  non^laveboUing  state,  he  bad  never 
heaird  of  such  a  report. 

Dr.  Bangs  obtained  peniiission  from  the  conference  to  make  afaw  reiaarka.  He  had 
beard  for  the  fiiat  time  yealeiday  moniing  that  a  report  bad  gone  forth  to  the  southern 
brednon,  thai  a  numlwr  of  the  northern  brethren  had  avowed  it  as  dieir  design, 
before  the  General  Conference  commenced,  to  take  measures  to  foroe  Bishop  Andrew 
to  resign,  and  then  to  force  the  southern  brethem  to  secede,  virith  a  view  to  seize 
on  di0pnpert|y  of  die  Mathodiatf^Bhoopal  Chnrch.    He  heard  die  annonnceineat 
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iwilli  perftMl  tttooiibiiieiit;  and  iiiimecGBtel7  repbed  tfant  1m  did  not  hcHMr^  ozm 
«uig^  word  of  k.  Ho  eonld  not  believe  it.  He  had  heard  tint  bb  own  name  had 
liemi  mMHtaoaed  in  oonnection  with  this  matter ;  and  wished  to  declare,  In  the 
presence  of  Qod  and  of  this  conference,  that  he  had  nerer  made  such  an  annomice> 
ment,  nor  did  he  behove  that  any  norlbam  man  had  ever  made  it' 

Dr.  Smith  said  that  he  was  not  personally  implicated  in  the  aUnaioiis  that  had  been 
made.    A  friend  of  his  had  been  assailed,  and  he  claimed  the  right  to  defend  him. 
He  wished  to  disabuse  the  minds  of  the  conference.    The  statement  which  had 
been  made  vras  not  the  one  oat  of  which  the  difficulty  had  grown.    It  was  neither 
heard  nor  known  that  a  formal  or  Informal  meetinghad  taken  place  previous  to  or 
ainoe  the  conveiiing  of  thd  General  Conference.    The  point  M  issue  was  this :  It 
had  been  stated  over  and  OFor  win,  in  terms  that  led  to  the  conviction  that  it  was 
tile  imrpose  of  nnny  in  the  conference  to  pursue  measures  which  must  necessarily  t 
result  in  a  diTision,  and  that,  in  declaring  their  adhesion  to  these  measures,  be  f 
would  ny  they  had  used  lanina^e  that  justly  entitled  them  to  a  disclanner.   Thai  ■ 
coarse  ihe^  had  adopted  with  Bishop  Andrew,  and  it  was  of  this  that  he  and  his 
iDutheni  friends  jusny  complained. 

Dr.  Bond  desiml  to  say  he  had  nothing  to  do  with  this  position. 

BUkop  WKendree'»  Life, 
Bishop  Boule  rose  to  make  a  remaik.  Itmavbe  expected,  in  view  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  with  respect  to  the  matter  ot  Bishop  M'Kendree's  life,  as  that 
report  alioded  to  me,  that  I  should  at  this  time  make  seme  statements,  and  give  sncl| 
inrormatkin.as  I  may  have.  I  am  ready  to  do  it  now  if  this  shall  be  thought  the 
proper  time,  it  is  well  known  that  at  the  death  of  our  venerable  tfnd  beloved 
Bishop  ATKendree,  it  was  found  that  in  his  wiQ  he  had  bequeathed  to  me  person- 
idbr  ttid  individually  all  his  ps^rs  and  raanuscripjts;  leaving  them  to  m^  iadi^ 
vidnal  dirooaal  as  I  should  judge  best,  connected  with  the  counsel  and  advice  of 


aas  L.  Douglas,  Bishop  M'Kendree's  persoBsl  fHend  and  mine, 
who,  wiNh  the  bishop,  has  since  gone  to  his  eternal  reward.    Consequeqtfy  I 
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left,  by  virtue  of  thai  will,  in  the  sole  possession  of  Bishop  M'Kendree's  papers  aiMl 
^nanuscripts  of  every  description.  I  nave  them  in  my  possession.  It  wi{l  be  reeol* 
looted  that  at  the  CJeneral  Conference,  held  in  Cincinnati  in  1836, 1  was  requested 
by  that  body  to  preach  asermon  on  the  death  of  Bishop  M'Kendtee.  I  did  so,  in 
eompUanee  with  the  request,  which,  by  order  of  the  conference,  was  puMidied. 
That  discourse  contained  a  brief  memour  of  the  bishop,  drawn  up  diiefly  from  these 
docomeilKts  which  I  have  had  in  my  possession.  After  the  deUvei^  of  that  discourse 
I  was  requested  by  the  General  Coinerence  to  prepare  a  Life  of  Bishop  HTKendree. 
vi4iich  I  was  deposed  to  do  according  toihe  bestot  my  ability ;  and  which  I  intended 
to  do  as  soon  as  my  drcumstanoes  imd  special  regard  to  m^  official  work  as  one  of 
your  general  superintendents  would  admit  of  the  leisure  which  would  afibr d  me  timsr 
to  aocon^iHsh  this  work ;  butl  have  not  been  able  to  meet  ^e  request  4^  the  General 
CoBiference;  and  the  most  that  I  can  say  with  respect  even  to  a  preparation  ioft 
aocomplishhig  the  work  is,  that  I  have  passed  through  a  vast  mass  of  Bishop  M'Keii* 
drae's  pa^ievs,  peihaps  neariy  the- whole  mass,  and  this  embiaoes  a  very  extensive> 
and  very  inqiortant  correspondsnoe,  as  well  sa  many  other  ofllcial  docmnents.  I- 
have  arranged  these  papers  bv  dates  and  by  cironmstances,  pi«pantDry  to  the  vrorkf 
of  publishing  Bishop  Hl'Kenivee's  Life.  But  I  have  done  litUe  more  than  make 
SQcn  an  arrangement  in  prepartion  fer  this  work,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  sayinff 

Iswiw 


that  I  cannot  write  the  Life  of  Bishop  M'Kendree— connected  as  that  lifd  is  ^ 
tiie  history  of  Mediodism,  and  the  most  importaaaft  eras  and  events  in  the  Ustory  of 
the  Methodist  Episoopal  Church— I  enmot  write  the  Life  of  Bishop  M'Kendree  ia 
such  a  manner  aa  I  ooooeive  that  such  a  work  should  be  written,  without  more  time 
flod  more  leisure  from  my  official  responsibilities,  and  the  weighty  duties  in  the 
relation  I  now  suatasn  to  the  Church.  It  is  known,  I  believe,  to  this  body,  thatsince 
the  time  at  whioh  I  was  requasted  to  prepare  this  vrotk,  I  have  at  least  sharecE 
m  e^jual  part  of  labour  and  travel  with  my  edleagnes,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
me,  m  the  view  that  I  take  of  the  importnace  of  such  a  virork  as  ttie  Life  of 
Biibop  M'Kendree,  connected  as  I  am  with  all  those  groat  and  interesting  matters' 
and  conoems  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnrcb-^I  announce  it  as-my  firm  persii» 
sion  that  it  is  utterly  impractioaUefarma  to  write  such  a  Life  while  I  am  travellio^ 
aiound  this  continent  I  canaot  wnte  itin  steamboats ;  I  eimnot  write  it  in  stages  f 
I-connot  write  it  on  shipboard. 
I  oodvMs  to  yon  that  ware  it  not  far  07  inabiUty  to  perfem  the  wosk,  it  wmild 
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«0bBd  me  pleaanre  to  laako  the  attempt  It  wooU  bring  balm  vMrnaajriaipollaai 
and  interesting  occun^encea  in  the  history  of  the  Church  which  all  to  nniohlove,  aad 
to  which  I  am  80  mQoh  attached.  Batlthinkthebreth^nwholoodcalmiadtoaiioh 
a  vast  field  will  perceive  that  it  ahoold  be  no  ordinary/  commoo^hiGe  pabUcatioii. 
Now  I  beHeve  I  have  submitted  to  yoa  all  tliat  I  know  in  regasd  to  tfie  work  with 
which  I  was  charged. 

Addrestes  of  the  Dele g(Ue$  from  the  Ctmada  Conference. 

Dr.  Lackey  remarked  that  the  brethren  from  the  Canada  Conference  Ibnnd  it 
necessary  soon  to  \eave  the  city,  and  as  they  had  not  yet  communicated  to  the  Geih 
era!  Conference  the  state  of  their  work,  he  would  move  that  the  conferenoe  now 
hear  the  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada. 

This  motion  being  carried,  Mr.  Ryerson  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  conference  whick 
he  represented.  He  felt  no  little  embarrassment  in  appearing  before  ao  venerable, 
august,  and  intelligent  an  assemblage.  The  reference  which  the  address  of  the 
delegates  from  the  Canada  Conference  made  to  the  prosperity  of  their  Church  wou&d 
in  a  good  degree  supersede  the  necessiu-  of  making  statements  in  regard  to  iL  Tha 
qieaker  had  the  pleasure  of  attending  the  General  Conference  in  Pittsburg  in  1838, 
wad  also  the  General  Conference  of  1840,  and  had  derived  great  benefit  andenoooi^ 
agement  from  those  visits.  He  felt  deeply  the  importance  of  those  great  questioBS 
wiiich  engage  the  attention  of  this  General  Conferenoe,  and  would  most  earnestly  and 
devoutly  pray  and  confidently  hope  that  the  Supreme  Being,  who  controls  all  events, 
would  so  direct  all  its  deliberations  as  to  prevent  dissensions,  and  render  the  onion  of 
its  members  indissoluble.  He  was  happy  to  represent  before  that  body  a  part  of  As 
great  Wesleyan  family,  and  to  be  recogmzed  aa  a  legitimate  branch  of  that  tunStft 
dthough,  as  was  well  known,  they  hatibeen  set  off  uom  the  great  Metfaodiat  hooae- 
hold  in  Canada.  The  difference  which  existed  between  the  conferenoe  he  repre- 
sented and  the  British  Conference  was  entir^y  of  a  local  character,  and  be  believed 
that  difference  would  soon  be  healed,  and  that  an  amicable  relation  would  be  estab- 
lished which  would  enable  them  to  interchange  labour.  The  religions  proapeiirr  ef 
his  district  had  been  very  considerable,  as  the  address  stated.  Great  eSSxtU  had 
been  made  to  enforce  scrupnloaslY  the  rules  of  discipline.  The  finance  deparl- 
■rant  was  in  a  prosperous  state,  and  vigilantly  attended  to.  The  misaionaiy  wok 
has  also  prospered.  Their  miasionaries  numbered  twenty-three.  No  meetings  were 
more  highly  relished  among  their  people  than  misaionar^  meetings.  Great  adran* 
tage  had  been  derived  from  their  connection  with  the  British  Conferenoe,  their  way 
of  doing  things  having  been  adopted.  A  very  considerable  number  of  Indians  had 
been  converted  during  the  past  year.  The  schools  amon£  the  Indistbs  were  in  pres- 
jMzous  operation.  So  harmonious  was  the  action  of  the  Church  that  one  might  past 
tnm  oneiend  of  the  conference  to  the  other  and  scarcely  find  a  party.  The  confisr- 
enoe  had  never  stood  higher  in  the  view  of  the  government,  ana  also  of  the  people, 
tiian  at  presepit.  A  feepng  of  oon^enoe  and  Section  had  been  entertsined  and 
manifested  toward  it.  He  would  always  revert  to  his  own  country  with  unabated 
affection,  with  increasing  couivgo  and  confidence.  He  was  received  as  a  proba> 
tioner  twenty-feur  years  ago,  and  had  always  felt  himself  to  be  a  member  of  this 
great  fiimily.  He  felt  called  upon  to  sa^  one  thing  wi&  reQ>ect  to  Dr.  Ladunr, 
He  oould  assure  .the  conference  that  his  visit  was  highly  appredated.  He  would 
dose  by  imploring  the  divine  blessing  upon  this  mnferencei  praying  that  God 
would  multiply  them,  and  bless  diem,  ana  make  them  a  hundrea  times  mora  than 
tfcey  were. 

Mr.  Green,  the  other  ddegate  from  the  Canada  Confeivnoa,  feUowed.  After  dw 
I|itement4  which  had  been  made  by  his  coUeagae»  he  felt  sore  it  was  not  nffccasaiy 
ht  him  to  trespass  long  upon  the  time  of  the  conference;  but  he  oeuld  not  do  joa- 
tice  to  his  own  feelings  if  ne  did  not  say  that  it  afibrded  lum  great  i^keasmn  to  meet 
them  on  this  oecadon,  and  witness  ^e  dignity,  unity,  and  seal  there  manifested. 
He  had  km^  heard  of  the  conference  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear,  and  ke  waa  thank 
fill  to  the  divine  Mastta-  that  his  eyes  ooold  now  see  them.  He  felt  a  deep  interest 
in  the  prosperity  of  that  body.  We  can  never  forget,  said  he,  that  we  are  yo«r 
children,  and  we  are  happy  to  call  you  our  fetherss  for  though  we  are  aepaiatQd 
from  you  by  the  arbitrary  line  that  separates  the  two  grwt  Christian  nations  to 
which  we  belong,  we  are  not  separated  in-  heart,  and  we  feel  that  your  oaose  ia 
our  cause,  your  mtereat  our  interest,  and  ^our  God  oar  God.  It  is  in  our  heart  to 
five  and  die  with  you,  for  we  are  happy  m  your  kindnnss  In  the  pfciititnili>  of 
ysnr  wiadon,  yon  were  pleased  to  eoninder  lu  ef  age,  wd  to  aUov  na  imdsr  ibe 
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to  act  ftr  onnelvw;  yet  I  beg  le8^»  in  bebalf  of  the  Chorcb  t 
tefwesent,  to  itate  diat  we  have  not  oonsidered  the  Mpuration  so  maoh  an  act  of 
choice,  as  of  neoewit^-Hi^  thiog  to  be  endured^  btit  not  desired.  There  are  some 
difficoltiea  ariabg  from  parly  and  Bectarian  feelittg)  bat  all  the  parties  which  hare 
been  created  wm.  axe  now  operating  in  Canada,  calling  themselves  Metfaodisti, 
have  not  received  their  origin  nom  ns.  They  are  mostly  brought  amon^  tis  by  the 
flood  of  emigration  from  the  old  world  and  the  United  States.  There  is  a  feelings 
of  onion  cementing  oar  hearts  that  is  truly  deli^tful,  and  that  promises  much  for 
tile  mat  fiunily.  Gemda  is  the  yoon^^  sister  of  the  Wesleyan  household,  and 
yet  I  rejoice  to  know  that  you  consider  her  a  sister,  and  allow  her  a  place  in  the 
Mosehold,  and  I  trost  we  shall  be  able  to  go  on  tfid  mainfiiin  that  raspect  and 
fldBTeetion  which  are  a^ed  for  hert  I  tesponato  the  sentiments  of  brother  Ryerson, 
and  I  need  not  repeat  them ;  I  only  pray  that  our  common  Lord,  the  God  of  our 
SidienB,  may  pour  that  healtiifbl  Spirit  upon  oar  hearts  that  so  ereatly  cheered  the 
bearts  of  our  fathen,  and  that  we  may  go  on  in  the  great  work,  maintaining  the 
onity  of  the  spirit  in  tiie  bond  of  peace. 

Dr.  Ludcey  expressed  his  sratmcation  at  the  jnirilege  of  visiting  Canada.  He 
Jbond  the  ntal  principles  of  Mediodism  in  vigorotis  operation  there,  and  the 
discipline  of  the  Chmfch  rigidly  enforced.  Their  superammated  preachers,  preacb» 
en'  widows,  mad  orphans,  were  supported  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  them. 
The  missions  introduced  into  Canada  by  this  confefence  were  saccessful  to  a  most 
gratifring  extent  The  discipline  exenased  both  on  the  introduction  of  yonn^ 
men  mto  tbe  ministiy,  and  over  the  labonn  of  the  whole  body,  was  of  a  most 
fndicions  and  salutaij  character.  Their  success  ihowed  the  beneficial  operatioii 
of  the  Methodist  Spsoopal  economy,  and  places  fonneriy  banen  and  unfruitful 
were  now  bearing  nch  evidence  that  the  ward  of  God  was  rapidly  advuncing  over 
that  vast  and  interesting  country. 

Mr*  Green  made  some  forther  gratifying  statements  of  their  financial  affidrsy 
which  be  said  might  be  much  multiplied  haa  there  been  necessity  for  it 

Prenddng  BUers'  term  of  Sorriee. 

Dr.  Peck  moved  that  the  report  No.  3  of  llie  Committee  on  tlevival  should  be 
taken  up. 

Agreed  to. 

Dr.  Peek  said  he  would  not  occupy  their  attention  long ;  btlt  as  there  was  much 
Ml  yesterdby  on  one  side,  and  the  committee  had  no  fitting  opportunity  to  say 
anytiimg,  die  matter  wus  left  in  a  very  dubious  state.  He  did  not  feel  inclined  to 
make  any  pardcular  opposition  to  the  mdefinite  postponement  of  the  subject  Hd 
bad  no  particular  interest  in  it  be3rond  the'  fact  of  the  committee  having  acted  in 
tbe  matter  on  tbe  request  of  two  annual  conferences,  who  had  sent  up  resolutionil 
on  the  suliject  to  this  General  Conference.  The  committee  did  not  suppose  that 
the  change  proposed  in  the  report  would  aff»ct  the  rights  of  the  episcopacy,  iKtf 
that  it  had  any  relation  to  the  resolutions  of  1820.  Those  resolutions  related  to 
the  makmg  of  j^residing  eldeiB,  and  the  change  of  thb  report  to  the  term  of  service. 
It  was  a  ihct  witfam  tile  observation  of  all,  that  there  vtras  a  feeling  existfaig  in  the 
Church  aoeonnting  the  everiasting  round  taken  by  some  men  upon  two  or  three 
districts  a  grievance,  and  requirmg  redress,  aikl  that  it  was  proper  that  tidl 
General  Conference  should  make  a  rule  in  the  matter.  He  presumed  that  tiie  con* 
fcranoe  was  aware  that  the  office  of  presiding  elder  in  several  conferences  ia 
suffering  material  embftmssment  for  several  reasons.  There  was  an  objection  in 
the  minds  of  many  preachers  to  the  long  term  of  services  they  were  allowed  to 
•astaia  in  this  office.  There  were  brethren  who  had  held  this  office  twelve,  six* 
teent  and  twenty-four  years  in  succession,  and  impressions  were  made  upon  the 
minds  of  the  people  prefudidal  to  the  prosperity  of  the  work.  On  this  sfanple 
stadement  of  facts  the  committee  had  made  their  leport,  to  give  the  brethren  who 
feel  the  diffioolty  an  opportunity  of  explainiug  their  views  on  tbe  subject  The 
eommitlee  bad  no  special  fondness  for  the  report  The  constant  tendency,  if  pos* 
•ible,  to  remain  in  the  same  locatkm,  had  also  induced  them  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  conference  to  the  suliject  If  the  evil  could  be  remedied  by  any  other  means, 
or  if  they  could  be  sure  of  a  change  of  presiding  dders,  they  would  be  content^ 
bat  that  something  should  be  done  was  Mt  by  many.  With  these  remaiics  he 
would  leave  the  rrooit  in  tbe  hands  of  the  conference. 

Mr.  Winner  said  he' felt  much  embarrassed  in  opening  his  lips  at  all  upov 
tins  sttljeot;  not  tiMiit  he  had  anything  to  risk  peraonaJiy,  but  there  were 'so 
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InretiiTOQ  wlw  ^  foilaiii  an  intiniate  oamisetmi  tritb  it,  dmt  bat  i 
be  should  be  unfcutimate  enoagb  to  aay  some  words  that  might  do  hacm 
where  nothing  of  the  kind  was  intended.  Dr.  Peck's  remaiks  were  appropriate^ 
and  sufficient  of  themselves ;  but  ()iie  ccHuidenition  indnced  him  to  stpeak,  wkidt 
was,  that  one  of  the  resolatioaas  pmyiaff  for  the  chanse  of  Discipline,  now 
under  consideration,  came  from  the  conferenoe  which  oe  in  port  lopiuseu^^ 
ed  here. 

With  regard  then  to  the  novelty  urged  as  an  olgectkni  to  &e  Moposed  dmajge^ 
he  contended  that  in  principle  there  was  nothing  novel  in  it  at  an,  tne  same  thcmg 
in  principle  had  been  reooaunended  by  the  Eiriaoopal  Committee  in  the  Gcnem 
Conference  held  at  Baltimore  in  1840.  And  tne  bishops,  who  Were  then  recoil^ 
mended  to'station  no  man  in  the  larger  cities  over  foor  Yean  in  soccessicn,  haiw 
ever  since  felt  called  upon  to  lesard  the  advice.  In  this  u  seen  the  same  priticipkr 
as  in  the  question  now  before  the  coofereaoe ;  that  reotimmendatum  directed  maft 
to  be  stationed  in  a  given  way,  and  in  no  other  way ;  also  the  Conunittae  aa 
Itmerancy,  of  the  present  General  Conference,  had  advised  the  introdnctioD  of  a 
role  or  law  upon  the  same  sabject,  involving  precisely  the  same  principle.  It  has 
been  fiuther  objected  that  it  wcndd  trench  npon  the  aathority  of  the  epiaoopaey. 
Why  this,  to  some  extent,  had  been  done  aXrmdy ;  the  reports  of  the  oommitteea 
he  had  just  alluded  to  required  of  the  bishops  to  dispose  of  men  in  a  certain  wayi 
and  therefore  if  the  rule  prayed  for  does  inmnge  npon  the  powers  of  the  episco- 
pacy, it  is  nothing  new  in  the  world.  Again,  the  office  of  presidinff  elder  has  oeaa 
stated  to  be  anabgons  to  that  of  bishc^,— that  was,  he  soppoaei^  onee  a  hisfaop 
alwa^pv  a  bishop-^once  a  presiding  elder  always  a  presiding  elder.  Was  tlmt  tfa0 
doctrine  the  member  from  Virginia  intended  to  inculcate,  and  thereby  show  tiiat 
the  friends  of  this  measure  were  preparing  the  way  next  to  invade  the  office  of  the 
episcopacy? 

}ilt.  Early  denied  that  he  had  expressed  such  an  opinion. 

Mr.  Winner  replied,  if  there  was  an  error  on  his  part,  it  was  one  of  the  tongoe^ 
not  of  the  heart;  the  conference  would  not  fail  to  remember  what  the  gentleman's 
remarks*  were ;  his  words  might  have  been  missed,  but  not  his  sentiment  Certainly 
ibere  was  no  analoay  between  the  two  offices,  the  one  was  a  pecpetoal  appoint- 
ment during  life  ana  good  conduct,  the  other  a  perpetual  annual  appointment,  made 
once  a  year,  yet  endless ;  and  who  does  not  see  the  wide  difference  between  die 
two  7  It  had  been  further  uzged  as  an  olgection^  that  this  measure  would  be  the 
introduction  of  the  doctrine  of  rotation  in  office,  and  that  ought  to  be  avoidedi 
What  objection  the  member  from  Virginia  could  have  to  that,  as  an  Americas 
citizen  or  an  American  ecclesiastic,  was  not  for^  him  to  (fuess,  but  he  did  goeas  it 
would  not  spoil  their  happiness  or  endanger  their  safe^  if  they  made  a  creditable 
effort  to  free  themselves  from  this  evil,  and  equalize  ue  joys  and  grieb  of  itina* 
lancy.  Rotation  in  office  would  never  hainn  them  more  than  an  aristocracy  of  offiee^ 
especially  if  directed  by  the  wisdom  of  the  episcopacy.  Brethren's  fears  that 
fliey  should  come  in  contact  with  the  bishops^  and  thins  mar  and  macnIatB  te 

r;  enterprise  in  whidh  tfaey  are  engaged,  were  ^Bacioas.  Why,  sir,  (said 
W.,)  the  Oeneral  Conference  is  the  aupreme  power  of  thp  Cfanreh,  net 
the  episcooacy !  Talk  of  power,  and  of  bishops !  Do  they  remain  in  offioe  ht 
the  sake  of  its  brief  anthon^  f  Contemptible  idea !  They  neither  want,  nqr  wfll 
&ey  have,  power  which  may  not,  in  their  godly  wisdom,  conduce  to  the  best 
interests  cif  the  Churoh,  and  be  promotive  m  the  largest  happoness  of  the  mhi 
istzy ;  and  this  body  has  the  rignt  to  decide  what  power  shall  be  introated  in 
their  hands  for  these  purposes.  In  the  creation,  and  proper  use  of  power,  right  is 
right,  as  in  everything  else,  and  let  justice  be  done  if  the  heavens  fUL  In  te 
name  of  the  commonwealth  of  Israel,  Mr.  President,  we  are  tired  of  tfaia  pras^ 
ding  elder  passion  for  retaining,  for  holding  on  to  office ;  the  application  of  a  ranedy 
is  called  for  by  ten  thousano,  voices  in  and  out  of  the  ministry.  We  expeoted 
brethren  would  meet  us  with  olgections;  aged  brethren,  who  have  stood  in 
office  fi>r  years — ay,  a  score  of  them,  perhaps.  We  expected  to  be  aaet  juat  as  we 
have  been  met.  Their  rod  is  felt ;  we  love  them  stul,  but  still  ciy,  Befonn  I 
expect  more  of  it  when  I  sit  down ;  but  I  shaE  not  omit  to  thicken  my  skin  in  tun 
for  it. 

A  member  called  the  speaker  to  order.  The  Question  was  not  between  the  pro* 
sent  presiding  elders  and  those  who  wished  to  oecome  so,  but  on  postponement. 
6ome  desultory  remarks  followed. 

Mr.  Winner  inquired  of  the  dudr  .whether  it  was  to  be  uaderHood  that  ha  Wdrs 
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nAvi  atAetl  Th»  bUiop  good4mmoiiz«^  FM^  ^ 
wpeaker  thankad  dia  chair^  aod  adding  lie  was  glad  to  be  in  so  ^ood  cocnpany,  pro* 
oeeded  t  I  am  not  ovor  anzioiis  that  toe  tena  of  office  of  presiding  elder  shouja  bo 
fixed  at  four  yeaie— eight  would  give  BatiafactioD.  Aa  me  caae  now  stands,  there 
ir  eertoinly  a  problem  of  no  eaay  soiut^oa  inToived  in  the  matter.  Thoee  who  aro 
not  mesiding  elderS)  and  never  expect  to  be,  are  often  told  that  the  office  ia  a  veij 
tfaanJdeMt  huwriona,  onerooa)  and  even  dbDarlefla  office.  And  I  wonder  why,  if 
Mch  is  the  casoi  those  who  hdd  the  office  cUng  to  it  with  so  strong  and  unyielfling 
a  gresp,  and  retain  it  fior  twenty,  or  more,  yean  in  snocesaion.  Wnat  ia  the  authck 
rity  for  the  creed  that  teache^,  if  these  gentlemen  are  not  at  the  hehn,  the  ship  w31 
be  wreokedf  We  are  placed  severally  in  the  itmeiant  rankt  to  oooapT,  not  omk 
aopolizey  its  special  posts.  I  suspect,  pretensiona  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding, 
that  there  is  honey  m  theii*  cbp  after  alL  I  am  quite  wiUins;  to  yield  them  the 
respect  and  honotir  dae  to  them;  bnti  would  also  aver  that  lao  not  believe  in  the 
ayatem~^I  never  expect  to  believe  ia  it,  and  I  never  intend  to.  The  reaBona,  then^ 
Mr.  President^  offered  againat^the  change  limiting  the  tMin  of  office  in  the  piesiduyr 
eldership)  to  my  mind  are  destitute  of  force ;  ondas  the  conference  has  been  plonaca 
for  so  liie  a  time  to  give  me  its  special  attention,  I  only  add,  that  I  entertsin  a 
hope  that  hereafter  the  hearts  and  eves  of  brethren  will  be  saved  from  fbrther  grief 
and  tears,  by  raisinff  the  blockade  that  keeps  thmn  ever  in  dns  bordenaome  office. 
Dr.  Winans  said  be  dedred  to  speak,  not  exactly  on  the  principle  of  rotation  ia 
office,  but  becanre  he  thought  this  a  very  mve  matter,  one  of  aeep  and  abidiog 
interest  to  Methodism,  and  that  was  the  inuv  principle  on  which  he  could  jnstily 
Ids  action  on  any  given  case.  And  he  woula  throw  out  of  the  qaestion  any  odber 
oonsideratioa  but  what  should  be  for  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  the  caaaa. 
He  thoo«fat  that  it  was  exceedingly  diacoyrteoos,  and  it  was  a  course  he  never 
allowed  hiinself  to  indulge  in,  to  meet  a  report  which  had  been  nnder-deUbentioft 
and  consideration,  probably  for  days,  with  prompt  rajectiknt.  The  report  of  a  ec»> 
nrittee  ought  to  be  comsidered  deuberately  and  cahnfy,  and  not  hurried  to  its  deati> 
nation  by  a  movement  that  was  hardly  courteous  toward  airy  motion  made  by  a 
member  of  that  body.  He  waa  not  disposed  to  support  tiie  indefinite  poa^ponenient 
of,  but  he  was  oppoM  to  the  passage  oi^  this  resolution  of  the  committee.  Hewaa 
*  not  disposed  to  notice  the  inamuationa  that  had  abounded  dniing  tfaos  discuasioay 
that  the  report  was  opposed  from  interested  views.  He  would  not  meddle  with 
that  sort  of  argument;  it  did  not  suit  las  genias.  He  ^^ronld  prefer  to  meet  the 
qaesdon  on  its  own  proper  meritiH— the  opmtiaa  it  would  hove  on  the  great  work 
oommitted  to  the  supanntendanta  of  Methodism.  Sir,  (oontinned  Dr.  wl,)  there  ia 
no  necessi^  for  this  restriction.  Yon  are  net  under  obbgation  to  continue  a  mania 
office  for  more  than  one  year.  You  can  even  remove  him  duriiig  the  year.  Or  yoti 
need  not  appoint  him  a  aeoond  year;  and  when  a  man  has  folmled  ni»  fooi!  yeare, 
there  is  no  obUgation  on  yon  to  retan  him  in  the  preoding  e&dership  bejFond  that 
tenn.  The  only  JniaificatioD,  air,  that  they  can  plnd  for  the  pasoage  of  th^ 
Ikm  is,  diat  you  desire  to  be  relieved  from  the  responsibfli:^.  Bat  we  do  not  wish 
to  relieve  you.  For  this  purpose  yon  were  eLected,  to  sbonlder  this  reaponaibilit^* 
The  responaibility  most  rest  somewhere;  for  it  mi^  be  necessary,  in  cafryiag  on 
the  ^reat  work  to  which  we  are  pfedaed,.  that  a  man  must  remain  more  than  ibnr 
yeaw  in  this  offic^.  You,  air,  have  fonad  this  to  be  necessary  at  variona  timea. 
And,  to  relieve  you  from  a  raspoaaibility,  shall  we  cripple  your  power,  and  oartsA 
diose  operationa  that  may  vrons  for  the  glory  of  God  aod  the  salvation  of  deirihleaa 
sodaf  Much  as  I  sympathize  vrith  tou  in  yoar  aurrowa  and  cares,  I  ahall  not  oqo> 
aent  to  that.  You  are  rastricted  vriraia  sufficiently  narrow  and  local  limits  already^ 
The  rest  should  be  left  to  yoar  disorataon,  remembeting  Uie  foarfiil  reqwnsibility 
under  which  you  rest,  and  Gad  forbid  yon  should  ever  be  deprived  of  it*  Sir,  foav> 
Ihl  cenaequenoes  would  iblloir  from  an^  soeh  relief  or  divestment.  Why  there  have 
been  conferences,  to  my  own  knowledge,  in  which  it  was  necessary  to  conthiue  tha 
presiding  elder  in  hia  office  for  mora  dun  foar  yean  at  a  time.  How  it.may  ba 
Ithairiir              * 


with  those  conferences  which  have  maldjflied  thair  preaefaera  in  an  enannoaa  di#- 
pKOportioD  to  their  members,  I  know  not;  bat  in  those  conferences  where  yoang 
men  have,  ahnost  from  their  first  aatraace  into  the  ministiy,  to  take  charge  of  aooia* 
tiea,  yon  moat  have  the  untrammelled  control  of  the  greataiachaBery  committed  to 
'your  care. 

Mr.  Cartwright  said,  I  dedare  diat  I  rise  ander  great  embarrassment,  beoaos^ 
there  is  such  aa  everlaatmg  dispositioa  to  let  off  here^  and  I  am,  for  an  old  au%  a 
littla  diffidaat  iq  thk  matter,  and  that  diffidanoe  is  increased  baoaafe  %  feel  I  ai^ 


muorag  mf  Mpnion*  But  I  do  not  spciak  longi  and  I  hope,  tfaerefaffr,  die  oonfcr 
mubb  will  indulge  me  a  little.  I  would  rather  meet  this  case  fuiJly  and  fiurly,  withi 
out  giving  it  the  go-by.  But  that  I  oannot  do  under  tiie  present  motion.  In  the 
fint  place^  I  ahaU  j^o  &r  this  motion  of  indefinite  postponement,  if  it  is  put,  becanaa 
Z  think  this  resolutum  contemplates  trammelling,  curteiling,  and  eventuaU^  destrajo 
ing  the  official  power  of  the  biiAops.  I  do  not  attribute  such  an  intention  to  laa 
ipeaken  on  the  other  side,  and  to  tbe  friends  of  this  report.  But  it  may  be  widaa 
the  recollection  of  many  memberB  of  this  conference  that  this  resolution  is  of  the 
same  £unily  of  little  brata  that  have  squeaked  against  {jraoding  ekters  for  thir^ 
years.  It  must  be  so.  It  cannot  be  otherwise.  It  has  its  identity,  its  funily  iei' 
tares,  and  flesh^mazks,  io  that  all  will  identify  it.  Now  I  never  was  a  fiivonrile 
'^rith  the  bishops  in  my  life,  and  have  been  sadly  cast  down  becaftie  I  cxiuld  not  rise 
into  their  notice.    But  so  it  is,  and  I  must  submit  to  my  &te. 

I  shall  go  for  the  postponement,  secondly,  because  I  tnink  it  wiU  destroy  effiscto* 
ally  the  official  and  healthy  action  of  the  presiding  eiders  themselves.  I  know  that 
some  of  us  old  men  have  been  kept  a  long^  time  in  the  office;  but  X  appeal  to  the 
bishops  that  I  never  asked  the  office  at  their  hands,  and  I  have  taken  it  as  I  would 
take  up  my  cross.  And  when  I  have  seen  these  flippant,  omart  young  men,  wiik 
'burning  zeal  and  toworinff  talents,  I  have  said,  **  What  a  poor  old  croature  I  am  ta 
be  a  presiding  elder!"  But  it  has  happened,  sometimes,  that  I  have  been  enooo- 
raged  this  way :— I  have  found  that  these  young-fledged  tribes  are  not  exactly  what 
they  think  themselves  to  be !  To  say  nothing  of  the  other  miachievoiis  eflCeda  of 
this  resolution,  it  would  introduce  into  our  annual  conferences  great  difficultiei»  and 
|nit  the  experience  of  old  men  in  the  back  ground,  for  the  sake  of  trying  raw  recraili 
and  new  hands.  Why,  you  must  give  them  a  trial,  they  say.  Well,  I  am  willing. 
You  try  them  one  year,  and  then  oack  the  old  men  must  be  called,  and  there  is  in 
everlasting  murmur  front  those  who  were  found  not  to  answer;  for  eveiy  maiH— 
almost  eveiy  man— thinks  a  little  better  of  himself  than  he  should  do.  And  this 
would  keep  the  episcqpeoy  in  constant  difficulty,  and  ultimately  disorganize  Bl» 
thodism. 

And  then  tfaej  talk  about  "routme  of  office!"  and  that  this  "routoie  of  office"  is 
^e  right  aert  of  thin^  for  American  citiaena.  Now,  sir,  I  am  as  much  a  democraJda 
manasany  of  them,  but  I  have  no  notion  that  the  Church  of  God  ought  to  be  tnnad* 
into  one  of  tiiese  ataik  naked  and  wildfire  repnbhca.  And  I  ahoold  not  be  surprised 
if  they  go  next  for  **  routine"  in  bishoDB,  and  want  them  to  be  changed  evenr  foor 
yeaia,  or  eight  years  at  most.  Sir,  I  tiliink  it  dangerous  thus  to  move  our  old  land- 
marics.  It  should  not,  and  ought  not  to  be  countenanced  in  this  Qeaexal  Confer 
«Dce.  My  experience  tells  me  that  there  is  a  restlessness  about  our  young  men. 
I  do  not  say  this  by  way  of  reproach,  for  it  is  the  hardest  thing  in  life  for  me  to 
Aink  myself  old.  I  entered  the  ministry  thirt)r-nine  yeara  ago,  and  Jisve  alwm 
lialt  die  health  and  vigour  of  a  young  man;  and  X  do  not  blame  them  so  much  mr 
it,  becanse  I  know  we  are  in  their  way.  If  they  could  get  a  car  and  roll  us  off  the 
track,  tiieir  prospects 'would  be  brightened;  and  I  would  gratify  them  willia^ 
enough,  but  not  at  the  aaorifice  of  principle. 

I  am  not  prenaied  to  talk  about  old  conferences;  but  I  have  been  a  citizen  of  tte 
valley  of  tiie  BoissiBsippi  for  these  fifty  years,  and  I  do  not  know  where  they  get 
these  aoovoiulated  nninben  of  talented  men.  I  suppose  lumber  aocumulatea  aone> 
times.  And  now,  sir,  if  they  please  to  come  out  to  my  country,  I  will  give  thesn  up 
my  office  as  presiding  elder,  and  they  may  hM.  it  as  long  as  they  like,  world  wit» 
eot  end.  Instead  of  aoeumulathig  in  these  cities,  where  they  are  entirely  too  thack 
to  thrive,  let  them  come  into  my  country,  and  I  will  find  them  work  there «  or  | ' 
them  on  to  Oregon,  or  Texas,  or  Califorma»  where  they  can  colonize  for  * 
and  then  they  will  be  ktun  of  that  coontey,  and  do  as  they  like. 

Dr.  Bangs  aaid  he  thcmgnt  he  could  speak  on  this  sulnect  with  a  better  graee  than 
some  of  his  brethren  who  nad  spoken,  becanse  he  should  not  be  uphdding  his  own 
ease.  HeaHuded  to  Ae  origin  of  the  office,  which  was  introduced  into  the  Chnrek 
in  l79Stf  and  qmke  briefly  in  favour  of  the  present  role  of  diadpline. 

Dr.  Oooper  said  it  was  admitted  there  were  evils  in  the  preaent  slate  of  tliing% 
snd  he  beueved  the  jpresent  system  was  iignrious  to  the  office  of  preaidmff  elders 
and  to  the  Church  itaalf  igjurions  both  to  preachers  and  memben.  While  he 
acknowledged  that  there  were  some  men  capable  of  filling  the  office  for  sixteen  er 
twenty  veais,  without  losing  their  influence  or  popularity  among  their  bretibren,  he 
believed  there  were  very  few  who  could  do  it.  And  aome  of  those  who  were  in 
flavour  of  this  leaolotioa  liami^t  there  were  diflSenlties  in  this  matter  aa  well  m 


^AtMtk  It  might  tt$Maathhf  be  suppoMd  that  there  were  difficaMei  in  the  case  of 
^reaiiding  eldera  as  well  as  m  the  case  <^  trayelling  preachers.  If,  theny'  difficoltiea 
exist,  something  ought  to  be  done  to  remedy  them.  He  wonld^  in  his  place,  ex* 
press  his  convic^n  that  this  peipetuating  the  office  of  presiding  elder  a  one  znaut 
was  a  growing  eviL  It  was  rapidly  spreading,  and  it  was  time  that  the  Church 
waked  up  to  the  matter.  If  the  remedy  were  not  implied  now,  a  roice  much 
louder  would  be  heard  at  the  next  Qeneral  Con£Brebe&.  The^  had  confidence  in 
the  episcopacy.  They  loved  the  office,  and  the  incumbents  of  it;  but  they  hated 
the  inordimite  and  annallowed  influence  that  preyented  that  episcopacy  fit>m  puiw 
aoing  their  own  action— the  petitions  and  remonstranees  finm  preachers  and  people 
aiding  for  the  best  places.  He  believed  that  the  episcopacy  itself  was  ttammelted 
by  presiding  elden  and,  their  influences,  in  holding  with  soch'taoaci^  to  the  plaoea 
Ihey  occupy^ 

Mn  M'Ferrin  said  he  was  notapre8idJagehler>  and  had  not  been  for  manyyeam. 
He  held  the  office  for  a  short  time,  and  then  he  was  taken  out»  ami  others  sup- 
plied his  place ;  and  the  episcopacy  no  doubt  acted  wisely  in  the  matter.  Allnsion 
had  been  made  to  the  re|K)rt  of  the  Comnuttee  on  Itinerancy,  and  he  belieyed  that 
if  the  rule  recommended  in  that  report  should  pass,  the  evil  complaxiied  of  would 
be  cured  without  introducing  a  nue  to  prevent  Uie  superinteuden^  appointing 
more  than  four  years.  He  hoped,  and  thought  ha  might  risk  it  now  to  the  judg* 
ment  of  that  conference,  that  toe  vote  would  decide  against  this  amendment  in  our 
DiscipHne.  There  were  many  places  where  they  ooud  not  find  a  man  to  take  the 
office  if  the  proposed  rule  were  introduced.  If  there  be  an  evil  it  must  be  cured 
by  the  superintendents.  There  was  ane  way  of  coxing  all  these  oomplaints  of 
evils.  Just  make  these  aspiring  young  men  presiding  ekmrs,  and  you  would  hear 
ao  more  complaint  finom  them.  Put  uem  in  office,  and  they  would  all  come  up 
xiffht.  Exercise  the  episcopal  power,  and  do  this,  and  there  would  be  an  end  ot 
AU  these  evils.  The  cry  used  to  be,  that  there  was  too  great  an  exeicve  of  power. 
6ut  now  it  is  that  there  is  too  little  exercise  of  power.  So  iust  use  it  as  he  had 
4aid,  and  nothing  more  would  be  heard  about  these  great  ana  growing  evils. 

Mr.  Sheer  said,  the  iriends  of  this  resoUition  were  not  in  fiivour  of  me  resolatioik 
of  1820,  and  never  were,  but  they  were  in  &vour  of  some  salutary  check  in  this 
matter.  In  this  they  agreed  with  the  Book  of  Discipline,  for  it  was  ftdl  of  checks 
upon  the  Dower  of  toe  episcopacy.  Nor  did  they  desire  to  iaterlere  with  the  power 
ot  the  bishops^  The  Baltimore  Conference  would  yield  to  none  in  itt  attachment 
to  the  episcopacy.  In  that  conference  they  had  the  most  lengthened  conflict  in ' 
opponng  radicalism.  He  did  not  think  it  qoite  the  thing  to  make  insinuations 
charging  radicalism  upon  the  inends  of  this  question.  They  could  not  separate  the 
man  from  his  princiues,  and  the  attempt  to  make  this  a  mere  radical  movement 
was  a  gratuitous  undertaking. 

Somethnea  the  geographiod  line  of  a  district  was  aiterad.  and  the  same  meft 
presided  over  the  same  place  for  seven  years,  and  some  jmsidinff  elders  had  kept 
their  fimiilies  for  ten  and  even  fourteen  widiin  the  corporate  omits  of  one  dty. 
Now,  if  presiding  elders  were  so  important,  it  Was  exoeedinriy  des]rdi>le  diat  there 
should  be  a  circulation  of  this  life-bktod  throughout  the  whole  system.  But  it  was 
vexy  easy  for  presiding  elders  to  make  arrangements  for  mutual  convenience ;  and 
it  could  not  be  presumed  that  the  superintendents  could  be  acquainted  vnth  aU  the 
local  peculiarity  of  each  appointment.  Now,  if  the  office  be  a  pleasant  one,  let 
others  partake  of  it ;  if  an  unpleasant  one,  then  let  olbers  help  to  bear  the  burden. 
It  had  been  said  that  it  was  desirable  not  to  interfere  with  the  episcopacy,  because 
a  man  might  be  able  to  ride  a  district  when  he  could  not  fill  another  appointmenL 
That  was  the  curse  of  the  concern.  A  man  mi^ht  be  put  upon  a  district  because 
they  would  not  endure  him  upon  a  statipn  or  oroiiit,  but  he  could  ride  rimnd  and 
preside  in  twenty  ^uarteriy  coderences,  and  the  peo]^le»  except  die  official  mem- 
bers, never  get  a  sight  of  him.  He  repeated,  that  this  was  the  very  curse  of  the 
systenot,  the  evil  of  which  they  complamed. 

The  hour  of  adyoumment  having  come,  the  conferenee  was  dismissed. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  22. 

MORiftira'ssssiov. 
Voie  of  Bishop  Andrew, 
Un  motaoa  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  which  had  been  made  liie  spedal  oidar 
of  Ihe  dagr»  was  preceeded  with.  ^ 


92  Ikiaies  in  tie 

Mr.  Griffith,  of  thfl  Baltmiore  Gonfiarence,  roie  and  iakl,«*I  beg  le«V6  to  prsMttt 
n  rosolntion  and  suitable  preamble  in  reference  to  the  Bobjeot  now  pending  befoM 
the  conference,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day< 

The  secretuy  then  read  the  following  preamble  and  reaolntkm}-«*> 

"  Whereasi  the  Bev,  James  O.  Andrew,  one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Metbodist  Epii« 
cop^  Church,  has  become  a  skvehokler,  and  whereas  it  has  beeui  firavn  the  ongm 
of  said  Church,  a  settled  policy  and  the  invariable  usage  to  elect  no  person  to  ttie 
office  of  bishop  who  was  embanaased  with  this '  great  eril,'  as  under  such  circom- 
•tances  it  would  be  iaqwssible  for  a  bishop  to  exerdse  the  functians  and  peribtm 
the  duties  assigned  to  a  general  superintendent  with  acceptance  in  that  large  por* 
tion  of  his  charge  in  which  shivery  does  not  exist ;  and  whereaa  Bishop  Andrew 
was  himself  nominated  by  our  brethren  of  the  slaveholding  states,  and  elected  by 
the  (General  Conference  of  1832,  as  a  candidate  who,  thongh  hving  in  the  midst  of 
a  Blavehol4iiig  population,  was  nevertheless  firee  firom  aU  personal  oomiectian  with 
slavery ;  and  wh^eas,  this  is,  of  all  periods  in  our  history  as  a  Church,  the  one 
least  iavounble  to  such  an  innovation  upon  the  practice  ana  usage  of  Methodism  as 
con6ding  a  part  of  the  itinerant  general  superintendefncy  to  a  slaveholder ;  therefore, 

"  Bes^veid.  That  the  Bev.  James  O.  Andrew  be,  and  he  is  hereby  affectioBDatd^ 
reqdested  to  resign  his  office  tut  one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopd 
Church.  Aj;rRED  GniFriTB, 

^  JoHir  Djlvis.'* 

Mr.  Griffith  proceeded  ^->In  offering  tint  resolution^  sir,  in  calliflg  attention  lo 
the  merits  of  this  questioni  I  will  endeavour,  by  the  heltp  of  God,  to  avoid  a& 
expressions  and  all  ezhibitiou  of  feeling  which  ahafi  in  the  feast  degree  be  calcn- 
lated  to  influence  men's  passions.  I  wish  to  approach  it  with  the  calm  deliben- 
tion  with  which  I  have  ever  desired  to  approach  the  altar  of  God.  To  &e  Metho- 
dist Church,  under  God,  I  owe  all  that  I  am.  I  entered  the  itinerant  nsks  an 
inexperienced  bo}r.  I  have  spent  the  vigour  of  my  youth,  and  periiaps  the  prime 
of  my  rii>0r  years  in  earnest,  honest,  hearty  endeavours  to  promote  its  best  inte' 
rests;  widi  what  effect,  is  for  others  to  jndge,  and  not  for  me.  We  have  never 
known  imtil  this  period  such  a  state  of  affiun.  There  never  has  come  up  such  a 
crisis  in  our  history.  I  pni^r  God  that  we  may  have  ^pace  and  wisdom  to  meet  it, 
and  to  meet  it  in  the  spirit  inspired  by  our  lioly  Christianity.  It  would  seem  to 
me,  sir,  that  the  imaginations  of  men  have  thrown  around  this  question  a  mysticism 
which  has  served  to  embarraas  it  in  all  their  reflections  upon  it.  The'  very  term 
bishop,  and  tiie  abuses  to  which  it  has  been  subject  from  the  assumptions  of  antho- 
rity  sod  power  which  have  been  associated  vrith  it,  tfarouffh  the  long  period  of  the 
history  of  the  Church  from  the  third  century  of  the  Christian  era,  toem  to  be  well 
calculated  to  throw  around  the  veiy  term  itself  a  cloud  of  mystical  riory  upon 
which  men  should  look  with  awe,  and  behind  which  they  should  omy  dare  to 
peep  with  something  less  than  adoration.  Now,  sir,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
acceptation  of  this  term  in  the  Church  where  it  was  first  used,  as  a  term  synony- 
mous with  power  and  authority,  and  an  exaltation  for  above  the  rank  of  ordinary 
men,  what  u  the  sense  in  which  the  word  has  been  incoiporated  into  our  institu 
tiooB  t  What  is  the  true  significatioii,  as  a  Methodist  phrase,  so  to  speak  T  Wha^ 
ever  men  have  meant  by  it>— whatever  other  men  still  mean  by  it— we  use  it  only 
and  exclusively  to  denote  and  designate  the  chief  officer  of  the  General  Conference, 
the  chief  officer  of  the  asaooiated  annual  conferences  of  this  union,  who  hate  the 
primary  authority— the  primary  control  of  the  destinies  of  this  great,  this  flourish- 
ing, and  this  growinff  house  of  God.  A  bishop  among  ua  is,  therefore,  only  an 
officer  of  the  (^erall>oniemace,  created  for  q>ecifio  pnrpoaes,  and  for  no  other 
than  the  purposes  specified.  If  we  look  at  the  origin  of  its  introduction  we  shaH 
cleady  perceive  this  to  be  tiie  case.  The  venerable  John  Wesley,  who  was  never 
able  to  disabuse  his  own  gigantic  mind  of  his  educational  pr^dioes,  perluma  to  the 
day  of  his  deaths  thought  to  serve  the  American  Churches  witii  a  high  officer  in 
virtue  of  his  own  appomtment.  What  said  the  venerable  Asbury — tiiat  man  of  God 
to  whom  Methodism,  on  this  continent,  is  more  deeply  indebted  than  to  any  other 
man  who  has  ever  lived,  or  perhaps  ever  will  live  7  He  declined  to  receive  that 
office  by  the  appointment  of  Joan  Wesley.  He  refused  to  accept  it  unless  the 
Geneval  Conference,  then  in  session  in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  in  1784 — ^the  Christ- 
inas Conference  should  electkim*  It  is  matter  of  history  which  no  man  can  call 
in  question*    He  was  eleoted  by  tiie  General  Coofbrenee,  and  oonatknted  the 
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kighttst  ofto«r-«d)e  ezftcntive  officer  of  the  Oenertd  Conferenoe.  Fram  1784  tintO 
1808,  all  the  ammal  conferenoes  were  in  tiie  habit  of  assemUmg  togetfaep— in  modeni 
dialect  perhaps  it  might  be  more  appropriate  to  say,  in  eenend  convention,  though  - 
Ckenerai  Cenferenoe  was  the  term.  Eveiy  travelling  elcfer  who  had  been  foor 'cal- 
endar yean  in  the  work  had  a  seat  Aexe.  They  met  together  in  their  wisdom-* 
and  dtmbdeas  great  wisdom  vras  disj^layed  on  that  oecasion— 4hey  thongfat  proper 
to  change  the  uen  constitution  of  tmngs,  and  accommodate  themselves  to  the  cir^ 
comstances  of  their  sitnation.  It  had  oecome  inconvenient  for  them  aQ  to  meet 
together,  and  they  determined  to  create  a  delegated  General  Conference.  They 
tegolated  Ae  fonn  and  manner  in  which  the  Gteneral  Conference  should  be  con- 
•timted  by  the  election  of  the  sevseral  annual  o^erenoes  hi  proportion  to  their 
mpeetive  nnmbers.  The  annuri  conferences  then  fixed  tiiis  omcer  on  the  General  , 
Conference,  or  delegated  General  Conference)  whidi  they  had  instituted,  and  pro- 
vided in  one  of  tiie  restrictive  articles  that  this  General  Conference  should  not  do 
•way  with  that  office.  It  is  by  their  authority,  therefore,  that  the  office  still  coa- 
timies,  as  wdl  as  with  the  common  consent  of  all  concerned,  and  we  love  'the 
office.  We  love  it  not  only  for  its  own  sake ;'  many  of  us  have  been  made  to  low 
it  for  the  sake  of  the  worthy  men  who  have  bdme  it,  who  have  commended  them- 
selves to  all  ai  men  of  God,  well  qtialified,  and  every  way  suited  to  the  high  trust 
which  has  been  reposed  in  them;  but  the  General  Conference  of  1808,  at  the  same 
time  that  they  restricted  the  delegated  General  Conference,  and  prohibited  them 
from  destroying  this  office,  reserved  in  their  own  hands  the  power  to  do  it  awa^ 
ahogedier  when  it  should  so  pleasd  them.  Consequentty  they  never  desi^ed-^ 
they  never  intended  to  constitute  the  bishop  an  officer  for  life,  under  all  circum-  V^ 
■tancHBs.  They  never  intended,  we  say,  to  constitute  hhn  an  officer  for  life  under  ^ 
aU  circumstances;  but  they  reserved  to  themselves,  as  annual  conferences,  power 
even  to  change  every  feature  of  the  system  of  eovemment— to  change  everything 
pertaining  to  the  chtfacter  of  the  Church  save  me  doctrines.  That  alone  is  abso- 
lutely prohibited.  Well,  now,  we  hope  the  brethren  wiU  not  suffer  their  minds  to 
be  lead  away  from  the  true  issue.  WhAt  are  we  here  consulting^  about?  What 
are  we  here  propoemg  to  accomplish  and  effect  7  Is  it,  sir,  to  try  a  bishop  on  an 
impeachment  for  immoral  conduct?  No,  sir.  We  are  here  oonoemed  exclusively  ^ 
"With  an  officer  o^tfae  General  Conference,  and  the  question  comes  up  whether  this  > 
deneral  Conference,  to  whom  the  annual  conferences  have  given  full  power,  not 
eiily  to  perpeteate  their  own  existence,  but  to  make  all  rules  and  regulations  fbr 
the  government  of  the  Church,  and  to  supervise  and  carry  on  the  great  object  of 
the  General  Association  for  spreading  Scriptural  truth  and  holiness  througlr  these 
lands;  whether  ihe  General  Conference,  constituted  under  such  circumstances, 
has  power  to  regulate  her  own  officers— that  is  the  question ;  and  whether,  when 
once  she  selects  an  officer,  no  change  in  his  condition,  no  chanee  in  his  situatioil, 
no  embanassment  with  which  he  may  choose  to  involve  himself  can  be  touched.  \ 

No,  sir;  they  bive  fell  anthority  to  rebate  their  ovm  officers,  to  provide  for  any 
exigency  which  may  operate  as  a  bamer  in  the  way  of  the  acoompliishmeDt  of  the 
objectB  and  purposes  for  which  the  officers  were  chosen. 

For  the  sake  of  argument  let  us  suppose  one  or  two  cases,  which  might  actually 
occur;  say,  in  the  order  of  God's  Providence  one  of  your  high  officers  should 
become  alienated  in  mind— a  thins  that  might  happen  to  any  man — I  say,  suppose 
be  was  to  become  alienated  in  mind,  disquafified  for  the  discfaiarge  of  the  duties  of  his 
appointment,  wouldit  be  an  actof  sacrilege  in  this  General  Conference  to  remove  him— • 
to  diq)lace  him,  and  to  put  a  proper  officer  in  his  place  7  Say  that  he  involved  himself 
in  any  embarrajBsment  which  rendered  it  equally  impracticable  for  him  to  discharge 
'^th  intelligence  and  with  fidelity  the  functions  of  tiie  office  reposed  in  him,  have 
"we  no  discretion  7  Must  we  continue  him  for  ever,  so  long  as  he  is  not  chargeable 
■with  gross  immorality  7  Now,  sir,  if  the  General  Conference  has  no  power  over 
bar  ovm  offioen,  then  it  will  follow  that  these  officers  have  power  over  the  Gene- 
nX  Conference,  and  can  control  it 

Mr.  Griffith's  fifteen  minutes  having  expired,  a  motion  was  made  that  the  restrie- 
tfeon  as  to  tune  be  taken  off  during  the  discuasion  of  this  question.  Considerable 
diicnssioa  ensued. 

Dr.  Capers  hoped  the  motion  would  not  prevail. 
.    Mr.  Gnffitii  did  not  wish  to  insist  on  being  heard  if  the  conference  did  not  deehe  it 

Mr.  Eaiiy  begged  that  the  brethren  would  hear  the  gentieman  through.  He 
would  wish  aU  to  have  the  privilege  of  speaking  who  desired  it.  If  any  light  could 
bached  on  the  sutiject,  let  me  eonfemice  have  it,  and  be  gdvemed  by  it 


Mr.  SHoMT  obBonrad  tint  if  the  motioB  was  catried  the  bretfaren  migbt  aB  wrilt 
liome  that  they  woiJd  be  home  "  on  or  about"  the  4tb  of  July. 

Mr<  Collioa  obflerved,  that  there  could  not  be  a  greater  or  more  important  quea' 
tion  before  any  body  of  muusters  than  that  the  conference  wera  now  engaged  uj^oik. 
He  wished  for  all  the  light  which'coukl  be  satbered  from  a  iuU  and  free  cuacoMiaiw 
He  hoped  the  rights  of  tne  minorifr  would  be  especially  regarded.  Suppose  lliay 
did  not  ^t  home  tiU  the  4th  of  July,  that  was  a  matter  of  little  importanoe  com- 
pared with  this. 

Mr.  Slicer  sincerely  desired  that  the  greater  part  of  what  might  be  said  would 
come  from  the  minority.  Aa  to  setting  light  he  did  not  expect  it.  The  questiim 
had  already  been  fully  considered.  He  yeiy  much  expected  that  if  the  coilerenoe 
should  remain  until  the  4th  of  July^  they  would  vote  just  about  as  they  would  then. 

Dr.  Olin  said,  the  special  issue  before  them  was  a  matter  of  more  importance 
than  whether  it  consumed  one  <x  two  days  or  weeks  in  the  debate,  and  be  should 
det>lore  it  as  a  great  evil,  and  a  measure  likely  to  act  unfavourably  on  the  greaft 
interests  involved,  to  cut  short  the  debates.  He  was  aware  that  they  were  strait- 
ened for  time,  but  the  subject  before  them  was  one  that  demanded  discuanon. 
They  were  bound  to  go  on  Ibe  supposition  that  on  this  question  no  one  was  pledged 
or  decided.  They  sat  there  to  delioerate  and  decide  on  what  misbt  be  said  to  be 
one  of  the  most  momentous  questions  that  ever  agittfted  the  Church,  and  he  wanted 
to  hear  a  full  and  dispassionate  exhibition  of  the  views  of  brethren  oi|  the  subject, 
given  as  in  the  sight  of  God,  aod  Mtiih  a  deep  sense  of  responsibility  to  the  Church. 
He  hoped  that  the  restriction  would  be  taken  off,  for  it  was  misplaced  and  ill-timed 
m  tt  case  like  the  one  before  them.  Some  had  said  that  they  aid  not  want  to  hear 
mush  Bsid  by  the  men  of  tlye  north,  but  he  (Dr.  O.)  would  not  like  to  give  his  vote 
without  an  opportunity  of  explaining  the  motives  under  which  he  gave  it  Theie 
was  9^  future  pending  upon  tnis  discussion,  and  he  wanted  to  iqpeak  out  finely  and 
fully.  Let  them  be  patient  and  not  in  haste  over  this  grave  deliberation.  He 
hoped  they  would  take  time  to  listen  to  each  other,  and  take  time  also  to  think  and 
pray  over  the  subject.  It  would  be  quite  time  enough  to  come  b^ck  to  the  fearfid 
issue  of  the  matter  whether  they  debated  it  Ooteo  days  or  three  weeks. 

Dr.  Bangs  certainly  hojped  that  the  restriction  would  be  taken  off. 

Dr.  Winans  would  insist  upon  being  indulged  in  a  remaik  vnAi  reference  to  as 
argument  which  had  been  presented  in  the  discussion.  It  was  suggested  that  there 
was  no  necessity  for  taking  off  the  restriction  because  this  was  a  judicial  proceed- 
ing. It  was  not  a  judicial  proceeding.  He  wished  the  conference  sod  the  spec- 
tators distinctly  to  understand  that  they  were  not  trying  Bishop  Andrew. 

Mr.  Winner  thought  freedom  of  discussion  would  not  oe  increased  by  the  sospeo* 
iion  of  the  rules,  and  that  in  case  of  need  the  time  could  be  extended  fiir  the 
speaker. 

The  suspension  of  the  rules  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Griffith  then  resumed  his  remarks : — ^I  have  not  much  to  say— I  have  but  one 
point  left.  The  point  is  this,  that  the  ministerial  office  does  not,  and  cannot  neoee- 
sarily  involve  the  official  relation  of  a  bishop.  I  mean,  it  i^  one  thinff  to  be  a 
minister ;  it  is  another  and  totally  different  thing  to  be  a  bishop  of  the  Slethodist 
Episcopal  Church.  It  is  true  this  hiah  o0icer  must  of  necessity  be  a  ministar,  because 
he  cannot  perform  tiie  functions  of  his  office  unless  he  be  a  minister,  in  view  of  the 
power  of  ordaining  others  conferred  upon  him,  and  the  authority  to  supsointend  the 
spiritual  and  the  temporal  business  of  a  ^at  itinerant  ministerial  connection.  He 
must  be  a  minister ;  Out  yet,  sir,  his  ministry^— the  power  conferred  upon  him  by 
his  orinnal  ordination— does  not  necessarily  constitute  him  that  high  officer  of  the 
Generfd  Conference.  He  comes  to  that  by  tiw  firee  suffrages  of  his  brethren.  Us 
is  chosen  as  the  chief  among  his  equals.  We  have  t]B»  signature  of  ervery  one  tf 
our  bishops  to  a  document  presented  at  this  coi^erence  since  our  commenoemeal; 
which  says  that  they  regain  not  tiiemselves  as  a  distmct  order  separate  and  apoit 
from  presbyters  or  elders  in  the  Church  of  God  by  virtue  of  their  ordination,  boi 
that  they  are  officers  in  the  strict  and  pr(^f>er  sense  of  the  term.  Now,  sir,  we 
will  say,  for  the  purpose  of  illustration,  that  no  man  save  a  man  of  talent,  leanins^ 
and  infermation,  is  a  suitable  individual  to  be  sent  as  a  minister  plenipotantiaiy  (• 
a  foreign  court;  but  is  his  leandng  or  talents  part  and  poroel  of  hsi  offidal  qoalifi- 
cation  and  power?  No,  sv;  his  official  anthraity  and  power  are  oonfema  s 
hzm  bjr  those  who  have  intrusted  him  with  the  high  duties  of  his  appointmAit. 

therefore  do  tiot  touch  the  ministerial  character  ^  Bish<Sp  Andrew.    That  is  not  i 

in  question  before  us  at  all}  bat  the  simf4e  question  is,  can  be,  as  «a  officer 
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<)f  the  General  Conferenoe,  chosen  for  a  Bpeoial  purpose,  to  whom  special  datieft 
•re  assigned,  can  he  jfovr  perform  the  duties  of  his  appointment  with  acceptance 
to  the  people  he  was  selected  to  serve  7    You  know  he  cannot 

Now,  sir,  if  an  officer  of  ^ronr  appointment,  whom  ^on  have  chosen  for  »^  special 
puipose,  by  a  ▼olontarj  choice  puts  hinuelf  in  the  situation  to  embarrass  hunself 
witti  oircnastances  that  render  it  impracticable  for  him  to  discharge  the  duties  you 
haye  assigned  him,  is  it  not,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  disqnahfioation,  and  sof^ 
ilcient  gnmnd  to  ask  him  at  least  to  resign,  and  to  give  place  to  another  who  can 
mo  forward  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  appointment  without  ^terrupting  the 
harmonious  action  of  the  appliances  of  Methocusm  for  the  convOTsion  of  the  world  f 
Now,  sir,  if  we  could— I  speak  for  myself,  and  I  speak  in  the  honest  sincerity  of 
mr  heart-— if  I  could  believe — ^if  I  could  be  penuaded  ^kmt  the  reverend  brother, 
whom  I  esteem  and  love,  could  perform  and  fulfil  ^le  duties  of  his  office  with  ao* 
ceptability  to  the  people,  I  am  among  the  last  men  within  the  limits  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  that  would  attempt  to  lay  hands  on  him.  I  have  loved  him ; 
I  love  him  now ;  I  loved  him  in  his  office.  Simply,  therefore,  because  he  has  vol- 
nntarilv  placed  himself  in  a  situation  that  renders  it  iinpracticable  for  him  to  sub- 
serve the  ends  and  pnirposes  of  his  appointment,  we  affectbnately  request  him  to 
resign.  I  suppose,  sir,  it  will  not  be  pretended  by  any  man,  that  the  power  of  his 
office  was  comerred  by  his  ordination.  Not  at  all.  Our  authority  to  minister  in 
Ood's  sanctuary,  and  to  jireaeh  and  proclaim  the  holy  Gospel,  is  conferred  bv  ordi> 
nation,  and  though  our  bishops  are  set  apart  in  due  form  b^  the  impnosition  of  hands, 
h  is  not  with  the  design  of  conferring  upon  them  any  additumal  ministerial- power, 
but  of  confeninff  upon  them  die  authority  of  office  to  preside  in  our  conferences, 
to  travel  through  all  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  worit,  and  to  supervise  and 
attend  to  the  general  interests  of  our  great  body. 

^  I  know  not;  Mr.  President,  that  it  is  at  all  necessary  further  to  detain  the  atten- 
tion of  the  conference.  It  is  to  me  a  plain  subject;  and  before  I  sit  down,  I 
solemnly  conjure  the  brethren  not  to  suffer  their  minds  to  tom  away  from  Uie 
true  issue,  but  to  keep  it  steadily  in  riew.  We  aro  oppressed  by  the  act  of  an 
officer  of  this  body.  Are  we  not  here  to  put  ourselves  neht-^  regulate  matters 
by  this  discussion  7  The  superintendent  is  made  responnble  here,  and  nowhere 
else.  When  the  Crenend  Conference  take  a  minister  from  the  annual  conference, 
by  electing  him  a  bishop,  he  is  no  longer  responsible  at  the  bar  of  his  annual  con^ 
forence,  but  they  make  him  responsible  to  the  General  Conference,  not  only  for  his 
official  acts,  but  for  his  ministerial  and  moral  purity.  Of  his  moral  character  we  do 
not  now  inquire.  It  comes  not  within  the  limits  of  the  present  inquiry  at  all.  The 
question  before  us  is  solely  in  reference  to  his  capability  of  complying  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  book  of  Discipline  in  reference  to  the  duties  of  a  general  supers 
intendent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Mr.  Lonsstreet  then  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  preamble  and  resolutions, 
to  which  Mr.  Griffith  made  objections. 

Mr.  Drake,  in  order  to  satisfy  all  parties,  sug^sted  that  the  preamble  be  altered 
so  as  to  read,  "  Whereas,  Bishop  Ajidiew  has  become  connected  with  slavery,  as 
stated  in  his  communication,"  &c. 

Mr.  Griffith  had  no  objections  to  the  amendment,  and  as  no  one  else  elected,  the 
chair  announced  it  incorporated  with  the  preamble  and  resolution. 

Bishop  Soule  then  addressed  the  conference,  and  said,  I  rise,  sir,  seeing  no  other 
speaker  on  the  floor,  and  I  assure  you  and  the  conference,  strange  as  it  may  seem, 
with  as  perfect  (dimness  of  spirit  as  I  ever  remember  to  have  possessed  at  anj 
period  Of  my  life.  I  cannot,  and  I  need  not  conceal  from  you,  sir,  or  from  this 
General  Conference,  that,  since  the  commencement  of  this  session,  I  have  been  the 
suhrjeet  of  deep  mental  distress  and  agony.  But  in  this  respett  the  season  of  my 
bitterness  has  passed  away.  Conscious  that  I  have  pursued,  with  close  thought 
and  prayer,  such  a  course  as  was  within  my  power  to  harmonize  the  brethren,  and 
to  strengthen,  if  possible,  the  peace  and  umty  of  this  body  and  of  the  whole  Church, 
I  have  calmly  submitted  the  whole  matter  to  the  overruling  and  superintending 
Providence  of  Almighty  God.  I  stand  connected  vrith  this  subject  individually, 
and  m  connection  with  my  colleagues,  in  a  pecuBar  point  of  view,  but  I  have  at 
this  period  no  personal  interest  whatever  in  the  matter.  I  am,  I  assure  you,  willing, 
entirely  willing,  so  fer  as  I  am  myself  concerned,  to  be  immolated ;  but  I  can  be 
immdated  only  on  one  altar,  and,  that  is  the  altar  of  the  vmioh  of  the  Methodist 
episcopal  Church.  You  cannot,  all  the  powers  of  earth  cannot,  immolate  me  upon 
aaorterBahnr,  orasonfliemaltar.    Here  I  lake  my  stand,  my  potitidii.    But  I  . 
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cUd  not  me,  with  the  in^ulffence  of  tiiU  body,  this  morniiiigy  even  to  toseh  tte 
merits  of  the  question  now  beiote  this  body.  Itwouldillbeoomemeintherdhitkail 
ftostain  to  this  body  and  to  the  Methedist  Episcofrad  Church  to  do  k.  But  I  hare 
fiien  to  ftiiggett  to  the  conference  some  r<onaideratioiu  which  I  hope  nunr  hare  their 
inflaence  upon  the  mode  of  oondncting  this  weighty  concenL  I  speek  to  men  of 
God — ^to  men  of  experience— to  men  who  have  analyzed  tha  elementa  of  hnaan 
xiature,  and  of  ecclesiastical  and  civil  polity-— to  men  of  thooght,  who  have  been 
accustomed  to  trace  causes  and  their  effects  throogh  all  the  cBversified  forma  of 
human  society,  tspeak  to  Christian  men,  and  Christian  m&nister»—>I speak  to  young 
men,  who  have  not  hi¥l  the  same  time  as  the  aged,  nor  the  same  opportamitiee  fivm 
experience  and  observation,  to  grasp  folly  these  great  and  intereetmg  suljectB.  I 
trust  I  shaU  hear  on  the  floor  of  this  conferenoe  the  voice  of  age  and  m  experience ; 
and  I  beseech  you,  brethren,  by  the  deepest  interests  that  can  afiect  our  belofved 
Zion— I  beaeech  yon  by  a  voice  from  the  tomb  of  a  Wesley  and  a  beloved  AMrary, 
and  from  the  sleeping  places  of  oi|r  venerated  fathers,  to  let  your  spirita  on  thia 
occasion  be  perfectly  cahn  and  self-possessed,  and  perfectly  deliberate.    I  advise 


in  the  place  m  which  I  stand  that  the  younger  men  hear  the  voice  of  ace.  I  beg 
you,  brethren,  to  remember  that  you  stand  at  this  moment  before  several  tr3>nnalB. 
You  are  before  (I  speak  to  the  General  Conference)  a  tribunal  in  the  galleries ;  and 
whatever  view  yoH  may  Ifkid  of  this  subject,  if  they  cannot  judge  of  the  merits  of 
the  case  before  you,  such  are  their  enli^tened  ideas  of  whiU  belong  to  the  spirit 
cf  Christianity,  and  the  office  of  Christian  ministen,  that  Ihey  will  sit  in  judgment 
on  you.  I  would  ako  observe  here,  that,  as  a  ^pi'eat  braiKsh.  of  the  Protestant 
ChnstiBn  community,  our  position  in  regard  to  this  subiect  is  nniqne  and  distin* 
guished  from  all  other  branches  of  that  community.  So  nr  as  I  know,  there  is  not 
I  a  single  sister  (Protestant)  Church  in  these  United  States,  or  in  the  world,  having 
'  \  any  legislation  on  the  subject  of  slaverer*  I  say  in  this  we  are  unique,  we  are  alone. 
We  therefore  stand  in  our  action  on  tlus  subject  before  the  tribunal  of  all  the  Chris- 
tian Churches  of  our  own  land,  and  our  actions  will  certainly  be  judged  of  by  that 
tribunal.  We  act  here  also  in  the  capacity  of  a  General  Conrarence,  and  everytfahig 
we  do  here  is  to  go  out  before  the  whole  body  of  ministers  and  people  whom  vre 
here  represent— it  19  to  ^o  out  in  the  iace  of  the  whole  Church,  and  they  will  jndge 
with  respect  to  our  action  in  the  prenuses.  We  are,  too,  before  the  tribunal  of 
.  public  opinion,  and  statesmen,  civilians,  and  jurists,  have  an  interest  in  this  matter. 
1  and  they  vrill  judffe  us  on  other  grounds,  anid  in  reforonce  to  our  standards^  and 
'rules  of  action,  ana  not  as  we  shall  be  judged  by  the  ^reat  mass.  They  will  indge 
by  the  rules  of  the  "  book,"  according  as  our^  action  is  founded  on  focts,  and  is  m 
accordance  with  the  roles  of  that  book  which  contains  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
tile  Church.  This  consideration  vrill  certainly  occupy  your  minds  on  this  question. 
I  have  only  to  add,  and  with  this  remark  I  snail  taLe  my  seat,  waiting  results  not 
vrithout  solicitude  and  anxiety,— not  without  the  deepest  concern  for  t£e  peipetnal 
union,  and  undivided  interests  of  this  jgreat  body ;  but  calm,  and  perfecUy  nndia- 
tnrbed,  waiting  the  issue,  and  committmg  all  to  God.  A  word  about  deooram,  and 
the  mode  of  conducting  your  debates.  I  myself  love  to  hear  hard  arguments,  but 
I  love  to  hear  them  in  soft  words ;  and  I  believe  that  any  man  who  has  carefully  ' 
weighed  this  matter  will  concede  tiiat  aiguments  are  proportionably  stranger  as 
they  are  conveyed  in  soft  words.  The  efiect  of  argument  m  debate  cectainly  doea 
not  depend  on  the  loudness  with  whi(^  we  speak,  it  is  not  necessary  to  raise  your 
voices  BO  that  yon  may  be  heard  in  the  remotest  parts  of  this  house,  and  evea  in 
the  street  Let  me  admonish  brethren  who  may  take  part  in  this  discussion  tiiat 
it  is  far  from  being  important  to  their  case  that  tney  should  use  great  strength  of 
voice,  and  where  tins  is  done  an  almost  universal  opinion  is  awakened  tiiat  there  is 
undue  excitement  of  passion  in  the  case.  Avoid  all  reflection  on  each  other.  Meet 
brethren's  argumentB  if  you  can.  Confote  those  arguments  if  you  can,  but  do  it  in 
a  Christian  spirit,  and  with  a  calm  and  undisturbed  mind.  Then  whatever  sbsll  be 
the  report  concerning  the  General  Conference,  it  shall  at  least  be  said  that  we  have 
conducted  ourselves  with  that  calmness,  and  with  that  Christian  and  ministerial 
sobrie^  which  becomes  so  grave  an  assembly,  and  so  grave  a  questkm.  I  thank 
the  conference  for  their  indiugence  while  I  biave  spoken. 
Dr.  Dorbin  said,  he  desired  to  contribute  what  he  could  to  prevent  diffi- 
,  culties  arising  in  the  discussion  of  this  question,  and  with  that  parpoae  he 
I  would  ioqnire  whether  Bishop  Andrew  admitted  having  been  the  legal  owner  of 
slaves. 
The  point  was  frankly  oonoeded  by  the  friends  of  the  bistvp,  that  he  did  hj 
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^  I  IxooBw  legilljf  tiio  owDisf  of  tlavcif  until  liy  dood  of  trait  lio  nMngned 
ikem  to  his  wife. 

Mr.  Sandford  then  addressed  the  confiarenoe.  He  said  that  he  desired  most  ^ 
ftrdeady  that  there  might  be  no  uaneoesaanr  discnssion  oa  tbe^  resehitioa  now 
before  them.  The  matter  seemed  to  him  to  be  confined  to  one  single  point,  viz., 
the  expediency  of  making  this  request  of  Bishop  Andrew.  He  presumed  that  no  \ 
man  would  dispute  their  ri^t  to  make  the  reqmast,  tboufh  they  might  differ  as  to 
the  expediency  of  doing  it.  He  (Mr.  S.)  thought  it  highly  expedient  He  would 
briefly  glance  at  his  reasons  for  this.  In  the  m^ority  of  tiie  oonferences  which 
compoae  our  Church,  if  something  be  not  done  to  remove  the  evil  connected 
with  the  superintendence  of  Bishop  Andrew  out  of  the  way,  they  could  not  poe»| 
sibly  avoid  convulsions,  and  the  loss  of  very  lar^  numbers  of  members,  and  giv<a{ 
opportunity  to  their  enemies  to  exert  a  deetruotive  influence  within  the  ranks  of 
their  community.  This  was  dear  and  certain,  and  did  not  admit  of  a  single  doubt  ( 
and  this  he  beheved  to  be  the  firm  conviction  on  the  mind  of  the  conference.  It 
was  on  this,  and  on  tins  alone,  that  he  wished  to  rest  the  expediency  of  the 
measure  now  proposed ;  and  highly  expedient  as  be  thought  it,  and  vast  as  were 
die  consequences  that  hung  upon  it,  he  entered  upon  the  measure  with  extrena 
rehictaace :  and  though  not  so  immediately  connected  with  those  who  would  ba 
involved  in  Uie  consequences  of  it  as  some  others,  yet  he  lotted  at  it  with  stranM 
feelings,  and  on  ardent  desire  to  prevent,  as  &r  as  possible,  evils  that  mi^t  ba 
-  aecesMrUy  connected  with  the  adoption  of  the  measure.  If  he  thought  it  possible, 
consistent  with  the  established  principles  under  which  they  had  always  exisV 
ed,  and  with  the  great  interests  of  the  M.  £.  Church*  he  would  most  gladly  waive 
Jie  matter.  To  leave  Bishop  Andrew  in  the  relation  he  at  present  stood  toward 
Jiem  would  be  a  matter  of  great  rejoicing  to  his  heart  Bttt  that  was  utteil^^ 
■npossiUe,  without  admitting  a  great  evil  mto  the  Church,  and  he  saw  no  other 
alternative  than  the  one  proposed.  He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  tiiat 
when  he  gave  his  feeble  ftifluence  in  promoting  the  measure  now  proposed,  ^t  it  / 
was  with  the  full  and  unequivocal  beuef  that  it  did  not  at  all  affect  the  mimsterkl  | 
ohaFBctar  or  standing  of  tne  bishop.  All  tiiev  proposed  to  do,  and  all  that  waa 
necessary,  was  just  to  place  him  where  they  fiMmd  him  when  they  put  him  into 
the  superintendency. 

He  accorded  to  the  southern  brethren,  who  lived  in  the  midst  of  this  great  evil, 
all  that  he  would  accord  to  those  who  lived  where  it  had  no  existence.  '  He  did 
lot  wish  them  to  eigoy  any  smaller  privileges  than  they  now  enjoyed  because  they 
xrere  embarrassed  witii  an  evil  like  tius ;  and  he  wished  those  brethren  distinctly  to 
juaderstand,  and  he  spoke  the  sentiments  of  die  mi^^ty  in  that  conference,  that 
*iiey  did  not  wish  at  all  to  place  any  greater  difficulties  in  their  Wby,  or  to  appear 
to  undervalue  their  Christian  and  ministerial  character,  by  the  course  which  they 
felt  themselves  in  this  matter  compelled  to  take.  He  could  enlarge^  but  did  not 
wish  to  occupy  a  single  moment  of  their  time^  more  than  was  necessary,  and  ha 
was  in  hopes  that  he  might  be  made  the  instrument,  by  these  observations,  of 
saving  the  precious  and  invaluable  time  of  the  conference. 

Dr.  Winans  next  addressed  the  conference.    He  said,  I  appreciate  the  remarks 
ef  our  venerable  superintendent,  especially  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  this 
discussion  should  be  conducted.    There  is  one  point,  however,  on  which  I  must 
put  in  a  disclaimer  against  the  inference  which  the  bishop's  remarks  would  waiw 
lant.    I  cannot  speak  on  any  sulgect  without  speakinj^  loud ;  and  I  beg  to  adver- . 
tise  this  conference^  and  the  spectators,  that  in  speaking  loud  I  give  no  indication  i 
of  exasperated  feeling.    It  is  the  misfortune  of  my  coristitotion,  and  depends  on  no  j 
particular  excitement  on  the  ({uestion,  and  I  approach  this  subject  with  as  much 
calmness  as  I  do  anjr  other.    It  may  be,  sir,  that  it  is  the  calmness  of  despair,  yet 
result  it  from  what  it  may,  I  am  catim,  and  perfectly  so.    That  the  ccmference  has 
a  richt,  an  abstract  right,  with  or  without  cause,  to  reouest  any  member  of  thati 
bod^  to  retire  from  the  episcopacy,  I  am  not  prepared  to  deny.    I  will  readily* 
admit,  Mr.  President,  that  if  you,  or  any  one  of  jour  venerable  body,  should  ba 
subject  to  that  fearfel  misfortune,  alienation  of  mmd,  it  would  be  proper  to  obtain 
your  consent  to  retire  from  your  very  important  stetion,  if  indeed  you^  might  be 
competent  to  give  your  consent  in  such  a  case..    X  do  not,  then,  dispute  tha 
abstract  right  en  this  conference  to  memorialize  Bishop  Andrew  on  the  subject  of 
his  retiring  from  the  office  he  sustains ;  nor  do  I  conceive  it  to  be  out  of  the  limits 
of  that  proper  right  for  each  member  to  assign  the  reasons  for  adopting  a  conrsa 
flD  mnsual    CooHDeding  this  right,  I  claim,  on  the  other  ^hand,  a  .fall  and  pevfeot 


i^fattar  evttj  raonber  to  asigs  Uie  reuMM  wfarlie  afaooldnot  jom  in  tftunaoeili 
It  ifl  forther  the  priTilege  of  ereir  member,  cloflely  to  Bcratinixe,  and'  li^afy  to 
oriticiM  the  reasons  assigned  for  tnis  remarkable*  act,  by  those  who  moTe  it  If 
will  be  my  purpose  to  use  hard  argomentSi  but  not  hara  terms,  tbourii  I  conleas  I 
find  it  dimcolt  to  avoid  them.  If,  however,  I  do  nse  hard  terms,  they  shall  not 
ptoceed  firom  haid  feelings. 

I  do  not  know,  sir,  whether  I  am  to  consider  it  at  all  necessaiy  to  notice  te 
argnmentB  that  have  been  already  presented  in  siipport  of  the  request  which  is 
attempted  to  be  made  to  the  bishop.  But  I  shall  call  your  attention,  and  the  atten- 
tion or  the  conference,  to  ^e  arguments  in  the  preamble  of  the  resolution  inviting 
the  bishop  to  retire.  I  say,  then,  that  the  fint  statement,  the  very  first  statement 
or  proposition  in  the  preamble  is  not  true.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  those  who 
placed  it  there  intended  to  state  an  untruth.  I  believe  they  thought  it  was  true 
when  they  made  the  statement ;  but  according  to  my  views  of  the  matter  it  is  not 

I  true  that  the  settled  and  invariable  nsage  of  the  M.  E  Churoh  has  been  not  to 
elect  a  person  having  slaves  to  &e  office  of  a  bishop.  The  mere  fiast  that  a  thing 
has  not  Men  done,  does  not  constitute  usage.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  fiict  that  no  alave* 
holder  has  been  elected,  and  it  would  be  true  to  affirm  that  it  has  been  the  invari- 
able custom  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  choose  for  bishops  those  who  were  not  slave- 
holden.  It  may  be,  sir,  that  slaveholders  have  never  possessed  an  individual 
among  them  Suitable  for  the  office ;  or  sectional  matters  may  have  influenced  the 
vote.  How  are  we  to  arrive  at  the  fiu^t,  that  the  mere  election  oi  a  nnn>not  a 
slaveholder  proves  the  settled  usage  of  not  electing  slaveholden  7  The  tenn  ia 
hnproperly  employed,  and  I  could  prove  beyond  question  that  this  has  not  boos 
the  usase  of  the  Chuch.  I  could  take  you  back  to  the  General  Conference  at 
J*hiladeiphia,  and  show  that  i^  was  in  the  nurpose  of  the  western  and  middle  men 
to  ch<xMe  for  the  %  office  of  bishop  a  slaveholder,  and  in  aU  probability  he  would 
have  been  elected  to  the  office,  had  there  not  been  management  and  mterferenoe 
f  on  the  part  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  defeat  the  dbsi^.  The  usage  of  the 
I  Church  is  not  a^inst  the  election  of  a  slav^iolder  to  the  office  of  bishop.  I  will 
'  correct  myself-4  should  say,  such  a  bishop  would  have  been  elected,  tiad  it  not 
been  for  the  management  and  trickery,  not  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  but  of 
certain  members  ofthat  conference. 

Sd.  The  next  point  is  more  palpably  untrue  than  that  I  have  just  dismissed.  It 
is  not  true  in  pomt  of  fiict,  though  it  has  the  show  of  truth.  It  goes  on  die  princi- 
ple that  Bishop  Andrew  was  eloDted  to  the  office  on  southern  nomination.  Thalt 
some  southern  brethren  Were  concerned  in  his  nomination  is  true,  and  we  do  not 
jdeny  it.  But  that  the  southern  party-,  the  great  southern  sectional  division  of  the 
/M.  £.  Church,  elected  him,  is  not  true,  and  it  is  well  known  not  to  be  Uie  htL 
t  There  viras  a  report  prevailing  that  some  southern  brethren  were  drawn  into  a  con* 
S|iirac}[  by  winch  the  rights  of  the  south  would  have  been  invaded.  Brother 
Pickering  nominated  a  man  to  the  office  who  was  known  to  be  a  slaveholder,  and 
who  womd  have  been  elected  had  not  Bishop  Andrew— « 

Mr.  Pickering.     I  would  correct  the  brother.    I  never  nominated  any  such  man. 

Dr.  Winans.  I  am  ^ad.  to  bo  corrected,  sir;  but  there  are  on  the  floor  of  this 
house  those  who  are  enlisted  in  the  enterprise  of  degrading  Bishop  Andrew  firom 
his  office  who  did  propose  such  a  measure.  When  we  stated  on  this  question,  that 
we  were  prepared  to  vote  for  a  slaveholder  for  die  office  dP  bishop,  we  were  met 
by  the  introoncticm  of  James  O.  Andrew,  and  but  for  this  a  slaveholder  would  in 
afi  probability  have  been  elected  in  1832,  and  selected  by  northern  and  westen 
men.  I  do  not  believe  that  I  shall  be  contradicted  on  this  subject,  and  in  contra- 
diction to  the  statement  ia  the  preamble  of  this  resolution  I  may  say,  that  we  only 
just  missed  the  election  of  a  slavefaolding  bishop. 

Well,  now,  air,  what  are  the  iiicts  of  the  case  7  Let  us  look  theifi  in  the  fi»e. 
Suppose  it  had  been  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  Methodism-«-though  itis  not, 
and  you  know  it  is  not,  you  dare  not  assert  it,  for  the  Discipline  stares  you  in  the 
free,  if  you  do— but  suppose  it  vms  contrary  to  the  Discipline  to  elect  a  man  to  das 
office  who  held  slaves;  suppose  all  this,  what  are  the  facts  of  the  caset  Why. 
diat  Bishop  Andrew  had  no  part  in  constituting  himself  a  slaveholder,  inasmuch  as 
he  gave  no  consent  thereto,  and  had  no  opportunity  of  expressing  his  dissent.  This^ 
I  presume,  will  not  be  denied,  inasmucn  as  die  Inshop's  statement  having  been 
inoorpomted  in  the  preamble,  was  presumed  to  be  true.  Well,  then,  what  does 
^  he  say  in  the  first  instance  ?  Why,  that  without  his  consent,  and  indeed  aganiat  it 
«-for  he  laboured  to  ftoe  die  gid  who  vraa  left  to  him.  but  was  ovemded  bytba 
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^i  &ct  tiiat  tlia  ski  at  yeu*  ^  diacretioii  vad  inteSigeiice,  prafenred  to  be^ 
jk^y^vod  refiued  to  be  set  free.  This  would  a|^f>ear  strange  to  tte  north,  but  we 
in  tfae  aoatfa  know  all  about  it  Well,  hj  the  girl's  own  free  and  'unrestrained  i 
datennination  to  oontinue  his  slave,  he  was  fnrevenl^  from  emancipatmg  her,  and 
her  wiU  bound  ham  up  to  the  destiny  of  being  a  slaveholder,  in  spite  of  all  his 
desiie  to  the  contrary.  The  other  case  is  of  a  simihu:  cfasracter ;  the  providentiBl 
devolvement  npon  hun  of  a  slave  whom  he  now  declares  free  to  go  when  and 
wfaecever  he  will,  provided  there  be  asanranoe  that  he  will  be  provided  for,  or 
will  be  able  to  provide  for  himself.  Bishop  Andrew  did  not  wish  to  be  a  slave- 
holder, but  became  one  in  spite  of  his  efforts  to  ^le  contrarv. 

Well,  he  was  a  slavebolder  in  1840,  exposed  to  the  malecuction  of  the  north,  and 
iust  as  unfit  for  the  generai  snperintendency  of  the  Union  in  December,  1843,  asf 
u  January,  1844,  for  he  was  Ihen  a  daveholder.  And  what  harm  was  there  in' 
raanyin^  a  wonum  who  had  been  prononnced  by  one  of  the  most  venerated  of 
our  ministers  to  be  as  fit  a  lady  for  a  bishop's  wiie  as  he  ever  saw  7  What  evil  had 
lie  done  by  becoming  a  slavehdder  further  by  that  marriage,  when  he  was  already 
a  slaveholder  beyond  control?  What  had  he  done  by  that  mairiage  to  prejudice 
his  case  7  Just  nothing  at  aU,  for  he  was  already  a  slaveholder  by  immutable 
necessity.  In.farming  a  matrimonial  alliance,  in  seeking  one  who  was  to  become 
tlie  mother  of  his  childTen  and  the  companion  of  his  declining  years,  he  had  mar* 
tied  a  pious  and  estimable  lady,  and  that  is  the  whole  matter ;  and  yet  he  is 
advised  to  leave  the  Biq>ermtenaencron  this  around.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is 
the  only  ground  maintained  by  the  advocates  of  the  resolution. 

What  has  he  done  by  executina  the  deed  of  trust?    What  did  he  do  to  alter  the 

Sisition  of  the  slaves  7  Did  he  bring  upon  &em  any  consequences  prejudicial  to 
em  7  Or  did  he  incur  any  obliaation  to  dejirive  tiiat  lad^  of  her  proper^  because 
she  had  given  him  her  hand  7  Why,  the  position  will  be  this,  that  James  O.  Andrew 
must  cease  to  be  a  bishop  because  he  nas  married  a  lady;  for  he  has  done  these 
ne^groes  no  harm  bv  his  momMitary  possessiim  of  them.  Was  it  his  duty  to  many 
this  lady  in  order  that  he  might  set  these  slaves  free  7  If  not,  did  such  duty  arise 
out  of  the  (act  that  he  had  married  the  lady  7  The  proposition  condemns  itself, 
inasmuch  as  a  change  of  relation  has  taken  place  by  marryina  that  lady,  and  he  is 
now  no  loiu^er  a  sUveholdBr  except  against  his  consent.  Bv  tne  providence  of  God 
at  first,  and  by  the  unsolicited  operations  of  fellow-beings,  he  is  constituted  a  slave- 
bolder,  from  which  relation  the  laws  of  Georgia  will  not  permit  him  to  disenaage 
himself.  Being  in  this  situation,  and  ^eing  exposed  to  the  resentment  of  the 
north,  he  marries  an  interesting  woman,  and  places  her  property  back  in  her  hands, 
under  the  precise  oiroumstances  in  which  it  was  before  the  marriage.  And  in  nritq 
of  all  this,  this  General  Conference  gravely  meditates  the  act  of  removing  him  from 
that  office  he  has  filled  with  such  entire  satis&ction  to  ^e  Church, 

But,  sir,  the  main  point  relied  upon  in  this  matter,  is  the  expediency  of  the  course 
contemplated.    Expediency !    Or,  in  other  words,  such  a  state  of  things  has  been 
gotten  up  in  the  north  and  m  the  west  as  renders  it  necessary  for  Bishop  Andrew  to 
retire  from  the  office  of  the  superintendency ,  if  we  would  preserve  the  union  of  the 
Church.    Sir,  I  will  meet  this  by  another  argument  on  expediencv.    By  the  vote 
contemplated  by  this  body,  and  solicited  by  this  resolution,  you  vrm  render  it  expe-' 
dient^— nay,  more,  you  render  it  indispensable— nay,  more,  you  render  it  utuon-  '] 
troUably  n«c«««ary,  diat  as  large  a  portion  of  the  Churcb— and,  permit  me  to  add,  a  l 
portion  always  conformed  in  their  views  and  practices  to  the  Discipline  of  the  Church  l 
— I  say  that  by  this  vote  you  render  it  indi^pensaUy,  ay,  unoontrollaibly  necessary  i 
that  that  portion  of  the  Church  should  I  dread  to  pronounce  the  word,  but  you 

underBtand  me.  Yes,  sir,  yon  create  an  uncontrollable  neoessi^  that  there  should 
be  a  disconnection  of  that  large  portion  of  the  Church  from  your  body.  It  is  not 
because  there  are  prejudices  waaed,  np  by  unceasing  agitation  year  after  year,  in 
opposition  to  the  spirit  and  language  of  ilie  Disciplme,  but  it  arises  out  of  tne  esta* 
bnshed  laws  of  society-*-from  a  state  of  things  that  is  under  the  control  .of  political  » 
and  civil  government,  which  no  minister  of  the  Gospel  can  contnd  or  influence  in 
the  smallest  decree.  If  you  pass  this  action  ia  the  mildest  form  in  which  you  can 
approach  the  bishop,  you  will  throw  eveiv  minister  in  the  souili  kort  dm,  e<mbe$i; 
yon  will  cut  us  off  from  all  connection  with  masters  and  servants,  and  vnll  leave  us 
no  optipn — God  is  my  witness  that  I  speak  with  aJl  sincerity  of  purpose  toward  you 
*^-*but  to  be  disconnected  with  your  body.  If  such  necessity  exists  on  your  part  to 
drive  this  man  fivm  his  ofiice,  we  reassert  that  this  must  be  the  result  of  your  actioil 
m  this  matter.    We  have  no  will,  no  cbnice  in  this  tbing.    It  comes  upon  ^la  as 


\  dMtm^;  it  eamwwiak  ov«rwl^eifainDff  force,  and  aU-ws  ema&»u  to  mbaAtaK. 


hot  ihiB,  then^vptM  before  yoa,  and  tben  give  such  weight  us  yaa  tfamk  fitting  te 
the  argument  kw  expediency  embrvced  in  the  preamble  to  ttda  teaolntioo,  ana  let 
that  deteanine  your  vote  in  this  matter.  There  may  come  a  time  when  yoor  hearta 
will  bleed  at  the  recollection  c^  havins  cut  off  from  your  body— for  we  will  never 
go  Tolnntarily— as  finn  aad  good  friends,  and  as  honest  in  oar  attachment  to  DiacK 
phne,  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Chnrch.  Yes ;  the  time  macy  come  in  tout  alWr 
fives  when  yoa  will  lament  an  act  that  has  been  done  so  hmriemy.  I  jay  fanrrisdly, 
beoanse  it  has  been  scarcely  three  weeks  under  con8idemtio&— faoniedly,  because 
you  have  had  no  interoonrae  with  your  sodetieB  on  the  subject— hnrriedly,  becanae 
the  qaestion  has  not  even  been  mooted  in  those  regions  wnere  you  ^prebend  your 
difficulty-^-and  hmriedly,  because  you  are  cutting  off  thirteen  hunsoed  preachers 
and  four  hi^idred  and  fifty  thousand  members,  against  whom  lies  no  allegacion  of 
having  Hleparted  from  the  principles  and  laws  of  your  book  of  DtMopline.  Sir,  I 
protest  against  the  vote  that  is  sought  on  this  question;  and  I  ccvgure  vou  by  the 
love  of  Qodf  by  yoor  regard  for  the  Discipline  of  the  Chnreh,  and  by  the  interesaa 
of  the  south,  to  pause  ere  you  take  thiB  step.  I  throw  out  of  the  considenition  the 
interests  of  the  mastore  of  slaves,  those  hated,  and  abhorred,  and  despised  beings—* 
I  leave  cot  of  the  qaestion  the  spiritual  welfive  of  thousands  of  those  j)Oor  oppressed 
people  for  whose  interests  and  weliiare  yon  profess  so  much  solicitatioii — ^tfao  bleed* 
mg  slave  himseU^  cut  off,  by  your  action,  from  our  approach,  ministry,  and  oonnsels 
—I  leave  these  thingB  out  of  the  question,  and  conjure  you  to  let  the  union  of  our 
beloved  Church  pl^d  effectually  to  prevent  you  from  giving  the  vote  which  is 
■ought  by  this  resolution.  Already,  (and  perhaps  this  may  be  the  last  time  I  shall 
have  the  OTOK>rtanity  to  speak  on  the  floor  <n  this  General  Conference,  >  I  say,  already 
the  evil  ettecti  of  the  abolition  excitement  are  becoming  upiMrent,.  lor  to  that  is  te 
be  traced  the  dire  necessity  you  idead  in  the  case.    It  has  hedged  in  the  i 


rvotet 
(and  pre* 

vent  the  pemiciouB  effects  of  such  action  as  is  at  present  lought  at  your  hands  f    I 
leave  the  matter  with  you,  and  your  conscience,  and  your  God. 

Mr.  Bowen  rose  and  said,  I  have  a  few  remarks  to  make,  and  I  presume  I  shall 
be  heard.  The  subject  has  assumed  an  attitude  in  which  I  suppose  it  becomes  me 
to  ftpeak  out  explicitly  my  views  and  feelings  in  relation  to  iu  The  case  before  us 
htt  been  preceded  by  those  conciliiUory  mevements,  which  ought  to  characterize  die 
incipient  action  of  this  body;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  we  are  now  come  to  « 
pofait  where  it  is  proper  and  necessary  that  we  should  unequivocally  express  our 
views  on  the  main  point.  It  occuired  to  me  that  the  brother  last  on  the  floor  had 
overlooked  one  circumstance  in  connection  vnth  the  history  of  the  bishop.  He  sup- 
posed him  e^qually  liable  to  the  action  of  this  conference,  by  way  of  compUdnt,  at 
the  last  session  of  the  body  as  at  the  present  time,  since  he  was  ttien  as  much  con- 
nected with  slavery  as  now.     This  seems  to  have  been  the  fact;  but  it  should  be 

I  understood  that  the  fiict  was  not  then  known,  at  least  to  the  northern  delegations. 

I  He  proceeded  to  visdioste  the  bishop  against  ihe  imputation  of  crime.  We  have 
made  no  such  charge.  It  may  be  expement  to  request  him  to  resign  his  oflSoe  on 
other  grounds,  because,  he  has  vohmtarily  become  comiected  with  slavery.  The 
questaon  may  arise,  to  be  sure,  whether  he  has  become  connected  with  it  vohmta- 
ril^r  or  invelnntarily ;  but  assuming  that  he  has  not  become  connected  with  it  volun* 
tanly,  it  might,  even  on  that  ground— on  that  supposition— be  expedient  to  request 
faun,  under  the  circumstanoes,  to  resign  his  office.    We  deprecate  die  idea  of  « 

I  division,  su*.  We  know  that  our  ereat  republic  is  connected  together  by  the  two* 
fold  ties  of  civil  aad  ecclesiastical  union.  We  are  aware,  that  to  dissolve  one  of 
these  ties  would  weaken  the  union  of  the  whole,  and,  viewed  under  a  civil  aspect 
exclunyety,  vre  start  back  from  the  yeir  idea;  but,  sir,  it  must  be  allowed  Aat 
secession  is  preferable  to  achism.  By  scnism,  of  course,  is  understood  a  divi«jon  in 
the  Chureh;  and  if  this  must  prevail  throughout  the  whole  connection — if  the  eon* 
yulskais  must  be  felt  from  centre  to  eiroumforence,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the  dis- 
position to  pause  in  the  choice  of  such  an  evil  must  lead  us  to  secession  rather  diaa 
schism.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  our  venerable  bishop  has  rendered  himself  unB> 
▼oilable  as  a  general  superintendent.  These,  in  part,  sir,  are  the  views  which  have 
ooeured  to  me.  It  appeen  to  me  that  vre  have  the  control  of  every  officer  in  the^ 
Chnreh  t  and,  in  our  belief,  the  interests  of  the  Church,  the  peace  and- prosperity  <if 
the  entire  body»  require  this  meaame-^we  do  it  from  «  foil  oonylctioD  that  we  are 
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JlK^faaargmc  a  tauh  wad  rasponsible  dntgr,  makbg  no  gaini  in  a  ftepdratioit-tf  any  i  . 
pmtion  of  ^  Cnnich  sfaooU  deem  thenMelves  called  npon  to  aeeede,  however  v«  « 
mOBt  deprecate  Bnch  an  event,  it  is  unavoidable.    It  does  leem  to  ns,  that  while  wa 
dtieriBh  the  6e8t  feding  toward  die  MQtheni  breduwn,  and  wonld  not  th^ 
iniplication  upon  their  moral  or  religboa  character— it  does  seem  to  ns  that  we  are 
oaUed,mMm  to  sustain  die  resohition  offered  by.  Ihe  brother  from  Baltsmore. 

Dr.  Pieroe  next  spoke  as  fcllows:^!  have  arisen,  sir,  on  this  occasion  without 
any  mtention  of  attempting,  m  the  present  stage  of  diis  important  matter,  Co  make 
a  set  speech.  Though  my  name  may  have  been  known  a  long  time  as  a  delegate  in 
(the  General  Conferenoe,  to  this  day  it  is  equally  well  known  that  I  have  never  in 
my  life,  with  a  very  few  exceptidns,  attempted  to  enter  the  list  with  debaters; 
and  when  I  have  ever  attempted  to  say  anything  in  the  General-  Conference,  it  baa 
been  alone  in  view  of  some  principle  that  I  believed  to  be  too  precious  and  too  con* 
servative  in  its  natnre  to  be  yielded  withont  an  effort  on  my  part.  I  am  induced, 
aX  this  time,  to  ask  the  indulgence  of- the  conference  for  a  few  moments  for  reasons 
which  I  believe  I  am  folly  authorized  to  entertain,  but  which  I  wish  it  distmclly 
tmderstood  I  do  not  affirm  to  have  been  uttered  substantially  or  particularly,  as  my 
mmd  is  impressed  on  this  Occasion.  Sir,  it  has  been  more  thui  thirty-nine  years 
imce  I  gave  myself,  withont  reserve,  to  this  great  body  of  mimsters  and  peoplei 
and  inasmuch  as  my  friends  have  always  honoured  me  with  a  seat  in  the  QeMnl 
Conference,  I  am  induced  to  say  what  I  intend  to  say  at  tins  stage  of  this  moment- 
ous and  afifecting  movement,  fo  the  reason  that  I  believe  it  has  been  at  least  fel^ 
If  not  expressed,  diat  my  utter  silence  on  this  sulMect  was  Buscef>tible  of  being  con- 
strued into  a  hope  that  I  was  more  inclined  to  yield  the  matter  in  dispute  dum  some 
of  mv  brethren  tnm  the  south,  younger  and  more  ardent  than  myself.  I  beg  to  say, 
sir,  mat  if  this  opinion  has  been  in  anywise  entertained,  there  could  not  have  been 
aj^reater  mistake.    I  believe,  in  so  fer  as  our  feeUngs  go,  we  are  an  undivided  body;  i 


and  I  hope  it  will  be  a  part  of  my  epitaph,  if  I  am  honoured  with  one  when  I  am 
dead,  that,  to  the  last  line  of  this  business,  I  entered  my  protest  against  the  conse^ 
4|aeiices  connected  with  the  resolution. 

I  rise,  secondly,  te  endorse  all  that  my  beloved  brother  from  the  Mississqjpi  Con* 
ference  has  uttered  on  this  snl^eet.  It  is  true  to  the  letter;  and  if  this  venerable 
body  of  ministers  can  deliberately,  in  the  fear  of  God,  with  the  book  of  Discipline  in 
their  hands,  and  doubtless  in  their  minds,  decide  by  vote  to  submit  the  request  in 
Aat  resolution  to  our  beloved  superintendent,  we  wish  to  notify  them  all,  and  sin- 
gular—and we  do  not  assume  an  opinion  for  ibe  south,  but  utter  the  opinion  of  the 
south  upon  this  subjec^*that  to  leanest  Bishop  Andrew  to  resign  on  account  of  the 
matter  m  dispute  here,  is  only  another  way  of  requesting  him  to  yield  a  princif^e 
vital  to  the  unity  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh.  What  may  come  hereafter, 
or  what  may  eome  up  in  the  settlement  of  the  vote  on  this  resolution,  will  be  for 
after  thought  and  after  movement  There  can  be  no  other  conclusion  than  dna 
reachedbyanyman  who  is  acquainted  with  the  local  affairs  of  the  southern  portioa 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Can  anybody,  therefore,  expect  that  this  man, 
blameless  before  heaven  and  beibre  this  congregation  of  ministers,  even  if  he  were 
asked  to  do  this  thing  by  two-thirds  of  this  conference,  could  do  it,  would  do  it,  dare 
do  it,  with  the  effects  tbiat  would  grow  out  of  the  movement  written,  with  the  foiffer 
of  God,  upon  his  heart?  Is  it  the  doctrine  of  expediency,  sir  7  I  believe  that  ttda 
418  the  only  plea  that  can  be  put  in  that  has  one  single  vestige  either  of  truth,  iuBtioe,^ 
or  uruprieiy ;  and  allow  me  to  say,  that  tmless  I  am  greatly  mistaken,  the  aaoption 
of  the  resolution  now  before  the  General  Conference,  on  the  ground  of  expediency, 
is  an  act  done  by  Methodist  nunisters  by  which,  in  Ae  very  nature  of  the  case,  they 
invert  the  estabudied  order  of  the  New  Testament  In  the  difficulties  which  arose 
in  the  Chnroh  in  the  days  of  the  great  apostle  to  the  Gentiles,  he  said,  in  reference 
to  this  point,  "  All  things  are  lawfol  for  me,  but  all  things  are  not  exjpedieBt"  Shall 
we  ask  Bishop  Andrew  to  pay  this  tribute  to  expedient  ?  Why,  if  it  were  lawful 
to  demand  it,  and  the  vielcung  of  it  veonld  prodooe  socn  disastrous  resuks  as  mnafe 
be  produced,  it  would  oe  inexpedient  for  this  body  cf  God-fearing  ministers  to  make 
any  such  demand.  To  the  law  and  to  the  testimany  I  feel  myself  bound  closely  to 
adnete.  I  would  not  say  anything  that  has  been  said  by  any  predecessor  in  tfaia 
case;  yet  I  beg  leave  to  add,  jp  further  confirmation  of  the  remarks  made  by  my 
worthy  brother  Winans,  that  of  aU  noticnB  that  were  ever  defended  before  a  body 
of  Chnatian  mimsteiB,  the  notion  of  addng  an  act  of  this  sort  on  tiie  ground  of  expe- 
diency, when  it  is  as  ineniedieat  for  one  portion  of  aumited  body  of  Christians  to 
do  tins  as  it  is  expedient  tor  the  other  thai  it  should  bo  done^  is,  to  me,  the  moat 
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isvffd  moAaj  of  all  MNUid  logic  Do  that  wfaach  ib  inespedieiit  fin*  nM,  hecmtm, 
tor  you,  it  10  expedient !  Neyer,  while  the  heavens  are  above  the  earth,  let  that  be 
I  recoivled  on  the  joumalB  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epiicopal 
Church!  What  is  the  evidence  that  it  is  expedient  that  ihis^  thing  should  be dooe 
in  any  portions  of  these  growing  states?  The  opinion  and  testimony  of  the  brethreni 
Take  our  brethren  on  their  own  gronnd  in  other  portions  of  the  United  States  equally 
linked  togeth^  by  that  golden  cnain  which,  if  it  be  possible  to  avert  it,  I  pray  God 
may  never  be  broken.  Do  you  ask  us  how  this  matter  is  to  be  met?  It  is  to  b^ 
met  by  the  conservative  principle  and  the  compromise  laws  of  this  book  of  Disc»> 
'         ' '        "  odrew  has  violated  an' 


pline.  Show  your  people  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  violated  any  one  of  the  esta- 
olished  rules  and  regulations  of  this  Church,  and  that  he  reftises  to  oooferm  hitnas>^ 
to  those  established  laws  and  usages,  and  you  put  yourselves  in  the  right,  and  us  in 
the  wrong. 

My  beurved  brethren,  there  is  but  one  man  older  than  myself  in  the  land  that  ] 
live  m  who  is  now  in  the  ministry,  and  he  is  at  present  an  mefficient  man.  I  am 
Hoe  oldest  efficient  nunisteir  belonein^  to  the  Georgia  Conference.  I  never  wedded 
my  heart  to  my  fiunily  with  leas  desires  that  this  wedlock  should  be  ruptored,  than 
I  did  to  the  Church  which  fotmd  me  a  sinner,  and  I  hope,  throogh  God's  grace,  wiQ 
land  me  in  heaven.  And  since  the  day  that  I  made  myself  acquainted  with  the 
Methodist  Church — and  will  the  recordm^  angel  write  it  this  moment  in  the  book 
of  eternity-— I  affirm,  that,  so  fiu-  as  religion  ras  been  concerned  in  the  south,  no 

Suestion  has  ever  done  so  much  harm  to  saving  godliness  as  4he  intermeddling  of 
le  Methodist  Church  with  the  question  of  slavezy ;  and  could  the  cap  of  heu  be 
i  lifted  tonday,  I  fear  that  the  ^ans  of  many  damned  would  be  heard  cominj^  up, 

I  and  dating  the  ground  of  theur  fall  firom  the  merciless  act  of  the  Church  agamst  a 
free  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  The  Methodist  Church  may  Ittve  had 
mnch  to  do  virith  slavery  in  the  concrete,  as  it  is  called,  but  has  no  more  busBMsa 
with  slavery  in  the  abstract  than  with  the  tariff;  and,  what  is  a  forest  misfbrtone, 
yon  may  put  what  construction  you  please  on  your  actions  and  domgs  in  this  case, 
but  you  have  "  passed  the  Bubicon."  In  the  year  1836  I  desired  that  a  protest 
should  ht  entered  on  the  journal  of  the  conference  against  what  was  then  b^e^^ 
to  be  the  doctrine,  that  any  man  who,  by  any  circumstance,  was  connected  with 
domestic  slavery,  should  be  deemed  as  hving  under  an  act  of  outlawty  with  tlds 
Church. 

>  ^  Finally,  I  say,  pass  this  resolution,  and  the  whole  of  the  southern  states  are  hmled 
'into  confusion  at  once ;  snd  the  brother  that  would  lie  down  to  be  trampled  upon 
;  by  such  an  act  of  this  body,  would  be  regarded  as  unworthy  the  office  he  held,  and 
.'  unworthy  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Jesus.  I  am  against  the  resolution,  and  am  glad 
•  to  make  it  known  that  I  am  against  it  on  principles  pore  as  those  that  kindle  die 
glory  of  hiffh  heaven— -not  because  I  am  a  pro-slavery  man,  but  because  God  did  not 
call  me  to  legislate  on  these  matters. 

After  some  remarks  itam  various  speakers,  and  from  Mr.  Early  on  the  ii^jurioas 
effects  the  passage  of  this  resolution  would  have  on  the  temponul  nroapects  of 
the  southern  brethren,  the  conference  adjourned  until  half<past  uree  in  lbs 
afternoon. 

ArrXRMOOH  BBSaiOS. 

Mr.  Wm.  Cooper  moved  that  the  subject  under  discussion  in  the  forenoon  be 
postponed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  to^norrow.  * 

Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  opposed.  Mr.  CoUms  and  Dr.  Bangs  were  in&voor. 
The  mdtkm  was  lost. 

Mr.  Berryman  said,  as  there  was  a  reluctance  to  speak,  he  wunld  briefly  address 
the  conference,  though  he  remembered  the  very  proper  remarks  made  in  the  morning 
respecting  the  younger  men  keeping  silence.  He  had  always  done  so  e;xoept  when 
the  importance  of  the  subject  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  five  a  reason  for  his 
action.  He  was  connected  with  a  laree  section  of  the  work,  and  but  for  his  oonneo> 
tion  with  the  Indian  mission  he  shomd  probably  not  have  been  there  at  all.  H# 
wished  now  to  give  the  reason  for  his  vote,  but  Job  would  not  enter  upon  the  merits 
( of  the  case.  He  was  not  at  present  a  slaveholder,  but  he  had  been  so  for  some  years 
j  dormg  his  mimstzy  as  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  he  was  never  called  to  account  for 
'  having  slaves,  nor  was  any  rule  brought  to  bear  upon  him  in  reference  to  them.  But 
although  he  felt  that  they  were  better  off  as  his  sUves  than  if  free,  stJU,  after  revolving 
it  in  his  mind  for  several  years,  he  concluded  that  though  they  mi^  be  better  off,  he 
was  not  ri^t  in  keeping  them,  and  therefore  he  gave  uem  their  emancipation.  But 
die  queatxni  was  not  whether  those  holding  slaves  were  ainnen  er  sot.    Some  of 
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1iie%ert  sad  most  holy  and  useful  men  had  been  s^vvhdden.  He  did  not  think  the 
time  was  yet  oome  lor  all  men  to  do  as  he  had  done.  He  should  ^ve  his  vote  with 
Ins  eye  fixed  on  the  Discipline,  and  m  only  as  fiir  as  he  had  law  m  the  case.  The 
preamble  and  resolution  before  them  had  nd  sanction  in  the  rules  of  Discipline,  and 
te  shouM  vote  contrary  to  what  his  feimer  conduct  in  the  matter  of  his  own  slavw 
might  hidicate. 

Mr.  Coleman  would  give  his  vote  in  ftvour  of  the  lesolutiatt,  but  would  not  like  to 
be  considered  an  enemy  to  his  southern  breduen.    He  had  opposed  aboHtionism 
fiom  the  commencement.    He  hoped  the  resolution  would  pass,  for  the  sake  of  the 
southern  states,  whose  salb^  was  mvoWed  in  its  passage.    He,  in  connection  with 
other  BorUiernbretiu»n,haa  had  to  fi^t  the  battles  of  their  southern  brethren.    He 
had  stood  the  foe  and  smoke  of  abolitionism.    He  could  name  two  upon  the  floor  of 
diat  house  who  had  done  more  for  the  defence  of  the  southern  brethren  than  ahnost 
«11  the  southern  bretluen  themselves.    Give  them  a  slaveholding  bishop,  and  you  I 
blow  up  the  fortress  firom  its  foundations.    He  had  expected  a  most  peaceful  con-  * 
ference,  supposing,  as  he  did,  that  the  firebrands  had  left  their  ranks  fast  year,  and   ) 
he  thought  that  now  they  should  have  peace  in  their  borders.    The  southern  bre-  | 
tfaren  knew  little  of  the  labours  of  the  northern  men  to  secure  iheir  comfort  and 
aalety.    Give  them  a  slaveholding  bishop,  and  they  make  the  whole  of  the  north  n 
manzine  of  gunpowder,  and  the  bishop  a  firebrandin  the  midst    The  position 
Bisnop  Andrew  sustained  in  the  Church  had  made  this  matter  to  cause  more  Inmble 
than  anythmg  he  had  ever  known  to  take  piece  in  ihe  Chureh.    The  step  was 


Dr.  Smitfa  veished  to  oonect  die  brother  in  his  statement  of  a  fact,  and  one 
on  which  the  whole  merit  of  his  argum«it  was  based.  It  was  that  he,  in 
deep  sympathy  with  the  south,  had  successfhlly  warred  against  abolitionism. 
The^  had  not  so  understood  it,  asid  if  he  would  make  his  point  good  by  argument 
he  would  hsve  accomplished  a  great  thing.  They  haa  viewed  it  different^,, 
and  believed  it  to  be  difierent.  The  arguments  of  the  abolitionista  had  beail 
as  harmless  as  the  listings  of  helpless  infancy  in  their  influence  on  die  south.  They 
nined  some  bad  enunence,  and  were  the  means  of  doing  harm  to  the  poor  blacks. 
That  the  north  opposed  the  abolitionists  out  of  sympathy  for  the  south,  would  de- 
mand proof.  In  1836  the  northern  brethren  complained  that  it  was  among  them 
that  abolitiomsm  was  doing  all  the  mischief;  that  there  its  desdlatin|^  footsteps  were 
to  be  marked  and  mourned  over,  and  groaned  under,  as  a  burden  mtolersble  to  be 
borne.  And  such  was  the  truth  of  die  case.  In  1836  we  were  asked  to  leave  tlda 
matter  alone,  and  were  told  that  die  northern  brethren  had  more  at  stake  than  vre 
had.  And  they  succeeded  in  shutting  die  mouths  of  some  of  the  brethren,  but  not 
with  my  consent  They  now  would  have  it  understood  that  it  was^for  the  soudi 
they  then  laboured. 

Mi^  Strinsfidd,  addressine  the  conference,  said,— -The  solemn  silence  whieh 
had  pervadea  this  veneraUe  body  recendy,  dnrinff  several  minutes,  reminded  him 
of  that  awful  panse  which  sometimes  precedes  a  fearfid  contest  between  two  coo- 
terndittg  armies.  It  was  usual,  on  such  occasions,  to  hear,  now  and  then,  yonder— 
and  yonder— end  there— and  here— die  warning  guns  fimn  some  picket  gua^L  He 
wished  to  sa^  something  on  dus  ffnve  subject;  and  he  wished  to  be  heard  before 
the  heavy  artillery  opened.  He  felt  great  embarrassment  in  appearing  as  a  spetaker 
on  that  floor,  on  so  solemn  an  occasion,  and  in  the  presence  of  so  august  an  assembly 
of  ministers  and  people.  If  the  fbirows  on  his  cheek  did  but  acQord  with  the  cc^our 
of  his  hair,  he  ahoula  feel  less  embarrassment ;  but  no  want  of  age  on  his  part  could 
release  him  fixmi  the  liigh  responsibilides  which  rested  on  him  as  a  delegate  from 
a  conference,  which,  though  it  might  appear  small  to  some,  having  but  tmee  ddtf- 
gates,  contained  a  multitude  of  people,  and  some  forty  thousand  Chureh  member»*» 
a  membership  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  New-York  Conference,  veith  ifei  aiiQ>la 
delegation. 

I  am  opposed,  sir,  (said  he,)  to  the  rasolutbn  before  yum,  requesting  Bishop  An- 
drew to  resign,  for  many  reasons,  but  espedaUy  the  following:— 

First  It  seeks  to  remove  Biihop  Andrew  ham  office  b^  means  so  remote  as 
seemingly  to  cast  the  responsibility  of  sooli  a  measure  on  mm,  and  thereby  make 


him  ostensibly  accountable  for  its  consequences,  when,  in  fiict,  it  ought  fo  appear 
to  rait,  as  it  wiU,  in  feet,  rest,  wholly  on  ounelves.    What  we  miend  to  do,  let  vm 

rior  to  do.    Sir,  it  becomes  this  yeaerable  body  of  Christian  ministers  to  meet 
question  feirly..  Let  us  on  this,  as  on  all  other  subjects,  act  fiiankly  and  in- 
geanoQsly,  oeming  up  to  the  question  like  men.    If  ene  of  our  most  beloved  and 


usefiil  bishoili  is  to  be  dinobed  and  degraded,  let  iu  not  require  idm  to  do  ibe 
deed  hiaiBeu^  but  let  ns  have  coon^e  to  £>  it  in/orm,  as  we  riiaU  in  rvolily.  • 
r  My  leoond  reason  for  oppodng  ue  resolution  is  this :  It  is  inexpeienl  that 
I  Bishop  Andrew  should  lesien.  if  the  Bishop  be-  shuffled  out  of  office,  some  one 
must  be  elected  to  fill  his  puce;  and  such  a  one,  whoever  he  may  be,  wiU  meet 
wilii  as  little  favour  in  the  south,  as  Bishop  Andrew  would,  with  all  fab  disahjlitiea^ 
in  the  n<nrth.  Who,  sir,  will  elbow  Bishon  Andrew  out  of  the  pulpit^  and  fill  his 
place  in  «fur  southern  congregations  7  Will  any  one  do  so  that  lifts  his  hand  in 
'ttvour  of  this  resolution  7  It  is  not  likely,  sir,  toat  another  southen  man  will  be 
elected ;  and,  ar,  a  line  is  to  be  drawn  W  this  vote.  It  will  be  a  tej^vofee*-^  P^fi>!f 
vote ;  and,  sir,  I  know  not  what  sort  of  heart  a  man  must  have  that  could  go  to 
the  south,  as  Bishop  Andrew's  successor,  under  these  drcomstmicestf  I  am  eoiiB 
he  woold  be  unfit  for  a  bbhop.  I  know  this  is  a  delicate  subjeci-^-eBd  some  manr 
think  it  should  not  be  mentioned  here— but  it  vnll  be  tl^efat  of  by  the  people,  and, 
in  spite  of  us,  it  will  have  its  bearings.  There  are  two  sides  to  this  qtMtMm.  lif 
expediency  is  set  over  against  inexpediency— one  evil  against  another  evil ;  and  as  a 
Uuer  evil  is  a  reUxtive  goodf  it  is  to  my  mind  clearly  inewpedient  for  Bishop  Andrew 
to  resign.  The  only  ground,  thereibre,  which  we  can  safely  take  is  that  of  our  book 
of  Discipline.  The  only  question  wluch  we  have  to  act  udou  ia  what  is  cMUfiilv 
Honalt  Some  ultcawts  may  break  off  fitim  us;  it  is  impossible  to  pieaae  all;  bat  kt 
OS  do  what  JB  ^ghtj  and  leave  results  veith  God,  who  will  take  care  of  his  own.  The 
arguments  used  by  some  on  this  floor,  that  it  would  do  Bishop  Andrew  a^  harm  to 
get  him  out  of  office  by  requesting  him  to  resign — that  it  is  only  a  fenUe  reqmetif  a 
#9^1^,  kind  way  of  removing  mm,  appear  to  me  most  preposterous— the  moat  soleinn 
Inflia^  yrbAi  his  feelings,  and  vrith  the  grave  subject  which  his  case  ittvolvea.  Bar, 
a«ch  IS  Bishop  Andrew's  present  position,  that  no  act  of  his,  nor  of  ours,  reoMmag 
fiim  from  office,  can  posaiblj  prevent  such  removal  from  bems  attributed  to  his  ood- 
Bection  witii  slavety.  He  dare  not— he  eannotf  without  yielding  a  vital  prindpla, 
concede  that  slavery  is  a  disqualification  for  mimatorial  office,  where,  as  in  his  oaae, 
emancipation  ia  impossible.  i 

Mr.  Crowder  said,— Mr.  President,  I  rise,  sbr,  in  opposition  to  the  reaolutioa  be 
lore  the  conference,  requesting  Bishop  Andrew  to  resign  his  office  as  bisliop  of  die 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cnureh.  In  my  ramarks,  shr,  on  this  question,  I  intend  to 
abed  some  hght,  if  I  can,  and  should  I  succeed  in  my  intention,  I  hope  it  wiU  be 
profitable :  it,  however,  I  dbould  fail,  I  shall  take  my  seat  under  the  cenacionsneas 
that  I  did  the  best  I  oookL  Sir,  on  what  ground  is  Bishop  Andrew  requested  to 
resign  his  office  7    It  is  stated  by  the  mover  to  be  that  of  expediency,    Maik  this.  | 

The  fiither  who  offered  the  resolntion,  Rev.  A.  Griffiith,  and  the  one  vdio  immedi- 
■aHely  foUowed  the  mover,  Rev.  P.  P.  Sandford,  both  of  them  stated  diatincdy  that  | 

the  resolution  vtras  based  on  the  ground  of  expediency.     But  what  is  the  ground  of  i 

ihia  expediency  f  Hiey  both  conceded,  and  did  so  with  peculiar  emphasis,  that 
tiie  operation  m  the  reouest  was  not  in  the  sli^test  degree  to  touch  me  bisliop's 
moral  apd  ministarial  ofaaraoter,  but  only  to  anect  his  office  as  a  creature  of  dto 
OeBend  CoBferance:  that  in  these  respects,  that  is,  in  his  moral  and  miniateiial 
cbaraeter  as  an  elderof  the  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  would  still  ranein  as 
fiar  as  any  other  elder  in  said  Cfaoreh.  Now,  sir,  tins  concession  on  the  part  of  theaa 
fcthers  involves  two  thin^ :  1st.  That  he  faaa  violated  no  precept  of  Cfariatiani^; 
and,  2dly.  That  he  has  violated  no  rule  of  our  Discipline  m  beoominff  oonnectod 
witii  slavery.    You  know,  sir,  that  both  the  Scriptares  and  our  Discipnne  aaanme  \ 

the  poeition,  that  no  man  is  called  to  tiie  office  of  a  minister  y/trha  ia  not  soandbr  I 

eonverted  to  God,  nor  can  he  remain  a  mimstor  unless  he  oontinue  to  be  bolr;  i^ 
tiieb,  hia  moral  character  and  his  ministerial  office  be  untoniiahed,  the  bialiap 
haa  violated  no  precept  of  our  holy  Christianity. 

In  the  second  place,  our  DiscipUae  demands  ef  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  the 


'  DiscipUne^-becanae  ] 
■Mnral  and  ministerial  character  if  he  vrere  a  tnmsgressor  of  either  tiw  precepla 
ef  religion  or  Ike  rules  of  Discipline.  On  what,  then,  I  ask  again,  does  this  eq>»- 
diency  stand  as  its  fimndation?  Ito  fbundatioa,  siiv  is  a  combination  of  earemii- 
dances )  and  thia  combination  of  ciroumstaiices  has  been  brought  about  eki^  by  a 
apiritwhichlmaycall'' Legion."  But  where  did  thia  spirit  startup?  bithesoodil 
No,  sir ;  the  soutii  has  not  been  troubled  at  all^  Its  course  has^eenqmet,  obediedt, 
pad  kfaid,  leaving  myself  on!  of  the  question.    The  aoutfa,  sir,  has  nevsr  made  yoar 
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t^ble  gRMU  tviib  pethknis  and  memomls  for  chaam  in  our  Dbcq^ne^  Tke  soath 
Im  neyer  mode  any  agjpremWe  complaints  a«Riins^ue  north.  Sir,  una  s^t  came  up 
m  the  north  and  east ;  I  mean  the  spuit  of  "  abolition.  *'  This  spirit  has  put  the  caiisea 
in  operation  which  have  brought  ^abont  the  combination  of  circumstanoea  that  is  the 
basis  of  tifais  expediency^  Now,  sir,  I  ask  these  fiitben  and  these  brethren  if  this 
basis  of  expediency  is  not  too  daric  in  origin,  and  ruinous  in  results,  on  which  to 
depose  our  oeloved  Bishop  Andrew  7    Can  you  do  this,  brethren  ? 

But  the  question  comes  up  again,  What  object  is  to  be  aooomplished  by  the  resig- 
nalion  of  Bishop  Andrew  7  Immediately  the  peace  of  the  Church,  and  ultimat^ 
the  freedom  of  the  slaves  of  this  country*  But,  sir,  is  diis  the  best  mode  of  bring- 
ing about  this  object  t  I  do  not  think  it  is.  For  it  is  a  well-known  fiwt,  as  the 
brother  fram  Tray  has  stated,  that  the  abolition  moTement  in  the  east  baa  been  gresAy 
mischievous  to  the  religious  interests  of  the  south ;  and  herein  I  think  my  ooUeagoe 
from  Virginia  a  little  at  &ult  [here  Dr.  Smith  arose  and  explained]  in  the  statemeot 
.  he  recently  made  on  that  point  Time  was  in  the  south  when  coloured  men  weva 
permitted  to  preach»  to  whom  I  have  listened  with  pleasure  and  profit,  but  it  ia 
not  so  BOW.  AboUtion,  in  connection  with  other  causes,  induced  me  legislatorea 
of  the  south,  by  law,  te  dose  the  mouths  of  coloured  men,  except  in  a  fisw  lavoored 
instances.  It  is  well  known  how  seriously  the  abolition  movemont  affected  £he 
flonth,  bringing  about  strife  and  division  between  them  and  the  north.  Now,  air, 
let  it  go  abroad  that  this  General  Confereqce  reouested  Bishop  Andrew  to  tesifli 
on  the  ground  of  an  expediency  so  doubtful  as  this,  because  he  may  not  be  coroi- 
«IIt  received  in  some  portions  of  the  north,  and  the  division  of  our  Church  may 
follow-^  civil  division  of  this  great  confederacy  may  follow  that,  and  then  hearCa 
will  be  torn  apart,  master  and  slave  arrayed  against  eaeh  other,  brother  in  the  Chmeh 
Against  brother,  and  the  north  against  the  south— and  when  thus  arrayed,  ^tfaA 
•the,  fiercest  pasaions  and  eaer^es  of  our  nature  brought  into  action  againat  eaea| 
other,  civU  war  and  &r-Teachmff  desolation  mnst  be  the  final  reaulta.  My  dear 
brethren,  are  vou  prepared  for  tikis  1  No,  I  am  sure  you  are  not  Then  idfhae  to 
.casB  the  resolution  now  pending  before  the  conference,  and  permit  our  beloved 
bishop  still  to  go  on  in  his  way  of  usefulness,  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  feara  whwii 
inany  brethren  honestly  entertain  will  never  be  realized.  Brethren,  we  have,  aa 
instruments  in  the  hands  of  God,  been  doing  a  great  work  in  the  north  and  south  ( 
let  ua  still  work  together  for  the  honour  of  our  common  Saviour  tmd  the  sidvatbn  of 
the  souls  of  the  people,  white  and  colowred— let  us  brmg  the  hearts  of  the  comma* 
aity  generally  under  tlra  infiuenoe  of  n^gion,  and  the  work  of  emancipation  will 
come  on  as  a  natural  result  This  in  my  humble  judgment  ia  the  only  prspev 
mode  in  which  the  desired  object  can  be  effiscted. 

Having  finished  my  argument,  suffer  rke  to  soy,  sir,  that  I  beHefW  in  my  heart 
you,  our  oeloved  bishops,  are  all  good>  pious,  and  devoted  men;  and  if  you  wava 
all  to  die  this  moment^  yon  all  would  pass  safely  through  the  gate  into  tlw  mty  ot 
'the  heavenly  Jerusalem ;  but  I  humbly  think  Bishop  Andrew  would  go  in  aa  cer- 
tainly as  any  of  you — ^my  breduren  believe  so  too,  I  know  they  do.  Why  then,  I  ask 
jrou,  my  brethren,  will  you  vote  to  request  Bishop  Andrew  to  resign  f  I  beff  ofyoo, 
in  the  name  of  our  common  Saviour,  as  you  would  not  punish  or  afflict  aa  iiiniuiaBt 
•end  worthy  nnnister  of  our  blessed  Jesus,  not  to  vote  for  that  resolutittn.  No,  navw, 

Mr.  Spencer  said,— I  feel  some  trepidation  in  appearing  as  a  speaker  before  tills 

f:mve  body.   I  do  so  under  a  sense  of  duty  and  in  view  of  my  responsibilities.    Aa  v«t 
have  said  but  little,  and  it  is  not  ray  purpose  to  occupy  your  attention  often.    My 
remarks  slyJl  be  as  brief  as  may  be. 

Well,  sir,  it  is  alleged  that  our  present  actkm  ia  a  novel  prooeduro.    Adndttadi 
but  whose  fimlt  is  itf  .  We  never,  till  now,  had  occasion  to  oompkm  of  any  of  ow 
general  superintendents.    We  now  have,  and  thereibre  our  proceedmga  mnat  be 
new.    This  is  plaih.    The  inquiry  is  raised,  by  what  rule  can  we  touch  Bkhop 
Andrew?  What  specific  rule  hi^  he  violated  7  We  ought  to  remember  that  the  viei»  % 
ailence  of  the  Discipline  in  regard  to  a  particular  case  is  no  evidenoe  tiiat  aetion  l 
in  that  case  would  be  contrary  to  our  rules     An  illnstration  will  place  this  in  ito  1 
true  light.    Suppose  that  imtead  of  marrying  a  respectable  lady  owning  slav«a,  \ 
Bishop  Andrew  had  married  a  coloured  woaMn.    Would  southern  or  nortfaeni  I 
ln«thren  say,  either  that  he  had  broken  an  express  nde  of  Discipline,  or  thaft  he 
would  nevertheless  he  well  qualified  for  a  bishop  in  oor  Church  f    Neither  the  «a» 
nor  the  other.    They  doubtless  would  depose  hun  at  once,  thoof  h  there  is  no  title 
to  t>e  found  dechuw,  in  so  many  words,  that  no  white  man  shall  many  a  coloured 
woman  on  pain  of  ^gmdatioo.    Itisthought  by  some  that  before  the  caaeeaar  be 


86  DebaUs-iHtk$ 

reached  a  new  role  mast  be  made ;  and  if  aof  it  woald  be  an  ^aspost  facio  law.  So 
■ays  some  driveller  in  the  Tribune  Extra  found  yesterday  in  the  conference  room. 
He  was  ashamed  to  give  his  name,  and  well  he  mi^ht,  as  he  knew  he  was  med" 
dHng  with  other  people's  business,  and  at  the  same  tmie  dealing  in  slanderous  aUe^ 
^tions.  liOt  us  look  at  this.  An  ex  pogtfaeto  law  is  always  retrospective.  But 
if  we  made  a  role  to  rid  ourselves  of  our  present  difficulty,  it  would  not  be  to 
punish  a  past  offence,  but  to  remove  from  our  ecclesiastical  car  a  present  incum- 
Drance,  and  one  that  must  be  removed  or  crush  us  into  ruin#  We  may  make  rules 
iofr  existing  emergencies,  and  for  such  purpose  many  of  our  rules  ua  regulations 
have  been  made. 

^ut  we  have  a  rule.  A  bishop  may  be  expelled  by  the  General  Conference  ibr 
"  improper  conduct."  "  Improper  conduct'  sa^  one  of  our  bishops,  ''  is  a  small 
offence,  less  than  an  inmioraiity."  The  Disciplme  does  not  define  "  in^roper  oon- 
dnct."  Nor  is  it  necessary.  *'  Our  statute  law/'  says  a  respectable  author,  "  pro- 
yides  that  murder  shall  be  punished  with  death ;  but' it  does  not  define  what  mur-* 
der  is.  For  this  definition  we  resort  to  common  lawr"  So  in  the  present  case^ 
the  General  Conference  must  determine  what  improper  conduct  is.  It  has  fiiU 
power  either  to  punish,  or  merely  to  remove  from  office  in  such  cases. 

We  hear  much  concerning  the  constitutionr  The  word  constitutional  is  repeated 
again  and  again.  ^  Here  I  am  at  a  loss.  I  cannot  tell  what  brethren  mean.  I  sup- 
pose the  constitution  of  our  Church  to  be  imbodied  in  our  articles  of  religion^  our 
restrictive  rules,  and  our  general  rales.  But  where  is  it  said,  in  these,  that  a  ^ve- 
holding  bishop  must  remam  in  office  despite  of  the  General  Conference  f  or  that 
no  role  can  be  made  to  touch  such  a  case  %  Nowhere.  Then  is  it  not  plain  that 
these  are  high-sounding  words  used  without  meaning.  7  But,  sir,  much  is  said  of 
expediency.  Well,  let  us  look  at  eepediency.  It  is  alleged  that  it  would  be  a 
dreadful  thins  to  pass  the  resolution  before  us,  as  a  matter  of  expediency.  This 
is  a  grave  suoject.  But  is  not  expediency  at  the  foundation  of  many  grave  and 
important  subjects  7  Mr.  President,  how  did  you  and  your  colleagues  get  into  the 
episcopal  office?  Expediency  put  vou  there,  expediency  keeps  you  there,  and 
when  expediency  reNquires  it,  you  shall  be  removed  firom  your  seats, — ^yes,  every 
one  of  you.  Expediency  is  the  foundation  of  our  episcopacy.  Nay  more,  it  is  the 
very  baisis  of  Methodism.  We  are  coigured  by  a  brother,  m  a  solemn  manner,  to 
refirain,  lest  we  ruin  souls  He  doubts  not,  that,  if  we  could  open  the  doors  of  per 
ditlon,  and  look  down  into  the  world  of  wo,  we  should  find  that  souls  were  lost  by 
being  driven  fix>m  the  Methodist  Church  through  her  action  against  slavery  in  the 
days  of  our  fathers !  X  meet  this  by  remarking,  some  think  in  Uiat  event  we  would 
be  likely  to  hear  wailings  arising  from  those  <£oomed  to  hell  by  reason  <£  our  con- 
nivance at  slavery.  Let  the  one  balance  the  other.  But  liere  is  the  rule.  It 
aemss  our  Church  has  retired  (torn  its  original  ground.  And  shall  we  keep  on  till 
we  can  sit  quietly  under  the  administration  of  a  slaveholding  bishop  T    Never. 

Brethren  teU  us^we  do  not  know  but  our  people  would  endure  a  slaveholding 
bishop  very  well.  We  are  advised  on  that  point*  Some  of  us  thought  it  improper  in 
our  finends  to  send  so  many  remonstrances  against  having  a  slaveholding  bishop,  or 
nther  electing  one;  because  we  supposed  that  was  a  matter  that  never  would  take 
place.  We  never  dreamed  that  we  had  one  already  I  The  evil  is  upon  us,  and 
now  we  must  eet  rid  of  it  as  best  we  may.  The  brother  who  has  just  taken  his 
aeat  supposes,  uiat,  inasmuch  as  we  bring  no  charges  against  the  moral  and  minifr* 
tarial  character  of  Bishop  Andrew,  we  fully  improve  ban  in  these  respects.  Thai 
does  not  follow.  As  to  these,  we  say  notning.  Some  may  approve,  and  others 
disapprove.  But,  if  ia  these  respects  he  were  as  immacidate  as  an  angel  in  heaven, 
we  m>ld  that,  as  a  slaveholder,  ae  is  utterly  unqualified  to  discharge  the  functioos 
of  his  episcopal  office  in  the  greater  part  of  our  woik.  He  ou^t  therefore  to 
reaign,  or  be  deposed.  It  is  said,  however,  in  extenuation,  that  he  was  made  a 
•laveholder,  **  not  vrith  his  own  consent,"  or  as  a  brother  says,  **  he  was  made  a 
ahxveholder  by  force  and  compulsion.'^  Let  us  see.  Several  years  ago  one  M 
to  him  by  bequest,  and  afterward  his  former  wife  inherited  another.  She  died, 
and  that  one  became  legally  his  slave.  Now  I  grant  one  person  may  be(|Qeafli 
proper^  to  another  wimoat  his  consent,  but  he  cannot  receire  it  without  bis  con- 
tent. That  is  the  point.  I  am  a  citizen  of  Virginia,  and  do  you  think  I  would  b« 
madeasUvefaolderagainst  my  will?  A  freeman  to  be  compelled !  Whataaidea! 
But  allow  that  in  these  uistaiic^  Bishop  Andrew  '*  became  a  slaveholder  by  com- 
pulsion," how  cUd  he  himpen  to  get  so  much  deeper  into  the  business  7  Did  a  gravn 
and  veneraUe  bishop,  old  enough  to  be  a  grand&ther,^  get  into  a  chicken-fit  T   Wat 


General  Canfifemtl^,  1844.  99 

Ib6  compelled  againfl  bid  will,  by  pure  love,  to  many  a  woman  surroazided  by  « 
dark  group  of  nerroeB  1    Caa  you  believe  that  ?    No,  he  did  it  voluntarily.    Then 
let  DO  one  insult  me  good  sense  of  this  oonferance  by  insinnationa  that  he  became 
«  Blavoholder  by  oompulaiou.    But  he  is  now  a  slaveholder,  and  he  cannot  get  clear 
of  the  evil.    Indeed !    Sappoee,  sir,  you  would  appoint  me  to  a  cironit  alx>Qnding  . 
with  decent  towns  and  mcnral  neighbouihoods,  bat  at  one  end  of  it  there  is  a  place  I 
where  they  shoot  squirrels  on  Sunday,  and  phiy  cards  regularly.    Now  soppoae  1  ' 
•ettle  myself  there  and  participate  in  their  practices*    And  suppose,  moreover,  when 
requested  by  the  people  in  other  parts  of  my  drouit  to  leave  off  such  practices,  I 
ahould  say,  I  cannot,  the  people  would  ruin  me  and  my  family.    What  would  be 
thought  of  my  conduct  7    I  would  be  told,  in  short  order,  either  to  move  my  &mify 
to  another  part,  or  not  impose  my  minbtratiains  upon  decent  folks.    Apply  this* 
Bishop  Andrew  is  a  bishop  ai  the  wiiole  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  in 
duty  hound  to  go  to  any  part  of  it  that  its  interests  may  i^mre.    If  he  cannot  get  f 
^  rid  of  slavery  where  he  is,  let  him  go  where  he  can. 

Fearful  thmss  are  said  about  division.  Our  feelings  have  been  itmsed  up.  We- 
have  wept  and  prayed.  The  olouda  have  gathered  in  the  distance.  We  have  seen 
the  lightning.  We  have  heard  the  muttenng  thunders.  Our  destmotion  is  threat- 
ened. But  if  it  comes,  how  can  we  help  it  ?  We  have  nude  no  diange,  and  we 
ask  none.  Who  has  brought  this  evil  npon  as?  If  we  are  mined,  on  whose  head 
ivill  rest  the  blood  of  a  murdered  Church?  The  Lord  have  mercy  on  us!  We 
now  come  to  this  point :— Shall  we  stand  by  our  principles  ?  Will  we  "Mintam  tme 
Methodism?  Or  shall  we  suffer  the  most  dannf  innovation  npon  our  usages? 
Must  our  foundations  be  aprtx>ted,  and  our  fisdr  edifice  be  tumbled  into  destructkm 
by  retaining  a  slaveholder  m  the  episcopacy  ?    Our  votes  must  tell.  • 

THURSDAY,  MAY  23. 
Dr.  Bangs  addressed  the  conference.  He  congratulated  the  conferttice  on  die 
kind  and  Christian  spirit  they  had  hitherto  maintained^  which  he  hoped  would  be 
preserved  through  tne  whole  of  this  important  debate.  He  would  make  a  few 
remarks  on  what  fell  from  Dr.  Winans.  That  gentlanan  had  said  that  the  preun- 
ble  ccwtained  in  the  proposition  was  not  true,  oecause  it  affirmed  that  the  naving 
a  alaveholding  bishop  was  contrary  to  usage.  Must  they  adopt  a  practice  to  make 
it  cpntrary  to  usage  ?  When  a  practice  has  always  been  adopted,  it  certainly  s 
according  to  nsatfe.  Now  (said  Dr.  Banss^  I  think  that  anything  that  has  not  been  | 
introduced  into  toe  practice  of  the  Church  is  contrary  to  the  usage  of  the  Church.  ' 
Thia  appears  to  me  to  be  self-evident.  But  the  brother  affirmed,  if  I  understood 
him  right,  that  northern  men  were  ready  to  vote  for  a  davefaolding  bishop,  and 
that  consequendy  it  had  ISke  to  have  become  the  usage  of  the  Church  to  have  such 
in  Uie  episcopacy.  Now,  I  never  understood  from  any  northern  man  that  he  was 
willing  to  vote  for  a  slaveholding  bishop.  It  was  fortner  affirmed  that  it  was  only 
defeated  by  trick  and  management.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  such  a  trick. 
I  never  was  in  a  cancos  at  all  about  the  nomination  of  a  bishop.  But  Ihave  heard 
from  the  mover  of  this  resolution,  that  in  1832  the  Baltimore  delegation  sent  a 
eooimittee  to  wait  on  a  slaveholder  from  the  south*  and  ask  him  if  he  was  willing 
to  emancipate  his  slaves,  if  the^r  would  nominate  lum  for  the  office  of  bishop.  He 
very  courteously,  and  in  a  Christian  spirit,  took  time  to  deliberate,  and  eventually  told 
them  he  could  not  do  it,  and  that  was  the  reason  why  they  declined  to  nominate 
liim.  Did  that  look  like  nominating  a  slaveholder  to  the  episcopacy  ?  And  they  ' 
■mninBted  James  O.  Andrew  because  he  was  not  a  slaveholder;  but  at  that  time 
he  was  not  generally  known  to  the  Greneral  Conference,  and  I  am  given  to  onder 
atand  that  omy  about  a  dozen  votes  were  given  him  from  the  south,  or  slavehold- 
ing states.  At  any  rate,  he  had  not  a  mi^ri^  of  the  southern  states,  and  he  coold 
XK>t  have  been  elected  without  the  votes  of  me  northern  conferences.  So  mtlch, 
then,  as  to  the  allegatbn  that  the  appointment  of  a  slaveholder  to  the  office  of 
biahop  was  not  oontniy  to  the  usage  of^the  Church  and  to  its  principles.  We  have 
been  uniform  on  that  subject  Now,  sir,  I  vinsh  to  conreot  an  error  the  brother 
ftom  Virginia  made  yesterday.  He  said  that  tiiis  originated  in  abolitionism.  Thia  I 
h  a  mistake.  It  is  the  old  Methodistic  anti-davery  feeling,  and  I  would  make  ne  I 
alhiaion  either  to  abolitionists  or  slaveholden.  I  Iqye  them  both,  God  knows  I  do.  ' 
Mow,  with  respect  to  the  propriety  of  the  resolution  before  the  otxiference.  I  think 
there  are  many  things  that  would  disqualify  a  man  for  holding  the  office  of  bishop 
that  do  not  amount  to  Anmorality.  Suppose  Biahop  Hedding  should  come  out  aaa 
diaclare&atitwaflasintoholdaUteanndigaiycironmaiaanea     This  would  adonti^ 
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Ibim  with  tlie  oltm  party,  anal  I  would  vote  for  his  retiriDg,  becmse  it  wotdd  SaqaaBff 
lum  for  his  work  as  snjierxiitelident  over  the  whole  Church.  I  wiD  sam^ote  another 
ease.  Lettme  of  oar  bishops  be  unmarried,  and  eo  into  the  woric,  and  many  a  firea 
coloured  womaut  woold  it  not,  in  the  sense  of  the  whole  community,  disqualify  him  far 
hisoffioe?  Andyet  it  would  not  be  an  actof  immorality.  And  it  ison  this  prinetple  that 
I  say  Bishop  Andrew  has  disqualified  himself  by  connecting  himsctf  with  uacferjf 
because  he  cannot  acceptably  exercise  his  duties  as  a  fi»neral  oflicor  of  the  CfaunA. 
Now  the  doctrine  ox  earoediency  has  been  referred  to.  Let  me  giro  yon  one 
item  of  expediency  that  the  Apostle  Paul  practised,  "  If  meat  make  my  brother 
to  offend.  I  will  eat  no  flesh  while  the  world  standedth,  lest  I  make  my  brother 

I  to  offend;"  and  if  Bishop  Andrew  had  practised  that  kind  of  expediency  we 
should  wrt  haye  had  the  present  difficulty.  But  his  connection  with  skrery  was 
«*  against  his  will !"  I  wiQ  acknowledge  that,  in  the  first  case,  he  had  no  agency ; 
but  will  any  one  a;vow  that  he  wtw  not  a  free  agent  when  he  connected  Imnaelf 
with  this  lady?  No  one  will  arow  tint.  He  therefore  acted  impnidentil|^.  As 
was  shown  by  the  brother  who  opened  this  case,  there  is  a  marked  dinerenoe 
between  an  elder,  a  deacon,  and  a  bi^op.  The  office  and  woik  of  a  bishop  are 
ef  a  general  character,  not  confined  to  any  particular  place ;  *  and  when  he  dJaqnaB* 
fies  himself  from  exercising  his  office  for  the  good  of  the  'vfhole  Chnrcfa,  he  dv* 
qualifies  himself  fixnn  holding  that  office.  With  regard  to  our  southern  brethren, 
I  bold  them  to  be  entitled  to  all  the  offioesof  the  mmistry,  and  never  will  Iperibnn 
any  act  that  will  go  to  deprive  tfaem  of  their  rights,  and  never  vrill  I  oerronn  an 
act  that  will  go  to  abridge  the  privileges  of  the  abolitionists.  I  never  did  beBeve, 
nor  do  I  now  believe,  that  holding^slaves  under  all  circumstances  is  a  sin.  Otfaen 
believe  that,  and  sincerely,  and  isvery  one  knows  liow  we  boldly  contended  a^ainiC 
Buch  a  conclusion  in  the  New-York  Conference.  We  acted  then  in  the  integrity  of 
our  hearts,  and  as  we  believed  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Church,  and  the  ^re- 
«ervmtiott  of  its  union.  I  wish,  sir,  to  concentrate  all  my  remariu  on  this  one  pomt, 
that  an^rtiiing  that  would  disqualify  n  man  lor  the  office  of  bishop  is  fit  grcNmd  fcr 
the  action  of  this  General  CoBfi^nenoe ;  and  I  say,  to  declare  tiiat  every  man  who 
bolds  a  slave  sins  in  so  doing,  would  be  a  disqualification ;  and  so  also,  that  to 
enter  upon  the  possession  of  sutves  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  would  unfit 
a  man  lor  the  high  office  of  a  general  superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopd 
Church.  We  do  not  touch  the  moral  character  of  Biibop  Andrew  at  alL  We  do 
not  wish  to  do  iL  We  say  that  he  has  aeted  imprudently,  and  that  we  think  it 
necessary  in  view  thereof  tiiat  he  should  resign  his  office  as  a  bishop.  Bnt  whfle 
we  thus  press  this  matter,  we  no  less  fervently  pra^  that  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  mav  overrule  all  our  deliberations  and  decisions  for  the  promotion  of  bis 
gloiy  and  lite  good  of  a  lost  world. 

Dr.  Capen  undenm>od  that  some  remaiks  applying  to  him  penonally  had  been 
made  hj  the  last  speaker,  and  he  askec)  leave  to  explain. 

Mr.  Finlej^,  who  had  taken  the  floor  ^t  the  commencement,  and  been  recognoed 
by  the  President,  pressed  his  right  to  offer  a  substitute  to  the  resolution. 

Bishop  Hedding  said,  that  brother  Capen  had  no  right  to  make  any  explanatioB, 
unless  some  remaiics  of  his  had  been  misrepresented.  The  only  way  by  winch 
he  could  be  heard  would  be  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Dr.  Durbin  tbou^t  the  general  desire  was  that  Dr.  Capen  shoukl  speak. 

Mr.  Finley  would  give  wirf  with  alMiis  heart  for  Dr.  Capen  to  expbin,  bat  not 
ftflr  him  to  enter  upon  the  main  question* 

.Dr.  Capera  said,  he  should  experience  some  difficulty  in  explaining  &  die  ease, 
fiir  not  bemg  able  that  morning  to  get  to  the  conference  at  its  conunenceflsent,  he  had 
not  himself  neard  the  exact  words  to  which  he  was  about  to  refer.  On  entering  te 
honmo  he  was  told  that  the  last  speaker  had  be^  making  a  statementon  ^  autfa»- 
rity  of  a  brother  firom  the  Baltimore  Conferenoe  to  the  effect  that  a  deputation  bom 
.  that  oonference  had,  in.  1832,  waited  upon  a  soulbem  brother  to  inquire  whetiieiv 
if  he  were  nominated  to  the  episcopacy,  he  would  emancipate  his  slaves.  Now,  I 
have  to  say  distinotly ,  that  the  whole  of  that  statement  stnkes  my  ear  ibr  the  flnt 
.  lioiB  this  mondng.  I  never  heard  the  thing  before— •vxvib,  nivxk,  irivza.  And 
as  I  cannot  now  enter  fiilly  into  the  matter^  I  claim  the  right  of  adverting  to  it 
when  I  have  possession  of  tiie  floor. 

Mr.  Davis,  with  the  consent  of  Mr.  Finley,  vrished  to  say,  that  his  name  had  been 
^ven  in  tiiis  convenation.  He  deeply  regretted  that  brethren  should  be  brought 
atto  personal  contact  with  each  other  on  the  floor  of  the  conference.  But  fior  his 
wiak  to  awnd  that,  he  shoald  have  i^tampted  Dr.  Winans  on  the  preoediof  day. 
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He  (Mr.  D.)  &exDcdy  nscoDeoted  that  he  had  a  eonranaticai  with  Dr.  Caperfc, 
tiie  obJBct  of  wbich  was  this :  he  was  requested  by  a  paxtj  or  it  might  be,  the  whole 
of  his  delegatioii,  which  consisted  of  sixteen  delegates,  to  have  a  conversation  wiA 
Br.  Capers,  aod  make  inc[tury  to  ^s  effect:  "  Would  it  be  practicable  for  you  to  | 
fiise  yourself  from  comiecUon  with  slavery,  in  view  of  a  nomination  to  the  episco-  i 
paoT  t  we  wish  to  use  you."    And  this  was  the  reason :  they  were  not  acquainted 
wi^  James  (X  Andrew;  but  they  were  acquainted  with  Dr.  Capers,  and  very  much 
inreferred  him.    The^  held  a  firee,  friendly,  and  Methodist-preacher-like  convers**  . 
tion.    Hie  doctor  said  that  he  was  a  slaveholder  and  doomed  to  remain  a  slave- 
holder ;  that  it  v^as  beyond  his  power  to  &ee  faimseir  from  connection  with  slavery, 
and  that  he  woidd  present  a  man  that  would  make  a  better  bishop  than  himself. 
And  perhaps  that  was  tme,  for  they  had  had  in  the  person  of  James  O.  Andrew  a    j 
most  excellent  bishop.    Now,  that  die  doctor  did  nominate  to  the.  caucus  comi-  / 
mittee  lames  O.  Andrew  would  not  be  denied,  beoanse  it  ooold  be  proved  l^  f 
more  than  a  dozen  there.    He  hked  then,  and  alvrays  had  liked,  &e  Christian  sim- 
pUcity  of  that  brother. 

Mr.  Finley  rose  to  offer  a  snbstitate  for  the  main  resolutmn. 

Dr.  Capers  hoped  the  brother  wocdd  allow  him  to  speak  in  regard  to  a  persoml 
matter.  He  unaeistood  from  a  remark  of  a  respected  friend  and  brother  from  Vir- 
sinia,  that  the  ebservation«of  Dr.  Bangs,  which  was  made  before  he  entered  the 
bouse,  went  to  make  the  impression  iSaX  there  had  been  a  distinct  proposition  put 
to  him  by  a  brother  from  the  Baltimore  delegation,  to  know  whether,  for  the  con- 
sideration of  Ins  being  nominated  for  the  episcopacy,  he  would  liberate  his  slaves.  ' 
It  would  readily  occur  to  the  conference,  as  well  as  to  the  brother,  whose  kindness 
toward  the  speaker  he  coold  most  traly  reciprocate,  that  whfle  he  could  not  fhossl- 
bly  charge  his  recollection  with  every  perBonal  cireumstance  that  must  have  passed 
between  them,  he  could  not  have  been  in  fault  in  the  maimer  which  had  been  re- 
presented. If  the  Baltipiore  delegation  had  sent  brother  Davis  to  him  for  the  purpose  * 
of  making  a  proposition  that  he  should  emancipate  his  slaves  for  the  consideration 
of  a  nonunation  to  the  episcopacy,  they  knew  him  not. 

Mr.  Davis  rose  and  said,  that  the  brother  was  entirely  changing  the  whole  aspect 
of  the  question.*  He  had  never  said  such  a  thing,  but  merely  thB;t  he  was  sent  to  know  . 
if  the  proposal  would  be  practicable,  and  he  had  had  a  similar  conversa^n  st  1 
Pittsburg. 

Dr.  Capers  cou}d  say  much  on  the  ground  of  a  personal  explanation,  but  he  did 
not  wish  to  trespass  on  the  indulgence  of  the  General  Conference.  He  was  free  to 
admit  that  the  nomination  of  Bishop  Andrew  came  from  Georgia.  He  had  been  told 
in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia  that  he  himself  would  be  preferred,  by  so  many  that 
it  had  caused  him  pain.  Some  of  the  elder  brethren  vromd  well  remember  the  pait 
which  he  took  on  mat  occasiqR.  It  pained  him  to  think  that  his  most  confidential, 
beloved,  and  honoured  brother,  with  whom  he  had  laboured  shoulder  to  shoulder 
in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  was  likely  to  be  brought  to  this  antagonist  position  to  him- 
self, or  himself  to  that  brother.  He  had  even  begged  for  a  mutual  conference  that  I 
brother  Andrew  might  be  fixed  apon,  to  be  elected  to  the  episoopacT  by  general  j 
vote.  He  was  urg^  to  accept  of  mis  appointment,  and  mentioned  his  circnnistances  I 
with  regard  to  slavery;  but  the  circumstances  never  affected  him  in  the  lishtof 
constitutional  law,  right,  or  privilege,  but  in  view  of  his  own  personal  privflegee, 
ttsd  sensibilities  as  a  man.  The  brethren  knew  not  the  pain  it Imd  given  him  from 
General  Conference  to  General  Conference  to  stand  upon  the  floor  and  look  at  m 
broiiker  delegate  and  think  that  he  himself  was  regaraed  as  a  man  stealer.  His 
name  had  gone  fortii,  time  and  again,  in  the  northern  pi^rs  in  this  wa^ ;  but  who 
of  his  northern  friends  had  ever  troubled  himself  to  write  a  line  in  vindication  of  boa 
character  and  position  ?  He  hoped  the  conference  would  not  for  one  moment  enter- 
tain the  tiionght  that  he  had  encouraged  his  nomination  for  "tiie  episcopacy.  He 
had  constandy  opposed  it,  and  yet  when  ^e  election  came  on,  the  speaker  did 
receive  some  votes,  perhaps  for^ ;  but  from  whom  did  they  come  f  Not  from  the 
flonth,  who  voted  for  Bishop  Andrew ;  nor  did  he  believe  they  came  from  the  west^ 
Int,  except  one  or  two  votes,  they  were  iirom  the  north. 

Dr.  Winans  would  ask  if  it  were  not  within  the  knowledge  of  brother  Davis  that 
aome  four  or  five  months  before  the  convening  of  the  General  Conference  of  1831^, 
•rran^ments  were  made  by  some  individual  belonging  to  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
enoe  m  order  to  secure  the  election  of  a  southern  non-4uveholding  man. 

Mr.  Davis  replied,-^!  solemnly  declare  that  this  is  the  first  time  1  ever  heard  s«tch 
« thing,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection. 
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Dr.  Winons  believed  he  could  vftett&nX  twenty  witneflses  to  preve  his  i 
Bishop  Soxde  would  respectfuUr  advise  the  hretluen  not  to  refer  to  indnridaal 
words  or  private  tnnsactioas.    These  private  transactions  coold  have  no  real  effect 
upon  the  main  question.    It  would  rest  on  far  higher  principles. 

Mr.  Pickering  wished  to  explain.  He  had  been  referred  to  as  having  said  some- 
thing that  was  not  true.  He  had  no  recollection  of  ever  nominating  the  brother  for 
the  episcopacy ;  but  this  was  not  because  he  had  not  a  high  esteem  for  hioo,  aa  he 
would  be  as  vrflling  to  nominate  lum  as  any  other  brother.  If  he  had  said  any- 
thingi  it  was  to  suggest  Dr.  Capers  as  a  suitable  man  to  make  the  nomination. 
Mr.  Finley's  preamble  and  resolution  were  then  read,  as  follows  >— 
"  Whereas,  the  Discipline  of  our  Church  forbids  the  doing  anything  calculated  to 
destroy  our  itinerant  general  superintendency,  and  whereas,  Bishop  Andzew  haa 
become  connected  with  slavery  by  marriage  and  otherwise,  and  this  act  having 
drawn  after  it  circumstances  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  General  Conference, 
wiU  greatly  embarrass  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  general  superintend- 
ent, iT  not  in  some  places  entirely  prevent  it ;  therefore, 

''  Besolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  ^ns  General  Conference  that  he  desist  finom  the 
exercise  of  this  office  so  long  as  this  impediment  remains. 

(Signed)  J.  B.  Fivlet, 

J.  M.  Trimble.*' 

He  proceeded, — I  have  offered  that  resolutbn  as  a  substitute  because  I  have 
thought  it  would  meet  the  case  better  than  any  yet  offered.  I  may  be  wrong.  But 
first  It  rests  the  proposition  on  its  true  grounds.  We  know  well  that  this  General 
Conference  is  restricted  in  reference  to  an  itinerant  seneralsuperintendency.  That 
the  itinerant  general  superintendence  ought  to  circulate  eve^where  there  can  be 
no  doubt.  The  resolution  does  not  iinpeach  the  character  of  Bishop  Andrew  in  any 
way ;  and  as  no  brodier  here  would  deny  the  fact  that  he  had  become  connected 
vrith  slavery,  the  resolution  is  predicated  on  the  principle,  that  the  act  had  brou^t 
after  it  circumstances  which  would  impede  and  prevent  his  circulation  as  an  itinerant 
general  superintendent.  What  do  we  request  of  Bishop  Andrew  in  that  resolution  T 
We  don't  depose  him  as  a  bishop ;  we  omy  say  it  is  the  sense  of  the  General  Con- 
ference that  he  ought  to  cease  to  exercise  the  office  till  this  embarraasment  ceases. 
I  do  not  wish  the  bishop  to  resicn.  I  have  no  such  disposition,  if  the  objections  te 
his  superintendency  were  out  of  the  way.  I  will  permit  no  man  on  the  floor  to  say 
diat  he  has  a  warmer  attachment  to  Bishop  Andrew  than  I  have.  I  love  him  lu  a 
Christian,  as  a  minister,  and  as  a  bishop.  I  hope  this  General  Conference  will  ^e 
him  a  litde  time,  and  perhaps  he  will  hy  and  by  be  able,  consistently  with  his  mte- 
lests  at  the  south,  to  fiee  himself  from  tms  incubus  of  slavery,  and  we  shall  have  him 
with  us  again  as  our  beloved  bishop.    I  hope  the  substitute  offered  vrill  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Spencer  said  he  could  not  vote  for  the  resolution  in  its  present  form ;  he 
would,  therefore,  move  that  it  be  so  amended  as  to  read,  free  himself  from,  slavery. 

An  amendment  on  a  substitute  was  pronounced  by  the  chair  out  of  order. 

Dr.  Olin  rose  to  speak  on  Mr.  Finley's  substitute.  He  referred  to  the  state  of 
his  health,  which  always  disoualified  him  for  long  sittings  in  confeience,  and  which, 
under  the  added  pressure  ot  an  afternoon  session,  admonished  him  that  he  might 
be  unable  to  be  present  throughout  the  entire  discussion — ^that  he  might  even  ne 
kept  away  at  the  final  vote,  a  circumstance  which  he  should  much  regret  This» 
'  said  Dr.  0.,  is  my  only  apology  for  seeking,  so  eariy,  an  opportunity  for  the  eaqprea- 
sion  of  my  sentiments  on  the  general  question,  to  which  I  vHll  now  proceed,  if  I 
may  have  the  indulgence  of  the  conference.  May  I  he  allowed  first  to  offer  another 
remark,  which  I  could  wish  had  not,  like  the  last,  exclusive  reference  to  myself  T 
My  relation  to  this  subject  is  somewhat  peculiar  and  most  painful  on  account  of 
my  personal  attachments  and  cherished  friendships. 


and  is  a  delicate  subject, 
bicb,  if  it  were  compatible  with  my  duty,  and  I  could  feel  at  liber^  to  do  so,  I 
would  gladly  leave  to  other  hands  and  heads.  Yet  the  very  delicacy  and  difficult 
of  my  position  render  it  the  more  imperative  upon  me  to  give  an  explicit  expreasxa 
of  my  views — ^the  more  so  becsose  I  Know  I  am  regarded  by  many  as  hemmed  in  by 
circumstanoes  so  untoward,  that  I  am  likely  to  be  trammelled  if  not  oontn^ed,  in 
spite  of  myself.  Now  I  will  not  affirm  that  I  shaU  be  exempt  from  these  mislettd^ 
ing  influences,  yet  vrill  I  promise  so  much — it  shall  be  my  aim  to  act  as  an  honest 
man,  with  a  single  eye  to  the  glory  of  Grod.  My  delicacies  are  not  all  on  one  siok>. 
They  press  upon  me  with  equal  force  on  aU  sides,  and  so  leave  me  as  free  as  others, 
it  may  be,  to  obey  the  dictates  of  duty. 
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I  gi?e  to  the  sabstote  oficced  by  the  Tenerable  brother  from  Ohio  a  decided 
Inference  over  the  cNnginal  refolation.  I  feel  strong  objections  to  that  resolationy 
^tod  no  less  to  the  pieamble.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  the 'Discipline  of  the 
Hethodist  Episcopal  CSiarch  contains,  or  is  meant  to  contain,  any  provision  against 
the  election  of  a  slaveholding  bishop,  nor  do  I  belibTe  that  any  such  inference  is 
&u>ly  deducible  fixxm  it.  I  must  hesitate,  therefore,  to  avow  such  a  doctrine.  I 
joay  not  affirm  directly,  or  by  any  implication,  that  the  Discipline  is  averse  to  the 
•election  of  a  slaveholder  to  that  office.  Now  it  seems  to  me  that  this  idea  is  con-  i 
Yeyed  when  it  is  said  that  such  an  election,  or  that  the  holding  of  slaves  by  a  bishop,  | 
IS  oonttary  to  the  "  settled  policy  alid  usage"  of  the  Church.  Since  the  organizatiofi 
of  the  federal  government  on  its  present  basis,  the  office  of  president  has  been 
occupied  durins  thhr^-five  years  by  citizens  of  Virginia,  and  forty-three  by  slave* 
holders,  while  mat  high  honour  has  been  enjoyed  only  twelve  years  by  northern 
statesmen.  Would  it  be  a  proper  use  of  language  to  say  that  it  is  the  "  settled 
policy  and  usage"  of  our  country,  diat  the  office  of  president  should  be  for  die  most 
part  confined  to  southern  men  ?  "  ^Mge"  Carries,  to  some  extent,  at  least,  the  idea 
of  common  law  and  acknowledged  right  or  privilege.  In  this  sense  it  is  obviously 
mapplicable  to  the  case  in  hand.  We  have  bitherto  had  no  slaveholder  for  bishop, 
4Eiot  uiat  we  have  a  law  against  it,  but  because  the  non-elaveholding  candidates  have 
alvBuys  received  a  minority  of  the  votes.  The  mi^jority  will  always  be  able  to  judge 
«f  what  the  interests  or  sentiments  of  the  whole  Church  fiom  time  to  time  may  de^ 
mand,  and  such  a  declaration  as  that  in  the  preamble  is  uncalled  for,  as  well  as  not 
atrictly  true.  The  fects  alleged  as  the  nound  of  the  resolution,  if  true,  are  at  least 
cUflputable,  as  we  have  the  best  possible  proof  in  the  diseassions  and  explanations  • 
to  whioh  we  have  just  listened.  They  are  not  matters  of  record,  or  history,  or 
^neral  notoriety,  and  they  are  not  adapted  to  be  the  basis  of  our  solemn  decisioM 
m  a  case  of  such  grave  importance. 

I  do  not  like  the  issue  to  which  that  resolution  sought  to  lead  us.    I  do  not  wish 
by  any  act  or  vote  of  mine  to  say  or  insinuate  that  Bishop  Andrew  is  not  a  most 
desirable  man  for  the  ej^iscopacy.    Undoabtedly,  under  the  pressure  f^  our  diffi*     . 
cnlties,  had  he  voluntarily  come  forward,  and  done  what  the  conference  by  that    / 
resolution  ask  him  to  do,  it  might  have  been  the  best  way  to  relieve  us  from  the    f 
embarrassment.    At  least  some  may  think  so.     But  I  doubt  the  propriety  of  asking    i 
him  to  do,  under  the  constraining  influence  of  onr  vote,  what,  if  done  at  all,  ought 
to  be  done  voluntarily ;  for  it  might  thus  be  understood  that  even  if  he  were  nee 
from  this  embarrassment,  we  still  should  not  prefer  to  have  him  for  a  bishop. 

I  look  upon  tiiis  question  after  all,  not  a»  a  legal,  but  as  a  sreat  practical  question;     i 
«nd  my  views  are  quite  disembarrassed  from  conatitntional  scruples  or  difficulties.     ' 
We  came  to  this  (General  Conference  fitmitfae  nortii,  south,  east,  and  west,  with  the 
beat  dispositions  in  all  parties  to  harmonize  as  well  as  we  might,  and  to  make  the 
least  of  our  differences.    There  were  few  symptoms  of  discontent  or  disaffection, 
askd  it  was  generally  thought  tiiat  we  should  now  make  a  sattsfectoiy  settlement  ol 
oar  difficulties,  and  go  hflme  more  harmonious  than  ever  in  feeling  and  action.     I 
bad  good  reason  for  coming  to  this  conclusion.    I  knew,  or  thou^t  I  knew,  the 
leeUngs  of  my  brethren  in  the  north  and  east,  and  I  had  enjoyed  a  pretty  free  cor 
respondence  and  iuterconne  with  brethren  of  the  south ;  and  I  am  sure  we  all 
came  up  to  this  conference  witii  the  best  purpoeea,  and  the  best  hopes.    I  was  ill, 
and  dia  not  reach  the  conference  at  the  commencement,  and  it  was  not  mitil  I  had 
taken  my  seat  on  this  floor,  and  heard  of  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  us,  that 
my  mina  was  robbed  of  these  hopes.    I  was  stunned  and  overwhelmed  with  the     i 
tidings,  and  in  ten  minutes  made  up  my  mind  that  our  embarrassments  were  stu*     * 
pendons,  if  not  insuperidile.    I  have  smce  made  dihgent  inquiries  from  brethren 
«s  to  the  actual  conoUtum  and  sentiments  of  the  northern  Churches,  and  what  would 
be  the  results  there,  if  things  remain  as  tiiey  are.    I  have,  for  the  most  part,  r^ 
firained  from  ^otng  to  the  men  who  have  taken  part  in  the  controversies  that  have 
agitated  us  hitiierto,  because  I  thought  their  testimony,  in  a  case  of  this  sort,  might 
not  perhaps  be  bo  much  relied  upon ;  but  I  have  a»irBSsed  my  inquiries  to  men 
-whom  I  know  to  be  opponents  (AlSaa  abolition  movement ;  and  they  concur  in  be*  i 
lieving  that  this  is  precisely  the  state  of  thmgs  in  which  they  most  fear  to  retum  | 
liome  to  their  flocks— «na  they  declare,  wim  one  consent,  that  the  difficulty  is    '^ 
unmanageable  and  overwhebmng.    I  hope  it  will  turn  out  in  the  end  that  theiv 
fears  outrun  the  reality.    But,  I  confess,  I  know  not  where  to  look  for  testimony 
In  this  matter,  but  to  the  accredited,  and  venerable,  and  discreet  representatives  df 
1^  variooa  ccmfaraooes;  aod-I  lepeat^  that,  fehning  my  condononsoB  ^is  ground^. 
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our  most  pradent  men  do  rerad  oar  prestet  conditioB  as  pregnant  witik  < 
and  as  threatening  manifold  oiaaaten  and  diaaffectioDB  tbioagtaoat  llie  lis 
£piBcopal  Church ;  and,  after  making  what  allowance  we  can  for  any  local  or  par- 
tial view,  I  am  stiU  oompeUed  to  resard  the  evil  aa  a  ereat  and  portentooa  one.  It 
addrefloea  itself  to  oa  aa  the  only  tribonal  having  the  legitimate  antliority  to  ad  a 
the  premisea. 

Toe  calamity  haa  come  without  warning.  The  intelligence  has  fidlen  down  upon 
us  like  a  thunder-bolt  from  a  serene  sky ;  but  we  must  grapple  with  the  difficult 
ties.  It  is  for  t^  General  Conference  alone  to  dispose  of  them  in  some  way.  it 
moat  be  remembered,  however,  that  this  oonfei^noe  is  Hmited  in  its  action  by  coo- 
atitutional  restrictions,  which  it  may  not  transcend  finr  the  removal  of  the  most 
ruinous  evil.  I  can  conceive  of  questiona  coming  up  here,  ao  beaet  with  legal  and 
.  constitutional  embarrassments,  that  this  General  Conference  could  only  weep  oyer 
Ihem,  and  give  such  coiiuael  as  it  might  judge  proper.  If  there  erer  was  a  qoea* 
tion  beset  with  great  practical  difficultiea,  surely  it  is  that  under  which  we  now 
croan ;  it  is  so  &dged  about  and  filled  with  evils,  which  this  oonference  camot 
hope  to  prevent  or  cure.  Yet  our  powers  are  so  great  as  to  allow  ua  to  make  aoma 
ixrovision  against  them,  and  to  some  extent,  at  least,  meet  the  wants  of  the  Cfanrch, 
m  thia  great  emergency.  We  may  do  much,  and  we  may  make  many  anang^ 
ments  in  regard  to  the  episcopacy ;  bat  our  powers  are  still  limited  and  reatxicted 
in  two  things.  We  cannot  do  away  wfth  the  eiiiscopacy ;  we  cannot  infringe  upon 
its  character  as  a  general  superintendency.  Within  tiiese  limits,  it  aeema  to  me, 
that  we  have  large  powers — plenary  powers  lor  canying  out  through  the  epiaoo- 
pacy  the  general  purposes  of  the  conference  and  the  Church.  We  may  almoat  do 
what  we  will,  avoiding  to  come  in  conflict  with  the  general  ndea,  and  the  righta 
Qi  individuals.  Unquestionably  the  conference  cannot  touch  the  ministerial  righta 
of  any  one  of  its  memben  or  officers.  I  believe  we  are  all  prepared  to  reeogniao 
die  nght  of  souUiem  brethren  to  hold  slaves  under  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline. 
We  shall  acknowledge  and  guaranty  the  entire  of  the  privilegea  and  immunitiaa 
of  all  parties  in  the  Church.  I  here  declare,  that  if  a  remedy  shoold  be  proDosed 
.  that  would  trench  on  the  constitutional  claims  of  southern  mimsters,  I  wonld  not, 
;  to  save  the  Church  from  any  possible  calamity,  violate  this  great  charter  of  oar 
;  rights.  I  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  saying,  that  no  man,  who  is  a  Metfaodiat,. 
and  deserves  a  place  among  ua,  can  call  in  qaeetion  here  any  rights  secured  by  our 
charter.  I  do  not  sa^  that  ne  may  not  be  a  very  honesty  or  a  very  piou^  man,  who 
doubts  the  compatibility  of  slavenolding,  on  the  conditions  of  the  Piacipline,  with 
the  ministerial  office ;  but  in  this  he  is  not  a  Methodist.  He  may  be  a  very  good 
man,  but  a  veiy  bad  Meihodisi!  and  if  such  a  man  doubts  if  the  Cfanrch  wiU  re- 
fimn,  or  is  too  impatient  of  delay,  let  him,  as  I  would  in  his  place,  do  as  oar  frienda 
in  New-England  did  last  year,  go  to  some  other  Church,  or  set  up  one  for  himaelf. 
Not  only  is  holding  slaves,  on  the  conditions  and  under  the  reatrictions  of  the 
Discipline,  no  diaquabfication  for  the  ministerial  office ;  but  I  will  go  a  Httie  fqufaar, 
'  and  say,  that  slavdiolding  is  not  constitutionally  a  forfeiture  of  a  man's  right,  if  he 
may  be  said  to  have  one,  to  the  office  of  a  bishop.  The  Chnroh,  spread  out  through 
all  the  land,  will  alwaya  determine  for  itself  what  are  disqualifications  and  what 
are  not,  and  it  has  a  perfect  right  to  determine  whether  skveholding,  or  aboltliaD* 
ism,  or  any  other  &ct,  shall  be  taken  into  oonsideratioa  in  its  electiana. 

These  are  my  principles.  I  have  never  doubted  with  regard  to  them.  I  will 
add,  that  I  can  never  give  a  vote  whieh  does  violence  to  my  sentBnenta  in  regard 
to  the  reUgious  aspect  <^  the  subject.  I  here  dedare,  that,  if  I  ever  saw  the 
graces  of  the  Chriatian  miniatry  displayed,  or  its  virtues  developed,  it  haa  been 
among  slaveholders.  I  wish  here  to  divest  myself  of  what,  to  some,  may  aeem 
an  advantaae  that  does  not  belong  to  me.  I  will  not  conceal^-I  avow  that  I  waa 
a  slaveholder,  and  a  minister  at  toe  aouth,  and  I  never  dreamed  that  my  riglit  to 
.  the  ministry  was  questionable,  or  that  in  the  sight  of  God  I  was  leaa  fitted  to 
preach  the  Gospel  on  that  account.  And  if  the  state  of  my  health  had  not  driven 
me  away  from  that  region,  I  should  probably  have  been  a  slaveholder  to  thia  day. 
In  this  d^  of  reform,  and  manifold  sugg^estionB,  I  go  further,  and  aay,  that,  if  by 
a  vote  of  this  (jreneral  Conference,  you  might  call  in  qneation  the  right  of  oar  aoatb- 
«m  brethren  to  the  ministry,  and  make  their  daim  to  the  sacred  4iffioe  depcaidant 
on  their  giving  immediate  beedom  to  their  slave*,  I  do  not  think  that  that  woold 
be  a  blessing  to  the  slaves,  or  to  the  Church.  I  do  not  believe  the  slave  fiwea 
worse  for  having  a  Christian  maater,  and  I  think  the  preachers  may  have  more  of 
public  oonfidenoe  on  ow  preaeat  platk    I  know  these  opioiona  maj  by  aone  ho 
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regarded  w  »»gopnd,  and  I  make  diem  not  becante  tbrnrlunre  ■^Bpeolal  vahie  ov 

novelty,  but  because  I  profess  to  speak  my  sentiments  neely. 

With  regard  to  the  particular  case  before  us,  I  feel  constraiued  to  make  oiie  or 
two  remarks.  If  ever  there  was  a  man  worthy  to  fill  the  episcopal  office  by  hia 
disinterestedness,  his  love  of  the  Church,  his  ardent,  melting  sympathy  for  afi  tiiie 
interests  of  humanity,  but  above  all  for  lus  uncompromising  aikd  unreaerved  adv(^ 
cacy  of  the  interest  of  the  slave — ^if  these  are  qualificatjona  &r  the  office  of  • 
bishop,  then  James  O.  Andrew  is  pre-eminently  fitted  to  hold  that  office.  I  know 
him  well.  He  was  the  friend  of  my  youth,  and  although  by  his  experience  and 
his  position  fitted  to  be  a  father,  yet  ne  made  me  a  brother,  and  no  mast  has  more 
fully  shared  my  sympathies,  or  more  intimately  known  my  heart,  for  theae  twen^ 
years.  His  house  has  been  my  home ;  on  Ms  bed  h^ve  I  lain  in  sickness,  and  he, 
with  lus  sainted  wife  now  in  heaven,  has  been  my  comforter  and  nurse.  Noouea* 
tion  under  heaven  could  have  presented  itself  so  painfully  oppressive  to  my  feennga 
as  the  one  now  before  us.  If  I  had  a  hundred,  votes,  and  Bishop.  Andiew  were 
not  pressed  by  the  difficulties  which  now  rest  upon  him,  without  any  Mnroos  in* 
tention  on  his  part  I  am  sure,  he  is  the  man  to  whom  I  would  give  -wem  aU.  I 
know  no  man  who  has  been  so  bold  an  advocate  for  the  interest  of  the  slaves ;  and 
when  I  hxve  been  constrained  to  refrain  from  saying  what  perhaps  i  ahould  ka?e 
said,  I  have  heard  him  at  camp  meetings  and  on  other  publio  occasions  call  liMU> 
lessly  on  masters  to  see  to  the  spiritual  and  temporal  interests  of  their  slaves,  as  a 
iugh  Christian  duty.  Excepting  ope  honoured  brother,  whose  name  will  heros^fter 
be  recorded  as  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of  the  African  race,  I  knotw  of  no 
man  who  has  done  so  mucn  for  the  slave  as  Bishop  Andrew.  I  know,  sir,  I  am 
not  speaking  to  the  question,  but  I  am  stating  facts,  facta  which  I  am  sure  will 
lead  brethren  to  act  with  caution  and  tenderness  in  ^us  business. 

It  wUl  be  readily  inferred,  from  what  I  have  said,  that  if  we  cannot  aet  withanS 
calling  in  question  the  rights  of  the  southern  brethren,  we  had  better,  in  my  opfnion, 
not  act  at  all,  for  I  believe  it  would  be  better  to  submit  to  the  gseoteift  caUunitiae 
than  infringe  upon  our  own  constitution.  Yet  it  seems  to  me  that  we  are  not  afant 
up  to  such  a  disastrous  course,  and  that  we  may  so  dispose  of  this  case  as  to  escape 
both  these  difficulties.  We  cannot  punish.  I  would  not  vote  for  any  reaolutirai 
that  would  even  censure ;  and  yet,  with  the  powers  that  confessedly  belong  to  tlso 
General  Conference,  I  trust  some  measure  may  be  adopted  that  may  greatly  paUiala 
and  diminish,  if  it  cannot  wholly  avert,  the  aangers  that  threaten  us.  The  9nbsti» 
tute  now  proposed  I  regard  as  such  a  measure.  ^  In  it  this  General  Confereoce 
expresses  its  wish  and  will  that,  under  existing  circumstances— meaning,  by  that 
word,  not  merely  the  &ct  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  become  a  slaveholder,  but  the 
state  of  the  Church,  Uie  sentiments  that  prevail— the  excitement,  and  the  deep  feel* 
ing  of  the  pet^le  on  the  subject — feeling,  it  may  be,  which  diisMiualifies  dim  for 
calm,  dispassionate  views  in  the  premi8es«-that,  under  these  circumstances^  it  ja 
the  wish  and  will  of  the  brethren  of  this  conference  that  Bishop  Andrew,  againA 
-whom  we  bring  no  charge,  on  whose  fiur  character  we  fix  no  re|«t)ach,  shouQ,  for 
the  present,  refrain  finom  ^e  exercise  of  his  episcopal  functions.  Thii  resolution 
proposes  no  punishment.  It  does  not  censure.  It  expresses  ne  opinion  cf  the 
bishop's  conduct.  It  only  seeks  to  avert  disastrous  results  by  the  exercise  of  the 
conservative,  of  the  self-preserving,  powers  of  this  conference. 

If  the  brethren  who  occupy  the  extreme  positions  in  this  question  seek  rather  to 
allay  than  excite  the  fever  ot  feeling,  we  will  yet  hope— even  allow  me  to  beiieve^^ 
diat  these  difficulties  may  be  removed.  I  had  even  thought,  if  we  oould  so  manage 
this  question  as  to  avoid  casting  any  reflections  upon  the  south;  if  we  could  fam 
Bishop  Andrew  without  an  impeachment;  if  we  are  careful  to  save  that  point  ae 
fiur  as  possible,  I  have  confidence  that,  whenever  he  believes  he  can  do  it  without 
compromising  a  principle,  which  I  know,  in  the  present  situation,  be  feels  himself 
called  upon  to  represent  and  maintain — if  we  could  save  that  point,  and  hold  up  a 
shield  over  the  interests  dearer  tq  him  and  othcus  than  his  own  life  even— I  do  not 
allow  myself  to  despair  that,  as  soon  as  circumstances  will  allow,  and  difficultieai  - 
now  insuperable,  shall  be  removed,  he  wiU  be  ready  to  make  great  sacrifices  for  the 
general  good  of  the  Church.  I  have  no  right  to  say  so.  I  omy  give  it  as  my  eoo^ 
viction,  uat  if  he  can  possibly  relieve  us  of  our  embarrassment  he  wiUL  My  oonfi* 
dence  in  the  man  is  such,  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  asserting  this.  I  look  at  this 
proposition  not  as  a  punishment  of  any  grade  or  sort.  It  is  as  if  you  were  to  say  to* 
Or.  Peck,  your  editor,  who,  for  some  cause,  might  have  become  unpopular,  <*  Vou 
ar»  our  agent.    Circumstances,  at  present,  are  tt^favoorable  to  your  esecciMng  your 
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IbaotktxiB;  and  in  llie  esceitaon  of  onr  jiut  ducretxm  in  the  caie,  and  became  your 
want  of  fiiYoor  with  the  pablic  interferes  with  the  saccesa  of  that  department  over 
which  yea  are  placed,  we  withdraw  yoa,  for  the  preaen^  from  thia  particiilar  field 
of  dnty.  We  ao  not  cenaore  you,  and  we  cordially  retain  you  in  the  ranks  of  our 
in7!:;jatry."  I  am  not  learned  in  conatitiitional  law.  It  ia,  perhapa,  for  want  of 
korger  experience  that  thia  ia  the  only  view  I  am  able  to  take  of  thia  aabject ;  at 
which,  faowereTi  I  think  I  have  airiTed  by  a  ooure^,  I  will  not  aay  of  aound  argo- 
ment,  but  by  natoral  and  easy  a^proachea.  With  my  constitutional  viewa,  I  am 
idlowed  to  inquire  in  this  caae  which  course  will  do  the  least  harm  7  And  I  beh'eve 
that  which  is  propoeed  by  this  subetitate  to  be  a  constitutional  measure,  dishonour- 
able to  none,  umust  to  none.  As  suoh  I  should  wish  it  to  go  ibrth,  ^th  the  solemn 
declantioD  of  tnis  General  Conference  that  we  do  not  deti^  it  as  a  punishment 
or  a  censure ;  that  it  is,  in  our  apprehension,  only  a  pradentml  and  expedient  mea- 
■nre,  calculated  to  avert  the  great  evila  that  threaten  us. 

I  know  the  difficultiea  of  the  aouth.  I  know  the  excitement  that  is  likely  to  pre- 
vail among  the  people  there.  Yet,  allowing  our  worst  fears  all  to  be  realized,  the 
■oath  will  have  thia  advantage  over  us — ^the  aouthem  conferences  are  likely,  in  any 
event,  to  harmonize  among  diemselves — ^they  will  form  a  compact  body.  In  our 
northern  conferences  thia  will  be  impossible  in  the  present  state  of  things.  They 
cannot  bring  their  whole  people  to  act  together  on  one  common  ground;  statbna 
and  ciroaits  will  be  so  weakened  and  broken  aa  in  ntany  instances  to  be  unable  to 
soatain  their  ndnistry.  I  speak  on  this  point  in  accordance  with  the  conviction  of 
my  own  judgment,  after  luving  travelle«l  three  thousand  mfles  thrcmgh  the  New- 
■  lgngl«qvl  and  New-York  Conferences,  that  if  some  action  is  not  had  on  this  subject 
oaleulaled  to  hold  ont  hope— to  impart  a  meaaure  of  satisfaction  to  the  people-^there 
'  will  be  distractions  and  oivisionB  ruinous  to  souls,  and  fatal  to  the  permanent  inte- 
I  rests  of  the  Church. 

I  feel,  air,  that  if  thia  greet  difficulty  ahall  result  in  separation  from  onr  aouthem 
brethren,  we  lose  not  our  right  hand  merely,  but  our  very  hearts'  blood.  Over  such 
an  event  I  should  not  cease  to  i>our  out  my  prayers  and  tears  aa  over  a  grievous  and 
unmitigated  calamity.  It  was  in  that  part  of  our  Zion  that  God,  for  Christ's  sake, 
converted  my  soul.  There  I  first  entered  on  the  Cluistian  ministry.  From  thence 
oome  the  beloved,  honoured  brethren  who  now  surround  me,  with  whom  and 
among  whom  I  have  laboured,  and  suffered,  and  rejoiced,  and  seen  the  doings  of 
the  riffht  hand  of  the  Son  of  God.  If  the  day  shall  come  when  we  must  be  sepa- 
rated by  lines  of  demorkation,  I  shall  yet  think  often  of  thoae  beyond  with  the  kind- 
est, wannest  feelings  of  an  Iranest  Christian  heart.  But,  sir,  I  will  yet  trust  that 
we  may  put  far  off  this  evil  day.  If  we  can  pass  such  a  measure  as  will  shield  our 
principles  from  aH  infringement-^if  we  can  send  forth  such  a  measure  aa  will  neither 
^i^iure  nor  justly  offend  the  south— as  shall  neither  censure  nor  dishonour  Bishop 
Andrew,  and  yet  shall  meet  the  pressing  wants  of  the  Church ;  and,  above  all,  if 
Almighly  God  shall  be  pleased  to  help  by  pouring  out  his  Spirit  upon  ns,  we  may 
jrat  aw>id  the  rock  on  which  we  now  seem  but  too  likely  to  split. 

I  wiU  add  one  word  in  reference  to  what  has  been  ao  often  repeated  about  die 
abolition  excitement  in  New-England  and  the  north.  I  have  never  thought  it  &  good 
thing  to  introduce  agitation  into  the  Church.  I  have  thought  it  better,  ao  far  aa 
practicable,  to  keep  clear  from  all  controversies,  and,  for  myself,  have  felt  bound  to 
do  ao.  I  Imve  been  kept  fiom  taking  any  part  in  the  great  aboKtion  controversy  hj 
the  ammgementa  of  Providence ;  but  I  must  declare  that  the  interests,  the  purpoees, 
the  meaaurea  which  seem  at  this  time  to  unite  the  north  in  sympathy  have  not  origi- 
nated with  abolitioaista,  usually  so  called.  The  concern  felt  on  the  subject  now 
before  us  in  much  more  general.  The  New-York  Conference,  of  which  I  was  made 
a  member  when  abroad,  and  without  my  knowledge,  was  never  an  abolition  con- 
fisrence.  Some  of  my  friends,  members  of  that  conference,  and  themselves  decided 
^raHdonista,  have  complained  to  me  of  the  action  of  that  body  in  suspending  some 
young  preachers,  for  their  activity  in  the  abolition  cause,  aa  flagrantly  tyrannical  and 
muuat  The  Troy  Conference  is  not  an  abolition  conference,  and  never  was.  Theee, 
ana  other  northern  conferences,  have  firmly  opposed  the  abolition  movement  They 
kave  been  as  a  wall  of  brass  fo  turn  back  the  strong  tide,  and  protect  the  aoatbem 
nguts  and  mterests. 

Ministers  and  laymen,  in  aome  portiona  of  onr  work,  have  agitated  thia  question 
in  their  conferences  and  churches,  but  generally  northern  Methodists  have  been 
opposed  to  such  action.  They  commonly  regard  slavery  a  great  evil,  thoneh  not 
Bfaqessarily  a  am ;  bat  it  would  be  a  great  mistake  to  conclude  that  the  anti-aiaveiy 
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MAtimenti  of  Medio&te  baare  been  wholly,  or  bk«%,  tli*frmii  of  Cfaoieh  actaoa 
or  agitation.    Brethren  fall  into  a  great  error  in  imagining  that  all  the  aboiition 
infloences  abroad  in  the  northern  Cbmchea  originated  in  them.    On  the  contrary, 
our  common  newspapers,  the  contests  and  canvaasings  connected  with  our  elections)  ^ 
our  periodical  literatiue,  are  rife  with  abolitionism  on  other  and  broader<  grounds.  \ 
It  is,  perhaps,  to  be  regretted  that  this  embairaasmg  subject  is  so  much  discussed  at  < 
"Qie  north;  bat  it  is  certainly  true  that  Methodists  here  derive  their  sentiments  ' 
chiefly  from  such  souroes  as  I  have  intimated«*-6nom  their  reading,  and  from  inteD>  1 
course  with  their  feUow-dtizens.    The^  are  abolitionists  naturally  and  inevitably,  / 
because  they  breathe  the  atmo^here  of  this  coontry^becanse  the  sea  is  open  to 
6*00  adventure,  and  their  freighted  ships  bring  home  periodicals  and  books  from  all 
the  countries  of  Europe,  tinged,  or,  if  any  prefer,  infected  with  these  views*    The 
difficulties  of  this  question,  then,  do  not  arise  chiefly  from  its  relation  to  aboUtiouuRa 
in  the  Church,  but  from  the  general  tone  of  feeling  among  the  people  of  the  noo- 
slaveholding  states.    I  trust,  sir,  that  in  pronouncing  our  sentiments  on  the  subject 
under  consideration,  we  shall  not  regard  ourselves  as  actii^  ^r  distbict  and  anlago> 
nist  interests— -that  we  shall  not  in^uhre  whether  we  may  u^ict  an  izqury  upon  one 
portion  of  the  Church  regarded  by  itself,  and  no  doubt  justly,  as  ever  mindfril  of  its 
constitutional  obligations,  to  save  anotiier  portion  from  evils  engendered  in  the  hot- 
bed of  abohtionism— «  part  of  the  Church  ever  ready  to  trample  down  cOnstitntionat 
barriers,  and  remove  old  landmarks  and  securities. 

That  is  not  the  true  issue ;  for  in  four-fifths  of  the  anti«slaver^  conferences,  to  say ; 
nothing  of  the  rest,  there  have  been  no  a^tations,  no  seeds  of  abolition  sown,  biit ; 
the  people  have  formed  their  opizuons  as  citizens  of  the  country ;  and  notwithstand*' 
ing  these  convictbns  on  the  subject,  they  have  as  tender  a  xvgard  for  the  interests 
of  the  Church  as  any  of  their  brethren.  As  a  member  of  the  New-York  Conference^ 
I  do  most  earnestly  protest  against  any  declaration  which  shaU  go  forth  before  the 
worid,  affirming  or  mtamating  that  the  New-York  Conference,  as  such,  has  at  aU 
meddled  in  this  matter,  except  to  prevent  apprehended  evil,  uid  to  perform  what 
it  regarded  as  a  pressing,  thouah  pamfol  duty  to  the  whole  Church.  I  will  only  saty 
frurther,  that  in  our  action  in  the  case  of  a  venerable  and  beloved  bishop,  we  have 
trouble  and  sorrow  enoiigh  heaped  upon  us-— Felion  on  Ossa— afflictions  on  afflio* 
tion.  Let  not,  then,  this  drop  of  bitterness  be  wrong  into  the  cup  which  we  are 
compelled  to  dnnk.  Let  it  not  be  said  that  we  are  groaning  under  the  pressure  of 
difficulties  aiisins  from  an  agitation  which  we  have  got  up  and  cannot  now  aUay. 
Let  it  not  be  said  that  we  are  now  suffering  tiie  consequences  of  our  nncoostita* 
tional  meddling  with  the  subject  of  slavery— that  the  s€«d  sown  by  us  has  sprang 
up,  and  we  are  now  reaping  the  harvest.  As  a  delegate  from  the  New-York  Con* 
ference,  I  syinjpathize  with  its  honour;  and  I  declare,  oefore  heaven  and  earth,  that 
it  is  no  fiiult  of  that  body  of  mimsters  that  we  are  now  pressed  down  with  such  a 
burden  of  difficulties.  Sir,  there  are  men  in  this  conference  who  have  suffered 
much  in  vindicating  what  they  regarded  the  rights  of  the  south.  My  venerable 
friend  on  my  right  has,  on  tUs  account,  received  great  and  unmerited  oUoqny* 
Another  excellent  minister  on  my  left,  and  many  more  not  now  in  my  eye,  have 
been  reproached  as  pro«]aveiy  men  and  men^tealezs  for  the  part  they  thought  it 
their  duty  to  take  against  the  ultra  views  and  measures  Uiat  threatened  to  prevail  a 
few  years  aso.  They  have  deserved  well— I  think  they  have  merited  the  uiankft— 
of  southern  brethren  for  their  earnest  efforts  to  shield  uiem  and  their  rights  agaanst 
encroachments  on  the  constitution  of  the  Church.  Sir,  I  hav^  done.  I  do  not  pre* 
tend  to  have  sncceeded  in  making  a  oonstitiilional  argument.  My  object  was  fo  do 
my  duty  in  stating,  as  wdll  as  I  was  able,  the  just  and  proper  grounds  of  the 
proposed  resolution.  " 

Bar.  Drake  said,  there  was  no  brother  ^xnm  vHiom  he  should  more  expect,  con- 
rJiatory  measures  than  the  one  from  whom  this  substitute  came.    He  believed  that 
o»  and  the  brethren  from  the  same  conference  were  ardently  attached  to  the  union 
of  the  Church,  and  doubtless  the  resolution  had  been  framed  with  the  beet  inten- 
tion of  harmonizing  Uie  brediren.    He  felt  sure  tlwt  the  last  speaker  had  the  same 
fec^g  in  a  pre-emment  decree.    He  (Mr.  D.)  had  also  always  desired  the  xuatf 
of  the  Church,  and  wi&  all  hb  heart  he  stm  desired  it,  nor  would  he  make  any 
suggestion  that  would  injure  the  peace  of  the  Church.    But  with  all  due  deferenoe . 
to  what  had  been  said,  he  thought  that  in  no  vital  prindple  did  the  substitute  differ  | 
from  the  original  resolution,  though  in  the  preamble  he  thought  it  inn^ndile.    B«t ) 
be  could  not  see  the  difference  between  the  bishop's  resigning  his  office,  and  refrain* 
ing  from  the  exetoise  of  iti  functions,  especially  as  his  ctroon^tances  are  anch  as  he 
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Itm  no  control  oirer,  and  tfafliefon  tlie  reqneet  oonteiiiikLatod  woold  be  ^qaivalent 
to  a  reoaeit  to  resign,  to  all  intents  and  pntpofles. 

Let  ttKtm  look  at  the  aspect  it  wocdd  baYe  belbre  the  aontfaem  world.  It  would 
of  ooune  be  aajrin^i  that  a  bishop  of  the  M.  E.  Chnreh  4»nnot  hold  office  if  be  bold 
daves,  the  Disoi|9lme  notwithstanding.  The  conference  would  declare  that  a  bishop 
boald  not  bold  his  office  and  his  slaves,  though  the  Discipline  said  be  coold  not  6ee 
those  slwres.  There  was  another  view  that  liad  been  taken  by  speakers.  Accord* 
inff  to  the  iUnstration  given  to-day  a  bishop  is  to  be  considered  in  the  same  light  as  an 
eutor.  Now,  sir,  (oontinoed  Mr.  D.,>  wnile  I  bold  the  Methodist  doctrine  that  the 
episeopacy  is  not  disdncdy  an  order  aoove  elders,  yet  I  have  never  leaned  that  the 
office  of  an  editor  is  of  the  same  character.  An  editor  holds  his  office  at  the  wflBE 
of  tbe  appointing  power,  the  episcopacy  hold  their  office  lor  life,  or  daring  "  good  be- 
havionr.^  Is  not  tfiis  the  onivenal  understanding  upon  the  subject?  Now  to  say  that 
we  can  deprive  a  bishop  of  his  office,  and  yet  not  censure  him— to  say  Aat  we  can 
d^wse,  and  yet  leave  his  episcopal  robe  unstained— is  to  my  mind  absurd  in  die 
extreme.  Sir,  we  cannot  pass  this  resolution  without  hanging  up  Bishop  Andrew 
before  the  whole  Church  as  having  committed  a  sin  either  against  Metnodiam  or 
against  Cfarist !  And  against  which  has  he  sinned  7  Now,  according  to  the  ezpo> 
anion  of  the  last  speaker,  he  has  not  sinned  against  Methodism,  and  I  have  yet  to 
hear  that  he  has  sinned  a^fainst  Christianity ;  so  that  according  to  their  own  show- 
ing tfaev  cannot  punish  hnn  without  committing  an  extrajudicial  act.  Nor  can  this 
eooise  be  pmnued,  and  the  mnon  of  the  Church  be  preserved.    Bishop  Andrew 

[must  be  continued  in  the  episcopal  office,  or  yon  certainly  divide  the  Cnnrch.  I 
do  not  soy  that  the  south  wbula  be  seceder^;  so  fer  as  I  know  the  views  of  ibe 
brethren  en  that  sulgect  they  would  stand  on  the  ground  of  Methodist  principles^ 
and  they  woold  not  move.  But  it  appears  to  me,  that  if  the  declared  sentiments 
of  brethren  from  the  north  be  the  general  disposition,  theare  is  still  a  mode  by 
which  Bishop  Andrew  may  continue  m  his  office,  and  exercise  all  its  functions.  I 
claim  to  be  as  sincere  a  Christian,  and  as  strongly  attached  to  Methodism,  as  any  of 
the  northern  brethren.  A  former  speaker  had  said,  let  them  do  that  wfaidi  woiildy 
npon  the  whde,  be  me  least  evil ;  and  justified  the  present  measure  on  the  mund, 
oat  if  the  south  went  thev  would  go  unanimously,  while  the  ncnrth  would  be  bro- 
ken up  into  fragments  if  they  were  driven  away,  oecanse  of  the  variety  of  opinion 
tiiat  prevailed  among  them.  Now  we  will  take  for  granted  all  that  the  brother  has 
said  upon  the  subject,  and  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  committed  no  sin,  which  the  north 
acknowledges,  and  for  tiiis  would  they  cut  off  450,000  members,  and  1,200  preachers ! 
But  suppose  there  were  difficulties,  and  difficulties  there  would  be  I  admit,  may 
we  not  take  the  ground  that  if  we  remain,  under  the  Discipline,  even  the  majority 
Off  the  members  nave  no  power  to  drive  us  therefrom  T  But  does  the  conference 
suppose  that  even  if  they  give  up  this  point,  the  demands  of  the  north  will  be  sat- 
isnedf  No ;  for  I  have  beard  some  or  them  say,  when  I  asked  the  question,  tiiat 
this  was  all  they  should  expect  at  prssxnt.  Why,  this  means  only  that  afterward 
they  should  expect  more ;  and  at  the  next  Oeneral  Conference  &ey  will  probably 
come  up  and  demand  that  no  elder  who  is  a  slaveholder  shall  preside,  on  the  same 
grounds  that  they  now  take  in  reference  to  bishops.  Let  the  conference  now  mo- 
elaim  that  to  save  a  schism  in  the  north,  they  will  depose  a  bishop  from  his  office, 
and  they  will  have  next  conference  for  the  same  purpose  to  proclaim  that  a  pre- 
-""'ng  elder  shall  be  similariy  dealt  with.  Now,  it  brethren  are  honest  in  sayiuf 
~ Tm3 


that  because  Bishop  Andrew  has  to  so  to  the  north,  therefore  there  are  good' 

tenable  gnmnds  for  the  passage  of  the  resolution,  then  I  will  sugmt  something 
which  I  think  will  meet  the  difficulty  without  violation  of  the  Discipline.  The 
speaker  then  suggested  a  resolution  to  the  following  effect: — 

■It  i}jgx  whereas  there  liave  been  found  difficulties  of  a  serious  nalnre  in  die 
bishops  of  the  M.  £.  Church  exercising  a  general  superuDtendency,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  recommend  the  epiMOpBcy  to 
to  each  superintendent  his  sphere  of  labour  for  the  next  four  years.'' 

This  he  contended  could  not  be  objected  to  on  constitutional  grounds,  and  he  had 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  die  work  would  be  better  done  under  sudi  an  anaBce- 
«ent,  the  present  phm  being  impracticfd>le  in  view  of  the  difficulties  now  preasmg 
upon  them. 

A  member  here  interrupting  the  speaker  on  the  groond  of  order,  he  said  he  con- 
lidered  that  what  he  was  adverting  to  had  a  direct  neanng  upon  the  great  question 
before  them,  and  everytinng  that  had  such  bearing  he  had  a  right  to  argue.  Soaia- 
Ihing  waa  needed  to  harmonise  the  great  body  vriuch  they  ropwepted,  to 
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ttea  to  ftuid  op  as  one  griait  pbaiaBK.    If  fcr  tMi  imrpose  i3m  propontiQii  ^v«m 
worth  noUuttg,  let  it  ga  for  nolihmg. 

Mr.  Slicer  aaid  that  he  bekxn^od  to  the  daw  called  •comm'Virti^ee.    He  would 
eany  out  his  cooBomitEve  pcinciplei  hy  fevooring  the  sabstitate.    He  wooM  go 
for  uie  substitute  for  the  sake  of  me  slaye.    It  did  not  oonoede  to  the  south  all  tiuMt « 
ihey  deoie,  nor  did  it  concede  to  the  eztteme  north  ail  that  they  desire.    It  oeca-  i 
pied  the  ground  which  he  beliered  all  Ae  conferences  south  of  New^England,  ' 
and  north  of  Virginia,  west  of  the  Atlantio  and  north  of  Misaoori,  coold  wi&  safety 
oocapy.    It  was  well  known  ihere  existad  thnmgfaoat  ihe  ejctreme  south  the  most 
rabid  and  objectionable  pro-staverj  sentiments.    Men  of  taknts,  learning,   and 
reputation  at  the  south  ware  known  lo  entertain  pvo^lsrery  opauons,  openly  i 
avowing  that  slayerjr  in  the  United  States  is  a  great  social  and  politiiAl  bleasine.  j 
Every  genecal  superintendent  must  be  as  the  life-blood  of  the  human  system^  flow- 
ing out  widi  constant  vigorous  action  from  centre  to  ciicomferenoe,  and  returning 
to  the  centre  again  with  the  same  vitality,  and  one  misht  as  well  talk'  of  bandag- 
ing a  man's  arm,  and  have  him  remain  in  a  atata  of  health,  as  to  retain  an  itiuerant 
*  general  sunerintendent,  and  yet  have  him  to  remain  within  a  district  of  Ae  con- 
nection.   He  would  not  say  mat  no  man  was  to  be  elected  a  bishop  who  was  a 
alayeholder.    Whenever  tiie  elected  delegates  -of  the  several  annual  conferences 
should  deem  it  desirable  to  have  a  slaveholder  for  a  bishop,  ihey  would  have  one, 
and  mA  till  then.    There  were  some  aoen  ef  but  one  idefr-*it  might  be  a  Miller 
idea  or  a  moms-multicaulus  idei^— which  affseted  everything  they  looked  at,  so 
lliat  instead  of  seeing  an  object  in  iUbt  relative  character  and  bearing,  their  whole  i 
field  of  vision  vras  covered  with  this  one  idea.    Tins  idea  of  domestic  slavery  was  | 
the  chimera,  the  hobgoblin  which  tronbled  so  many  at  the  north.    For  the  most 
part,  the  presidents  of  the  United  States  had  come  foom  slavefaolding  states,  yet 
there  was  nothing  in  the  book  of  confederation  which  could  be  made  to  say  that  it 
ia  the  sense  of  tm  American  people  that  nobody  is  to  be  a  president  except  a  man 
who  comes  from  a  slaveholdm^  state.    The  speaker  would  &vour  the  substicute 
instead  of  the  original  reaotntion,  baoause  it  vras  Che  milder  coarse,  and  eoase- 

2nently  the  part  of  wisdom  and  prudence.  There  were  various  ways  in  whicA 
lishop  Andrew  might  become  disencumbered,  and  the  very  moment  he  becwne 
disconnected  with  slavenr  die  full  powers  of  the  general  superintendency  would 
innre  to  him ;  whereas,  if  the  original  resolution  was  carried,  he  would  be  diafran* 
ohised  without  any  probability— iiot  to  say  pos8ibility-»<if  returning  to  the  hirh 
duties  which  he  had  so  satisfectorily  discharged  since  1832.  The  speaker,  if  tne 
drcumstances  of  the  caae  would  allow  it,  would  hold  up  bolh  hands  to  do  nothing 
in  this  case,  but  he  was  oonstrained  by  circumstances,  which  influence  aU  men, 
to  act  Bishop  Andrew  had  not  infracted  the  Discipline,  but  he  had  oflfended 
against  the  great  law  of  e^iediency.  He  believed  that  if  the  conference  adc^vtod 
the  substitute,  their  action  m  Ae  case  would  be  almost  univenally  approved.  He 
eatneslly  hoped  the  substitute  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Cranoall  said  that  the  brother  from  Mississippi  stated  with  regard  to  tiie 
position  of  the  south  iust  what  they  had  expected  hmi  to  state.  Those  who  were 
m  fovour  of  this  resolution  had  understood  the  well-defined  position  of  the  south 
from  the  vezy  commencement  of  this  diwussion,  and  had  not  supposed  that  those 
brethrexl  would  move  one  hair's  breadth.  And  so  fsr  they  had  been  trae  to  their 
position.  He  (Mr.  C.)  had  not  supposed  that  any  advance  which  the  north  might 
make  would  attract  tfaiem,  but  that  tiie^  would  nm^  and  nnyieldin^y  maintain 
their  ground.  He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  either  of  the  resolutions,  yet  he 
oould  appreciate  the  motives  of  the  brethren  who  had  presented  tiiem,  and  he 
believed  that  it  was  their  disposition  to  meet  the  brethren  of  the  south,  if  they 
could,  on  some  middle  ground.  H^  did  not  however  think  the  soiMh  would  thank 
them  for  the  attempt,  since  they  had  there  declared  that  they  had  eone  as  far  as  they 
eoold  for  the  sake  of  accommodation.  He  thought  the  fint  res(£ition  h»l  such  a 
design,  though  if  the  vote  had  been  taken  on  that  he  should  have  voted  for  it 
When  the  substitute  v^as  proposed  he  was  about  to  vote  for  it  but  for  the  unfortu- 
nate speeches  which  had  been  made. 

In  reference  to  what  had  been  said  by  his  hi^y-respected  and  learaed  brolher' 
firom  the  New-York  delegation,  (Dr.  OUn,)  many  thinga  met  with  his  hearty 
response,  but  there  was  one  sentiment  to  which  he  could  not  renxmd.  He  beHev- 
ed  that  brother  intended— *for  from  his  honesty  and  sincerity  he  believed  him  inca- 
pable of  anything  else — to  state  the  true  con(£tion  of  the  north,  and  only  failed  for 
want  of  information.    He  understood  hun  to  laydovm  tiie  doctrine  that  the  right 
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)  of  flOBtbeni  bretfaren,  who  hold  ilaves,  to  their  ministerial  Btaadmc,  rested  on  oon- ' 

f.  Btitattonal  proviBions  of  the  Disciplme.    But  he  did  not  nnderBtand  those  brethren 

thenuelTOB  to  base  that  right  upon  the  conBtitntion  of  the  Church,  but  on  a  mere 

diBciplimuy  proviBioD.    From  the  doctrine  ^of  Jhe  brother  hundreds  of  mimstsn 

and  thooBBihaB  of  memberB  differed.  - 

Dr.  Olin.  I  did  not  aay  that  the  north  oonoeded  bo  much,  but  that  I  held  that  to 
be  Methodist  doctrine. 

Mr.  Crandall  continued.    He  regretted  that  his  brother  had  given  such  an  ezpl»> 

nation.   He  undentood  him  to  Bay  that  that  was  his  doctrine,  and  generally  acceded  to 

in  the  ninth  and  south,  and  he  made  use  of  the  term  constitution  when  he  ought 

rather  to  have  said,  by  a  disciplinary  proTision  not  included  in  the  constitntioii. 

There  were  parts  of  the  Discipline  which  were  not  Ike  oonstitittion.    There  was 

.the  statutory  law,  which  could  be  repealed  at  any  time,  without  removing  any  of 

:tbe  constitutional  barrien.    He  allowed  that  the  statutory  law  allowed  a  minister 

to  hold  slaves,  but  he  knew  of  no  part  of  the  constitution  which  gave  them  such  right. 

Dr.  Olin.     When  I  used  the  term  constitution,  I  meant  the  whole  Disciptine ; 

what  we  would  call  MethodiBtic  ground,  and  not  any  special  or  particular  part  of  it. ' 

Mr.  Crandall  supposed  that  was  the  error.    There  was  another  thing  he  wished 

I  to  name.    He  understood  the  brotiier  to  say  that  those  who  did  not  agree  with  him 

I  in  this  view  were  not  worthy  to  be  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 

Dr.  Olin.    I  said  no  such  thing,  and  meant  to  say  no  such  thing.    The  brother  is 
I  hypercritical  upon  me,  and  has  misunderstood  me. 

Mr.  Crandall  thought  he  was  not  alone  in  his  view  of  what  the  doctor  had  said, 
and  hoped  he  would  not  indulge  any  unpleasant  feeling  toward  1dm  (Mr.  C)  for 
the  remarks  he  had  made.  Now  if  ne  could  be  made  to  understand  that  the  sub 
stitute  had  no  loophole,  he  would  vote  for  it ;  but  he  was  apprehensive  that  it  might 
be  very  difficult,  if  the  brother  refosed  submission  until  four  yean  more  had  passed 
over,  to  control  the  matter  at  all.  Now  if  he  oould  be  satisfied  about  this,  he 
he  would  go  for  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Cass  observed, — Mr.  Ptosident,  if  I  understand  the  subject  now  under  con- 
aideration  it  is  this :  Is  it  expedient  for  this  conference  to  suspend  Bishop  Andre\/ 
fipom  his  office  on  aoconnt  of  his  being  a  slaveholder,  until  such  time  as  he  shall  be 
free  from  this  embaRBSsment  T  The  retoon  assigned  why  such  action  should  be 
had  iB,  that  a  large  majority  of  the  Church  are  opposed  to  having  a  slaveholder  for 
a  bishop.  Now,  air,  I  hold  if  they  are  vnrong,  and  the  bishop  is  ri^ht,  no  actioB 
should  be  had  against  him  in  the  premises.  This,  then,  is  the  question  to  be  set* 
tied.  Dr.  Olin  has  said  that  the  bishop  has  done  no  wrong;  but,  with  all  due 
defecence,  I  must  beg  leave  to  dissent  fiom  his  opinion  in  this  matter.  Sir,  is  there 
BO  moral  wrong  in  being  a  slaveholder  7  A  portion  of  the  north  believe  slave* 
holding  to  be  a  moral  wrong.  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  slavery  in  tltt  abstract ; 
I  but  we  believe  that  slaveiy,  as  it  exists  in  these  United  States,  and  in  tiie  Metho- 
\  diet  Episcopal  Church,  is  morally  wrong.  But,  leaving  this  out  of  the  questioa  for 
^  tiie  present,  is  there  no  wrons  in  Bishop  Andrew  becoming  a  slav^older,  and 
thereby  distuibinr  the  peace  of  the  Chnrcn ;  and  also  bringing  this  daik  cloud  over 
oa,  and  this  trouble  upon  us,  which  has  pitined  our  hearts  and  detained  us  here  for 
days,  when  he  has  broucfat  this  evil  into  existence  by  his  voluntarf  act,  with  his 
eyes  open  7    Sir,  I  think  uiere  must  be  a  wrong  in  this. 

Dr.  Olin  has  said,  that  the  resolution  now  before  us  should  be  so  jhodified  as  that 
Bishop  Andrew  will  not  be  censured.  Sir,  I  hold  tiiere  should  be  no  privileged 
order  m  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church:  if  he  has  done  wrong,  he  ought  to  be 
oensored.  As  much  as  I  respect  the  office  of  bishop,  and  the  men  who  fiU  it,  tiiey 
are  amenable  to  justice  if  they  do  wrong  as  much  as  I  am  in  my  humble  relation  in 
the  Church ;  and  with  as  much  greater  respons^ility  as  their  station  is  above  mine. 
They  are  the  very  last  men  who  should  not  be  censured,  if  in  the  wrong.  Marie 
this,  sir,  whenever  there  is  a  privileged  order  in  the  Methodist  Episcopiu  Chnrdi 
tiie  glory  will  have  departed.     Let  mis  not  be— no,  never. 

Dr.  Olin  says  that  slaveholdiog  does  not  disqualify  any  man  for  the  ministry, 
provided  he  live  in  a  slaveholding  state;  and  that  the  constitution  of  the  Metibodst 
Church  sustains  him  in  his  positioo,  and  those  who  differ  from  him  in  opinion  are 
bad  MethodistB ;  and  if  they  persist  in  these  coorses,  th^  ought  to  loDow  the 
example  of  those  who  have  seceded  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Sir, 
by  this  one  stroke  he  has  severed  four  conferences  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  I  do  not,  however,  think  he  intended  to  do  it.  But  it  was  done  with 
his  seal  to  hold  on  to  the  south,  which,  by  the  way,  he  appears  to  hvfe  some  sym. 


Generd  Cmkfmmbe^  1844i  109 

ptibY,  if  Botjpartkdity  for,  as  be  has  been  a  alayebolder,  and  never  thou^  it  -was 
•BBYttiuig  againat  his  miiiiiteTiBl  cbanioter. 

The  sonSiray,  if  Bishop  Andrew  is  saspended,  the  line  of-diyision  will  be  drawn 
between  the  north  and  soath,  and  that  when  they  say  this  they  speak  the  mind  of 
the  whole  soudi.  Sir,  how  do  they  loiow  this  &ct?  Have  they  taken  a  vote  in 
all  their  annoal  ocmferences  7  or,  have  they  had  a  convention  to  deliberate  on  this 
matter?  They  calcolate  to  claim  that  they  are  the  Choich,  and  the  north  will  be 
the  seceders.  This  is  not  the  -first  time  we  have  heard  of  nullification,  or  that  4 
which  is  equivalent,  (in  the  Church  and  state,)  from  the  south ;  bat  the  worid  ■ 
stands  yet,  and  I  believe  it  will  not  be  moved  firom  its  foundations  if  the  reso- 
lution before  us  should  pass.  These  threats  have  their  meaning,  which  is  perfecdy 
understood  by  the  nor£.  The  south  tell  us  that  if  the  resolution  does  not  pass, 
.the  evil  done  at  the  north  will  be  far  less  than  the  evil  would  be  at  the  south  if 
Bishop  Amkew  is  removed  from  bis  office.  They  say  the  northern  delegations  do 
not  \Lnoiw  the  minds  of  the  people  as  to  having  a  slaveholder  ibr  a  bishop.  Sir, 
have  we  not  memorials  from  four  annual  oonfsrenoes  at  least  declaring  they  wish 
]M>t  to  have  one.  The  New-Hampshire  Conference,  which  I  m  part  represent,  has 
most  respectfully,  deliberately,  and  solemnly  protested  against  having  a  slavehdder 
finr  a  bisno^.  Aiid  thousands  of  our  members  have  also  sent  up  memorials  to  this 
effect  Is  It  true  that  we  do  not  know  the  jmnds  of  oar>T>eome  on  this  suhjieott 
No,  I  answer,  no.  Sir,  I  tell  you  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  slaveliolder  cannot  sit  in  | 
the  episcopal  chair  in  an  aanuaf  oonferenoe  in  New-Encland ;  and  if  Bishop  Andrew  I 


holds  his  office,  there  will  be  large  secessions,  or  whole  ooafesences  will  leave.  ' 
This  is  no  fiction,  nor  do  I  expectit  will  frighten  any  one ;  but  I  wish  the  facts  to 
be  plainly  stated  to  this  body.    If  this  conference  does  anything  less  than  to  dedans 
alaveiy  is  a  moral  evil,  we  stand  on  a  volcano  at  the  noruL.    Now,  as  I  said  in  the 
commencement  of  my  remarks,  if  the  opinion  of  &e  north  on  the  subject  of  slavery 
be  wrong.  Bishop  Andrew  should  not  cease  to  exercise  his  office.    But  my  opin- 
ion is,  that  the  north  are  right  on  the  subject    And  as  a  proof  that  they  are  right, 
I  wish  to  present  to  this  conference  the  opinions  of  some  eminent  men  on  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery.    The  following  is  a  quotation  from  the  Rev.  John  Wesley's  Works.  '. 
XHere  some  one  made  a  motion  to  adyonm,  but  the  vote  was  not  taken.]    The  ^ 
•peaker  proceeded  by  saying.  They  do  not  like  to  hear  John  Wesley  speak.    It  has  . 
been  stated  that  he  mi^fat  weep  over  the  Methodist  Church  in  view  of  the  danger  \ 
of  division.    Sir,  I  beheve  that  if  it  were  possible  for  his  spirit  to  weep,  it  wo^ 
weep  in  view  of  the  coimectian  of  the  dark  subject  of  slavery  with  the  Churoh. 
X*et  us  hear  what  he  says  respecting  slavery. 

"  Men-buyers  are  exactly  on  a  level  with  men-stealers.    But  perhaps  you  wifl  " 
say,  I  do  not  buy  any  negroes,  I  only  use  those  left  me  by  my  fattier.    So  fiir  very 
cood.    But  is  it  enough  to  satisfy  your  conscience  ?    Had  your  fathep— have  you— 
has  any  rrum  livmg,  a  right  to  use  another  as  a  slave  ?    It  cannot  be,  setting  B«ve- 
lation  aside,  it  caimot  be  that  either  war  or  ocmtract  can  jgive  any  man  such  property 
in  another  as  he  basin  his  sheep  or  oxen,  much  less  is  it  possible  that  any  chud  or 
man  should  be  bom  a  slave.   .liberty  is  the  right  of  every  human  being  as  soon 
as  he  breathes  the  vital  air,  and  no  human  law  can  deprive  him  of  that  rignt  wfaicl;j| 
he  derives  from  the  law  of  nature.    Therefore  if  you  have  any  regard  for  ^tice^ 
to  say  nothing  of  men^  nor  the  revealed  law  of'^God,  render  unto  all  theor  due. 
Give  liberty  unto  whom  liberty  is  due,  that  is,  to  every  child  of  man— 'to  every 
partaker  of  human  nature.    I  strike  at  the  root  of  this  complicated  viUany.    I  abso- 
lutely deny  all  slaveholding  to  be  consistent  with  any  degree  of  justice." 

The  speaker  was  interrupted  by  a  motion  being  made  that  a  vote  be  taken  givinff 
Mr.  Early  liberty  to  speak  after  Mr.  Cass  should  dose,  which  the  speaker  declarea 
to  be  contrary  to  all  rule  and  order.  s 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  anived,  the  oonferenoe  adjourned,  Mr.  Cass 
having  the  floor. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  24. 

Mr.  Cass  was  recognized  by  the  President  as  having  the  floor.  He  said  he  had 
been  interrupted  in  his  speech  the  day  before,  «id  has  lights  had  been  tnaapled 
upon,  and  he  had  no  further  speech  to  make. 

Mr.  Q.  F.  Pierce  then  spoke  as  follows: — I  speak  firom  convictians  of  duty,  and 
not  because  I  expect  to  change  the  opinion  of  any  man  before  us;  nur  would  I 
presume,  as  some  have  done,  that  there  wiLL  be  in  the  course  of  my  remarks  the 
evokttions  of  any  new  light    I  do  not,  sir,  feel  a  great  deal  of  solicimde  about  the 
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iMM  of  the  caM,  and  my  Bottofaade  n  ^mxawfaed,  beesBM  I  Mgtfd  the  grmtqam 
j  ticm  of  unitf  a*  settled  by  the  previous  action  of  the  oonference  in  anoSther  caa»| 
*lmt  I^esire  to  aoimadTert  veiy  brieflv  on  one  or  two  pointB,  aa  ocnaected  witli 
the  manner  in  which  the  qnettion  has  oeen  conaidered. 

Tfaje  brethren  who  hare  spoken  on  the  other  side  of  the  question,  many  qf  them, 
hare  adopted  a  trick  of  orakny-— a  sort  of  legerdemain  in  debate,  whooh  is  thiae 
they  state  abstract  propositions  of  right,  which  no  man  will  pretend  to  deny,  and 
then  deduce  elaborate  argnmentations,  and  make  them  to  bear  on  conehujona  wiA 
which  these  condnsions  have  no  more  to  do  than  the  law  of  the  tidea  has  with  Uie 
polar  star.  Bat  the  design  ia  veiy  obvioos.  The  idea  ia  more  readity  adopted— the 
conviction  more  readily  embrBoed--becanseit  falls  ia  with  preconceived  opuuons,  and 
lons-estabUahed  prejudices.  There  ia  no  logical  connectum  between  the  pramiaes 
ana  the  arguments  whidi  have  been  advancei  heiae.  Thin^  are  pot  in  appositioii 
which  have  no  relation  to  each  other.  Sir,  there  has  been,  m  eveiy  q>eech  whicfa 
has  been  made  on  the  other  side  of  the  qnestioii,  a  fidae  issae  attempted.  What- 
ever may  be  affirmed  of  expediency,  ana  the  dia^nalification  of  Biabm  Andiewfiw 
the  office  of  general  superintendent,  m  view  of  drcumatmces  over  which  it  is  d^ 
clued  brethren  have  no  control,  it  is  not  to  be  ibrafotten  or  disguised  that  this  is  not 
an  abstract,  but  a  practical  qaeetien,  that  it  invotvea  the  conatitntional  rights  and 
equali^  of  privileses  belon^g  to  southern  ministers.  It  ia  a  practical  queatioii, 
tao,  which  eaimot  be  set  oa  fiom  its  connection  with  the  pwt,  and  its  beioinga  on 
the  future.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  a  system,  slowly  developed,  it  may  be,  yet  ob- 
vious in  its  designs  and  unwearied  in  ila  operation,  to  deprive  soutbem  ministers  of 
their  rights,  and  to  diafrancfaise  the  whole  southezn  Church.  You  cannot  take  the 
question  out  of  its  relationa.  It  cannot  be  made  to  stand  aa  brethren  have  tried  lo 
make  it  stand,  isolated  and  alone.  If  there  had  been  no  memoriala  on  your  table, 
preying  for  the  establishment  of  a  law  of  proscription-— if  there  had  not  been 
ddolared,  over  and  over  again,  a  settled  purpoae,  if  not  in  uneouivocal  terms,  yeti^ 
unequivocal  acts,  to  woriL  out  the  deatroction  of  thia  evil,  ana  free  die  episcopaej 
and  die  Church  itself  from  this  evil,  the  question  before  ua  would  be  different  in 
ite  aspects,  and  the  action  of  the  sooth,  in  repid  to  it  mieht  be  modified  aooordingly. 
I  be^  this  oonf(n«nce  to  consider  this  question  in  the  li^t  of  ifaoonnection  with  ua 
previous  action  in  the  case  of  the  aj^al  from  the  Baltimore  Conference.  Sir,  tha 
( prepoateroua  doctrine  was  asserted  m  ihat  conference,  that  ita  pmpoeea  azMl  usages 
;  are  paramount  to  the  hiw  of  the  hmd,  and  the  doctrine  d*  that  connrencenas  been 
.  affinned  here.  Sir,  the  action  of  this  conference  on  the  8id3||ect  has  brought  the 
I  whole  Methodist  Episcopal  t!hurch  into  a  poaitbn  of  antagonism  tt>  the  laws  of  the 
I  land.  I  consider  such  action  not  odLj  an  outrage  on  the  common  jnatioe  of  the 
oaae,  but  decidedly  revolutioaanr  in  its  movements,  and  destined  to  aff»ct,  anleas 
sepeidedf  thecharacter  of  the  conference  and  all  the  ramifications  of  tiie  Church.  What 
ia  the  position  ?  The  ground  waa  taken  there  and  here,-*the  Chnreh,  the  Bible,  die 
Piscmlme,  and  the  laws  of  the  land  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,— that  we  have 
a  ri^ht  to  make  a  man's  membenhip  depend  upon  the  oondition«f  us  doing  a  flung 
which,  aa  a  citizen  of  the  state,  he  has  no  power  or  right  to  do^  The  act  which  ii 
propeeed  in  the  resolution  is  j^act  and  parcel  with  the  same  affiiir.  When  Bishop 
Andrew  has  been  invited  to  resign  ordesiat  from  the  exerdae  of  his  official  functioDs, 
or  is  impeached  or  denosed,  it  ou^fat  to  be,  and  can  be,  considered  as  nei^ier  more 
nor  less  than  collateral  in  its  designs  and  effects  with  the  action  of  the  conference 
m  die  case  to  which  I  have  referred.  This  ia  a  practical  question,  make  what  di»> 
daimers  you  please,  or  any  amount  of  them.  The  common  sense  of  the  country 
will  consider  it  as  an  infraction  of  the  constitutional,  or,  if  you  please,  the  discq)li- 
WT  rights  of  the  sontheni  brethren,  however  it  may  be  considered  by  liiose  in  the  sih 
Btyled  more  favored  and  leas-incumbered  portiona  of  the  Union. 
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on  the'table,  might  have  with  the  New-Endand  Conferences,  I  am  not  prepared  lo 
believe  that  any  conaiderable  damage  would  be  done  in  the  middle  conferencea.  I 
do  not  believe  the  people  of  New-Yol*k  would  decline  to  receive  Bishop  Andrew 
for  their  bishop.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  would  be  objected  to  either  in  New- 
Oeraey,  Pemiaylvania,  or  Matyhmd,  or  in  any  of  the  conferences  of  die  western 
atatos.  The  diffieulttes  are  with  the  New-Englanders.  They  are  making  all 
Ifajs  difficulty,  and  may  be  described  in  the  language  of  Paul,  as  *'  intermeddlen 
« vith  odiar  men'a  matters;"    I  wfll  allow,  aa  it  has  been  affirmed  again  and  again, 
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lliat  tlure  roxf  W  Becemaon,  eocMt^  brokan  up,  oonferaBoes  iplit^  clhd  immenae 
damaffe  of  thiB  sort  be  done  within  the  New-Encund  Conferences ;  but  what  thent   1 
I  apeuL  ioberiy^adviBedly>  when  I  aay,  I  prefer  that  all  New-En^iand  should  seced^    | 
or  oe  set  off,  and  have  her  share  of  the  Church  proper^T'    I  infinitely  prefer  that 
ttiey  should  go  rather  than  that  this  General  Confti^ence  should  proceed  to  make  thia 
ruthless  invasion  upon  the  oonnectional  union,  and  'the  intern^  of  the  Church.    Let 
New-England  go,  with  all  my  heart.    She  has  been  for  the  last  twenty  yeans  a  thorn 
in  the  flesh-^  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  us !  let  her  go,  and  joy  go  with  her, 
fin- peace  wiU  stay  behmd.    The  southern  Church  has  notfaxng  to  fear,  and  she  has  • 
nothing  to  ask  on  this  subject.    As  &r  as  we  are  concerned,  sir,  the  greatest  blessing  I 
that  could  befall  us  would  be  a  division  of  this  union.    There  sir,  at  the  south,  we 
dwell  in  peace,  and  the  ^ood  Shepherd  watches  the  flock  and  guazds  us  from  all 
harm.     TDere  are  no  jamng  strings,  no  discordant  sounds,  no  incarnate  einissaries 
of  the  evil  one  going  aboutseeking  whom  they  may  devour,  but  there  we  ^*  lie  down  ' 
in  green  pastures,  beside  the  still  waters."    If  we  had  not^the  spirit  o^  the  Master, 
if  we  were  selfish  enougii  to  ei\joy  the  bounty  of  our  heritage,  we  would  court 
division,  pray  for  it,  detnand  it-.  - 

But,  sir,  I  will  present  one  view  of  this  question  which  has  not  been  toached 
tqK>n.  Set  off  die  south,  and  what  is  ^e  consequence  7  Do  you  get  rid  of  embar- 
rassmeut,  discord,  division,  strife  ?  No,  sir ;  you  multiply  divisions.  There  will  he 
secessions  in  the  northern  conferences,  even  if  Bishop  Andrew  is  deposed  or  ^ 
resigns.  ProBiinent  men  wiU  abandon  your  Church.  I  venture  to  predict  dut  /' 
when  the  day  of  division  comes— end  come  I  l>bUeve  it  will  from  the  {jreseut  aspect 
ef  the  cnso  that  in  ten  years  from  this  day,  and  perhaps  less,  ^ere  wiH  not  be  one 
shred  of  the  distinctive  peculiarities  of  Metiiodism  left  within  the  conferences  thai 
d^art  from  us.  The  venerable  man  who  now  presides  over  the  northern  coi^ 
ferenoes  may  live  out  his  time  as  a  bishop,  but  he  will  never  have  a  suooessor. 
Bipiscopacy  will  be  given  up,  presiding  eldenbip  will  be  given  up,  the  itinerancy 
will  oome  to  an  end,  and  congregationaliBm  will  be  the  «rder  of  Uie  day.  Tlie ' 
people  will  choose  their  own  pastors,  and  preechezv  will  be  standing  about  the 
ecclesiastical  market-places,  and  when  men  shall  ask,  "  Why  stEoed  ye  nere  all  the 
day  idle  1"  the  answer  wiU  be,  "  Because  no  man  hath  hired  us.''  We  have  unity 
«nd  peace,  and  seek  it  because  of  its  effects  on  the  oonnecticte)  and  I  believe, 
to>day,  tha^  if  the  New^England  Conferences  were  to  secede,  the  rest  of  us  would 
have  peace.'  There  would  be  religion  enough  left  among  us  to  live  together  as  a 
band  of  Christian  brothers. 

Sir,  I  object  to  the  substitute  for  another  reason.  I  would  have  prefened  the 
eriginal  resolution.  The  substitute  presents  a  most  anomalous  view  of  the  whale 
subject  Suppose  that  view  is  adopted;  what  is  it  ?  What  do  vou  do  with  the 
bishop f  Yon  cannot  put  him  on  a  cinmit  or  station:  he  is  a  bishop  in  duresse—  ) 
a  bishop  in  prison  bonds— an  anomaly— «  fifth  wheel  in  the  machme  of  Metho* 
dism— doomed  to  Uve  on  the  Book  Cencem,  while  no  provision  is  made  for  his 
rendering^  the  Church  anj  service— if  this  resolution  is  adopted. 

I  promise  not  to  detam  ^u  long,  for  others  are  wishmg  to  speak ;  but  I  felt 
that  I  could  not  go  home  stfnsfied unless  I  to^  this  occasion  to  make  afew  romarkk 
If  I  did  not  know  there  wero  others  better  qualified  to  defend  this  subject,  I  would 
trespass  on  the  palience  ef  the  conference  by  tiie  houn  I  tell  you  that  unleM  \ 
Bishop  Andrew  is  passed  fiiee  of  censure  of  any  kind,  the  days  of  Methodist  unity  | 
are  numbered.  What  do  brethren  mean  when  they  come  here  and  eulogize  him 
as  they  have  done  7  It  has  been  avowed  that  he  is  a  blameless  man,  pure  and 
■potless'^'diat  he  has  high  executive  talents-^that  he  is  one  of  the  most  efficient 
administrators  of  law-— mat  he  is  as  weU  qualified  for  this  as  any  of  the  worthy  men 
who  oooupy  l^e  episcopal  bench.  Yet  in  the  face  of  tins  is  the  conferenoe  to  com* 
out  and  say,  that  on  tiie  question  of  expediency  .he  shaD  resign,  refrain  irom  Ifae 
exercise  of  his  office,  or  be  deposed?  What  mean  these  eulogiesT  Are  bretibmift 
in  earnest?  Is  the  •conference  heapins  gaxiands  on  the  victmi  they  destine  fer 
alaaehter  ?  Has  it  come  to  diis,  that  a  laree  body  of  sober  and  reverend  men,  in 
the  feoe  of  their  own  admovdedgment  of  Dlamelessness,  are  going  to  inflict  one  of 
the  severest  penalties  on  an  innocent,  unofl^Mufing  man?  Why  will  you  blid^t  will 
a  breath  the  bliss  of  this  worthy  man  ?  WiU  you  offer  him  up  to  appease  that  fool 
spirit  of  the  pit  which  has  sent  up  its  pestilential  breath  to  blast  and  destroy  the 
Church  ?  You  have  unchained  the  lion,  and  now  that  he  is  raging  and  roarfaig 
for  his  prey,  you  select  a  veneraible  bishop— one  of  the  ablest  and  best  of  the 
whole  coUeg^-'^o  immolate  km  tm  tbe  altar  of  this  Juggenumt  of  perdition ! 
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Think  joa  ffaat  we  will  ait  here  and  see  this  ^  on  widioat  li^W  a  voice  or 
makinff  a  protest  again- it  it?  Are  we  to  see  this  noble  man  sacnnced  for  the 
aake  ^  New-England?  God  forbid  it!  God  forbid,  I  say,  and  speak  it  from  die 
depths  of  my  heart 

Bretiiren  may  say  what  they  please,  disclaim*  what  they  please,  eulogize  as  Ihey 
will,  they  cannot  make  aiwthins'  of  this  but  the  deprivation  of  a  constitutional  right. 
In  ^Q  case  of  the  appeal  m>m  we  Baltimore  Conference  man^Toted,  not  because 
they  beliayed  the  conference  had  done  right,  but  ibr  extraneous  reasons  ;^  but  in 
this  question  the  vote  goes  out  upon  its  naked  merits,  irrespective  of  any  Hisrlaimer  or 
acknowledgments  that  may  be  made  in  reference  to  the  bishop's  rights,  character, 
or  capacity.  But  to  come  to  the  point— Has  he  a  right  to  hold  slaves  under  the 
DiBcipline  of  the  Church  1  If  he  has,  I  adjure  you  not  to  lay  violent  hands  upon 
him.  If  he  has,  I  ask  brethren  to  pause  an^say,  if  in  the  patiepect  of  facing  a  sera- 
-  tmizing  world,  they  can  go  out  with  the  stinging  recollection  in  their  hearts  that 
tiaey  have  sacrificed  a  man  worthy  to  preside  over  them,  to  the  restless  demands 
of  an  arrogant  and  insatiable  spint  of  abolition  7  I  do  hope  brethren  will  nanse 
before  they  drive  us  to  the  feanul  catastrophe  now  earnestly  to  be  deprecatea,  bat 
inevitable  if  they  proceed.  , 

Dr.  lion^street  spoke  as  follows : — Before  I  proceed  to  address  ttyseif  to  the 
motion  which  is  now  before  you,  as  it  is  the  fint  time  I  have  addressed  yon,  and  in 
aU  probabflity  wiU  be  &e  last — for  whether  ^ou  stand  bound  together  or  not,  tt» 
the  best  of  my  solemn  convictions,  at  this  time,  I  never  shall  mingle  with  yon 
again — ^permit  me  to  drop  one  wonL  The  history  of  all  churches  has  beMi  much 
the  same.  Christianity,  mutating  her  great  Head,  has  gone  forth  with  the  benign 
principles  of  the  Prince  of  peace,  recuesB  of  the  civil  relations  of  men,  and  has 
scattered  her  principles  abroad  with  their  soul-healing  influence,  to  root  out  all  the 
evils  in  the  world.  And  so  long  as  die  Christian  religion  kept  within  her  araro- 
wiate  sphere  she  accomplished  wonders.  Heathenism  went  down  before  her. 
T^  rehsion  of  Uie  world,  backed  by  civil  power,  stren^ened  by  the  civil  arm, 
crumbled  into  dust;  temples,  and  idols,  and  philosophical  systems,  before  the 
meek  and  lowly  man  of  Galilee,  all  fell  to  the  ground,  as  if  by  maeic  power.  But, 
as  the  number  of  Christians  increased,  it  became  necessary  that  they  should 
(HTganize  Aemselves,  in  order  that  they  might,  in  a  more^stematic  form  and  pha- 
lanx, war  it  for  their  Master  agaittst  the  world,  the  flesh,  and  the  deviL  Thej 
formed  what  yon  are  in  the  habit  of  calling  the  Church — that  is,  a  body  corporala ; 
though  that  was  not  the  Church  of  old.  The  Church  of  old  were  those  men  who 
onited  in  the  fiiith  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ;  and  to  ascertain  who  possessed  the 
proper  character,  the  heart  was  looked  to,  not  die  confession  of  fiuth.  They  had 
fow  and  simple  rules.  Afterward  the  Church  formed  ecclesiastical  assemblies, 
who  soon  began  to  use  their  authority — ^to  incorporate  human  instrumentalities  and 
human  laws  with  die  divine  law,  and  the  cons^iuence  was  speedily  seen. 

I  have  not  time  to  consider,  nor  will  your  padence  bear  me  through,  what  waa 
the  history  of  the  Romish  Church  from^  its  oeginning ;  sufiBce  it  to  say,  there  is 
not  a  dogma,  not  a  monstrosity  or  pretennon  of  the  Church,  or  of  any  of  its  affioerB^ 
which  now  startles  your  common  sense,  which  had  not  the  mincmty  pleading  against 
it  vrith  all  the  energies  and  power  that  a  holy  religion,  combined  with  stirring  elo> 
qaenpe,  could  exert ;  but  they  were  put  down,  and  you  saw  in  a  very  short  time 
a  face  rising  up^fuifiUing  thle  prophecy  of  Scripture,  to  be  sure— which  claimed 
fint  supremacy  as  bishops,  next  supremacy  over  bishops,  next  sopremacy  over  sin, 
next  supremacy  over  hell,  and  last  the  prerogative  of  me  Deity  himself;  and  they 
had  the  sanction  of  ecclesiastical  authority  in  all  then-  pretensions :  the  conseaneoce 
was,  piety  in  a  very  short  time  declined ;  the  Church  negotiated  the  afiair  or  sahn- 
lion  for  penitents,  and  exacted,  <^  course,  a  reasonable  reward  for  this  reasonable 
service:  and  there  to  this  day  stuids  St.  Peter's,  the  wonder  of  the  warid  for 
gcaadeur  and  magnifioenoe,  built  by  means  of  cruel  exantjons,  under  religioQa 
enthusiasm,  fifom  the  poor  and  the  needy  that  bowed  at  the  foot  of  the  croas. 

Now,  if  you  believe,  my  dear  brethren,  that  you  are  made,  apart  firam  graee, 
ef  9fKf  sterner  or  purer  materials  than  were  tne  original  elements  of  the  Ftfal 
Chorch,  you  mistske  younelvea.  Human  nature,  except  just  so  for  as  the  pom 
principles  of  the  Gospel  have  changed  it,  is  the  same  in  all  conditions ;  and  I  coold 
read  you  a  lesson— I  shall  in  part---fiom  your  own  records  here,  that  vrill  show 
you  that  you  are  as  rapidly  in  the  wake  ofthat  very  Chnrch  as  ever  a  people  were 
on  the  face  of  the  earth.  My  alarms  were,  that  fimn  the  rapid  growth  of  die 
Me^iodist  Episoopal  Church  yon  wonld  wax  prood  and  forfet  the  nnmble  origia 
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fironi  wbisk  yoa  rose  to  power^  aad  that  yvu  would  bagin  to  exert  Ihat  power  fay' 
attempting  to  reform  the  Churcli ;  by  putting  down  those  who  hare  one  recommena 
ation  that  the  Saviour  gave-^that  they  cast  out  devib  in  Jesus*  name — at  least ;  and 
I  beg  you  to  remember,  as  I  pass  along,  iheA  while  you  are  deposing  a  bishop  you 
ealciuate  not — ^no  human  wisdom  can  calculate— the  extent  of  the  mischief  you  are 
doing  to  a  world  lying  in  wickednessv  I  have  ever  feared  that  you  would  begin  to 
presume  on  your  autbori^  and  power  to  operate  reforms,  not  by  the  simple,  blets- 
ed  principles  of  the  Gospel,  but  by  your  ideas  of  what  will  best  conduce  b>  the 
general  interests  of  Methodism.  What  is  Methodism  7  If  it  be  anything  eke  than 
the  pure  Gospel  religion,  let  Methodism  go  upon  the  winds  far  from  my  sight. 
And,  sir,  one  of  you  who  occupy  places  behind  me,  and  I  hope  will  die  in  peace 
in  the  possession  of  your  office,  may  remember  the  motto  which  I  hung  out  upon 
my  banner  when  first  I  joined  the  Methodist  Church.  Never  will  I  give  my  con- 
aent  to  test  rules,  either  as  to  the  qualifications  of  ministers  or  the  roles  of  ordina* 
tion,  othcc  than  what  we  originally  had  when  Methodism  first  took  root  in  our 
land.  And,  I  venture  to  say,  sir,  that  had  you  stricken  out  one  half  of  your  rules 
here  that  do  not  touch  the  f^eat  question  of  a  man's  qualifications  in  the  sight  of 
God  for  his  duties,  you  would  have  relieved  yourselves  from  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
which  now  seems  to  be  pressing  upon  you.  Your  rules  about  slavery  have  con- 
stituted yon  a  high  court  of  judicature  of  the  country,  and  made  you  judges  of  all 
the  statute  laws  of  the  states ;  and  now  whether  you  are  to  decide  these  questions 
in  the  Annual  or  General  Conferences,  or  whether  the  bishop  himself  has  the  pre- 
rogative of  GNBttling  diem,  is  not  yet  decided^  and  you  are  all  at  points,  and  will 
remain  at  points,  as  long  as  you  legislate  on  this  suliject;  hence  I  shall  protest 
against  your  test  rule  as  to  temperance,  and  your  requiring  men  to  go  through  a . 
course  m  study  befbre  entering  the  mizustry.  If  yon  ask  why,  I  shall  say,  I  am  di»> 
posed  to  let  §pod  enough  alone 

Let  us  <:onsider  the  question  calmly.  There  is  no  bitterness  in  my  heart  towaxd 
the  most  uncompromismg  abolitionist  in  this  assembly.  It  maybe  we  are  in  &nlt. 
The  truth  is  between  ns  somewhere :  let  us  see  where  it  lies.  It  is  a  matter  of 
vast  importance,  because  you  know  not  the  ultimate  issues  of  the  matter  now  before 
the  conference.  The  world  should  know  how  we  stand.  When  Medaodism  fint 
made  its  appearance  among  us,  she  found  slavery  overspreading  the  whole  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land.  She  entered  her  protest  against  it,  and  in  so  doing  sne 
did  more  than  our  Saviour  or  any  apostle  ever  did.  Our  ideas  of  it  now  are  not  . 
drawn  icom  any  express  precept,  but  from  a  train  of  logical  reasoning  on  general  j 
principles.  The  Methodist  Church  went  beyond  anything  that  is  to  be  mundwithin  j 
the  lids  of  the  Bible.  We  of  the  south,  however,  submitted  to  it.  We  did  noti 
invoke  the  power  of  the  Church  to  put  down  slavery.  We  did  not  invoke  the  civil 
power  to  put  it  down.  The  Methodist  preachers  in  the  south  commenced  as  the 
disciples  of  old,  rootm^  out  strife  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  virtue.  And  how  bean- 
tifiilly  would  these  things  have  operated  whenever  left  to  their  own  action !  The 
■lave  loves  his  master,  and  feels  gratitude  swelling  in  his  heart  The  master  loves 
ihe  slave.  They  stand  in  the  relation  of  benefiustor  and  beneficiary,  and  they  go 
forth  in  love  and  harmony,  and  as  I  have  often  seen  them  uniting  hand  in  hana, 
and  with  a  freedom  which  you  would  hardly  think  could  exist,  mve  Aemselves  to 
the  service  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  whom  we  are  ail,  I  trust,  slaves. 
It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  Church  demanded  of  us  submission  to  another 
rule :  it  is  this :  "  When  any  travelltng  preacher  becomes  an  oiK^ier  of  a  slave  or 
slaves  by  any  means,  he  shall  forfeit  }m  ministerial  character  in  our  Church,  unless 
he  execute,  if  it  be  practicable,  a  legal  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  confonnably  to 
the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  lives." 

To  every  exaction  on  this  subject  which  you  have  made  of  us  we  have  yielded ; 
yet  our  concessions  excite  no  commiseration,  no  kind  feelings.  You  yieldea  nothing 
m  these  things,  brethren-— you  of  the  north--and  perhaps  yon  did  not  know  how 
much  we  have  yielded,  or  to  how  great  censure  we  have  exposed  ourselves  by 
yielding :  but  the  matter  is  not  ended  yet.  Every  conference  for  ten  years  past 
has  been  oppressed  vrith  petition  after  petition  on  the  subject.  They  have  been 
respectfully  referred  to  committees,  who  reported  that  tl^y  were  appl]^mg  to  a  juria* 
diction  wmch  is  incompetent  to  give  relief.  They  are  told  this  aeain  and  apin, 
yet  again  and  again  we  are  told  that  they  must  be  treated  respectfully.  It  is  done. 
At  length,  by  a  train  of  circumstances,  he  who  occupies  one  of  the  first  places 
in  the  conference,  finds  himself  connected  with  slavery :  when  he  reaches  here, 
he  finds  the  anoference  in  commotion ;  he  is  pained  and  agonized.    He  conyema 
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the  delegeites  from  tbe  alftveliDlding  confe^penoesi  aod,  Ssr  tlie  nike  of  peaee,  pRr 
poses  to  resign ;  but  we  to  a  man,  without  a  dissentms  voice,  declared  to  him  **  tiiat 
if  he  sought  the  peace  of  tbe  Church  by  that  course,  ne  would  be  disappointed  of 
his  object ;  for  that  his  resignation  to  appease  the  clamour  of  the  aboUtiomsts  wouU 
but  spread  genend  discontent  through  the. whole  south.  We  camiot  lie  down  and 
see  you  deposed.  If  it  has  come  to  this,  that  bein^  connected  with  akveiy  dis- 
qualifies you,  we  too  are  disqualified.^'  Cruel,  sir,  is  this !  Ah,  it  is  cruel  in  na 
aU  to  place  op  beloved  bishop  in  this  painful,  agonizing  predicament.  We  have  a 
witness  in  his  heart  that  we  would  never  have  done  it  if  we  could  have  avoided  a 
more  serious  alternative.  He  has  a  witness  in  his  heart,  that  not  only  aouthem 
preachers,  but  you,  my  brethren  of  the  north,  would  pour  oil  into  his  oosom,  so 
far  as  Christian  sympathy  and  counsel  would  go.  But  ^ou  will  not  go  on  in  the 
course  you  have  done.  That's  too  much  to  ask.  Thus  is  our  bishop  d^t  with* 
And  now  what  has  been  the  coarse  of  argument  which  haa  been  panu«l  7  You  have 
generally,  so  &r  as  words  go,  treated  him  vdth  kindness ;  but  there  is  an  eloquence 
m  action,  and  a  rebuke — a  kind  of  rebuke  and  collateral  argument,  that  it  requirsa 
no  great  depth  of  wisdom  to  understand-4and  benea^  which  I  have  seen  omr 
bishop  cowering  here  during  all  the  time  as  one  that  scarcely  has  had  the  privi- 
lege to  occupy  a  seat  among  you,  and  is  necessarily,  fi^m  his  delicate  portion,  ibr 
some  days  onven  from  among  you.  Do  you  expect  of  us  that  we  shall  bow  in 
submission  to  all  this  with  no  oetter  pleas  for  these  measures  than  you  have  set 
up  ?  Are  we  not  to  be  excused,  if,  in  the  ardour  of  feeling,  we  sometimet  utter 
words  incautiously  7  Are  we  not  to  be  excused  if  we  do  not  weigh  our  tibougfata 
in  golden  balances  7  It  seems  to  me  we  have  claims  upini  your  indulgence  if  we 
depart  from  the  strict  rules  of  forensic  debate  on  this  occasion. 

Well,  I'm  not  done  yet  In  the  first  place,  a  motion  is  made  that  he  be  respect* 
fully  requested  to  resign.  Oae  whole  oay,  and  a  part  of  another,  are  conaumed  in 
discussing  this  respectful  request;  yet  during  all  the  speeches  which  have  been, 
made,  not  one  argument  has  oeen  adduc^ — ^not  one  solitary  argument,  founded  on 
the  grounds  taken  in  this  resolution — ^grounds  which  I  need  not  repeat.  Take  it 
np,^  and  array  the  arguments  alongside  of  it,  and  youll  find  that  every  argumem 
which  has  been-  adduced  is  in  utter  abandonment  of  the  grounds  taken  in  it.  My 
good  brother  from  the  New-York  C<niference,  the  oliier  day,  pointed  out  to  you 
bow  extrava^pmt  is  that  resolutioiL  Before  many  of  us  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  it— before  you  have  oad  a  chance  «  hearing  what  the  bisnop  has  to 
■ay — for,  as  yet,  you  have  never  given  him  an  opportumty  to  speak  his  mind — 
you  abandon  it,  and  press  upon  us  a  new  and  distinct  rule ;  and  as  yon  have  tbe 
opportunity  of  forming  your  plans  of  operation,  we,  on  the  spur  of  the  occasion, 
must  either  stand  silent,  or  get  up  in  an  impromptu  manner  to  answer.  And  are 
we  done  now  7    I  don't  know.    Let  us,  at  least,  dispose  of  this  argument 

And  now,  sir,  a  word  or  two  on  the  rule.  What  is  it  7  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  am  to  understand  it  when  it  declares  that  it  is  the  sense  of  this  conferenoe  Aaft 
Bishop  Andrew  remain  suspended — that  this  conference  means  to  act  in  a  ju£- 
dal  capacity,  or  merely  to  assert  its  respectful  wish.  But  I  suppose  it  is  to  be  un- 
derstood as  an  edict  which  must  be  carried  into  effect  b^  this  conference  if  passed 
by  a  vote  of  the  migoril^.  But  one  thing  is  very  certain,  if  the  speakers  on  the 
other  side  of  the  question  understand  it,  it  is  to  be  an  entering  wedge.  Let  us 
look  at  it.  Brethren,  just  take  your  own  argument,  if  you  please — ^your  own  oonoe^ 
nons,  and  put  ^em  into  a  rule,  and  suppose  this  your  resolution — ^1  have  done  it:— 

''  Whereas  Bishop  Andrew  is  a  man  of  the  most  unimpeachable  moral  character, 
ardently  beloved  by  every  member  of  this  conference,  ana  in  the  ^scharge  of  bos  ofll- 
dal  duties  active,  zealous,  and  self-sacrificing-— and  in  lus  labours  of  love  to  the  slaves 
m  particalar,  peculiarly  efficient  and  successful — and  whereas  we  admit  that  there 
is  no  sin  in  die  simple  fiu:t  of  holding  slaves,  and  nothing  in  slaveiy  inconsistent 
with  the  miiiisterial  character,  and  that  nothing  ought  to  be  done  by  the  conferenoe 
to  throw  distrust  upon  the  presiding  elder  or  any  other  preacher  of  the  Gkwpelv 
merely  on  the  ground  of  his  being  a  slaveholder ;  neveruielesfe,  inasmuch  as  the 
Bishop  has  married  a  lady  owning  slaves,  which  slaves  he  has  settled  upon  her, 
which  circumstances  render  him  obnoxious  to  several  northern  conferences,  there- 
fore, to  preserve  peace,  and  upon  grounds  of  policy, 

"  Resolved,  That  he  be  suspendi^  fixun  his  official  duties  until  he  emancipate  hi» 
dsvee." 

The  reverend  gentlemen  proceeded  in  a  caustic  strain  to  point  out  w^hat  he  coo- 
iidered  to  be  the  inconsistancies  in  which  the  passage  of  tiie  resolutiaii  woald  m^ 
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^roWe  the  <3enenl  Confeireiice,  and  concluded  a  lengtheiied  aifgoment  l>y  an  earnert 
ai^peal  to  tlie  Inetloen  to  weigh  well  the  issaea  of  the  proposed  action,  which  he 
contended  most  necesamily  reanlt  in  the  8epanit{oii  of  the  north  and  south.  He 
also  entered  minutely  into  the  position  which  Bishop  Andrew  held  Ugaliy  in  refeiv 
«nce  to  his  slaTea,  the  speaker's  object  being  to  show  tiiat  he  was  involuntarily  and 
irremediably  involved  as  a  slaveholder,  tmder  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  then  took  the  floor,  and  said,— Mr.  President,  I  vnsh  it  distinctiy 
uoderstood,  that  {  do  not  rise  widi  the  intention  of  replying  to  the  last  gendemaa 
on  the  floor.  With  the  deference  which  his  age,  leanung,  and  talents  deserve  from 
ne,  I  leave  him  to  the  consideration  of  older  and  abler  brethren,  who  will  reply  to 
the  different  points  of  his  speech,  if  &ey  deem  it  proper. 

The  only  occasion  upon  wbich  I  have  thought  it  consistent  ibr  me  to  appear  in  this 
discussion,  is  in  reply  to  the  distinguished  member  from  the  Georgia  Con£Brence, 
Bev.  Q.  F.  Pierce.  The  near  agreement  m  our  ages  is  my  apology.  The  reverena 
gentleman  commenced  his  remarks  by  stating  that  this  controversy,  as  it  appeared 
to  him,  had  been  conducted  upon  the  part  of  the  north  by  attempted  frats  of  leger> 
domain.  I  understood  'him  to  say  that,  we  had  done  this  by  stating  self-evident 
propositions,  and  then  forthwith  deducing  conclusions  from  them  that  had  no  more 
connection  with  them  than  the  law  of  the  tides  had  with  the  polar  star,  ff  he  had 
taken  the  trouble  to  point  out  a  few  instances  of  this  kind  of  defect  I  could  have 
civen  it  the  attejption  due  to  reasoning,  but  as  he  was  not  pleased  to  do  so,  and  as 
he  is  an  educated  man,  he  vrfll  doubuess  be  satisfied  by  my  giving  him  credit  for 
a  piece  of  heentififiU  deelamaiion.  He  says  we  have  made  a  false  issue  in  this  dis- 
eitssion.  And'  what  is  it  7  Why,  that  we  have  discussed  it  as  an  individual  matter, 
confined  in  its  application  to  Bishop  Andrew  himself;  whereas  it  was  in  truth  a 
gn:«af  pnctical  question,  bearing  upon  the  whole  south.  We  admit  it,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent ;  It  is  a  great  practical  question,  bearing  not  upon  the  south  merely,  but  upon 
.Ibe  vkcte  Chttreh.  We  utterly  disclaim  the  limitation  of  the  question  to  an^  man. 
We  take  up  the  issue  exactly  as  he  has  laid  it  dovim.  It  is  upon  ihe  assertion  and' 
notion  of  a  paat  principle  of  immense  praeHeeU  hearing  that  we  predicate  our  ar- 
goments.  It  is,  verily,  the  brother  may  be  well  assured,  a  matter  of  msLtpraeHceU 
importance  to  us,  ana  to  the  Church,  whether  we  have  a  slaveholoing  bishop  or 
not.    Here,  then,  I  have  no  contention  with  him. 

But,  Mr.  President,  ihe  brother  alarmed  me !    He  made  a  declaration  which 
-was  to  me  utterly  surprising !    He  says  the  great  question  of  unity  is  decided ! 
(Mr.  P.  ez{rfained.   **  Pro^)ectively  decided !")  ProspeeHvely  decided  t  to  be  sure ! . 
Did  any  one  suppose  it  had  been  decided  retrospeetiitely  t     Division,  then,  in  hh  j 
mind  is  really  inevitaUe !    Surely,  sir,  /had  not  thought  so.    And  I  am  happy  tb  j 
imy  I  know  many  brethren  north  and  south,  much  more  distmguished  for  age  and/ 
experience  than  either  of  us,  who  do  not  think  so.    The  di^w^n  of  our  ezceUentj 
Church  decided !    The  uni^  of  our  common  Methodism  destroyed !    May  Heavent 
^rbid  it!   I  do  not  believe  it,  sir.    The  strong  bonds  that  hold  us  together,  I  trust,* 
are  not  sundered !    But,  he  says,  the  Baltimcx'e  appeal  case  virtuiuly  dedided  it, 
I  do  not  so  understand  it.    Tnere  were,  it  is  true,  several  points  of  analogy  bei' 
tween  the  case  of  Mr.  Harding  and  that  of  Bishop  Andrew.    But  tibe  action  contemf ' 
plated  in  the  case  of  the  bishop  is  widely  diflbrent  from  that  had  in  the  case  of  Mn ' 
Harding.    In  that  case  we  did  nothing  more  than  to  affirm  the  decision  of  the  BaJ^j 
timore  Conference :  and  in  that  act  say,  that  we  would  not  allow  slavery  to  b^  | 
crowded  on  to  her,  after  she  had  nobly  declared  she  wonld  not  have  it.    The  appel- ' 
lant  stood  suspended  from  his.  ministerial  fimctions.    But  was  any  such  thin^  in- 
tended in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew  7    Did  the  resolution  affirm  any  such  thm?  t 
CcrCainly  not    It  merely  proposed  that  be  should  desist  from  the  exercise  of  ue 
misoopfd  office  until  he  should  free  himself  from  tiie  embarrassment  of  slavery. 
Tkie  cases  then  were  widely  diflerent    Brethren  were  undoubtedly  premature  m 
aneerting  diat  the  decision  of  the  conference  in  the  Baltimore  appeal  case  had  pros- 
pectively determined  the  division  of  the  Church !    Indeed,  the  sentleman  himseH* 
aeemed  to  have  doubts  about  it,  when  he  came  to  consider  a  tittle ;  for  after  he 
Iwd  progressed  in  his  argument  so  &r  as  to  consider  the  influence  of  the  proposed 
action  in  the  case  of  the  bishop,  he  declared,  **  Pass  that  resolution,  and  the  great 
-meetion  ofMethodistic  unity  is  decided  for  ever."    indeed !   Then  iXremains  to  be  | 
Jteddsdf  the  Baltimore  appeal  case  to  Ae  contrary  notwithstanding  f    I  thank  the  J 
Imdier  for  that.     My  judgment  in  the  case  cannot  be  altogether  groundless,  since 
ft  derives  support  from  his  own  declarations.  Be  assured,  sir,  I  greaUy  rejoi<;e  in  thb. 

Bat  the  respected  brother  front  Georgia  insists  iSbat  ike  fMmale  designin  the  die* 
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frBaohiaement  of  all  Boatbem  miiiiBters !  The  uUimaU  detign  !  BeoUy,  air,  ^bm  w 
extraordinary  sagacity !  If  he  had  been  content  to  show  ns  what  was  the  le|;iti- 
mate  result  of  our  action,  we  must  have  corrected  him,  or  submitted.    But  sinoe 

(he  has  thought  proper  to  declare  our  detigUf  we  must  demur.  We  have  seriow 
doubts  as  to  the  competency  of  any  man  to  tell  our  designs,  unless  we  avow  them. 
Disfranchise  all  southern  preachers  t  I  disclaim  it,  sir.  In  the  name  of  &e  Troy 
Conference,  whidi  I  have  the  honour  in  part  to  represent,  and  in  the  name  oS  the 
whole  north,  I  disclaim  it,  I  appeal  to  you,  brethren,  every  man  of  yoa,  to  know 
whether  you  have  ever  knovm  oi  any  such  idea  at  the  north.  I  am  fully  sostained ; 
.no  such  thought  can  be  in  existence.  But  the  argument  by  which  my  raspectad 
friend  sustained  this  extraordinary  proposition  was  not  fully  developed.  If  he  wiU 
have  the  goodness  to  give  his  attention  to  see  whether  I  do  it  correctly  I  will  state 
it  for  him.  The  north  are  not  willing  that  a  slaveholder  should  be  a  bishop ;  ers^, 
they  are  determined  that  no  slaveholder  shall  be  a  minister !  If  the  brethi^  of  the 
south  have  an}r  argument  to  support  this  doctrine  of  universal  proscription,  this  cer- 
tainly must  be  iL  But  is  it  legitunate  t  Is  there  any  connection  between  the  ante- 
cedent and*  the  conseqnent-^the  promises  and  Ae  conclusion?  I  cannot  see  it. 
The  Discipline  prescribes  the  circumst^ices  under  which  a  travelling  preacher 
may  hold  slaves.  But  does  it  say  anything  of  circumstances  under  whicn  a  bishop 
may  hold  slaves  7     Certainly  not ;  for  the  condition  of  a  bishop  is  widely  different 

I  firom  that  of  any  ordinary  travelling  preacher.    He  is  really  and  truly  the  pastor  of 

1  the  whole  Church,  and  slavery  wiU  not  allow  him  to  be  so. 

Brethren  talk  of  the  infringement  of  their  constitutional  rights.  But  what  do 
they  mean  by  it  ?  That  an^  man  has  a  constitutional  risht  to  be  a  bishop !  Such  a 
light  as  he  had  to  graduation  from  a  probationer  to  eloer's  orders  t  Has  an^  man 
living  soch  a  constitutional  right  to  be  elected  to  the  ejpiscopal  office,  or  remain  in  it 
after  ne  is  .elected  7    I  never  neard  of  such  a  thing.     Sir,  there  is  no  conatitutian  in 

I  the  case.    Neither  the  Discipline  nor  the  General  Conference  has  ever  said  whet 

I  special  qualifications  would,  or  would  not,  be  required  in  a  bishop.  It  is  true,  air^ 
that  the  Discipline  nowhere  says  tlbit  a  slaveholder  shall  not  be  a  bishop,  and  I 
should  be  sorry  if  it  did.  It  has  nowhere  said  that  a  ntmrdrinker  shall  not  be  a 
bishop :  and  yet,  surely,  no  man  would  say  that  this  was  any  the  leas  an  utter  dk- 
qualincalion  for  the  office,  because  it  was  not  so  declared  in  the  Discipline.  <I  beft 
Mr.  President,  you  will  not  understand  me  to  compare  slavery  with  rum-drinkmg.  i 
mean  no  such  thing.  I  introduce  it  only  for  purposes  of  illustratiou.^  No,  air.  xSeie 
are  no  eonstitiUional  rights  invaded.  As  to  whether  a  man  will  oo  for  a  bishop,  or 
not,  the  General  Conference  is  the  sole  judge,  either  as  to  his  election,  or  reten- 
tion ;  and  their  judgment  wiU  have  its  true  expression  in  the  ballot  box.  A  cooati- 
tutional  right  to  be  a  bishop !  You  might  as  well  talk  of  a  constitutional  right  to  be 
an  editor  or  a  booh  agent,  or  any  other  General  Conference  officer. 

But  the  brother  from  Georgia  says  this  measure  vnll  not  save  as  from  secesaioDa.  We 
shall  have  secessions  in  New-England!  We  shall  have  them  eveiywhere!  Whateee 
be  done  to  satisfy  New-£n|pbmd7  Sir,  as  the  name  of  NetihEmgktnd  stnic^  my  ear  I  felt 
a  thrill  of  the  most  intense  mterest.  But,  the  reverend  gentleman  proceeded, "  they  are 
busy  bodies  in  other  men*s  matters !  A  thorn  in  the  flesh !  A  messenger  of  Satan  ta 
buffet  us !"  And,  alluding  (as  I  understood  him  to  do)  to  a  certain  movement  in  New- 
England,  and  certain  prmciples  upon  which  that  movement  was  based,  he  called  H 
"  the  foul  spirit  of  the  pit !  The  Juggernaut  of  perdition ! "  &c.  Upon  this  language,  Mr. 
President,  I  may  not  remark  1  I  must,  of  necessity,  leave  it  without  animadvetBioe! 
But  with  the  utmost  respect,  this  dear  brother  wiU  excuse  me  ibr  saying  I  mach 
prefer  the  terms  used  by  some  of  his  highly-respected  associates.  I  like  the 
chaste  and  beautiful  language  of  the  sweet-spirited  and  eloquent  Mr.  Crowder,  suk 
the  dignified  and  foroible  sfyle  of  the  reverend  gentleman  who  last  pieceded  ne. 
I  must  say,  Mr.  President,  I  deprecate  the  use  of  such  language  in  •  controvenj 
of  such  solemn  importance — a  controversy  invested  with  more  elements  of  mmd 
grandeur  than  any  which  has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  American  people  far  half 
a  century !  I  hope  the  brother  will  not  nse  it  again,  and  certainly  not  on  the  floor 
of  this  General  Conference.  But  my  friend  from  the  Georgia  Conference  aays,  ** !«« 
New-England  go !  I  wish  in  my  heart  she  would  secede !  And  joy  go  with  her,  far 
I  am  sure  she  will  leave  peace  behind  her  !"-^Let  New-En^and  go  f  I  cannot  fee- 
get  this  exclamation.  It  vibratea  in  my  soul  in  tonea  of  gratmg  dvcord.  Why,  ak; 
what  is  New-England  that  we  should  part  with  her  with  so  little  relDCtaace  ?  Nev 
England!  The  land  of  the  pilgrims— the  land  of  many  of  our  venarated  fedieo  m 
Inselr-^theUuidofBroadhead   -of  Memtfr-^teieTeiedBuo[poiatiiig  tpGe«g» 
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ndcering]  yvho  Bits  "by  my  side,  and  a  faMt  cf  wor^iefl  ^om  wd  hftV6  deli^fhted 
to  honour  aa  the  bulwarks  of  Methodism  in  iu  early  days  of  ^mitive  pmity  tmd 
peril'.  Let  New-England  ^o1  No,  sir,  we  cannot  part  so  easily  with  the  pioneer 
liuMl  of  the  deroted  and  sainted  Jesse  Lee ! 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  our  brethren  of  the  sooth  utterly  mistake  the  tinth  in  this 
matter !  Why,  sir,  they  can't  get  hdf  way  to  New-England  in  this  war !  They 
must  wade  tmrough  numbers  arm  forces  of  which  they  nerer  dreamed !  They  must 
encounter  us  in  the  centre,  whose  opposition  to  slavery  is  uncompromising.  And 
Baltimore  (honour  to  her  setf^acrifictng  devdion  to  t«»  cause  of  humanity  i>  wffl 
bo  a  formidable  obstacle  in  the  way  of  their  advance.  But  if  they  ever  should 
•ubdue  us,  and  reach  the  land  of  the  pilgrims,  irest  assured,'  sir,  they  would  find 
there  a  wall  of  bran  which  would  remain  for  ever  impregnable  to  the  assaults  cf 
the  slave  power!  We  are  happy  that  New^England  is  with  us  to  a  man  in  this 
fcnful  conflict — ^that  the  united  west,  and  north,  and  east,  form  an  insuperable  bar- 
rier to  thto  advance  of  slavery !  O  sir,  I  foar  me  much  our  brethren  at  the  south  are 
deceiving  themselves  in  this  matter.  This  has  never  been  a  qnestioi^of  prineiplf 
between  us  and  New-England.  We  have  always  been  agreed  in  iundamental  anti* 
slavery  sentiments,  and  I  am  the  more  careful  to  allude  to  this,  because,  so  far  as  ] 
remember,  it  is  a  distinction  that  has  not  been  made  in  this  discussion.  It  has 
been  purely  a  question  of  meeuuret  between  us.  In  this,  it  is  true,  we  have  dH*- 
fered,  but  m  opposition  of  principle  to  slavery,  north,  east,  and  west,  we  always 
have  been,  and  I  trust  shall  ever  remain,  insepareblv  tinited.  We  resist  cu  one  man 
'  the  advancement  of  slavery,  which,  not  content  to  be  confined  withiii  its  own  geo-  i 
graphical  limits,  threatens  to  roU  its  datit  waves  over  the  north.  R  claimt  the  rtght  I 
to  give  nt  a  tlavekolding  pattor  /  a  eUwekolding  bUikop  t  Do  not  then  be  sur>  ^ 
|Rrised  that  we  are  so  perfectly  united  in  asking  to  be  set  back  exactly  where  we 
were  a  few  mondis  ago.  O,  sir,  that  our  brethren  could  roll  the  wheels  of  time 
back  te  where  they  were  last  November,  when  we  had,  comparatively,  no  difficul- 
ties to  encounter^  But  this  they  cannot  do.  W^t  less,  however,  can  theyexpecf 
OS  to  ask,  than  that  they  should  do  what  is  equivalent  to  it,  give  us  our  bishop  vnth- 
<mt  the  slaves  7 

My  brother,  sir,  judges  about  as  poorly  of  the  principles  and  conditioh  of  the 
xorth  as  I  should  of  the  south ;  for  I  have  never  been  to  the  south.  I  am  sorry  I 
have  not  I  should  like  to  strike  the  hands  of  these  dear— very  dear  brethren, 
whom  I  have  learned  to  love  upon  this  conference  floor,  as  I  never  should  have 
anpposed  possible,  at  their  own  dear  homes.  I  should  like  to  go  there,  sir,  if  I 
might,  my  anti-slavery  principles  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding !  [Cries  of  seve- 
fal  voices,  **  Come  on— come  on — ^we  shall  be  glad  to  see  you.**]  Let  New-Ens- 
Itmd  go  f  No,  sir,  never.  And  here  I  beg  to  say,  that  our  southern  brethren  canT 
induce  us  to  use  such  language  with  reference  to  them.  They  can't  provoke  us  to 
it,  rir.  Let  the*  south  go !  No,  sir,  we  love  them  too  well.  We  love  them  for 
their  goodness,  and  respect  them  for  their  talents.  We  love  them  for  their  stem 
unbending  regard  to  principle  and  adherence  to  Discipline.  We  love  them  for 
their  conservatism,  tiltra  sometimes  though  it  may  be,  we  love  them  for  it.  Let 
the' south  go !  No,  sir,  we  cannot  ^art  with  our  brethren,  whom  we  love  so  well. 
Trae,  we  cannot  compromise  principle,  to  save  t&em— 4ior  to  save  the  east.  But 
we  need  not.  They  are  too  magnanimous  to  demand  it.  We  shall  liVe  and  die 
with  them — we  wiU  not  let  them  go  unless  they  tear  themselves  from  our  arms  be- 
^wed  with  the  tears  of  affectiott.     Never !  no,  never ! 

The  hour  of  adjournment  having  anived,  the  speaker  dosed  his  remarks  for  tiie 
present,  with  the  expectation  of  resuming  the  subject  on  the  morrow. 

^  SATURDAY,  MAY  25. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck,  who  was  on  the  floor  yesterday  at  the  time  of  a^oumment, 
being  in  order  tins  morning,  rose  and  said : 

Mr.  President, — It  would  have  been  agreeable  to  me  tf  I  might  have  concluded 
my  remarits  yesterday,  without  hitenru^on ;  but  the  arrival  of  the  hour  for  ad> 
joumment  compelled  me  n»  leave  the  argument  in  an  mifinishedstite.  Much  as  t 
regretted  this,  however,  I  should  have  preferred,  if  my  friends  would  have  allowed 
me  to  do  it,  to  have  left  it  there.  To  tnis,  it  is  due  to  myself  to  state,  I  could  not 
get  their  oonsent.  In  obedience,  therefore,  to  a  judgment  to  which  I  always  feel 
bound  to  defer,  I  resume  fhe  floor  to-day. 

'*Ten  years  from  now,  and  our  glorious  general  snperintendenoy,  and  our  time* 
fitinenney  wiUhaTeexp^nedi'*  Bo  s^f*  the  prophecy  Dfyoatenfay!  Onl$ 
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ten  year$  wS]  Baffioe  to  puH  4own  thb  beatftiflil  «d^c»,  and  wmrihilalii  ifte  ^9ff 
XQ^terialB  of  which  it  ib  constrocted !  The  strong  oonfidoice  it  has  inapired  in  idi 
votBriafr- -the  ard^it  attachment  of  those  whom  it  1^  saved — ^die  proroimd  admi- 
ration which  its  almost  supematmral  wisdom  and  adaptation  have  galhered  anymd 
kf  from  aU  classes  of  people--all  these  crnnnot  9a»e  U.  It  is  doomed,  and  &II  it 
must  \  Only  tan  yean^  and  the  last  flickezings  of  this  once  brilliant  aid  giwioaa 
light  will  have  died  away  in  the  socket !  But,  Mr.  President^  as  I  am  bat  a  cfadd 
in  these  matters,  and  so  have  seen  bat  little  of  the  secret  workings  of  small,  bat 
'ibiighty  agencies,  upon  the  basis  of  this  noble  fabric,  I  am  coriooa  to  iaqnire  int» 
the  cause  of  this  prophetic  &te.  What  is  it  that  is  to  work  such  devastation  aad 
min  to  the  fiiir  heritage  of  God  7  Let  this  reaton,  stand  out  in  bold  rali^  stripped 
of  all  its  drapery,  where  we  can  see  it  ;[ust  aa  it  is.  This  is  certainly  no  time  tair 
rhetorical  ornament.  At  a  time  when  mterests  so  vast  and  solemn  are  pending 
npon  the  action  of  a  single  principle,  let  that  principle  be  exhibited^  naked  and  ma> 
adorned,  that  we  may  not  mistake  itw  What  then  is  the  eauut  that  is  destmed  to 
effect  the  dverthrow  of  institutions  venerable  with  age,  and  potent  for  the  amelio- 
ration of  the  ccmdition  of  man  ?  Why,  sir,  if  I  have  not  misteken  it,  it  is  simply 
this:— 

Tlii*  General  Conference  is  likely  to  $ay  that  a  elawekolder  cmtnet  be  a  biekapi 
Look  at  it,  undisguised,  and  alone,  as  it  is.  Examine  it  carefully,  in  all  its  di- 
mensions and  bearinffs,  and  see  if  >;oa  can  discover  any  adequacy  in  the  canse  to 
produce  the  predicted  effi»ot.  Can  it  be  that  the  Almighty  arm  will  be  withdzawn 
from  beneath  us  for  this  7  That  we  shall  be  abandoned  to  destruction  for  the  want 
of  a  union  between  slavery  and  the  episcopato  7  What  dement  of  oar  parity  and 
primitive  simplicity  will  it  destroy  7  What  adai>tation  of  our  noble  system  vriU  it 
annihilate,  to  nave  no  slaveholding  bishop  7  Will  God,  indeed,  be  angry  with  ns^ 
and  leave  us  to  ourselves  /or  tkie  f  Is  this  the  foundation  stone  of  oar  spiritoal 
edifice,  that  it  must  inevitably  crumble  to  ruins  when  it  is  removed  t  If  God 
should  forsake  us,  we  are  rained-*»irrecoverably  mined !  Bat,  sir,  /  eanmot  beUe90 
h4  vjiU.  He  has  not  in  former  times,  and  we  have  been  without  a  slaveholding 
bishop  for  sixty  years !    The  grand  itinerant  plan  of  publishing  salvation  to  the 


perishing  world  has  gone  on  gicviously,  dispensing  its  invaluable  blesmngis  to  ai- 
ry land,  notwithstanding.     Now,  I  know,  sn*,  if  I  were  reasoning  <»  a 
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and  were  to  say,  He  JWw  not  forsaken  us,  therefore  he  wiU  not,  that  I^shonld  be 
justly  chargeable  with  the  legerdemain  in  debate  which  my  friend  from  the  sooth 
BO  sTacefully  ascribed  to  ua yesterday.  But,  sir,  when  I  say  it  of  the  unchangeable 
God,  Ke  did  noiy  therefore,  in  the  same  circumstanoes,  he  wiU  not,  I  feel  myaelf 
fidly  sustained.  No,  Mr.  President,  I  cannot  adopt  this  disnud  prophecy.  It  haft 
too  much  of  the  air  of  romance  about  it.  If  nothing  more  is  justly  laid  to  oor 
chjug^e  than  the  simple  refusal  to  depart  from  our  former  state  in  this  matter,  I  v«n^ 
Delieve  the  eveilastmg  arms  will  be  underneath  us  stUl.  The  wheels  of  ^e  ilina- 
rancy  will  continue  to-  roll  on,  and  the  ages  of  the  futore  will  yet  exhibit  the  now 
pndeveloped  power  of  this  wonderful  plan. 

I  will  novi^  sir,  ask  attention  to  what  appeara  to  me  to  be  a  very  singular,  and 
yet  ver^  frequent  exclamation  from  southem  brethren,  and  I  do  it  not  in  the  nnrift 
of  casuistry.  They,  almost  to  a  man,  call  upon  us  to  pause  I  *'  Pause  !'*  sav  tiiey» 
'^  we  beseech  yoa ;  panse  before  you  advance  another  stop  f*  Indeed,  sir ;  thia  is  a 
very  extraordinary  prayer  under  the  circumstances.  My  nei£[hboar  moves  Ua 
fence,  and  bam,  and  house  on  my.  farm !  and  when  I  begin  to  insist  upon  his  taking 
them  qSS,  he  cries  out,  Pamse  !  "  Pause,  sir,  I  beseech  you !  Your  measures  will  be 
iproductive  of  immense  injury  to  yourself  and  me  1"  What,  sir,  should  I  say  to  him 
m  this  case  7  Why,  sir,  can  any  one  doubt  that  I  should  mstantly  reply.  This  is 
the  wrong  time  to  call  for  a  pause"?    The  t&ne  to  psoose  was  when  you  began  to 

Sike  your  ariangOTsents  to  move  your  buildings  on  my  land ! .  Then,  if  some  kind 
end  had  called  out  to  yon,  in  the  language  yoa  address  to  me,  it  would  have  been 
•auieedingly  relevant.  Bat  now,  fi^om  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  l&ere  eon  he  no 
pmuee,  until  you  retrace  your  Stops,  and  relieve  my  premises  ef  your  eflfects.  Need 
J  make  the  application  m  this  homely  illustration  7  I  am'  sore  I  need  not.  It  ia 
ebvioos  and  necessary.  But  I  shall  not  fail  to  Ioi^l  well  to  the  only  hinge  tqxia 
which  this  argument  tarns.  The  great  question  is.  Who  faaa  been  the  agj^rassor 
fat  this  case  7  (I  use  the  terra  in  no  bad  sense.)  Upon  whom  rests  the  responn- 
bility  of  the  present  fearful  issue  7  Does  it  rest  upon  us  of  the  north  7  Does  it 
;  rest  upon  this  General  Conforenoe  7  I  verily  believe  it  does  not,  sir.  When,  or 
I  where,  may  I  he  aUowed  to  ask,  have  we  infringed  tiie  rights  of  oor  brathraa  at 


Aeiottth?    It  u  true,  we  baTe  Uid  our  petitioiii  at  jonr  feat    Bat  in  this  httfe  i 
we  done  anything  more  thai^  to  exercise  the  natural  rights  of  fi^emeiki  7    The  eitir  I 
cans  of  this  free  republic  must  be  allowed  to  petition,  and  we  most  receire  their 
petitions,  respectfimy  expressed,  and  give  them  the  oonsideration  which  their  na- 
ture and  importance  deoiand.    Petitions  have  been  presented  to  you,  sir ;  petitions, 
to  be  sure,  which,  from  the  state  of  the  public  mind  m  which  they  originated,  have 
required  car^Eul  analysis  ;  but  many  of  which  have  deserved  a  most  patient  hear- 
ing.   But,  sir,  what  have  we  done  ?     What  single.dedsion  of  this  body,  since  this    ■ 
excitement  commenced,  has  not  been  adiqpted  witn  singular  care  to  ue  interests 
of  the  south  7    Nay,  air,  we  have  cantioualy  guarded  the  south,  in  every  official 
act  that  looked  toward  this  exciting  subject.     We  are  aware  that  it  is  a  perfect 
system  of  sensitiveness — a  complete  bundle  of  nerves!    And  we  have  -  always 
acted  with  this  fact  fnlly  in  view.    Indeed,  sir,  I  am  honestly  in  doubt— and  I 
know  my  brethren  of  the  south  will  allow  me  to  ei^reas  it-^whether  we  have 
not  more  reeaon  to  ask  the  pardon  of  the  east  than  of  the  south  in  this  matterf 
This  I  will  not,  however,  attempt  to  decide,  because  it  is  unneoessaiy.    But,  air, 
the  question  returns,  Whence  is  the  origin  of  our  present  difficulty  7  *  Does  it  com* 
£Dom  the  north?    Certainly  not.    Have  we  originated  this  innovation?    I  need  not 
answer.    I  ask,  then,  most  resjpectfolly,  When  was  the  proper  time  to  pause  ? 
This  question  brings  us  no  relief.    It  is  too  laia^  and  I  will  "not  repeat  it.    B«t 
anrely  the  call  to  pauze  will  be  suspended  by  our  brethren  of  the  south,  until  diey 
hove  put  themselves  right  in  regara.  to  the  question  at  issue.    If  it  be  inquired 
where  ikB  blame  is  located,  since  we  will  not  allow  it  to  rest  upon  the  north,  I  an- 
swer, I  locate  it  lUyvkere.    Indeed,  I  will  not  talk  of  blame.    It  can  do  no  good* 
The  question  is  one  of  remedy.    We  cannot  fear  that  we  shall  be  blamed  for  «res^  . 
ing  the  question  of  remedy.    It  oueht  not  to  be  aaked  of  us,  that  we  should  be  ' 
satisfied  to  have  the  bishop  of  the  whole  territory  trammelled  by  peculiar  and  local 
institutions.    It  is  not  neceeeary  for  the  good  of  that  part  of  the  work  where  \ 
slavery  exiati,  and  it  miwi,  from  the  veiy  nature  of  the  case,  be  ruinous  to  that  ' 
laige  part  of  it  where  it  does  not  exist. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  exceedingly  thankful  that  there  is  one  common  ground 
to  the  south  and  north.  Not,  perhaps,  to  the  whole  south,  but  to  many  of  its  moat 
^tistinguiahed  men — I  refer  to  tne  ma^muimpua  concessions  which  have  been  freely 
made  upon  the  eleeHon  of  a  slaveholdinf  bishop.  It  has  been  conceded,  vrith  a 
frankness  and  Christian  candour  which  aBMrve,  and  shall  receive  our  luahi^t  piaiie 
—not,  indeed,  that  no  slaveholder  should  be  eligible  to  the  episcopal  omse— ror  our 
southern  brethren  talk  with  precision  on  this  dimcult  question-<-but  that  it  was  inex* 
pedient  to  attempt  an  election  on  any  such  ground.  In  the  very  style  of  consi- 
derate northern  men,  it  has  been  ur^d  in  the  south  that  the  bishop  is  the  officer  of 
the  whole  Church,  and  it  is  not  advisable  to  trammel  him  with  a  local  difflcnltf . 
It  most  not  be  a  question  of  north  and  south,  but  sim^Y  who  is  Uie  best  man  for 
the  office.  Where  is  the  man  of  God  typon  whom  it  wm  be  safe  to  devolve  such  a 
fearful  responsibility  ?  This  is  noble.  But  wiU  our  southern  brethren  abide  by  . 
this  prindpie  7  I  am  aware  that  I  have  no  right  to  charge  the  necessary  correlate 
of  an  acknowledged  sentiment  upon  an  opponent,  unless  he  avow  it.  But  it  is  my 
right  to  show  what  is  implied  in  mat  sentiment,  and  what  results  necessarily  follow 
it  And  I  will  ask  brethren,  What  obiection  have  we  to  the  election  of  a  slave- 
holdins  bishop  7  None,  sorely,  but  wnat  is  based  upon  the  idea  of  having  one. 
Why  &  we  at  the  north  object  to  electing  a  man  in  such  circumstances  to  iob  a»ia- 
oopacy.  For  no  other  reason  in  the  world  than  that  we  have  no  use  for  him  when 
he  ia  elected.  He  cannot  be  a  true  Methodist  itinerating  superintendeeut  No,  sir, 
it  is  not  to  eleeHngf  but  to  kamng  one  that  insuperable  objections  arise  in  the 
minds  of  northern  men.  Need  I  apply  these  remarks  7  Can  brethren .  fiul  to  sea 
that  nothing  more  is  needed  to  relieve  us  from  our  present  difficulties,  than  the  legiti- 
mate action  of  the  principles  universally  claimed  by  the  north,  and  so  extensively 
conceded  by  the  south  7  No,  sir,  let  it  be  distmctl^  home  in  mind  that  thd  vole 
npon  the  present  resolution  must  depend  upon  precisely  the  same  principles  as  the 
vote  for  an  election.  We  grant,  it  is  a  much  mord  deUeate  matter;  so  much  so, 
faideed,  as  to  almost  appal  the  stoutest  heart ;  but  HU  principle  m  the  eame  and  the 
aedon  mmet  de  the  eame. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is,  I  must  say,  one  attitude  taken  by  my  brethren  from 
the  south  to  which  I  find  it  difficult  to  reconcile  my  feelings.  It  is|  I  confess,  a 
matter  of  extreme  delicacy  for  me  to  allude  to  it ;  and  yet  I  know  I  shall  have  ^ 
IndttlgaaDe  of  southern  brethren.    If  Ih^everhaidanydoabtBinregardtoMialheai 


IM  DebaUs  m  the 

niagiMwiimfty,  t&ey  would  have  been  removed  by  what  faas  taken  place  on  tiieffoor 
of  UBB  eonfereoce  dnring  this  duciunon.  They  do  not  condemn  a  man  for  speaking 
bis  BentimentB  oat  inlly.  No,  sir.  I  doubt  not,  that,  if  I  were  to  app^  to  my 
reverend  fiiend  on  my  right,  (Dr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,^  to  whose  eloquent  remaiks 
we  hare  so  frequently  listened  with  the  most  intense  mterest,  he  would  say,  "  It  is 
cowardly  and  mean  for  a  man  to  shrink  from  an  honest  and  fhmk  avowal  of  his  opin- 
ions and  feelings  upon  a  ^estion  of  such  magnitude  as  this  for  fear  of  dtference 
widi  diose  who  had  other  opinions  and  other  feelings."  I  wiU  therelbre  mentioD 
that  subject,  with  which  my  mind  has  been  burdened  and  afflicted  for  several  days. 
Connected  with  the  ar^^uments  of  our  southern  brethren,  there  is  constantly  held  up 
before  us  tibe  idea  (I  will  ipt  call  it  menace)  of  a  division  of  the  Church,  if  we 
persist  in  our  course  I  Do  not  brethren  know  that,  by  this  course,  they  throw  a 
fetnrfnl  difficulty  in  the  way  of  a  free  and  safe  discussion  of  this  subjeet  ?  an  impedi- 
ment  almost  sufficient  to  drive  us  from  its  discussion  altogether  ?  I  know  our  dear 
brethren  cannot  fail,  upon  the  mere  mention  of  this  matter,  to  think  of  the  resoltB 
which  may  follow  to  the  interests  of  their  flocks  and  charees  in  the  south.  I  know 
very  well  that  they  do  not  feel  themselves  at  the  disposal  of  good  men  and  Metho- 
dists in  this  thin^ — ^that  it  is  in  the  power  of  wicked  men  to  break  up  their  missions, 
and  destroy  theu*  usefulness — and  Uiej  are  not  at  liberty  to  be  reekless  of  reauhs. 
But  can  they  not  waive  their  di$cu$nonf  at  least  for  the  present  1  It  is  enough,  sir, 
to  chiU  the  blood  of  any  man  to  look  these  difficulties  m  the  feoe  as  they  are  pre- 
sented by  southern  brethren.  It  is  almott  enough  (but  I  thank  God  not  quite 
enough)  to  make  us  forego  a  great  principle  to  reheve  ourselves  from  the  response 
bility  of  deciding  the  case.  I  will  therefore  ask  it  as  a  favour  to  Methodism,  that 
,  lUs  great  and  intimidating  question  of  mvisioir  may  be  allowed  to  sleep  a  few  days, 
I  till  we  can  talk  over  ^  great  principle  at  issue.  I  dread,  I  confess  to  you,  sir,  to 
/  approach  tiie  question  with  such  a  fearful  contingency  suspended,  tn  Urrorem,  over 
I  m  head.  Divinon  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church !  It  frightens  me  to  think 
'  <n  it.  I  am  compelled,  however  reluctantly,  to  admit  in  my  own  mind,  that  there 
is  fearful  truth  in  the  hazard  to  our  nation,  to  which  brethren  refer,  in  such  a  result. 
Divide  the  Church  just  as  we  are  rallying  our  energies  to  prosecute  with  unitsd 
power  our  misdonaiy  labours !  just  as  we  are  about  to  combine  our  strength  for  the 
purpose  of  efficient  action  in  the  great  cause  of  Christian  education !  Divide  the 
Church  at  a  time  when  most  of  all  tl:^  great  principle  of  Methodistic  unity  is  indispen 
sable  to  form  an  insuperable  banier  to  the  advance  of  Roman  Cathohcism,  wmch 
I  threatens  to  throw  its  vrithering  blight  over  all  that  is  fair  and  lovely  in  this  glorioas 
I  republic,  and  menaces  the  very  frame-work  of  our  political  freedom  !  O  no,  sir ; 
it  is  here  that  I  would  cadi  upon  brethren  to  pause.  Again,  I  entreat,  hash  this 
frightful  dream  to  sleep,  that  we  may  ealmly  stody,  undisturbed,  the  merits  of  the 
question  between  us. 

I  must,  Mr.  President,  notice  one  thing  more  in  the  remarks  of  my  honoured  friend 
from  Geoigia,  and  then  I  nrast  leave  him ;  for  then  I  think  be  will  admit  that  I  have 
given  him  at  least  a  respectful  degree  of  attention.  He  anxious^  inquires  what 
we  are  to  do  with  Bishop  Andrew,  if  he  should  resign  his  episco|Hil  office.  He 
would  hoAjiJih  wheel  m  Methodism,  an  anomaly,  and  an  inoperative  member! 
This,  Mr.  President,  is  really  strange.  An  elder  in  the  Church  of  God— a  man  of 
upbounded  popularity — a  man  of  ardent  piety  and  gusfainff  sympathies — with  the 
!  whole  south  before  hnn,  in  every  part  of  which  he  would  oe  boiled  wiUi  aoelama- 
!  tions  of  joy*-and  where  more  woric  will  crowd  upon  him  than  any  two  men  can 
{  have  strength  to  perform— a«/Am^  to  do  I  A  fifth  wheel  in  the  ministiy !  it  nrast 
be  impossiDle,  sir,  for  a  man  to  be  serious,  in  such  an  attempt  to  create  ti  difficulty. 
Bnt,  sv,  we  have  been  asked,  what  do  we  mean  by  our  eulogies  off  Bishop  Andrew  t 
The  tributes  paid  to  his  character  have  been  described  in  me  beautiful  rhetoric  of 
mf  friend  from  Georgia,  as  gariands  decking  a  victim  for  the  sacrifice.  Really,  m^ 
tfa»  is  very  extraordinary  language.  Is  it  strange,  that  as  we  feel  ourselvea  compel- 
led to  lay  our  hands  upon  his  official  relatkm,  we  should  think  it  proper  to  disclaim 
any  attack  upon  his  Christian  and  ministerial  character  t  Is  it  not  due  to  him,  and 
due  to  us,  to  disavow  any  want  of  respect  or  affection  for  the  man  T  Indeed,  sir, 
oar  brethren  have  mistaken  the  bearing  of  our  allusions  to  Bishop  Andrew's  worth 
altogether.  This  is  one  of  the  most  trying  aspects  of  the  case.  *Tis  for  this  ^eiy 
reason  that  we  deserve  the  respect  and  sympathy  of  both  friends  and  foes.  How, 
I  ask,  could  we  more  clearly  exhibit  our  regard  for  a  great  principle  than  to  refoan 
to  allow  even  the  exalted  vntues  and  worthy  character  of  Bishop  Andrew  to  driert 
ear  attention  from  itt    6ir,  this  ia  what  in  evwylidng  els^  the  worid  calls  i        * 
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heroiflm,  and  we  deBorre  respect,  aad  not  reproodhee  hr  it.  '  Itis  the  y/ror&t  of  the 
aum,  as  well  as  the  exalted  cfaanicter  of  his  office,  that  overwhelms  us  with  grief, 
a^teTer^step  of  oar  progress.  Itis  a  monmiul  task,  and  if  at  any  time  during  this 
discnsMoa  toere  has  oeen  manifested,  anjrwhere,  a  disposition  to  levity,  I  regret  it, 
sir ;  it  pains  me  beyon4  measure  to  see  it,  when  onr  Dnsinese  is  characterized  by 
the  deep-toned  sorrow  of  fbneral  scdemnities ! 

I  cannot  here  avoid  aa  alkuion  to  »  remark  of  yesterday,  from  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Longstreet,  though  I  adhere  to  my  purpose  not  to  reply  to  ms  speech.  He  found 
the  community  of  New-York  charged  vvidi  sympathy  for  Bishop  Andrew.  It  is 
undoubtedly  true,  sir,  and  I  should  be  grieved  if  it  were  otherwise.  The  generous 
sympathies  of  noble  hearts  in  our  crowded  gallery,  and  rear,  and  throughout  tins 
community,  find  a  most  sincere  and  hearty  response  upon  this  conference  floor.  I 
would  not  for  the  world  dry  up  this  piystal  fountain  or  divert  it  from  its  legitimate 
ohanneb.  The  lev.  gentleman  is  correct  in  regard  to  the  fects,  but  he  has  misin- 
terpreted diem.  He  has  imagined  that  these  genuine  pulsations  of  nature  rise  up 
in  rebellion  to  «j,  and  yield  to  the  demands  for  a  slaveholding  bishop.  No,  sir,  he 
is  greatly  mistaken.  I  beg  to  assore  him  that  a  greater  error  could  scarcely  have 
been  committed.  These  are  the  sympathies  upon  which  we  cast  ourselves  ror  sup* 
port,in  this  trying  crisis.  It  is  this  that  secures  to  us,  as  wellas  to  our  afflicted  bishop, 
the  prayers  sod  the  tears  of  the  noblest  men  and  women  of  which  human  nature 
can  boast. 

Perhaps  I  ought  to  apologize,  sir,  for  the  warmth  and  emotion  with  which  1 
defended  New-£ngland  yestofday !  It  was  the  land  of  my  sire.  There  repose  the 
adies  of  my  fathers  back  to  the  earliest  generations  of  this  land.  It  is  the  birth»place 
of  at  least  two  of  our  venerable  bishops,  who,  thanks  to  Providence,  are  vrith  us  to* 
day^-of  our  honoured  Olin,  and  venerated  Bangs.  It  was  the  land  of  the  sainted  Fisk. 
Anid  never,  while  our  moral  heavens  are  radiant  with  the  glories  of  this  luminary  of 
the  Church,  shall  the  fW  feme  of  the  land  that  gave  Aim  birui  be  asperted.  Peace  to 
ki$  aehee,  and  honour  to  hie  memory.  He  was  a  good,  and  a  great  man^-one  of 
New-England's  proudest  sons.  Let  me  here  only  say,  sir,  that  from  &is  same  land 
are  rising  up  now  a  host  of  strong  men,  who  already  stand  forth  as  champions- in  tibe 
fearfid  conflict  with  sin.  How  can  I  speak  otherwise  than  noarmi^f  when  reproach 
has  been  heaped  upon  a  land  that  has  nunisbed  so  many  of  the  brightest  lummaries 
of  the  Church? 

Sir,  I  have  done.  I  thank  you,  and  I  thank  the  conference,  for  the  indulgence 
I  have  received.  Sure  I  am  that  I  have  not  deserved  it,  Aid  I  feel  my  obligations 
of  gratitode  the  more.  I  embarked  in  this  noble  "  ship"  when  I  was  but  a  boy, 
and  I  cannot  be  pennaded  to  leave  her.  I  like  her  form,  her  structure,  and  her 
machinery  well.  I  like  her  passengers,  her  oflicers,  and  her  crew.  I  like  the  sea 
cm  which  she  sails,  and  the  port  to  whach  she  is  bound.  True,  she  is  exposed  to 
storms,  and  may  sometnnes  stagger  beneath  the  beatmg  tempest,  and  reel  amid  the 
engolphing  floods.  And  at  sucn  a  time  be  not  surprised  if  the  signals  of  distress 
be  li^trd — ^the  life-boat  lannched,  and  numbers,  forsaking  her  in  fright,  commit 
&emselves  to  the  merciless  v^ves.  Other  craft,  of  sprishtly  form  and  splendid 
sails,  may  heave  alongside,  and  invite  us  aboard.  But,  sv,  do  not  be  in  haste  to  go. 
Look  wdl  to  her  ballast  and  build,  for  I  fear  she  is  too  crank  and  loose  to  survive 
the  perils  of  tins  frightful  sea.  No,  sir,  let  us  stay  on  board  the  "  old  ship.''  Sun* 
shine  or  storm,  darkness  or  light,  I  see  her  riding  safdiy  on  the  waves — ^tnmnphing 
over  every  danger-^and  gallantly  bearing  her  precious  burden  toward  the  haven 
of  rest.  In  every  gale  t&Eit  shall  strike  ner,  as  she  is  proudly  careering  amid  the 
raging  elements,  my  voice  shall  be  heard  above  the  noise  of  wind  and  wave,  in 
the  words  of  the  dying  Lawrence,  "  Doiv't  oivx  vr  thx  ship  !" 

Mr.  Pierce  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he  should  be  very  glad  to  reply  at  lengthy 
bnt  as  he  spoke  by  courtesy  and  not  by  right,  he  would  confine  himself  to  expla* 
nation.  He  observed  he  was  exceedingly  startled  at  the  proposition  of  brother 
Peck,  that  a  Irishop  had  no  conatitutlonal  right  to  be  a  bishop.  He  had  always 
understood  that  when  a  man  ia  legitimately  appointed  to  office,  he  has  a  conatitu* 
ttonal  right  to  that  office  for  the  vrhole  term— >that  he  cannot  be  ejected  unless  he 
l»n  been  in  fenlt.  As  to  the  peibaps  unfortunate  expression  which  he  yesterday 
made  use  of  toward  New-Endand,  some  apology  might  be  due ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
he  would  not  regret  it,  as  it  had  afibded  nis  honoured  brother  such  a  theatre  for 
displaying  his  peculiar  talenta.  He  intended  to  say  that  for  New-England  to  secede, 
or  to  be  set  off  with  a  pro  rata  division  of  the  property,  would  be  a  li^t  evil  com" 
ptrad  with  ^  immolation  of  Bishop  Andrew  on  ttie  altar  of  a  pseodo  expedimey 
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with  »nch  a  sroes,  palpable,  unjujit,  outrageoos  violatioa  of  law.  He  inteiiatid  to 
convey  the  iaea  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Chqrch  did  not  Teqoire  the  aaorifioe  of 
an  iuDooent  and  unoffe&ding  man  fiir  the  sake  of  maintainmg  peace  and  order  m 
tile  Church.  The  Chnrch  required  no  each  Baoiifioe  fiir  her  unit^  or  her  chaiacter. 
As  to  the  unkind  epithets  to  which  the  brother  had  referred,  he  wished  to  be  nnderw 
stood,  net  as  having  implied  them  to  New-England,  but  to  abolitiott  and  its  miagnided  . 
abettora.  If  all  New-England  was  engagea  in  this  unhallowed  war  on  the  south 
and  on  southern  institutions,  then  he  meant  New-England;  if  not,  he  would  be 
understood  otherwise.  He  intended  no  disrespect  or  ii\)ustice  tt\  New-England. 
He  would  cheerfully  acknowledge,  because  he  honestly  belierad,  in  acoordanoe 
with  the  views  so  eloquently  expressed  by  the  brother  who  had  preceded  him, 
that  there  were  many  noble  sons  ftom  New-England.  As  the  last  speaker  hadirefiaiv 
red  to  Bishop  Soule,  he  (Mr.  Pierce)  hoped  ne  should  be  pennitted  to  say  that, 
from  his  lkther*s  representations,  he  had  learned  to  admire  hun  before  he  saw  him, 
and  acquaintance  had  ripened  admiration  into  reverence.,  Thero  was  an  honoured 
representative  of  the  New-York  Conference,  f  Dr.  OUn,^  who  favoured  the  confereBoo 
with  his  opinions  a  few  days  ago,  whom  he  nad  loved  fix)m  his  early  boyhood,  aoid 
never  more  than  now ;  and  he  took  this  occasion  to  assure  him,  that  whatever  might 
be  his  vote  on  this  trying  question,  he  would  still  renuun  enshrined  in  the  fezrid 
affections  of  a  heart  too  warm  to  speak  prudently  on  an  occasion  like  this. 

.^Jid,  sir,  I  recognize  you  (addsessiog  Mr.  Peck)  as  a  man  with  a  soul  in  your 
body,  warm,  generous,  glowing.  I  admire  your  spirit — your  gfniius.  The  beanty 
of  the  bud  gives  pronnse  of  a  luscions  blossom— the  early  beams  foretell  a  glorious 
noon.  And  now,  sir,  though  my  speech  shocked  your  nerves  so  badly,  I  trust  my 
explanation  wiU  not  ruffle  a  hair  upon  the  crown  cf  your  head.  [A  burst  of  laago* 
er,  Mr.  Peck  being  veiy  bald.] 

Mr.  Green  arose  and  said,— Mr.  President,  I  have  several  times,  fljnce  the  pwMJing 
of  this  subject,  Mt  myself  almost  entirely  cut  off  from  the  privilege  of  speaking, 
particularly,  sir,  when  the  senior  bishop  said  that  he*  hoped  that  we  should  hear 
nom  men  of  age  and  experience — ^men  with  gra^  heads,  and  that  the  younger  men 
would  Ufiten;  which  wa^,  no  doubt,  ^ood  advice.  But,  from  some  sawequent 
remarks,  the  way  has  been  opened  agam ;  and  you  will  permit  me  here  to  aay,  sir, 
that  though  I  am  not  yet  gray-headed,  I  claim  to  be  among  the  fathers  of  the  Choxch. 
I  belong,  sir,  to  an  ancient  stock.  My  &^er  was  a  Methodist  for  forty  yean  before 
I  was  bom,  and  his  house  was  the  home  of  an  Asbury  and  a  M'Kendree ;  and  when 
1  left  home,  I  left  with  the  blessings  of  a  mother  uixm  me,  who  was  a  MetiMdist» 
likely,  before  any  person  on  this  floor  was  bom.  I  have  myself  been  a  member  of 
the  Chnrch  for  nearly  thirty  years,  and  twenty  years  of  that  time  I  have  been  a 
travelling  preacher,  and  have  done  a  year'a  work  every  year.  I  have  been  in 
several  General  Conferences  before,  and  have  never  troubled  you  with  my^  speeches; 
but  the  time  has  come  when  I  must  speak  out.  I  claim,  sir,  to  be  a  mimster  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  not  of^the  southern  Methbdist  Church,  nor  of  the 
northern  Methodist  Church,  hut  of  the  MeihodUt  EpUeopal  Church  in  the  Umited 
StaUs  of  America,  I  am  just  as  much  a  Methodist  preacher  as  any  other  man? 
anything  that  any  man  mav  be  in  the  north,  or  middle,  or  southern  portion  of  the 
work,  as  for  as  Methodist  doctrine  or  discipline  is  concerned,  I  daim  to  be. 
.  You  will  allow  me  to  say  a  few  words  with  respect  to  a  division  of  the  Churdi; 
and  on  this  pomt  permit  me  to  be  a  little  desultory.  I  am  not  ver^  subject  to 
excitement,  embarrassment,  or  alarm,  nor  am  I  disposed  to  be  an  alarmist.  I  have 
been  among  savage  men  and  savage  beasts ;  but  for  the  last  few  days  I  have  enter* 
tained  feelings  of  alaim  which  I  never  felt  before,  and  I  hope  in  €kxl  I  may  never 
feel  again.  I  have  an  identi^  with  the  Methodist  Church  which  conneclB  itself 
with  ail  the  interests  of  thia  life  and  that  which  is  to  come.  '  My  funily,  my  earUdy 
possessions,  every  thought,  eveiy  hope  and  fear,  are  bound  up  in  her.  I  have  done 
Uttle  else  but  serve  her,  uid  never  f^lt  like  being  anything  else  but  a  Methodist 
preacher.  I  could  not^pire  to  anything  higher  or  more  ennobling.  I  would  not 
descend  to  anything  lower.  Sir,  I  have  felt  myself  growing  proud  of  Methodism, 
not  in  the  conunon  aooeptation  of  the  term,  I  trust ;  but  I  have  realized  a  feeliag  of 
exultation,  gratitude,  and  delight,  producing  in  me  a  disposition  to  praise  and  ^o* 
rify  God  for  the  result.  When  I  nave  seen  cur  MethodisMt  our  beloved  Chorda 
standing  out  in  all  her  beautiful  proportions— when  I  have  heard  statesmen  and 
rulers  declare  that  Methodism  is  the  cement  of  the  government— >that  oars  is  the  aya- 
tem  which  is  to  evangeliza  the  world,  and  that  Mediodist  prea^enaco  ^e  woriEorain 
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tlM  rmeyutd  of  the  Lord,  and  have  looked  forward  to  lihe  time  wben  Bhe  ihaD  hh 
nihat  the  ought  to  be ;— *wheii  I  hare  looked  at  her  as  a  ndahtf  ifaip,  well  rigff  ed 
and  richly  ladeiii  stondiiig  before  the  breeae,  mcmnf^  oowara  awiftly  and  smooUilT 
toward  lier  destined  ha^en,  I  have  felt  my  heart  withm  mo  twell  wiOi  joy  and  gratis 
tade ;  but  for  the  laat  few  dars  I  have  seen  her  leeling  beneath  the  storm,  shipping 
beciry  seas,  and  driven  from  her  anchors.  My  heart  qnailed  as  one  forced  by  a  tem- 
pest, and  my  whole  seal  felt  as  thoagh  it  was  pat  down  with  an  iron  nerve.  I  cannot 
Del|>  it.  I  have  {nrayed  to  God  to  avert  the  threatening  danger.  I  hope  he  w31 ; 
yet  it  is  hope  agamst  hope,  made  up  mainly  of  desire,  with  a  very  lean  supply  of 
ezpeotation. 

Now,  sir,  I  notify  this  aadience,  and  especially  this  conference,  that  I  am  no  oi»> 
tor.  I  wish  I  were.  Neither  shall  I  attempt  to  ibQow  the  learned  brother  who  was 
last  up  in  all  his  excursions.  I  shall  leave  that  to  some  brother  who  may  follow 
me.  I  am  no  professor,  no  president  of  a  college,  no  doctor,  but  simply  an  humble 
Methodist  preacher.  Neither  am  I  a  lawyer,  and  shall  not,  therefore,  trouble  my- 
aelf  with  toe  teohnioalities  of  law.  I  profess,  however,  to  understand  something  of 
the  moral  law,  a£  right  and  wrong,  and  of  our  book  of  Discipline.  I  claim,  dso,  to 
be  a  philanthropist ;  for  I  never  saw  the  man  or  womaa  vet  who  was  not  either  mj 
fether  or  my  soother,  or  my  sister  or  my  brother.  I  pave  taken  a  course,  wim 
respect  to  the  difficulties  before  us,  which  I  am  not  certain  vnll  meet  the  views-of 
•n  of  my  friends  from  the  south ;  yet  my  object  is  to  do  some  good,  if  it  is  in  my 
power.  I  have  been  published  in  my  own  country  as  a  peace-maker;  and  I  ^lory 
m  making  peace,  when  it  is  in  my  power  to  do  BO.  When  I  find  mysdf  at  variance 
with  any  one,  my  first  object  is  to  get  as  near  to  him  as  possible.  It  is  too  often 
the  case,  that  when  persons  get  at  variance,  they  ocoiipy  ground  as  remoto  from 
each  other  as  possible,  as  though  this  vrould  give  some  advantage  of  leverage ; 
while  my  plan  is,  to  get  so  near  as  to  grow  together  again,  and  if  that  can  be  done^ 
all  Will  be  welL  I  have,  during  the  pending  of  this  sulject,  transferred  myself  Urn 
best  way  I  could  to  the  north ;  and  have  acquainted  myself,  as  well  as  I  could,  with 
the  thoughts,  feelings,  and  circumstances  ocmy  northern  brethren,  that  I  might  not 
do  them  u^)ustice.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  as  I  have  settled  myself  in  tlra  souths 
and  laboured  there  almost  all  my  life,  I  cannot  but  understand  something  of  tiie 
oironmstances  peculiar  to  that  portion  of  the  work.  I  have  informed  myself  the 
best  I  could  on  the  subject  of  abolitionism  itself.  I  have  read  their  papers,  kept  up 
with  the  reports  of  the  West  Indbi  islands,  looked  into  the  history  of  the  Wilbeffi>rce 
and  Sumner  colonies;  but  the  question  is  not  so  much  whether  the  movements  of 
the  abolitionists  are  right  or  not;  for,  if  I  understand  the  question  before  us,  it  it 
ifais :  Whether  or  not  we,  as  a  General  Confeirence,  have  the  right  to  depose  a 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  having  become  oonneotea  with 
riavery,  the  oonstitation  and  Discipline  of  oar  Chnrch  bein^  judge  ? 

I  thmk,  Mr.  President,  that  the  position  of  Dr.  Bangs,  with  respect  to  our  epii- 
oopaoy,  and  others  who  have  spoken  on  the  snlject,  is  wrong.    If  not,  I  must  coa- 
fess  that  I  have  always  been  in  error;  the  Church  at  large  is  in  error ;  and  I  must 
confess  that  the  argument  which  they  have  adduced  to  sustain  their  position  haa 
utterly  failed  to  prodooe  any  change  in  my  views  on  the  sulbgeot    Now  let  ua 
esamme  their  position  a  little.    They  ssnr  that  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cfamrch  is  nothing  nune  than  an  officer  or  the  General  Conference ;  having  received} 
his  appointment  from  the  conference,  and  being  merely  aft  officer  of  the  conference,  i 
that  the  conference  has  the  right,  when  they  shall  judge  it  eroedient  to  do  so,  to* 
divest  this  officer  of  his  office,  without  even  the  forms  of  trial.    Now,  sir,  Hds  k 
sfrange  doctrine  to  me;  to  place  a  bishop  ote  the  same  ground  precisely,  wdth  respect] 
to  the  tenure  by  which  he  neld  a&cef  with  a  book  affont,  an  editor  of  a  newspaper,  t 
er  iSnB  secretary  of  your  conference,  if  you  please.    Now  let  us  examine  this  a  little. 
In  the  first  phice,  an  officer  of  the  conference  is  elected  for  a  oertsdoi  length  of  tinML 
or  number  of  years.    Not  so  with  a  bisho|H^he  is  elected  for  life,  or  durina  good 
behaviour.    An  officer  is  not  deg^raded  by  being  removed  from  office,  from  the  foot 
that  it  is  expected,  when  jalaced  in  office,  that  he  will  be  sooner  or  later  removed; 
not  because  he  will  be  objected  to  in  his  official  or  moral  ohaneter,  but  because  hia 
term  of  oiBce  vrill  expire,  and  then  the  choice  of  the  coBference  may  fell  on  anotiier ' 
broker.    Not  so  wttfa  a  bishop:  his  term  of  office  is  to  end  only  with  life,  if  he  > 
ahoidd  continue  to  travel,  unless  he  behave  badly.    Can  we  say,  sir,  that  all  tiie  . 
efficers  of  the  conference  who  have  been  in  office,  and  are  now  out  of  office,  have 
either  laid  down  their  office  by  resignation,  or  have  been  deposed  f    I  reckon  no^ 
sir.    Tet  that  is  the  cmly  way,  at  seams  to  me,  that  a  bishop's  effiOe  can  be  disposed 
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of,  wlolfi  the  man  holding  the  office  shall  contmne  to  Hve.    When  we  make  abook 

agent  or  editor,  do  we  make  him  say  that  he  belieyes  that  he  is  moved  by  the  Holy 

^OBt  to  take  on  him  the  office  of  book  a^ent  or  editor  7    No,  fir.     Bat  We  do  • 

bishop  when  he  is  ordained,  and  we  set  him  apart  to  the  work  by  the  impoation 

of  hands.    Will  any  brother  say  that  this  oonseoration  is  nothing  more  than  a  solsniD 

mockery  7    I  hope  not.    When  a  book  agent  or  editor  becomes  old,  or  in  feebla 

health,  do  we  make  him  a  saperonnuated  book  agent  or  editor  7    Not  so,  sir.    But 

.'  when  once  ig  bishop,  whether  able  to  do  the  work  of  a  superintendent  or  not, 

,  always  a  bishop.    I  consider,  sir,  that  a  bishop  is  only  the  officer  of  a  General 

;  Conference  simply  in  the  character  of  a  chairman.    He  is  not  the  officer  of  the 

I  conference,  bnt  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cborch  in  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  will  now  notice  this  expediency  a  titde.    It  is  said  we  are  not  poing  to  de« 

pose  Bishop  Andrew ;  we  are  going  to  take  a  milder  ^course— we  aie  jnst  goin^  to 

require  him  to  d^aUt  from  the  exercise  of  his  office.    If  he  is  wortb^  to  hold  it  at 

all,  he  is  worthy  to  exercise  it    But  I  want  it  perfecdy  understood  that,  thoo|^ 

you  may  call  the  dose  that  you  are  making  up  n>r  Bishop  Andrew  by  any  name 

you  please ;  you  may  put  it  up  with  nectar,  and  in  the  most  beautifol  form  jou  can; 

you  may  mix  water  with  it,  and  for  a  moment  deceive  the  taste,  by  a  httle  add 

on  its  edges;  yet  if  Bishop  Andrew  has  to  swallow  that  dose,  its  taste  wfll  bring 

about  his  episcopal  death.    I  had  rather  die  in  a  decent  manner,  to  be  sore,  than 

to  be  butchered  and  mangled,  yet  I  am  not  the  less  dead  becaose  die  means  used  ta 

bring  about  the  consequence  seemed  to  be  mild.    But  to  the  expediency.    Then 

are  some  thinjga  which  are  expedient    It  is  expedient,  in  the  first  place,  diat,  as 

we  have  a  Ducipline  of  the  Church,  which  contains  the  doctrines,  oonstii 


and  laws,  which  we  are  to  believe,  and  by  which  we  are  to  be  ^veined,  that 

we  should  stick  to  lha|  little  book.    Now,  sir,  will  any  brother  point  me  to  the 

jlaw  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  violated  7    It  cannot  be  done;  and  npon  the  Discipline 

I  of  the  Church  I  take  my  stand,  and  say,  that  with  that  book  governing  us,  we  have 

I  no  right  to  depose  Bishop  Andrew.    But,  it  will  be  said  that  circomstanoes  have 

'  oome  up  whi<^  make  this  course  expedient    What  is  the  circumstance  f     Is  it  a 

port  of  Methodism  that  requires  it 7     JVb,  sir/     Methodism  has  not  done  thi^ 

tiling.    But  there  are  a  great  many  who  believe,  that  the  bishops  of  die  MetfaodisI 

Episcopal  Church  ought  not  to  be  connected  with  slavery.    And  what  have  we 

to  do  with  what  people  believe?    That  is  not  the  rule  by  which  we  are  to  be 

governed,  particulariy  when  their  notions  oome  iz^  contact  with  our  book  of  Vm^ 

cipline.    The  propriety  of  the  act  of  deposing  Bishop  Andrew  haa  been  iQnsmied 

by  varioua  supposed  cases     Brother  Bangs  asked,  if  Bishop  Andrew  had  married 

a  coloured  woman— made  a  disgraceful  connection  by  marriage,  if  the  General 

Conference  would  not  act  right  in  deposins  him  from  office,  by  a  yote  of  the  con 

ference  7    Another  brother  asked,  if  a  bishop  were  to  become  a  ram-seUer,  if  wo 

wmdd  not  have  the  right  to  depose  him  7  and  many  other  Uke  snppositiona  have 

been  made.    Now  this  argument  is  lame,  from  several  consideraiiaos-^-exceedinglT 

lame ;  and  I  am  truly  astonished  that  such  arguments  should  have  been  advanced, 

particularly  when  I  remember  the  sources  from  whence  they  came,    I  could  no^ 

A  am  sure,  have  expected  such  an  argument  fixmi  Dr.  Bangs.    In  the  ficst  place, 

;  the  evils  in  the  nipposed  cases  woula  have  affected  the  Church  alike  in  all  ]>iaoes; 

■  and  the  remedy  would  be  aHke  felt  in  ell  parts.    But  the  main  point  of  pertinence 

'  lies  here.    If  ue  Discipline  of  the  Cborch  had  made  provisiDn  for  the  manying  of 

a  coloured  woman,  and  the  selling  of  nam,  under  certain  circumstances;  and  a 

bishop  had  married  a  cok>ured  woman,  or  sold  rum,  under  the  circumstanoes  pr»> 

vided  for  in  the  Discipline,  then  it  would  have  been  nxgust  and  extra-judidsi  to 

have  dMosed  a  bishop  for  such  an  act    Bnt  it  is  said  that  Bishop  Anidrew  wia 

elected  because  he  was  not  a  slaveholder ;  and  that  aa  he  has  now  beoome  a 

.  slaveholder,  he  ought  to  be  put  out  of  office.    Well,  sir,  I  hold  that  we  have  a» 

I  right,  according  to  our  book  of  Discipline,  to  connider  theiiolding  of  skvea,  whera 

j  the  slaves  are  held  acccoiding  to  the  provisions  in  diat  book,  as  in  any  sort  di^ 

qualifying  a  preacher  for  die  office  of  bishop. 

I  am  not  certain  that  a  slaveholder  could  not  have  been  elected  bishi^  at  the 
confeoence  of  1832.  We  came  within  one  vote  of  electing  soeh  a  one  at  one 
time ;  and  I  am  inclined  to  think,  if  we  had  in  the  south  onited  on  Dr.  Capen, 
we  could  have  elected  him  in  1832.  Be  that  as  it  may — ^Bishop  Andrew  waa  not 
consulted  on  the  subiect-*4io  one  asked  him  if  he  waa  a  slaveholder  or  not;  and 
bad  yon  required  him  to  say  before  he  was  ocdained,  that  he  never  woald 
become  a  shiv^udder,  and  refused  oidiaatkiD  mdess  be  wooU  have  ao.  pioipised. 


G^iMrft/  CofijfWMtf,  1844.  135   . 

ke  ntiww  would  bive  been  indflined.    It  is  eyident  to  me,  if  blisdirM  fliou^t 
at  aU  that  he  was  elected  with  such  views  and  undentanding  as  would  lay  him 
.lable  to  saeh  a  relation,  for  it  was  nnderatood  bis  femily  were  to  live  in  the  sonth, 
it  being  believed  that  ^  residence  of  the  bishops  should  be  so  sitaated  as  best 
to  suit  them,  and  the  woik  which  they  had  to  do ;  and  any  man  Uving  in  the  south 
is  all  the  time  liable  to  become  a  slaveholder,  and  that  too  sometimes  without  lus 
knowledge  or  consent,  as  was  the  &et  in  Bishop  Andrew's  case,  in  tiie  only     • 
instances  in  which  he  can  be  called  a  slaveholder.    I  am  truly  astonished  at  tbe 
brother  who  yestoiday  seemed  so  firmly  of  the  ophxion  that  no  man  could  make 
aim  a  slaveholder.    It  really  seemed  to  me  ^t  toe  brother  was  perfectly  blmd, 
for  he  thredied  and  sledged  away  upon  the  chains  of  the  slave,  as  he  supposed, 
when  eveiy  liok  he  struck,  if  the  blow  ooold  have  any  effect  at  all,  would  but  tend  to 
swell  the  hends  of  the  rivets  that  bind  their  bands  upon  them.    Now  I  think  that  a 
man  may  become  a  slavoholder  without  his  knowledge  or  consent ;  and  there  are 
gases  where  it  is  a  virtue,  inatead  of  a  vice,  to  hold  a  slave.    Let  me  give  yon  an 
instance.    On  my  retom  home,  on  a  certain  occasion,  in  opening  my  drawer  where 
I  kept  sundry  documents,  one  of  the  first  papers  that  struck  my  e^e  was  a  bill  of 
•ale  of  a  negro  man  to  myself,  made  by  an  old  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood.    I 
asked  how  it  came  amouff  my  papers,  and  was  told  that  it  was  brourht  and  left 
for  me  in  my  absence.    After  some  time  I  learned  these  fiusts.    An  old  coloured 
man  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  a  preacher  at  that  time,  having  ei^jo^ed  a  ffreet 
many  privileges  in  the  way  of  travelling  about,  and  preachinff  wad  acting  for  nim- 
aelf,  because  of  the  lenity  of  his  master,  became  foanul  &at  ms  master,  who  wm 
veiy  old,  might  soon  die,  and  he  misfat  fidl  into  the  hands  of  some  one  who  would 
not  give  him  so  many  privileges,  ana  as  he  was  oompelled  to  belong  to  some  one, 
since  he  eould  not  obtain  his  freedom  in  the  state,  he  consulted  a^brother  who 
lived  in  ^  neighbourhood  ynik  respect  to  the  best  conise  to  be  taken  in  such  a 
case ;  and,  believmg  that  I  would  never  ourtall  die  old  maa%  privileges,  the  deed 
was  made  to  me.    1  have  never  seen  Ihe  original  owner  since;  and  I  have  not 
seen  the  old  Uack  man  but  once.    He  does  nodung  for  me,  of  course ;  his  ol^eet 
m  becoming  my  slave  legally  was,  that  be  might  be  permitted  to  do  as  he  pleased, 
and  have  some  one  to  ppoteot  him.    Now,  sir,  would  it  not  have  been  a  sm  in  me 
to  have  refiised  to  retam  this  man?    I  could  have  eottan  clear  of  him  by  re-con* 
veying  him,  by  gxvinc  him  away,  or  by  seDing  him ;  but  Would  not  that  have  been 
i^liwuMin  and  unkina  in  me  7    There  is  a  difference,  or,  between  a  man  holding 
alaves,  and  slaves  holding  on  to  a  man.    Some  masters  hoU  on  to  dieir  slaves, 
wlule  shives,  at  other  times,  hold  on  to  die  maslerB|  or  owners     The  latter  is  Bishop 
Andrew's  case,  as  I  understand.    H^  never  wanted  a  slave^-never  bought  a  slave ; 
and  is  not,  in  the  true  sense  of  die  word,  a  sUveholder.    Now  let  us  examine  the 
fittts  in  iko  ease  a  few  momentSi  with  vecanl  to  the  slaves  owned  by  his  wife. 
He  does  not  own  them  now,  neither  did  ne  ever  own  diem,  strictly  speaking. 
From  die  time  be  vras  married,  until  he  made  a  deed  of  trust  to  his  vnfe,  he  was, 
aocon^ng  to  law,  their  legal  owner;  but  the  transfer  that  he  made  of  the  slavM^ 
after  marriage,  was  but  t£e  eanrying  oat  of  an  understipding  that  existed  before  . 
hismarria^;  henoe  the  language  tnat die  bishop  holds  m his  oommonioation  to  tn  ; 
on  this  pomt:  **  Not  wishii^  to  become  tbeir  ovmer,  I  made  dns  deed  of  trust,"  • 
Su},    Bishop  Andrew  never  assumed  any  moral  obligatian  widi  rseird  to  ti^ese  [ 
slaves,  but  leaves  them  belonging  to  the  same  person,  and  under  die  same  cir-  \ 
oumstances  in  which  he  found  thmn;  and  cannot,  therefore,  so  fiir  as  any  ooimee- 
tion  between  him  and  these  servants  is  conBemed,  be  oonadered  a  slaveholder. 
In  the  case  of  the  giri,  who  was  left  to  him  b^  an  old  lady's  will,  she  was  to  be 
firee  after  she  became  seventeen  years  of  a^,  if  she  preferrad  it,  aid  was  to  go  to 
Uberia;  but  the  girl,  after  all  the  penuasion  that  could  be  used,  refused  to  go--; 
refosed  therefoie  to  be  bee.    The  oishop  was  compelled  to  retain  her,  or  permit 
her,,  as  a  slave,  to  foil  possibly  into  wone  hands,  md  oonsequendy  a  wone  oath 
didon;  yet  the  )nakap  tdls  us  that  she  is  at  perfect  liberty,  at  any  dme  she  may 
choose,  to  CO  to  a  free  state,  or  any  place  whers  she  can  ei^oy  her  freedom*    In 
'  dw  next  place,  as  to  the  boy,  who  descended  to  him  at  dm  death  of  his  late 
wife,  he  tells  us  that  be  is  ready  at  any  time  to  give  him  up,  whenever  provisioa 
oaik  be  made  for  him  to  be  taken  cars  ot  and  proteeted  in  a  state  of  freedom. 
Mew,  sir,  I  would  ask  the«B  breduen,  whether  or  nottfaey  consider  Bishop  Andrew, 
in  tibe  sKfat  of  Ood,  a  davefaolderf    I  think,  dr,  they  will  be  constramed  to  m* 
he  is  not    tint  suppose  he  is  a  slaveholder,  yet  the  laws  of  the  state  in  whico 
he  lives  wiU  not  auow  emaneipaidnii    and  dm  pwfisiflps  of  the  Discipline  pn^toct 


hiu  whLe  in  tfaftt  ritoatkm.  And  b»w  dare  any  fa«tli«r  fey  Us  luii^s  upon  Idmf 
Bnt  it  wa»  nud  by  my  good  brothar  Pack,  who  was  last  no,  that  to  ooiinect  sbreiy 
with  episcopacy  was  moTing  the  fence  apon  their  sroniid ;  diat  is,  die  scmdi  was 
moving  the  fence  npon  the  groond  of  the  north.  Now,  mt^  I  would  like  to  know 
where  .that  fence  is.  I  have  never  seen  it — ^it  is  not  in  die  Discipline,  I  am  certain. 
There  is  no  fence  through  Methodism.  There  is  a  ^fence  around  ifr*-but  none 
running  through  the  Chnich ;  and  if  these  bretfarsn  are  for  putting  up  a  fence,  nm- 
nins  nearly  tmough  the  centre  of  the  Chnrch,  with  the  bishbps  all  on  one  side,  I 
go  lor  pulfing  it  down,  sir.  Methodism  is  a  unit:  she  has  but  one  heart,  and  one 
aoul.  I,  as  a  Methodist  preacher,  daim  all  the  grouxid—have  a  light  to  put  my 
plough  anywhere.  I  think  I  can  find  a  better  meti^hor.  It  is  this.  Our  fethefa 
built  a  house  for  the  fiunily  before  we  were  bom.  In  that  hotise  diere  are  fimr 
doors— one  to  the  east,  one  to  the  west,  one  to  the  north,  and  one  to  die  aouth^- 
ahall  we  their  children  rise  up  and  say  that  the  southern  door  most  be  fiUed  up; 
and  if  it  is  not  done,  they  vnH  do  whatf  Leave  the  house  t  No,  sir,  but  diat 
they  will  torn  you  out  7  Now,  sir,  although  the  aouthem  door  is  not  much  used,  yet 
we  are  not  ready  to  have  it  closed.    No,  sh*,  we  protest  against  it 

Mr.  President,  to  have  an  eztrsfiudicial  action  on  the  mere  grsund  of  ex- 
pedieacy,  what  would  such  a  preoeaent  be  likely  to  result  inf  What  might  not 
pe  plead  as  expedi^it  eventually?  It  might  soon  be  thought  expedient,  that  all 
preachers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churoh  should  unconditionally  free  them- 
selves fivm  slavery.  For  if  the  bishop,  who  belongs  to  all  the  preachers,  diould 
be  free  from  slavery,  vriSL  it  not  soon  appear  neoessazy  that  the  preachen,  who  be* 
lon^  to  the  bishop,  should  all  be  free  from  slavery,  in  order  that  ne  may  make  them 
available  to  himself,  §o  that  he  may  send  the  preachen  into  all  parts  of  the  woik, 
•s  may  best  suit  hia  views  and  wishes  T  Will  not  this  soon  be  urged  from  die  feet, 
that  preachen  living  in  the  ine  states  may  have  difficulty  in  putting  up  ndnistera 
to  preach  who  hail  hom  slaveholding  conferences  f  It  is  dan^rous^aad  ultra  to 
put  expediency'  above  law.  Now,  sir,  allow  me  to  ask,  if  this  conference  havo 
die  power,  taking  the  Discipline  as  our  consdtodon  and  charter,  to  elect  a  slave- 
holder to  the  omce  of  a  bishop  1  1  suppose  every  brother  on  this  door  would 
answer  that  we  oould.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  m  the  name  of  common  sense,  dnce  wa 
can  legally  place  a  brother  in  the  very  situation  in  which  Bishop  Andrew  is  placed, 
can  we  now  punish  Bishop  Andrew  for  being  in  that  positbnf  Put  that  dowm, 
Mr.  Btfporter. 

Here  I  vrill  introduce  another  point  It  has  been  asserted  agam  and  again,  that 
it  has  alvrays  been  the  opinion  of  the  Church  that  a  slaveholder  should  not  be  a 
bidiop.  Will  you  permit  me  to'refisr  you  to  the  opinion  of  one  man  at  least  on 
this  point  f  Were  I  to  ask  who  stood  highest  among  die  aposdes  of  Mediodism  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  I  suMMse  Bishop  Ausbuiy  would  be  fint  named ; 
nezt^  no  doubt,  would  be  Bishop  M^Kendree.  A  clearer  head  and  a  purer  heart 
than  his  I  never  knew.  It  was  my  privilege  at  one  time  to  be  his  travelling  csom- 
nmion,  and  his  life  was  the  best  comment  on  die  CfariAtian  religion  I  ever  saw. 
I  hung  over  him  in  his  dying  houn,  and  snatched  fivm  his  Kps  the  motto,  **  AUU 
,  «sA**'  He  vras  a  diamond  of  die  first  water,  and  his  robes  were  pure  and  clean 
'  as  the  mountain  enow.  Well,  sir,  what  were  his  views  on  this  subject  f  Judge 
je  when  you  hear  this  feet  He  had  at  one  time  determined  to  buy  a  black  boy 
to  wait  npon  him,  and  was  dissuaded  fitmi  doing  so  by  E.  Boddie,  Esq.,  of  8um- 
nercounty,  Tenneasee,  and  myself  on'the  groimd  that,  if  the  boy  belcmged  to 
himself  he  would  not  obey  him  more  readtily  than  if  he  belonged  to  another.  Sir, 
•hall  we  wake  the  ashes  and  invoke  the  spirit  of  this  saintd  man  of  God,  and 
eatabliah  an  inquisitioo,  and  cali  np  the  fires  of  the  sbve  torture,  and  by  an  actkin 
ipfo/scto,  oanaume his  robes  t  Ah,  sir,  I  feel  that  we  have  fellen  upon  evil  days! 
it  has  been  asked,  Mr.  President,  what  harm  it  would  do  to  us  m  the  soodif 
Well,  let  me  toll  you  what  I  think  the  effect  will  be.  Suppose  Bishop  Andrew 
be  deposed,  and  we  fixim  the  soudi  tamely  submit,  how  coula  I  return  to  my  trork 
and  pat  my  head  out  of  the  top  of  a  pulpit,  and  attempt  to  preach  in  conneetioa 
with  such  action  t  If  Bishop  Andrew  be  deposed,  and  the  south  were  to  sitb- 
mit,  that  is^  the  preacfaera  in  um  south,  to  such  an  ui\jdst  and  extrajudicial  pre- 


mit,  that  is^  the  preacfaera  in  \ 
ceeding,  it  wonla  disable  the 


preachen  in  such  a  manner  diat  we  could  not  serve 

oor  people,  and  it  is  very  oertain  that  diose  who  deposed  him  could  never  su|^k^ 

the  plaee,  so  that  it  would  leave  the  whole  south  without  a  pastor,  and  in  a  stale 

ef  anarehy  and  rain. 

There  w  another  point  I  wonUl  have  y»n  nedce  here.    Suppose  a  bsMfaer 


to  dspoM  Bidlop*  AnArew  'ww  to  be  el^eted  to  fill  feds  plaee,  and  tfo  fondi  to  sttond 
our  confereacei,  and  we  were  -to  sastaiu  him,  aiuf  thereby  the  action  of  iMf 
conference  in  depoeinff  Biflhop  Andrew;  I  do  not  know,  sir,  bat  the  people 
would  riee  en  magWy  and  escort  ns  out  of  town  in  a  genteel  dreas  of  tar  and  featbem. 
Ne,  sir,  Bishop  Androw  must  not  be  deposed :  I,  for  one,  wUl  contend  against  it  as 
long  as  I  can  stand,  and  when  I  can  stand  no  longer,  I  will  sit  and  contend,  and 
when  I  can  sit  up  no  loneer,  I  will  lie  down  and  struggle  against  it.  You  tioay  take 
«iway  my  hands  and  my  feet,  and  you  may  teke  out  my  eyes,  but  when  you  come 
to  my  heart,  to  the  vital  spark,  I  must  say.  Hold !  hold ! ! 

Sir,  the  question  is,  how  can  Uiis  matter  be  settled  7  There  are  diflSealties  to 
tiie  north,  and,  as  fiur  as  I  /can  learn,  I  am  wiUing  to  give  them  eveiy  advantage 
without  destroying  the  south*  If  this  oonferenee  were  to  rescind  the  "  Few  reso 
hition,"  we  could  stand  that;  and  the  decision  in  the  Baltimore  case  will  not  destroy  * 
^  us  quite;  and  I  suppose  wh^  we  shall  come  to  the  election  of  bishops,  that  they 
wilt  select  brethren  from  the  non-slaveholding  conferences.  Now,  sir,  while  every 
ection  of  the  conference,  where  the  legal  power  to  act  is  annulled,  havii^  gone  m 
iivour  of  anti-slavery,  is  dmt  not  enough  to  entrench  them  from  the  attacks  of  abo> 
Mtion  t  I  should  think  so.  It  is  no  small  matter  with  the  south,  that  none  of  our 
Bouthehi  preachers  can  be  elected  a  bishop.  Yet  I  would  not  think  for  a  moment 
air,  that  any  man  from  the  south  vrishes  to  be  elected ;  we  will  not  fall  out  with 
you  because  you  dare  not  elect  a  brother  from  the  sotith,  but  we  will  never  submit 
to  the  doctrine  that  it  shall  not  be  done.  I  never  shall  want  to  go  to  the  legislature ; 
I  do  not  even  vote,  sir.  Yet  I  felt  a  degree  of  mortification  when  the  state  in  whieh 
I  live  admitted  into  her  constitntion  an  article  which  says,  no  minister  of  the  Gos- 
pel shall  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  her  legislature.  We  have  given  up  all  diat  we  can 
yicdd :  let  no  mother  ask  me  to  do  more.  When  I  have  loo^Led  upon  that  brother, 
^[Bishop  Andrew,)  and  remember  that  in  the  south  his  name  is  enrolled  above  all 
our  names,  that  tfiere  are  hundreds  in  heaven  who  have  gone  thither  through  the 
instrumentality  of  this  man  of  Qod,  and  the  thousands  now  livinff  who  era  rea^ 
to  stand  up  and  call  him  blessed,  and  when  I  have  heard  bremren  on  aH  sides 
profess  their  love  and  veneration  for  him,  and  frankly  declare  that  he  is  no  sinner, 
that  he  has 'violated  no  Uw,  and  that  he  is  a  good  man  and  true— -and  yet  striving 
to  pass  this  resohttien,  I  feel  as  though  Ihev  said,  and  with  propriety,  "  Here,  taice 
Bishop  Andrew  and  crucify  him,  for  I  fina  no  fauU  in  Imn/'  God  save  us  from> 
aoch  a  course  \    Sir,  I  am  done. 

Dr.  Bangs  rose  to  correot  a  mistake,  which  he  considersd  'the  last  speaker  had 
made.  He  did  not  make  the  qomparison  to  whieh  that  speaker  had  made  allasioa, 
A  bishop  was  a  bishop,  and  not  an  agent  of  t&e  General  Conference.  But  be 
.  believed  that,  inasmuch  as  the  General  Conference  had  created  him,  they  h&to 
power  to  depose  or  suspend  him  for  just  canse. 

Mr.  Green  said,  hemigfathave  beenmistBkeninregardtothebroAerwhoQtteredth^ 
sentiment.  He  wouldsimply  say  he  had  heaid  itfrem  the  speakers  opposed  to  himselt 

It  was  moved  that  the  vote  suspendiuff  the  rule  confining  the  speakers  to  fifteen 
minutes,  be  taken  off.    Considerable  debate  arose. 

Dr.  Capers  was  strenuously  opposed  to  the  motion.  He  hoped  the  disoussien 
would  be  entuely  untremm^led.  It  was  due  to  the  Church  and  to  die  oountrr  that 
the  north  should  give  the  south  the  benefitof  some  strong  reasons,  atlsast,  in  fevoor 
of  the  great  qnestiott  before  the  conierence. 

Mr.  Early  ^ped  the  gentleman  would  withdraw  the  raotien.  The  longer  ibe 
subject  was  dispassionately  and  respectfully  discussed  the  bettor.  Many  who  at 
tiie  commencement  had  apprehended  evil,  had  been  reUeved  by  the  discussion ; 
amd  many  minds,  now  overwhelmed  with  fearful  apprehensions,  might  be  relieved 
by  further  discussion.  Let  northeni  and  southern  brediren  exchange  sentimeniB, 
and  advocate  the  principles  they  profess,  and  let  the  worid  miderstand  the  ground 
en  which  they  stood,  and  the  princii»les  on  which  they  acted. 

Mr.  Porter  also  opposed  the  motion.  He  said  it  could  not  have  eseaped  the 
attention  of  any  one  that  the  south  had  been  extolled  to  the  very  heavens  in  this 
discussion ;  so  that  if  the  half  whioli  had  been  affirmed  of  her  be  true,  (3od  had 
not  another  such  a  class  of  beings  in  his  universe.  On  the  othei*  hand,  New-Eng- 
land had  been  traduced,  vilified,  ridiculed,  and  insulted,  in  language  too  disgrsce- 
Iht  to  be  reiterated  on  the  fioor  of  the  General  Conference,  yet  not  aman  had  raised 
his  voice  in  her  defence,  save  one,  and  he  had  retnteled  to-day  what  he  had  said 
m  her  behalf  yesterday. 

Mr.  Colhas  inteiposed  to  say  thatl»  ifaanght  his  brother  had  entirely  miaappfe 


iModed  the  f6maiici  of  brother  Feck  in  relatiofi  to  New-^gfaad.  Be  fbtt  It  dntf 
to  brotiior  Peok  to  make  this  explanatibiif  as  he  was  not  then  in  the  booie. 

Mr.  Porter  believed  that  brother  Peck  had  it  in  his  heart  to  kyre  New*£Dgland, 
but  he  had  apologized  this  morning  for  his  warmth  of  feeling  yesterdaYr  not  because 
>New-£ndana  was  entitled  to  respect,  but  on  the  ground  that  it  was  tl»e  birthrplaee 
of  himself  and  other  men  in  the  Church,  He  considered  New>England  worthy  of 
a  better  defence,  and  expressed  a  hope  that  the  motbn  would  not  prevail  until 
her  sons  could  be  beard. .  He  himself  wished  an  opportunity  to  speak  in  her 
behalf. 

Mr.  Slicer  sud,  he  took  occasion  to  rematkf  when  it  vnis  proposed  to  auspend 
the  iiile  limiting  the  speakers'  time,  that  we  should  be  led  into  difficulty.  If  the 
conference  must  sit  there  till  every  brother  could  make  a  speech  just  as  long  as  he 
*  pleased,  they  should  inevitabl>[  be  there  till  the  4th  of  July.  Some  of  the  mem- 
'  oers  were  already  sick  and  asking  leave  of  absence,  and  he  feared  that  bv  and  by, 
when  the  business  of  the  conference  was  to  be  transacted,  a  ffuonun  could  not  be 
obtained.  The  rule  had  been  suspended  to  give  the  south,  which  was  in  iba 
minority,  a  full  chance  to  be  heard.  Several  days  had  already  been  n»ent  on  tUa 
question,  and  three-fourths  of  the  time  had  been  occupied  by  the  south.  If  mem- 
bers, wer^  to  sit  there  ban^nng  compliments  back  and  foith,  and  giving  all  the 
details  of  their  personal  history,  from  childhood  up,  they  should  be  utterly  killed. 

Messrs.  Collins  and  M'Mahan  were  stronffly  opposed  to  the  resolutiou. 

Mr.  Randall  thought  the  speakers  should  be  limitod  as  to  time.  If  their  speeches 
were  intended  for  efect  elsewhere  than  <m  that  floor,  they  had  better  write  them 
oat  and  publish  them,  and  not  compel  the  conference  to  hear  them. 

Mr.  Sovereign  hoped  the  brethren  would  not  get  excited.  If  this  question  were 
hurried  to  a  d^ision,  great  dissatisfaction  would  prevail  all  over  the  oountry.  He 
.  defied  the  conference  to  allow  the  utmost  latitoae  of  debate. 

The  motiui  to  restore  the  rule  was  laid  on  the  tdble,  ^and  the  confsreDce 
a4Jouiiied« 

MONDAY,  MAY  27.     , 

.  Mr.  HamUne  said,— I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  President,  with  the  hope  that  I  shall "  com- 
mnnicate  fight"  on  the  topics  before  us;  but  rather  for  the  punpose  of  imploiiag 
Uffht  from  others.  It  cannot  be  unkind  in  me  to  suggest  that  this  disooasion  has 
ti&Len  an  unprofitably  wide  range;  for  many  whispers  within  the  bar,  and  the 
oomplaintB  at  aeveial  speakers  on  the  floor,  soow  that  this  is  the  case.  We  have 
drawn  into  the  debate  nMmy  questions  which  have  but  a  very  slight  connection 
with  the  propositions  oontainefl  m  the  resolutioB.  I  would,  if  possible,  call,  the 
'  attentictt  (tf  the  conference  from  matters  so  remote  to  the  real  issue  in  the  case,  it 
,  Is  complained  that  we  seem  to  have  foneken  all  argument,  and  a  call  is^  made  for 
oar  "  stvong  reasons.''  We  ou^ht,  indeed,  to  argue  on  both  sides.  And  if  I  should 
not  do  it,  1  will,  at  least,  refram  from  addressing  a  word  to  the  galleries,  or  te  tfaa 
spectators. 

There  ought  to  be  two  qnestioBS  before  ns.  First  Hm  ike  Oeneral  Conferemm 
I  canUUutional  aiUkori^  to  jmws  iki»  retoluHan  1  Second,  b  it  proper  orJUUng 
I  that  ««  thould  doUf  The  fint  question  should  be  first  argued ;  bat  so  &r  it  has 
scarcely  been  touched.  If  we  have  not  authority  to  pass  the  resolution,  to  discuss 
its  expediency  is  surely  out  of  place ;  for  it  can  never  be  expedient  to  violate  law, 
unless  law  violates  justice.  I  snail  leave  the  Question  of  expediency  to  othen,  or 
only  glance  at  it ;  but  I  ask  your  attention  to  the  topic  of  oonfezence  authority. 

The  resolution  pioposea  to  suspend  the  exercise  of  a  bishop's  functions  on  a  oar- 

tain  oonditiaii  to  be  perfonned  by  him.    If  I  mistake  not,  the  resolution  is  a  «m- 

tUumti  measure.    Its  passage  wiU  absolutely  suspend  the  exMcise  of  the  aoperiii* 

.  tendent's/iMKr£k>n«,  until  he  complies  with  the  prescribed  condition.    The  measoie 

of  power  reouized  to  do  this  is  the  same  which  would  be  requisite  to  sospend  or 

depose  a  bisnop  for  such  rewons  as  the  resolution  mentions,  or  in  other  words,  for 

"  improper  conduct,"    Have  we,  them,  saoh  authority  f    I  shall  assume  diat  we 

hatve  i  aoping,  if  I  proife  nothing,  to  provoke  prool^  pro  or  eon,  from  the  bcothran 

whosunoand  me. 

I     I  argue  this  authority  in  the  General  Conferenee,  ^rst,  from  the  fentmeofome- 

'  poHiy  o%  ponde  which  the  moU  nearUf  reeemble  thie.    Strict  amenability  in  Chuch 

officm,  ooboidinato  and  superior,  is  provided  foe  in  our  Discipliiie.    From  the 

dass-leader  upward,  this  amenabUi^  regards  not  only  mijor  bat  minor  motala-^ 

«ot  only  the  f/ieee,  but  also  the  MnpropritHee  of  bofawrioor.    Tb»  clasa  Iwdfr,  by 


fhnerdl  Confirenee^  1843.  129 

yybeDomesimpopalarinliUclaw.    Xliepaitor  at  dJacntioii  removes 

lam  firom  Itds  office.  The  exporter  orunordained  local  preacher  proves  miaccepta*  , 
•ble,  and  a  quarterly  conference  refixses  to  renew  hia  ^icense.  The  itinerant  pastor 
is  not  useful  in  charge,  and  the  bishop  or  the  joresiding  elder  deposes  him  from  his 
charge  or  from  the  pastoral  office,  and  makes  him  an  assistant  The  presiding  elder 
faipain  his  usefulness  on  a  district,  not  by  gross  motfeasance,  but  byv  a  alight  «ns- 
fiasance ;  or  oftener  still  because  ''  he  is  notjpHopular,"  and  the  bish<9  removes  him 
to  a  station  or  a  circuit,  and  perhaps  makes  him  an  assistant  I  sp^  not  npw  of 
-annual  appointments,  when  the  term  of  the  itmerant  expires  by  hmitation,  but  of 
removals  by  the  bi^p  or  the  presiding  elder  in  the  intervals  of  oonferenoe,  whioih 
always  imply  a  deposing  fiom  office,  as  well  as  a  stationinjg  act  In  all  these 
instances  the  manner  of  removing  from  office  is  peculiar.  Fint  It  is  tumwuMy, 
withcmt  accusation,  trial,  or  formal  sentence.  It  is  a  ministerial,  radier  than  a  jdm- 
cial,  act  Second.  It  is  ibr  no  crime,  and  generally  for  no  misdemeanour,  but  for 
being  "unacceptable."  Thiid.  Most  of  tMse  removals  from  office  are  by  a  sole 
agent,  namely,  by  a  bishop  or  preacher,  whose  will  is  omnipotent  in  the  premises. 
Fourth.  The  removing  officer  is  not  legally  obliged  to  assiai  any  cause  for  deposing. 
If  he  do, so,  it  is  through  courtesy,  ana  not  as  <^ right  ]*ifth.  The  deposed  officer 
Jias  no  appeal.  If  indiscreetly  or  unnecessarily  removed,  he  must  submit ;  for  theore 
is  no  tribunal  authorized  to  cure  the  error,  or  to  rectify  the  wrong.  But  we  believe 
that  there  are  good  and  sufficient  reasons  for  granting  this  high  power  of  removal  to 
those  who  exercise  it  It  promotes  religion.  It  binds  the  Church  in  a  strong  and 
ahnoat  indissoluble  unity.  It  quickens  tne  communication  of  healing  influences  to 
the  infected  and  the  enfeebled  parts  of  the  body  ecclesiastical.  In  a  word,  it  is  a  sys- 
tem of  surpassing  energy.  By  it  executive  power  is  sent  in  its  most  efficient  fonn, 
and  withoutloss  of  tune,  from  its  hishest  sources  or  remotest  fountains,  through  the 
preachers  and  class-leaders,  to  the  numblest  member  of  the  Church.  The  system 
IS  worth^r  of  all  eulogy. 

We  wUl  now  inquire  as  to  the  bishop.  In  his  case  is  this  strong  feature  of 
Methodism  lost  sight  of  7  Is  he,  who  can  at  discretion,  by  himself  or  by  his  agents,  \ 
repaove  finom  office  so  many,  among  whom  are  thousands  of  his  co-ordinates  or  peers,  * 
subject  in  turn  to  no  such  summary  control  t  We  have  seen  that  to  lodge  this  power 
of  removal  in  superior,  and  impose  submission  to  it  on  inftffior  officers,  is  the  msbiOB 
of  Methodism.  She  loves  the  system.  She  carries  it  up  through  many  grades  of 
office  until  we  reach  the  bishop.  Does  it  suddenly  stop  there  7  If  so,  on  what 
Ax>und  7  I  can  conceive  none.  If  any  can,  let  the  reasons  be  arrayed  before  us. 
X  can  perceive  none,  Mr.  President,  in  beings;  but  I  can  conceive  them  possible 
under  given  circumstances.  In  Church  and  m  state  there  must  always  be  an  ulti- 
mate or  supreme  authority,  imd  the  exercise  of  it  must  be  indejjBenaent,  so  &r  as 
SjTBtematic  responsibility  is  concerned.  But  is  the  episcopacy  m  regard  to  this 
question  supreme  7  Certainly  not  The  General  Conference,  ai^junct  in  certaitt 
exigences  with  the  annual  conferences,  is  the  ultimate  depository  of  power  in  our 
Church.  And  I  beg  to  dwell  herc.  For,  in  the  second  place,  I  shall  argue  our 
authority  to  depose  a  bishop  sojmnarily  for  improprieties  mOTally  innocent,  which 
embarrass  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  from  the  rtlationt  of  the  General  Confer^ 
0nce  to  the  Churchy  and  to  the  epitettimcy.  s. 

.  This  conference,  adjunct  (but  rareljr)  vnth  the  annual  conferences,  is  supreme. 
Its  supremacy  is  universal.    It  has  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  sn|Mnemaoy. 
Iti  legislative  supremacy  oonsistB  of  "fiUl  powers  to  make  rulee"  as  the  Discipline  * 
words  it    This  is  fuU  power  for  quaei  legietaHon.    Under  self-assumed  restrio* ! 
tions,  which  are  now  of  constitational  force  and  virtue,  (especially  as  ^y  origi- 
nated in  a  General  Conference,  composed  not  of  delegates,  but  of  travelling 
preachers,)  it  can  make  ruUe  of  every  tori  for  die  government  of  the  Church.  - 
The  restrictions  are  few  and  simple.    They  embrace  our  articles  of  religion,  the  { 
ratio  of  representation,  the  perpetuity  of  episcopacy,  and  the  general  superintend- 
ency,  the  general  rules,  trial  by  committee  ana  apped,  and  the  avails  of  the  Book 
Concern.    Beyond  these  slender  restrictiona,  its  legislation  is  lesitimatD  and  con- 
clusive; and  within  diem  it  is  so,  if  the  members  of  the  annual  conferences  are 
oonsenting. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  legislation  the  bishop  has  not  only  peers,  bat  more  tha» 
peers.  In  clerical  orders  every  man  on  this  floor  is  his  equal,  but  in  legislativa 
limctions,  his  superior.  Can  you  oonlribute  the  uplifting  of  a  hand  far  or  against  a 
conference  act  7  You  may  not  do  it  The  Discipline,  which  we  shape  at  pieasuie, 
defies  your  touch.    You  may  not,  in  this  regard,  breathe  upon  it    Yon  may  net 
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■prefld  the  pfuBter  vpon  %  ptttch  wfaicb  we,  ad  UbUunty  mfy  to  its  ymk  pMb 

tf  tbe  conference,  by  a  tie,  &il  to  do  what  i»  deniable  to  be  done,  and  Q^e  the 

.   philoflopber'B  starving  brate,  coagbt  centrany  between  two  heaps  of  faaj)  cannot 

\  escape  Tit>m  the  dilemma,  I  betiere  it  if  doubted  hj  the  college  of  biahopt  wb^* 

ther  the  prendent  can  come  to  our  rascae  l^  a  caatng  vote. 

This  conference  hmJwUHal  supremacy^  It  is  a  coort  of  appeahr  beyooEl  wUofa 
jfeo  parties  can  travel  far  the  core  of  erronr  It  is  the  dernier  resort,  not  only  of 
appellants,  but  of  orij^ial  oomplamants.  Yon,  sir,  mast  stand  or  fiUl  by  its  sole 
decision.  If  it  err,  wmch  is  not  a  legal  presumption,  its  unwholesome  error  ia 
xncorable,  except  by  the  ifm  rnedieatrix^ibe  meaicinal  virtae-^-of  its  own  jodidal 
energies.  Nor  has  a  biahop  part  or  lot  in  its  court  aation.  He  is  conatitatod  the 
judge  of  law  in  tan  inferior  tribunal,  but  not  heror  His  lips  are  sealed  in  tfai* 
angust  body,  and  except  when  himself  is  concerned,  he  may  not  rise  aa  an  advo- 
cate either  for  the  Chmch  or  for  an  implicated  parnr«  It  would  be  treason  to  do 
•o.  It  would  be  a  moat  offensive  deed,  like  the  bnmng  of  a  judge,  or  a  amnomw 
communing  with  a  juryman.  So  naked,  air,  of  judicial  prerogativeB  ia  the  bishop 
.  in  this  oo^isnoe.  E^ery  member  on  the  floor  weua  the  ermine,  whiah  you  may 
not  assume.  Each  of  us  blenda  in  fainiflelf  the  functions  of  both  judge  amd  jury 
man,  to  which  yon  ore  an  utter  stranger.  And  in  the  mean  time  you  are  liable,  aa 
I  suppose,  to  be  stripped  bv  us  of  thoee  other  high  prerogatlTes  of  which,  by  mr 
countenance,  you  now  bold  investiture.  You  aee^  then,  that  as  a  bishop  you  are 
both  elevated  and  depressed.  In  regard  to  le^lattve  and  judicial  prerogativea, 
when  you  went  up  you  went  down.  Your  station  in  the  General  Ccnfeienoe  is  a 
peculiar  eminence.  Your  Ugh  seat  is  not  at  all  terrific  in  concealed,  or  outbeaming 
power.  It  is  like  a  gallery  of  diacdnlities,  where,  as  a  spectator  of  tragedy,  you 
can  do  titde  more  than  admire  or  reprobate  the  piece,  and  smile  or  ftown  u{H>n  the 
actors.  But,  sir,  such  as  it  is,  yon  and  we  approve  it,  and  you  would  be  as  un- 
willing as  ourselves  to  see  your  prerogatives  changed  by  increase  or  dianinutioB. 
You  aze  high  up,  and  low  down ;  and  all  (but  yourselves  moat  of  all)  are  contmiC 
that  we-*es  we  mean  b^  grace  to  do-«ahould  keep  vou  up,\nd  keep  yea  down. 

But  from  die  legislative  and  judicial  (unctions  fit  the  conference,  I  proceed  to 
its  executive  or  miniiteriaL  Herel  ma^be  approaching  debatable  ground.  But 
as  I  wish  to  provoke  truth,  and  gather  instruction  from  others.  I  will  ▼entnre  to* 
advance,  leavmg,  if  Tou  please,  a  bridge  of  retreat,  if  hemmea  in  at  last,  to  that 
discreet  refuge.  Ail  will  consent,  I  suppose,  to  the  doctrine  of  conference  so^ 
premacy  in  tto  two  points  stated,  alx»ve.  They  will  grant  that  this  is  our  ecde- 
siastical  legislature;  and  the  high  court— c«r»a  nuucim^t^-of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

But  has  it  also  exeeuUve  fimctions— and  are  these  supreme,  or  all-controlling  f 
Bo  I  affirm ;  but  it  is  for  arvument,  and  not  with  the  least  decofn  to  utter  a  mere 

(proverb,  or  to  impose  my  dictum  on  the  conference.  I  beg  all,  sir,  to  hear  and 
remember  this  emphatic  disavowaL  I  proceed  then  to  argue,  (having  affiniied  it 
aa  a  mere  logical  formula,)  that  the  General  Conference  ia  dodied  with  aupreme 
executive  fenstionB.  I  will  strive  both  to  sustain  it^  and  to  commend  it  to  yoor 
favour. 

First,  then,  the  General  Conference  is  tibe  fowdam  of  all  ofifcial  executive 
/atnthority.  It  ia  the  ''  Cretan  Ataerl'  of  that  system  of  executive  ministrations 
I  which  now  in  healthful  streams  throughout  our  Zion.  I  know,  sir,  that  between 
•  this  fountaiii  and  the  Church  membeis,  who  are  the  remote  ixnati  of  minute  dis- 
tributiaii,  thes^  are  interposed  several  reservoirs  of  this  ministerial  authority. 
The  epiMopacy  is  one  ana  the  chief  reservoir.  The  pastorship  is  another.  The 
daas-leadera  are  tbe  small  channels  through  whom  passes  to  the  door  of  each-ooe*^ 
heart  in  the  class  room  a  measure  of  the  diaciplinuT  influenoaa  of  tbe'Cfaoreh. 
What  ii  objeoCed,  air,  to  this  view  of  the  sul^ectT  WiQ  it  be  disclaJmed  that  the 
donferanoe  is  this  fountain  t  Can  you  advise  me  where  else  then  here  executive 
authority  takes  its  riael  Whence  do  yon  gather  theae  IHe^preserving  waterat 
From  the  oonstitiltson  T  That,  sir,  ia  a  t^  brief  instrument,  and  its  proviriooa 
can  be  scanned  in  two  minates.  Sbow  wlieie  ita  auUiority  createa  tbemacfainefy 
of  a  Church  administration.  Does  it  provide  one  wheel  or  spring  T  H  aeems  t» 
ns,  sir,  that  like  God  in  Eden,  who  planted  but  did  not  till  the  garden,  reaigninig 
that  delightful  task  -to  man,  so  our  conatitutian  aaya  to  thia  General  Conference, 
Under  auoh  and  such  restrictions  you  are  commissioned  with  "/«//  powert  tomxke 
ruUe  and  regtUaium$  for**  cultivating  the  fields  of  Methodism.  Full  powers  for 
what?    For  tw<»  things.    Fiat  "  to  make  rules.'*    That  ia  legislatini,  sir,  aalk 
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\  retated  to  othar  powers  of  the  oonferaaoe.  Btttis  tfaiB  «U  it  oandot  Mo 
It  has  feH  pow«n  alao  **  to  make  regulatiotu"  for  the  govenuQent  of  the  Cfanrab. 
What  ia  a  leffolation  T  To  appoint  a  preacher  to  a  field  of  labour  la  a  regulatkm. 
,  To  ramore  faim  to  anothecimid  ia  a  regulation.  To  elect  and  impower  a^  biahqp 
to  do  tlua  for  na  ia  a  regulation*  To  recall  that  biahop  to  hia  former  atation  ia  a 
regidatiott.  Now  **  wlttt  a  man  doea  by  another  he  doea  himaelT'  ia  a  maxim  in 
law.  The  General  Conferenoe  may  make  theae  regnhitioai  without  a  biahop  and 
leave  him  a  lesa  oneroua  auperixitondenoe,  or  die  conference  may  make  theae 
ragnlationa  by  a  biahopr  and  multiply  the  toiis  of  hia  superintendence. 

That  the  conferenoe  haa  ezecutnre  authori^  ia  indiaputable.  For  the  biahop  # 
deriTea  kia  anthorin"  from  the  conference.  Are  not  anawera  first,  aecond,  than,/ 
and  eighth,  to  qneetum  third,  in  aection  fourth,  statutory  proviaiona  f  Do  they  not 
convey  authority  to  the  biahopa  t  If  thoae  answers  were  blotted  out  by  a  reao-. 
hition  of  thia  conference,  woola  the  biahopa  proceed  to  execute  the  dutiea  therein 
preacribedf  Tins  General  Conference  clothes  them  with  these  powers;  and  can 
the  conference  convey  what  it  doea  not  poaaeas  7  Can  it  impart  to  biahopa  whit 
was  not  inherent  in  itself  up  to  the  time  of  conveying  itf  The  confeirence  has 
Iheae  poweia.  Everythmg  conveyed  as  a  prerogative  to  bishops,  presidmg  elden, 
preachers,  fto.,  by  statutory  provision,  ana  not  b^  the  conatitotion  or  in  the  ve- 
•trictive  rules,  waa  in  the  General  Conference,  or  it  was  mockery  thus  to  grant  it, 
and  the  tenure  of  these  officers  ia  void,  and  their  seixin  tortious.  They  ahoold  ha 
chaUenged  then  aa  to  their  authority.  Now,  air,  all  that  this  conference  can  coniBr, 
it  can  withhold.  And  whatever  it  can  confer  and  withhold,  it  can  retwme  «t  wHl, 
ualeas  a  conatitotional  rdatriction  foribids  it.  It  can  reaume  then  all  the  powers 
granted  to  a  bishop  fary  its  own  act,  except  auoh  prerogatives  as  are  eaaential  to 
episcopacy  and  supermtendenoy.  As  to  the  episcopacy,  which  we  may  not  do 
away,  the  power  to  ordain  is  essential  to  its  being,  and  whether,  so  fiff  aa  i^  ia 
oonoemed,  the  whole  of  aection  fourth,  vnth  that  exception,  might  not  be  constitii- 
tianally  expunged,  is  doubtful.  Not  that  I  would  have  it  e^pun^ed.  But  I  am 
tiDW  arguing  the  queation  of  conference  power,  and  not  of  occleaiaatiGal  expedi- 
ency. 1  love  the  episcopacy  just  as  it  is ;  and  reverence  for  the  office  emuiatea 
in  my  bosom  a  sifAer  passion---afiection  for  the  venerable  men  who  occupy  i^«- 
affection  for  &em  all ;  every  one. 

Here,  Mr.  President,  let  me  say  a  word  concerning  our  Church  conatitotion.  It 
is  a  remarkable  hutrument  It  difiers  cardinally  firom  most,  or  all  civil  conatitii* 
lions.  These  generally  proceed  to  demark  the  several  departments  of  government 
— -^he  legislative.  Judicial,  and  executive— end,  by  positive  grsnt,  assign  each  de-  \ 
portment  its  dutiea.  Our  eonstitotion  is  different.  It  does  not  divide  the  poweia  '- 
of  ouf  government  into  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive.  It  provides  for  a 
General  Conference,  and  for  an  episcopacy,  and  general  superintendency.  It 
leaves  all  the  powers  of  the  three  great  departments  of  government,  except  whatt 
ia  essential  to  an  epiac<^>aoy,  &c.,  in  this  General  Conference.  It  restricts  tia 
sliffhtly  in  all  our  powers,  but  not  in  one  department  more  than  in  another.  Under 
this  constitation  the  conference  is  as  much  a  judicatory  as  a  legislatore ;  and  it  ia 
aa  much  an  executive  body  as  either.  What  is  there  in  the  constitation  to  dia- 
tinffuish  the  three  departmenta  of  our  governmental  authority,  or  to  bestow  one 
ana  withhold  another  f  The  mnt  of  power  to  us  is  t»  wmm*,  and  no  more  exdudea 
the  executive  than  it  does  either  of  the  sister  departments.  And  that  our  poweia 
are  administrative  do  we  not  declare,  when  we  demand  at  each  General  Conferenoe 
ttie  minutes  of  every  annual  conference,  and  by  the  **  Committee  on  the  ItinerancT" 
inspect  and  pass  iwlgment  on  them  f  '  And  when,  too,  the  admimstmtion  of  our 
biuiops  is  put  under  a  severe  inquisition,  and  a  committee  reporto  ^proval  or  dia- 
approval  Y  Sorely,  if  anything  oould,  tins  proves  that  the  conference  asaumea  to 
be  supreme  in  administration,  else  why  doea  that  adminiatration  thua  appeal  to 
this  conference  in  the  laat  resort?  Why,  sir,  the  streams  of  these  administrative 
acta  took  their  rise  here,  and,  like  running  waters  to  the  ocean,  they*  return  hither 
to  their  source.  How  unlike  those  of  £e  President  to  die  American  Congresa,  , 
with  which  I  have  heard  them  compared,  are  the  relations  of  the  episcopacy  to  / 
this  conference !  The  eonstitotion  of  the  United  Stated  gives  Congress  Us  powera, 
and  the  president  Am.  Each  exists  independent  of  the  other.  The  term,  the 
duties,  the  privileges  of  the  preaident  are  all  fixed  by  conatitotional  provisioD. 
The  presidency,  as  an  office,  and  the  incumbency  of  it,  are  |4ainly  designated. 
Our  Church  constitation  recognizes  the  episcopacy  aa  an  abstraction,  and  lesvea 
thbbedy  to  workitintoaconovetoformittany  hundred  or  more  waya  we  may  be 
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able  to  aiTevit.  We  may  make  euet,  five,  or  twenty  Uthopi ;  ondf  if  tro  j^ 
one  for  each  oonfeieDce.  We  may  refdse  to  elect  another  until  all  die  or  raaign  ; 
and  then,  to  maintam  the  episcopacy,  which  we  are  boond  to  do,  we  mmt  eteet 
one,  at  least.  As  to  his  term,  we  may  limit  it  at  pleasuce,  or  leaTe  it  ondetennmed* 
Bat  m  this  case  is  it  undeterminable  f^  Certaialy  not.  The  power  whidi  elected 
may  then  dispbice.  In  all  civil  constitations,  as  far  as  X  know,  not  to  fix  an  officer's 
.term,  is  to  suspend  it  on  the  wiU  of  the  appointing  power.  Cabinet  mimsten  and 
secretaries  are  examples.  No  officer  as  such  can  daim  incumbent  ior  life,  ualeaa 
such  a  term  be  authoritatively  and  expressly  fixed  upon. 
I  now  reach  a  point  of  my  argument  to  which  I  solicit  particular  attention.    It 

ihas  been  urged  privately,  by  very  many,  that  we  have  no  authority  to  displace  a 
bishop,  except  for  crime  and  by  a  formal  trial.    And  they  who  advocate  it  tell  oa 
•  to  look  into  section  fourth,  page  28,  and  we  shall  be  convinced.    Well  what  now 
is  section  fourth  tons,  in  a  question  of  this  sortf    That  whde  section  is  statutray. 
Were  it  a  part  of  our  Church  constatution,  it  might  be  invoked  as  anthoritative. 
Mere  rules  as  they  are,  and  alterable  by  us  in  ten  minutes,  by  two  conforenoe  votes, 
they  expressly  recognize  our  authority  to  "  expel  a  bishop  for  improper  conduct." 
Why  then  urge  any tmng  in  the  fourth  section  against  this  pending  resolation  t    If 
there  were  no  express  rale  for  deposing  a  bishop,  we  should  stiU  be  oompetent  to 
vde{>08e.    And  for  this  plain  reason.    WiMtover  this  conference  can  constitutional^ 
ido  it  can  do  without  nrst  resolving  that  it  has  power  to  do  it — ^vrithout  passing  a 
'rule  into  the  Discipline  declaring  its  authority.    The  power  of  this  conterence  is 
derived,  not  firom  its  own  enactment,  but  from  the  constitation.    Is  there  anjthiag 
\  in  the  restrictive  articles  which  prohibits  the  removal  or  suspension  of  a  bishop  7 
This  will  not  be  pretended,  and  of  course  nothing  in  our  own  statutes  can  deprive 
us  of  powers  conferred  on  us  by  tile  higher  authority  of  the  oonstitotion. 

Let  me  explain.  Suppose  Congress  should,  under  the  pressure  of  any  causes, 
calculated  to  olind  or  confuse  it,  deny  its  power  to  raise  revenues  for  the  support 
of  government,  would  it  be  bound  by  its  own  act?  The  very  next  day  it  mi^ht 
proceed  to  exercise  the  self-prohibited  power,  and  for  this  reason — ^the  profaibitiott 
IS  b^  Congress,  but  the  grant  of  that  which  is  prohibited  is  b^r  the  constitutioa, 
which  is  binding  on  Congress,  in  despite  of  its  own  opposmg  action.  So  with  this 
conference.  Suppose  the  fourth  section  provided  that  this  oody  "  has  not  power 
to  depose  a  bishop  for  improper  conduct,  if  it  seem  uecessary/'  We  should  still 
have  power  to  depose,  because  the  constUuium  confers  it,  and  that  is  paramount  to 
all  our  resolutions  and  statutes.  We  cannot  by  our  enactments  divest  oors^ves  of 
constitationBl  powers,  no  more  than  man  maae  in  God's  imaj^e,  and  about  to  in- 
habit God's  eternity,  can  spurn  the  law  of  his  being,  and  divest  himself  of  free 
agency  and  immortality 

Now  let  me  proceed  after  the  manner  of  mathematicians.  We  have  seen,  if  I 
mistake  not,  that  a  provision  in  the  4tb  section,  page  38th,  declarinjg  oar  incompe- 
tency to  depose,  vrould  still  leave  us  free  to  do  it,  beiBanse  the  superior  authority  oC 
the  constitation  confers  the  power.  Much  more  then  may  we  depose  if,  instead  of 
a  statute  forbidding  it,  the  Discipline  is  silent  on  the  subject.  But  much  more  stS. 
nuky  we  depose,  ifinstead  of  silence  there  is  a  rule  for  dieposing  as  well  as  the  con 
stitutional  warrant.  I  do  not  claim  this  for  demonstration,  albeit  I  have  chosen  such 
a  mode  of  reasoning ;  but  unless  I  greatly  err  the  ar^jument  claims  some  regard. 
Now,  sir,  there  is  a  rule  which  many  of  us  believe  appbes  to  this  case,  in  the  answer 
to  Question  4th,  page  28th — **  To  the  General  Conference,  who  have  power  to  expal 
him  for  improper  conduct,  if  they  see  it  necessary."  Let  it  be  noticed  that  in  bar 
mony  with  what  I  have  said  concerning  our  constitutioDal  power,  this  rule  does  not 
I  convey  authority,  else  the  auxUiaij  "  shall "  would  be  used.  It  does  not  say  the  Gen- 
.  eral  Conference  *katt  have  authority,  which  is  the  style  used  in  creating  constitutional 
prermtives.  The  language  of  tbe  rule  is  simply  dedaxatoiy,  recognizing  a  power 
ahreaay  existing.  .Let  us  notice  certain  phrases  in  this  declaratory  rule.  "Have  power 
to  expel,"  sets  forth  the  extent  to  which  we  may  proceed  in  our  dforts  to  goard  against 
,  the  oonseonencee  of  a  bishop's  improprieties.  The  expulsion  contemplated  is 
doubdess  from  office.  FOr  though  depose  is  the  word  generally  used  in  such  coi- 
Jieetions,  expd  is  not  less  signifiosnt  of  the  thing.  To  put  out  of  office  is  expvi> 
Mon.  If  any  dispute,  and  say  the  esmnlsion  must  be  fitnn  orders,  or  from  the 
Church,  we  answer,  A  power  to  expel  from  Church,  ii  certainly  equal  to  the  power 
nf  removing  finom  office.  The  chikl  who  has  license  to  plav  all  day,  need  not  dread 
ne  rod  for  playing  ha^  a  day;  and  the  boy  who  is  told  he  mav  ride  ton,  cannot 
disobey  by  xidmg  five  miles.    That  argument  is  hand  pushed  which  resorts  to  the' 
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e,  **  hatfr  tM»wer  to  expel/'  tb  piove  fhat  tl^  conference  has  not  power  to 
kepo$e. '  **  Improper  oonduct,'*  means  less  than  imprudent  conduct.  Impmdence 
carries  our  tfioa^nts  to  the  neighborhood  of  crime.  It  means  a  want  of  wisdom  to 
a  degree  which  mTolves  ezposore  and  harm.  Improper  means  simply  not  suitable, 
or  unfitting.  The  imics  lofuendi  in  th^  Discipline  forbids  us  to^  assume  that  in  some 
eeneric  sense  it  embraces  crime.  Whatever  is  unfitting^  a  bishop's  office,  and  would 
impair  hu  useftdness  in  the  ezeroise  of  its  functions,  is  embraced,  I  conceive,  in 
the  phrase  **  improper  conduct"  In  the  Discipline  it  is  used  in  contradistinction 
from  crime.  Aiid  it  is  never  treated  as  crime  in  the  administration,  except  when  a 
private  member,  after  frequent  admonitions,  obstinately  refuses  to  reform.  In  such 
a  case  obstinacy  itself  becomes  a  criminal  state  of  mmd,  and  may  procure  ezpul- 
skm.  Finally,  the  phrase,  "  if  they  see  it  necessary,**  sheds  Ught  on  the  whol^ 
paragraph.  It  proves  t^at  improper  does  not  mean  orindnajl ;  for  then  it  would  be 
necessary,  and  me  condition  would  be  useless.  The  phrase  accords  to  the  confer- 
ence discretionary  power,  and  invites  them  to  proceed  on  the  ground  of  **  expecti- 
enoy,"  of  whkh  some  have  loudly  complained.  They  may  expel  him,  if  they  see 
it  to  beproper  or  expedient— that  is,  if  his  improprieties  ii^ure  his  usefulness  in  the 
high  office  where  our  suffrages  placed  him. 

My  mind,  sir,  (if  not  my  wordS))  has  all  idong  distinguished  between  orders  and  . 
office.    The  summary  removals  which  I  have  noticed  are  from  office,  not  from  the 
ministry.    In  regard  to  ordained  preaohers,  these  two  rules  will  hold.     First,  they 
cannot  be  expelled  from  the  ministnr  summarily ;  but  must  have  a  trial  indue  form. 
Second,  they  cannot  be  expeUed  for  **  improper  conduct,**  but  only  for  a  crime 
clearly  forbidden  in  the  wora  of  God.    These  rules,  with  few  exceptions,  vnll  apply 
.  to  private  members,  who  may  be  removed  from  the  leader's  or  steward's  ofllce  at  any 
time,  without  notice,  trial,  or  cause  assisned.    But  they  cannot  nsuallybe  expelled 
from  the  Church  witiiout  trial,  or  the  offer  of  trial ;  nor  for  improper  conduct,  unless 
it  become  incorrigibly  obstinate,  and  then  it  assumes  the  cfaaraeter  of  crime.  ^  Hie 
orinoiples  which  apply  to  members  and  preachers,  should  govern  us  in  regard  to  ^ 
bishops.    They  ouffht  not  to  be  expeUed  from  the  ministiy  for  "  improper  con-  \ 
duet,*^  nor  witoout  due  notice  and  tnal.    But  if  others,  they  too  may  be  deposed 
from  office  summarily,  and  for  improprieties  which,  even  if  they  be  innocent,  hinder  < 
liieirTisefidness,  or  render  their  ministrations  a  calami^.    That  the  bishc^'s  is  an   | 
office,  is,  I  suppose,  conceded.    True  we  ordain  him ;  but  we  may  cease  to  ordain, 
and  by  suspending  the  conference  rule  which  requires  a  day's  delay,  may  immedi^ 
ately  blot  from  the  Discipline  these  words — ^page  26 — "  and  the  laying  on  of  the 
hands  of  three  bishops,  or  at  least  of  one  bishop  and  two  elders."    Would  not  tUi 
harmonize  our  practice  and  our  principles  7 

I  shaU  not  dwell  longer,  Mr.  President,  on  the  question  of  conference  autiiority. 
We  have  seen  that  when  clerical  orders  or  membership  in  the  Church  is 
concerned,  crime  only,  or  obstinate  impropriety,  which  is  as  crime,  can  expel. 
This  is  Methodism.  We  have  seen,  on  the  other  hand,  that  as  to  office,  removals 
from  it  may  be  summary,  and  for  anytiime  unfitting  that  office,  or  that  renders  its 
exercise  unwholesome  to  the  Church.  I  have  urgeid  that  all  ranks  of  officers  are 
induded  up  to  the  point  where  the  officer  has  no  superior ;  which  never  happens 
with  us,  because  the  General  Conference,  under  certain  restrictions,  is  the  deposi* 
tory  of  aU  power,  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive.  I  urged  tYd%  fathion  &l 
Methodism  as  applicable  especially  to  a  bishop,  because  his  superior  inffuence  will 
render  his  improprieties  proportionably  more  embarrassing  and  injurious  to  the 
Church. 

I  have  argued  that  the  conference  has  power,  from  the  giant  of  the  constitution^ 
(which  is  a  catholic  grant,  embracing  aU,  beyond  a  &w  enumerated  restrictions,) 
to  try  a  bishop  for  crime  and  to  depose  him  summarily  for  "  improper  oonduct."^ 
Is  this  hard  on  the  bishop  f  Does  he  not  summarily  remove,  at  oisoretion,  all  Iho 
four  years  round,  two  hundred  prendiug  elders,  and  two  thousand  of  his  peers ; 
and  shall  he  oomplain  that  a  General  Conference,  which  is  a  delegated  body — in  a 
word  that  aU  these  two  thousand  peers  of  his,  whose  authority  obnverges  tfarough 
the  channels  of  repsesentation,  and  .oonceiitrates  here,  should  do  to  him  what  he  so 
oniformly  does  to  them  t  Shall  one  elder  holdine  a  high  office  at  our  hands  be  so 
puissant,  that,  like  the  sun  in  the  heavens,  (thougn  he  be  a  planet  still,  and  in  hia 
offioe  refiects  no  light  which  we  have  not  shed  upon  him,)  he  must  bind  and  con- 
trol all,  but  is  in  turn  to  be  controlled  by  nonef  No,  sir.  This  conference  is  the 
sun  in  our  cffderly  and  beautiful  system.  Look  into  the  Disciphne.  First  you  havo 
cor  "artaolM  of  rehgkm,*'  in  which  GodapfMars,    What  is  next  in  order?    Th* 


IBi  r        I>^at0s  m  the 

General  Gonferance,  wbich,  Hke  the  orb  of  day,  hmb  taahedlig^oiiihemmMBid- 
ing  acene.  It  is  first  shaped  or  &ahioned,  ana  then,  Hke  Adam  by  hk  Maker, » 
elbowed  with  dominion,  and  made  imperul  in  its  relatioiiB;  and  saving  Uie  flhgfat 
•reservations  of  the  constitation,  it  is  all-Gontiolline  in  its  iuftaence.  Vet  it  nerar 
'  be  lost  si^t  of^  that  the  Goiersi  Conference  is  "  tne  s«»  of  cur  sjwtem." 

I  said,  Afr.  President,  that  if  I  noticed  the  question  of  expediency,  it  would  be 
only  by  a  glance.    I  will  remark,  ffenerally,  that  in  determining  what  is  pio]^, 
after  having  ascertained  what  is  lawiui,  we  should  look  two  ways.    As  fint  in  im- 
portance we  should  consider  the  interests  of  the  Church.    Second,  we  sboald  con- 
ault  the  feelings  of  the  officer.    And  we  should  inquire  as  to  the  Chursh,  how  is 
she  likely  to  be  affected  by  the  improper  conduct  of  her  officer  7    Will  she  be 
locally  and  slightly  embarrassed,  or  extensively  and  severelv  t    If  the  injury  doeat^ 
*ened  will  be  confined  to  a  small  district,  and  will  probably  be  alight  and  epfaemeral, 
we  may  beat'  it.    But  if  it  be  likel^r  to  &11  on  large  districts  and  woik  great  evik^ 
producmg  ^xiSe,  breaking  up  societies,  and  nearly  dissolving  conferences ;  and  if 
/  calunities  so  heavy  are  oxely  tp  be  long-continueid  and  scarcely  ever  end,  the  odi 
f   for  sunmaxy' proceedings  on  the  part  m  this  conference  is  loud  and  impecatSve. 
*   If  in  such  circumstances  she  decline  %o  act,  will  she  not  betray  her  trust,  and  dia- 
/  honour  God  7    In  r^[ard  to  the  officer,  it  should  be  inquired  if  theuafitneai  he  has 
brought  on  himself  for  his  sphere  of  actbn  was  by  some  imperative  necessity,  and 
2£  not,  whether  it  was  in  presumable  ignorance  of  the  grief  iod  misfortunes  lie  was 
about  to  inflict  on  our  Zion  7    Or  must  he  have  known  what  would  follow,  so  that 
his  act  prooeeded  from,  or  at  least  was  associated  with,  some  degreeof  indifferanoe, 
if  not  of  wantonness,  in  regard  to  results  7    These  things,  sir,  should  be  wdl  weighed 
in  setding  the  question  of  expediency. 

A  bishop's  iimuence  is  not  like  a  preacher's  or  dass-leader'a.  It  is  diffoted  like 
the  atmosphere,  eveiywhere.  So  high  a  Church  officer.  (I  will  not  saji  nr,  confer' 
tnee  officer,  though  lust  now  I  take  you  to  be  such,  at  least  for  the  tune  being,)  I 
say,  so  high  a  Church  officer  should  be  willing  to  endure  not  slight  eaorificea  for 
this  vast  connection.  What  could  tempt  you,  sir,  to  trouble  and  wound  the  Chnrdi 
all  throuffh  firom  centre  to  circumference  7  The  preacher  and  the  clafl»>leader, 
whose  influence  is  guarded  against  so  strongly,  can  do  little  haite— a  bishop  infinite. 
Their  improper  acts  are  motes  in  the  air — ^yours  are  a  pestilence  abroad  in  the 
earth,  is  it  more  important  to  gnvd  against  those  than  against  these  T  Heaves 
forbid !  Like  the  concealed  attractions  S  the  heavens,  we  expect  a  bishop's  influ- 
ence to  be  all-binding  everywhere— >in  the  heights  and  in  the  depths — ^m  the  centra 
and  on  the  verge  of  tins  great  system  ecclesiastical.  If  instead  of  coitoeatric  and 
harmonizing  movements,  such  as  are  wholeaome,  and  conservative,  and  beanti^ping; 
we  observe  m  him  irregularities,which,  however  harmless  in  others,  will  be  disasCrooa 
or  &tal  in  him,  the  enerey  of  this  body,  oonstitntionally  supreme,  must  instantfy 
rednoe  him  to  order,  or  if  that  may  not  be,  plant  him  m  another  and  a  distant 
sphere.  When  the  Church  is  about  to  suffer  a  detriment  which  we  by  oonstito-' 
tional  power  can  avert,  it  is  as  much  tre€t$oninnsnot  tc  exereUe  the  power  we  httoe, 
me  to  Mettrp  in  otker  circumet€inceat  that  wJUck  we  have  not, 

Mr.  Omifort  said,  the  remarks  he  intended  to  make  had  been  measurably  anpeiw 

*8eded  by  the  very  able  and  lucid  speech  of  the  member  from  Ohio,  Mr.  Hamfinak 

He  had  believed  that,  should  this  discussion  be  protracted  ten  days  longer,  the 

aiind  of  no  member  on  the  floOT  would  be  changed;  but  he  was  now  inonoed  l» 

think  otherwise.    They  had  been  conjured  to  |pve  arguments  in  aapport  of  the 

proposition  before  the  house.    If  light  were  desired,  he  believed  it  had  been  fiuw 

nished  by  the  last  apeaker.    Light  had  been  ^ven.    A  dear  coostitational  view 

of  this  important  suirjeot  had  been  taken,  and  it  only  remained  to  iqpply  the  do^ 

trine.    In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  it  seemed  to  him  that  Ae  s^e  of  the 

apeakers  better  corresponded  to  that  of  a  mere  pettifogger  beforo  an  inferior  court 

and  jury,  rather  than  that  of  a  master  in  chanoeiy  before  a  high  court  of  eiron* 

Close,  clear,  logical  argument,  was  alone  of  any  value  in  ik&B  disooasion,  and  tha^ 

he  thought,  had  been  ihmislwd  by  the  last  speaker,    in  applying  the  hmiiwaas 

.    «rooae  of  the  constitution  just  given,  he  would  call  attention  to  the  tbird  restnetrns 

I  rale.    It  provided  that  the  General  Conference  should  not  infiw^t  the  'Mtinersiit 

'  Ifeneral  superintendency."    The  law  enacted  under  that  article  of  the  oonstitaaoa 

IS  focmd  on  page  29,  answer  to  Question  6.    This  reouiies,  tbat  if  a  bishop  oease 

from  trevelhng  at  large  among  the  people,  he  shoolo  not  exercise  the  episcopal 

ofiSoe  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Conference.    Now,  could  Bishojp  Andrew, 

Wider  his  present  ambanasMnent^  tatr^l  al  large  tfanmghcnxl  teeonnectioaf    Gei^ 
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Hitiy  not  Aad,  tlieralbre,  witlloat  tiie  conteB^of  fius  wmftteaoe,  liesmit  afkBpcifld 
the  jurkdiotion  of  his  episcopal  office  till  hiB  flmbairasBineBt  shall  be  rewored. 
To  eonfine  him  to  anv*  section  of  the  work  woidd  be  to  curtail  the  itmerant  general  / 
aupermtendeiicT)  eEoa  in  ifis  place  to  introduce  a  parUeular  or  MecUonal  saperin-| 
tendency.  This  should  never  be  done  with  his  (Mr.  Comfoifs)  oonaent.  And,  * 
aaoreover,  he  did  not  consider  Bishop  Andrsw  before  the  oonfiorence  on  impeach- 
ment, or  arraienment  for  improper  conduct.  He  was  before  them  under  embof^ 
roitmetU  siniply,  and  nothing  else ;  and,  therefore,  the  proviaion  which  misht  be  * 
pleaded  for  an  elder,  in  the  same  state  whera  he  lived,  could  not  be  pleaded  for 
Bim,  beoonse,  as  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cfanrch,  he  behmged  no  more 
to  the  south  than  to  the  north:  that  such  could  not  be  apphed  to  him,  especially 
because  the  proposed  action  of  this  conference  did  not  afiect  his  orderSf  but  simpH 
hUa  jttiiadictiou  as  an  oflSoer  of  the  Oeneral  Conference.  According  to  Bishop  HeJU 
ding,  in  his  Notea  on  Discipline,  he  was  the  "  servant  of  the  dders."  If  so,  ina»> 
mnch  as  jkhe  great  body  of  the  elderafaip  was  there  present  b^  representation,  it 
waa  within  the  province  of  diat  conf^prenoe  to  auspend  the  jurisdiction  of  Bishop 
Andrew  for  the  undeniable  embarrassment  in  wlucfa  he  stood  before  the  confiHw 
enoe.  His  o^Bm,  only,  was  touched,  not  his  ordera— a  distinction  which  could  not  be 
denied  without  involving  the  dodrine  of  prtlaHeal  epiueopBisy ;  a  doctrine  at  the 
furthest  remove  from  Methodism  on  this  subject.  As  an  affirmant  in  this  debato 
he  stood  on  this  ground,  and  believed  the  ground  tenable. 

Mr.  Comfort  rMerred  to  a  cnnent  report  that  Bishop  Andrew  came  to  the  Qeii»> 
xnl  Conferenee  vridi  the  intention  to  resign,  but  had  been  resisted  in  that  puipoae  | 
by  soutiiem  delegates.    If  so,  the  responsibility  rested  on  those  who  interposed 
such  resistance.    On  the  part  oi  Bishop  Andrew  it  was  most  magnanimous;  and 
must  exalt  him  in  the  estimation  of  eveiy  one. 

Dr.  Capers  said  he  had  heard  no  such  report 

Idr.  Comfort  said  he  was  alad  to  be  conrectod  if  there  was  any  ndstake. 

Dr.  Capen  did  not  wish  to  leave  the  impression  that  brother  Comfort  hod  intended 
to  misreprosent  this^important  point.    He  understood  the  fiicto  to  be  &ese :  that 
thero  was  a  period  when  Bishop  Andrew  had  pro^KMed  to  rosign,  but  he  had  no 
'  thought  whatever  of  resigning  when  he  came  here ;  and  that  he  cherished  such  ft  \ 
design  only  when  he  found  that  his  case  was  likely  to  croate  diffi^culty. 

(At  this  moment  Mr.  Adams,  from  the  New-Enriand  Conference,  put  the  Bicl^ 
mond  Christian  Advocate  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Contort,  from  which  he  read  a  vtata»  | 
tnent,  going  to  say  that  the  soathem  delegates  had  refosed  their  consent  to  tha 
Iriahop^  oror  to  resi^.) 

Dr.  Capers  said  this  was  only  to  r^Heve  the  present  difliculQr. 

Mr.  Cmufort  rained.  Then  it  seems  the  offer  has  been  madfe,  and  the  only  mi»> 
take  is,  it  was  at  a  subsequent  period. 

On  the  part  of  the  replicants,  it  is  urffed  against  the  proposition  before  the  oonr 
ferenoe  that  dUrititm  of  the  Church  wUl  be  the  consequence  of  its  passage.    But  ha 
believed  there  was  no  element  in  the  constitution  authorizing  this  General  Confer* 
ence  to  make  any  movement  in  that  direction.    It  would  be  to  transcend  their  pn^'  f 
vinoe.    Secession  there  may  be,  but  not  division.    But  even  allowmg  the  General  ' 
Conference  did  possess  the  neoessaiy  power  to  divide  the  Church,  the  division  of 
Church  property  would,  in  his  opimon,  involve  insuperable  difficulties.    As,  for 
instance,  in  the  thirteen  conferences  in  the  south  there  were  some  400,000  membem, 
«nd  of  this  number  one-fourth  were  cobured  people,  who  were  not  directly  ben» 
fitted  by  our  books,. becaxue  they  could  not  read  ihem.    Theor  education  wai    . 
prohibited  by  the  civil  law.     A  catechism  had  been  prepared  for  tiieir  special  uai 
and  benefiL    TAds  vraa  now  taught  diem,  and  he  regoiced  in  the  feet.    But  these 
difficulties  would  come  up,  and  mnst  be  met  whenever  &  diviricm  of  the  Charqh 
and  of  Church  property  should  be  seriously  eontempla;^. 

It  was  urged  by  the  brethren  from  the  south,  that  if  the  resoiutioB  pass  ihej 
could  not  return  home  to  their  charges— they  would  not  be  received  by  their  peo^ 
pie.  This  he  did  not  believe,  for  tms  reason:  the  south  was  a  wmt  on  the  subjeot 
of  slavery;  one  sentiment  prevailed  throughout  all  that  part  of  die  connectioik  ■ 
Hence  tiiey  would  move  together.  They  would  not,  en.  hmmc,  rej[ect  their  mims-  | 
ters  should  the  resdlution  pass.  Their  ministen  could  reason  with,  and  contrsl 
them.  They  were  not  so  intolerant,  nor  so  undemocratic  as  the  objection  suppoeed 
On  this  subject  he  could  speak  from  some  degree  of  perscmal  knowledge,  navinf 
apent  six  out  of  the  last  eight  years  m  one  of  the  southern  skive  states.  He  was 
•St  awar^  his  -way  had  ever  been  hedged  np  in  his  inteiodnne  with  the  peo]^le  «r 


with  tSwdttvw.    H«  hsd  nerer  leen  die  evidence  «f  muirioioii  towaid  Un.    fi» 

faMl  alwajB  endeavoured  to  condnct  himBelf  ai  a  gentleman  and  a  clergyman,  under 

•nch  circiunatanoef  y  ought  to  do,  and  he  believea  whoever  would  tdke  that  ooon« 

would  find  no  bar  interpoBod  before  him.    He  believed,  however  odious  he  might 

>  be,  he  could  hinuelf  go  to  any  part  of  the  south.    But  the  case  waa  diffetent  in  the 

north.    The  people  were  not  a  unit  on  the  subject  of  slavery — ^therp  was  a  divert 

city  of  sentiment,  and  the  ministry  oould  not  oonml  the  action  to  which  the  position 

*  «f  Bishop  Andrew,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  would  give  rise.     No,  skveiy  in  the 

.  epiaoopacy  was  a  stronghold  firom  which  the  north  would  be  inevitably  now  dziveii 

1  it  the  resolution  did  not  pass,  and  a  new  engine  of  tremendous  power  would  be  put 

into  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  which  the^  would  not  fail  to  ply  with  desperate 

force  against  them.    When  the  word  "  division**  was  first  uttereo,  it  wakea  op  im 

his  bosom  emotions  utterly  indescribable  and  almost  irrepressible.    Those  emotiooe 

had  passed  tiway,  and  at  present  he  oould  not  say  he  had  any  ^>prehension  as  to 

the  unit^  of  the  Church ;  and  he  believed  that,  so  long  as  the  President  occupied 

that  chair  as  senior  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  would  preside 

in  the  General  Conferenoe  of  the  whole  Methomst  Episcopal  Church* 

Dr.  Smith  said—- Never,  sir,  have  I  more  deeply  regretted,  than  on  die  present 
occasion,  that  it  is  not  mine  to  be  eloquent,  or  that  words  of  persuasion  are  not 
fomiliar  to  my  lips--so  vast  are  the  interests  involved  in  the  issue  before  ua— so 
absurd  are  many  of  tiie  doctrines  stated  on  this  floor^-and  withal,  so  ingeniously 
have  some  of  them  been  defended  by  the  eloquent  speaker  who  has  just  taken  his 
seat,  brother  Hamline,  of  Ohio.  He  brought  us  to  the  conclusion  that  Bishop 
Andrew  had  acted  improperly,  and  should  oorrect  his  position  before  the  Church, 
or  cease  to  exercise  his  episcopal  functions.  This,  be  it  observed,  is  precisely  the 
ground  occupied  by  all  on  his  side  of  the  question,  although  he  finds  so  nnich  rea» 
son  to  regret  the  term  "  expediency,"  by  which  they  define  their  ground.     If  I 

Imiderstaod  him,  however,'  he  occupies  the  same  j^und.  He  has  taken  a  different, 
and,  to  my  view,  a  fiir  more  objectionable  position  by  which  to  sustain  his  oonofai- 
aion.  From  the  fact  that  leaders,  and  other  subordinate  officers  of  the  Church,  maj 
be  displaced  by  their  superiofs,  he  argues  that  a  bishop  may  be  displaced  at  tlia 
wiere  discretion  of  the  General  Confereiu:e.  To  this  I  reply,  that  his  analogy  does 
not  hold,  because  preachers  and  presiding  elders  are  themselves  immediately 
responsible  to  higher  officers  for  any  act  by  which  they  displace  an  inferior  officer; 
,liut  tiiere  is  no  body  superior  to  the  General  Conference,  and  if  it  be  not  bound  to 
observe  its  own  rules  in  its  administrativer  acts,  then  it  is  irresponsible.  Its  course 
|]8  as  unsteady  as  the  fitfol  winds — its  government  is  the  mere  will  of  a  m^jarity<^ 
an  other  words,  a  popular  tyrumy.  He  assiflis  this  absolute  administrative  power 
to  the  General  Conference— not  even  controlled  by  its  own  eiisting  rules.  ^  Sndi 
was  the  doctrine  as  it  fell  upon  my  ear.  To  sustain  this,  be  ^ves  equal  legislatiTa 
powers.  Sir,  I  deny  the  whole.  I  commend  to  his  attention  the  report  of  the 
General  Conference  of  1828,  in  which  this  doctrine  is  repudiated  in  tne  strongest 
terms.  This  body  has  no  such  legislative  or  administrative  powers.  They  an 
strictly  bound  to  be  governed  in  their  acts  of  administration  in  Bishcm  Andrew's 
<  case,  and  every  other,  by  their  own  rules.  As  such  he  is  entitled  to  a  tbitnal  trial* 
I  and  cwnnot  be  deposed  by  any  other  process  that  does  not  involve  a  purely  extr^ 
\  indicial  proceeding.  I  protest  against  any  such  proceedinff ;  but,  if  driven  to  an 
mformal  defence,  i  leave  the  speaker  in  other  hands  as  to  his  constitntionel  aign- 
ment,  and  join  issue  with  him  on  the  ttiain  point  involved  in  the  merits  of  this  case, 
tiiat  Bishop  Andrew  is  guilty  of  improper  conduct,  and  that  e]q>ediency  requros 
that  he  be  silenced. 

The  substitute  now  under  consideration  coven  the  whole  groond  of  exiiediency 

spread  out  in  the  original  resolution.    It  adds  one  point ;  it  involves  a  oanstitatiooal 

question  also.    It  assumes  that  Bishop  Andrew's  present  position  tends  to  destroy 

I  a  ganend  superinteodency.    The  reverse,  I  shall  show  in  the  sequel,  is  true.    It 

was  sorely  not  the  desisn  of  the  Tenerable  merer.  Rev.  James  B.  Finley,  to  embar- 

nss  the  question  by  adding  a  new  point.    His  design  was,  no  doubt,  to  oeociiiato^ 

but  he  is  unfortunate  in  his  measures. 

To  sustain  m^  position,  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  not  acted'impropeily,  I  will  fiist 

'  ftiriefly  review  lus  conduct  in  the  premises.    A  firiend  died  some  short  time  after  his 

■      I  age,  to  send 
'  I  tniBt.    She 


appointment  ss  bishop,  and  left  him  a  girl  to  raise,  and,  at  a  given  aj 
her  to  Liberia,  if  she  would  consent  to  go.  He  fiiithfully  fulfilled  his  1 
__iL^   •. .        .    » .,  ,  .^  j^  property,  as  free  as  the  laws  c 

I  instuMse  he  inherited  a  boy,  by  the  death  of  his 


tefosed  to  go  to  Liberia,  and  remains,  his  property,  as  free  as  the  laws  of  the  stait 
iriU  pvfmit  her  to  be»    In  a  seoond  instuMse 
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wife;  he  hLm  is  «  free  aa  the  laws  of  the  state  will  pcnziit  fam  to  be.  In  a  thml 
inataiiee,  he  married  a  lady  who  was  the  owner  of  tutvea ;  andr  aa  he  dad  not  wiah 
to  become  their  owner,  and  for  domestic  reasons,  with  which  this  conference  haa 
nothing  to  do,  he  relinquished  at  once  the  legal  title  which  fell  to  him  by  hia  mar 
riage,  and  they  remain  the  property  of  her  to  whom  they  belonged  before  his  mar- 
riage. Now  I  mnintftm,  that  in  no  oSensiye  sense  is  Bishop  Andrew  a  slavefaolder ; 
that  is,  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Discipline  defines  a  slaveholder.  Two  attribntea 
mnat  attach  to  the  act  of  holding  this  property  to  make  it  offenaive  in  the  sense  of 
the  DisoipUne.  Fuat.  It  must  be  received  and  held  *with  an  iniention  to  enslave.  1 
Burely  Bishop  Andrew  did  not  do  this !  No  one  has  charged  him  with  it.  Second.  1 
The  person  holding  the  slave  must  of  purpose  omit  to  manumit,  when  by  doii»  so  1 
he  oonld  secure  his  freedom.  It  is  equally  certain  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  not  done 
this.  He  is,  then,  not  a  slaveholder  in  an  offenaive  sense.  An  ultrarabolitionist 
ahme  could  have  the  hardihood  to  pronounce  him  one.  It  is  only  preteiided  that 
he  is  *'  oonnected  with  slavery.'*  Literpret  this  by  the  offensive  terms  employed 
by  speakers,  and  &e  plain  meaning  of  me  offence  charged  is  simply  this :  thai  he 
married  the  lady  of  Am  ehoiee,  withoiU  ttofping  ta  eotuuU  the  t€ute»  and  aboktioH 
aJSniHes  of  New-England  Methodigta  !  And  for  this  he  is  to  be  dUhonoured  before 
the  world  ae  having  brought  a  etain  upon  Methodiem,  How,  mCf  is  this  likely  to 
be  recraved  at  the  south?  Must  there  not  come  up,  from  the  very  foundations  of 
aooiety,  one  united  voice  of  scathing  rebuke  f  It  is  in  vam  to  plead  that  this  course 
ia  called  for  by  reasons  arising  out  of  the  character  of  our  episcopacy  as  a  general 
auperintendency.  The  present  prosecution  follows  directly  on  the  heela  of  the 
■Baltimore  oase.  Mr.  Har^ng,  an  elder  only^  was  required  by  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference to  give  an  nnconditiiraial  pledge  that  he  would  manumit  alaves,  which, 
under  the  laws  of  the  state,  did  not  belong  to  him.  This  General  Conference  haa 
snatained  their  decision.  Bishop  Andrew,  who,  any  more  than  Mr.  Harding,  can- 
not move  in  the  matter,  if  he  would,  by  reason  of  the  laws  of  the  state,  must,  we 
are  told,  share  the  same  &te.  It  is  purely  an  abolition  movement  In  no  other 
light  can  it  be  received  at  the  south. 

Before  I  enter  further  into  this  discussion  it  ia  essential  to  my  plan  that  I  should 
define  the  position  of  parties  in  this  contBovervf .    That  one  of  them  resides  at  the 
south  is  not  denied.    These  parties  are  defined  by  geographical  lines  as  well  as  the 
principles  atstake.    I  speak  of  them  now  as  they  are  represented  on  the  floor  of  this 
conference.    The  southern  parly  are  composed  of  thirteen  annual  coOFerences:  Vir-  i 
ginia.  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Aldbama,  Holston,  KentucW}  Ten-  I 
neasee.  Memphis,  Misaiss^pi,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  and  Texas.    Why  the  Baltimofre  > 
should  be  left  out  of  this  category  the  delegates  from  this  conference  must  answer. 
^  (We  can  answer,  responded  many  voices.)    And  I  forewarn  you  that  you  will  have 
to  answer  it  to  the  members  and  other  citizens  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  within 
Tour  conference  bounds.    The  second  and  antagonist  jparty  are  not  distinguished 
by  geographical  limits.    They  are  spread  through  the  nee  states,  but  mainly  con- 
centrated within  the  New-England  conferencefr-«-foiir  in  number.    They  are  die-    . 
tingnished  by  principles  alone.    What,  sir,  ase  the  principles  which  distinguish   / 
tb^  as  antagonistic  to  the  south?    Their  own  speaken  have  well  defined  tbem.   ' 
They  have  told  us  how  the  wipposed  disaster  of  leaving  Bishop  Andrew  in  the  ex- 
eieise  of  his  episcopal  frmctions  is  to  operate  among  uiem.    Several  conferences, 
they  have  told  us,  will  refiise  to  have  Bishop  Anmew  preside  in  their  sessiona.  i 
Itfany  mimsters  and  members  of  the  Church  will  withdraw.    Now  to  whom  will  I 
these  characteristics  apply  7    Will  the  Baltimore  Conference  reftise  the  services  ol 
Bishop  Andrew  ?  I  cannot  allow,  sir,  that  the  delegates  of  this  conference  oonectly 
represent  their  conference  and  people  on  this  subject.    Indeed,  one  of  them  has 
assured  us  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  would  never  sttstain  any  opposition  to 
Bishop  Andrew.    The  veiy  locality  of  their  conference,  embracing  me  state  of  Ma- 
ryland and  a  large  territory  in  Virginia,  is  in  full  proof  ihat  it  it  eiiU  at  the  eomih, 
whatever  may  be  the  course  of  its  present  dele^atbn.    Will  the  Philadelphia  and 
New^Jersey  Confereqpes  refuse  the  servioes  of  Bishop  Andrew,  or  secede  f  Indeed, 
air,  no  man  will  affirm  this.    Not  even  the  zeal  of  broker  Winner  from  New-Jersey 
betrayed  him  into  a  hint  of  this  sort.     Well,  will  New-York  take  this  ground  t 
Although  brother  Sandfoid,  with  Drs.  Olin  and  Bangs,  have  clearly  affiliated  with 
the  opposition,  yet  sir,  New-York  Conference  vidU  not  take  this  position.    Who  will 
•ffiim  it?    Nor  will  the  Ohio  Conference  rsfhse  the  servioes  of  Bishop  Andrew. 
Brother  Hamline,  who  preceded  me  on  ^lis  subject,  may  go  thus  fer.    His  8i»eeeh 
jean  ago,  on  the  solgect  of  slavery^  so  stnm^y  chanoterizbig  him  aa  an  abeliSioB* 
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Tttf^anii  which  I  never  beard  of  his  Tetmtdnay^mKf  justify  tSik  opinioit.  He  m 
ea  eloqnezit  man — a  man  I  am  told  of  great  inSaence-Himd  may  draw  others  after 
him.  Bat  still,  sir,  I  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  Ohio  Canfeienoe  will  take  this  of- 
fensive atdtnde  toward  the  south  and  the  onity  of  the  Church.  ^  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  Indiana  and  Illinois  Conferences,  and  alsp  of  some  others,  I  have  no 
doubt.  Where  dien,  sir,  is  the  location  of  the  opposite  party  in  this  oontrovenyl 
We  are  at  no  loss  to  answer.  Their  memorials  are  upon  your  table,  by  dozens. 
They  are  chiefly  from  the  New-England  and  northern  conferences,  and,  with  mftm 
exeefiiotu,  from  npne  others.  And  what,  sir,  are  their  principles  7  Their  memo- 
rials explain.    They  define  them  to  be,  genuine  abohtionists.    (No !  No !  fitxn 

I  many  voices.)  Yes,  sir,  I  repeat  it,  they  are  abohtianists.  Do  they  not  substan- 
tially pray  for  just  what,  on  the  subject  of  slaveiy,  memorialisti  at  every  preeeding 
General  Conference  have  prayed  fori,   And  have  not  several  precedmg  General 

1^  Conferaoces  condemned  these  memorials  as  abolition  f    Have  they  not  donoonoed 

'  tiiem  in  strong  resolutions,  against  Orange  Scott,  the  former  leader  of  the  party  1 
•And  if  this  be  not  bo,  sir,  on  what  jgrounios  but  diose  of  pure  abolition  could  these 
persons  threaten  bo  great  an  indism^  to  a  bishop,  and  to  the  whole  southern  oaat- 
munity  7  None,  su^—none.  And  vrnither  will  they  go,  when  they  shall  wididraw-frooi 
ns  f  Why,  sir,  to  O.  Scott,  their  ibrmer  file4eader.  (No,  no,  with  emphasis,  remand- 
ed many.)  Well,  it  may  be  so.  One  thing  is  oertam,  you  affiliate  with  Scotton  the 
subject  of  slavery.    He  never  asked  more  or  less  than  you  ask  by  your  memorials. 

I  Ifs  only  an  inconsistency  that  you  so  harshly  condemn  Scott,  so  &r  as  slaveiy  is 
concerned.  Whether  then  they  unite  with  Scott's  party  or  set  up  for  themselves, 
the  principle  is  the  same— tret  arc  ▲bolitioitis'bs,  uNQtrssTioziAiLX  aboutiom- 
xsTs.  Who  that  listened  to  brother  Cass  from  New-Hampdiire,  and  Spencer  from 
iPitfesbnrg — ^too  h<mest  to  disguise  their  sentunentB— can  doubt  this  7  Abolitianisin, 
then,  sir,  of  the  M.  £.  Church  are  the  party  antagonist  to  the  south  in  this  case  ■ 
and  I  have  defined  their  locality,  with  out  a  few  exceptions. 
This  aimy  of  parties  leaves  many  conferences  as  represented  on  this  floor  wiii^ 

(out  classification.  What  then,  sir,  is  the  position  of  tnose  delegates  who  do  not 
reside  at  the  south,  and  who  would  not  reject  Bishop  Andrew,  nor  secede  from  the 
Church?  The^  have  defined  their  position  as  "middle  men,"—" conservatives f 
but  no,  sir,  then:  true  position  in  this  controversy  is  that  of  umpirss.  Yes,  sir,  thev 
are  the  umpir/i»  in  this  contest.  They  are  to  decide  the  issues  between  the  soula 
and  the  abolitkuiists.  Acoording  as  they  shall  give  their  votes,  virill  the  die  of 
wUon  or  dUunion  be  cast  Mtnf  I  be  permitted  to  remind  my  bredmen  of  the 
fearful  responsibility  of  their  position  7  If  it  be  supposed  that  we  of  the  south  and 
the  abolitionists  of  the  north  are  too  deeply  involved  to  allow  att  impartial  jud^- 
men^  your  position  does  not  thus  fer  acquit  you  of  responsibility;  yet  your  pos»> 
tbn  is  one  of  great  delicacy;  your  sjrmpathies  are  necessarily  involvod,  from  your 
local  relation  with  the  adverse  party.  Your  judgments  are  veiy  liable  to  be  en* 
tsn^Led;  you  have  great  need  of  caution.  U  evil  come  to^die  Church  from  the 
decision  in  this  case,  upon  you  will  fall  the  tremendous  responsibflity.  In  this  mh 
pect  of  the  subject  it  is  cause  of  no  litde  regret  that  many  of  you  have  ahpeadf 
affiliated  with  fzie  adversary;  nay,  by  the  positions  many  of  you  have  tAea  en 
this  "floor,  yon  stand  forth  as  Um  leaden  of  toe  adverse  party.  Instrad  of  oocnpy- 
injE  the  position  of  umpires,  you  are  alreai^  file-leaders  of  the  opposition ;  you  have 
ftul  greater  cause,  therefore,  to  pause,  taaa  deliberate  well  your  action. 

Now,  sir,  after  this  marshalhng  of  the  parties  in  this  contest,  and  vnth  a  dev 

view  of  the  offence  or  crime  for  which  the  sondi  is  sought  to  be  condemned  in  the 

charactbr  and  conduct  of  Bishop  Andrew,  let  me  remaiv,  that  our  opponents  mai»> 

tain  that  in  manying  the  lady  of  his  choice,  under  the  circumstances.  Bishop  A»> 

drew  **  acted  improperly.'*    That  the  General  Conference,  having  fuU  administra- 

tive  power,  earn  and  ourkt  to  depose  him — ^whether  it  be  provided  for  in  the  I^ 

dpline,  or  not.    Astounding  assumption  of  power !  To  state  it  is  to  refute  it.   And 

why,  me,  is  it  assumed?    Because  it  is  known  that  if  the  bishop  be  tried  bj  the  . 

Discipline  of  the  Church,  he  cannot  be  condemned.    We  of  the  sooth  mamtsaii 

.  that  he  stands  acquitted  by  die  Discipline,  and  that  to  oondemn  him  without  the 

forms,  or  toe  authority  of  our  rules,  is  not  only  ui^ust,  but  extra-judicial.    Let  ns 

Ixy  tins  issue. 

The  first  ground  on  which  the  abolitbn  argument  rests  the  charge  of  ^  improper 

.   condnot,"  is,  thai  by  kU  mmriag^e  he  hoi  rendered  kimse^  **  tmaecepiabW  U  m 

i   iarge  portion  of  the  north,  and  ehonid  therefore  be  deprived  of  hie  qiUe,    **  Onao- 

^  eeptabLef"  To  whom  7   Abohfaonirts^   WeU,  is  ^nnnoGeptability'' a  cause  of  itself 
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ttooQUfiokaaddBpoieaUibopI  8iippMell«w*E«8biid,aAni«irilewilli 
iMEetioal  doctrine  at  the jr  am  in  dw  Tarimu  ezpedienti  of  Infing,  had  eenenDy  (as  . 
indeed  amnr  did)  beoooM  MiUeritea,  and  henoe  had  pranonnced  all  oar  biahopa  ' 
^tUMoceptable,"  ahoald  we  iheraforo  depoae  them  all  to  ^ppeaae  thia  waywaid  ; 
nd  fimatiGal  temper  t    SurslT  not.    Is  he  indeed  '^nnacoeptablef"    Whose  findt 
if  itf    la  it  faia?    Or  is  it  tbeinf    How  is  this  question  to  be  tried!    Why,  by 
the  Discipline  of  lite  Choreh.    So  would  any  man  say,  it  appears  to  me,  who  had  i 
aot  taken  leave  of  his  senses,    if,  then,  Bidiop  Andrew  has  so  fin-  offended  aganut 
the  Discipline  of  llie  Chnichas  to  render  himself  puU^  **  mmoceptable,"  let  him 
go— I  ask  no  protection  for  hiuH-t  wOl  not  lift  a  finger  m  his  behalf.    But  has  he 
•o  offended  f  This,  sir,  is  die  tz«e  xsaoe,  with  every  one  but  brother  Hamline,  who 
maintains  that  this  bo^  has  jpower  to  condemn  withoat  law.    Has  he  thus  offendedf 
Does  he  hold  his  oflSce  in  violatiatt  of  Discipline  7    If  so,  let  it  be  taken  from  him. 
Diaciplitte,  page  195,  says,  "  No  slaveholder  shall  be  eligible  to  any  official  station 
in  our  Church  hereafter,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he  Uvea  will  admit 
of  emancipation,  and  pennit  the  liberated  slave  to  e^joy  fteedom."    The  further 
clause  of  DiscipUne  on  this  point  provides,  pqiedally,  that  the  preacher  who  shall 
become  connected  wkh  slavery  shall  liberate  his  slaves,  ''if  it  be  practicabW 
Bishop  Andrew,  it  is  said,  is  a  slaveholder.    Grant  it,  for  the  sake  of  armment. 
Have  you  not  been  assured  upon  the  highest  authority,  such  as  no  one  has  pre- 
teadea  to  doubt,  that  tiie  laws  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  in  which  he  lives^  do  net 
admit  of  emancipation  under  any  possible  or  conceivable  droumstanoes  whatever? 
Is  he  not  then  entided  to  office  uiMler  the  Discipline  of  the  Chuich  f   Bnt  what  dm 
mle  does  not  afford  to  the  oppositaon,  they  seek,  in  true  characteristic  style,  to 
anpplv  by  expedieutt.     Yes,  sir,  **  expediency**  we  are  told,  in  view  of  his  **  unac- 
Aeptability,"  requires  his  SepositioQ,  though  the  role  may  not  roquke  it     But,  Wt  i 
it  Be  observed,  that  this  rule  of  Discipline  is  not  merely  a  rule  ot  statute,  but  it  is  | 
a  eowtprovUst'   ttpeeiaUp  a  compromitt  act    It  ibnus  me  basis  o£amion  in  regaid  I 
to  slavexy,  on  the  princi^  of  compromise,  and  therefore  settles  the  whole  quet-  ' 
tion  of  expediency  in  zelalaon  to  the  eligibility  of  sUveholders  to  office  in  ^ 
Church,  and  hence  the  propriety  or  impropciety  of  the  conduct  of  an  officer  of  the 
Church  who  becomes  the  owner  of  slave  property. 

We  aay,  the  rules  in  regard  to  the  eligibility  of  slaveholden  to  office  in  the 
X^hurch  are  a  compromise— not  of  principloB,  on  the  part  of  the  sooth,  but  of  local 
interests  fanning  a  basis  of  unimi,  a  common  plationn,  on  which  the  <mpoaito 
,  parties  have  stooa  since  soon  after  the  oij^anization  of  the  Chjurch.  Let  us  look  to 
the  history  of  our  legislation  en  the  subject  for  the  proof.  From  Emory's  Histofy 
of  our  Discipline,  we  find  that  the  fint  rule  passod  on  the  subject  was  in  these 
words :  ''  Ought  not  this  confersBce  to  require  those  travelling  preachers  who  hold 
alaves  to  ^ve  promise  to  set  them  free  f  Anmoer.  Yes ;"  and  then  fofiows  a  fearful 
denunciation  of  slavery  and  slaveholders.  Here  the  grooad  is  taken  that  the 
preachers,  frcm  the  sunerintendent,  or  bishop,  as  he  is  now  called,  down  to  the 
licensed  preacher,  shall  wneondUionaUf,  without  regard  to  consequences,  maanndt 
his  slaves.  The  Christmas  conferenoe  of  1784,  at  which  the  Methodist  Episoopal 
Church  was  organised,  made  the  uneandUional  fnanvmig$ien  of  slaves  a  CoDditxMi 
of  membership.  The  slaveholders  residing  in  Virginia,  and  in  connection  with  the 
Methodist  Epiaeopal  Cfaoxch,  were  allowol  two  years  to  consider  whether  they 
would  comply  with  this  condition.  Slaveholden  in  all  other  sections  were  aUowea 
1>ut  one  year.  In  aiz  naonths  after  the  passaffe  of  this  •ewcondMcmcfsitembertkip, 
they  passed  a  lule,  which,  while  it  left  it  a  litde  modified  in  the  DiKipline,  sua- 
pended  its  operation  for  the  present,  dedaiing  that  it  **  would  do  harm,  insteial  of 
«pod."  In  1796,  twelve  years  after  this  new  term  of  membership  was  adopted, 
they  found^  that,  even  to  keep  it,  thoujrii  in  a  suspended  form,  in  the  book  of  Disci> 
pline,  was  productive  of  great  evil.  The]^  therefore  passed  a  resolution,  requeeting 
both  preacnen  and  ]^ople  deeply  to  consider  the  susgeot  of  nefgn  slavery,  and  to 
communicato  their  views  to  the  gnaning  General  Conference  which  was  to  convene 
in  1800.  At  this  period  the  confavence  adopted  llie  nde  which  now  stands  m  the 
Discdpline,  page  195,  ta  regmrd  to  preaehers  holdimg  9iame$.  The  offensive  coiidi> 
tion  of  membership  still  remained  in  the  DiscipUne  as  a  testimony  of  disapprobatioa 
antil  1808,  though  ito  operation  waa  suspended.  In  1816  tiie  eligibility  of  membert 
of  the  Church  to  ai^  office,  so  fiu*  aa  sUveiy  is  ooncemed,  was  estaUidied  on  tiia 
lenns  stated  in  the  nde^  as  it  now  stands  in  tbe  book  of  Discipline. 

Here,  sir,  let  it  be  briefly  noticed,  that,  aocording  to  this  sbo^ning,  in  1800  the 
p«N»yeoaded£Bom  the  atwaiggwiiad  taken  in  1780,  and  requirgd  of  proacham 
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odhr  a  eondUional  immiiiniMion,  tboa  l^a^W  ^ha  rale  of  Diaetpliiie  to  be  coBtralled 
in  ilB  applicati(m  by  tbe  legislation  of  the  diserent  state  legiBlataree.  In  1796  tfaey 
recedea  m)m  the  Strang  graiind  taken  in  1784  against  membeEB  holding  slsTes  ;  an^ 
in  1808  all  which  relatecf  to  pimte  memben  was  expunged  fiom  the  Discipline, 
and  in  1816  the  basis  of  compromise  was  completed.  These  &cts,  in  oonnectifln 
with  the  history  of  the  times,  will  show  our  present  rales  to  be  a  compromise;  ob 
the  part  of  the  sUveholding  membership  a  sacrifice  of  local  imteretU,  and  on  the 
part  of  the  non<fllayeholding  members  a  yielding  of  original  abolition  principles. 
The  first  ground  taken  in  regard  to  ministers  faoloing  slaves  in  1780  was  tfaeparcly 
abolition  action  of  uneandit$onal  manwitiUnon, ;  this  ground  is  clearly  yielaed  in 
the  condUUmtU  rvZe,  adopted  in  1800,  and  which  still  stands  in  the  Discipline.  The 
ground  first  taken  against  the  private  membership  was  equally  abolition  in  its  cfaa- 
meter.  This  was  yielded  in  1808,  by  expunging  i^  enaetmenU  on  the  salnect  firom 
the  book  of  Discipline.  Here  then,  sir,  was  an  entire  abandonmeut  of  ue  aboli- 
tion ground  fint  taken  by  the  Church. 

On  the  part  of  the  slaveholding  interests  there  was  also  a  conoesaian— not  of 
principle,  ?or  they  had  no  errors  to  compromi8e--but  of  great  local  interests.  The 
ground  just  taken  against  them  was  ibtmd  to  be  ruinous— it  was  little  short  of  an 
act  expelling  the  Methodist  Church  firom  a  slaveholding  community ;  and  aldiou^ 
ik»  conference  receded  irom  it  in  1796,  the  testimony  whic^  the  Church  still  bare 
upon  this  subject  by  letting  the  suspended  rule  remam  in  the  Discipline  was  fimnd 
to  be  attended  with  nothing  but  disaster.  And  the  &ot  is  that  botn  then  and  now. 
,  although  slavery  as  it  exists  in  America  is  an  evil,  as  I  was  finee  to  aUow  in  my  de- 
-  fence  of  Harding,  the  publication  of  that  fact  in  Uie  strong  terms  emj^oyed  in  tiie 
Discipline  was  never  calculated  to  accomplish  anythinj^  but  miscJiiefT  Bishop  Aa- 
bury,  whose  views  were  altogether  ultra  on  this  subjdbt  in  the  eariy  part  ci  bia 
life,  was  long  before  his  death  fuUy  convinced  of  it,  and  wis  fiiee  todecare,  it  waa 
a  great  piW  that  &e  Church  had  taken  any  action  upon  the  subject.  Yet  the  1»> 
gislation  of'^  1800  and  1816,  inclusive,  shows  that  this  pdint  was  fully  yielded,  and 
as  a  balance  against  the  concessions  of  the  tme  abolition  partp-,  it  was  allowed  that 
the  Discipline  should  declare  slavery  to  be  "  a  §|reat  evil."  Thus  the  non.a]aYe- 
holding  par^  claimed  that  the  Chuich  should  testify  against  the  ''  evil  of  slaveiy," 
uid  was  wiUing  to  submit  the  administration  of  tbe  rule  to  be  controlled  by  state 
legislation.  Toub  slaveholding  parly,  vei^  much  against  their  local  interaats  as  a 
Church— tending  only  to  pre^jucuce  them  in  the  public  nuDd—oonsented  that  the 
Discipline  should  testify  against  slavery  as  *<  an  evil,"  and  accepted  die  boon  tea* 
dered  them,  that  the  operation  of  the  itde  be  controlled  by  the  legislatures  of  thev 
ovm  states.  Thus  a  Msis  of  union  was  formed  between  these  opposing  parties— 
a  common  platform  on  which  they  could  each  stand  in  oominff  yean.  And,  sv,  ia 
it  inquired,  on  what  ground  does  this  compromise  rest  Y  The  answer  is  plain-** 
the  ground  of  expedinicy— Hif  sound  discretion— all  going  to  establish  die  policy 
of  the  Churoh  on  the  subject  of  slavery  to  be  this :  Aai  memben  thaU  he  eUpbU 
to  any  ojffice  in  the  Church  on  the  eondUione  elated  in  Ae  nde — ^it  being  onrr  o* 
this  ground  that  the  parties  could  harmonize  at  idl— only  on  this  ground  (if  the 
Church  took  any  action  upon  the  subject)  that  she  could  exist  at  ail  in  a  alave- 
holding  community. 

Now,  sir,  fix>m  this  pUdn  and  obvious  view  of  the  compromiae  rale  of  Diaciplios 
I  deduce  these  conclusionB  :•— 

Firsts  (in  regard  to  petitions  and  memoriala,)  the  whole  policy^  of  the  ChnrBk 
being  settled  by  compromise  on  the  Imsis  of  expedisncy,  dQ  petitions  and  memo- 
rials, whether  nom  the  north  or  the  south,  contemplating  any  action  on  the  subieot 
of  slavery,  should  be  at  once  laid  on  the  table,  or  returned  io  their  owners,  so  hmg 
as  this  compromise  rule  remains  in  the  book  of  Disoipline.  Any  serious  eonaide- 
ration  of  the  ultra  measures  of  memorialists  is  in  violation  of  good  &ith  to  the 
party  to  which  they  stand  oraosed. 

Second,  I  deduce  tins  oonolnsion  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew— if  he 
be  **  unacceptable"  to  the  i^litumists  and  to  tiiose  who  associate  with  them,  hf 
reason  of  his  having  such  connection  with  slavery  as  is  provided  ibr  in  the  oon»> 
promise  rule,  it  is  the  feult  of  thoee  to  whom  he  is  thus  "unacceptable."  Att 
•Uow  that  his  case  is  within  the  provisions  of  this  rule.  Tkefihea,  and  not  Bisliop 
Andrew  or  his  friends,  must  suffer  the  conseanenoes  of  his  **  unacoeptability.^' 
BeQ[ardiDg  this  body  as  an  assembly  of  grave  divmes,  bonni  to  observe  their  owa 
legislation  on  the  subject  of  slavery ,  /mocNfaia  that  mi  Iheee  eonehuionef  jrov  mre 
ketdtoe  wien  tf  conecienetf  by  eherde  etnmf&r  thtmthewUhiofSmmeemy  Qrhm$k§ 
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9f  iron  tMd  tUel,    If  with  the  meaber  from  OHo  you  froe  jaanetvbB  ftom  tibe  ocm-   / 
Mientioas  duty  of  observing  yoar  own  roles  >  on  me  subject  of  slarer^r,  then  you 
«r8  under  no  restramt^^you  are  lavidleflB.    The  caprioe  of  a  reckless  m^ority  is  the 
itw  of  the  Church. 

The  second  eromid  on  which  it  is  sought  to  convict  Bishop  Andrew  of  "im- 
proper conducr'  is,  that  by  becoming  connected  with  slavery,  ne  has  violated  the 
**  iettled  voUc$  of  the  Church."  But  what  is  our  policy  in  relation  to  ministen 
holding  slaves  7  It  is  settled  in  the  compromise  nue.  No  one  has  affirmed  that 
^  fab  case  does  not  fall  within  the  provisions  of  this  role.  Then  his  present  position 
is  in  perfect  humony  with  the  "  settled  poUcy"  of  the  Church  as  defined  in  the 
compromise  rule.  The  mover  of  the  original  resokitioni  Bev.  <  A.  Griffith,  of  Bal- 
timore, did  not  sorely  have  diis  in  view.  He  no  doubt  me^nt,  by  the  "  settled 
policy  of  the  Church,"  the  motives  winch  usually  influenced  members  in  votingfor 
oishops.  Strange  source,  to  be  sure,  to  look  to  for  the  poli<rv  of  the  Church !  But 
he  is  quite  as  unfortunate  as  unwise  in  this  appeal  to  the  policy  of  the  Church !  I 
present  him  a  dilemma.  The  members  of  me  General  Conference  of  1832,  who 
voted  for  James  O.  Andrew  as  a  southern  man,  to  be  bishop,  eUher  did  io,  on  th$ 
ftineiple  of  the  compbomisk  rule,  or  theff  did  not :  tf  they  did^  Bishop  Andrew 
"was  then  AecXed.  on  the  principles  of  the  compromise  role,  and  he  is  not  an  offender 
amnst  the  principles  oT  his  election^  bebanse  his  present  position  in  relation  to 
alaverr  is  within  uxe  provisions  of  this  role,  as  no  one  denies,  ff  they  did  nai^ 
then  they  deceived  the  southern  portion  of  the  Church,  by  publishing  to  the  world, 
IB  the  Book  of  Discipline,  that  the  basis  of  compromise  laid  in  the  rule  on  slavexy 
■liopld  govern  their  eleidons.  Hence  either  Bishop  Andrew  is  not  an  offender 
against  the  principles  on  which  he  vras  elected,  or  those  who  elected  him  were 
deceivers.  Mr.  Griffith,  and  his  friends  who  voted  with  him  in  decting  Bishop 
Andrew  in  1882,  may  take  ^uch  horn  of  the  dilemma  they  please. 

The  third  ground  on  which  this  «:i:^a  (proceeding  is  based  is,  that  his  present 
position,  as  a  slaveholding  bishop,  "  is  in  violation  m  the  usage,"  or  oonmion  law    ; 
of  the  Church.    Dr.  Olin,  whom  I  regret  to  know  has  avowra  himself  against  us   i 
in  this  controversy,  has,  nevertheless,  agreed  with  Dr.  Winans  in  setting  aside  this 
position,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  an  omission  to  elect  a  slaveholder  a  bishop  is 
no  proof  that  it  ii  the  usage  of  the  Chureh  that  a  slaveholder  shall  not  be  bishop. 
But,  sir,  it  is  not  with  arguments  of  this  kind  I  seek  to  engage  your  attention,  but 
xuther  vrith  the  law  in  the  case.    In  civil  jurisprudence  the  common  law  is  neces- 
larily  subordinate  in  autiiority  to  the  statute  law.    So  in  ecclesiastical  adndsustra- 
tions,  the  common  usage  must  yield  to  the  specific  rule  of  Disdj^line.   Consequently, 
if  there  be  a  usage  among  us  which  violates  the  plain  provisions  of  the  rule  on    . 
slavery,  it  should  be  given  up  as  contraiy  to  Methodist  disciplme.    Hence,  if  there 
be  such  a  usage  as  that  contended  for  so  earnestly  by  speakers,  it  is  of  no  authority 
ataQ. 

The  fourth  ground  taken  is  this :  **  Bishop  Andrew  was  nominated  by  our  eouihem 
brethren^  and  elected  by  the  General  Conference  of  1832,  €u  a  candidate^  who, 
though  Uiwng  amidet  a  slaveholding  populaHon,  was  nevertheless  free  from  aU  eon* 
neetion  with  slavery :"  hence  it  is  maintained,  "•  that  his  present  position  is  in  vuh 
iation  of  good  faith"  Before  I  discuss  this  objection,  so  much  relied  on  by  the 
member  nom  Baltimore,  I  must  remark  on  the-  coane  and  offensive  terms  in  whkfa  ) 
Bishop  Andrew,  and  even  Mrs.  Andrew,  has  been  alluded  to,  by  spiers  on  tins 
floor  imd  elsewhere.  I  will  give  /on  a  cose.  In  prosecuting  my  duties,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  sub-committee,  I  met  with  the  following  record  in  the  jotunals  of  an  an- 
nual conference,  for  widch  it  is  now  proposed  to  sacrifice  the  south.  A  member  of 
tiie  body  was  charged  before  the  conference  with  having  stipulated  to  marry  a  lady 
while  his  wife  was  supposed  to  be  lying  at  the  point  of  death.  HIb  wife,  howevetv 
recovered,  and  his  adulterous  purposes  were  d^sated.  The  confefenoe  found  Mm 
guilty  of  a  great  imprudence,  and  otUy  suspended  him  for  oiri  year^  makbg  pro* 
vision  at  the  same  tune,  by  a  committee,  tor  the  conditional  removal  of  the  sus- 
pension. I  need  hardly^  add,  sir,  that  so  total  a  want  of  everything  like  a  just  and  ^ 
delicate  sense  of  propriety  to  the  marriage  relation  as  woiud  dictate  so  mild  a  j 
censure,  in  so  flagrant  an  instance  of  infidelity,  may  well  ^wlogize  to  Bishop  A» 
drew  and  his  friends  for  all  the  coarse  and  indelicttte  allusions  to  himself  ana  lady 
from  a  quarter  like  tlas. 

Bat  to  return:  it  has  been  well  established  before  this  conference,  by  Dr. 
Winans,  tiiat  Bishop  Andrew  was  not  nominated  by  the  southeAi  delegation,  hi 
l(MZ-    He  was,  however,  by  s^  sontiiem  member^Dr,  Capers.    I  am  ^e  this 


141  Bdm$mti$ 

tnofber  tm  ttpology,  sir,  and  i  take  this  oocadoti  id  tar  to  Um/tfiat  I  w«%  lalft  Ui 
ezplaoAtloii  yeateitlay,  under  the  imprefleion  that  he  was  a  little  tnuoit  to  hb 
aoathem  brethren,  m  nominating  Biifaop  Andcew.  For  this  reason,  and  dus  alone^ 
I  did  not  nnite  with  him  in  the  election  of  Bishop  Andrew.  I  am  h^ipy,  htrti^ 
ever,  to  acknowledge  the  iiqnatice  I  did  thge  doctor;  bnt  I  aaaare  him,  air,  he  baa 
nerer  been  denied  a  warm  place  in  my  affections,  aa  a  Chtisfaan  brother,  ff 
Bishop  Andrew  was  elected  on  the  gronad  that  he  was  not  a  alav^iQlder,  he  has 
assnred  as,  that  it  was  from  no  pledge  given,  or  in  any  way  antfaorised  by  hin^ 
diat  he  would  not  become  one.  Neith^  doe$  ki$  potUion  at  pre$eni,  jir,  vioUtIg 
any  obligation  implied  in  hit  eleetion.  He  was  elected,  it  is  well  known,  becanae 
lie  resided  in  a  slaveholding  state,  and  he  was  expected  to  contimie  to  reaida 
there.  Now,  sir,  can  it  be  sapposed  that  the  Genenu  CcufeieBee,  of  1839,  was  so 
imbecile  of  mind,  as  not  to  have  known,  at  the  time  of  his  eleetKni,  ikaX  fitom  Ua 
▼erv  location  and  cironmstances  he  was  at  all  times  liable  to  beocane  conaeeted 
with  slavery,  by  the  death  of  friends,  or  by  marriage ;  and  that,  in  all  human  pr»> 
babilitjr,  he  would  become  so  comiected,  in  process  of  time  7  In  view  of  tikis  obnoni 
probability  he  was  elected.  And  let  me  remind  yon,  that  they  were  often  told  of 
ttieae  Habilitiea.  I,  myself,  urged  them  as  a  reason  why  they  should  dect  the  ii^ 
dividual  whom  I  pr^erred,  on  ue  ground  of  his  being  a  slaveholder.  The  answer 
nanally  given  was  a  very  natural  one.  We  will  elect  Andrew  in  preference  to  one 
.who  is  a  slaveholder,  because  it  will  secure  a  mon  harmonious  vote  in  the  nor^ 
and  west;  and  if  he  should  become  connected  with  slavery,  as  yon  state,  and  aa 
we  allow  he  may  be,  why  then  it  will  be  in  the  providence  of  God,  and  £au  within 
the  provisions  of  the  com|>romise  rule— <«)ui  we  mutt  ntbwUt  to  it.  They  would 
Ihen  turn  my  argument  upon  me,  and  urge  me  to  vote  for  Andrew  in  the  spirit  el 
conciliation.  And  now,  sir,  since  this  rfesult  has  transpired—^  result  which  achool* 
boys  could  have  forecast,  and  in  view  of  which  (unless  yon  supnose  the  conleceBoe 
of  1832  distinguish^  b^  the  merest  imbecility^  James  O.  Andrew  was  elected— 
ytnH  you  now  censure  lum  f — will  you  now  seek  lo  degrade  him  7  A^-Mmd  vritk 
a  rudeness  of  langua^,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  can  scarcely  admit  of  ajKilogy  ^ 
•—will  you  seek  to  mvade  the  peace  of  as  pure  a  heart  aa'ever  throbbed  in  iSe ' 
breast  of  man— 4iy  charging  him  with  a  violation  of  plis^ted  &ith7  O  ahame^ 
ahame,  where  is  tiiy  blum !  What  but  the  grossness  of^a  fanaticism  which  knowa 
no  shun6  could  demand  of  him  a  violation  ^his  vewa  of  consecration  to  the  office 
of  bishop  in  the  Churoh  of  God ! 

It  is  in  vain,  sir,  to  plead  in  defence  of  this  most  unwarrantable  proceeding,  thai 
^be  eoneiituiional  feature  of  our  episcopacy,  viz.,.  that  it  shall  be  a  general  sapel> 
intendency,  demimds  that  he  should  desist  from  the  duties  of  his  office.  If  a 
bishop  who  has  violated  no  rule  of  Disciidiae,  but  who,  on  ■  the  oontraiy,  oocopiea 
die  ground  provided  for  him  bv  a  specific  rule  of  the  Disciplines— if  he  may  be  do^ 
posed  at  the  mere  caprice  of  the  comerence,  because  he  is  unacceptable  to  these 
who  themselves  abandon  the  Diacipline— then  mas  another,  and  anotLer  be  deposed, 
for  similar,  or  other  oauses  of  diasatiB&ctkni ;  and  thus  mav  the  entire  office  be  de- 


raoess  of  the  sessions  of  General  Ceoferenoe,  expired  with  Bishop  Asbury.  N« 
ana  since  his  davhas  done  this.  Bishop  Bedding  has  notvisited  the  southern  coB' 
fbrences,  if  at  au,  not  more  than  once  in  twenty  yean*  Is  he  less  a  general  snpeV' 
intendent  for  this  7  A  general  superintendency,  as  interpreted  by  ue  practkse  of 
late  yean^  implies  eligibility  to  preside  in  any  conference,,  but  an  actual  preaidency 
only  where  prudence  demands  it.  If,  sir,  it  was  the  desi^  of  th6  mover  of  die  eolk 
stitote,  to  sonen  the  harsher  features  a£the  original  resolution,  by  proposing  a  milder 
eoorte,  why  not  avoid  all  censure  of  Bishop  Andrew  7  He  has  violated  no  rule  ef 
Discipline— ccnnjpromitted  no  principle.  If  regrets  must  be  expressed  by  reeohuion, 
do  not  the  mischielB  which  our  opponents  have  made  to  arise  out  of  Bislk^  Andrew's 
relation  to  alavery  fnniish  sufficient  reasons  for  expressing  them  7  Why  oensora 
him  who  has  done  no  wrong  T  Then  kt  your  action,  ff  yon  must  act  at  all,  confoniB 
te  this  view  of  tiie  subject  And  thooeh  you  should  append  a  request  that  he  free 
himself  frvm  his  present  ration  to  alaveiy,  *'  if  it  be  praetUabUr'*  we  could  not 
absolutely  object  to  it^-at  least  the  consequences  would  not  be  so  serious^  Thv 
would  leave  mm  to  serve  the  southern  cofderenoes'for  the  next  four  yean,  on  the 
around  of  expediency,  and  ibus  relieve  the  difficulty  of  which  so  loud  a  oam|ila]Bt 
li  made.    But^  sir,Jr  the  abolitionists  contmue  to  z|geGt  this  plan,  by  which  Bvho^ 
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Adblwr  oan  tie  no  ftoaoyviioe  to  Ihem— if  they  will  persist  in  censoring  liim  by  a 
VMolation,  which  the^  wish  to  be  ondentood  as  mandatory,  however  softened  the 
iMe  of  expression— 18  it  not  clear  that  it  is  a  decided  abohtion  measure  f  And  if 
Uiose  whom  I  hare  designated  as  our  umpires  in  this  case  shoold  affiliate  with  Hie 
movers  of  this  measore,  dj  supporting  their  most  unreasonal^  pretentions,  do  they 
not  make  the  Church,  in  this  act  of  administration,  at  least,  a  decided  abolition 
Church  1  In  what  other  light,  sir,  can  we  undentand  the  ado^on  of  the  substi-  / 
tnte,  or  the  original  resolution,  under  these  eireunutanees  T  WUl  not  die  decision 
dearly  aenmef  thai  itkile  the  episeoptU  office  ie  ^filled  by  an  individual  who  holde 
flavetj  Under  any^  eWeumetoneea  whatever-^however  justifiable  thoee  cireuvutauee^ 
mof  be  in  themsehee-^the  Church  manUains  therein  <m  uhhaUofOed  connection  unth 
ehnerf^  that  should  notj  and  vill  not^  be  toletated ! 

I  feel  fully  assured,  sir,  that  I  express  the  deliberate  and  most  solemn  conviction 
of  every  southern  man  on  this  floor,  in  tile  three  statements  which^I  here  make :— * 

1.  The  adoption  of  either  the  substitute  or  the  original  resolution  would  be  in  . 
fhe  highest  degree  proBcriptive->-a  most  humiliating  deeradation  of  the  whole  I 
southern  ministiy--'reckless  of  the  character  and  feelings  of  the  membership  of  the 
Church  amon^  whom,  and  the  citizens  of  the  states  within  which,  we  live  and 
kbour;  such  as  must  materially  impair  our  standing  md  means  of  usefulness. 
How,  sir,  can  we  avoid  these  results  7  You  place  us  in  direct  connection  with 
an  abolition  Church— a  fimaticism  at  once  the  grief  of  the  pious,  and^tiie  scorn  of 
ttie  wicked,  among  whom  we  live. 

2.  That,  in  the  more  southern  conferences,  submission  to  such  an  act  of  proscription 
will  put  in  jeopaMy  all  our  missions  among  the  slaves,  and,  sooner  or  later,  obse 
tito  door  of  nsemlness  to  a  large  portion  of  the  coloured  population.  For  the  truth 
of  this  I  more  particulariy  appeal  to  my  esteemed  finend.  Dr.  Capers,  the  member 
fiom  South  Carolina.  (Dr.  Capers  assumed  the  truth  of  the  statement)  Yes,  sir, 
no  one  acquainted  with  the  fects  caia  doubt  tile  truth  of  tiie  statement  I  hope,  shf. 
we  shall  hear  from  Dr.  Capers,  in  detail,  upon  tins  point  With  this  view,  I  vnQ 
not  seem  to  forestall  him  by  any  further  remaiks.  I  am  sure  that  his  statements, 
as  the  superintendent  of  thefle  missiens,  will  be  entitied  to  &r  more  credit  than  any* 
ttdng  I  could  say. 

3.  That,  sooner  than  submit  to  results  so  &tal  to  our  prospects  as  an  impeiiBnt     ^ 
portion  of  the  Churdh,  and  our  means  of  usefulness  amonff  the  ooloored  ^people 
especially,  a  division  of  our  ecclesiastical  confederation  would  become  a  high  and  { 
solemn  duty— a  duty  to  which  we  stand  pledged  by  the  sacredness  of  our  character  f  ' 
as  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  our  fiaehtT  to  the  states  within  which 
we  live.    This  General  Conference  I  am  aware,  sir,  nas  no  authority  direotiy  to 
effect  this  separation.    This  subject  must  go  back  to  the  ornnic  bodies  we  repre- 
sent, and  to  the  people— -the  membership  of  the  Church-— who  must  be  consulted, 
and  whose  voice  must  be  regarded  as  an  antiioritative  decirion,  from  which  there 

is  no  appeal. 

AHow  me  to  remaric,  sir,  that  we  are  i^aoed  in  a'  feiae  position  when  we  are  re- 
presented as  the  friends  of  disunion.  No,  sir;  we  are  the  friends  of  union.  We 
stsnd  on  the  grand  conservative  |»latform  Udd  by  our  &then  in  the  book  of  Disci-  ' 
pline.  As  long  as  yon  wiQ  permit  us  to  occupy  this  gronnd,  in  peace,  we  are  con- 
tented and  happy.  But  allow  me  to  assure  you,  that  we  have  no  more  inheritsnob 
among  you  when  you  shall  have  driven  us  nrom  this  ground.  Demolish  this  piat- 
fbrm,  and  we  are  no  longer  <me  of  you.  But,  sb,  vre  are  told  the  north  do  not 
desire  to  dissolve  our  union.  With  what  degree  of  fhvour  oan  we  receive  t^ 
tosnrance  7  Shall  a  man  who  approaches  a  powder  magazine,  with  a  glowing  oimI 
of  fire  hi  his  hand,  which  he  vows  it  is  his  purpose  to  oast  into  it^^hall  he  tell  na 
that  he  does  not  intend  to  produce  an  explosion /-«i-tiiat  he  seriously  deprecates  so 
ereat  a  disaster !  If  brethren  be  governed  by  the  motives  which  they  claim  tar 
memselves— *if,  as  they  say,  it  is  indispensable  to  their  existence  that  they  get  rid 
.  of  Bishop  Andrew-**have  we  not  a  right  to  claim,  as  tiiey  have  the  mqonty  in  thli  / 
case,  that  thoy  propose  a  friendly  separation  at  once  7  In  this  plain  state  of  the  oase,  i 
why.  sir,  is  it  sought  to  drive  us  to  desperate  results?  Is  it,  after  all,  true,  that  thib 
whole  affair  is  a  mere  stroke  of  policy  7  When  I  came  to  this  place  I  was  assured 
tint  Bishop  Andrew  wa^  to  be  depoaed ;  and  that  "  if  the  soum  should  go  off  in  n  ^ 
pet,"  ihey  would  do  it  at  the  sacrifice  of  their  interestin  the  property  of  tlM  Churdk, 
of  which  it  was  thought  there  was  no  cause  for  alarm.  Why,  sir  f  can  it  be  serionsiT 
maintained  that  a  question  of  dellan  and  cents  shallbe  an  elemententeringinto  the  cal 
culation  whether  or  not  we  shaU  exist  at  all  at  the  soutii,  as  i^  Churoh  7  How  cbSUIili ' 


144  Detrnttntikt 

T  ^-w  -^  i^ ^^  A^  u — g>  ^  ^ —  js^^g^^  f'^'T — ^  *^'*  ^^  "^r  r'tTMf 

our  bretoren  to  make  an  iMue  with  us  iboat  a  pro  rtUa  &mmoa  of  the  piopcrtjcf 
the  Church,  we  are  competent  to  lay  an  h^onction  upon  erery  proas  and  book-storo 
yon  have,  until  the  courts  of  the  land  shall  determine  who  are  the  M.  £.  Chnrob, 
and  which  of  the  adyerse  parties  are  entitled  to  the  property.  I  am  happy,  how- 
ever, to  learn — and  I  credit  the  statement — ^that  the  good  sense  and  piety  of  tha 
body  will  save  ns  firom  any  snch  results. 

But,  sir,  I  will  mention  another  delusion  which  seems  to  have  entered  into  die 
calculations  of  some.  It  is  sujpposed,  we  fear  a  dissolution  of  the  confederalioii  of. 
the  states  will  follow  a  separation  of  our  ecclesiastical  ,union,  and  that  we  shall  be 
involved  in  a  civil  war  with  the  north,  on  account  of  our  slaves ;  and  hence  wiB 
submit  to  any  measure  of  proscription  that  this  conference  mar  dictate.  Sir,  no- 
thing can  be  more  absurd.  Science  and  religion  have  advanced  too  fur  in  parallel 
lines  to  allow  of  this  result  Science  has  so  multipled  the  agents  of  destruction, 
that  wars  hereafter  must  prove  to  be  measures  litde  short  of  exterminatinn  on  both 
sides.  Christian  nations  cannot  fall  upon  measures  of  this  sort  Keli^pont  even 
among  fanatics,  vnU  foibid  it  Differences  must  be  settled  by  n^tiation.  Tb« 
evils  to  be  dreaded  in  the  political  world  are  the  tyranny  of  majorities,  and  the 
desolating  footsteps  of  the  lawless  mob.  Our  ecclesiastical  union,  sir,  ousht  to 
exert  a  hajgigj  influence  on  the  political  union.    Harmonizing  as  we  should  di>«M 

I  and,  as  I  hope,  we  will  yet  do— our  influence  would  be  highly  conservative.  Bul^ 
sir,  it  may  not  surprise  you  when  I  say,  that  things  are  hastimiug  to  that  crisis 
amon^  us,  when  our  separation  becomes  neoessaiy  to  preserve  our  political  union. 
Yea,  sir,  southern  Methodists,  and  politicians  in  and  out  of  the  Church,  need  only 
to  Imow  the  fiuits  to  change  their  opinions— 'l<»g  cherished,  perh^w— as  to  the  pre- 
eent  conservative  character  of  the  Methodist  general  union.  What,  sir,  are  the 
fiwsts  T  Is  it  not  true,  that,  if  the  abolition  excitem^t,  so  fiital  t5  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  the  whole  oountiy,  did  not  originate  among  northern  Methooists,  that  it 
Das  been  chiefly  cherished  by  the  members  and  ministers  of  our  Church  f  For  the 
last  twelve  vears  this  agitation  has  been' increasing  in  that  section.  And  this  boc^ 
(the  General  Conference)  has  concentrated,  once  in  eveiy  four  yean,  the  whole  of  ihs 
excitement,  and  flnnn  this  point  it  has  diffused  itself  to  agitate  and  afflict  the  whole 
country.  Thus  have  a  northern  fection,  by  abolition  lecturett  professedly  to  operate 
iipon  &e  General  Cot^ereneCj  been  able  to  multiply  their  petitions  and  memorials 
to  congress  and  the  diflerent  state  legislatures.  Witliout  the  pretext  which  you  have 
afforded  them,  their  efforts  had  been  poweriess.  But,  sir,  throngh  this  General 
Conference  the  whole  country  has  felt  the  bl<^w.  of  an  unknown  hand.  Yes,  sir,  I 
repeat,  you  are  fest  losmg  your  conservative  character  and  influence.  By  jemn  of 
departure  from  the  plain  duties  which  appertain  to  you  as  a  council  of  Chrisoan  min- 
isten,  to  discuss  ana  settle  the  great  ana  perplexing  question  of  American  slavery— 
a  qneeUon  which  belongs  exclusively  to  our  national  counciUf  and  one  which  sUtte^ 
men  of  the  greatest  dSsHnetion  touch  with  a  trembling  haud^-yaa  are  rendering 
▼ounelves  odious  to  the  political  union.  Andrew's  case  and  Haiding's  case  are 
bat  incidents  in  this  view  of  the  matter.  No,  su:,  any  inteiference  vvhatever,  on 
▼our  wurt,  witiii  this  question,  is  insufferable.  The  political  interests  of  the  coontiy 
lorbia  it;  and  will  sooner  or  later  demand,  that  all  ecclesiastical  bodies,  who  shall  thus 

I  abuse  the  design  of  their  union,  sAofl^edMso/ved.  If  we  cannot  maintain  our  union 
upon  a  mora  harmonious  basis,  we  cannot  safely  have  it  at  alL    It  entered  into  my 

.    plan,  on  this  occasion,  to  diow  that  this  whole  measure  was  sustained  by^  a  &lse 

flympathy  for  the  negro  race  in  this  country ;  that  the  present  and  prospective  oo»> 

cation  of  our  country  requires,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  conservative  mfluenoe  of 

|the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    Yes,  sir,  that  the  cause  of  Christ— the  cause  <^ 

.human  salvation — and  its  bearing  upon  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  our  polili' 

:  oal  confederation,  demand  that  we  Busband  our  resouroes  as  a  Clinrch— that  we 

i  ooncentrate  our  influence  upon  the  one  great  object  of  spreading  Scrq>ture  holineas 

j  over  these  lands— tf4€  only  legiUmate  object  of  ecclesiastical  legislation.  ^  I  intended 

I  to  show  that  any  departure  finom  this  appropriate  field  of  laboui^-«nv  interfefrenoe 
with  the  vexed  question  of  slavery— was  fetal  to  ns  as  a  Church— fetal  to  the  canse 
of  Christ,  and  perilous  to  the  Ubeities  of  the  countiy.  But,  sn*,  I  have  been  so  bonie 
down  by  the  protracted  excitement  of  this  occasion— end  vridial  have  already  occn 
pied  so  much  of  your  attention,  that  I  must  take  my  seat,  tendering  yoa  my  thanks 
tor  the  indulj^ence  you  have  so  patiently  extended  me. 

Mr.  Hamhne,  having  declined  to  inteimpt  Dr.  Smith  while  on  the  floor,  now 
■skod  and  obtained  leave  to  explain. 
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fmt  Br.  Saach  tays  '«he  [Mr.  Hax&lioe]  bnni|fat  ytm  to  the  ooadnaloii  that 
Biihop  Andrew  had  acted  impropeily." 

Am.  I  did  not  name  Bishop  Andrew  or  any  other  biibop.    I  intended  to  argne^ 
luxttoaecwe;  andif  Icanieayoa  to  thatoondiifion,asheaayB,whetheritwiuby  I 
a^nment  or  not,  it  could  not  have  been  by  confident  anertion,  aa  to  Biahop 
Andrew^a  <eoBdaot 

Seoirad.  I  argned  that  a  biahop  may  be  displaced  at  the  di$ereiiono{ihe  confet^ 
ence,  when  in.  their  opinion  it  beoomea  "  neceMorf/^*  on  account  of  improper  con-  | 
«faiet,  andy  I  mi^t  have  laidr  without  improper  conduct  on  fak  part,  bo  &r  as  coi^ 
wHiuiional  retirietiont  are  eoncemed. 

Thiid.  I  nerer  aaid,  as  brother  Smith  affinns,  that  the  admimatrative  powers  of 
•this  eonfbienoe  are  '*abeolttte."    I  said  they  were  **amifr9me*^^    Absolute  means    I 
**woi  ^<m»d."    This  conference  ia  bound,  in  all  its  powem,  whethet  legislaiiye,  / 
judicial,  or  exeoutihre,  by  oonstitntional  restrictiDns.  .  '^.Si^seme"  means  thttt 
wh3e  acting  within  its  constitutional  limits,  its  decisions  aie  final,  and  aU-cea* 


Foinftfa.  As  to  my  use  of  the  word  legislative,  the  hypevcriticiam  of  brother  Smith 
would  apply  to  the  use  of  the  tenn  judicial  with  ecjnal  force ;  lor  properly  the 
oonfareBce  faaa  neither  the  fanctions  of  a  legislatare  nor  of  a  conit.  I  used  the 
term  aa  it  is  used  every  five  or  ten  nunutea  by  all  around  me.  And  it  is  amusmg 
tibat  brother  Smith  should  ha^e  feUen  into  the  very  &shion.  for  which  he  reproves 
me.  He  said  if  the  conferenoe  doea  this  "  U  €tetg  above  law"  Now  where  there  ff 
is  no  leoalation  thervcan  be  so  law.  I  conmieiid  to  linn,  in  tom,  the  reportof  * 
1828,  which  haa  long  been  iiuniliw  to  me,  and  of  which  I  n»oet  cordially  approve ; 
yet  I  presume  that  he,  as  well  as  m^li^  wiU  contisue  to  use  the  cmly  convenient 
itenns,  iegislaUon.  and  law,  to  distmguish  one  dass  of  conferenoe  powers  from 
enother. 

Fifkh.  As  to  the  aaaertian  that  the  analogy  between  bidic^  and  inferior  officem 
will  not  hold,  beoense  this  conference  is  not  responaible  hr  its  action  aa  removing 
o6ioer8  are;  I  answer— l^his  conference  is  reaponsible  to  the  constitution,  ana 
Sf  it  wished  to  bind  itself  not  to  remove  a  bishcp,  it  could  callon  &e  annual  con-  t 
ferences  to  aid  it  in  assuming  a  constitutional  restriction.    Not  having  done  so,  / 
piroves  that  it  intends  to  hold  this  power,  and  execute  it  when  necessary. 

Sixth.  As  to  the  abolition  addriBss  charged  on  me,  the  conferenoe  may  be  suy^ 
prised  to  lesonu  that  it  was  e  colonization  address ;  and  was  so  acoepteble  that  tba  || 
Colonization  Society  in  Zanesville  published  it  in  pamphlet  form.  Moreover,  a  ' 
friend  of  mine  forwarded  a  copy,  without  my  knowledge,  to  Mr.  GurJey,  of  Waab- 
ington  City,  who  noticed  it  with  unmerited  commendBtion  in  the  African  Bepost* 
tocy,  the  official  organ  of  the  American  Coloniaalion  Society,  and  gave  extracts  ef 
it  to  ^  pnblie.  Surely  the  brother  iatoo  magnanimDua  tomve  attempted  to  coua- 
teract  the  force  of  my  axgnmesit  by  nusrepresenting,  and  rendering  me  personaUgr 
odious.  As  to  my  exerting  my  slender  iniluenoe  for  evil  ends  at  hcnie,  1  must  sub- 
mit to  be  judged  by  my  own  conference,  who  will  know  how  to  estimate  the  valoe 
and  the  motive  of  the  insinuation. 

TUESDAY,  MAY  28. 

Mr.  J.  A.  ColHns,  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  who  had  got  possession  of  the 
floor  on  Monday,  a  few  minutes  previous  to  adjournment,  contiuued  his  address. 
He  commenced  by  speaking  of  tne  aiamung  cnais  that  had  arrived  in  the  history 
of  the  Church,  and  said  he  would  give  his  reaaons  for  coming  to  the  conclusion  at 
which  he  had  arrived.  He  oontewtod  that  itwas  the  usage  of  the  Church  to  oppose  i 
having  a  dbyebdiding  bishop,  and  thought  the  axguments  made  use  of  against  it  were 
most  unfortunate.  He  thouabt  there  was  nodsmf  er  of  the  Church  following  in  the 
footsteps  of-  the  Papal  Churon,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Longstreet 
'  Bir.  Lon|)Btreet  explained. 

Mr.  Colhns  had  no  doubt  the  brother  waa  right-*-there  was  no  danger;  it  waa 

Suite  the  other  way— ell  the  operations  tended-  to  para  ofi*  thepower  of  the  bishops 
I;  waa  aho  said  that  by  passing  this  reeolution,  the  punishment  inflicted  upon  we 
biahop  was  greater  thful  that  inflicted  upon  the  members.  T4us  not  being  correcfi, 
•it  ahould  have  no  weight  or  influence.  The  main  sttess  in  all  this  argument  waa 
kid  upon  the  comprouuse  act.  He  denied  them  this  ground  in  i^to— there  waa  bo 
ancfa  compromiae  m  the  constitution.  What  was  a  constitution?  It  contained  the  I 
fundamental  prineiplea  of  the  law,  and  if  this  be  not  in  the  constitution,  and  they 
find  it  elsewhere,  the  GonatitatioafaiNlbeelivblated.    But  be  denied  that  this  was 

10 
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m  corapronrifle;  acoording  to  the  meaning  of  the  word,  and  iDiuti^ted  hb  putftiy 
by  th^  comproiyiBe  of  the  govemment,  allowiiiff  the  slave  popalatkm  to  be  rapi^^ 
eented  in  Congresa.  In  the  caM  of  the  General  Conference  there  were  na  two 
contracting  parties ;  they  were  aU  on  one  aide.  The  Methodiat  Epiaoopal  Ghurcli 
never  ooropromised  her  opimon  npon  slavery— i^e  was  always  opposed  to  it.  ^Im 
cited  a  part  of  the  Disciplme,  not  rood  by  the  last  speaker,  and  conteiided  that  the 
docizine  had  no  solid  basis.  Mr.  Longatreet  had  argned  as  thooch  slavery  wero 
an  integral  portion  of  the  Chntch,  and  called  noon  taem  to  stop-^bnt  this  waanol 
the  iact.  Methodism  was  always  opposed  to  slavery,  and  all  the  roles  poased  wem 
out  of  kindness  and  not  &om  coercion,  as  had  been  argued.    She  had  alwaja  heU 


{slavery  to  be  a  great  evil,  and  only  tolented  it  where  it  existed  by 
over  which  they  could  have  no  controL  If  by  compromise  they  meant  that  the 
law  intended  to  secure  to  those  holding  slaves,  when  the  stato  will  not  penoit 
their  freedom,  their  fiiU  ministerial  right,  ne  admitted  it  f  no  one,  he  thought,  wo«dd' 
deigr  it. 

He  deprecated  the  character  of  some  of  the  memorials  presented  to  the  eonfeii^ 
ence,  rsfflectin^  on  southeni  brethren  \  he  never  intended  to  do  so  in  the  Harding 
ease,  for  he  held  his  southern  brethren  In  the  highest  respect,  and  eonsadered  them 
the  most  useibl  ministeta  in  the  Church.  He  could  not  help  noticing  the  Baltimoce 
Conference  in  this  discnsaiDn.  They  had  been  held  up  to  scorn  by  the  pnbtic  press 
in  the  sooth  and  elsewhere,  and  they  wished  to  set  tbemaelves  right  They  wen 
justified  for  their  conduct  in  the  Hardinc  oaae,  he  contended,,  by  the  Discyline 
mey  did  no  more  thn,  others  had  done;  but  the  Baltimore  delegatkni  could  not  b^ 
forgiven,  and  he  could  not  undentand  why,  mileas  because  their  oonduct  in  that 
affair  wns  a  severe  reproach  to  some  others  on  that  fikwr.  The  maker  then  pn»r 
oeeded  to  exphdn  the  grounds  «pon  which  he  intended  to  act  on  tnis  oneation,  and 
first — ^that  the  bishop  must  have  been  aware  when  he  was  elected  that  u  shn^' 
holder  could  not  be  elected  a  bishop,  and  by  becoming  connected  widi  abcveiy 
subsequently,  did  he  not  commit  an  improper  act  f  If  he  undentood  it.  Dr.  Capem 
declined  the  nomination  because  he  was  a  alavebolder. 
[  *  Dr.  Criers  reaaiked  that  he  yras  soiry  his  name  was  ao  freqnentiy  mentioiied^ 
I    in  connection  with  what  must  be  to  him  a  delioato  matter. 

Mr.<  Collins  arKued,  secondly,  that  by  becoming  connected  widi  slavery,  the 

faish<^  had  offended  a  portion  of  the  brethren  in  the  ministry  and  me&ibenMp,  and 

>      the  Discipline  required  that  a  bishop  should  be  blameless.    He  denied  that  the 

action  in  this  matter  was  ^e  result  of  any  recent  excitement;  such  an  : 


was  not  justified  l^  the  circumstances  of  the  case.    This  feeling  had  alvtrays  bees 

f  in  the  Methodist  Chur^.    He  further  contended  thatbv  this  aet  their  conncila  had 

!  been  distracted,  confusion  and  discord  introduced,  and  the  Church  rsntand  brokaa 

I  to  its  veiy  foundation :  any  act  producing^  these  results  must  be  considered  in^miperir 

He  also  argued  that  if  the  bishop  remamed,  it  would  take  away  one  of  their  fund^ 

mental  features,  and  destroy  the  itinerant  character  of  the  8uperintendency--^thaft 

in  the  western  and  sonth-^westem  conferences  he  must  move  alone,  and  therefon 

he  had  made  himself  unavailable.    It  was  but  justice  to  the  bishop  to  aay,  that  be 

was  prepared  to  resign  when  he  found  himself  in  that  difficulty. 

Bishop  Andrew  said,  that  when  he  arrived  at  Baltimore  he  heard  a  rumour  of  the 
intention  of  the  conference ;  and  when  he  arrived  at  New^York  he  learned  that  the 
edict  was  confirmed,  that  he  must  resign,  or  be  deposed.  He  never  thought  te 
subject  would  become  one  of  grave  discussion.  If  he  had  offended  the  DiKipline 
he  Was  vriOing  to  resign,  if  by  doing  so  he  could  remove  their  diiBoultiea.  He 
had  no  fondness  for  the  episcopaey,.  particularly  now,  in  the  form  in  which  it  had 
been  held  up  to  that  conference— and  he  pitied  the  man  who  could  remain  in  it,or 
-  accept  it  at  meir  hands.  If  he  could  secure  the  peace  of  the  Church  by  vesignBg^ 
he  would  gladly  do  it.  He  had  remarked  that  morninf  ,  in  an  editorial  by  Dr, 
Bond,  that  it  was  said  it  all  rested  upon  him ;  he  was  to  be  made  dm  sc^te-^oai^ 
and  the  destruction  of  the  Church  was  to  be  laid  upon  him.  God  knew  it  was  not 
•o.  If  his  resignation  was  necessary  to  aecore  the  peace  of  the  Church,  he  vrouU 
at  once  make.it,  and  return  home,  labour  as  he  had  done  amon^  the  shiTes,  andeurhrv 
to  save  those  upon  whom  their  petonded  friends  were  inflietms  sufferiiw  and  ruia. 
Mr.  CoUins  continued.  He  nelieTed  eveiy  word  of  it ;  he  loved  and  honoored 
the  man  more  than  any  odier  on  the  bench,  and  he  was  only  desirous  of  OApiesaiiuy 
to  the  conference  and  to  the  people  his  reasons  for  grvmg  the  oainfui  vote  ha  fett 
eoomeiled  to  give  in  dus  case.  He  then  proceedea  to  arsne  the  authority  of  the 
conforenoe  to  take  aotion^-tlmt  if  there  were  no  apeeifia  kw,  dm  oonfetenoe  had 
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rerlo  remove  the  Dffioer  it  niakefr.    If  UieQeneralCindbninoe  was  ^  error  upoD 
point,  it  had  been  misled  by  high  ao&ority .    His  own  private  jadgment  wottld 
bsve  led  him  to  a  different  conclnaion  than  that  the  saperintendenti  were  mere 
officers  of  that  oonfdreDce.    He  had  been  taught  to  invest  them  with  higbor  fomv 
tbns.    (The  speaker  here  read  extracts  fitnn  Bishon  Hedding  on  Methodist  I^s- 
eipline,  pp.  8,  10,  and  12,  and  also  from  Emory's  Defence  of  Methodism,  pp.  110, 
132,  ooimrmatoi7  of  the  view  to  vrhich  he  had  adverted.)    These  authorities,  he 
idd,  settled  that  point.    According  to  them  a  bishop  was  but  an  officer  of  that  Gen- 
eral Conference.    A  high  officer,  he  admitted-^one  whose  very  presence  ought  t0 
inspire  re^>ect,  and  of  whom  they  ought  never  to  speak  liffhtly ;  out  still,  after  aU,   ' 
limply  an  officer  of  the  General  Comerence.    Thus,  if  there  wen  no  law,  th& 
Qei^Bral  Conlereiice  is  itself  the  law  and  the  constittttion  in  the  premises.    There  l 
was  this  difference  between  the  constitution  of  the  Methodist  Conference  and  that  I 
of  ^  United  States.    In  the  latter,  all  power  noi  granted  in  that  instrument  was  I 
reserved  to  the  states  respectively,  while  in  the  farmer  whatever  was  not  granted  I 
was  withheld.    The  constitatton  of  the  ChuFdh,  however,  required  that  it»  B0]^er-  * 
intendency  be  itinerant.    This  was  secured  by  the  word  ^  general  ;'*  and  if  a 
bishop  tbsrew  around  himself  ciroumstanoee  that  prevented  his  becoming  **  gener- 
ally*' acceptable,  could  he  ftilfil  the  office  in  the  sense  intended  by  the  constitution  f — 
B  sense  confirmed  by  the  language  of  the  Discipline  when  it  Ascribed  the  speeifio 
duties  of  a  superintendent,  viz.,  that "  he  travel  through  the  whole  connection."  But, 
-again,  he  would  call  their  attention  to  ^e  phraseoh>gy  of  the  rule  of  Discipline 
a|>plicable  ezpresslv  to  the  bishop,  to  be  found  on  page  27.    "  To  whom  shall  a 
bishop  be  answerable  for  his  conduct  ?"-^that  is,  for  his  conduct  as  a  bishop.  AMwer, 
**  To  the  General  Conference,  who  shall  have  power  to  expel,"  &c.    Ncrw,  if  they  I 
oonld  expel,  surely  they  could  depose,  inasmuch  as  the  greater  always  included  m 
less. 

The  gentleman  said  he  represented  only  the  feelings  of  the  Baltimore  Conferenee 
upon  tms  question.  He  endorsed  no  such  sentiment  as  that  a  slaveholder  is  neoes- 
aarilv  a  sinner-^^ior  did  he  endorse  the  doctrine  of  general  emancipation,  for  it 
would  be  the  greatest  evil  that  could  happen  to  |he  slave.  The  best  thing  ibr  the 
Church  was  to  lesve  this  question  alone.  A  harsh  note  had  been  sounded  on  that 
ffoor — "  disunion"— -he  coold  not  listen  to  it  with  oomplaceney,  nor  oould  he  view 
the  secession  of  the  south,  if  it  must  come  to  that,  with  indifference,  for  it  would 
not  end  in  the  south.  The  whole  Church  would  be  made  a  scene  of  strife  and  . 
oontroveny,  brother  rising  against  brother,  and  fether  against  son.  Must  it  come 
to  that  ?  Were  they  met  for  the  last  time  ?  Must  they  see  the  dismemberment  <rf 
that  beantifnl  system  wluch  had  been  watered  with  their  tears  ?  They  should 
pause — ^for  whenever  it  came,  the  death-knell  of  glorious  Methodism  vironld  be 
sounded.  He  did  not  want  to  see  such  an  issue— was  there  no  ground  of  coqh 
promise  T  He  knew  a  ground  upon  which  he  could  meet  the  south,  and  if  he  sacri- 
ficed everything  he  was  willing  to  do  it.  He  then  submitted  a  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions as  foUowB  >-^ 

"Whereas,  the  Rev.  James  O.  Andrew,  one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  has  become  oonneoted  with  slavery  by  mamage  and  otherwise ; 
ind  whereas,  a  large  portion  of  our  ministry  and  membership  in  many  of  the  annual 
conferences  are  kxiown  to  have  been  always  opposed  to  the  election  of  a  slavehold- 
ing  bishop,  believing  that  such  an  event  is  in  contravention  of  the  Discipline, 
which  contemplates  uie  episcopacy  as  an  *  itinerant  general  superintendency,'  ana 
calculated  also  to  strengthen  tne  oogds  of  daveir ;  and  whereas,  &e  peace  and 
unity  of  the  Church  in  the  non-slavehdding  ccmferenees  will  be  liable  to  serious 
interruption  from  the  connection  of  Bishop  Andrew  with  davery,  without  some 
definite  action  of  the  General  Conference  m  relation  to  it;  therefore, 

*'  1.  Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  (General  Conference  are  constrsined  to 
express  their  profound  regret,  that  Rev:  James  O.  Andrew,  one  of  the  general  super- 
hitendents,  has  become  connected  with  slavery,  in  view  of  the  feet,  that  whfle  tbua 
eircumstaooed  he  cannot  perform  the  duties  ca  hk  office  acceptably  to  a  largs  por- 
tion of  the  ministers  and  memben  of  our  Church. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Andrew  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  affectionately  and  earn- 
estly requested  to  take  theneoessaiy  measures  to  free  himself  feom  conifectionwilli 
slavery  at  the  eariiest  period  practicable  within  the  ensuing  four  years. 

"3.  Resolved,  That  all  the  matter  pertaining  to  the  appeal  of  Rev.  Silas  Com* 
fert,  tried  at  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  in  1840,  be  erased  from  tha 
JMnal." 
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Bwkoij^  Andrew  dm  toae,  evideiillylaboariiig  nader  powerfbl  emotion,  and  •polv 
as  follofrt : 

Mr.  Prosideiit»— 4  have  been  on  trial  now  for  m  week,  and  feel  deairoat  time  it 
ahoald  come  to  a  close  For  a  week  I  have  been  oompeUed  to  UstentodiBciianaoa 
of  wfaicii  I  have  been  the  sabject,  and  I  mnfit  liave  been  more  than  man,  or  leaa 
than  man,  not  to  hare  felt  Sir,  I  have  felt  and  felt  deeply,  I  am  not  offended 
with  anj  man.  The  mowi  of  those  who  have  tooken  aeaiiiBt  me,  faaye  treated  me 
kemctmllY,  and  have  been  as  mild  as  I  haa  any  lignt  to  expect.  I  cfaoiah  no 
«iJEind  feeling  toward  any.  I  do  not  qnarval  with  my  abolition  brethren,  thoiif;fa 
•  X  believe  then:  opinions  to  be  erroneous  and  mischievoos.  Tet  so  long  as  thev 
conduct  themselves  courteously  toward  me,  I  have  no  ouarrd  widi  them.  It  is 
due  that  some  remarks  should  be  made  by  me,  before  me  conference  come  to  a 
conclusion  upon  the  question,  which  I  hope  will  be  speedily  done,  for  I  tfaiik  m 
week  is  long  enough  tor  a  man  to  be  shot  at,  and  it  is  time  uie  discnssiop  should 
traminate. 

As  there  has  been  frequent  reference  to  the  circumstances  of  my  election  to  the 

eifiscopal  office,  it  is  perhaps  pn^r  that  I  give  a  brief  history  of  that  naattor.    A 

friend  of  mine  (brother  Hodges)  now  with  God,  asked  me.  to  permit  myself  to  be 

put  in  nominfltion  for  that  office.    I  objected-— the  office  had  no  charms  for  me.    I 

•was  with  a  conference  that  I  loved,  and  that  loved  me.    What  was  I  to  gain  to  be 

separated  from  a  happy  homce— fiom  a  wife  and  children  whom  I  loved  more  than 

I  did  mv  own  UfeT    But  my  friend  urged  me;  he  said  my  electian  would,  he 

believea,  tend  to  promote  the  peace  of  tne  Church,  and  that  he  believed  it  would 

be  especially  important  to  the  pnrosperity  of  Methodism  at  the  south.    Finally  I 

1     c<msented,  with  the  hope  of  failure ;  but  I  was  nominated  and  elected.    I  was 

!    never  asked  if  I  was  a  slaveholder— fio  man  asked  me  what  were  m^r  principlBa  oo 

\    the  subject — ^no  one  dared  to  ask  of  me  a  pledge  in  this  matter,  or  it  would  bane 

I    been  met  as  it  deserved.    Only  one  man,  brother  Winans,  spoke  to  me  on  the  sub- 

;    ject:  he  said  he  could  not  vote  for  me  because  he  believed  I  was  nominated 

.   under  the  impression  that  I  was  not  a  slaveholder.    I  told  him  I  had  not  soi^^ 

I  .the  nomination,  nor  did  I  desire  the  office,  and  that  my  opinions  on  the  proprie^ 

of  making  non-daveholding  a  test  of  qualification  for  the  office  of  bishop  were- 

entirely  in  unison  with  his  own.    Sir,  I  do  not  believe  in  this  matter  of  secret  wffl 

as  a  nue  of  action,  either  in  the  revelations  of  the  Bible,  or  in  the  nrescriptbns  of 

the  book  of  Discipline.    I  believe  in  the  revealed  will  of  God,  and  in  the  written 

law  of  the  Church  as  contained  in  the  book  of  Discipline.    I  took  ofiioe  upon  the 

{   broad  platform  of  that  book,  and  I  believe  my  case  is  covered  by  it.    It  was  known 

that  I  was  to  reside  at  the  sooth ;  I  was  elected  in  view  of  that  very  thing,  as  it  was 

judged  important  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Church  that  one  of  the  bishops  should 

reside  in  &at  section  of  the  woric,  and  it  was  judged  I  could  be  more  useful  there 

than  elsewhere.    Well,  what  was  I  to  do  then  7    1  was  located  in  a  countiy  wheve 

free  persons  could  not  be  obtained  for  hire,  and  I  oould  not  'do  the  woik  of  the 

femiiy — ^my  wife  could  not  do  it — what  was  I  to  do  7    I  was  compelied  to  bite 

slaves,  and  pay  their  masters  for  their  hire ;  but  I  had  tochange  them  every  ^feai^— 

they  were  bad  servants,  for  they  had  no  interest  in  me  or  mine— end  I  beheve  it 

would  have  been  less  sin  before  God  to  have  bought  a  servant  who  would  have 

,  taken  an  interest  in,  me  and  I  in  him :  but  I  did  not  do  so.    At  length,  however, 

I  came  into  the  possession  of  sUves;  and  I  am  a  slaveholder,  (as  I  have  aheadf 

explained  to  the  conference,)  and  I  cannot  help  myself.    It  is  known  that  I  have 

'  waded  through  deep  sorrovra  at  the  south  dunn^  me  last  four  years ;  I  have  buried 

the  vrife  of  my  ^outn  and  the  mother  of  my  children,  who  left  me  with  a  femily 

of  mothezlees  children,  who  needed  a  friend  and  a  mother.    I  sought  another :  (and 

with  this  the  conference  has  noting  to  do:)  I  found  one,  who,  I  believed  vroald 

make  me  a  good  wife,  and  a  good  mether  for  my  children.    I  had  known  her  loBf 

—my  chikUenknew  sod  loved  her.    I  sought  to  make  my  home  a  Iwdt  ono    ana 

I  have  done  so.    Sir,  I  have  no  apology  to  make.    It  has  been  said,  I  cud  this  tiung 

voluntarily,  and  wilh  my  eyes  open.    I  did  so  deliberatol}^  and  in  the  fear  of  God 

—end  God  has  blessed  our  union.    I  might  have  avoided  this  difficulty  by  lusoiiiug 


to  a  trickf— by  making  over  these  slaves  to  my  vnfe  befoire  manriage,  or  by  deing 
as  a  friend  who  has  tSken  ground  in  fevour  of  the  resolution  before  you  sn^esled: 
"  Why,''  said  he,  **  did  you  not  let  your  vrife  make  over  these,  negroes  to  her 
ohiMwwi,  securing  to  herielf  an  annuity  from  them  7''  Sir,,  my  conscience  would  not 
aUow  me  to  do  tibiB  thing.  If  I  had  done  so,  and  those  negroes  had  nassed  into  tho 
hands  of  those  who  would  have  treated  them  xmkindly,  I  sitould  have  oeen  nnhsy|ij 
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fltnage  ae  it  may  ieem  to  brethren,  I  am  a  dsveliolder  far  cottwieoc^'  sake.    I 
have  no  dimht  that  ni7  wife  would,  without  a  momenf  b  heaitalioni  cenBenk  to  the 
alay< 


mamuniBtion  of  those  uayes,  if  I  thought  proper  to  do  it  I  know  the  would  ni^eai* 
takingly  consent  to  any  arrangement  I  ndgbt  deem  it  "ptoper  to  make  on  the  sab- 
ject  Bat  how  am  I  to  free  mem  ?  Some  of  than  are  old,  too  old  to  work  toaap- 
port  themselves,  and  are  only  an  expense  to  me ;  and  some  of  them  are  Htja 
children :  where  shall  I  send  these,  a!nd  wha  will  provide  for  them  ?  Bat,  peiw 
haps,  I  shall  be  permitted  to  keep  tiiese ;  but,  then,  if  tibe  others  go,  how  %hm  I 
provide  for  these  helpless' ones  f  and  as  to  the  others,  to  what  free  state  shall  I 
send  them  t  and  what  would  be  thehr  condition  1  Besides,  many  of  them  woold  ' 
not  go— they  love  theur  mistress,  and  coold  not  be  induced,  under  any  circamstances,  ] 
Co  iSgre  her.  Sir,  an  aged  and  reqtectable  minister  said  to  me  several  years  ago,  I 
when  I  had  stated  just  such  a  case  to  him,  and  asked  him  what  he  would  do^— 
''  I  would  set  them  free,"  said  he,  "  Td  wsish  my  hands  of  them,  and  if  they  went  I 
to  iho  devil,  I'd  be  dear  of  them."  Sir,  into  such  views  of  religion  or  phihitthropy 
my  soul  cannot  enter.  I  believe  the  providence  of  <3od  has  thrown  these  creatures 
into  my  hands,  and  hc^ds  me  responsible  for  llieir  proper  treatment  I  havp 
secured  them  to  my  wife  b]^  deed  or  trust  since  our  marriage.  The  airangement 
was  only  in  accordance  with  an  understanding  ezisdng  nrevibus  to  marrieffs. 
These  servants  were  hers— she  had  inherited  them  from  nev  former  hnsband'a 
estate— they  had  been  her  only  source  of  support  during  her  widowhood,  and 
would  still  oe  her  only  dependance  if  it  should  please  God  to  remove  me  from  her* 
I  Mve  nothing  to  leave  her.  I  have  given  my  life  to  the  Church  frmn  Ae  dm  of 
my  youth,  (and  I  am  now  fifty,)  and  aldiouffli,  as  I  have  previously  remarkedC  she 
wotud  consent  to  any  arrangement  I  mignt  make,  yet  I  cannot  eonseot  to  take 
advantage  of  her  affection  for  me  to  induce  her  to  do  what  would  ii^jure  her  wilh^ 
out  at  oil  benefiting  the  slaves. 

Sir,  I  did  not  for  a  moment  believe  that  this  body  of  grave  and  reverend  minia- 
ters  would  make  this  a  subject  of  serious  discussion.  I  tnonght  it  likely  that  titers 
might  be  some  warm  ultra  brethren  here.who  would  take  some  exception  to  myi 
course,  and  on  thatiaccount  I  did  not  make  the  deed  of  trust  before  marriage,  lest 
some  should  suppose  I  designed  to  dodge  the  resppnsibili^r  of  the  case.  Those 
who  know  me  must  know  mat  I  could  not  be  governed  by  the  mere  matter  of  • 
dollan  and  cents.  What  can  I  do?  I  have  no  confession  to  make— I  intend  to 
make  none.  I  stand  upon  the  broad  ground  of  the  Discipline  on  which  I  took 
cS&cef  and  if  I  have  done  wrong,  put  me  out  The  editor  of  the  Christian  Advo- 
cate has  prejudged  this  case.  He  makes  me  the-sci^  goat  of  all  the  difficnltiea 
which  aboHtion  excitement  has  gotten  up  at  the  north.  I  am  the  only  one  'to 
blame,  in  his  opinion,  shoold  miscnief  grow  out  of  this  case.  But  I  repeat,  if  I 
have  sinned  against  the  Discipline,  I  refuse  not  to  die^  I  have  spent  my  life  for 
the  benefit  of  the  slaves.  When  I  was  but  a  boy,  I  taught  a  Sunday-school  for 
slaves,  in  which  I  tanght  a  number  of  them  to  read;  and  from  that  period  till  tins 
day  I  have  devoted  my  energies  to  the  promotion  of  their  happiness  and  ralvation ; 
with  all  my  influenoe  m  private,  in  public,  with  my  tongue,  with  my  pen»  I  have  assi- 
^oudy  endeavoured  to  promote  their  preMnt  and  eternal  happmess.  And  am  X 
to  be  saqrifieed  by  those  who  have  done  Uttie or  notlting  for  them?  It  is  said,  I 
have  rendered  myself  unacceptable  to  our  people.  I  doubt  this:  I  have  just 
retamed  from  Phuadelphxa,  where  thev  knew  me  to  be  a  slaveholder;  yet  uiey 
flocked  to  hear  me,  ana  the  presence  of  God  was  with  us ;  we  had  a  good,  wann, 
dd-fesMoned  meeting.  I  may  be  unacceptable  in  New-York,  yet  from  the  expo* 
rience  I  hove  had,  I  doubt  even  that.  To  whom  am  I  nnaooeptable  ?  Not  to  ni» 
people  of  the  south— neither  masters  nor  slaves.  Has  my  oonneotion  with  slave* 
rendered  me  less  acceptable  to  the  coloured  people  of  the  south— the  very  peo]^ 
for  whom  all  this  professed  sympathy  is  felt?  Does  the  feet  that  I  am  a  slav^ 
holder  make  me  less  aooeptabie  among  them  ?  Let  those  who  have  laboured  long 
among  them  answer  the  question.  Sir,  I  venture  to  say,  that  in  Carolina  or  Geor- 
eia  I  could  to-day  get  more  votes  for  the  office  of  bishop  firom  the  coloured  people^ 
toan  any  supporter  of  tins  resolution,  let  him  avow  himself  an  emandpalor  as  openly 
as  he  pleases.  To  the  coloured  people  of  the  south  there,  and  to  their  owners,— 
to  the  entire  membership  of  the  slaveholding  conferences,  I  would  not  be  unaccep- 
table—but, perhaps,  they  are  no  part  of  "  our  peeple ;"  in  short,  sir,  I  believe  that 
I  should  not  oe  unacceptable  to  one  half  of  the  conneotion-*bnt  on  tbds  qoestion  I 
have  nothing  to  say.  Should  the  conference  think  proper  to  pass  me^  there  ia 
plenty  of  gnmnd  where  I  can  lalxmr  aooeptahly  and  uacloUy.    The.skyehdding 
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oooferaiiceB  will  present  a  field  nifllcieiidy  hem  for  me,  Bhmild  I  Hve  to  liie  ag^ 
«f  Methiuelali,  ami  the  bisho])*!  in  anranomg  the  wovk,.  wiU  certainly  have  ditcva* 
Ikn  enough  not  to  Bend  me  When  I  wovud  not  be  recesred;  nor  would  I  obtrada 
mysetf'  upon  any  conference,  or  lay  my  hands  npon  the  head  of  asy  biodier  who 
would  feel  himself  cootammated  by  the  tench.  HoweTer,  on  tins  snbject  I  hare 
BOtliing  to  say.    Theoonferenoe  can  take  iti  oonne;  bat  I  protest  agamst  iho  pn>- 

f|K)sed  action  as  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  the  Discipline,  snd  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  Becored  to  me  by  that  book.  Yet  let  the  conftrenee  take  the  ste^  thev 
oontemplate;  I  enter  no  olea  for  mercy— I  make  no  appeal  fer  syn^nth^ ;  mdeed^ 
'  I  love  those  who  tympntdze  with  me,  bat  I  do  not  want  it  now.  I  wMfa  yvrn  to 
act  coolly  and  deliberately,  and  in  the  fear  of  God;  bat  I  would  rather  that  the  con* 
ference  would  change  the  issue,  and  make  the  resolution  to  depoBe  the  bishop,  and 

t  take  the  question  at  once,  ibr  I  am  tired  of  it.  The  ooontiy  is  becoming  agitated 
vpon  the  Bubject,  and  I  ho|^  the  confisrence  will  act  forthwith  on  the  res(3alioa. 

Mr.  Finley  Baid,— Mr.  President,  I  arise  with  some  trepidation,  and  think  I  shoold 
not  speak  at  all  if  I  were  not  placed  in  the  sitoation  I  am,  as  the  mover  of  the  sul^ 
stitute  on  voor  table.  When  I  proposed  it,  it  was  with  die  jpurest  motives,  I  am 
sore,  and  oelievin^  it  would  be  more  acceptsble  than  the  original  resolaticn.  In 
framing  that  subsotuta,  I  thought  I  took  ground  on  the  constitation  of  oar  Charch; 
and  I  am  sure  I  hvn  ezpreBBcd  nothing  in  the  preamble  but  what  are  the  acknow- 
ledged ftcts  in  the  case.  The  resolution  is  only  to  ezproBS  the  sense  of  the  Genial 
Comerence  in  refiareace  to  the  ftcts  as  they  exist,  in  connection  with  the  sitaatMai 
in  which  these  drcamstanoes  have  placed  the  superintendent. 

Now,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  ground  taken,  thiB  Genersl  Confiorenoe  is  restricted 
against  dcnng  anything  which  will  destroy  our  itinerant  general  superintendeooj. 
Ttus  principle  must  ho  conceded.  That  Bishop  Andrew  has  beccmie  connected 
with  the  great  evil  of  Blavety,  he  himself  has  declared  on  thiB  floor,  and  sa^  he  is 
a  slavehoiaer.  This  fiust  will  not  be  denied ;  and  that  this  connection  vrith  fllavery 
has  drawn  afWr  it  drcnmstances  that  will  embarrass  lus  ezeroiBing  the  oflloe  of  an 
kmerant  general  superintendent,  if  not  in  some  places  entirely  prevent  it.  I  ask 
any  man  on  diis  floor  to  deny  these  tlnngs.  Now,  sir,  are  not  alkthe  facta  tme,  end 
true  to  the  life  t  Hence,  the  question  follows.  Will  tluB  Generai  CoafiBrence  permit 
coe  of  its  vital  and  constitutional  principles  to  be  broken  down  and  tFam^lecT under 

(foot,  because  one  of  her  general  oflicerB  has  seen  fit  to  involve  himself  m  cxpcoih 
stances  which  vrill  trammel  that  oflBce  in  more  than  half  of  all  the  field  of  his  laboorf 
Now,  sir,  I  take  my  stand  here  this  day  to  oppose,  to  my  utmost,  the  violation  of  so 
MMaed  a  principle.  Was  Bishop  Andrisw  involved  in  these  circumstances  when  ho 
was  elected  to  that  office  7  No,  nr:  no  man  here  vrill  Bay  he  was.  And  could  ho 
have  been  elected  to  that  office  if  he  had  been  f  Ab,  str:  no  man  here  will  asaert 
that  he  could.  He  vras  chosen  with  the  declaration  of  southern  men  that  he  waa 
inot  then,  and  never  had  been,  connected  vriiAi  the  evil  of  slavarr ;  and  we  had  rea- 
I  son  to  believe  he  never  would  be,  or  he  could  not  have  been  chosen  to  that  office* 
Well  now,  sir,  what  is  die  state  of  the  case  t  He  has  beoome  a  slaveholder.  laA 
yoo,  sir,  whose  &alt  is  this  t  Itishisown  voluntary  act,  in  view  of  all  die  drcom- 
-  •      '  '  » whole 


stances.    This  voluntary  act  has  thrown  this  great  body  of  ministerB,  and  the  whol 
Church,  into  this  trenModoua  state  of  agitation,  of  whicb  he  could  now  relieve  ns,  if 
he  would,  by  his  resignation 

But,  sir,  what  does  this  resolution  request  of  him  f    The  miklest  and  moot  mode- 
rate  thing  the  case  is  capable  of,  without  giving  up  the  whole  principle,  via., "  tet 
it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  that  He  desist  from  the  ezerciso  of  hb 
office  until  these  impediments  be  removed."    Tfais  resolution  was  modified  to  the 
most  easy  requirement  it  could  be  to  meet  the  feeling  of  southevn  brethren,  and  to 
oover  the  nrindple,  and  from  this  ground  I  will  not  be  moved.    No,  sa-;  on  this 
pound  vrill  I  stend  until  I  die.    There  are  two  great  princiDlee  to  be  determined 
m  this  resolution  which  have  not  been  decided  in  the  MetbocUst  Episcopal  Chnreh. 
\  One  as  this:  Has  the  General  Conference  a  right,  or  has  it  die  power,  to  remove 
\  fitmi  office  one,  or  all  of  die  bishops,  if  ihey,  under  any  drcumatances,  beoome  dis- 
'.  qualified  to  carry  out  the  creat  pnaciples  of  oar  itinerant  general  superintendanor  t 
I  The  second  isi  Will  the  Methodist  Church  admit  die  great  evil  of  slavery  into  the 
I  itinerant  general  supeiintendency  7    Now,  sir,  tibey  never  have  done  it ;  and  if  there 
should  be  one  elected  at  dus  conference,  he  will  not  be  a  slaveJMder.    But  I  can- 
not, for  my  life,  peroeive  the  diference  between  continuing  one  of  diem  in,  that 
office  who  hss  aeon  proper  to  connect  himself  vrith  it,  and  voting  direcdy  to  put  c — 
JntoitwhohoUadaTas.    It  is  the  aaane  principle.    It  wiU  vadate  the  oi 


kw.  It  win  mjfanf  if  not  totally  Smttof^  tUavilal  organ  etour  i&imBoy.  Tfaii 
office  veciiiinft  worik,  ar,  and  bard  won;  and  I  care  not  wliat  it  ia  that  would 
obatnict  or  interdict  tbe  ciroalation  of  this  vital  blood  of  our  iflaenmcy — ^that  band- 
age oQght  to  be  out  There  are  many  other  cinmaMtancea  which  mi^  trammel  ita 
opentioDa.  Sickaaaa,  old  age,  or  an  alienation  of  mind,  would  oomplelely  di«qo»> 
my  men  from  the  exerciae  of  tfaia  office.  •  I  do  not  believe  the  doctrine,  once  o 
biahop  alwaya  a  biahop.  I  hold  it  aa  the  doctrine  of  die  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cfanroh,  that  no  man  »  to  hold  that  effico*oaly  ao  hang  aa  he  ia  Inll^  able  to  cany 
eat  ita  nrinciplea  of  meral  anperintendency.  I  never  ehdl  forget,  m  1836,  on  Ale 
deneral  Contorenoe  floor  at  Cinciniiati,  that  beloved  man  of  €bd,  the  much  Uunented 
Bishop  Roberts,  who  rose  and  tendered  the  resignatian  of  the  office  of  bishop;  and 
what  were  his  reasons  ?  The  fint,  sir,  vros,  that  hia  declining  ^rears  and  strengA 
wooHnotadmitofhiscanyingottt  to  ^loU  extent  thia  great  principle  of  Method  i 
Sam ;  the  second  was,  that  he  waa  conscioiis  that  hie  mental  powen  were  on  tfa» 
decline,  and  he  wiAed  to  resign  while  he  waa  eensibfe  of  this  fiat,  leat  he  might 
wrive  at  some  iiitara  |»int  when  he  woold  not  be  sosennble  of  this,  and  thos  ii^iire 
ibe  Church.  Now,  sur,  here  was  a  nun  that  loved  tbe  Choioh  and  tiie  ^reat  vital 
]irinciple  of  itinerant  general  saperintondency  mnch  mare  ikua  he  lovea  the  office 
of  bisnop.  I  i>ray  to  God  this  office  may  always  bo  fified  with  sodi  men!  Bnt, 
air,  I  tfamk  this  principle  is  fully  conceded,  that  this  con&fenoe  has  the  power. 
TlMn,  sir,  in  paaswg  this  resolution,  let  us  not  be  t;harged  widi  acting  oat  of  oar 
constitotional  powers. 

But,  sir,  it  is  plead  here,  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  that  the  conseivativeneai 
«f  the  Discipline  fiiUy  covers  his  case.  Now  I  wiah  tomeet  this asgnment.  It haa 
been  reiterated  again  and  agaon  that  tbe  Discipline  of  die  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  conservative  towud  slavery.  This  assumption  I  moat  positively  and  t 
•mphatically  deny.  Methodism  and  me  Methodiat  DuctpHna  have  always  been,  / 
and  are  now,  and  Lhope  will  be  while  the  worid  itanda,  beili^Dreiit  toward  slavery,  / 
and  have  branded  it  in  the  forehead,  so  that  all  the  worid  may  see  it  <m  a  great  eM,  I 
Now,  sir,  how  a  grave  body^  of  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cnorch  can 
hold  that  this  great  moral  evil  can  be  justified  and  sanctified  bylto  Methodist  Die- 
ciplioe,  is  a  strange  paradox  to  me.  Any  man  who  can  say  it  ia  rif^t  for  him  to 
hud  his  fellow-being  in  bondage,  and  buy  and  sell  him  at  ptoaaurs,  put  him  under 
an  overseer,  and  drive,  ariUf,  tmd  haif-atarve  kirn,  and  that  this  is  connived  at  by 
the  Methodist  Church,  I  thmk  most  Iiave  a  queer  view  of  the  Church  and  her  Di»> 
cipline.  I  now  say,  in  my  place,  before  Qoa,  that  v^enever  the  Methodist  Epiaoo- 
pal  Church  shall  sanction  ttiis  doctrine,  as  mnch  aa  I  lofo  her,  I  will  leave  it  and 
aeek  another  community.  Now  I  say  again,  there  is  not  one  item  in  the  Discipline 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  that  haa  any  conservative  principle  tovraid 
aUvery  as  a 'great  moral  evil;  yet  I  will  say,  sir,  it  haa  some  oonservativeneas  to^ 
ward  her  ministeri  and  members,  who,  thEoaf^h  necesaitv,  are  oonneoted  with  it, 
and  cannot  help  themselves,  and  this  conaervativeneaB  is  cleariy  defined.  Yea,  shr, 
T  repeat,  clearly  defined,  so  that  none  may  be  mistaken  on  dus  tabjeei.  And  vrhat 
is  tlua  oonservativeneas?  It  is  this:  whan  the  master  eaofwt  $et  Ass  $ktpefre0  and 
that  slave  ei\joy  his  freedom;  when  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the  master  to firee Ida 
alave,  or  that  slave  to  eiyoy  his  freedom,  slavery  is  fixed  on  the  absolute  necessity' 
of  the  case ;  and  if  there  be  any  such  case,  it  eould  not  and  $koHid  not  be  edUed  m 
9m,  But  I  hold  that  this  conservativeness  goes  not  one  step  further  to  extenuate  any 
man  from  crime;  as  a  slaveholder,  it  is  the  noccsaityof  the  case  that  aaves  him  finm 
crime.  Now,  sir,  on  this  platform  I  stand  befote  God,  and  on  this  I  am  not  afraid 
to  die  and  go  to  his  jud^pnent  By  the  southern  men  I  am  tannted  with  being  an 
abolitionist.  So  I  am,  su:,  in  the  Methodist  sense  of  that  vfoid;  but  none  can  say 
that  I  am  a  radiccabdlitioiiiat.  I  Arow  back  the  asseitlon  with  perfect  contempt 
By  those  rabid  abolitionists  I  am  called  a  pro^Uveiy  man,  and  I  treat  dus  with  tne 
same  disregard.  I  am  a  Methodist.  I  stand  on  the  ground  that  my  fothers  in 
Methodism  took,  the  great  Wetley,  Coke,  Asbuiy,  M^Kendree,  and  the  venerable 
men  of  the  old  western  conferences,  the  YonnoB,  Laken,  CoUina,  Bnrk,  Padmr, 
Axley,  Sale,  and  others,  and  from  this  ground  I  wnl  not  move.  I  stend  hcffe  as  the 
representative  of  one  of  the  largest  annual  confereneea.  My  brethren  have  confided  ■ 
to  my  colleagues  and  myself  the  ^reat  principlea  of  oar  Methodist  confederacy  and 
the  interests  of.  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Now,  sir,  if  I  vrould  oomprcoilt 
these  great  principles,  and  return  home  to  meet  the  people  and  preachers  of  my 
own  conference — ^than  whom  I  believe  there  are  net  a  pnrar  and  more  bonoaraldB  or 
devoted  set  of  ministers  in  the  wodd^l  would  daaarve  tobe  branded  with  the  nana 
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Before  I  dose  tnia  speeelif  I  mast  answer  some  thinn  which  Bave  been  stated  on 
t^  floor.  The  first  is  tfaiA:  that,  in  the  iolant  state  of  Methodism,  the  skvesoooMI 
be  set  free  in  erery  state  of  the  Union;  bat  whenever  the  Methodvt  Church  began 
to  take  action  agamst  aloveholdin^,  the  stales  began  to  make  htws  to  eontrsvene 
thdr  freedom.  Now,  sir,  I  ask,  what  was  it  that  first  mored  the  ChnrDh  to  tins 
course?  Tlie  Chnxoh  always  eonsidBred  it  a  great  evil,  and  had  some  hope  that  the 
Ixreedung  of  the  Gospel  would  erentnally  eflfeet  much  ttnrard  its  destruction. 
Then  the  preaehen  were  fiee  from  shirfliy  tfaemselyes;^  then  tliey  coold,  and  did, 
preach  againBt  it,  and  tl^e  osEuse'of  the' poor  slave  was  taking  deep  loot  in  the  pubtitf 
mind.  Then  preaohem  began  to  connect  thOTOselres  with  this  great  erfl,  and  the 
other  preachers  thought  it  was  jdme  to  do  something  to  prevent  it,  believing  that 
Ike  connecting  of  slavei;^  with  the  ministiy  would  nvet  the  chains  of  slavery  the 
tighter;  while,  if  the  nunistiy  was  kept  free  from  it,  their  example  and  teachinga 
vrould  be  a  great  means  of  bnn^ing  it  to  an  end.  In  taking  this  ground,  some  of 
the  states  passed  acts  to  fine  mmisteFs  for  preaching  against  it— I  have  a  witness 
there  befixe  me,  my  old  finend  brother  Cartwri^t,  who,  with  our  worthy  fothers, 
fought  agaanst  this  gnat  eviL  I  recollect  my  worthy  old  friend.  Rev.  David  Yaauf, 
who,  in  the  days  at  his  youth,  and  for  his  eminent  talents,  and  fesrieBB  couiae  m 
defence  of  the  institutions  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  was,  by  the  Bev.  Dr. 
Bond,  in  former  days,  called  the  western  war-horse^  he,  sir,  was  fined  for  preach- 
ing against  this  great  evil;  and  Methodist  preaehen  Used  to  preach  anmst  it,  and 
many  of  these  very  aiaveholders  vrould  take  and  feed  as.  This,  sir,  is  me  true  state 
of  the  case. 

Now,  sir,  to  answer  a  few  more  things  that  have  been  miged,  and  I  am  done.  It 
has  been  argued  that  they  hold  slaves  out  of  charity  to  them*  Sir,  I  am  at  a  great 
loss  to  know  what  sort  of  chari^  thb  is,  to  hc^d  a  follow-creature  in  bondage,  and 
make  him  woHk  hard  all  his  life,  and  appropriate  all  his  labour  to  the  master's  use, 
fer  charity  to  the  poor  slave;  to  buy  and  s^  him  as  we  do  animals,  is  a  queer  cfaa- 
lit^  to  me,  just  such  as  I  pmy  to  God  may  never  be  exercised  toward  me.  Acaiiiy 
it  IS  said  we  treat;  them  as  we  do  our  children.  Now,  sir,  I  aflk,  do  -tfiose  bremren 
teach  their  children  that  it  is  better  to  be  sbves  than  fiieemen?  Do  they  put  thoSr 
ohSdreo  into  the  field  and  set  overseers  over  them  T  Do  they  cbthe  and  feed  these 
slaves  as  they  do  their  own  childrmf  Do  they  teach  them  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
<iualify  them  to  be  usefol  citizens  7    I  leave  all  these  answers  for  others. 

(I  never  will  agree  that  slavery  shall  be  connected  in  any  vmy  vrith  episcopacr, 
nor  anywhere  else  only  by  necessity.  I  must  state  agam,  that  from  tins  prineipto 
I  never  will  be  removed.  If  I  fell  alone,  it  shall  be  at  my  post,  and  I  am  sure  I 
shall  have  the  blessing  of  my  eonstituenti ;  and  it  wiQ  be  said  by  them,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  He  was  woraiy  of  the  trust  committed  to  him.  I  will  be  greeted, 
when  this  great  question  is  decided,  let  it  go  which  way  it  may,  by  those  of  the 
membeTBliip  and  ministry  in  my  own  country.  Now,  that  my  opponents  may  not 
have  it  to  say  that  I  was  obstfaiato  and  unyielding,  I  will  say,  that  if  anything  can 
be  miposed  that  will  faarmomae  this  matter  without  compromising  the  principle, 
I  vvm  go  for  it;  but  I  never  w31  compromise  the  principie-^retfiren  vrho  know 
ae,  know  I  will  not.  I,  too,  am  a  southerner  by  birth.  My  parents  were  slave- 
hi^rs;  but,  at  an  early  day,  they  were  so  convmoed  of  the  evil  of  slavery,  and  tt 
the  banefol  influence  it  must  have  on  their  children,  that  my  fether  at  once  freed 
himself  and  his  childien  of  thb  cune.  After  faavine  raised  a  crop  of  com  on  the 
Seioto,  then  the  northwestern  territoty,  he  committed  to  me,  then  only  fifteen  years 
old,  aU  hii  slaves,  for  which  he  viras  ofiered  six  thousand  doDara,  and  I  moved  them 
to  that  place,  and  there  we  dug  troughs,  pounded  hommony,  killed  iWxxms,  opos- 
sums,  deer,  and  bean,  and  then  thej  were  left 'to  manage  for  themselves.  Bo,  sir, 
you  see  if  odiem  have  been  in  swamps,  I  have  been  too;  if  othen  have  fed  on 
laoeons,  I  too  have,  and  am  not  a  whit  behind  any  of  you  in  this  matter.  Having 
thus  expressed  my  positien  ihailessly,  but  I  trust  with  no  bad  feefin^  toward  any 
brother,  on  the  gnnind  which  I  believe  the  Church  has  always  occupied,  I  take  mr 
seat,  and  shall  wait  the  issue  vrith  as  much  composure  and  prayer  as  i  am  cambleo^ 
Mr.  Sehon  said,— In  as  subdtked  a  manner,  nid  vrith  a  heart  as  deeply  aJneted  aa 
the  nnportance  of  th^  occasion  demands,  do  I  approach  this  subject  Especially  so, 
hi  view  of  the  veiy  interesthig,  and,  to  your  speaker,  satjafectoiy  remarks  of  tha 
'    •  (Bishop  AxSrtm)  who  has  just  taken  his  seat,    it  has  not  beea 
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for  wBat  of  a  «bep  and  bieartfelt  interost  m  ihe  iMiie  fsi  die  vary  anpflMank  questkai 
now  before  the  conlereiice  that  I  have  not  before  spoken.  No,  sir ;  but  as  a  yonne. 
man,  aod  for  the  first  time  a  member  of  the  General  Confarence,  I  have  waited 
nadently  to  hear  the  argnments  and  yiews  of  older  and  more  ezperienoed  bi^tfaren. 
Hence  I  properly  appreciated  both  the  source,  temper,  and  spuit  of  the  kind  sug- 
gestion nuide  by  our  worthy  superintendent.  Bishop  Soule,  in  the  Gommencement 
of  the  diflcoMion  on  this  subject.  Now,  after  the  lapse  of  many  days,  and  when 
much  has  been  said  on  both  sides,  I  feel  it  my  taipmtive  duty  to  state  the  reaaon9 
which  will  govecn  me  in  the  vote  I  am  about  to  giv^.  And  here  let  me  say,  air, 
that  I  may  not  be  misonderstood — ^in  the  very  commencement  of  my  reinarks*-4hat  I' 
^  am  exposed  to  the  substimte  now  under  consideration ;  yea,  to  the  original  pream^ 
ble  and  resolution  altogether.  It  is. true,  in  the  commencement  of  the  session,- and 
before  an^  action  in  the  conference  on  the  case,  I  had  been  in  fovour  of  the  resigna- 
tion of  Bishop  Andrew;  had  so  ezpressed  myself  in  conyeniion  of  the  delcditea 
fi^im  the  non-^laveholding  states,  and  privately  to  my  £nends.  But  since  the  letter 
of  the  bishop  has  been  fiid  before  the  conference,  and  from  the  iixvt  introdnctioii 
of  the  substitute,  I  have  thought  a  forcible  resignation,  such  as  I  view  that  asked  in 
this  resolution,  should  not  be  pressed  upon  him.  If  a  plan  of  conciliation  can  be 
proposed— milder  measures  named— by  which  a  compromise  in  this  case  can  be 
effected,  I  shall  most  heartily  oome  to  their  suj^rt.  But  when  we  are  told,  to 
comply  with  the  re<]|ue8t  in  this  resolution  would  be  impracticable,  even  if  the  . 
daves  were  legally  his  own,  and  uEJust  and  vnxrng  toward  his  wile  and  her  child- 
ren ,  and  again,  by  apeakera  on  both  sides,  that  the  passage  of  the  resolution  would 
undoubtedly  ii^ure  the  Church  in  tiie  soatii,  if  not  prove  her  dismembenneht — ^why 
ahoulcl  we  press  it  ?  On  this  subject  I  am  peculiarly  and  delicately  situated.  My 
own  a^ed  and  venerable  father  is  ik  slaveholder.  I  myself  was  bom  and  reared  ill 
Virginia,  unid  the  institutions  of  slavery;  but  at  an  early  period  in  m]r  ministiy  I 
was  transferred  to  a  free  state,  (Ohio,)  where  I  have  since  neld  my  residence,  and 
where  I  wish  to  live  and  die.  Yet  coming,  as  I  do,  from  a  noiFslaveholding  stole, 
for  good  and  valid  reasons  to  myself,  I  am  opposed  to  the  proposed  measure.  I  - 
have  said  that  much  evil  would  be  the  result  ofthe  passage  of  this  substitate— evil 
botii  to  the  white  and  slave  population  of  the  south.  It  would  be  looked  upon  as 
extrarjudicial  action  by  us^—as  a  departure  from  the  unifonn  course  of  the  CkuEcb 
heretofora  on  the  exciting  subject  oT  slavery.  Why  has  tiie  union  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  continued  so  long  7  Why  has  she  been  pointed  at  as  a  model  for. 
other  churches  in  legislation  upon  this  subject?  Because,  by  her  action,  she  haa 
never  interfered  with  the  civil  institutioiis  and  regulations  of  any  section  of  our  com* 
BBon  country.  Ever  pronouncing  slavery  an  evu,  yet,  when  the  laws  make  emaa* 
cipation  impracticable,  making  provision  for  the  protection  of  the  membership  and 
official  standing  of  the  slaveholder.  It  is  upon  ground  like  this  I  stand,  not,  aa  I 
may  be  charged,  from  a  sudden  conversion  to  eauihem  prwciple;  No,  sir;  I  am 
govenied  by  doctrines  which  I  have  maintained  from  mv  maX  entrance  into  the 
ministiy  imto  the  present  hour;  doctrines  such  as  I  publicly  assented  to  in  the 
report  of  the  Ohio  Conference  in  1835 — such  as  I  have  expressed  in  letters  writtett 
by  me  from  the  south  in  the  winter  of  1841  and  1842,  and  which  were  %o  gtomikf 
|»erverted  in  the  "  Watchman."  For  these  opinions,  thus  expressed,  ultra  aboh- 
tionism  has  made  war  ufon  me,  and  even,  in  one  or  two  instances,  pulpits  faavd 
been  closed  against  me.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  am  no  friend  to  slaverjr, 
and  practically  became  an  abolitionist,  proving  my  faith  by  my  works,  by  emand^  , 
pating  perh^  as  many  slaves  as  any  brother  upon  the  floor  of  the  conference. 
But  I  itoio  have  my  senons  doubts,  afthouffh  I  acted  from  princ^les  of  justice  aod 
humanity  la  giving  them  their  freedom,  woether  I  have  truly  improved  their  oon-  i 
dition.  A  gentleman  from  Ohio,  now  in  the  city,  has  just  informed  me  that  the|r  i 
are  now  dependant  upon  the  kind  charities  of  the  communiw^  in  which  they  livec^ 
the  husband  and  father  having  basely  fled  and  left  them  helpless  and  in  want,  he 
never  before  having  been  bound  to  support  ibem, 

Let  us  again,  for  a  moment,  look  at  what  is  proposed  in  the  resdlatian  now 
before  the  conference.  It  is  virtually  tiie  removal  of  Bishop  Andrew  from  the 
episcopacy.  Now,  sir,  as  to  the  autiiority  of  this  General  Codferenoe  to  remove  or 
expel  a  bishop^  I  have  never  for  aainole  moment  doubted ;  nor  do  I  now  remember  te 
have  heard  it  doubted  on  the  floor^  of  this  conference..  But  is  this  to  be  done  in  the 
informal  manner  now  proposed  in  this  substitute  t  Is  this  a  trial  7  Have  the  ^ 
charges  and  speoificationa  been  spread  before  the  conference  7  Has  the  evidenoe  ' 
been  adduced 7    No,  sir;  no  such  thing  is  pretended.    If  we  ore  tedepoee^ 
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'Mbapf  lot  niTbaye  an  open,  fair,  and  foil  triri,'  liiat  whether  ^k»  object  be  gamed 
.or  not,  we,  atf  a  conference,  at  least,  may  stand  ac(]mtted  before  me  bar  of  onr 
ootnmon  comtry  Jrom  hatvin^  aicted  m  a  mapner  which  may  be  pixmonnoed  mQoat 
and  illegaL  If  apon  sach  charge,  improper  conduct  can  be  proved  upon  the  buhop, 
I  will  for  one  faithfully  and  impartiaUjr  perform  my  duty.  Bat  ahaU  we,  upon  a 
mere  question  of  expediency,  proceed  in  this  summary  manner  to  dmHMe  a  bishop  f 
Why,  sir,  weU  may  we  panse  in  yiew  of  the  dreadful  and  fearftil  conseqaencea 
which  must  ensue,  when,  sir^— I  dread  too,  with  others,  to  pronoonce  b  word 
which  grstjM  harshly  upon  my  ear,  and  deeply  pains  my  heart— -^e  dirision  of  our 
beloved  Church  moat  oe  the  inevitable  resuH.  And  why  do  brethren  demand 
this  ?  What  is  the  plea  for  this  expediency  t  Because,  say  they,  Bishop  Andrew 
has  rendered  himseu  tmacceptable  to  a  large  portion  of  the  Church.  Whence,  air, 
and  how  do  we  know  this  fiust  ?  Have  we  been  instructed  on  tfais  subject  f  Have 
we  been  directed  as  to  the  course  we  should  pursue  f  No.  Let  us,  then,  rather 
hear  iinom  the  Church,  the  whole  Church,  their  opinions  upon  this  important  sub- 
lect  I  will  venture,  however,  here  in  m^  place  to  say,  that  in  Cincinnati,  in  Pfail^ 
delphia,  in  New-York,  in  New-Jersey,  and  in  other  non-alaveholding  sections  of  our 
oountry,  where  all  the  circumstances  and  facts  in  this  case  are  made  known, 
Bishop  Andrew  would  be  greeted,  as  he  ever  has  been,  vnth  a  most  warm  and 
hearty  reception,  and  listened  to  with  grati6ed  and  delighted  interest.  I  know  that 
I/>ccupy  in  these  remarks  highly-responsible  grouncf,  but  from  the  moat  honest 
oottvictions  of  my  mind  these  opinions  are  expressed.  Once  more :  I  am  opposed 
to  the  expediency  plead  for,  be<Anse  the  passage  of  this  resolution  wiU  most  OTect- 
nally  close  tl)e  door,  the  now  open  door  of  Gospel  privileges,  to  the  poor  slave  hmi- 
self.  In  view,  then,  of  these  results,  let  me  beseecn  bretnren  to  pause,  before,  by 
their  vote,  the  south  shall  be  severed,  and  these  disastrous  consequences  come  upon 
us.  I  am  bound  to  tkat-  iouth  hy  the  strongest  possible  ties ;  the  graves  of  my 
ancestry  are  there,  it  is  the  land  of  brave  men,  who  lived  and  died  ror  our  coun- 
try's liberty.  But  I  pve  way  to  others  who  I  see  are  waiting,  and  more  able  to 
do  justice  to  the  subject,  hj^  thanking  you  for  your  attention,  and  saying,  with  a 
punty  of  purpose  and  conscious  inteerity  of  sou,  I  am  vnlling  to  meet  my  people 
while  I  stand  acquitted  at  the^bar  otmy  own  conscience,  and  will,  I  firmly  believe, 
atand  acquitted  before  the  ereat  tribunal  of  heaven  at  the  last  day. 

Dr.  Wmans  followed,  /dthough  quite  unprepared,  fiitigued  with  labour,  and  in 
feeble  health,  he  felt  it  an  impentlve  dut^  to  make  a  few  remarks.  The  confer- 
enoe  had  a  ffuaranfy  in  his  previous  practice  that  he  would  not  detain  them  long, 
and  he  womd  earnestly  beg  their  attention  while  he  should  present  a  correct  view 
of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  tiie  Discipline  applicable  to  the  present  case.  He 
would  call  attention  to  the  speech  of  brodier  Hamline,  of  the  Ohio  Conferenoe, 
particulariy  the  third  proposition,  regarding  die  administratrve  powers  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference.  He  would  not  dispute  wi&  the  brother  eiuer  with  regard  to 
the  legisiative  powers  of  the  GJeneral  Conference,  or  on  the  point  that  the  General 
Conference  is  the  supreme  authority  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He  would  concede 
ihe  latter  point  if  it  means  that  the  General  Conference  has  the  highest  appellant 
jurisdiction,  and  is  the  only  judicial  authoriiy  before  which  a  bishop  can  oe  ulti- 
matelv  arnd^ed.  Another  proposition,  he  oonsidered,  amounted  to  about  €bis ; 
that  the  administrative  powers  of  the  General  Conference  "^ere  absolute  and  unlim- 
ited, except  so  fer  as  restrained  by  the  restrictive  resolutions  of  the  Discipline.  He 
woidd  beg  to  be  corrected  if  he  should  make  any  misstatement. 

Mr.  Hamline  wished  the  brother  to  proceed  with  his  renuuks,  and  not  look  to  him 
Ibr  any*  correction  till  he  had  done  his  argument 

Dr.  Winans  continued.  The  brother  might  rest  assured  as  positively  as  if  written 
in  characters  of  fire  on  the  speaker's  heart,  that  he  would  not  intentionally  do  him 
nigustice.  Although  from  his  unfortnnate  understandina  of  the  proposition,  be  might 
be  fightii^  a  inan  of  straw,  he  would  buffet  it  with  all  his  might,  n>r  on  that  groimd 
was  based  every  argument  of  the  brother  bearing  on  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew. 
Did  the  General  Conference  possess  this  plenary  administrative  power?  No,  em- 
pliatioally.  Properly  speaking,  the  General  Conference,  as  soch,  possesses  not  a 
particle  of  original  admmistratiye  power.  All  the  administrative  power  it  does 
possess  is  conferred  upon  it  by  its  own  action  m  another  jnpacity.  It  is  purely  n 
eieature  having  delegated  attributes,  and  none  others.  What  are  these  deviated 
powers  ?  They  are  few,  ai^d  exceedingly  rimple.  Where  are  they  found  t  Where 
every  Mediodist  ought  to  look,  in  the  book  of  DiacipUne — ^not  in  abstract  reasonmg 
«r  metapl^aioal  sophisticationB.    It  would  not  tax  the  patienoe  of  the  brethren  1» 
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permit  Imn  to  read  them.  ''The  General  Cenfereaoe  ahaQ  kBTeftll  powers  to 
make  rules  and  regulations  lor  oar  Clmrch,"  and  that  is  the  whole  of  her  power* 
Her  admhustrative  power  was  to  be  found  solely  in  the  roles  and  regnlations  which 
she  had  made.  It  was  right  it  should  be  so.  God  forbid  that  the  migoriiy  of  this 
conference  should  be  invested  with  plenary  power  to  be  nsed  at  will !  [<'  Amen/' 
**  Amen."]  There  would  be  immense  hazard  in  allowing  the  General  Conference 
to  exercise  discretionary,  absolute  anthority,  by  means  of  the  minority*  Well,  then, 
applying  this  matter  to  the  point  at  issue,  tiie  only  mle  that  can  be  relied  upon  in 
toe  present  case  is  this :  the  General  Conference  may  expel  a  bishop  for  improper 
cononct  if  they  deem  it  necessary.  Beyond  or  i^rart  from  this  rule  they  have  no 
power  or  antbority  to  touch  the  subject  of  Bishop  Andrew's  position.  It  they  have 
the  power  to  expel  a  man,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  haye  a  right  to  suspend  or 
reprove  him.  To  admit  this  would  be  throwing  the  door  of  discretion  wide  open. 
On  the  contrary,  the  General  Conference  have  no  power  to  suspend,  depose,  or 
reprove  a  bishoo.  There  was  good  reason  why  it  sliould  be  so.  What  an  anom- 
aly would  be  a  deposed,  reproved,  dishononred  bishop !  To  send  abroad  into  the 
world  the  responsible  heaa  of  the  Church  clothed  with  infiimy,  would  be  an  oat- 
rage  upon  aU  decency  and  propriety— would  strike  at  the  very  foundations  of  tiie 
Church.  If  Bishop  Andrew  had  been  guilty  of  improper  and  censuraHo  cimdnct, 
in  thename  of  Meuodism  let  him  be  expelled.  The  conference  could  do  no  mora 
Inferred  powers  were  always  dangerous,  hazardous,  ruinous.  And  what  was  under* 
stood  by  improper  conduct  1  What  the  role  by  which  to  judge  of  it  7  Was  it  a 
brother's  opinion,  or  the  aggregate  of  all  their  opinions  f  The  time  had  been,  and 
might  come  again,  when  it  would  be  judsed  improper  conduct  in  a  bishop  not  to 
wear  a  surplice,  or  not  to  adorn  his  temples  wim  a  tiara  after  a  jparticnlar  fasluon. 
It  was  one  of  the  strongest  arguments  of  the  brother  from  Baltmiore  that  the  con- 
duct of  Bishop  Andrew  had  excited  discontent  Therofore,  it  was  improper— a 
very  curious  mode  of  roasoning,  indeed-Hi  manner  of  arriving  at  a  conclusion  not 
taught  in  any  man's  philosophy,  but  growing  oat  of  the  emergency  of  the  occaaioit 
—the  extreme  pressure  of  tne  brothers  feebng.  Admit  its  propriety,  and  it  would 
only  be  necessary  for  a  few  agitators — and  the  worid  and  me  Church  always  had 
them — ^to  raise  an  excitement  now  and  then,  to  kindle  an  in^rnal  blaze  which 
should  scorch  the  very  vitaU  of  religion,  and  bum  the  heart  of  the  Chnrch.  CoiM 
brethren  look  this  matter  foUy,  &irly,  and  candidly  in  the  face,  and  not  take  back 
the  sronnd  on  which  rested  the  impropriety  of  Bishop  Andrew's  conduct  1  The 
^reuer  would  not  dare  to  meet  the  proposition  in  any  intelligent  society.  ^  It  would 
cover  him  with  confosion.  Again,  the  brother  had  ar^ed  that  the  bishop  was 
elected  as  a  non-slaveholding  man,  and,  forsooth,  connectins  himself  with  slavery 
was  contrary  to  the  practice  and  usages  of  the  Church,  ana  a  very  improper  act 
BeaUy,  there  never  yet  had  been  a  bishop  chosen  from  Mississippi ;  stiU  he  weniUI 
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deny  tiiat  it  is  against  the  usages  of  the  Churoh  to  elect  a  bishop  from  '. 
But  he  would  meet  the  brotner  a  little  closer.  Did  the  brotner  know  that 
tima  was  when  a  slaveholder  came  within  one  of  being  elected  to  the  office  of 
bishop  ?  Did  the  brother  know  that  a  slaveholder,  in  1832,  received  forty  noO'^ 
alaveholding  votes,  and  if  he  had  received  perhaps  fifty  he  would  have  been  elected 
bishop  7  Tne  fiict  is,  there  had  been  no  usage  in  the  matter.  Bishop  Andrew 
knew  his  rights,  and  undbrstood  the  law,  and  was  open  to  its  regular  operations— > 
he  understtwd  ihe  DiKipline»  which  is  a  littie  more  liberal  than  the  brother  from 
Baltimore,  who  is  to  have  a  general  le^lation  for  all  Methodirt  nreachers,  and  a 
special  legislation  fm*  the  bislxms.  The  law  applicable  to  a  travelling  preacher  was 
i^I>licable  to  a  bishop,  and  he  desired  to  be  snown  how  it  was  not,  not  by  inferenoe 
or  induction,  but  by  putting  thehr  finger  on  the  point  Slaveholders  had  been 
making  concessions  from  time  immemorial.  The  south  had  conceded  to  the  nortii, 
and  the  interests  of  the  south  had  been  cramped  more  and  more  from  General  Con- 
ference to  General  Conference ;  yet  they  had  borne  it,  rather  than  depart  from  th* 
unity  of  the  Churoh.  It  was  tiieir  principle  to  yield  to  the  utmost  extent,  rather 
than  give  over  the  unity  of  the  Churoh;  but  they  were  now  brought  to  a  pohil 
bejond  which  they  cocud  not  go  without  roinous  conse^ences.  The  majority  in 
Uns  case  were  like  the  cuckoo,  that  inmnaatfiw  itself  mto  tiie  nest  of  the  snuDer 
birds.  The  brethren  at  the  south  must  meet  the  question  before  them  with  solemn 
declarations,  that  they  do  not  stand  connected  with  that  aboUtion  body  called  the 
MethocUst  Episcopal  Churoh.  He  could  not  sympathize  with  the  brother  who  had 
called  himself  an  abolitionist  on  the  floor  of  this  conference.  For  what  did  aboH* 
lM»D»«n  seek  and  pray  T    Why,  that,  contrary  to  tiie  provirioas  of  the  Diiciplins^ 
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i  the  Bfelihod»t  E^piicapal  ChDrck  ihoold  have  no  slarehoIdiQg  \>ialiop.  Notwilli 
r  atwddiQg  abolitiomats,  00  would  claim  axid  demand  the  nglit  lor  iks  south.  Bat  the 
confiHrence  were  going  eTen  ftirther  than  the  abolitioniats  prayed  they  Bhoold  go. 
They  were  ffoins  to  cuvest  a  hishop  of  his  office,  and  that,  too,  not  because  he,  at 
a  hisbop,  had  violatad  the  Discipline,  but  simplr  becanse  he  was  connected  with 
slavery;  and  there  would  be  a  shout  raised  as  load  as  the  few  altra  abc^tionista 
could  xaise,  whenever  the  Genend  Conferenoe  passed  this  resolution^  It  would 
be  because  their  designs  would  then  be  secured,  and  he  would  defy  any  aboli- 
tioniBt  on  this  floor  to  oeny  it.  1 

A  member.—"  Mr.  President,  I  deny  it." 

Another.— "80  do  I." 

Mr.  Winans  responded.—- That  was  enou^.  He  wished  for  no  argument.  Ha 
meant  just  what  he  said.  He  cared  not  if  they  did  deny  it.  It  was  as  plain  as  if 
written  with  a  sunbeam  in  the  heavens.  He  could  not  lorgive  the  Baltimore  dele> 
Ation.  Why?  Simpl;^  becanse  they  claimed  conservatism.  Conservatism  of  what  T 
Conservatism  of  the  Discipline  T  No:  they  were  immolating  the  Discipline  on  the 
altar  of  abolitionism.  Conservatism  of  the  episcopacy  7  No :  tfaby  had  bound  hand 
and  ibot  one  of  their  bishoos,  and  intendcld  to  sacrifice  him.  Conservatimi  of 
Methodism  7  of  the  union  or  the  Church  7  They  were  plunging  a  dagger  into  the 
vm  vitals  of  that  union.  He  eould  not  forgive  them,  unless  they  would  take 
'  back  the  assumption  of  conservatism.  In  what  were  they  oonservatista?  Why, 
they  were  conservatistB  of  aboUtion,  and  they  must  dther  take  back  their  daim  to 
OonservatiBm  of  the  Discipline,  or  he  could  not  forgive  their  inconsistency.  He 
.  kved  the  Baltimore  Conference,  (the  speaker  here  reviewed  his  personal  oonneo- 
tion  with  that  conference  in  his  earlier  days,  and  at  the  commencement  of  his  min- 
istry, and  continued,)  but  when  they  took  him  by  the  beard  to  kiss  him,  and  then 
lounged  a  poisoned  dagger  into  his  breast,  he  must  say  it  was  too  bad;  it  was  tfaa 
nnkindest  cut  of  aD,  and  he  could  not  help  exclaiming,  "  Et  tu  Brute  /"  He  Bhoold 
not  quarrel  with  the  Baltimore  delegation  if  they  gave  their  vote  as  they  ouj^t  to 
TOte,  according  to  the  immutable  laws  of  justice.  He  would  never  believe  their 
Conservatism,  while  they  crushed  the  south,  and  drove  them  to  an  independent 
wstenoe,  as  drive  they  would.    He  had  spoken  too  long,  but  if  he  had  the  strengtii 

Ike  would  protract  the  debate  till  January,  rather  than  that  they  should  be  driven 
forth  a  mmed  community— dissevered,  destroyed,  and  gloried  over  by  other  deno* 
ndnations,  who  were  more  prudent  in  these  matters  than  themselves. 
The  conference  soon  afterward  adjourned  until  half-jpast  three. 

APTXRirooir  sKsnoN. 

Mr.  Cartwright  said,  after  some  playful  allusions  to  the  vride  range  ttken  hj 
Baogr  of  the  sprnkers  during  the  discussion,— I  had  intended  asking  pardon  of  thia 
conference  for  alluding  to  toe  sulgect  at  all,  for  I  am  sure  none  of  the  other  speak- 

Iers  touched  it,  or  came  within  forty  miles  of  it.  Now,  sir,  I  presume,  from  the 
long  and  able  debates— <and  there  have  been  since  yesterday  morning  some  tolera- 
bly respectable  speeches — ^that  the  constitutionality  of  our  proceeding  is  the  main 
question ;  for  the  statutes  and  laws  have  been  brought  in  aw  reviewed,  from  the 
private  member  up  to  the  honourable  bench  of  bishops;  and  my  purpose  now  is, 
more  especially,  m  some  little  way  and  manner,  to  contribute  to  disabuse  the 
minds  of  the  members  of  this  conferenoe  of  some  of  the  round  assertions,  as  weQ 
as  heterodox  doctrines,  made  and  propagated  on  this  floor.  Now,  sir,  I  believe  it 
has  been  the  order,  and  I  must  oe  oorne  with  a  little  if  I  follow  it,  to  open  the 
n>eeche8  by  telling  one's  experience.  ^  I  like  this  sort  of  meetmg  first  rate.  Bro- 
I  ther  Green  used  up  all  the  o^ital  I's  in  the  English  language,  and  when  I  search 
1  for  one  or  two,  I  come  at  missing  them.  But  a  word  to  aim ;  for  I  think,  from  his 
own  account,  he  is  a  tremendous  man !  He's  not  afiraid  of  Indians,  panthen,  wfld- 
calB,  nor  nothing  of  the  sort  I  adnure  his  courage ;  but  his  religious  ejn>^eno» 
was  not  so  clever,  after  all.  Now,  it  so  happens,  by  a  strange  chain  of^circum- 
•tances,  that  I  stand  before  you  to-day,  unworthy  as  I  am,  as  one  among  the  olii 
preachers  who  joined  the  Western  Conference  in  1805.  That  was  the  seventh' 
conference  the  Methodists  held  in  this  country.  Well,  the  debates  and  speechea 
which  have  been  on  this  floor,  and  the  debates  in  tiie  controverqr  ehont  Meifa<^ 
dist  law  and  usage,  have  brought  to  m^  mind  some  of  my  most  eany  recollectiona 
on  that  subject;  and  they  are  not  painful,  but  pleasant.  I  was  bom  (here  the 
speaker  expressed  a  hope  that  some  **  brother  would  not  get  his  dander  op,"  but 
aa  mtetmption  prevented  the  reporter  catching  the  point  of  the  remark)  m  Amhent 
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«aanty,  an  Jvhim  Shrer.  Trom  diere  I  migrafted  inta  KeaVtuAy,  tcmaaf^  theMbenSy 
and  psnthen,  and  wildcat*,  and  Indiani,  £at  my  friend  talked  aboat  I  know  iH 
•boat  tfaem;  and  if  he  had  had  to  stand  as  I  have  stood,  in  open  fields,  wiUi 
Jiwii«m«  ahootinf  fixnn  behind  every  tree  in  the  neigfabonihood,  he  would  hove 
qnailed«  I  think;  but  may  be  not— that's  not  impcnrtant.  The  fitst  Methodist 
preacher  I  ever  heard,  or  haTe  any  recollection  of,  died  not  long  since  in  tiie  soa^ 
and  was  known  ftvoorably  to  the  brethren  there,  I  have  no  donbt  He  baptized 
me.  Now,  sir,  I  will  so^,  that  in  all  my  lonff  yean  of  relation  to,  and  acqnaintanoe 
"v^ith,  Methodism  and  Mfelhodist  preachers,  I  never  heard  one  who  did  not  oppose  / 
slavery  from  stem  to  stem.  Ana  diey  did  it  in  all  good  conscience,  privately  and  f 
pabliclv.  And  as  reference  was  made  yesterday,  by  the  speaker  who  onoted 
£moiy 's  woik,  to  the  ansetded  state  of  tins  qnestion,  I  want  it  to  be  rememDered, 
that,  at  that  eaily  day,  and  throagh  all  the  squabbles  and  difficulties  through  which 
the  Church  waoed,  there  was  not  an  advocate  for  slavery  to  be  found  among 
Methodist  pieadiexB. 

I  will  not  tore  politician,  and  teilk  about  the  rights  of  man ;  nor  will  I  give  my 
political  opinians.  If  I  did  the^  would  be  differeiit  from  diose  of  the  brother  from 
Viiginia.  Again:  if  vre  have,  m  the  Economy  of  our  Church,  rules  and  regnlatioiis 
by  which  we  can  manage  all  the  officers  of  the  Church  until  we  come  up  to  the  bish-  . 
ops,  and  then  have  no  uw,  as  was  a^ed  to-day,  but  the  act  of  ezpaJsion,  we  are  I 
in  a  deplomble  Bjl.  You  are  all  fiuniHar  with  the  rules  and  regulations  about  clasa-  ' 
leaders,  exhorters,  anfl  licentiates,  and  the  unprofitableness  of  travelling  preachers. 
Well,  now,  I  oonoeive  by  virtue  of  the  office,  if  one  of  our  0nx>erintmdent8  was 
cuovn  to  be  unaoceptable  and  unprofitable,  it  is  our  imperative  duty  to  remove 
him  firom  office,  and  the  Discqiline  gives  the  power.  If  we  can  regulate  the  whole 
machinery,  and  have  not  power  to  touch  a  bishop  when  he  comes  upon  the  table, 
1  say  we  are  in  adeploraole  fix  indeed.  Now  it  has  been  wrongly  affirmed  that 
reproof,  censure,  or  suspensiott,  are  all  <mt  of  the  law.  I  difier  in  opinion,  but  if  I 
am  wrong,  and  my  brother  is  right,  I  think  it  is  high  time  there  was  one,  and  I  go 
finr  it.  I  never  was  a  great  fiivourite  with  the  bishojps,  but  I  Hke  them :  they  have 
always  treated  me  better  than  I  deserved,  considenng  me  as  Peter  Cartwright  I 
have  no  great  cause  to  complain,  and  never  had.  I  remember  Bishops  Asbwy  and 
Whatooat,  and  received  appointments  fiopm  them,  and  thejr  never  afflicted  me; 
I  was  always  ready  to  go  anywhere,  and  could  make  a  bad  circuit  a  good  one  on  a 
push,  when  they  pat  me  there.  I  have  no  spite  against  any  bishop,  and  need  not 
stop  to  vent  my  feelings.  I  never  had  anything  against  Bishop  Andrew ;  but  this 
■  does  not  ^|ter  my  mind  in  this  matter,  and  I  wul  rorbear  noticmg  his  pacific  rela- 
tion to  slavery;  I  will  do  this  in  view  of  the  information  of  ttoB  Ivge  and  respecta> 
ble  body  of  ministen.  But  while  I  do  this,  I  must  beg  leave  to  repudiate  the  he- 
retical doctrine^  advanced  by  soudiem  men  on  thb  fioor,  that  if  yon  take  a  man  in 
the  south  and  elect  him  without  slaves,  he  is  Imble  to  become  a  shveholder,  and  he 
cannot  get  rid  of  it.  Why,  my  dear  sir,  this  is  all  humbuggery,  and  nothhiff  ehte. 
It  was  once  my  misibrtune  to  become  by  heirship  the  owner  of  slaves.  Icoulahave 
nlead  with  truth,  and  certaintjr  of  sympathetio  reeponees,  the  disabilities  of  the  law  i 
out  no,  sir,  I  did  not  do  so;  I  shouloeied  my  responsibilitjr,  and  resolved  to  be, 
hke  Cesar's  wife,  beyond  suspicion.    I  took  diem  to  my  state,  set  them  free,  gave 


tfaem  land,  and  built  them  a  £ouse,  and  they  made  more  money  than  ever  I  di&  by  I 
my  preachmg.  I  only  name  this  as  a  set  on  wsinst  the  old  snperamniated  thhigs  I 
piUmed  on  us  by  brother  Green;  and  I  stand  at  thw  daj  security  ftfr  more  than  ^ 


two  hundred  negroes,  whom  I  helped  to  set  fi'ee.  The  hw  requires  that  yon  be> 
come  security,  imd  righteous  ia  the  law ;  and  some  of  the  brethren  who  looked 
somewhat  to  the  fleshpots  of  Ea]rpt>  hesitated  about  manumission  because  of  this 
required  security,  and  I  steppeoin  and  took  the  responsibility.  I  thank  God  that 
I  ever  did  so.  I  have  seen  someof  them  sinoe,  and  they  are  respectable  men,  and 
will  contmue  so  as  long  as  they  Hve  in  the  world. 

Now  it  is  painful  to  me  to  hear  the  southern  brethren  pernst  in  one  iMBertion» 
and  I  fling  it  bade  with  righteous  resentment ;— 4hat  every  man  who  will  not  chime 
in  with  their  opinions  is  an  abolitiomst,  and  that  if  this  resolution  prevails  we  be- 
come an  abolition  Church.  If  such  be  te  sense  in  which  they  take  it,  I  bes  leave 
to  inform  their  royal  bonoan  it  is  not  true.  Thaidc  God,  I  have  no  such  blood  in 
my  veins.  I  stand  on  the  platform  of  old  Methodism.  I  hope  this  was  only  a 
flourish,  and  not  intended  to  take  any  advantage.  But  be  tiiat  as  it  may,  I  tULe 
-this  opportuni^r  of  saying  it  is  not  one  wwd  true.  Well,  I  want  brethren  not  to  go 
hanging  ikear  Ups,  and  get  afinid  of  the  ^w  of  a  mnokworm;  for  we  have  seen 
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and  hoard  all  this  tboader  and  Hghtniiig  before,  and  the  moM  10  not  0O1110  Id  ok 
«iid  yet.  We  are  mot  going  to  take  the  world  hj  Btorm,  and  know  nothing  of  tfaoas 
maffazmes  of  powder  that  our  brother  talked  of.  Why,  he  mnat  be  afraid  of  ghoata, 
and  woiUd  be  afraid  to  walk  alone  of  a  dark  night.  Talk  of  a  diyuian !  I  hope 
we  shall  hear  no  more  of  this  aickly  tsflu  I  do  not  beliere  in  a  diviaion,  and  bave 
[  not  firom  the  first  Why,  this  Methodist  Episeopal  Church  would  not  miaa  mo 
i  any  more  than  an  ox  would  miss  a  fly  off  his  hon.  Well,  I  have  ei\joyed  myself 
during  all  this  talk ;  sometimes  yoa  have  made  me  hm^h,  and  sometimos  you  have 
made  me  cry :  I  have  been  gjad  and  sonr,  and  sometunes  I  have  knocked  abovt 
from  ode  to  side,  and  determined  I  would  not  ciy  any  more ;  then  some  eld  ieDow 
has  got  hold  of  me,  and  I  have  gone  ahead  again. 

But  now,  sir,  I  wanted  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  fidse  positiona  taken  here. 
The  venerable  names  of  sainted  ministers  and  bishops  have  been  lugged  in  to  f^w9 
anpport  and  coimtenance  to  the  principle  of  the  right  of  slaveholders  to  tiie  epiaco- 
pacy.  I  may  say  here,  "  A  naiss  is  as  good  as  a  nme."  One  man  came  within  one 
I  vote,  but  then  he  was  not  a  bishop.  It  has  been  said,  Bishop  M'Kendree  intended 
to  have  purchased  one<  Now  I  have  only  to  say,  that  I  have  heard  him  aay,  five 
hundrea  times,  that  if  he  owned  a  thousand  slaves  he  would  not  die  a  aLaveholder 
•—he  would  set  them  fr«e.  This  doctrine  he  taught  me  when  I  was  a  beardlev 
boy,  and  when  I  was  a  presiding  elder  Now  my  brother  talked  about  his  tre> 
mendous  disposition.  He'd  fieht  any  way— on  his  feet,  or  on  his  knees,  or  on  his 
back,  and  wouldn't  yield  no  now  you  could  fix  it.  Well,  Fve  no  diai)ositiai  to 
fight  that  brother.    He'll  find  plenty  to  do,  however.    I  was  a  little  amused  at  my 
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learned  fiiend  irom  Georgia,  a  Christian  and  a  gentleman  I  believe,  but  he  di' 
me  with  his  Laon  that  he  had  quoted.  It  brought  to  my  mind  a  little  anecdote 
about  a  fellow  somewhere  in  the  (Seorgia  swamps,  who  had  been  elected  to  aome 
little  office  in  the  country — ^police  officer  or  constable—and  he  had  to  serve  a  wxit 
ujpon  some  man,  who,  when  pursued,  gave  him  &e  dodge  and  plunged  into  one 
of  the  swampfl.  The  constable  did  not  hke  to  follow  him  there,  eo  he  setamed  hoa 
writ,  with  this  explanation :  **  ii»  Mwampum  ei  non  eofneahan,"  1  want  to  pay  my 
respects  to  the  htUe  learned  brother  that  would  not  distorb  the  hair  on  toe  head 
of  a  bald-headed  man.  What  I  want  to  come  at  is  this.  We  s<nnetimes  get  warm 
and  heated  in  debate.  As  to  my  temperament,  I  am  cool,  and  deliberate,  and 
good  humoured.  But  you  know,  sir,  m  the  course  of  this  debate  we  have  been 
tiureatoned.  Now  I  don't  like  this.^  I  never  myself  ^ueaten,  except  when  I  am 
in  a  bad  tamper;  and  a  man  that  is  a  man  is  not  goinr  to  be  scared  becanae  I 
threaten  him.  Now,  we  have  been  threatened  with  a  division,  and  with  protests^ 
that  should  be  couched  in  language  that  should  bum  upon  our  cheeks  before  liie 
American  people,  and  American  Church !  These  bi^  fellows  I  never  did  like  in  mj 
lifo.  I  have  heard  a  deal  of  fuss  about  these  American  fixtures*  ''Eveiy  little  bob- 
bing, squeaking  thing,  likes  to  come  upon  us  as  an  accredited  American  something. 
Who  are  the  American  people?  Why  those  whose  fiithers  fought,  and  bled,  aim. 
gained  our  liberties ;  and  are  we  afraid  of  our  doines  going  before  diemf  I  dene 
mey  should  go.  I  do  think  that,  although  the  bromer  nas  great  moral,  and  mental, 
and  physical,  and  intellectoal  courage,  vet  I  ahali  venture  to  pronounee  his  enlc^. 
I  love  the  brother,  and  I  love  him  well;  but  I  have  no  wish  that  he  should  drive, 
ju  the  old  fellow  drove  his  swine,  and  I  had  it  in  my  mind  to  say  to  him,  David 
slew  the  Hon,  the  bear,  and  Goliah — Samson  slew  the  Philistines,  Alexander  cod- 
auered  the  world,  but  you,  sir,  have  excelled  them  aB.    It  has  been  said,  that  all 


mis  speaking,  writing,  and  legialating  has  never  procured  the  emancipation  of  coe 
slave.    NoW  I  am  proud  to  Imow  that  is  a  capital  mistake. 

Now  I  say  that  we^  have  our  rights  and  privileges  as  well  as  others,  and  brethran 

Sin  nothing  by  kicking  me  off  and  another  off,  and  throwmg  us  into  company  that 
ey  are  pleased  to  call  disgraoefiil,  because  of  their  undue  notation  of  any  snalnect. 
It  has  been  alleged  that  the  abolition  movement  has  done  incalculable  misdii^. 
I  heard  a  venerable  bishop  once  say,  in  reference  to  that  a^tation,  that  reactian 
was  the  safety-valve  of  the  world.  I  beg  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  feeling  in  my 
heart  firiendly  to  slavery,  and  I  go  aayminff  in  reason,  where  the  laws  of  the 
Church  are  not  vicdated ;  but  when  they  tefl  me  it  is  none  of  my  business,  sad 
that  I  have  no  right  to  intermeddle  in  the  matter^  I  be^  to  enter  my  pretest 
against  the  doctrine.  I  know  that  firom  the  ultra  agitatbn  m  the  north  mnch  mis- 
c£ief  resulted,  but  the  stain  is  not  on  my  skirts.  And  I  have  no  doubt  men  have 
taken  their  colour  from  the  ultras  both  north  and  south.  A  word  or  two  in  refe^ 
enoe  to  New-York.    I  was  oppoaed  to  bringing  the  conference  here,  but  I  cuam 
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here  to  re^sent  one  of  the  annual  conferefloeB  that  tailed  this  barrier  againetj^it 
lank  abohtionism.  A  word  for  the  Baltimore  Conference.  I  have  felt  ibr  tbem. 
t  have  leen  the  design  in  the  attacks  made  upon  them,  and  cocdd  not  help  seeing 
it.  I  hope  these  breUiren  will  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  scared  out  of  their  prin- 
ciples. Who  does  not  know  fliat  the  Baltimore  Conference  is  an  old  Methodist 
ground,  and  deserves  to  have  her  name^^tten  in  capital  letters  of  gold.  But  the 
brother  says  he  cannot  forgive  them.  Nay,  I  take  that  back — ^I  hope  they  wfll 
never  need  it,  and  will  go  to  heaven  without  I  know  their  relation  to  slavery 
and  their  difficulties,  but  in  spite  of  all  tbe  efforts^  eloquence,  and  power  of  the 
prosecuting  attDmey  general,  mey  came  out  unsinged  and  without  the  smell  of  fire 
i]^n  them.     May  they  live  for  ever ! 

Mr  Crandall  moved  that  the  debate  be  closed,  and  the  vote  on  the  question  be 
taken,  at  half-past  five  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Bi^op  Andrew  had  desired  them, 
in  a  way  that  was  calculated  to  make  an  impression  on  their  minds,  to  bring  this 
matter  to  an  end,  and  observed  that  he  had  been  hung  up  long  enough.  Out  of 
respect  to  him,  it  ought  to  be  done.  Some  on  both  sides  wished  still  to  speak,  it 
was  true,  but  unless  they  got  their  business  done  thev  would  soon  be  without  a 
auorum  of  members.  He  was  ready  to  vote  at  tiie  close  of  fiie  bishop's  address 
uiat  morning,  and  there  never  was  a  moment  when  there  would  have  been  leas 
votes  on  his  side  than  at  that  time.  That  was  followed  by  two  speeches  bom 
southern  members,  but  he  was  willing  at  any  time  to  have  voted.  They  had  now, 
it  was  true,  had  two  speeches  on  the  other  side,  which  had  tended  to  cool  them 
do^n  and  make  ^em  deliberate  a  little  more,  but  he  presumed  that  neither  side 
would  complain  of  that 

Mr.  Early  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table,  which  was  lost 

Dr.  Capers  supposed  that  the  vote  indicated  very  decidedly  that  they  should  not 
have  much  longer  time  to  discuss  the  question.  He  never  knew  a  question  before 
the  General  Conference  which  he  so  earnestly  desired  should  be  patiently  and 
leng^thily  discussed.  It  was  not  in  his  nature  to  be  an  alarmist,  and  certainly  not 
in  ms  religion,  but  he  would  say  that  he  did  most  conscientiously  regard  the  situ** 
tion  of  the  Church  to.be  a  most  painful  one,  and  that  &e  Church  herself  was  in 
immediate  danger  of  secession  or  schism,  call  it  what  they  would.  He  deemed  it 
of  vast  importance,  and  that  it  would  benefit  the  Church,  to  have  &e  matter  dearly 
and  fully  discussed.  An  alarming  evil  threatened  the  southern  churohes,  and  they 
wanted  all  the  help  they  could  get  in  trying  to  ward  it  off.  The  question  must  to 
"Allowed  to  be  one  of  vast  and  most  momentous  interest  Since  the  be^jinning  of 
die  debate  he  had  desired  to  speak  upon  it,  not  merely  because  he  desned  to  be 
heard,  but  because  be  had  a  solemn  conviction  that  it  was  his  duty.  There  were 
several  others  in  the  same  position.  A  venerable  friend  from  South  Carolina  had 
not  obtained  the  fioor,  though  he  desired  it  much.  He  (Dr.  C.)  should  have  liked 
to  have  given  his  testimony  had  a  convenient  opportonity  presented  itself,  but  he 
could  not  Bcufile  for  the  floor,  and  he  had  been  pained  iad  grieved  by  seeing  % 
dozen  claiming  the  floor  at  once.  True,  they  hadT  had  a  great  deal  of  discussion, 
valuable  discussion,  but  the  subject  was  not  exhausted.  He  oe^ged  to  call  the  attefr> 
tion  of  the  mover  to  this  seemingly  iair  proposition,  and  to  remmd  him  that  although 
the  question  seemed  to  involve  only  two  sides  or  parties,  those  two  were  veiy  Sf- 
ferently  circumstanced,  being  but  finy-two  on  one  side  and  one  bundled  and  twen^ 
eight  on  the  other.  This  was  the  true  position  of  the  matter.  In  other  circum- 
stances the  vote  might  be  pressed,  but  when  the  minority  were  so  perfectly  in 
tibe  hands  of  the  majority,  it  was  scarcely  a  right  thing.  The  minority,  however, 
were  in  their  hands,  and  must  submit 

Mr.  Collins  inquinsd  if  the  motion  was  in  order  f  It  was  eqmvaleint  to  the  pre- 
vious question. 

Bishop  Waugh  said  the  General  Conference  had  no  role  or  express  provision  on 
the  subject  He  supposed  that  if  there  were  no  question  upon  it  raised  by  te 
conference,  it  would  nave  been  practicable  to  put  the  motion.  Now  that  the  point 
of  Older  was  raised,  he  confessea  his  inability  to  decide.  Usage  and  anafegy  woold 
decide  that  it  was  out  of  order. 

After  consulting  with  his  coUeasnes,  the  president  said  two  of  them  were  doubt- 
ful upon  the  subject.  He  should  decide  that  it  was  out  of  order.  1i  any  one 
appealed  against  that  decision,  the  conference  must  decide. 

Mr.  HoughtaUng  appealed,  and  the  conference  supported  the  decision  of  the 
chair,  the  number  m  tne  atfirmative  being  one  hundred  and  three. 

Mr.  Stamper  then  addressed  the  conloence.    He  said  he  entered  with  diffidenoe 


on  the  Sbchb^ioA  of  thu  vexed  questioQ,  efpeciall^  as  mwrf  were  beoomiBg 
wearied  with  the  pnotmcted  debate.  He  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject,  and  it 
had  greatly  afflicted  him  since  it  had  been  introduced.  Thei:e  was  nothing  that  he 
viewed,  not  even  death  itieS^  in  a  more  forbidding  aspect  than  schism,  or  division, 
in  that  body.  He  was  bom  within  the  pale,  and  reared  under  the  instructions  of 
the  Metho(Ust  Church,  and  had  been  taoffht  to  look  up  to  its  mimsters  with  espe- 
oial  veneration.  That  Church  had  been  nis  home  while  he  was  a  wanderer  in  u» 
world,  and  he  felt  as  though  he  would  rather  die  than  see  division,  if  his  death 
could'  prevent  it.  Eveiy  point  of  the  subject  had  been  touched  and  oolarged  upon: 
but  sun  he  fait  as  though  he  could  not  eo  home  without  giving  his  testimony  to 
what  he  believed  to  be  righteous  principles. 

He  Was  opposed  to  the  sabstitote,  because  he  believed  it  was  ih  eztrarjudidal 
jproeeedittg.  It  sought  tb  inflict  a  punishment  that  the  law  would  not  beur  them 
oat  in.  He  formed  this  opinion  fix>m  the  plain  and  simple  law,  which  had  been 
texmed  there  the  compromise  law.  He  had  been  taught  by  pretehen  from  the 
north,  east,  south,  and  west,  to  regard  that  rule  as  the  great  ground  of  compromise 
^between  the  slaveholding  and  noD^elavehoIding  states,  and  he  bad  heard  nothing 
yet  to  convince  him  to  the  contraxy.  If  the  muform  and  undivided  sentiment  m 
the  Chuxch  had  been  to  oppose  slavery,  law  or  no  law,  why  was  this  role  introduced 
.at  all  1  He  believed,  frmn  its  very  natm:«,  and  from  the  testimony  of  other  men^ 
that  it  was  introduced  to  bash  this  perplexing  question.  Their  fikthexs  viewed  it 
in  that  light  He  (the  speaker)  never  owned  a  slave,  nor  his  father  before  him, 
and  he  never  expected  to  ovm  any.  He  was  not  a  slavery  man,  and  had  alwsgrs 
stood  in  that  light ;  but  at  the  same  time  he  was  not  disposed  to  heap  burdens  on 
other  men's  shoulden,  which  tbej  w«e  unable -ti^  bear.  It  was  found  by  actual 
experimant  that  ibetj  were  unable  to  £et  along  upon  the  ground  first  instituted. 
It  was  found  that  that  course  blocked  up  the  way  to  emancipation,  and  fostened 
the  chams  still  tighter  upon  the  slave.  Then  this  compromise  law  was  introduced, 
and  the  Church  had  worked  well  on  the  plan  for  yean  and  years,  and  had  it  not 
been  for  ultra  abolitionism,  they  had  stall  been  doing  well  under  the  provisionB  of 
Ifaatlaw. 

All  Parties  agreed  that  slavery  waa  a  great  evil ;  the  difficulty  was,  how  to  dis- 
jpose  m  this  evu.  Those  in  the  soudi  were  oppcMed  to  any  interference  with  the 
civil  relationft  that  exist  between  master  and  servant;  but  urged  the  preaching  of 
liie  Gospel  alike  to  maslsr  and  slave,  until  they  became  enlightened  and  converted. 
f  This  thejr  beUoved  to  be  the  csily  side  course  toward  univcNrsal  emancipation ;  and 
!  thatia  this  way  alone  would  it  be  effected,  unless  it  were  done  by  blood  and  wrong 
^  If  the  master  and  slave  got  converted,  the  evil  was  half  cured,  inasmuch  as  the 
master's  heart  was  fflled  with  benevolence,  and  the  slave  being  enlightened  was 
pfepared  for  liberty,  without  which  his  liber^  would  be  but  a  poor  boon.  He 
contended  that  this  was  the  course  oontemplateid  by  the  compromise  law,  and  that 
it  was  being  successfully  wrought  out,  untu  abolition  principles  frostrated  the  good 
work.  He  nad  resided  in  a  slaveholdmg  state,  and  tjierefore  knew  how  the  mat- 
tar  stood ;  and  that  the  influence  of  the  Church  was  extending  to  this  very  point,' 
witil  frortrated  by  the  movement  to  which  he  had  alluded.  Bu^for  ibat  Ken- 
tndty  would  have  been  a  free  state  at  this  day.  In  almost  every  county  of  the 
atata  tliaie  were  societies  formed  to  prepare  the  negxo  po^ulatioa  lor  freeclom,  and 
there  were  thousands  of  persons  in  that  state  who  had  signed  an  amendment  to 
the  oonstitcilion,  to  the  efl»ct  that  all  slaves  bom  in  their  fiunilies  should  be  free  in 
fiew  of  their  colonization.  The  leading  men  had  taken  this  in  hand ;  But,  in  the 
midst  of  their  career,  ultra  abolitioiusm  came  down  upon  them,  and  deferred  that 
meaatve  to  an  unoertain  time.  Agreatmany  of  those  who  had  been  liberated  had 
become  mere  serfr,  and  their  conmtion  was  worse  than  before. .  And  while  ultra 
abolitionism  had  impeded  the  work  of  gradual  emancipatiQQ  in  the  south,  it  had 
dotie  no  good  in  the  north.  The  speaker  here  adverted  to  the  state  of  the  coloured 
population  in.  the  dtiea  of  Philadelpfaia,  Cincinnati,  and  others,  and  described  the 
na^poet  as  hetdiag  together  in  the  lowest  form  of  human  dearadation.  At  Cincin- 
nati the  citizens  had  been  compelled  to  drive  them  by  hundreds  out  of  the  city, 
and  they  ware  left  homeless,  unsheltered,  unprovided  ibr,  and  exposed  4o  every 
faardahip  and  iiijary,  and  they  had  wasted  away  like  the  snow  before  the  risiaa 
tun ;  and  if  the  princi|^  of  utera  abolitionism  virere  to  be  acted  upon,  it  would 
result  in  the  destmotbn  of  the  whole  coloured  race.  The  controversy  was  not  as 
to  slavery  itself,  but  ^  to  the  best  way  of  getting  rid  of  iu  The  point  of  law  had 
baan  already  explained  and  presented  in  a  plainer  light  ^an  he  could  expect  to 
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BBBseot  ity  and  he  should  leave  that  where  it  was.  But  ha  imut  be  opposed  to 
Qie  reeoltttioii,  as  to  everTthmg  that  tended  to  throw  impedimeiits  in  the  way  of 
their  intercourse  with  their  benighted  coloured  brethren.  Now  it  did  appear  to 
Idm,  thaL  if  his  conscience  were  as  deeply  concenied  as  some  brethren  had  re- 
presented theirs  to  be,  he  shonld  go  ont  into  the  rice  grounds  and  swamps,  and 
preach  the  Gospel  to  those  poor  negroes,  as  the  best  way  of  reaching  the  hearts  of 
t>oth  masters  and  slaves,  and  thus  bettering  the  condition  of  the  latter.  This  would 
be  the  work  of  God,  and  would  have  a  much  richer  reward  than  the  course  they 
were  at  present  pursuing ;  and  let  brethren  be  encouraged,  for  though  the  times 
seemed  troublous,  and  the  storm  dark  and  lowering,  God  would  yet  make  all 
things  plain  before  them. 

Mr.  Dunwody  then  took  the  floor ;  bnt  the  hour  of  a4}ourmnent  having  arrived, 
be  deferred  his  address  tmtil  the  following  day. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  29. 
Rule  for  the  Previous  QueHUm, 

Mr.  Baadall  moved  a  suspension  of  the  order  of  the  day  to  enable  him  to  offer 
m  resolution  in  substance  like  the  one  which  was  adopted  four  years  a^  at  the 
General  Conference  in  Baltimore,  alter  the  conference  had  been  in  session  some 
three  or  fonr  weeks.    The  resolution  is  in  effect  as  follows : — 

"  Resolved,  That  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  any  member  of  the  conference, 
the  discussion  of  a  subject  shall  have  been  sufficiency  protracted,  it  shall  be  in 
tnrder  for  him  to  move  that  the  question  be  now  taken,  which  motion  shall  be  dei^ 
cided  without  debate,  and  if  adopted  by  a  miyority,  the  question  shall  be  taken  first 
xm.  tlie  substitute,  if  there  be  one,  secondly  on  the  amendments,  and  finally  on  the 
aaain  proposition.'* 

The  speaker  thought  the  resolution  a  veiy  safe  one,  becaose,  if  the  call  was  not 
tatisfactory  it  would  be  voted  dovni.  It  was  evident  something  of  the  character 
t}f  this  resolution  was  needed,  or  would  be  needed  before  we  get  through  with 
the  business. .  The  question  had  been  thus  far  ably  discussed,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  continue  to  be  ably  discussed.  He  believed  the  discussion  would  do  good 
here  and  eveiywhere ;  he  therefore  hoped  the  whole  subject  would  be  spreaa  out 
before  the  community. 

Mr.  Murrah  was  opposed  to  suspending  tin  order  of  business.  In  [lis  view  it 
was  tantamount  to  the  previous  question,  which  always  operated  mischievousljr. 

Mr.  Crouch  observecf,  that  when  the  conference  aajoumed  last  evening,  an  im- 

S>rtant  motion  was  before  them,  upon  which  action  was  not  had.  It  seemed  to 
m  there  vraa  so  close  a  connection  between  that  resolution  and  the  one  which  the 
brother  was  about  to  offer,  that  to  introduce  the  brother's  resolution  would  be  enr 
tirely  barring  up  the  way  to  action  on  the  motion  then  under  consideration.  For 
this  reason  he  was  opposed  to  suspending  tiie  order  of  the  day  just  now. 

Mr.  Hamline  hoped  the  brother  was  mistaken,  and  that  the  regular  action  of  the 
conference  would  De  interrupted  only  for  a  moment.  The  only  ir  ethod  of  checking 
debate  was  to  move  to  lay  the  whole  business  on  the  table.  But  in  most  great 
bodies  it  was  never  customary  to  la^  on  the  table  anything  which  had  been  long 
tmd  gravely  discussed,  and  which  mvolved  important  questions.  He  hoped  ihe 
motion  now  made  would  be  carried. 

Dr.  Bangs  said  it  most  be  obvious  that  we  must  have  some  rule  to  bring  us  to  a 
litand.  The  question  had  been  debated  for  a  week,  and  he  wished  to  see  the  end 
of  it.  He  was  vrilling  still  to  hea]>— perfectiv  willing  that  others  should  speak,  but 
it  did  appear  to  him  that  they  must  oring  this  discussion  to  a  close  verjr  soon,  or 
otherwise  they  would  be  compelled  to  close  the  conference  and  do  nothing.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  that  the  motion  would  prevail.  When  a  vote  was  callea  for  by 
a  majority  of  the  coi^rence,  he  believed  it  ought  to  be  taken.  But^  unless  they 
bad  some  rule  by  which  thev  could  arrest  the  debate,  the  minority  mieht  ke^  up 
'  tEos  debate  as  long  as  they  pleased,  and  the  migority  remain  at  sea  without  ruador 
to  steer,  or  anchor  to  bring  them  up. 

Mr.  M'Mahan  believed  that  putting  a  stop  to  the  discussion  of  this  question 
Would  be  an  act  of  iigustice  to  some  of  the  conferences,  whose  views  had  not  been 
hfl«ud  on  the  question.  He  was  not  desirous  of  making  a  speech  himself,  but  there 
were  others  that  wished  to  speak,  ancT  for  their  sakes  he  hoped  that  the  motion 
would  not  prevail. 

Mr.  Wimier  believed  that  something  ought  to  be  done.    The  gentleman  had 
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obfenred  tlmt  vmaj  trisbed  to^fpeak.  Tbe  same  thaii^  ooald  at  trxHj  be  wM 
twent}'  days  from  tmB  mcniiing,  and  be  as  really  trae  as  it  now  waa*^  If  tins  was 
the  reason  now  wby  no  goremment  shoold  be  cast  orer  the  matter,  it  wonlibe  an 
equally  valid  reasmi  twenty  days  hence.  Bather  than  be  longer  weaned  and  wor* 
lied,  without  obtaining  further  light  on  the  subject,  tbey  would  ferago  the  pnTilege 
sf  speech,  llie  most  of  the  coherences  were  andoabtedlY  satisfied;  and  indeed 
many  of  them  thought,  that  so  glorious,  so  brflliant  a  fight  had  been  shed  upon  dv 
subject  abready,  tint  they  were  <}nite  bUod  with  its  gk^  \ 

Mr.  Redman,  of  Missouri,  said,  that  mudi  more  time  had  bean  ooBsomed  ia 
settling  little  matters  than  in  doinf  greater  ones.  He  would  therefcre  more  that 
the  motion  to  suspend  the  debate  be  laid  on  the  table.    Lost. 

Mr.  Drummona  said,  he  had  hardly  spoken  a  word  on  the  floor  of  the  eteferenoe, 
but  be  would  go  for  anything  that  would  bring  thb  interminable  debate  to  a  dose. 
They  had  had  arguments  sna  light  enough,  liany  conferences  had  not  been  heard 
from^  yet  the  mmority  had  occupied*  fur  the  most  time  in  the  diMussion.  The 
minority  had  been  very  geoAy  dralt  with.  Aftetaoob  sessions  had  been  pot  oif  t» 
accommodate  them. 

Mr.  Adams  wished  to  know  if  it  was  proper  to  have  fheae  contiuial  aOnsionB  to 
inaiorities  yid  minorities  T 

Mr.  Drummond  said  that  he  had  only  followed  Uie  course  of  sH  previoae 
ipeakers. 

Mr.  Blake  was  opposed  to  suq>ending  the  order  of  the  day.  Tbe  disdusianhadi 
already  brou^t  the  muorrty  to  tears — to  a  leetd  repentance ;  and  the  prosecotiaK 
of  the  discussKjn  would  briaff  them  to  evanffelical  converrion. 

Mr.  Davis  observed,  that  if  the  order  of  the  debate  must  be  changed,  they  bed 
better  foil  beck  upon  the  fifteen  minute  resolution.  He  desired  to  say  something 
at  a  Buitabfe  time,  but  hoped  he  could  say  it  in  fifteen  minutes. 

Dr.  Winans  asked  if  it  had  come  to  this,  that  a  portion  of  the  Methodist  Episoopal 
Church  felt  diemselves  pressed  upon  the  veij  verge  of  a  precipice,,  from  whidi 
ihey  were  to  be  phmged  into  irretrievable  rum,  by  the  action  of  a  nugority  of  that 
General  Conference  t  Whatever  brethren  mieht  say,  such  was  the  fiict.  The  sondi 
would  oppose  the  measure  as  long  as  she  haa  power  to  contend  agamst  it,  and  B0t 
until  overborne  by  the  domanatifm  and  tyranny  of  the  nugority  would  she  submitr 
He  opposed  the  resolution  to  suspend  tbe  order  of  conference,  because  it  was 
oppressive.  He  would  beseech  erery  brother  who  regarded  the  interests  of  the 
Church  to  unite  wiA  him  in  op^osmg  it. 

Dr.  Smith  aiose  first  to  a  pomt  of  order,  and  then  announced  Ins  intentiaB  to 
keep  the  floor  until  the  motion  was  withdrawn.  He  could  talk  on  the  question  for 
days  together,— he  had  a  plenty  of  materials — ^he  had  the  physical  abuity.  The 
conference  should  gain  no  time  by  the  resolution.  He  could  talk  even  one  solid 
week  on  the  question.    He  had  the  floor,  and  he  would  do  it    ' . 

Dr.  Duri>in  mquired  of  the  chair  if  the  fifteen  minute  role  was  not  in  foice  opott 
die  present  motion  7 
'  Tne  chair  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Dr.  Durbinr— Then  brother  Smith  wiU  not  be  able  to  keep  the  floor  quite  as  loqc 
as  he  has  told  us^  he  would  do,  but  win  be  under  the  necessity  of  girmg  some  oi 
the  rest  a  share  in  the  debate. 

Dr.  Sondi  thought  the  decision  of  the  chair  wrong,  but  he  would  not  appeaL 
He  would  content  himself  with  a  few  remarks  on  the  resolution.  ^  Members  had 
[  a  eonstitutionid  right  to  a  reasonable  time  in  which  to  express  their  views  on  aay 
or  every  subiect  of  interest,  inasmuch  as  they  were  the  aecie£ted  representatives 
ef  iha  annual  confer^ces.  They  were  allowed  to  vote,  but  were  to  Mf  denied  the 
privilege  of  asserting  their  reasons  ktr  their  vote.  Was  »>t  this  a  dhect  vkdiatkai 
of  their  chartered  right  T 

Mr.  Slicer  said  be  should  he  willmg  to  pass  a  resohition^patting  it  in  the  power 
of  two-thirds  of  the  conference  to  dJose  the  debate,  but  m  the  jgiresent  eiroeni- 
stances  he  should  be  opposed  to  giving  that  power  to  a  bare  m^ort^. 

Mr.  Randall  said  he  would  accept  the  amendment  sugj^ted  by  Mr.  Sficer, 
If  the  conference  would  allow  the  introduction  of  tbe  resolution.  ){e  was  for  open, 
and  firee  discussion  on  evety  subject 

The  Older  of  the  day  was  then  suspended,  when  Bir.  'ftan*^«l^  presented  hi* 
resolution,  amended  as  proposed  by  Mr.  Slicer. 

Dr.  Bancs  immediately  moved  to  strike  out "  two-thirds"  and  msert  ^  a  majority.** 

Mr.  Eany  begged  that  the  question  might  be  settled  immsdiately.    If  Dr.Ban(p.' 
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ittotMA  tt»*tprBV«iI,  let  itpravvl,  alAoagh  he  for mie  was  ttrongly  oppeeed  toil; 
.It  WM  not  for  biiiiBdf  that  he  deaued  the  ducusskm  to  ^  cm  nntraniiiielled. 
Brethren  knew  timt  he  ne^wr  made  Ions  speeches.  He  wished  the  privilege  for 
oter  men,  that  they  migfat  tell  the  worid  what  and  whj  they  thmk  and  act 

Mr.  Fiidej  called  die  gentLaman  to  order. 

BIr.  Karij.— I  nerer  saw  my  old  friend  oat  of  hnmoor  before. 

Mr.  Fifile j.-^I  am  not  oat  of  faamonr^  bnHher. 

Mr.  Early.— 'Let  any  maa,  whose  oouage  is  aa  good  as  his,  keep  oool  till  h  it 
time  to  vole. 

Mr.  Finley»— ^I  am  oool,  air. 

Mr.  £aily.— I  am  |^  to  see  it.  When  tw<»4hiids  want  the  qneslion,  let  them 
have  it. 

Dr.  Bangs  had  no  desire  to  arrest  any  reasonable  diseossion;  bntthe  subject  bad 
abeady  been  discussed  for  eight  days.  All  admittod  that  the  greatest  nortion  of  the 
spealong  had  oeme  from  the  miaonty4  The  majority  had  no  disposioon  wfaatoyer 
to  oppress  the  minonty.  He  was  sore  no  snoh  disposition  had  been  manifestedi 
bat  the  diseossion  shonld  be  brought  to  a  dose  at  some  reasonable  time.  He 
bdlieved  not  many  new  ideas^wens  to  be  drawn  bam  the  subject.  If  the  bishona 
conld  devise  any  way  by  which  a  comproraise  could  be  formed,  so  that  all  coiud 
meet  on  safe  groond*  he  hoped  it  would  be  done.    He  was  not  tenadous  even  about 


haying  a  mi^iorityt  and,  under  die  circumstances,  in  order  to  aoeommodsito  the 
brethren,  he  would  withdraw  his  proposed  amendment. 
The  resolutioii  was  adopted. 

BUhop  Andrew^i  Coss  resusMd* 

The  conference  then  took  up  the  resdution  which  was  under  eonsideradon  at  the 
.  time  of  a4joiunimaat  yesterday,  givin);  leave  to  Bishop  floule  and  his  ooUeagaes  to 
.  address  the  conference  in  the  case  oT Bishop  Andrew,  if  they  saw  fit,  when  Mr. 
Dunwody,  who  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  had  concluded  his  remarks. 

This  resolution  was  offered  after  a  remark  from  Bishop  Soule  that  he  desired  ma 
opportunity  to  speak  upon  the  <}uestiaii. 

After  some  diMussion,  the  resohitbn  was  laid  upon  tiie  table,  on  the  -ground,  as 
was  understoodi  that  it  was  entfanely  unneoeisary.    The  vote  having  been  declared. 

Bishop  Soule  said  he  should  consider  it  as  an  indicatkm  of  the  wish  of  the  Gen- 
.eral  Conference  that  he  should  not  speak  upon  the  question*  He  received  the 
decision  respectfully,  and  should  cheetfnlly  withheld  the  remarks  he  had  intended 
to  offer. 

Several  members  wlufhad  yoted  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table,  declared 
iStuX  they  had  done  so,  not  to  prevent  the  bishops  from  speaking,  but  for  the  reasoQ 
that  they  did  not  wish,  by  implication,  to  deoioe  that  they  had  not  a  right  to  *PMk 
whenever  they  chose  to  do  so.  After  some  fiiriher  disooaBion,  the  yoto  hy  v^eh 
the  resolutiiHi  was  laid  on  the  table  was  reconsidered,  and  then  the  resolation  was 
passed  by  a  unanimous  vote. 

Mr.  Dunwody,  from  South  Carolina,  rose  and  said,  dtet  this  was  the  eighth  Geii- 
eml  Conference  he  had  attended,  and  he  had  never  sat  so  long  at  any  Genersl  Cob- 
ference  as  at  this  one.  Although  he  attended  the  conference,  he  dia  not  intend  to 
make  a  speech  atall,  and  the  reason  of  it  was  dds.  Aboat  four  days  after  the  oott^ 
ference  he  was  taken  sick,  and  was  confined  to  his  room  for  asreek,  and  was  appra* 
hensive  that  he  would  be  unable  to  take  any  part  in  the  proceedings.  AnoOur 
reason  was,  there  was  so  much  idle  talking  wia  debating  among  the  memben  of 
the  conference,  he  thought  it  would  be  useless  for  himself  to  make  any  attempt 
to  deliver  his  sentiments ;  and  a  third  reason  was,  that  it  was  so  hard  to  ^et  an 
opportuniQr  of  delivering  one's  sentiments,  that  he  had  come  to  the  condusion  «f 
not  attempting  it  But  as  an  opportunity  was  now  given  to  him,  he  felt  it  his  da^ 
to  speak  upon  a  questkm  of  so  much  importance  as  the  present  conihMedly  wss. 
In  addition  to  what  he  had  already  said,  diere  was  one  oUiaation  among  othem 
.  which  strongly  urjged  him  to  spesik  to  the  question  now  hw/rt  lh»  oomerence. 
He  knew  the  subject  of  slavery  would  come  up  in  some  shape  or  other ;  and  as 
he  was  a  southera  man,  he  bebeved  it  was  expected  he  wcmld  defend  the  rights 
of  the  south,  as  be  underrtood  them.  Otherwise  he  should  have  staid  away  site- 
gether  from  the  conference;  but,  as  matters  had  taken  the  turn  they  had,  he  did 
Aot  feel  at  liberty  to  decline  coming  here. 

The  debate  had  taken  a  veiy  wide  range,  and  thereibra  he  should  be  obliged 
to  take  considerable  range  too,  but  he^wo^  say  nothing  that  did  not  relate  to  the 
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gttfadeet  m  faaad.    He  then  proeebded  to  offer  fail  ofa}eet»ni  to  the  toMtutna  tor 
I  three  grand  reaaouB.    Finty  it  wiks  unsoripturnl ;  aecood,  it  was  cohlrary  to  tli0 
:  rolea  and  oosstitation  of  the  Church ;  and,  thirdly,  it  was  misohievons  in  a  Tery 
I  high  degree^    The  design  of  the  resoludon  was  to  depose  Bishop  Andrew  hem 
I  the  episcopacy;  went  to  separate  him  fix>m  his  official  power  as  bishop  until  hia 
connection  wi^  sla^raiy  was  removed.    He  (Mr.  D«)  contended  ^  that  Bishop 
Andrew  could  not  change  this  rebtum,  howeyer  well  he  might  be  inclined  to  da 
k,  and  that  the  movers  of  this  measure  knew  very  welL    But  it  was  in  perfect 
unison  with  what  they  had  already  said,  that  no  slaveholder  coold  be  cowieeted  * 
with  the  M.  £.  Church,  because  they  believed  slaveiy  to  be  a  moral  evil.    Of  comrse 
he  should  be  compelled,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  to  examine  this  in  speaking  in 
relation  to  the  suoiect  of  slavery.    Well,  first  of  aU,  he  would  say,  that  there  was 
a  mistaken  idea  vntk  regard  to  the  sentiments  of  the  south  on  this  subject.    Th« 
aouthem  men  were  genenlly  charged  with  being  pro«alaTery  men.   It  was  not 
so,  however.    They  were  oi»posed  to  the  principle  itself^  and  wcold  be  as  long  as 
they  Hved.    In  ins  obsenrations  he  had  refenred  to  the  three  parties  eompoaing 
Ifaat  conference ;  but  there  was  another  P^orty  to  which  he  would  now  allude. 
They  called  themselves  hy  the  name  of  conservatives ;  they  were  opposed  to 
shivery,  but  they  took  a  middle  ground.    They  said,  if  it  be  an  evil  at  aU^  it  ought 
to  be  cured  by  preaching  of  the  divine  word  of  Jesus  Christ.    Here  they  tif^ned, 
|br  that  was  their  -doctrine  too.    The  speaker  then  went  on  to  illustnte  his  sub- 
ject by  a  reference  to  the  history  of  Joseph,  and  the  sale  made  of  him  by  fab 
brothers  for  twenty  pieces  of  silver,  as  related  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  said  they 
afterward  met  with  an  awful  rebuke  Sot  their  unnatural  conduct  when  he  became 
governor  of  Egypt.    He  next  spoke  of  the  Jewish  captivity  in  Egypt,  and  the 
awful  retribution  that  was  afterward  inflicted  on  that  nation  Iw  its  craeuy ,  impiety, 
and  injustice.    He  Uierefore  repeated  that'  sUveiy  was  a  moral  evil,  uid  had  its 
'  origin  m  the  spirit  dP  covetousness ;  and  he  was  really  afraid,  that;  tinless  religion 
i  stepped  in  between  us  and  it,  it  would  likewitfe  become  an  avrfnl  scourge  to  this 
'  nation^ 

Mr.  Dunwody  continued  to  say  that  the  people  of  NewEnghmd  were  them- 
selves deeply  involved  in  that  moral  evil.    Slaveiy  had  been  introduced  into  New- 
Skij^and  as  earty  as  into  any  of  the  other  states ;  they  had  beeft  engaged  in  the 
.  traffic  up  to  a  late  period,  and  bought  and  sold  the  African  race  as  they  would 
,  their  cattle  or  merchandise.    He  believed  slaveiy  to  be  a  great  moral  evil,  because 
it  oonld  not  be  denied  that  there  were  people  who  treated  slaves  in  some  sort  as 
they  would  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  orove  and  sol^  them  as  they  would  cattle 
or  merchandise ;  and  therefore  it  must  be  a  great  moral  evil,  and  it  was  a  base 
imposition  on  the  public  to  say  that  the  south  were  &vouiable  to  it.    Tet  he  did 
not  believe  it  was  a  moral  evil  in  every  case.    He  would  give  the  brethren  who 
differed  with  him  all  the^  could  in  the  spirit  of  truth  and  justice  claim,  and  be 
.  hoped  they  would  give  him  all  he  oould  morally  claim ;  and  therefore  he  behoved 
^at  slavery  was  not,  in  all  cases,  a  moral  evil.    Look  at  the  fourth  commandment, 
"  RememMr  to  keep  holy  the  sabbadhday.    Six  days  shalt  thou  labour,"  &c. 
The  moral- law  reoogniaed  the  oomieotion  between  master  and  aervaat.    The  same 
.  relation  was  in  the  tendi  coimnandment,  "  Thou  dudt  not  covet  thy  neighbour's 
•'  irife,  nor  his  man-eervant,  nor  his  maid-servant,  nor  his  ox,"  ftc.    Here,  tben,  the 
same  ideas  of  holdiag  oxen  and  servants  were  coupled  in  degree,  and  a  man  had 
as  good  a  right  to  his  servant  as  to  his  cattle,  and  therefore  it  was  as  great  a  sin  to 
covet  his  man-servant  or  his  nand'sei  vant  as  his  ox  or  his  ass ;  and  Uiat  was  not 
all;  the  patriarch  Abraham  vnis  a  slaveholder--^he  proved  this  from  several  texts  of 
Scripture,  particulariy  that  text  which  referred  to  Hagar— he  said  that  Sarah,  the 
;   wife  of  Abraham,  proving  unfruitftil,  she  advised  him  to  take  Hagar  and  have 
,  chfidren  by  her.    Now,  sir,  said  the  speaker,  this  very  circumstance  showed  tibat 
'  slaveiy  was  an  evil ;  but  he  was  not  done  wi^  this  part  of  his  subject  yet    Hagar 
afterward  met  with  ill  treatment  from  her  misUtw,  and  she  fled  from  her;  she  was 
met  in  her  flight  by  an  angel,  who  asked  ber  where  she  was  goins ;  she  said  she 
was  flying'from  her  mistress )  he  desired  her  to  go  back  again  and  stay  widi  her 
mistress,  which  was  another  proof  that  Abraham  was  a  slaveholder.    Now  that 
the  law  did  not  sanction  the  running  away  of  slaves  was  a  plain  inference  from 
these  foots.    If  God  tboucfat  slavery  a  moml  evil  he  would  have  told  Abraham  of 
it,  and  made  it  a  part  of  the  covenant  that  he  should  give  up  his  slaves.   Abraham, 
Jaooih,  Sbc.i  vrere  all  slavefaelders,  and  they  had  aU  lonjr  rinoe  sone  to  heaven,  and 
ft  shweboldhig  weie  aain  tSiey  could  not  get  there.    The  speAer  next  vaferred  t» 
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tfto  fairtocy  of  ibe  Jews,  and  »liowed  that  hy  the  law  of  Moms  the  Jews  wem 
aUowed  to  parofaaBe  slayes  from  the  heathen  nationi  around  them,  md  that  these 
alavee  were  to  be  their  aervanti  for  ever  after:  he  conaidered  that  God  ooald  not 


aadiorize  an  evil,  and  he  had  shown  from  the  testhnony  of  the  Bible  that  God  had 

the  praotioe  of  abvery.    He  next  refened 
where  the  ApoeUe  Paul  declared  the  law  to  be  that  all  shonld  be  obecUent  to  the 


U^r  powen*  and  whoever  resisted  those  powers  resisted  the  power  of  God«    In 
this  coimtcy  the  people  lecognice  the  power  <x  the  oonmss  of  the  United  States;  they 


also  recognized  the  power  of  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  states  individually ;  they 
also  bdUeved  tUlt  they  were  not  saQect  to  any  fiaieign  powers ;  and  some.of  these 
individaal  states  sav  they  will^  hold  their  slaves ;  ana  as  he  had  remarked  before, 
the  apostie  repaired  them  tobe  obedient  to  the  higher  powers— it  was  unfortonato 
that  the  qaestam  of  slavery  ever  got  into  ifae  Chovdi.  On  the  one  hand,  it  was 
insisted  that  it  was  a  moral  evil,  and  tint  slaveholders  never  ooold  get  to  heaven; 
but  on  the  other  hand  the  Apostle  Paul  said  that  he  who  would  not  be  snbject  to 
the  higher  powers  would  be  damned.  Ptulemoii  was  a  slaveholder,  and  he  was 
high  in  the  confidence  of  die  Apostle  Paul,  and  the  speaker  did  not  know  bat  he 
was  a  preacher.  Panl  knew  he  was  a  slaveholder,  and  he  never  rebuked  him. 
Philemon  had  gone  to  heaven  also.  Mr.  Dunwody  next  refeired  to  the  sixth  ch^n 
tor  of  First  Timothy,  which  he  said  reooffnized  the  relationship  between  master  and 
servant,  and  showed  that  a  brother  mignt  be  a  slaveholder.  He  next  showed  that 
the  Chnstian  religion  was  never  destined  to,  nor  ever  did,  cancel  the  civil  ri^its  of 
mankind )  and  that,  he  insisted,  settled  the  question  at  onoe.  How  then,  m  the  « 
name  of  common  sense,  (he  asked,)  when  it  was  admitted  that  religion  was  iievar 
destined  to  cancel  the  civil  rights  of  mankind,  could  they  ciy  oat  i^jaiast  the  evil 
of  slavery.  The  speaker  next  referred  to  seveml  other  teats  both  u  the  Old  and 
Mew  Testament,  to  show  diat  religion  never  interfered  with  the  evni  rights  of 
mankind,  and  to  show  that  slavery  was  recognized  and  tolerated  in  all  ages  of  the 
world.  He  sajd  it  was  contraiy  to  the  Discipline  of  the  Church ;  (here  the  qpeaker 
read  the  rule  as  the  only  one  that  bore  on  tiSe  question,  and  insisted  that  the  case 
did  not  come  within  the  sjnrit  or  meaning  of  that  rule  at  all.) 

The  speaker  then  went  mto  a  history  of  all  the  eircomstanoes  which  gave  rise  to 
the  present  difficulty,  and  showed  oondnrively  that  Bishop  Andrew's  connectioa  . 
with  slavery  was  forced  on  hhn  by  circumstances  over  which  he  had  no  eontrol»  : 
■ipd  that  the  attempt  here  being  made  was  to  force  Bishop  Andrew  to  resifip--«chat  i 
was  the  design  of  the  resolutioii ;  but  it  could  not  sacceedin  the  absence  of  all  law  ^ 
eft  the  sabjeot,  and  such  doctrine  was  never  allowed,  in  any  General  Con£araace 
before.    There  were  only  t#o  orden  in  die  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  fhoae  of 
deacons  and  bishops ;  and  if  this  motion  should  prevail,  he  behoved  Uiat  ordination 
would  no  longer  be  a  part  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  for  he  believed  that  no 
diMreet  or  responsible  man  would  be  found  hereaAer  to  take  u]>on  him  the  duties  of 
a  bishop,  and  episcopacy  would  necessarily  be  driven  from  their  Churoh  altogether. 
One  brother  from  New-England  said  they  were  upon  the  verge  of  a  dreadnd  pre* 
oipice— that  a  volcano  was  about  to  bant  upon  the  Church,  that  would  deprive  it 
ffar  ages  of  itsusefohiess ;  but  he  asked,  were  they  not  the  aothorsof  this  calamity  t 
O,  but  said  the  party,  slaveiy'is  a  moral  evil,  and  it  mast  be  put  down  at  all  has* 
anb.    It  was  tnie  Bishop  Andrew's  friends  were  in  the  nunori^  here.    W^ 
then,  he  would  ask,  What  would  be  the  consequence  when  one  of  those  men 
eame  to  the  south  7    Why,  the  people  would  say,  There  is  the  msin  that  volsd 
against  Bishop  Andrew,  and  wanted  to  pull  him  down.    Tha  consequence  would 
be,  that  they  would  pass  a  resolution  that  such  a  man  *hDa]d^  not  preach  there. 
That  conference  should  not  take  upon  itself  diose  responsibilities ;  or,  the  conse* 
aneace  would  be  that  the  Church  would  go  to  the  wall    Mr.  D.  next  referred  to 
ttie  civil  and  ecclesiastical  politr'of  the  Jews,  which  he  said  was  a  pore  theocracy, 
and  it  was  ultimately  destroyed  by  their  own  dissensions  (  and  if  this  oomse  were  . 
persevered  in,  they  would  loroe  the  south  to  secede,  because  they  did  not  believe  J 
nat  this  conference  had  any  right  to  interfere  in  thequestion  of  slavery.    He  could  i 
toll  the  consequenoe  that  miaht  residt  from  this  resolution,  on  their  doctrine  and 
Discipline.    He  had  a  letter  fiom  one  of  die  brethren  in  the  south,  from  which  it 
appeared  the  greatest  ahum  prevailed  there,  and  he  (Mr.  D.)  did  not  know  but 
lietore  that  conference  broke  up  another  conference  would  be  called  in  the  south  I 
to  take  measures  to  secede  from  the  Chnrefa  altogether.    He  ooDtinaed  to  say,  they  ' 
Would  be  required  to  furnish  their  proceedings,  which  would  be  brought  befera 
the  puUuv  «o<l  ^3^  would  svf,  Yoa  oaanot  remain  m  that  epafenoee,.  and  catuMit 
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fannawrtof  tiiAftbody^.  Thera  wag  tsater  cMoiidmtioB  in  wli 
waa  to  DD  yiewed.  It  appeared  that  that  oonferenoe  inlaiided  that  tfaey  wet*  not 
to  hold  tlavfls  at  all.  He  concluded  by  refernn^  to  the  rdalioii  between  man  and 
wile^  and  asked,  where  waa  there  a  more  intereating  reJation  7  The  rRaohrtion 
now  belbre  the  conference  w«it  to  sap  that  relatton*  and  not  oi^  that,  bat  to  rand 
their  Cfaonsh  in  twain,  if  aoch  eventi  ahocdd  be  brooght,  about  by  a  raeklaaa 
KU^ority,  and  the  aoath  were  diiTea  to  deaperation.  There  vmn  men  enoogfa  in 
Ihe  aonth  who  woald  direct  their  proceeding,  and  they  wonld  tmat  to  €k>d  to  ostda 
^  difficulty. 

Bialiop  Soole  roae  and  iaid, — I  do  not  know  but  thia  may  be  a&fovimble  nMoieni 
for  me  to  offer  to  the  confimnce  the  few  remafka  I  deaoe  to  make  belbn  final 
action  ahaU  be  had  on  the  subject  which  ia  now  pending  before  the  oonfereDoe.  I 
have  had  no  aoHcitiide  with  regard  to  the  period  of  time  when  I  shoold  offer  theaa 
remarks,  only  that  it  mi^t  be  a  time  <^  cahnneos  and  reflection.  I  will  indolga 
the  hope  that  thia  is  sncn  a  time,  and  tfaereftire  avaQ  myself  of  the  opportoni^.  I 
riae,  sir,  at  this  moment,  as  I  once  aaid  before,  with  all  the  calmneas  wfaicn  the 
'  eccaaion  I  dnnk  reqfoiies.  But  thia  is  not  the  cum  that  piecedea  the  tempeat  and 
^  storm ;  it  is  not  the  cahnneas  of  indifference;  it  cannot  be.  It  is,  air,  the  calm^ 
ness  of  oonvictian.  It  is  the  calmness  ctf  principle.  K  indeed  I  could  be  persuaded 
that  my  very  reepectaUe  brother  from  the  Pittsburg  Ccsiferanoe  was  entirriy  cofk 
red  in  his  opinion,  that  all  the  li^t  which  could  be  formshed  on  thia  subject  had 
been  fumiahed,  I  should  not  rise  here.  There  ia  a  possibility  ihat  the  bromer  ms^ 
be  mistaken.  I  cannot  say  that  I  should  have  forborne  to  nse  thon^  I  had  beea 
oonvineed  of  the  correctness  of  the  judgment  of  the  respected  brother  fiem  New- 
England,  that  though  we  should  sit  here  till  January  next,  no  brother  would  be 
changed  in  his  vote  on  this  question.  I  say— I  do  not  know  that  I  should  ha^e 
forbcvne  my  observations  though  I  might  have  beea  cosfvinced  of  the  ocnreclaeM 
of  this  opinion ;  but  if  no  more  Ught  could  be  produced,  anything  that  I  oonUL  say 
would  be  unavailing. 

^ .  There  are  pecioctt,  sir,  in  the  history  of  the  life  of  ever^r  man  who  sustains  an^ 
important  station  in  society,  who  holds  any  important  relations  to  it,  when  hia  indi> 
vidual  character  cannot,  must  not,  be  neutralized  b^  the  laws  of  aseodation.  XJnAet 
thia  view,  in  what  I  shall  say  to  this  conference,  I  involve  no  man  in  reaponsibiii^. 
My  venerable  colleagues  are  in  no  way  concerned  in  what  I  shall  say  to  this  oo» 
ference,  so  that  however  I  may  be  involved  they  are  not  involved.  The  aonth,  en 
my  riaht,  is  not  involved.  Tlie  north,  on  my  lert,  is  not  involved.  I  stand  in  dda 
legardf  alone.  I  hope  not,  indeed,  alone  in  the  sentimentB  that  I  shall  ezjpreea  ia 
llie  conference.  -  Brethren  have  manifested  a  solicitude  to  bring  this  qnestion  to  a^ 
mw>  to  close  the  debate  and  come  to  the  vote.  I  ask  brethran  if  it  Ss  not  possi- 
Ue,  notwithstanding  the  tame  which  has  been  employed  in  this  discussion,  noMndt- 
atanding  the  enler^^ad  views  which  brethren  have  expreaaed  on  ibe  qnestion  befota 
them,-— I  ask  if  it  IS  not  posaible  that  action  on  the  ies(4ntion  may  not  yet  be  pee* 
SBatore  ?  Society,  sir,  wnether  civil  or  religious,  has  much  more  to  fear  from  the 
BBsaiona  of  its  members,  than  it  has  to  fear  firam  calm  investigation  and  sdbea 
aoqairy.  I  am  not  afraid  to  meet  the  calnmess  of  deliberation  anvwhere.  I  an 
not  afraid  to  meet  it  hera;  I  am  not  afraid  to  meet  h  in  d[ie  annual  cooferenoe ;  I 
am  not  afraid  to  meet  it  before  the  great  religions  community  of  which  we  are 
members  and  ministen.  I  am  not;  but  I  fear  the  rage  of  tiie  passions  of  taen.  I 
fear  excitemeats— erdent  excitements,  pr^natnrely  producea  in  society ;  and  I 
apprehend  that  if  we  trace  the  history  of  associations,  whether  civil  or  eodeaiaati* 
cal»  we  ahall  find  that  these  premature  excitements,  waking  up  iStno  rage  of  piaasiOBL 
have  produced  greater  calamities  than  ever  were  produced  hf  the  calnmess  ef 
delibfliatian  and  me  sobrie W  of  inquiry,  however  extensive  those  investigations  ms^ 
have  been.  The  sound  <»  tbe  trumpet  of  alarm  may  go  forth  frtna  vrithin  drase 
consecrated  walls— the  aound  may  spread  itself  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  cur  of 
the  whirlwind,  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  theae  lands;  but,  sir,  when  Aria 
eoond  shall  have  died  away,  when  the  elements  which  may  have  been  avrakened 
Id  boisterous  and  tumnltuoua  action*  shall  subside  into  the  cahnneas  of  inquny  and 
veason,  a  voice  may  return  to  this  hall,  wafted  on  a  counterbteese ;  and  thougk  tfaft 
Toioe  be  not  heard  in  the  thunder,  the  earthquake,  or  the  atorm,  it  may  mcro^ 
through  the  veil  of  our  speculations,  and  of  our  theories,  and  the  first  aound  wifl 
be  heard  in  the  inquiry,  *  Wkai  U  the  eamse  V  Well,  sir,  it  vnH  be  the  proviaca 
af  reason  and  aobriety  to  answer.  Hear  it  is,  sir,  spread  out  before  me,  sniuad 
am  before  yoa»  m  a  plaiii  uasophiaticated  atatciaent  of  fiasts  by  Bishc^  Andrew. 
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I  kaTo  not  liMid  t  brother  from  the  oortb— I  have  not  heaid.t  brother  book  the 
•outh— (and  I  have  fifitened  to  bear) — oDege  that  there  were  any  other  &cts,  that 
there  wera  any  other  circunutanceB  having  any  bearing  whatever  on  the  merits 
of  die  caae  now  before  yoo,  I  take  it  for  granted,  then,  that  we  have  the  entire 
£ict0  of  the  case  before  lu ;  and  these  facts  are  the  oaoae  of  whatever  alarm,  what- 
9ver  excitement  may  have  ipread  through  oar  beloved  Zion,  and  over  this  con- 
tinent.' 

Now,  sir,  I  wiH  beg  the  indolgeace  of  the  conference  whUe  I  read  an  extract 
from  the  address  of  your  general  superintendents  at  your  last  session.  You  w31 
indiUge  me  in  this. 

''The  exoerience  of  more  than  half  a  century,  since  the  organization  of  our 
ecoledasticu  body,  will  afibrd  us  many  important  lights  and  lana-marks,  pointing 
out  what  is  the  safest  and  most  prudent  pohcy  to  be  pursued  in  our  onward  comto 
as  rejgards  African  slavery  in  these  states,  and  especiaU]^  in  our  own  religions  com- 
mumty.  This  very  interesting  period  <i  our  histoxy  is  disting^nished  by  several 
^uracteristic  fioatures,  having  a  special  claim  to  our  consideration  at  the  present 
time,  particulariy  in  view  of  the  unusual  excitement,  which  now  prevails  on  the 
aubject,.  not  only  in  the  different  Christian  Churches,  but  also  in  tk^  civil  body. 
And,  first,  our  general  role  on  slavery,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  constitution  of 
the  Church,  has  stood  from  the  beginniog  unchanged,  as  testamentary  of  our  sen- 
timents on  the  principle  of  slavery^  and  the  ^ve  trade.  And  in  this  we  differ  in 
ne  respect  from  the  sentiments  of  our  venerable  founder,  or  from  those  of  the 
wisest  and  most  distinguished  statesmen  and  civilians  of  onr  own,  and  other 
enlightened  and  Christian  countries.  Secoadiv,  in  all  the  enactments  of  the 
Church  relating  to  slavery,  a  due  and  respectful  regard  has  been  had  to  the  laws 
of  the  states,  never  requiring  emancipation  in  contravention  of  the  civil  authorit^i 
Or  where  the  laws  of  the  states  would  not  allow  the  libeiated  slave  to  eijoy  ms 
freedom.  Thirdly,  the  simply  holding  or  owning  slaves,  without  regard  to  ciicum- 
atances,  has  at  no  ]^riod  of  the  existence  of  the  Church  subjected  the  master 'to 
excommunication.  Fourthly,  rules  have  been  made  from  time  to  time,  regulating 
the  sale,  and  purchase,  and  holding  of  slaves,  with  reference  to  the  different  laws  ^ 
of  the  states  where  slavery  is  tolerated ;  wluch,  upon  the  experience  of  the  great  * 
diffici4ties  of  administering  them,  and  the  unhappy  consequences  both  to  mastext 
and  servants,  have  been  as  often  changed  or  repealed. 

"These  important  facts,  which  form  prominent  parts  of  our  past  history  as  a 
Church,  may  very  property  lead  us  to  inquire  for  tnat  course  of  action  in  future 
which  may  be  best  calculated  to  preserve  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  whole  bod^, 
promote  the  greatest  happnness  of  the  slave  population,  and  advance  generally,  m 
the  slaveholding  community  of  oar  country,  the  humane  and  hallowing  influence 
of  our  holy  reUgion.  We  cannot  withhold  from  ^ou,  at  this  eventful  period,  the 
ftolemn  conviction  of  our  minds,  that  no  new  ecclesiastical  legislation  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  at  this  time  will  have  a  tendency  to  accomplish  these  most  desirable 
objects.  And  we  are  fully  persuaded  that,  aa  a  body  of  Christian  ministers,  we 
f  hall  accomplish  the  greatest  good  by  directing  our  individual  and  united  efforts, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  first  teachers  of  Christianity,  to  bring  both  master  and  servant 
tmder  the  sanctifying  influence  of  the  principles  of  that  Gospel  whid^  teaches  the 
duties  of  every  relation,  and  enforces  the  faithful  discharge  otthem  by  the  strongest 
conceivable  motives.  .  Do  we  aim  at  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slave  t  - 
How  can  we  so  effectually^  accomplish  thia,  in  our  calling  aa  ministers  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Christ,  as  by  employing  our  whole  influence  to  bring  both  lum  and  his  mas- 
ter to  a  savina  knowledge  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  to  a  practical  observance  of 
those  relative  duties  so  clearly  prescribed  in  the  writings  of  the  inspired  apostles? 
Permit  us  to^  add,  that  although  we  enter  not  into  tiie  political  contentions  of  the 
day,  neither  inteifere  with  civil  legislation  nor  witii  the  administration  of  the  laws, 
we  cannot  but  feel  a  deep  interest  in  whatever  affects  the  peace,  prosperity,  and 
happiness  of  our  beloved  country.  The  union  of  these  states,  the  perpetuity  of  tbe 
bonds  of  our  national  oon&deration,  the  reciprocal  confidence  of  the  different  mem- 
bers of  the  great  civil  compact;— in  a  word,  the  well  being  of  the  oommunitr  of 
which  we  are  members,  should  never  cease  to  lie  near  our  hearts,  and  for  which 
we  should  offer  up  our  sincere  and  most  ardent  prayers  to  the  Almighty  Buler  of 
the  universe. 

"  But  can  we,^  as  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  and  servants  of  a  Master  '  whose  kii)^ 
dom  is  not  of  this  world,'  promote  these  important  objects  in  any  way  so^  truly  aiSl 
pezznanenUy  as  by  punning  the  coarse  just  pointed  out  7    Can  we,  at  this  evenlfiil 
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crisis,  render  a  botter  service  to  our  country  than  by  Ittjing  aside  all  interierencg 
with  relations  authorized  and  established  by  the  crm  laws,  and  applying  omsehrai 
wholly  and  iaithfiilly  to  what  specially  appertains  to  our  *  high  and  holy  oallinff  ;* 
to  teach  and  enforce  the  moral  obligations  of  the  Gospel,  in  application  to  afl  tha 
duties  growing  out  of  the  dijOTerent  relations  in  society  7  By  a  mligent  devotion  to 
this  evangelicflJ  employment,  with  an  humble  and  steadfitf  t  relianoe  upon  the  aid 
of  divine  influence,  the  number  of  '  believing  masters'  and  servants  may  be  con- 
stantly increased,  the  kindest  sentiments  and  «Bections  cultivated,  domestic  buidena 
.'ightened,  mutual  confidence  cherished,  and  the  peace  and  happiness  of  society  be 
'iromoted.  While,  on  the  other  hand,  if  past  history  afibrds  ns  any  correct  roles  of 
judgment,  there  is  much  cause  to  fear  that  the  influence  of  our  saored  office,  if 
emj^oyed  in  interference  with  the  relation  itself,  and  consequently  with  the  civiT 
institutions  of  the  coxmtry,  will  rather  tend  to  prevent^  than  to  accomplish,  theae 
desirable  ends." 

Sir,  I  have  read  this  extract  that  the  members  of  this  General  Conference  who 
were  not  present  at  the  last  session,  and  this  listening  assembl)^,  who  may  not  have 
heard  it  before,  may  understand  distinctly  the  ground  on  which  I,  wiith  my  col- 
leagues, stand  in  regard  to  these  Questions.  I  desire  that  this  document  may  stand 
^recorded,  with  my  name  to  it,  till  I  sleep  in  the  dust  of  the  earth.'  (Amen.)  I 
desire  to  leave  it  as  a  legacy  to  my  children  and  my  children's  children ;  and,  if  I 
might  be  permitted  to  say  so,  I  would  leave  it  as  a  legacy  to  the  Church  when  I 
am  no  more.  I  want  no  man  to  write  my  epitaph.  I  wOl  write  it  myself.  I  want 
no  man  to  write  and  publish  my  life.  I  will  do  that  myself  as  fiir  as  I  think  it  mar 
be  necessary  for  the  mterests  of  posterity,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  Church  of  GoeL 
I  regret,  4n  reading  the  life  of  my  venerable  colleague,  who  has  gone  from,  earth  to 
heaven  since  your  last  session,  tnat  this  document,  as  it  stood  connected  with  hia 
name,  has  not  apj>eared  in  that  memoir.  I  thank  the  author  of  "  The  History  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  I  mean  Dr.  Bangs,  for  havmg  presented  dna 
document  in  that  History.  I  met  it  in  Europe,  and  I  am  glad  it  is  there.  I  nerer 
wished  my  name  detached  fix»m  it;  no,  never,  never.  When  this  was  written, 
'  your  supermtendents  believed  that  they  were  acting  in  perfect  accoidance  with  the 
pastoral  address  of  the  General  Conference  at  its  session  in  Cincinnati.  We  think 
so  now.  Well,  sir,  I  have  only  one  further  remark  to  xnake  before  I  proceed  to 
the  chief  object  for  Which  I  address  the  conference  this  morning.  It  is  this:  I 
desire  that  no  undue  influence  may  be  produced  from  the  peculiar  relation  in  which 
I  stand  to  the  Church.  Sympathy  may  exert  too  great  an  influence  when  it  is 
brought  to  bear  on  great  principles.  The  only  subject  which  has  awakened  wj 
sympathies  during  this  whole  discussion  is  the  conaition  of  my  suffering  brethren 
of  the  colotired  race,  and  this  never  fidls  to  do  it.  No  matter  where  I  meet  tile 
man  of  colour,  whether  in  the  south,  or  in  the  north  with  the  amount  of  liberty  he 
en^ys,  the  sympathies  of  my  nature  are  all  awakened  for  him.  Could  I  restore 
bleeding  Africa  to  freedom,  to  indej^ndence,  to  the  rights — to  aU  the  rights  of  man, 
I  would  most  gladly  do  it.  But  this  I  cannot  do— -yon  cannot  do.  Ana  if  I  cannot 
burst  the  bonds  of  the  coloured  man,  I  will  not  stren^en  them.  If  I  cannot 
extend  to  him  all  the  good  I  would,  I  wiU  never  shut  him  out  from  the  b^efits 
which  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  bestow.  But,  sir,  I  cannot  withhold  this  sentiment 
fiom  the  conference,  that  with  the  mental  and  physical  labours  of  this  relaticm  I 
could  never  have  been  sustained — I  could  never  have  supported  myself— I  could 
never  have  ministered  to  the  Church  unless  I  had  been  settled  down  on  some  prin- 
ciples equally  as  changeless  as  the  throne  of  God,  in  my  estimation — ^never,  never. 
It  is  a  constant  recurrence  to  these  great  principles  that  has  sustained  me  in  the 
cUscharge  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  my  duties — auties  which  grow  out  of  my  rela- 
tion to  Uie  Church,  and  not  simply  to  this  conference.  These  principles  have  sus- 
tained me  in  the  city,  and  in  the  desert  waste ;  they  have  sustained  me  in  the  north, 
and  they  have  sustained  me  in  the  south ;  they  have  sustained  me  in  the  quarters 
of  the  black  man,  and  in  the  huts  of  the  red  man.  Shake  me  from  these  princinlea» 
and  I  am  done ! — ^I  have  done,  I  say.  But  what  is  this  ?  Why,  sir,  is  the  Memod- 
ist  Episcopal  Chureh  dependant  upon  me?  Far  from  it;  her  interest  hangs  not 
uj>on  my  shoulders  at  all.  She  can  do  a  ereat  deal  better  without  me  than  I  can 
without  her ;  much  better.  Well,  sir,  laying  aside  this  point — endeavoinring  to  dis- 
engage myself  as  fiir  as  possible,  consider  me  as  expressmg  my  own  opinions,  with- 
out reference  to  my  colleagues.  I  wish  to  say,  explicitly,  tJoat  if  the  superintendents 
are  only  to  be  regarded  as  the  officers  of  the  General  Conference  of  Uie  Metboditt 
Episcopal  Church  and  consequently  as  officers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chnreb 
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liable  to  be  ^Sej^oied  at  wiU  by  a  feimpie  m^ority  of  ffab  body  wiOoat  a  form  cH 
trial,  no  obligatioii  existing  growing  out  of  the  constitation  and  laws  of  the  Church, 
eren  to  aaa^  cauae  whererore— I  aay,  if  this  doctrine  be  a  correct  one,  everytfainx:' 
I  have  to  vay  hereafter  is  powerless,  and  ftlls  to  the  ground.  But  brethren  win 
peimit  me  to  say,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  although  I  have  had  the  honouP'and  the 
privilege  to  be  a  men)ber  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  ever  since  its  present  oreanization,  though  I  was  hououred  with  a  seat  in 
the  oonvBution  of  ministers  whisn  organized  it,  in  this  respect  I  have  heard  for  the 
first  time,  either  on  the  floor  of  this  conference,  in  an  annual  conference,  or  through 
ihe  whole  of  the  private  membership  of  the  Church,  this  doctrine  advanced :  this 
IS  the  first  tame  I  ever  hMird  it.  Or  course  it  struck  me  as  a  novelty.  I  am  not 
goin^  to  enter  the  arena  of  controversy  with  this  conference.  I  desire  that  my 
position  may  be  defined.  I  desire  to  understand  my  landmarks  as  a  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church— not  the  bishop  of  the  General  Conference,  not  the 
bishop  of  any  annual  conference.  I  thought  that  the  constitution  of  the  Church— I 
thought  that  its  laws  and  regulations— I  thought  that  tiie  many  solemn  vows  of 
ordimition,  the  parchment  which  I  hold  under  tne  signatm^s  of  the  departed  dead 
— 'I  thought  that  these  had  defined  my  landmarks— I  thought  that  these  had  pre- 
■cribed  my  duties— I  thought  that  these  had  marked  out  my  course.^  In  my  ope- 
ratbns  I  mive  acted  under  the  conviction  that  these  were  my  directions  and  land- 
marks, and  it  affords  mo  ^reat  consolation  this  day  to  stand,  at  least  in  the  ju^ 
ment  of  this  body,  to  which  I  hold  myself  responsible,  and  before  which  I  wm 
always  be  ready  to  appear  to  answer  to  any  charge  they  shall  prefer  against  me— 
I  say  it  affords  me  some  gratification  to  mve  stood  acquitted  for  twenty  years  Hi 
the  discharge-  of  the  h^h  trust  committed  to  my  handai;  and  I  here  desire  to  offer 
my  gratofiif  acknowledgments  to  the  Episcopal  Committee  for  the  report  they  have 
brought  to  tSiis  body,  and  to  the  conference  for  their  cordial  acceptance  of  that  re- 
port. I  say  I  do  it  with  sentiments  of  sincerity;  and  it  is  the  more  cordial  to  me 
m  view  of  what  may  yet  be  to  come.  In  this  regard,  although  I  have  trembled 
beneath  the  weight  of  responsibility,  and  shrank  before  the  consciousness  of  my 
inability,  and  especially  as  I  have  felt  my  physical  infirmities  coming 'upon  me,  ana 
knowing  that  I  must  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of  mental  infirmity,  I  stand  this  day 
acquitted .  in  my  own  conscienoe-Wo  that  I  may  be  acquitted  at  the  bar  of  my 
etcnnai  Judffe !)-— that  I  have  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  with  sincerity  of  heart,  and 
with  the  anient  desire  to  promote  the  great  interests  of  the  Church,  and  the  cause  of 
God,  in  the  discharge  of  tne  duties  which  you  have  intrusted  to  me— I  have  never, 
in  the  dicharge  of  this*  trust— ^God  is  my  witness — I  have  never  given  an  appoint^ 
ment  to  any  preacher  with  a  desire  or  design  to  afflict  him.  Indeed,  if  I  cocud  do 
it  I  should  abhor  myself.  Now,  sir,  whether  this  tsonference  is  to  sustain  the  po- 
dtion  on  which  I  have  acted,  or  not,  they  are  very  soon  to  tettle  in  the  vote  which 
is  before  them ;  I  mean,  they  are  to  setUe  this  question,  whether  it  is  the  rifht  of 
this  body,  and  whether  they  have  the  power  to  depose  a  bishop  of  the  Melhodiit 
Episcopal  Church ; — ^whether  they  have  a  right  to  depose  my  colleague — ^to  depese 
me  wimout  a  form  of  trial ;  see  ye  to  that.  Without  specification  of  wronff ,  and  by 
jalmost  univenal  acclamation  over  this  whole  house,  that  Bishop  Andrew  has  been 
tmbbmable  in  his  Christian  character;  witiiont  blame  in  Ms  ministerial  vocation; 
that  he  has  discharged  the  dxcdeB  of  his  sacred  office  to  the  Church  of  God  with  io» 
tegrity,  witii  usefolnefls,  and  with  ahnost  universal  acceptability,  and  in  good  feiilf ; 
— witn  this  declaration  before  the  community,  before  the  world,  will  mis  oonfer> 
enoe  occupy  this  position,  that  they  have  power,  authority  to  depose  Bishop  An- 
drew, without  a  form  of  trial,  without  charge,  and  without  being  once  oaUed  on  to 
answer  for  himself  in  the  premises ;  v^at  he  did  say  vvas  voluntsiy. 

Well,  brethren,  I  had  conceived— I  had  understood,  finom  the  beg|inning,  tfatit 
special  provision  was  provided  for  the  trial  of  a  bishop.  The  constitution  hu  pro- 
vided that  no  preacher,  no  penon  was  to  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  trial,  accon^ 
ing  to  the  forms  of  Discipline,  and  of  Uie  ririit  of  appeal ;  but,  sb-,  if  I  understand 
the  doctrine  advanced  ami  vindicated,  it  is  mat  you  may  depose  a  bishop  without 
the  fonn  of  trial;  you  may^  depose  him  without  any  obligation  to  show  cause,  and 
thereftnre  he  is  the  only  minister  in  your  Church  who  has  no  appeal.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  Church  has  made  special  provision  for  the  trial  or  the  bi^op,  for  the 
special  reason  that  the  bishop  bis  no  appeal.  Well  now,  sir,  I  only  make  these 
observations,  as  I  said,  to  the  ear  of  reason.  You  win  remember  that  this  whole 
^  is  going  out  before  tiie  worid,  as  well  as  the  Churoh.  I  wish  to  know  my 
,  to  find  eat  where  I  stand;  for  indeed  I  do  not  hesitate  to  aay  to  yoit 
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dial  if  m;  stu&ig,  and  tbe  rolatbn  in  which  I  hava  oeeaplaoed  to  ^  Methodlfl 
Epiaoopal  Church,  under  m^  aolemn  vows  of  ordination — if  my  relation  u  to  stuMi 
on  the  innce  of  a  ample  nuyority  of  thia  body,  wilhout  a  fonn  of  trial,  and  wiUioat 
an  obligation  even  to  show  me  canae  why  I  am  deposed,  I  have  some  doobt 
whether  there  is  the  man  on  this  floor  that  would  be  willing  to  stand  in  my  place« 
Kow  brethren  wiU  at  once  perceive  the  peculiar  situation  m  which  I  am  placed. 
£|ere  are  my  brethren  fiom  the  Ohio  and  otner  conferences.  We  have  been  together 
in  great  haimonv  and  ^eace.  There  has  been  great  union  of  spirit  everywhere ; 
tmt  I  said  at  the  peginning,  there  were  periods  in  the  histoiy  ot  every  man  occupy- 
ing any  important  relation  or  station  in  socie^,  when  his  individual  character  iad 
influence  could  not  be  neutzalized  by  the  laws  of  association.  You  must  nnmoor 
me  from  my  anchorage  on  the  basis  of  this  book ;  you  must  unsettle  me  from  my 
{principles — my  aettled  and  fixed  principles.  From  these  I  cannot  be  shaken  hv 
any  influences  on  my  right  hand  or  on  my  left  hand;  neither  the  zeal  of  youw 
nor  the  experience  of  hocuy  age  shall  move  me  from  my  pmciples.  Comdnce  me 
that  1  am  wron^,  and  I  yield.  And  here  it  may  be  necessaiy  that  I  should  make 
an  observation  m  regard  to  what  I  have  said  liefore :  it  se^ms  to  have  been  mis- 
nnderstood.  i  said.  You  may  immolate  me,  but  you  cannot  immolate  me  on  a 
jouthem  altar;  yon  cannot  immolate  me  on  a  northern  altar;  I  can  only  be  immolated 
on  the  altar  of  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  What  do  I  mean  by 
tibisf  I  mean-— call  it  a  compact--call  it  compronuse,  constitutional  discqdine, 
vbat  you  wiU — ^I  mean  on  the  doctrines  and  provisions  of  this  book,  and  I  consider 
.this  as  the  bond  of  union  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  Here  then  I  plant  my  feet^  and 
here  I  stand.  Let  brethren,  sir,  not  misunderstand  me,  in  another  point ;  a  point 
in  which  they  may  nusunderstand  me,  in  which  I  have  been  misunderstood ;  and 
you  join  me  on  this  point^  I  hold  that  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
JSpisoopal  Church  has  an  indi^iutable  right — constitutional,  sacred — to  arraign  at 
■her  tribunal  every  bishop  ;  to  try  us  there ;  to  find  us  guilty  of  any  ofieace  widi 
.which  we  are  charged  on  evidence,  and  to  excommunicate — expel  ns.  I  am  at 
ways  ready  to  appear  before  that  body  in  this  regard.  I  recognize  fully  their 
'  sight.  But  not  tor  myself-— -not  for  these  men  on  my  rig^t  hand,  and  on  my  left 
hand ;  but  for  your  sakes,  and  for  the  Church  of  God,  of  which  you  axe  membem 
and  ininisters,  let  me  ask  you,  let  me  entreat  you,  not  to  rush  ujKin  the  reaolntioa 
which  is  now  before  you.  Posterity,  sir,  wiU  review  your  aotiooii-^-histDiy  will 
record  Ihem ;  and  whatever  we  may  do  l&ere  will  be  spread  out  before  the  fiue 
of  the  world ;  the  eyes  of  men  will  oe  fixed  upon  it  In  this  view  I  was  not  soi^ 
prised  at  all  to  hear  brethren  say,  "  Pause,  brethren,  I  beseech  you  panse,"  and  I 
was  not  surprised  to  see  men  of  mind  and  of  thought  approach  the  thin^  with  iear 
and  trembling.  But  brethren  apprehend  that  there  are  great  difficulties  mvolved  in 
this  snl\ject;  mey  apprehend  that  fearful  consequences  are  to  take  place,  on  whichever 
,  aide  of  the  question  they  shall  move.  Pass  it,  and  the  south  suj^iose  themselves  in- 
I  solved  in  irretrievable  ruin.  Beflise  to  pass  it,  and  ^e  north  consider  the  conse- 
^ences  perilous  to  them.  Permit  me  to  say,  sir,  that  I  have  had  some  acquaintance, 
'  peiBonal  acquaintance,  both  with  the  nor^  and  the  south:  I  thinki  have  been  aUa 
to  cast  an  in^wtial  eye  over  these  great  departments  of  the  Church.  I  may  en  in 
,  mdgment,  but  X  apprehend  &at  the  difficulties  may  not  be  as  insurmountable  as 
.  brethren  have  apprehended  them  to  be.  I  know  that  some  of  my  brethren  of  the 
north  are  involved  in  such  a  manner  that  I  cannot  apprehend — ^I  perceive  no  way 
XI  which  they  can  compromise  this  question.  Why  7  For  the  obvious  reason  that 
it  involves  a  principle.  I  wiU  compromise  with  no  man  wlusn  a  principle  is  Uh 
volved  in  (he  compromise.  What  is  that  principle  7  The  men  that  avow  it  are  aa 
honest  as  any  men  on  this  floor.  I  know  them:  in  the  men  there  is  no  gnfleik 
What  is  the  principle  7  It  was  advanced  by  my  worthy  brother  Cass  the  other 
day.  Can  he  oompromiBe  the  principle  7  You  must  convince  him  of  the  enor  of 
his  ^rincqde  beibre  he  will  compromise  it.  What  ii  it  7  It  is  that  slavery,  andar 
all  circumstances,  is  a  sin  against  God. 

Mr.  Cass  interposed, — May  I  correct  the  bishop  7    I  believe  I  did  not  say  so : 
I  said  it  was  a  moral  evil. 

-  Buhop  Soule  proceeded,-— Well,  I  am  glad  to  be  ooirected.  That  is  not  brethar 
CaM'a  princqde.  A  moral  evil— a  mcriil  evil,  and  not  a  sin,  under  all  cii«Qi»> 
alBQoes.  It  affords  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  hear  my  worthy  brother's  stat»> 
meat,  for  it  greatly  increases  my  hope  that  we  shall  have  a  compremise. 

Now,  sir,  notwithstanding  brethren  have  thought,  and  widi  perfect  sinoeri^, 
tet  they  ware  ready  to  act  on  the  resdntion;  although  undoubtedly  a  laiga  m^ 
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ttat  it  might  be  prematore  in  the  conference  taking  action  on  it  eren  now.  I  wift 
oflbr  one  or  two  reeaoni  why  I  tfiink  the  oonfemBoe  ii  not  prapand  far  action  on 
lie  reM^ataan*  We  have  hien  hdbnned  here,  from  docamenti— to  a  gnat  extent 
petitions  and  memoria]a-«<n»  the  aoliflBot  of  alsvery  in  xta  TttMoa  aspecta  and  aitas 
matB.  Theae  docomenta,  these  petitiona  a»d  memorials,  have  been  nceired  wiA 
the  VBspeetdne  to  the  right  of  petition,  'they  haTe  been  committed  to  a  large  aoid 
jodicioas  committee  to  examine  and  repovt.  That  committee  has  not  reported  te 
this  body:  it  will  Report:  I  need  not  say  to  yon  that  it  will  report  The  respect 
doe  to  some  thooaann  ^titionera  to  this  boo^  wHl  lay  them  miaer  solemn  obfig» 
tions  to  report;  and  isnt  not  possible  that  this  report— on  the  sol^lect  immediately 
comiected  widi  the  resohition  befane  you— may  afford  yon  some  light  t  Toa 
win  have  in  the  report  of  that  oonmiittee  several  important  items  of  infermatioa 
dearly  develi^>ed  before  yon.  Ton  will  know  the  number  of  the  petitionera,  of  the 
memorialiita  in  each  of  the  ammal  oanfbrenoes.  You  wifl  know  the  relative  propo^ 
tion  of  these  petitkmera  to  die  whole  number  of  the  Mediodist  Cfanreh  within  meae 
ooBJfisrenoes.  Yon  will  know  the  ageregate  nomber  of  ail  these  memoriaHsta  and 
petitionara,  and  yon  will  coaseqnenoy  know  the  lelatiTe  number  in  re^|Bid  to  te 
whole  oommnnity  of  the  M.  £•  Chorch.  It  will  not  bo  disputed,  I  tfamk,  on  dM 
fioorof  diis  Genenl  Confarenoe,  that  the  sobjects,  so  far  as  they  have  been  presented 
when  the  memorials  were  up,  Uiat  the  snbjecta  on  which  you  are  memorialixed 
in  these  doomnents,  are  not  local.  They  are  not  snbjecCa  appertaining  apecially 
andezdnsivelytodiememorialista.  So  &r  as  I  heard,  every  snoject  was  of  a  general 
eharBotor,  in  which  every  member  of  ihe  Methodist  Epiacopal  Chorehr  east,  wesC^ 
north,  and  soudi,  have  an  equal  interest  and  concern.  The  report  of  your  oonndl* 
tee  may  throw  much  light  on  this  great  aubject    But  this  is  not  all.    I  beg  to  i 
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of  the  M.  E.  Charoh,  and  all  the  membera  of  the  M.  £.  Chnrch,  have  an  eqaal 
hUerest  and  oonoeni,  is  it  aale  ibr  tlids  body  to  proceed  to  such  an  important  aotioB 
fai  regard  to  the  whole  interests  of  the  Church,  widiout  having  a  more  full  develop* 
ment  of  the  snlnect,  both  from  BuniatBTB  and  Church,  than  the  memeriala  as  v«t 
presented  aflbrd  f  I  ask  it.  New  will  die  d^gatkm  from  New-York  tell  us  what 
are  the  views  of  the  areat  body  of  the  Mediodists  vrithia  die  New-Yank  ConlerawM 
on  diis  subject  T  ¥1^  have  been  dttina  here,  Mr.  l^resident,  on  this  case  almart 
frmn  the  time  we  commenced  it  It  has  been,  ho  w^^er,  befiare  this  oommunily.  It 
has  been  out  befa«  the  whole  Church,  and  from  the  views  the  brethren  have  taken, 
I  have  been  afanost  surprised  that  vre  hirre  not  had  memorialBfrom  the  dty  wfaeore '«« 
sit;  I  have  been  almost  surprised  diat  we  have  not  had  memorials  fttan  the  people 
in  Philadelphia,  from  the  people  in  Baltimore,  and  from  the  peodje  in  Boston.  We 
have  had  no  memorials.  There  has  been  no  ezpressbn  on  mir  part,  as  I  hacfv 
hesvd;  and  yet,  in  die  midst  of  this«nlighteiied  body  of  Methodist^  are  we  pre^ 
pared  thns  to  say  what  is  die  view  of  the  peo;^  around  us  oo  dus  questkm  f  and, 
mider  snoh  oiroumsfeBiioes,  do  you  hesitate  to  stay  the  question  in  Ike  resolutiai 
beibre  youl  I  beg  die  brethren  to  go  a  litde  fartlMr  on  this  sulgect  I  will  go 
vrith  my  brethren  to  Ohio.  Now  I  do  not  know-— I  am  a  resident  in  Ohio,  I  hav» 
some  acquaintance  in  Ohio ;  both  with  preachen  and  widi  our  very  exeellent  and 
WQfthy  merabenhip  in  Ohio,  my  bredtren  ftmn  them,  these  delecalea,  have  mora) 
and,  cbubtlass,  can  say  more— I  should  not  dare,  on  the  floor  of  this  eonfafeoesL 
to  say,  that  the  act  would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  great  body  of  preachers  and 
membera  in  Ohio:  I  dare  not  8»y  it  It  iasnfilrientfcr  me,  however,  m  the  pcessni 
position  I  oocup^)  to  say,  that  the  Church  has  not  known  the  suhgeet;  and  has  ew^ 
presaed  no  opinion  on  me  sulijeot  whataeever.  I  setde  it  down,  then,  as  the  baas 
on  which  I  ahaiU  proceed,  that  we  hav*  not,  attd  cannot  have  te  viewa  of  am 
ministers  and  people  generally  on  due  sul^ieet,  so  felly  repressed  to  us  as  It 
odwTB. 

The  adoptkm  of  diat  rssolntioB  deposes  Bishop  Andrew  vridioQi  fan  or  tviah 
such  is  my  deliberate  opinion.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  sale  for  our  community ;  I  do 
not  believe  it  is  safe  for  you;  and  I  am  out  of  tins  question.  What  shall  be  donef 
n.e  question,  I  kribw,  v««kes  im  the  attention  of  eveiy  brother.  Can  it  be  possi- 
ble that  die  Mediodiit  Epiaoopai  Chorahis  in  soch  a  state  of  ezcitement--><n  snshn 
state,  I  had  almost  aaid,  of  revolutkm^-as  to  be  unprepared  to  send  oat  the  phdn,  ] 
ample  farts  in  die  oase  to  die  ofaurofaes,  to  the  avraal  ooufa-enoasy  muywlm9 
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tinoiigfa  oar  oummmutjt  ttid  waitto  all-aetioa  on  ttik  lalgMft  till  molkBr  I 
ConiaranoeT 

I  said,  ahnost  at  tbe  oommeiioemeiit  of  these  moaikB,  nr,  that  I  was  DOt  ifrnd 
of  the  SeHbeitaiioncimBQf  of  oar  annual  oonferoiicesy  of  the  GenenLl  Confmncea^ 
I  am  afiraid  of  the  puriona  of  men,  and  I  could  present  befine  70a  some  ooDsid»- 
radons  to  fllnstrate  the  riews  that  I  have  giren  yon ;  and  if  I  ^e  yon  theae  viewa 
in  ezTor  of  judgment,  be  assured  that  they  are  not  views  which  ori^mate  on  the 
•porof  the  moment:  they  are  the  resolt  of  sober  and  deliberate  mreatintioii. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  the  simple  circnmstance  of  Bishop  Andrew's  hohOng  an 
office  as  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  EpJaoopal  Chorch  Ibor  years  hmaor,  with  this 
statement  of  facta  m  the  case— simple  fiicts  in  the  case— spread  oat  before  the  en- 
lightened body  of  this  great  Me&odist  community-— is  there  to  be  an  earthquake  T 
I  am  not  prepared  to  belioTe  it :  I  soberiy  am  net  prepared  to  beUere  it.  WeQ, 
air,  t^is  is  the  view  that  I  take  of  the  subject.  Permit  me  to  make  one  other  tn^ 
ffestion.  The  providence  of  God  directs  Uie  whirlwad  and  the  storm ;  clonds  and 
oaikness  indeed  may  be  nmnd  about  us,  but  righteousness  and  justice  are  the  halbi- 
tation  of  his  throne.  Let  Us  be  careful  that  we  never  suffer  a  human  arm  to  iaft* 
pede  the  operations  of  providence.  My  beloved  coQeagne,  Bishop  Andrew,  and 
oqraelf,  and  all  my  colleagues,  may  have  passed  away  from  these  scenes  of  trouble 
and  the  passions  which  now  agitate  die  Church  of  God,— may  go  to  aleep^  10 
God's  providence,  long  before  four  years  go  by. 

How  easy  it  is  for  uod  to  direct  the  etements  of  society  f  Don't  be  surprised 
Qiea,  bretlnvn,  when  I  say  to  you,  Pause.  Bretfarea  may  possibly  have  a  litlia 
more  light :  there  may  be  some  ray  from  heaven  or  earth  yet  to  shine  upon  this 
anbiect.  Now  it  is  the  solemn  conviction  of  my  mind  that  the  safest  oodtm  von 
ean  pursue  in  the  premises  is  to  pass  tins  subject  without  any  implicatioa  of  Bishop 
'  Andrew's  oharactor  at  all,  and  to  send  out  officially  the  plun  and  simple  focts  in 
the  case  to  all  your  societies— to  all  your  conferences.  Let  it  be  read  everywhora, 
and  then  we  may  have  a  ferther  expresrion  of  opini<ni,  without  any  kind  of  agita* 
tkm.  I  am  about  to  take  my  leave  of  you,  brethren.  You  must  know— yon 
cannot  but  know,  that  with  the  principles  I  have  stated  to  yon— with  the  avowal 
of  my  sentiments  in  logurd  to  thu  sumect-^  will  not  be  Bishop  Andrew  1 ' 


that  your  word  will  a^ect !  No,  sii^  implicate  neither  my  colleagnea  on  my 
ri^  hand  nor  on  my  left;  but  I  say  the  decinon  of  the  question  cannot  affect 
Bishop  Andrew  alone.  I  wish  it  to  be  dirtinctly  underBtood,  it  etttmot  cfgiett  Ana 
•foM^  I  mean  specially  in  this  point— I  8a;jr  that  the  resolution  on  which  we  sfe 
Just  about  to  act  goes  to  sustain  the  dootnne  that  the'General  Conference  have 
power  and  right  to  dej^ose  one  of  ^be  bishops  of  the  Methodist  E^pisoopal  Church 
without  the  form  of  trial— that  you  are  under  no  obligation  from  the  constitntion 
ar  laws  of  the  Church  to  ghow  eamte  even.  Now  every  man  must  see,  and  eveij 
man  must  know,  that  Bishop  Andrew  cannot  be  involved  alone  in  the  vote.  It  ia 
the  principle  which  is  involved.  It  j^oes  to  say  that  when  this  confwenoe  shaO. 
vote  on  the  subject— a  simple  migonty  of  thb  conference,  without  form  of  trial, 
oan  depose  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Do  you  andantand  it 
sof  If  I  am  mistaken,  I  shall  stand  conrecteo— and  I  need  not  say  to  thia  confer- 
ence that  such  a  decision  will  involve  others  beside.  It  involves  the  office ;  it  in- 
volves the  charge ;  it  involves  the  relation  itself. 

»  And  now,  in  taking  leave,  I  offer  devout  prayer  to  almighty  God  that  yon  may 
be  directed  wisely  in  the  decision  you  are  dxmt  to  make.  I  have  given  to  yon 
what  in  my  sober  and  deliberate  judgment  is  the  best  and  safest  oooise  which  yon 
ean  ponue— safest  for  all  concerned.  I  want  that  opinion  to  have  no  more  imn- 
eaoe  upon  yon  dian  it  justly  deserves  in  the  conferencaa— all  the  conferences.  I 
diank  tbe  oonferance  for  the  attention  they  have  been  ^eased  to  give  me.  X  thaidc 
the  audience  for  their  attention.  I  very  well  know— ^  am  not-  at  all  unapprised 
tint  the  jmsition  I  occupy— in  which  I  stand  on  the  principles  of  that  resolatkm— 
•n  the  principles  involfed  in  it— m^  seal  my  fete.  I  say  I  am  not  at  all  unap> 
p^sed  of  that.  Let  me  go ;  "but  I  pray  you  hold  to  principles— to  piincipleB;  and 
with  these  renmiks  I  submit  the  whole  to  yonr  and  to  Gcid'a  direction.  (Amen.) 

AFTIRHOON  SXSSIOS. 

Or.  Durbin  rose,  and  alluded  to  the  disadvantage  of  his  poattbn  in  making  an 
aftardinner  speech ;  but,  as  it  could  not  be  avoided,  he  wonld  make  the  best  of  it. 
If  he  could  secure  the  attention  of  the  ooaference,  he  would  try  to  remove  aoaaa 
mammna  impreasioBs  which  he  thought -had  been  made  in  the  ooqiae  of  this  dn» 
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Longatreet,  that  in  the  early  Church  the  aggresaion  of  Fopeiy  had  always  hean  I 
reaisted  by^  a  pure  and  steai&Dit  minority.  What  waa  the  applioation  of  this  re-  ( 
mark  T  Did  uie  brother  mean  to  say  tfaatlfae  action  of  the  Methodist  EpiacoDal 
Chnrch  in  regard  to  davery  in  any  w^  reaembled  the  growth  of  Popery^T  Or  did 
he  mean  to  say,  in  this  age  of  the  world,  and  in  this  coantry,  that  toe  mtereets  of 
acNsiety,  "Whether  civil  or  reNgions,  are  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  minority  than  of 
the  majority  f  Sir,  the  voice  of  histoiy  does  not  say  so.  The  institutions  of  our 
-oonntiy  do  not  say  so.    The  broker  vnll  not  go  before  the  world  and  say  so. 

The  brother  had  also  stated,  very  broadly,  diat  the  legidation  of  the  Methodist 
episcopal  Chnrch  on  the  subject  of  shivery  had  alw^s  £iie  hann  I  So,  then,  the 
ocijection  is  not  so  much  against  oar  action  in  this  case  as  against  the  uniform  action 
of  Methodism  on  the  general  saljeot  Sir,  I  wish  I  oonnl  go  before  the  world, 
«nd  to  the  bar  of  Ood|  with  as  clear  a  conscience  and  as  firm  a  tmst  in  regard  to 
every  other  part  of  our  legislation  as  in  regaid  to  our  action  on  slavery.  But  we 
<are  told  agam  and  again  that  we  are  called  here  to  judge  of  the  laws  of  sovereign 
Btates,-Hhat  in  the  dtee  of  Harding*-and  in  evevy  similar  casc"  we  must  be  judges 
of  law,— ^  business  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do.  Nay,  more,  sir,  we  are 
told  dmt  in  the  vote  on  Harding's  case,  this  body  i^ot  <mly  acted  above  the  law  of 
the  hmd,  but  above  the  law  of  Methodism— 4hat  we  voted  to  sastain,  not  the  Dis- 
oiflUne  of  the  Church,  but  simply  the  u$age  of  the  Baltimore  Conference.  I  ha»B 
iieard  this  repeatedly  on  this  floor,  and  have  seen  it  repeatedly  in  print;  and  I  foer 
that  the  public  mind  has  really  been  misled  by  these  statements,  so  oonfidentlf 
reiterated.  But,  sir,  I  deny  the  whole  statement.  It  is  ntteriy  groundless.  It  la 
nnjust,  both  with  regard  to  tiie  Baltimore  Ckmfecence  sand  this  Qeneral  Conference. 
The  sole  <jnestbn  we  had  to  judge  of  in  Harding's  case  waa— Whether  U  wu  prM-  I 
Meable  fbt  him  to  emantipate  kU  riaves  t  We  found,  sir,  that  it  wa§  practinible.  1 
It  is  to*da^  practicable.  On  that  ^npd,  and  on  that  groimd  only,  m,  foil  oon^ 
formity  with  the  provisiona  of  the  Discipline,  we  voted  against  the  motion  to  re* 
vene  the  decision  of  the  Baltimore  Conforence.  We  could  not  do  otherwise,  sir, 
with  the  Discipline  in  our  hands.  I  did  not  vote,  nor,  I  believe,  did  my  brethren 
in  the  muority,  to  sustain  the  usage  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  but  to  sustain  the 
laws  of  Methodism. 

We  of  the  north  have  been  repeatedly  taunted  on  this  floor  with  our  diffinenoea 
of  opinion  on  the  subject  of  slavei^.    1^,  whatever  other  diffisrences  of  opinion 
there  may  be  among  us,  on  one  pomt  there  is  none.    Our  minds,  and  hearts,  and  l 
feelings,  are  all  united  on  this  one  point  at  leaBtn^kat  the  epieeopaey  of  tKe  MetkO'  I 
diet  Ejriteopal  Church  ourht  not  to  be  trammelled  with  elaverf.    On  that  ^int,  air,  { 
our  mmds  are  as  the  mind  of  one  man,  and  the  brethren  of  the  south  will  find  it ' 
ao.    Nor  is  this  any  sadden  puq>ose.    It  is  the  groimd  we  have  alwi^  held,  and 
we  shall  be  found  standing  up  for  it^  shoulder  to  shoulder,  to  the  end  <n  the  battle^ 
We  have  also  been  told,  sir,  that  the  early  MethodisUi  in  their  piotest  againat 
slavery,  went  further  than  Christ  and  his  apoadea  had  done.    Nav,  sir,  we  have 
had  arguments  to^y  drawn  from  the  Bible  to  sustain  alaveiy.    What  do  brethren 
mean,  sirl    Is  it  thehr  intention  to  plead  the  word  of  God  in  defence  of  slavevyt 
Do  they  really  brieve,  with  <^e  brother  from  South  Carolina,  who  sp^e  thia  mont- 
ing,  that  the  system  of  slavery  is  to  find  its  authority  in  the  Decalogue,  written  by 
Ciod's  own  hand  T    Sir,  they  cannot  mean  thii,  they  will  not  affinn  this.    And  yet 
we  were  gravely  told  that  because  the  commandriient  speaks  of  the  ox,  and  the 
«ss,  and  the  man-servant,  and  maid-servant,  in  the  same  connection,  that  therafoie 
the  right  of  property  was  assumed  on  the  same  around  for  the  latter  as  for  dw 
former.    As  well  go  a  little  further,  md  assume  <l£at  the  frife  too  was  a  chattel     t 
according  to  the  intent  of  the  commandment    O !  sir,  I  hope'  we  shall  never  be    I 
compelled  to  hear  the  Bible— the  record  of  God's  truth— 'the  charter  of  hmnan  fine-    • 
dom  and  human  rights— appealed  to  in  support  of  American  alaveiy. 

We  have  had  some  strange  statements  nere  in  regard  to  the  legislation  of  the 
Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Brethren  have  tried  to  make  the  impression,  to 
nse  one  of  their  own  figures,  tnat  the  north  has  been  putting  the  screws  on  the 
south,  and  continually  jwessing  them  harder,  untfl  at  last  the  compression  can  be 
endured  no  longer.  Sir,  the  faeti  in  the  case  ate  just  the  reverse  of  all  thia.  The 
history  of  the  Church  sIktws  thia  point  indisputably,  that  the  Invest  groimd  tint 
has  ever  been  held  upon  the  sulgect,  was  taken  at  the-  veiy  organiaation  of  the 
Church,  and  that  concessions  have  been  made  by  the  Chnrch  continnally,  from 
tUht  time  to  this,  in  view  Af  the  neeeeeiiiee  of  the  sottth ;  that  wfaOe  the  ami 
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•larery  pimaiijh  huB  MVer  been  abaadcned,  oar  ndab  krra  been  ivede  leu  Md 

leM  BtniigBxit,  end  our  lenguege  lees  end  less  ■eTerey^-becauee  experience  bee 

shown  it  to  be  tUftohUely  neegstaty  for  the  welfiire  of  tbe  Church  in  the  eooth-^ 

end  theae  caooeeftioiie^  have  been  made,  toO|  while  tbe  power  of  the  Chordi  hee 

been  continualfy  pewing  from  the  eUveholding  to  the  non-davebolding  Btatee.    I 

tmet  brethren  wiu  bear  thie  in  mind.    Without  bying  atreM  npon  Mr.  Wetlej^e 

Tehement  denunoietimu  of  slayeiy,  what  was  the  deelaration  of  the  Charoh  hi 

>1780 1     "  We  pas$  our  dUapprohaUtm  on  all  tmr  friends  who  keep  riamee,  and  a^ 

viee  their  fretdonL'*    The  ksgiiage  of  1784,  wnen  ^e  Chnrch  waa  oi^anized« 

•was  eqaaHy  bold.    All  wivate  meniert  were  required  to  emancipate  their  sbree 

m  thoee  states  where  tne  laws  allowed  of  manumission.    The  ictkm  taken  was 

loo  stnmg,  sir,  and  in  six  months  it  was  suspended,  in  accordance  with  the  gemns  of 

Methodism,  which  does  not  all  the  good  she  would,  but  all  she  can.    The  Chnicli 

;    Ihen  made  a  ooncessien  to  the  soath  on  the  score  oineteeeity.    Even  the  iangoase 

I    o£  the  question  on  slavey  was  mitigated.    lu  1796  it  was,  "  What  regulations  shall 

,   be  made  ior  the  eztfapation  of  the  ciying  evil  of  African  sluveiy  r*    In  1804  H 

was, ''What  shall  be  done  for  the  extiipation  of  the  evil  of  slavery?"    In  1808  all 

;   tiiat  relates  to  elaveholding  among  private  members  was  stricken  out,  and  no  rule 

\  on  the  sul^t  has  existed  since.    I  might  advert  to  other  points  to  show  the  tralh 

of  my  position,  that  the  Choroh  hae  §pradaaUy  made  concessions  to  the  neoeasitaes 

of  the  slaveholding  states,  until  our  brethren  from  tbe  south  sa^  they  atand  firmly 

oa  the  ground  of  Discipline.    But  I  finbear:  it  will  not  be  denied  by  any  who  an 

oonversent  with  the  history  of  the  Church.    Is  itnecessaiy  to  make  still  another 

«0BBcession,  and  allow  slavery  to  connect  itself  with  our  epiacooacy  Y 

Now,  air,  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  these  concessions  ought  mot  to  have  been 
made.  Our  fiithei*  wisely  made  them,  on  the  ground  of  necessi^.  The  Medio- 
diet  Chupoh  could  not  have  existed  at  s^  in  the  south  without  thenu  This  should 
•be  a  rebuke  to  our  abolition  brethren  everywhere  who  would  urge  this  ouestiaQ 
to  extremities.  I  take  my  stand  on  the  coneervatiift  ground  of  the  X>iBci|uine,  as 
^  ftr  from  extreme  opinions  in  die  north  as  in  flie  south.  I  have  no  syminihy  with 
either.  I  would  not,  dare  not)  urge  on  our  southern  brethren  to  a  position  wheee 
thsey  cannot  stand.  The  Discipline  has  placed  the  Church  in  t^e  proper  relatiaiitD 
slavery  in  the  south.  ^  She  does  not  propose  to  disturb  the  relations  of  our  aonthem 
4M^elhEen  on  &e  question  of  slaveiy  m  tne  south,  but  to  leave  them  free  to  contend 
with  the  evil  in  the  best  manner  the^  can  under  the  laws  of  their  several  states. 
But  while  I  stand  up  firmly  for  their  nghts  and  privileges,  and  shall  be  ever  readj 
to  lend  what  wei^t  I  can  to  protect  them  if  assaulted,  I  must  beg  our  brethreti  Jt 
the  south  not  to  return  the  question  of  slavery  upon  the  north  in  connection  with 
our  general  superintendency.  This  is  the  real  question,  Shall  slavery  be  connected 
/  "With  our  epsBOOPac^,  which  is  common  to  all  parts  of  our  Church,  the  northas  well 
^  ai  the  souta,  ana  tmis  cause  the  Church  to  give  her  example  in  favourof  the  "  greit 
I  avil  ef  abveiy,"  in  a  fioim  which  will  be  pueaded  aa  decsive  ci  her  jud^ent  <a 
the  general  question,  and  in  those  parts  of  the  eonntiy  where  no  necessity  exista 
•for  each  a  declaration,  and  where  it  will  fearfully  agitate  oi|r  societies  T  There  ii 
Honaoessity  in  the  south  for  any  one  of  our  bishi^  to  hold  slaves  in  order  to  do  his 
WQik  &•]».  Tlus  is  admitted  on  all  hands ;  whde  h  is  as  raadQy  admitted,  even 
1^  the  south,  that  theie  ase  many  canferences  <'  in  which  his  oonnectioii  withsiaveay 
ironld  render  his  leryioes  unaecepiabU" 

1  oome  now,  sir,  wiidi  as  much  delicacy  as  possible,  to  examine  the  questiofn  of 
iSbB  power  of  the  General  Conference  over  the  bishops.  It  has  been  maintained 
here,  sir,  that  the  General  Conference  has  no  power  to  remove  a  bishop,  ot  to  sus- 
pend the  exercise  of  his  frmctions,  unless  by  impeachment  and  trial,  in  regular 
ft*m,  fer  some  efience  reeularly  charged.  If  this  be  true,  sir,  I  have  greatl^r  mie- 
-mdemoed  the  nature  <m  our  episcof^acy.  From  whence  is  its  power  derived! 
^  po  we  place  it  upon  the  gtoond  of  divine  right?  Surely  not,  an:.  You  do  notplead 
:  any  such  doctrine,  Whence,  then,  is  it  denved  ?  Solely,  sir,  horn  the  sumagea 
1  of  the  General  Conference^  Thoe,  and  there  oidy,  is  the  source  of  epiKopal  power 
in -our  Chitreh.  And  the  same  power  that  conferred  the  authority  can  remove  it, 
if  diey  see  it  necessary.  Nor  is  this  a  new  doctrine,  sfr.  The  Mumtea  of  178S 
declare  that  at  the  otfpaiUEation  of  the  Church,  the  "  episcopal  oflfice  was  made 
elective,  and  the  eleoted  superintendent  or  bishop  amenable  to  the  body  of  min- 
iatBfs  and  preachers."  .The  Notes  to  the  Discipline  assert  ^lat  the  bishops  are 
^*perfeeilf  eubfeet  to  the  General  Conference-^tbeir  ]^wer,  their  usefulness,  them- 
•dvesi  «re  ensiroly  at  the  mwvy"  o|  that  body.    Again,  sir,  I  bring  yon  tiie  antfao- 
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rttjr  of  a  witneM  ianctkmed  by  &e  oonfetvnce.of  17d2,  vaA  by  Wbep  A«bmy,  and 
whose  doctrine  on  this  subject  is  endoned  by  cmr  lata  beloved  Bishop  Emory.  I 
do  not  mention  these  venerated  names  for  the  mere  purpose  of  awaking  the  ieel- 
hi^  of  brethren. 

I  wonld  not  call  the  slee^g  dead  from  Iheir  honoored  gmveti  as  some  h«v» 
done  on  this  floor.  No,  sir ;  they  are  escaped  from  aH  onr  striliM  and  war&iv. 
Let  them  rest,  siiv^let  them  rest  They  never  saw  the  Methodist  Cfanich  ibresd- 
ened  widi  so  fearfhl  a  storm  as  that  which  now  hanss  over  ns;  I  know  not  what 
they  would  say  or  do  were  they  with  ns  now.  But  near  my  witness.  Bev.  Jolm 
'  Dickens,  the  most  intimate  friend  of  Bishop  Asbury,  in  a  pamphlet,  published  in 
1792,  as  already  stated,  with  the  sanction  or  the  Geneml  Conference^  dius  answered 
a  ^estion  put  bjT  Mr.  Hammett,  in  reference  to  this  veiy  point  "  Now  whoevvr 
saul  ihe  superiority  of  the  bishops  was  by  vhtoe  of  a  separate  ordinatioQ  7  If  Aoa 
gave  them  their  superiority,  how  came  m^  to  be  removable  by  the  conference  f' 
''  We  all  know  Mr.  Asbury  derived  his  official  power  fttnn  me  eonference,  and, 
therefore,  his  office  is  at  their  disposaL''  **  Mr.  AsbnzV  was  thus  chosen  by  tibe 
conference,  both  before  and  after  he  was  ordained  a  bishop ;  and  he  is  still  consi- 
dered as  the  person  of  their  choice,  by  being  responsible  to  tiie  conferanoe,  Wltf> 
have  power  to  remove  him,  and  to  fill  his  place  with  another,  if  ttiey  see  it  neoe^ 
sar^.  And  as  he  is  liable  every  year  to  be  removed,  he  may  be  considered  M 
&eir  annual  choice.**  Bishop  Emory  states  that  this  may  be  oonsiderBd  as  ezpreaa- 
ing  the^  views  of  *'  Bishop  Asbury  m  relation  to  die  true  and  original  character  of 
Methodist  episcopacy  ;*'  and  gives  it  the  sanction  of  his  own  autnority,  by  quoting 
and  using  it  in  the  twelfth  section  of  ^e  ''  Defence  of  our  Fathers.** 

I  have  thus,  sir,  expressed,  and,  I  trust,  maintained,  my  views  of  the  voAoiAlf 
of  the  Oeneral  Conference,  in  regard  to  the  episcoptd  office.    I  am  aony,  sir,  th^  * 
*    "  •     ItoaddreHij 


this  opinon  differs  somewhat  fit)m  your  own,  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to  address  yoti 
personally,)  knowing,  as  I  do,  that  my  judgment,  thrown  into  the  opposite  scale  to 
yours,  is  but  as  a  feiUher  against  a  thousand  pouxids  weight  Still,  sir,  I  amat  hold 
my  opinion. 

A  few  words  now  in  regard  to  the  application  of  tiiis  power  m  the  preeeUt 
instance.  The  action  that  is  proposed  to  be  taken  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew 
is  contained  in  the  substitute  now  before  us.  We  are  told  that  it  is  in  met  a  pre- 
position to  depone  Bishop  Andrew.  Sir,  we  do  not  so  regard  it  The  yenerabie 
man  who  moved  it  does  not  so  regard  it  I  am  sure  he  does  not :  1  know  him  ; 
well — ^he  has  called  me  "  John,**  sir,  from  my  boyhood,-- «nd  on  the  day  when  bb  f 
offered  this  substitate,  he  called  to  me  across  the  pews— *i*'Jofan,  explaiB  tide  fer 
me.**  Understanding  his  views  of  the  substitute,  I  now  propose  to  exphdn  il-^ 
having  the  opportunity  of  doing  so  for  die  first  time.    It  reads : 

**  Whereas,  The  Discipline  of  our  Church  forbids  die  doinff  of  anytimigoaloii- 
lated  to  destroy  our  itinerant  genenl  superintendency ;  and,  whereas,  Bishop 
Andrew  has  become  connected  with  slayery  by  marriage  and  odierwise,  and  mm 
act  having  drawn  after  it  circumstances  wtrich,  in  the  estimation  of  tiie  Genenl 
Conference,  wiU  greatly  embarraas  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  general  aaperinlaadU 
ent,  if  not  in  some  places  entirely  preyent  it;  therefore, 

**  Besolyed,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conferanoe,  that  he  deslat  fimb 
the  exercise  of  bis  office  so  long  as  this  impediment  remains.'* 

Now,  sir,  iStoA  action  is  not  contemplated  without  cause.  The  preamble  staiM  ] 
the  ground  of  the  action  clearly  and  distinctly,  in  a  statement  of  imd&pated  aaA  { 
indi^utable  facts.  And  what  does  the  resolution  propoee  T  Expolaiain  f  No,  sir.  ) 
DepositionT  No.  If  I  am  pressed  to  a  decision  of  mis  case  in  its  raescm  ianl^ 
I  shall  vote  for  that  substitute,  and  so  will  many  others;  but  if,  mat  w«  kmf 
voted  for  it,  any  man  should  come  and  teU  us  personaDy  that  we  h«««  yotod  to 
depoti  Bishop  Andrew,  we  should  consider  it  a  penonal^^hall  I  say  fnsnlt,  airf 
The  substitute  proposes  only  to  express  the  sense  of  this  oonferenoem  regiid  to  m 
matter  which  it  cannot,  in  dutjr  and  conscience,  ^pass  by  widiotit  snitri^le  expiee- 
rion ;  and  having  made  the  solenm  expression,  it  leaves  Bishop  Andrew  to  aet  m 
lie  sense  of  duty  shall  dictate.  Will  any  of  the  breAren  on  ttie  odier  «de  of  die 
house  tell  us  that  if  such  is  our  deliberate  sense,  and  vine  deem  it  omr  duty  to  the 
Church  to  say  so,  we  ought  to  suppress  it?  One  brother  answers,  "Tea."  1  wffl 
not  take  that  brother's  answer  for  the  answer  of  lh^  sontil.  There  is  too  mneh 
magnanmiity  among  the  brethren  of  that  region  of  cnivahy  to  allow  of  anch  ta 
answer  fi<om  them.  In  passing  this  substitate— tf  vre  do  pass  it— we  tuke  a  olear 
dechuration  against  the  connectioa  of  slayeiy  wift  omr  epiwqpaey-*-*  deobmliii^ 
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wliidi  we  cannot  avoid  mAmg  if  we  woald^and  oo^  net  if  we  oQ«ld»-»«  d# 

claratioD,  sir,  which  the  world  will  approve.  I  will  take  the  ezcelleiitadviee  whu^ 
joa  gave  ua  thia  moroiiag,  air,  and  not  appeal  to  the  pessiona  of  thia  conference—  . 
nor  to  the  audience  in  the  galleiy — ^bat  if  an  appeal  muat  be  made,  air,  to  any  txi* 
bunal  out  of  thia  bodv,  we  are  willing  to  abide  by  the  verdict  of  the  woHd,  air,  and 
hf  the  deciaion  of  a  ur  higher  tribuiuJ.  There,  air,  we  ahall  fef^  no  reversal  of 
our  action  in  thia  case.  O !  air,  when  we  were  left  to  infer  thia  morning,  fiom  the' 
lemarka  of  the  chair,  that  the  paaea^e  of  thia  aubstitute  wonld  affect,  not  only 
Biahop  Andrew,  but  perhapa  others  of  oar  bishopa,  I  could  not  bat  feel  that  a  mo- 
mentary cloud  gathered  before  my  eyes,  to  dim  die  cleamesa  of  my  vision.  The 
leelinga  which  that  remark,  excited  were  not  calculated  to  give  greater  freedom 
to  the  action  of  my  reason,  or  greater  precision  to  my  judgment.  But  strong  aa 
were  and  are  those  feelinga,  diey  caimot  stifle  my  conscience  or  darken  my  nnder> 
standing. 

I  have  read  in  the  public  reports  of  the  proceedings  daring  my  absence  some 
things  that  gave  me^  great  pain.  Mentiou  haa  been  made  here  of  proceedings  at 
]aw*-of  the  possibility  of  obtaining  an  "  iniunction*'  upon  the  Book  Concern,  and 
stopping  our  presses.  I  am  aony  that  sucn  worda  have  been  uttered  here.  Per- 
.iiaps  such  an  ugunction  might  be  isaued.  I  do  not  know  but  a  judge  or  a  chan- 
oeUae  might  be  found  (though  I  do  not  believe  it)  wicked  enough  to  rejoice  in  oar 
difficulties,  and  exult  over  our  stiife.  Ah !  sir,  wicked  men  .would,  indeed,  exult 
in  it:  Satan  would  exult  in  it— perhap>s,  I  say,  such  an  ii^juncticm  might  be  obtained, 
but  what  then  7  Vou  may  \aj  an  h^unction  upon  types,  and  presaea,  and  newa- 
papera ;  but,  diank  God,  no  iz^unction  can  be  laid  upon  an  honest  conadence  and 
aa  ufoight  mind.  The  Book  Concern !  There  is  no  man  here,  I  am  anre,  whose 
floul  la  so  mean  and  paltry  aa  to  be  influenced  by  auch  a  motive.  Sh*,  that  Book 
Concern  was  burned  do vm  once,  and  I  grieved  over  its  destruction;  but  gladlT 
wonld  I  ^ee  it  destroyed  again  this  night — gladly  would  I  welcome  the  first  flash 
■of  UAt  that  might  burst  into  that  window— even  though  in  the  conflagratioQ 
buikunea,  t>npea,  presaea,  paper,  platea,  and  all,  were  thia  night  to  be  deatroyedi, 
if  it  GOiud  puuse  the  Church  back  where  ahe  was  only  six  months  ago. 

Before  I  ait  down,  I  deaire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  conference  to  a  proposi- 
tion made  by  the  brethren  from  the  south  in  the  Committee  of  Pacificatloa.    Hie 
langoi^e  of  part  of  that  propodtion  was  *'  that  Bishop  Andrew  shall  not  be  required 
to  preaide  in  any  annual  conference  in  which  hia  connection  with  slavery  would 
renidef  his  services  unacceptable."    Now,  air,  here  was  a  clear  admiaaion  of  the 
&ct  that  Bishop  Andrew's  position  did  render  him  unacceptable  to  mamj  of  the 
.  conferences j  and  a  proposition  founded  upon  it    Kee|nng  the  admission  m  mind, 
and  recollectmg  th^  we  are  forbidden  by  the  constitudon  to  do  anything  that  shall 
.  impair  omr  itinerant  general  superintendency,  I  beg  the  conference  to  look  at  the 
bearing  of  this  proposition,  and  of  similar  ones  that  have  been  made  here  from 
time  to  dme.    It  is  wrong  to  do  that  for  one  of  the  bishops  which,  if  done  for  all, 
would  be  destruction  to  me  system.    Now,  sir,  suppose  that  you  ahould  become 
.  an  aboUtioniat,  and  on  that  account  you  could  not  go  to  the  south — for  the  same 
reaaona  preciaely  a  reaolutbn  might  be  brought  here  to  confine  your  services  to 
/the  east.    Suppoae^  some  similar  contingency  to  continue  another  biahop  in  the 
north,  and  another  in  the  westF—is  not  our  itmerant  general  superintendency  effect' 
nally  destroyed  f    Asanredly  it  is— and  it  seems  to  me  that  we  cannot  take  the 
>first  step  toward  such  a  reacut  without  violating  the  constitution  aa  it  now  atands. 
I  am  firee  to  declare  that  I  do  not  wish  to  come  to  a  direct  jote  on  thia  mo- 
mentous question ;  I  have  looked  long  and  earnestly  for  aome  way  to  escape.    I 
have  hoped  our  brethren  of  the  aouth  could  a^e  to  say  to  this  oonlmence,  "  Breth- 
.zen,  we  have  been  very  unexpectedly  and  unmtentionally  the  occasion,  in  the  per- 
^Bon  of  our  beloved  biahop,  ofbringing  the  Church  into  great  danger;  we  had  not 
.  apprehoided  such  a  cloud  aa  now  covers  our  Zion ;  we  mive  stood  up  for  what  we 
.  believed  to  be  our  rights  and  the  interesta  of  the  Church  in  the  south;  we  hare 
beard  you  feelingly  and  plainly  declare  the  certain  danger  which  threatena  yoa  k 
the  north ;  the  aaiiifice  of  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  Cnurch  ia  too  costly  a  aaoi- 
fice  to  be  made  almoat  by  accident ;  postpone  all  proceedings  in  thia  uw>rtniiale 
ipase,  and  we  will  see  that  the  Chnrch  shall  suffer  no  fiirther  harm."    Such  aa 
Uttoonoement  aa  this  would  come  upon  the  conference  and  the  Church  like  a 
•age  fi»m^  heaven  ;  and  no  man  would  ask  yoa,  how,  when,  or  where  are  yoo 
to  deal  with  the  case.    Thia  conference  and  the  Church  wcrald  trust  your  woi 
yoor  reUglon  in  the  case,  and  aak  yon  no  questions.    I  wfll  conclude,  sir,  by  say- 
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ia^  a  kw  Ibyi  age  faiotfaer  Eaiiy,  from  Yiiginia,  damw  rat  a  Biijnmtioa  ol  the 
«kMe  of  lb»  Mfluon,  viz. :  m^ iU  not  thu  matter  be  referred  back  to  tne  Church  or 
"^  oonfereneei  t    This  course  was  distmcdy  advised  bj  joiinelf,  sir,  this  moming,  . 
in  your  address  to  the  oonferenee.    These  weighty  fiwts  led  me  to  believe  that  the  I 
•  nortfa  weald  meet  the  south  on  the  feUowing  lesohitioD,  which  I  would  willingly  ' 
•-offcn'  if  I  had  the  least  intimation  that  our  brethren  from  the  south  would  meet  us 
en  it,  viz.  ^— • 

*'  Besoh-ed,  That  &e  case  of  Bishop  Andrew  be  xeferrad  to  the  Church,  and 
that  the  judgment  of  the  next  General  Conferenee  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the 
Teice  of  the  Chufch,.  whedier  Bishop  Andrew  shall  coatinne  to  exercise  his  fnnc-   j 
tions  as  a  general  superintendent  in  the  Bfetfaodist  Episcoj^al  Church,  while  he  sos-    '* 
4ains  the  relation  to  slaveir  asstated  in  his  communicaoiOD  to  the  conference,  as 
leported  to  the  cooferanee  by  the  Committee  on  the  Ejascopaoy.'' 

After  Dr.  Durbin  had  conclnded*  Dr.  Smith,  Mr.  Longstreet,  and  Dr.  Capen 
made  some  exolanadons,  and  the  confezenoe  adjonmed. 

^  THURSDAY,  MAy'sO. 

Dr.  Capers  rose  and  said,— *Mr.  Prendent:  At  no  previous  Qeoeifal  Conference 
iKve  the  conflicting  opmions  of  the  north  and  south  in  relation  to  slavery  and  aboH- 
lion  been  so  fully  and  strongly  set  before  us  and  the  community,  as  at  present.  \  7 
•wish  it  may  prove  for  the  better;  though  I  can  hardly  hope  it  will  not  for  the  ' 
worse.  In  what  I  have  now  on  my  mind  to  utter,  I  wish  to  call  attention  first,  to 
the  unity  of  the  Church,  as  it  seems  to  me  it  ought  to  affect  this  questbn,  indepoMr 
dently  or  all  sectional  views  in  any  quarter. 

Perhaps  it  has  always  been  felt  smce  the  Church  has  been  extended  over  the 
whc^  country,  north  and  south,  that  brethren  who  have  occupied  positions  fiar 
north  and  south,  have  bean  opposed  to  each  other  in  their  views  of  this  subject* 
Possibly  the^  have  been  too  tur  apart,  in  local  positioa,  to  understand  well  eaoh 
other's  prinmples ;  and  the  action  has  been  as  if  a  medical  man  should  bestow  aU 
ids  care  on  a  particular  limb,  to  cure  a  disease  of  the  general  system.  Now,  sir» 
4f  I  know  my  heart,  I  approach  this  subject  with  an  ardent  and  sincere  desire  to 
•oonlribute  somethiiu^tt  ever  so  little— to  the  conservation  of  &e  whole  Church. . 
However  wide  a  ditterence  there  may  be,— and  I  apprehend  there  is  indeed  a  wide 
difierence,— between  my  views  of  slavery  as  it  exists  among  the  Methodists  in 
South  Carolina,  and-the  views  of  brethren  of  the  north  and  east,  I  thank  God  to 
4dow  and  to  £ael,  that  this  difference  of  our  views  has  never  awakened  in  me,  fer 
one  moment)  a  disposition  to.  inflict  the  slightest  injury  on  any  brother.  If  I  have 
eiver  said  anght  against  any  one's  gpod  namey  as  a  Christian  or  Christian  minister, 
'On  aoconnt  of  this  difference  of  opinion,  or  hAve  cherished  in  my  heart  any  other 
than  Christian  feelings  toward  anyone  for  a  cause  which  I  deem  so  foreign  firom  the 
tme  ground  of  fiuth  and  fellowship,  I  am  not  conscious  of  it.  I  have  considered, 
air,  that  our  Church  is  one,  and  our  ministiy  ODe>  in  spite  of  these  opinions. 

My  honoured  brotiier  (Dr.  Durbin)  deprecates  involving  the  north  in  a  conneo> 
tion  with  slavery ;  and  assumes  that  such  must  be  the  result,  u  Bishop  Andrew  is  con* 
tinned  in  the  general  superintendeocy.  But  I  hold,  that  if  the  north  might  be  involved 
an  the  evil  they  so  mncn  deprecate,  for  the  cause  alleged,  they  are  aueady  involved  i 
hj  another  cause.    Ther  are  invcdved  by  the  unity  of  the  Church  and  the  uniqr  I 
of  our  ministiy.    I  thank  Ood  for  this  umty ;  a  unity  which  stands  not  in  the  epia*  i 
eopacy  only,  but  pervades  the  entire  of  our  eodesiastioal  constitntion.    We  have  ' 
twt  one  episoopacjr  onfy,  but  one  ministiy,  one  doctrine,  one  Di8oip]ine,--eve(y 
«sage  aad  every  principle  one  for  the  north  and  the  scmth.    Andia  this  view  of  the 
natter,  I  cannot  out  express  my  snipfise  that  it  should  be  said,— )(and  it  has  been 
aaid  by  more  ^laa  one  brother  on  this  floor,)— that  if  the  present  measure  should 
not  pass,  it  will  extend  the  evil  of  slarery  over  the  north.    It  has  been  declared 
"—(and  I  thank  brethren  for  the  declaration)— that  it  u  not  the  purpose  of  any  to 
oppress  the  south;  but  they  insist  much  aao  gravely  on  their  duty  to  protect  the 
north.    It  is  easy  to  err  in  the  application  of  abstract  prinoq>les  to  practice ;  and 
I  must  confess,  that  in  the  preaent  instance,  the  api>lication  appears  to  my  mind 
to  be  not  only  erroneous,  but  preposterous.    What,  air,  extend  the  evil  of  slavacy 
eiver  the  north  by  aiaihire  to  cany  the  resolution  on  your  table !    What  is  slaverv? 
What  new  alave  would  such  a  failure  lAake  T    What  sl8ve«  now  a  slave,  would  it 
make  mace  a  bond-man?    Or  who  that  is  not  now  a  slaveholder  ndght  be  made  a 
•Isvefaolder  7    Not  one  more  slave,  nor  one  mon  slaveholder  can  be  made  by  the   « 
iufawa  of  the  measure ;  and  yet  farethnsnare  bound  to  cany  it,  not  tiiat  they  may 
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opprew^  flcmth,  but  merely  that  lii6y  may  prerent  tm  eaEteMion  of  %lweii  ovar  i 


the  noxth.    It  is,  they  •tsy,  a  mere  jmxber  of  Betf'ptwefvatUm. 
that  Bishop  Andrew  wa3  mikle  a  ahnreholder  -without  hia  eo 


I  eoDsent^  by  the  will  of 
llie  old  lady  who  died  in  Augusta  aome  yean  ago,  all  ikeee  brBthraii/  and  all  they 
represent,  were  aboat  to  be  mTolved*  or  were  alraady  inTolred,  in  t^  aarae  pre- 
dicament wi^  the  bishop^ whether  they  will  or  no*  The  phraae  '*  eoimeeUdwUk 
wtaver^j^  has  been  complained  of  as  extremely  indefinite ;  but  I  eonld  not  haiia 
diougnt  that  it  was  so  indefinite  aa  this  hypothesis  proceeds  to  make  it.  Bishop 
Andrew's  ''  connection  with  riaTery,"  brethren  aasore  os,  will  cany  the  defilement 
to  hondreds  of  thousands  who  are  now  dean,  mdess  they  prevent  it  fay  the  pasaage 
of  that  resolution  \  I  cannot  trace  this  Kne  of  connection ;  I  cannot  bz  its  figure  f 
I  cannot  conceive  of  it  as  an  actoal  veritf .  Mesmerism  itself  ahonld  not  be  mom 
impalpable.  But  I  am  free  to  declare,  sir,  that  I  have  no  desire  for  the  extenskm 
of  slaveiy.  I  could  wish  no  fireman  to  be  made  a  slave.  I  oeuld  rather  wish  that 
slaves  were  freemen.  I  certainly  could  not  wish  my  brethren  who  are  served  by 
fireemen,  to  be  taxed  vrith  such  'incumbrances  as  some  of  us  are,  who  have  slavee 
to  serve  us. 

Sir,  I  consider  our  circumstamoes  in  this  debate  quite  too  serious  for  extreme  apeo' 
uktions  on  either  side ;  but  if  brethren  will  indtdf  e  that  wav,  they  wiU  allow  ne 
the  benefit  of  inferences  foirly  dedncible  from  their  own  mooe  of  reaaoninK-  And 
I  claim  the  inferences  as  fiur  fix>m  their  arffument  on  this  point,  that  if  ttie^  ana 
involved,  or  likely  to  be  involved^  in  the  evu  of  slavery  by  toeir  relation  to  Bishop 
Andrew,  tiiey  are  already  involvod,— inextricably  involved,  unlesa  diey  break  up 
the  Church,— by^  the  &ct  that  they  are  akin  to  me.  Yes,  air,  they  and  I  are  bredffen, 
whether  they  will  or  no.  The  same  holy  hands  have  been  laid  upon  their  heads 
and  upon  my  head.  The  same  vows  which  they  have  taken,  Ihave  taken.  At  the 
same  altar  where  they  minister,  do  I  mmister ;  and  with  the  same  words  mutuaUy 
on  our  tongues.  We  are  the  same  ministzy,  of  the  same  Church.  Not  Uftit^  bat 
ideniieal.  Are  they  elders  t  So  am  I.  Spell  the  word.  There  is  not  a  letter  in 
it  which  they  dare  deny  me.  Take  their  measure.  I  am  just  as  hiffh  aa  they  an, 
«kd  they  as  low  as  I  ansr  We  are  not  one  ministiy  for  the  north,  ana  another  mxa* 
istiy  for  the  soodi ;  but  one,  and  one  only,  for  the  whole  Chnreh.  And  I  eannot  paas 
from  this  point  without  thankmg  brother  Green  fov  his  remarks,  so  fitly  niade 
"With  respect  to  this  matter ;  the  force  of  which,  I  am  persuaded,  eannot  poa- 
•ibly  be  thrown  off  from  this  great  qneation.  Is  the  episoapacy  for  Ae  whole 
Chmwhf  So  is  the  ministry.  And  if  the  fact  that  a  bishop  is  connected  with  alavenr 
in  the  south,  requiree  him  1x>  be  suspended,  because  he  cannot,  while  so  ooBnacteOy 
exercise  his  functions  acceptably  at  the  north,  the  same  must  be  condnded  of  llie 
nnnistiy ;  which,  as  one  for  the  whole  Church,  and  having  equal  constitntmnal 
oomnetency  for  the  north  or  the  south  indifferently,  must,  in  the  same  involvement  ns 
4ie  bishop,  become  subject  to  like  disabili^.  Nor  does  the  interference  atop  here, 
but  it  extends  to  the  privileges  of  the  membenhip  of  the  Churoh,  as  well  aa  the  minia- 
t»y.  The  wound  inflicted  by  this  thrust  at  the  bbhc^  goes  throu^  the  entire  Chnreh. 
We  are  everywhere  one  Clinreh,*-ane  communion.  And  may  you  refuse  tibe  aacn^ 
ment  of  the  Lord's  su^r,  or  ac^BiiseaoQ  to  a  love-feast,  to  a  member  of  tlrn  Chnreh  in 
Charleston,  whose  busme^  may  carry  him  to  Boston,  because  in  Boston  yon  vrili  have 
no  connection  with  sloveiy  1  Admit,  then,  the  principle  assumed  on  the  other  side,  and 
to  what  confusion  will  it  not  lead  you  ?  First,  the  bishop  must  surcease  his  fanotkna. 
He  may  not  be  allowed  to  exercise  them  even  in  the  slavefaolding  states  I  Nezt^ 
the  ministiy  in  the  south  must  be  declared  incompetent  to  go  nor^.  Next,  they 
may  not  be  allowed  to  mimster  at  aU,  for  fear  <^  ocmtamiaating  the  immacnkla 
nortii  by  their  ministry  as  Methodista  among  the  defilements  of  the  south.  And 
next,  (and  by  the  easiest  gradation,)  oar  people  may  be  told  that  oommunicaiiU  at 
llie  south  may  not  be  commuuicanta  at  die  north,  and  cannot  be  received  aa  auch. 

It  haa  been  said  that  the  coolae  of  aggresaicm  fium  the  begfianintf  has  been  fram 
the  south  toward  die  north,  and  not  from  the  north  toward  the  sdutk 

(Dr.  Durbm  interposed :  *'  Dr.  Capers  misapprehends  me.  I  said  tlie  comae  of 
eonoeBBion,-^ot  aggression,— had  been  fiem  the  north  to  the  aoath,  and  not  tmm 
te  south  to  the  noi^.") 

Dr.  C.  lunderstood  the  idea  to  be,  that  m  tixe conflict  on  the  aul^taf  akvetTr 
the  north  has  been  giving  up  to  the  soudi,^and  the  south  encroaehin^  on  the  aorlh. 

(Dp.  D.    ''My  words  were,  that  the  hikory  of  ^eleeisktionwae  at 


I 


Wssion  from  the  north  to  the  south.    Thatwas  aU  I  si£,andall  Iwiahadtosay.'*) 
fh*.C.    I  am  glad  «»  take  the  espraasion  in  the  mOdeat  fonob    Andinwhatf 
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Imt0  to  aiifwflr,  I  must  bog  indnlgenoe  wUb-uMpect  to  datet.    I  wil  t 
brodier  to  snpply  the  date  for  anj  fact  that  I  may  mention. 

This  being  a  quBBtian,  then,  or  north  and  wmth,  we  mast  6nt  settle  what  the 
terms  mean.  What  is  north  and  what  is  south  in  this  eontto^eny  t  I  now  unde»- 
atand  my  brotiier  to  have  said  that  the  course  of  concession  hat  been  fi^mthenordi 
to  the  soath ;  and  I  think  he  also  said,  that  these  ooncessionfr hare  been  made  whzl» 
the  power  in  the  Cbnioh  was  passing  from  the  slavdiolding  to  the  non-sbveholding 
states.  He  oarried  his  dates  back  to  the  beginnmg-,  and  gave  us  north  and  soam 
as  hr  back  as  1784.  But  what  region  was  north,  and  what  south,  at  that  time  f 
Oar  brother  says  the  migorit^  was  south ;  and  where  was  the  south  in  which  that 
BMiiori^  dwelt  t  Was  it  in  toe  states  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  Alabama^ 
Georgia,  or  South  Carolina  7  Where  was  the  south  of  which  die  brother  speaks,  at 
the  date  he  givesf  A  few  years  Uter,  we  find  two  or  three  missionaries  sent  into 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  but  the  very  name  of  Methodism  had  not  reached 
there  in  1784.  Our  first  missionary  was  sent  into  Misaissipoi  fi[om  South  Cavolina 
in  1802,  and  into  Alabama  in  1808.  But  we  had  Maryland  and  Virginia  fer  the  south. 
Maryland  and  Virginia  2  What,  the  very  centra  ofthe  system  south  t  AndifMarylanft 
and  Virginia  wero  the  south,  where  was  the  north  T  Was  New-York  fhenorth  t  Whaty 
a  slave  state  north  7  As  for  New-England,  the  bright  morning  of  her  birth  had  not  yet 
dawned.  There  were  no  Methodists  there.  Is  it  not  plain  then,  ^t  our  brother 
found  the  power  of  the  muority  of  the  Church  to  have  been  in  the  south  befiana 
there  was  any  south  7  and  the  north  to  have  conceded  to  the  south  before  therawas 
eithsr  north  or  south  Y  What  omusessions  had  one  slaveholdina  state  to  make  to 
another  slaveholding  state  7  Did  ever  Virginia  ask  concessions  oi  Carolina,  or  Cara* 
lina  of  Virainia  f  It  is  contrary  to  the  natuce  of  the  case  that  they  should.  And 
until  New*York  became  a  free  state,  what  conoesaioos  had  she  to  make  to  Mary- 
land or  Virginia  f  No,  sir,  this  question  of  north  and  south  belonged  not  to  dioae 
days  \  and  toe  '*  legislation  "  (as  my  brother  calls  it)  of  those  times,  and  tunes  still 


later,  fwfaedier  wise  or  unwise,)  is  to  accounted  for  on  very  different  grounds  firam 
what  ne  hss  supposed.  In  those  times,  slavery  existed  bv  aeneral  consent,  and 
even  the  atrocnus  slav»4rade  was  oarried  on  both  by  men  of  old  En^and  and  New- 


BSngland.  There  was  do  jealousy  in  the  state  legisUitures  of  any  interference  of  .a 
huraul  or  insurrecdonary  tendency  f  and  it  was  not  deemed  necessaiy  to  enact  laws  « 
to  limit  the  right  or  privilege  of  the  master  to  manumit  his  slaves  at  vrilL  Jn  these 
oiroumstances  our  rules  about  slavery  were  commenced.  Bales,  of  the  character 
or  tendency  oi  which  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  speak ;  but  which,  whether  good  or 
bad,  lax  or  severe,  were  not  begun,  or,  for  many  years,  continued  in  a  strug^ 
between  south  and  north,  slave  states  aiul  free,  but  out  of  a  common  benevdenoe, 
in  atates  similarly  circumstanced,  and  without  contravention  of  the  laws,  i  cannot 
give  date  for  the  rise  of  our  question  of  north  and  south,  but  I  will  say  again,  that 
n  must  date  later  than  the  time  when  the  northern  sUveholding  states  vrare  grad- 
ually and  profitably  disposing  of  their  slaves ;  and  the  southern  slaveholding  statea^ 
not  yet  apprehensive  of  the  an^sgonist  interests  that  were  to  arise  between  northoKD 
hee  states  and  southern  slave  states,  vrere  comparatively  indifibrent  about  the  coarM 
of  things.  The  action  of  the  Church  waa  not  a  southern  or  a  northern  action,  bat 
each  as  was  deemed  adnusaible  in  the  state  of  the  lavrs  where  the  Church  existed. 
It  has  been  urged  that  Mr  Wesley  was  an  abditionist. 

(Dr.  Dnrbin :  "  I  take  the  liberty  to  say  that  I  naver  said  diat  of  Mr.  Wesley.") 
Dr.  Capers.  I  presume  you  would  not;  and  I  do  not  think  any  one  ooal^  en 
mature  refleetiou.  Mr.  Wesley  wrote  strong  things  against  slavery.  But  he  wvote 
•qnally  strong  things  aaainst  repablioanism  and  the  revolutioD.  And  yet,  whan 
tnese  United  States  hau  achieved  their  independence,  who  acted  more  kindly,  or  * 
taaght  mora  loyal  lessons  toward  our  govennnent  than  Mr.  Wesley.  And  I  must 
aay  here,  that  I  am  in  possession  of  a  piece  of  information  about  his  anti-slavaiy 
imnciples,  which  perhaps  other  brethren  do  Yiot  possess.  The  gentleman  aoefr- 
tioued  yesterday  by  Dr.  Duibm,  (I  mean  Mr.  Hammett,)  was,  for  some  time, 
my  schoohnaster.  My  fether  was  one  of  his  first  and  finaeat  fneods  and  patrons, 
•nl  a  leading  member  of  his  society,  first  in  Cbariestam  and  afterward  ia  Geetga- 
town,  whers,  for  a  while,  I  was  his  pnpiL  Owing  to  this,  I  suppose,  at  die  dam 
of  his  onlv  son,  not  many  years  ago,  I  was  given  his  correnwndence  with  Mr. 
ilVesiey,  diffing  his  reaidenoe  as  a  Wesleyan  missiooaiy  in  the  West  ladies,  and 
afterward  in  Charleston,  till  Mr.  Wesley's  death.  The  hand-writing  of  Mv. 
Westey  is  unquestionable,  and  I  state  on  the  authority  of  this  aorrespaadenoe,  that 
Mr.  Weday  gave  Mr.  Hanimatt  his  daaided  ooantananoa  and  blasshag  wUla.  ha 
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then,  Mr.  Hammett  fonned  a  rdigioiu  Bociety^  in  the  tenth  proper,  and  in  &e  Mmtk 
flKchuhrelT,  with  Mr.  Wesley's  sanction,  and  for  the  avowed  poraoee  of  being 
nore  Weiue3ran  than  what  w«b  called  Mr.  Asbmy's  Connectian  waa  Uiooght  to  be  ; 
and  what  rnle  did  he  adopt  cm  slaveryY  Why  no  mle  at  aD.  My  infonnation  it 
completely  sstifliiictory  to  my  own  mind,  on  tfaia  point}  and  I  say,  on  the  an^ioriiy 
of  that  oonrespqpidence,  and  the  testimony  of  my  hononred  fitfher, .  who  lived  tift 
after  I  was  myself  a  minister,  that  when  Mr.  Hammett^  with  Mr.  Wesley 's  sanctjiiiy 
raised  societies  in  Soath  Carolina,  neither  did  Mr.  Hammett  enjoin  on  thoae  aocietiei 
any  role  req>ectmg  slavery,  neither  did  Mr.  Wealey  direct  or  adviM  any  snch  rale. 


And  wby  not  ?  Can  any  one  be  at  a  loss  to  accoont  for  it  t  The  reason  plainlr 
waa  the  same  which  prevented  Mr#  Wesley,  and  after  him  the  Wesleyan  Knglish 
Conferance,  finom  ever  eigoinin^  any  rale  respecting  slavery  for  die  missions  in  the 
West  indies,  except  that  the  missioBaries  should  wholly  rdrain  from  intermeddling 
with  the  sabject.  The  reaaon  ii  foond  in  die  loyalty  of  Methodism  and  religion ;  a 
principle  which  no  man  knew  better  how  to  appreciaie  than  Mr.  Wesley.  He 
Knew  not  bow  to  make  rales  against  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  no  example  can  be 
addncedin  the  history  of  Biitisfa  Methodism  of  disciplinary  roles,  on  the  sol:gectof 
alaveiy,  for  any  conntry,  in  advance  of  the  civil  law.  This  is  the  groond  on  which 
die  south  now  stands ;  and  will  the  north  take  opposite  ground  T  If  they  do,  they 
may  neither  plead  the  anthority  of  Mr.  Wesley,  the  British  Connection,  or  Mr* 
AsDmy  ibr  it  For  myself^  I  must  utterly  abjure  all  right  or  pietensioa  on  the  part 
of  the  Church  to  inteilere  with  the  state.  Neither  can  I  put  myaeli^  neither  can  I 
anffermyaelf  to  be  put,  in  contact  with,  the  law  of  die  land.        « 

I  was  glad  to  hear  my  brother  say  for  the  north,  that  they  have  no  intention  to 
contravene  the  laws  in  our  soudiera  stales.  I  thank  him  for  saying  so,  and  I  a4)tu« 
ifaem  not  to  attempt  to  do  that  thing.  I  was  glad  to  bear  himsay,  also,  thatin  die 
i»se  of  the  appeal  of  Harding,  diere  was  not  a  brother  who  voted  to  austam  the 
action  of  tbe  Bdtimore  Conference^  who  did  not  do  so  under  a  fiill  persaanon  that 
he  could  have  emancipated  the  slaves  lawfully  if  he  would.  (Thougb  I  oonfesa  I 
cannot  but  fear  that  popular  opinion  was  too  much  honoured  in  that  matto:.)  But 
this  question  of  nortli  and  south,  as  it  nresenta  itself  in  the  case  bdbre  us,  appean 
'to  me  to  involve  the  Church  in  a  pecmiar  wav.  In  a  case  like  that  of  Harainc, 
he  and  his  triers,  for  all  I  know,  may  have  belonged  to  the  state  of  Maryland, 
whose  laws  were  concerned,  and  may  all  have  been  reached  by  the  ofl&oevs  of  the 
law  if  they  were  deemed  to  be  offenders.  But  in  the  case  oi  Bishop  Andrew,  a 
citiaen  of  the  state  of  Georgia,  whose  laws  are  displeasing,  say,  to  the  people  of 
New»Hampshire  or  the  nonh,  is  arrested  by  a  General  Conference  composed  (for 
two^hirds  of  it)  of  northera  men,  on  an  allegation  that  he,  the  citizen  of  Geoigia, 
eoiribrms  himself  to  the  laws  and  institutions  of  Georgia  a|»inst  the  pr^udioes  of 
the  northern  people ;  and  for  this  it  is  proposed  to  suspend  )iim.  It  is  as  though 
you  had  reached  rarth  a  long  arm  finom  New-Hampshire  to  Georgia,  to  brina  a  citizen 
of  the  latter  state  to  be  punished  by  the  prejudices  of  the  former,  for  bis  lovalty  to 
die  state  to  -vdiich  he  belangs.  Buch  a  proceeding  cannot  be  right;  and  yet  (I 
i«i>eat)it  appean  to  me  thj^  the  present  is  very  like  such  a  proceedjng.  If  our 
ecdeanstical  juiisdf    '  .     ^    .     ...  «   «  .1  .  .* 


I  extends  to  dtizens  of  all  the  stales,  it  must  resoect  the 

laws  of  all  alike,  and  oppose  itaelf  to  none.  What  should  it  avail,  to  admit  the 
obligation  of  inferior  officers  sod  judicatures  of  the  Church,— snch  as  deacom  and 
«lders,  and  quarterly  and  annual  conferences,— to  respect  the  laws  of  their  several 
states,  while  your  highest  officers  and  supreme  Hidicattue,---your  bisbops  and  Gen- 
ital Conference,^sho(dd  be  withheld  from  their  control,  or  even  be  allowed  to 
censure  and  oppose  them  acoordmg  to  your  prejudices.  Patriotism  and  religion 
both  require  that  we  should  bow  to  die  supramacy  of  tbe  laws ;  and  to  the  aupre- 
-WMGj  of  the  lawsof  all  the  states  alike.  Those  of  die  north,  acting  in  thisGeneial 
Conference  for  the  whole  Church;  in  all  die  states,  have  no  more  ri^^  to  ran 
oonnter  to  the  eenstitntion  and  laws  of  the  state  of  Geoig;ia,  than  we  of  the 
south  should  have  to  Oj^pose  the  lavrs  of  any  of  the  northern  states.  And  can  it 
have  come  to  siush  a  pass  withus,  that  one  is  of  the  south  because  he  respects  die 
•laws  and  oonstitntions  of  sonthera  states,  and  another  is  of  the  north  because  he 
respects  them  not  f  South  or  north,  the  authority  of  the  laws  is  the  same,  and  the 
obfigalaoDB  of  the  Christian  dtizen  to  obocwe  the  laws  must  be  acknowledged  the 

'  It  has  been  urged  that  a  bishop  is  only  an  officer  of  the  General  Conferenoe; 
and  dml  his  eleetifln,  and  not  his  oonsecratkm,  gives  him  his  aodiori^  as  bishop. 
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And  to  prav«  tfak  pontfion,  my  respected  brother  (Dr.  Du/^rn)  refened  fer  tesli- ' 
monf  tD  Dr.  Coke,  Mr.  ABbuiy,  and  Mr.  Dickens.  But  I  ooaU  not  bat  tfaink  there 
was  one  small  paitiealar  wanting  in  the  testimony,  the  lack  of  which  spoiled  k 
altoge^er  {nr  the  use  intended.  The  references  of  my  brother  were  full  enoarii^ 
«nd  to  the  point,  if  he  had  only  meant  to  prove  that  a  bishop  is  amenable  to  tlie 
Oeneral  Conference,  and  that  tlie  General  Conference  has  ftill  power  to  pnt  Idm  out 
of  office.  But  to  reduce  a  bishop  to  a  mere  General  Conference  officer,  it  was 
necessary  to  prove  that  tiiat  body  bad  a  right  to  cUaplaoe  him  at  will,  with  or  with- 
out some  crime  alleged.  And  for  this,  his  authorities  were  lackinjgf.  No  authority 
of  Mr.  Aabuiy,  Dr.  Coke,  Mr.  Dickens,  or  anybody  eke— before  this  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew  caused  it  to  be  asserted  on  this  flooi>-*can  be  adduced  for  any  such  doc- 
trine. If  a  biahop  is  no  more  than  an  officer  of  the  General  Conference,  wherefore 
is  he  consecrated  t  Shall  we.be  told  also  that  elders  and  deacons  are  only  officers 
of  the  annual  conferences  ?  What  would  be  thought  of  a  bishop  by  election,  who^ 
without  consecration,  should  assume  the  functions  of  the  episcopacy  as  if  he  had 
been  ordained?  Who  could  consent  to  such  a  usurpation?  A  bishop  an  officer 
of  the  General  Conference  only !  And  is  it  in  such  a  capacity  that  he  ordains  and 
stations  the  preachers  at  the  annual  conferences  ?  An  oflicer  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence only !  Then  were  it  both  untrue  and  blasphemous  to  invest  him  with  tlie 
•office,  with  those  holy  words  of  the  consecration  service,  "  Beoeive  the  Holy  Ghost 
for  the  office  and  work  of  a  bishop  in  the  Church  of  God,  now  comniitted  to  thee 
by  the  imposition  of  our  hands,  m  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Bon,  and 
of.  the  Holy  Ghost'*  But  we  are  assured  that  a  bishop  must  be  considered  as  no 
more  than  an  officer  of  the  General  Conference,  or  else  we  shall  incur  the  imputa^ 
tion  of  Puseyism.  And  in  a  desperate  effint  to  folfil  our  purposes  on  Bishop  Andrew, 
ahall  we  stnp  the  Church  of  eveiythin^  sacred,  and  reduce  it  to  the  level  of  a  mera 
human  association  ?  Is  there  no  position  for  the  Church  above  that  of  a  Fx«e 
Mason's  lodge,  unless  we  hoist  it  on  the  stilts  of  the  High-Church  conceit,  to  tiie 
pitch  of  Puseyism  ? 

Much  has  been  said,  in  this  debate,  about  the  constitution,  as  atftfaorizing  tito 
measure  which  bretlnen  propose  to  take  with  respect  to  Bishop  Andrew ;  and  I 
must  beg  to  call  attention  to  what  appears  to  me  the  true  ground  witii  respect  to 
that  question.  I  am  opposed  to  this  measure  in  every  aspect  of  it ;  and  for  many 
veasons ;  but  its  unoonatitntionality  forms,  to  my  mind,  its  chief  oljection. 

But  what  is  the  constitution  ?  imd  how  should  we  interpret  it  t 

It  is  either  the  supreme  disciplinary  law  of  the  whole  Church ;  or  it  is  that  law 
of  the  Church  by  which  the  governing  power  is  limited.  In  the  first  sense,  it  if 
the  imbodiment  of  those  principles  which  are  deemed  fundamental  to  the  grett 
object  for  which  the  Churcn,  as  a  Christian  communi^,  was  constituted.  And  in 
the  second  sense,  it  is  that  application  of  these  principles  to  the  ^venting  power 
(the  General  Conference  in  the  present  instance)  which  confines  its  action  within 
the  limits  necessary  to  promote,  and  not  hinder,  the  attainment  of  that  same  great 
object  And  the  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  m  either  fespect,  should  always 
be  such  as  oonforms  to  the  grand  ohject  of  the  Church's  organisation.  This  object 
is  declared  to  be  '*  the  spreading  of  Seripeural  koUnett  over  tkeee  lands  f**  HJid 
whatever  militates  against  this  object  must,  therefore,  be  contraiy  to  the  constitn* 
tion.  As  it  respecti  the  Church  at  large,  tiie  constitution  is  contained  in  the  Arti* 
dies  of  Relipon,  and  tiie  Genersl  Rules :  as  it  ap^ies  to  the  Genenl  Conference, 
Ihe  Restrictive  Rules  are  techmcally  the  constitution.  Now  whatever  else  may  be 
aaid  about  this  constitution,  it  will  not  be  denied  that. 

It  must  be  Christiam :  agreeing  with  the  principles  of  the  Old  and  New  Testis 
nent 

It  must  be  Protestant:  maintaining  the  Holy  ScriptorBs  as  the  only  rule  of  fhith 
and  practice. 

And  it  nmst  be  consistent  with  the  great  object  for  which  we  have  all  along  stead- 
featly  held  ittobe  our  belief  thatGod  has  raised  us  up.  It  must  consist  with  our  call- 
ing of  God,  *'  to  spread  Scripture  holiness  over  these  lands." 

But  in  all  these  respects,  I  must  call  in  question  the  constitntionality  of  th» 
Measure  before  us.  Bianop  Andrew  is  to  be  required  to  emancipate  certain  negroes  f 
■nd'to  remove  them  from  Georgia  to  some  free  state  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  do 
so.  This  is  not  affirmed  in  so  many  wotds  in  the  resolution  on  your  table,  but  it  ii 
the*deed  which  that  resolution  seeks  to  effect ;  the  only  contingency  known  in  the 
resolution  being  the  emancipation  of  tiie  negroes,  which  can  be  effected  in  no  other 
way  bat  by  their  removal.    No  question  is  aaked,  ibt  oare  taken,  as  to  the  age  and 


Infinmlieft  of  ttiy  of  iSbme  negroes^  wbom  ha  » tbni  to  laike  nto  •  0tnaige  Imlani 
diniate  for  emaacipatkni ;  nor  what  may  be  the  wants  of  childhood  among  dism ; 
mor  what  ties  of  kindred  are  to  be  lOBcl^red ;  but  the  deed  mnst  be  done,  and  he 
mQgt  make  haute  to  do  it,  for  nothing  else  can  restore  him  to  his  fcmctioDS  as  abishop. 
Now  this  is  nnconstitntianal,  for  it  is  nnohristian.  Whateyer  odinm  may  attach  to 
slavery,  many  a  slave  would  corse  yoa  for  freedom  thns  procnred ;  and  Bishop 
Andrew  asa  Christian  man,  not  to  say  a  Christian  bishop,  mignt  not  dare  to  sin  against 
the  law  of  love,  in  the  way  yon  woold  require. 

And  it  is  nnconstitatbuflX  because  it  is  not  Protestuit  Our  fiftti  article  says^ 
"  The  Holy  Sciiptares  contain  all  thinss  necessary  to  salvation :  so  that  whatsoever 
is  not  read  therem,  nor  may  be  (Rvvea  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any  maB, 
that  it  diould  be  beUoved  as  an  article  of  fiuth,  or  be  thought  requisite  or  neoessaij 
to  salvation."  And  the  twenty-third  article  says,  ^  The  president,  the  congress,  the 
general  assemblies,  the  Mvemors,  and  the  oounoils  of  statef  as  the  delegates  of  the 
pedple,  are  the  rulers  of  the  United  States  of  America,  according  to  the  diviaioiiof 
power  made  to  them  bf  the  eoHttUuHon  of  the  UmUd  8tate»,  avd  bt  thb  oovbti- 
TVTiovs  OF  TBUK  REsMCTiVB  sTATxs."  Now,  there  is  no  ingunetiott  of  the  Hoiy 
Scriptures  more  positive  than  that  which  respects  submission  to  the  dvQ  power; 
this  power  is  recognized  in  our  twexity-third  article  as  existing  in  the  eeneiafsasem 
blieS)  &o.,  according  to  the  oonstitutionB  of  the  resj^ective  states ;  ana  yet  the  res^ 
Intion  before  us  sets  aside  the  injunction  of  the  Scnptnres,  and  the  authority  of  the 
oonstitutLoQ  and  laws  of  Georgia,  and  makes  your  inse  dixit,  uttered  by  the  farce 
of  .northern  prejudices,  the  supreme  rule  for  the  bishop's  conduct;— «  rule  which 
he  must  observe  with  or  without  his  conscience,  and  for  or  agaioBt  humanity  and 
relinon,  or  be  laid  aside  from  the  holy  duties  of  his  sacred  office,  because  von  ailN 
tramy  demand  it  from  '^our  chair  of  ecclesiastical  supremacy.  I  my  this  is  not 
Frotestsnt ;  and  that  it  is  unconstitutional  because  it  is  contrary  to  Protestantism. 

And  it  is  unconstitntiooal,  yet  again,  because  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  great 
object  for  which  the  Church  has  been  constituted,  as  it  must  impede  and  hinder  the 
4iourBe  of  our  ministry  in  many  of  the  states,  anl  debar  our  access  altogether  to 
large  portions  of  the  coloured  population. 

I  beseech  brethren  to  allow  due  weight  to  the  considerations  which  have  been 
so  kindly  and  ably  urged  by  others  on  tnis  branch  of  the  subject.  I  oontemplato 
it,  I  comess,  with  a  bleeding  heart.  Never,  never  have  I  sanered  as  in  view  of 
the  evil  which  this  measure  threatens  against  the  south.  The  agittfioii  has  already 
begun  &ere;  and  I  tell  you  that  though  our  hearts  were  to  be  torn  out  of  our  bodies. 
It  could  avail  notlung,  when  once  you  have  awakened  the  feeling  that  we  cannot 
be  trusted  among  the  slaves.  Odce  you  have  done  tiiis  thing,  you  have  eifectuaOj 
destroyed  us.  I  could  wish  to  die  sooner  than  live  to  see  sucn  a  day.  As  sure  aa 
you  livq,  brethren,  there  are-tens  of  thousands,  nay  hundreds  of  thousands,  whoae 
destiny  may  be  periled  by  your  decision  on  this  case.  When  we  tell  you  that  we 
,-  —  i.„j__j  .1. J  _i • '   -  -  IT  field,  we  only  announce  the 


jreach  to  a  hnaidred  thousand  slaves  in  our  missionaiy  fi<  , 
beginning  of  our  work,— the  beginmng  openings  of  the  door  of  access  to  the  most 
numerous  masses  of  slaves  in  the  south.  When  weadd,  that  there  are  two  hundred 
thousand  now  within  our  reach  who  have  no  Go^mI  unless  we  give  it  to  them,  it  is 
still  but  the  same  announcement  of  the  beginnings  of  the  opening  efdiat  wide  and 
^ectual  door,  which  was  so  long  dosed,  and  so  lately  has  oegua  to  be  opened,  far 
the  preaching  of  the  Gospel,  b^  our  ministiy,  to  a  numerous  and  destitute  portion 
of  the  people.  O,  close  not  this  door !  Shut  us  not  ou^from  Una  great  wink,  to 
which  we  have  been  so  signally  called  of  God.  Consider  our  position.  I  pray  too, 
I  beseech  you  bv  every  sacred  oonsideration»  pause  in  this  matter.  Do  not  talk  about 
concessions  to  the  south.  We  ask  for  no  concessions, — ^no  compromises.  Do  widi 
US  as  you  please,  but  i^are  the  souls  for  whom  Jesus  died«  IT  you  deem  our  tnls 
too  light,  and  that  after  all,  there  is  more  of  rhetoric  than  cross-bearing  in  car 
Uboarsi  come  down  and  take  a  part  with  us.  Let  this  be  the  compromise,  if  we 
have  any.  I  oould  almost  promise  my  vote  to  make  the  elder  a  bishop  who  should 
give  such  a  proof  as  this  of  his  devotion  to,— I  will  not  say  ^e  emancipation  of  tlw 
negro  race,  but  what  is  better,— what  is  more  constitutkinal  and  more  Chribtiaa,— 
the  salvation  of  the  souls  of  the  negroes  on  our  great  southern  plantations.  Conoas> 
sions !  We  ask  for  none.  So  for  from  it,  we  are  ready  to  make  any  in  our  power 
to  you.  We  come  to  you  not  far  ounelves,  but  for  penshing  souls;  and  we  entreat 
you,  for  Christ's  sake,  not  to  take  away  frcnn  them  the  bread  of  life  which  we'sre 
mat  now  beginning  to  carry  them.  We  beg  for  thi»-^I  must  repeat  it— with  blped> 
Vghaarts,    Yesy  I  feel  intensely,  en  this  subject.    The  stone  efatomUing  ad  radt 
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if  offeafia^of  fbranrtkiieti  wfaea.CkiorgeIH»igberty,  a  aootliehi  inaBy  and  a  soutluftB 
mioifter,  aad  one  of  "die  widest  and  b«6t  that  eyer  graced  otir  immstoy,  was  dragged 
to  thfljpamp  in  Ckarletton,  and  his  life  resoued  by  a  sword  in  a  woman's  ha^,— 
^  OTOnoe  of  the  anti-slavery  measures  of  that  day  has  but  lately  begun  to  subside. 
I  cannot,  I  say,  forget  paat  times,  and  the  evil  of  mem,  when  in  those  parts  of  my 
own  state  of  South  Carolina,  where  slaves  are  most  nomerous,  there  was  little  mora  , 
charity  £dr  Methodist  preachers  than  if  they  had  been  Mormons,  and  their  access  to  I 
tile  negroes  was  looked  uj^n  as  dangerous  to  the  public  peace.  Brine  not  baok  { 
apon  us  the  evil  of  thoee  bitter  days.  I  cannot  foreet  how  I  felt  when,  mirty-threo 
years  ago,  Biddlespurger^  who  kept  a  shop  and  sola  mm  and  calico  on  the  Dorchel^ 
tor  road  some  twelve  miles  from  Charleston,  asked  us  to  preach  at  his  house,  and 
told  us  of  hundreds  of  negroes  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  had  never  heard  preach- 
Ing,  who  would  come  to  near.  •  And  thoueh  he  was  a  rum-seller,  and  I  suspected 
Itts  object,— and  hateful  as  it  seemed,  to  be  associated  with  one  whose  businesa 
was  a  nnisanoe  to  the  neighbourhood^— the  man  of  rum, — to  Riddlespurger's  I  wenL 
and  preached  to  the  negroes  at  the  risk  of  the  duck-pond,  where  it  was  threatenea 
to  bato  my  zeal,  till,  finding  that  the  preaching  sold  nQ  more  grog,  or  possibly  being 
•cared,  the  poor  num  begged  us  to  desist  from  coming  to  preach ; — when  my  vene^• 
able  colleague  on  this  floor,  (Mr.  Dunwody,)  left  the  ci^  in  the  afternoon  to  go  a 
distance  in  another  direction,  to  meet  an  assembly  of  .negroes  lato  at  night,  by  the 
light  of  the  moon,  on  the  side  of  a  swamp,  to  preach  and  administer  the  sacraments 
in  the  wild  woods,  as  if  it  had  been  a  ^mng  the  daylight  mi^  not  look  upon,  or 
Christian  people  ooontonance  at  their  dwellings.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  think  he  was  at  il 
jdl  night  there  in  the  woods,  in  the  season  and  region  of  pestilence,  and  baptized 
and  administered  the  holy  eucharist  to  some  three  hundred  persons. 

Am  I  not  correct  7  (Turning  to  Mr.  Dunwody,)  Did  you  not  baptize  three  hui^ 
dred? 

(Mr.  Dunwody:  ''I  don't  remember  how  many,  but  there  were  a  great  many.") 

I  said,  sir,  that  we  aak  for  no  concessions.  We  ask  notiiing  for  ooraelves.  We 
fear  noUiing  for  ourselves.  But  we  ask,  and  we  demand,  that  you  embarrass  not 
the  Gospel  by  the  measure  now  proposed.  Throw  us  back,  if  you  will«  to  those  evil 
times.  But  we  demand  that  when  you  shall  have  cansed  us  to  be  esteemed  a  sort 
4ji  land  piraites,  and  we  have  to  preach  apin  at  such  places  as  RiddXespurger's  amid 
Santoule  swamp,  you  see  to  it  that  we  nnd  there  the  soids  who  are  na^  confided 
to  our  care  as  pasters  of  die  flock  of  Christ.  Yes,  throw  us  back  again  to  those 
«.vii  times ;  but  see  that  you  make  them  evil  to  none  but  ouraelves.  Throw  us  backf 
but  make  it  possible  for  us  to  fulfil  our  calling;  and  by  the  grace  of  God  we  vriU 
endure  and  overcome,  and  still  ask  no  concessions  oryoa.  But  if  yon  cannot  do  this ; 
if  you  cannot  vex  us  without  scattering  the  sheep,  and  making  them  a  prey  to  the  wolf 
en  hell,  then  do  we  sternly  forbid  the  deed.  You  may  not,  and  you  due  not  do  it» 
I  say  affaiu,  if  by  this  measure  the  evil  to  be  done  were  only  to  involve  the  minj*- 
try,  witnout  harm  or  peril  to  the  souls  we  serve,  we  might  bow  to  the  stroke  with-, 
out  despair,  if  not  in  submissive  «Qence.  We  tuiow  tiM  woik  aa  a  cross-bearinff 
service ;  and  as  such  we  love  to  accomplish  it.  It  pleased  God  to  take  the  life  of 
the  first  missionary  sent  to  the  negroes,  but  his  successor  vras  instanUy  at  hand* 
And  in  the  name  (^the  men  who  are  now  in  the  work,  or  ready  to  enter  it,  I  nled^ 
lor  a  brave  and  unflinching  perseverance.  Thisisnotbra^ifardism.  No,iti8anhoneat 
expression  of  a  most  honest  feeling.  Life  or  death,  we  wuT never  desert  that  Christiaa 
work  to  which  we  know  that  God  haa  called  ua.  We  ask  to  be^spared  no  trial;* 
but  that  the  way  of  trials  may  be  kept  open  for  us.  We  ask  to  be  spued  no  labour  r 
bttt  that  ^e  may  be  permitted  to  labour  on,  and  still  more  abundandy.  Add,  if  you 
please,  to  the  amount  of  our  toils.  File  labour  on  labour  more  and  more.  Deniand 
of  us  still  more  brick ;  or  even  the  full  tale  of  brick  without  straw  or  stubbie ;  but 
cut  us  not  off  from  the  clay  also.  Cut  us  not  off  from  access  to  the  slaves  ol 
the  south,  when  (to  say  nothing  of  "concessions  to  dlie  south'*)  yon  shall  have 
finished  the  measure  of  your  demands  for  the  north. 

Dr.  George  Peck  said  he  had  listened  to  the  discussion  with  the  same  painfol 
anxiety  vrith  which  he  presumed  every  member  of  like  body  and  tiie  spectators  had 
listened  to  it.  His  attention  had  been  so  absorbed — ^his  feelinirs  00  interested  that 
lie  felt  himself  at  the  present  moment  physically  unqualified  to  discharge  the  duties 
4^f  wading  through  the  course  of  argument  which  he  should  be  compelled  to  pi«» 
aecute,  as  well  as  meet,  should  he  enter  upcm  the  di^ussion  at  aH  He  had  a  coi^ 
viction  however— although  the  discussion  was  one  of  deep  interest  to  the  conf^iv 
eof^e  and  to  the  Cfaarcb---although  it  waa  <«  a  subject  of  vast  impodanoe  and  ona 
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winoh  duRildiiothaitSlTbe  decided  iqMni—»  nntterwbii^wtiiddpfobdfatydia^ 
■liter  it  conseqenoes  whicti  would  be  seen  end  felt  by  the  Choroh  and  the  world 
far  etiffht  he  knew  down  to  the  end  of  time— yet  flo  much  time  had  been  ipe&t  on 
ifae  saDJecti  bo  much  had  been  said  pro  and  eon,  said  ably,  said  to  the  purpose,  Baid« 
he  was  happy  to  state,  in  good  Christian  temper,  in  all  meekness  and  loudness,  in 
an  simplicity  and  godly  sincerity,  vad  honesty  becidet— «nd  they  were  now  veignig 
so  near  to  the  point  of  time  wlien  the  conference  must  acyoom,  and  so  Inach  was 
Tet  to  be  done,  that  he  conceived  that  the  continuance  of  the  discusrioa  much 
farther  would  be  ^  pos^e  evil  on  the  whole.  Good  might  result  from  the 
remarks  of  the  brethren  if  they  were  protracted,  but  he  saw  no  pro^)ect  of  a  teiw 
mination  to  this  discussion.  If  the  discussion  were  Id  be  cimtinued,  merely  far  the 
•  purpose  of  giving  all  bredu-en  who  felt  an  interest  in  the  matter  an  opportunity  to 
npeak  to  tins  comerence,  to  the  Chureh,  and  to  their  friends  at  home,  he  would 
deem  it  the  solemn  duty  <of  this  conference  to  come  to  a  point,  and  he  could  not 
mke  iipon  himself  the  responsibility  of  protracting  the  debato  longer.  He  would 
advertize  the  conference  that  if  he  shonld  enter  the  argument  he  would  probably 
•peak  out  the  session,  apd  perhaps  longer,  if  permitted.  Views  were  restmc  upon 
tne  speaker's  mind  which  ne  could  not  soon  pass  off.  With  these  remarks  he  felt 
disposed  to  leave  the  matter  with  the  conference  to  say  whether  this  disonssion 
should  end  there  or  go  on.  If  the  conference  decided  to  continue  the  discnssioa, 
he  hoped  for  the  pii^ege  of  q>eaking.  He  would  do  it  as  well  and  as  candidly 
as  he  could.  He  would  do  it  as  a  duty  wlfich  he  owed  to  God  and  to  the  Chureh, 
but  as  before  remarked,  he  had  a  conviction  that  the  discussion  bad  gone  on  far 
enouch.  He  heard,  as  well  as  felt,  a  desire  expressed  from  the  memben»  finom  di« 
people  from  without,  from  the  wise  and  good  of  all  classes,  that  this  diseussiott 
should  soon  come  to  a  tennination,  or  the  public  feeling  would  probably  become 
morbid.  With  these  views  he  would  pause. 
,  Mr.  Hobart  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taiken. 

T>T.  Peck  was  ready  to  resign  th%  floor  if  the  oonference  saw  fit  to  osder  tiie 
previous  question. 

Bisht^  Andrew  begged  diat  the  question  might  be  taken.  He  was  as  much 
ibtorested  as  any  one  else,  and  wished  the  thing  decided. 

Mr.  Collins  said,  if  ibis  question  were  forced  upon  the  Gonfereoce«  it  wocdd  cot 
off  ever^jr  effort  to  make  a  compromise. 

It  having  been  determined  that  die  question,  "  Shall  the  main  questioiL  be  now 
pntl"  shoukl  be  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  the  conference  proceeded  to  roUe,  and 
ninety-eight  voted  in  the  affirmative  ana  eighty  in  the  negative.  As  the  inotiaii 
required  a  majority  of  two-thirds,  it  was  lost. 

Bishop  Heading  then  requested  diot  the  conference  might  not  sit  dus  aftennxm, 
in  order  that  the  superintendents  might  have  an  opportonity  to  oonsnh  together 
with  a  view  to  fixing  upon  a  compromise ;  and  he  requested  the  conference  to 
revive  the  committee  of  northern  and  southern  brethren,  dischazged  some  days 
shice,  that  they  might  meet  the  bishops  in  council  on  this  important  question. 
'  Dr.  Durbin  naSled  the  proposition  with  delight,  but  he  suggested  mat  it  would- 
be  better  in  the  cirenmstances  not  to  revive  the  committee.  Let  the  bishops  meet 
togetber-^Bishop  Andrew  as  well  as  the  rest'-<Hmd  let  them  invite  any  bretfapen  to 
meet  with  them  whom  they  pleased.  He  would  give  them  plenipotentiazy  povrers 
in  the  case.    This  suggestion  was  agreed  to. 

Dr.  Olin  then  moved  that  the  case  of  Bisl^op  Andrew  be  defevred  tiB  to«iofTOW 
morning.    Agreed  to. 

The  conference  then  took  up  a  report  from  the  committee  on  the  Book  Concent 
which  consmned  the  remainder  of  me  session. 

FRIDAY,  MAY  31. 
Bishop  Waugh  said  he  had  been  requested  to  read  to  dto  conterenoe  the  faJlow- 
ing  communication  relating  to  the  present  discussion  on  daveiy,  and  Basisop 
Andrew's  case. 

▲Donsss  or  the  bishops 
To  the  General  Conferenee  of  the  MeikodUt  Epkeopal  ChureJL 
Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren,— The  undersigned  respectfelly  and  affectionately  cBlat 
ie  your  calm  consideration  the  result  of  their  consultation  this  afternoon  in  regard  to 
^  unpleasant  and  very  delioate  question  which  has  been  so  long  and  so  earnesdy 
debated  before  your  body.  They  have,  with  the  liveliest  interest,  vratdied  die 
progress  of  the  discussion,  and  have  awaited  its  tennination  with  the  deepest  sdIs- 
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attodo.  Am  xhey  have  pond  over  Hoi  wabject  with  aiudoiiB  tbongbt,  hf  day  and 
by  oigfat^  tbey  have  been  more  and  more  hnpreflsed  with  the  diffienltiee  connected 
ttoKwidi,  and  the  disastioaa  results  which,  in  their  apprehension,  are  the  ahnaiC 
ineTitaUe  oonseqaenoes  of  present  aotion  on  the  ij^uestion  now  pending  before  you. 
To  the  ondeni^ped  it  is  {oily  appamnt  that  a  decision  thereon,  whether  affinnatively 
or  negativdy,  will  most  eztenavely  distorb  the  peace  and  harmony  of  that  widely* 
nxteaded  brotherhood  which  has  so  effiBCtiYely  operated  for  ^ood  in  the  United 
States  of  America  and  elsewhere  during  the  last  sixty  years,  m  the  developmeitt 
of  a  fVBtem  of  active  energy,  of  which  union  has  always  been  a  main  element. 
They  have,  with  deep  emotion,  inquired^  Can  anything  be  done  to  avoid  an  evil 
'  so  much  deprecated  by  every  friend  of  our  common  Methodism  t  Long  and  i 
anxiously  haye  they  waited  for  a  satzs&ctory  answer  to  this  inquiry,  but  they  have  ^ 
paused  in  vain.  At  this  painful  crisis  they  have  unanimously  concurred  in  the  pro- 
prie^  of  recommending  the  postponement  of  fiuther  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew  nntfl  the  ensiimg  Genezal  Conference.  It  does  not  enter  into  the  desijipi 
of  the  underaieDed  to  argicw  the  proinietjr  of  their  recommendation^  otherwise 
strong  and  valid  reasons  ipight  be  adduced  in  its  support.  '  They  cannot  but  think 
that  if  the  embfunassment  m  Bishop  Andrew  should  not  cease  before  that  time, 
the  next  General  Conference,  representing,  the  pastors,  ministen,  and  people  .of  the 
several  annual  conferences,  aker  all  the  focts  in  the  case  shall  have  passed  m  review 
before  them,  will  be  better  qualified  than  the  present  Qeneval  Conference  can  be 
to  adjudicate  the  case  wisely  and  discreetly.  Until  the  cessation  of  the  embanrass- 
ment,  or  the  expiration  of  the  interval  between  the  present  and  the  ensuing  Gen- 
eral Conference,  the  trndersisned  believe  that  such  a  division  of  the  woik  of  the 
gencansl  superintendenov  mignt  be  made  without  any  infractian  of  a  oonstitutional 
principle,  as  would  fully  employ  Bishop  Andrew  in  those  sections  of  the  Church 
m  which  his  presence  and  services  vi^oaJd  be  welcome  and  cordial.  If  the  course 
ponued  on  this  occasion  by  the  undersigned  be  deemed  a  novel  one,  they  persuade 
themselves  that  their  justification,  in  the  view  of  all  candid  and  peace-loving  per> 
sons,  will  be  found  in  their  strong  desire  to  prevent  disunion,  ana  to  promote  naiv 
mony  in  the  Church. 

Very  respectfoUy  and  affectionately  submitted, 

JosBVA  Souls, 
Elijah  Hxddiho, 
B.  Wauoh, 
T.  A.  MoBRis. 
Thurtdaf  trftemwrny  May  30,  1844. 

Mr.  Collins  moved  the  adoption  of  tlie  suggestion.  Mr.  Finley  and  Mr.  Bapet 
wished  time  to  think  about  it. 

Mr.  Mitchell  moved  that  &e  whole  subject  lie  cfn  the  table  for  one  day. 

Mr.  CoQins  accepted  the  amendment 

Mr.  Haven  coula  not  see  the  propriety  of  laying  it  on  the  table.  Every  mem* 
ber  had  made  up  his  mind  on  the  main  que&tion,  and  thb  course  was  only  post- 
poning an  evil  which  overhung  their  minds  and  interfered  with  their  deliberatioDak 

Dr.  Bangs  thought  it  had  better  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  nine,  or  three 
from  each  of  the  three  sections  of  the  oonfeience,  in  reiiNeBce  to  their  sentiments 
on  abwery. 

Mr.  Sheer  suggested  that  this  communioation  firom  the  episeopacy  vrras  from  the 
norths  south,  east»  and  west,  by  representation,  and  included  the  concentrated  vris* 
dom  of  the  episoopaoy,  and  he  thought  it  boUi  uncourteous  and  impolitic  to  refef 
it  aadn.    Let  it  be  postponed  until  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Hamline  thought  the  paper  had  better  be  referred  to  a  committee,  and  be 
reported  on  this  aftenioon. 

Mr.  Collins  opposed  a  committee,  and  urged  the  postponement  of  the  matter 
imtil  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  Crowder  ^proved  of  Mr.  CoQins's  motiaii,  only  he  vrished  it  had  been  to  the 
afternoon  instead.    The  paper  was  of  the  character  of  a  peace-making  proposition. 

Mr.  Winner  proposed  an  amendment,  that  the  subject  be  postponed  until  four 
o'dook.    Laid  on  die  table. 

Dr.  Bangs  urged  his  suggestion  as  to  the  committee. 

Dr.  (^in  said  the  &int  hopes  he  had  entertained  when  the  step  was  taken  which 
led  to  this  communication  were  well  mrh  blasted.  He  acknowledged  this  with 
deep  aod  heartfelt  Bflorow.    He  thought  the  beat  oonne  under  all  the  circomstaaoea 
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Bocatkni  was  entitled  to  the  most  nqpeotfol  and  serioos  i 
•Doe  to  a  committee  need  not  prevent,  and  he  hoped  it  wovld  not|  all  neoeawr 
convenation  among  the  delegate*  m  the  intenm,  or  interfere  with  the  free  and  fou 
diaciudon  of  the  matter  -between  the  yarioiis  deleaationi.  It  was  right  that  die 
eonfarence  ishoold  know  from  eveiy  member  what  he  thought  woold  be  the  elfeot 
of  adopting  the  saegestion,  in  that  portion  of  the  Chorch  when  he  laboored;  and 
bretfaran  ought  to  I^to  time  to  oonaider  and  conaolt  whether,  in  their  aober,  pw* 
eHbl  jodfiment,  they  thooght  the  proporition  was  so  saturfaetoiy  as  to  proTent  me 
great  eTiIi  that  threatened  them ;  whether  diej  thoo^t  it  too  weak  or  too  Strang, 
tor  the  purpose  it  contemplated,  and  whether  uey  thonght  it  only  a  postpanemenl ' 
of  an  e^  that  might  be  settled  at  once.  - 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  said  he  was  compelled  to  differ  from  most  of  his  brethren  as  to 
the  nature  of  this  document.  He  thonght  the  darkness  was  increased,  and  the 
conference  deeper  in  the  rniie  than  ever.  He  wished  and  was  resolved  to  abide 
by  the  main  question.  When^  the  bishops'  paper  vras  before  them  they  had  a 
definite  j>oint  under  consideration,  and  to  that  he  would  •  adhere  <  it  was  simply 
whether  they  should  frankly  confess  that  all  they  had  said  upon  the  subject  was 
an  error  and  premature,  eive  up  all  that  they  had  proposed  to  do,  and  leave  the 
thing  to  the  operation  of  time,  when  they  had  alreai^^  refused  to  do  so.  He 
would  stand  by  his  principles,  or  by  them  he  would  fall  in  the  dust 

Mr  Cartwright  made  some  remarks  in  fevour  of  a  postponement  of  further  dis* 
eussion  of  the  question,  under  present  circumstances. 

Mr.  Perkins  and  Mr.  Dow  each  opposed  the  reference  to  a  committee.  The 
latter  gentleman  said  New-Ebglimd  had  been  assailed,  and  her  delegates  Utfaerto 
bad  h^  no  opportunity  of  speaking  in  her  defence,  nor  indeed  to  die  main  ques- 
tion, which  they  ohdmed  a  ngfat  to  do. 

Dr.  Durbin  moved  to  take  up  the  order  of  die  day,  that  those  members  who 
wished  to  speak  might  have  the  opportonitv  of  doing  so.  They,  however,  dedined 
availing  themselves  of  the  opportunity  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  most  nnfawjur" 
able  period. 

The  communication  was  finallv  referred,  and  the  forther  debate  of  die  questioii 
postponed  until  the  committee  should  report 

Report  of  CommUUe  on  Book  Coneem,  on  reorganizing  ike  N.  Y.  Book  CownmiUee. 

Dr.  Bangs,---Must  oppose  the  adoption  of  this  par^  of  the  report,  as  it  affected  an 
entire  revolution  in  the  Book  Concern.  He  had  been  an  editor  many  yean»  and 
ahould  not  have  liked  to  have  his  advisers  taken  avray  from  him.  He  did  not 
know  whether  die  editors  had  recommended  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Bowen  would  state  the  reasons  that  had  resulted  in  reoommendink'  tfaia 
change.  The  Book  Committee  were  anxious  to  divide  the  responsibility  with  dm 
editors.  He  then  detailed  the  manner  in  which  books  were  prepared  for  pahli- 
oation  by  the  committee.  Tbey  had  no  disposition  to  complain  of  the  preaent 
Book  Committee ;  but  diey  thought  the  change  in  many  respects  desirable,  and 
it  would  still  leave  ^ve  out  of  toe  nine  members  of  the  committee  resident  oi 
dns  citv. 

Mr.  oandibrd  thought  it  ought  to  be  known  what  had  been  the  previoaa  prao* 
tice.  Heretofore  the  editor  was  under  no  obligation  to  examine  a  work  prsvioaa 
to  its  publication.  Still,  he  thoueht,  the  proposed  measure  was  calculated  to  take 
away  one  of  die  guards  against  die  pubhcatian  of  improper  works.  In  this  aaa 
of  revolution  and  preoipitancy  it  ytbb  not  well  to  take  avray  any  guards.  For  ka 
part  he  should  oppose  the  innovalion. 

Mr.  Early  said  the  Book  Concern  at  New-York  belonged  to  the  north,  and  to 
the  south,  and  to  the  east,  and  to  the  west  The  present  oiymiisation  was  on§ 
oailculatod  to  embarraas  a  business  man.  He  regretted  that  ti^e  subject  was  intro- 
duced in  the  report— -still  it  vnw  not  revolutionary.  A  practical  operation  of  tfaa 
present  law  was  bad,  inasmuch  as  the  committee  could  seldom  be  at  home,  and 
where  must  d»  editor  find  themT  The  Book  Committee  at  New-York  had  their 
hands  fhll,  and  they  were  unable  to  give  proper  attention  to  die  matter.  Under 
the  present  system,  if  the  agent  could  not  find  a  Book  Committee  that  would  look 
throu{$h  his  glasses,  he  must  be  gready  embarrassed.  It  was  the  du^  and  itite- 
rest  of  die  agents  to  publish  such  works  as  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Church, 
and  promote  die  spread  of  Christian  kno^edge.  Fix  die  responsibility  on  the 
editor,  and  he  vrould  feel  hhnaelf  bound  to  use  ^  naoessary  c — * * ^ 
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He  dflbkved  dttt  there  was,  and  had  been  for  many  ^^ears,  a  great  error  mmo 
miiere,  and  stnagly  adToeated  the  present  reorganization. 

Mr.  Sandiord  moved  that  the  reaolntion.be  laid  on  the  table;  bat  Ibr  want  of  a 
eeconder  Ae  motioa  fell  to  the  ^nnd. 

Mr.  Ames  said,  that  under  the  present  system,  the  responsibiH^  was  not  fixed 
«ijwb«re,  and  it  was  proposed  to  fix  it  upon  die  editors.  That  the  present  com- 
mittee c<mld  ever  meet  together  was  almost  impossible.  He  did  not. wish  to  find 
&alt  with  the  members  of  die  oommittee.  He  oonld  not  agree  with  Dr.  Ban^  that 
this  was  a  great  alteration.  He  hoped  the  conference  would  harmonize  with  die 
committee,  and  adopt  the  report. 

Dr.  Simpson  understood  the  amendment  to  be,  that  &e  asents  may  publish  any 
work  that  the  editon  recommend.    At  present  the  committee  nad  onhr  a  veto  power. 

Dr.  Bond  said  the  Churoh  ought  to  hold  to  strict  responsibilitjr  aU  its  agents  and 
editors.  An  editor  or  agent  might  at  present  do  immense  mischief  before  the  day 
of  responsibility  arrived.  Th^re  was  no  power  to  remove  him  before  the  next 
General  Conference.  There  had  been  one  case  which  proved  so  long  a  delay  to 
be  injurious,  and  therefore  objectionable. 

^  Mr.  Raper  said  the  committoe  had  given  notice  to  the  editon,  and  requestied  their 
views  on  this  subject.  In  the  judgment  of  the  committoe  the  responsibiHty  was 
amply  jprovided  for. 

Dr.  Peck  had  given  his  c^rinioa  in  favour  of  the  report,  for  he  thought  the  cu^ 
ganizatioo  of  the  Book  Committee  might  be  improved. 

The  President  said  that  was  not  the  question  before  the  conference. 

Dr.  Peck  said,  if  he  understood  the  report,  it  proposed  a  difierent  oi]^anizatao4 
of  the  Book  Committee,  and  to  devolve  die  responsibility  of  the  publications  of  th* 
Concern  entirely  upon  the  editon ;  if  so,  it  would  be  pertment  to  show  that  the  pre* 
■ent  organisation  of  the  committee  is  defective,  and  the  responsibility  for  the  pul>> 
lications  wron^y  vested.  Now,  though  the  editor  lyis  a  veto  power,  still  when  die 
oommittoe  leoommendB  the  publication  of  a  work,  he  will  be  disposed  to  treat 
their  decision  with  ^at  deference^  and  may  not  under  such  circumstances  eseiw 
<nae  so  ri^  a  scrntuy  as  he  would  do  if  he  had  a  greater  amount  of  responsi- 
bility resting  upon  him  in  the  matter.  I  could  wish*  sir,  that  there  mij^t  oe  in 
the  editorial  corps  such  an  amount  of  talent  and  learnings  that  the  decisions  upoft 
the  various  manuscripts  offered  for  publication  may  be  Safely  ocmfided  with  them. 
Then  the  pubHc  would  know  who  was  responsible.  As  it  is,  no  one  is  proi>erly 
responsible  but  the  ])oor  editor,  and  he  is  trammelled  with  an  advisory  committee 
3tDt  rasponsible  for  its  acts  to  anybody.  A  manuscript  is  handed  over  by  the 
agent  or  editor  to  the  committee  for  examination.  The  whole  committee,  of  course^ 
oannot  hear  it  read:^  as  their  only  resort  they  give  it  to  a  sub-committee.  That 
mb-oommittee  read  it  with  more  or  less  care,  according  to  the  time  they  have- to 
bestow  upon  it,  or  the  interest  they  feel  in  the  sulgect  of  which  it  treats.  They 
nasty  in  some  instances  re|K>rt  fovourably  merely  to  get  rid  of  the  thin^,  expeotiiw 
tiut  the  editor  will  use  his  own  judgment  at  last  After  the  report  is  read  ana 
adopted,  they  perhaps  gravelv  tell  the  editor,  "  You  are  not  oblieed  to  sanction  our 
report— dt»  as  you  please,  ana  we  will  be  satisfied."  This  is  nther  a  goodoatored 
-wvf  of  casting  the  burden  at  last  upon  the  editor:  but  die  system  is  liable  to 
aenous  objections.  This  business  of  examining  manuscripts  is  exceedin^y  Inu> 
densome  to  the  preachers  in  the  city—nor  can  they  do  it  as  it  should  be  dona. 
They  may  be  qualified  for  the  work,  and  they  .may  not,  for  they  are  stationed  in 
the  city  without  reference  to  any  such  lite^rary  qualifications.  The  speaker  meant 
no  reflections  upon  the  preachers  in  the  city  of  New-Yori[,  or  upon  tne  New-York 
Conference.  A  oommittee  constituted  by  virtue  of  appointment  in  the  city,  and 
obliged  to  examine  manuscripts  l^  the  means  of  a  snlhcommittoe,  oould  not  in  tiie 
mtore  of  the  case  be  possessed  of  die  oompetono^  and  direct  responsibility  to  die 
public  which  are  certainly  desirable  in  the  premises.  With  these  remarks,  Dr.  Pk 
'Would  submit  the  question  to  the  wisdom  of  the  conference. 

The  resolution  was  finally  adopted. 

Prvpo$eU  to  amend  DUHpHne  in  Ca»e$  of  IndebUdne$$  to  ike  Book  Concern.. 

The  report  also  had  rsfefrenoe  to  security  being  given  in  certain  cases  of  indebte<l> 
ness  to  die  Book  Concenti,  and  proposed  an  amendment  in  the  Discipline,  to  the 
effect  that  no  bretluren  who  were  indebted  to  the  Book  Concern  showd  have  ant^ 
daim  upon  its  fhnds.    This  gave  rise  to  a  lengthened  conversation,  during  which 

Mr  Sandford  said,  that  it  appeared  to  him  desirable  that  they  dionkl  havesoma 
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definite  yule  on  this  wnkjec%  for  it  often  happened  that  penMmr  became  fadebtei 
to  the  Conoem,  and  weve  aabaegnently  looiled,  and  then  peihape  thej  renoirad, 
and  the  agents  had  no  means  of  diaooYerin^  whither  they  weve  goiie* 

Mr.  M^inner  thought  tiie  amendment  in  ita  present  phrssecdogy-  inTohred  an  op- 
pressiye  principle. 

Mr.  Ferguson  thought  it  miriit  vpfHj  with  great  hardship  to  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  preachers,  and  nxnred  an  amendment  less  stiingent  in  its  pnmsioiis. 

The  oonvefaation  was  contznoed  to  the  honr  of  wyoonmient. 

▲rrniHoov  sxssiov. 
Riekmand  CkriMHan  Advocate* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Leroy  M.  Lee,  report  of  the  Book  Committee,  No.  %  was  taken 
nn,  and  a  resolution  recommending  the  continQed  ^ublicatioin  of  the  Richmond 
Cmristian  Advocate  was  brought  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Lee  said  the  present  resolution  might  be  adopted  without  at  all  intei4enng 
with  the  action  of  die  conference  upon  the  repnt  of  ihe  Book  Committee  reepect- 
ing  the  grant  they  proposed  to  make  to  the  Bichmond  Christian  Advocate.  Tnere 
was  a  reason  for  early  action  upon  the  resolution,  authorizing  the  continnance  of  the 
paper,  that  he  had  not  intended  to  offer  in  mo^e  the  adoption  of  the  report. 
But  since  the  brother  from  New-York  had  inteiposea  an  objection,  he  would  now 
friive  his  reason  for  introducing  the  matter.  It  was  well  known  to  many  that  the 
JbLichmond  Christian  Advocate  had  enemies— <me  enemy  not  in  that  body-— anzioas 
to  ii^jure  it.  And  the  .simple  fact  that  Ihe  resolution  now  before  tfiem  had  been 
kid  on  the  table  when  first  presented ;— -and  it  was  done  at  his  instance,  m  order 
to  give  time  for  the  chairman  of  our  Publishing  Committee  and  myself  to  meet  tin 
oommittee  on  the  Book  Concern ;-— this  hct  had  been  used  in  RiBhmond  for  the 
purpose  of  iniuxinff  the  paner.  He  had  received  a  letter  last  evening,  informing 
him  that  the  tact  of  laying  me.  report  on  the  table  was  there  represented  as  an  in- 
dication of  the  purpose  of  the  Genenil  Conference  to  disoonlinue  the  paper.  U 
was  in  view  of  this  attempt  to  prejudice  the  reputation  of  the  paper  that  he  had 
moved  to  take  up  the  report.  He  wished  the  conference  to  act  on  this  subject  at 
once,  and  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  correct  ^e  enoneous  impression  whidi 
had  been  sought  to  be  made  on  the  public  mind. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Evly  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee,  No.  6,  be  taken  up^ 
which  was  oanied. 

Mr.  Rice  moved  that  the  report  be  so  amended  as  to  relieve  the  members  of  the 
New-Yoik  Coitference  from  acting  on  the  Book  Committee.  He  said  it  was  a 
most  onerous  duty  to  be  compellM,  in  addition  to  their  pastoral  duties,  to  super> 
intend  the  publication  of  the  books.  Aa  a  member  of  that  oonfeience  he  wisned 
to  be  relie^^.  He  contended  that  it  was  uxgust  to  their  respective  eharees,  inaa* 
much  as  they  paid  the  salaries  of  their  ministers ;  who,  from  me  additionu  labours 
imposed  on  them  by  the  Book  Concern,  were  unable  to  perfoim  their  duties 
foithfuUy. 

The  report  was  adopted,  after  considerable  discussion,  in  all  iti  main  featnrea. 

(In  explanation  of  the  somewhat  imperfect  report  of  tiiis  day*s  proceedings^  we 
miy  Btt7  that  the  official  reporter  was,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  neoesaarilT 
absent  from  die  conference,  and  had  to  rely  upon  such  casual  assistance  as  he  could 
procure.) 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  1. 
7%e  Bi$hop»*  Cowuiuimeaium. 
\  Bishop  Hedding  wished  to  withdraw  his  signature  from  the  doeument  presented 

N   ^  vesterday.    He  had  not  been  dmwn  or  persuaded  into  it    But  in  signing  it  be 

\]  t    nad  been  g[ovemed  by  two  reasons,  which  ne  thought  it  his  duty  to  present     First 

I  he  signed  it  as  a  peace  measure.  Second,  be  believed  it  would  be  generdOy  ao- 
I  oeptable  to  the  conference.  In  both  these  expectations  he  was  diaapointed.  Facts 
V  had  come  to  his  knowledge  which  induced  him  to  believe  that  it  would  not  make 
peace,  and  that  it  mi^ht  be  productive  of  a  lengthened  debate,  and«  instead  of  re* 
moving,  would  only  increase  the  difficulty.  He  therefore  wished  his  name  to  be 
withdrawn,  but  wwild  submit  if  the  conference  decided  that  he  had  no  authority 
to  do  so.    No  objection  was  made. 

Bishop  Wangh  said  that  in  regard  to  the  same  document  a  few  remaiks  might 
aot  be  unnecessary.    He  wished  his  name  to  remainr  unless  ba  saw  odier 
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tfim  bad  yet  upmtracL  Rq  came  into  tiie  measore  ^riUioat  penoanon  or  ent^ 
«s  the  result  or  nii  own  llioaghts  and  Tolimtaiy  inclinadon,  though  alowlj  and  re- 
hictantlj.'  Tet  it  waa  under  a  tndn  of  circumatancea  that  left  him  Httle  or  no  c^ 
tlon  in  the  premiaea.  He  adopted  it  aa  a  laat  resort,  and  with  little  hope  of  its 
Booceaa.  It  did,  however,  appear  to  him  that  it  would  be  better  to  put  that  view 
before  the  General  Conference,  and  let  it  take  its  oourae,  and  ao  £ar  aa  himaelf  waa 
concerned,  he  ahonld  be  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  reaulL  He  should  ezceedinghr 
regret  if  the  communication  were  the  occasion  of  a  protracted  debate,  but  he  hoped 
that  would  not  be  tiie  caae.  He  did  not  feel  at  MherW  to  withdraw  his  name  from 
a  paper  that  he  deam^  to  be  for  Ae  preservation  of  the  Church. 

Bishop  Morris  wished  his  name  to  remain  attached  to  that  document,  as  a  testi 
monj  that  he  had  done  what  he  could  to  piesei  ^e  the  unity  of  the  body. 

Bishop  Soule  said,  ]>erhap8  he  ought  to  offer  a  few  words  in  connection  with  hia 
'  ooQeaguea,  and  it  aflorded  nim  pleasure  to  receive  the  assurances  that  they  were 
in  no  way  influenced  or  persuaoed  to  put  their  sisnatures  to  diat  paper.  He  ao- 
knowledged  that  they  went  into  &e  measure  as  freely  and  fully,  and  under  the 
aame  conviction,  as  hnnself.  Conference  were  aware  that  this  matter  came  before 
the  superintendents  on  motion.  He  ^t  his  sif^ture  to  the  document  with  the 
aame  views  and  under  the  same  oonvictiona  as  ms  veiy  worthy  ocrfleagues  did,  and    « 

way*    And  he  wished 
I  channels  to  the  world. 
^  and  would  not,  with- 
draw it 

Dr.  Baaga  moved  that  the  communication  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Earfy  called  for  the  ayea  and  noes,  and  the  vote  being  taken,  &ere  wen 
yeaa  95,  nays  83.    The  communication  was  therefore  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Bangs  said  it  was  well  known  that  he  had  used  evenr  effort  in  his  power  to 
have  this  matter  brought  to  a  compromise,  akid  he  had  indulged  a  hope  that  this 
would  be  the  result.    It  was  with  that  view  that  he  laboured  to  have  this  docu-    ^ 
meat  referred  to  a  committee.    But  from  what  had  been  told  him  by  members  from    F 
the  north  and  south,  not  a  veatige  of  thia  hope  remained,  and  he  would  now  ui^ge    i 
immediate  action  upon  the  substitute,  if  it  was  before  the  house.    He  believed 
wisdom,  and  prudence,  and  Christianitv,  and  brotherly  love  dictated  that  course, 
and  that  further  discussion  would  not  change  one  mina. 

Dr.  Winana  said  the  last  speaker  had  referred  to  the  south,  and  his  remarks  in  ^ 
their  connecticni  went  to  say  that  the  south  were  opposed  to  the  proposition  from  I 
the  superintendents.  He  begged  to  say  that  the  southern  delegates  were  of  one  * 
mind  to  entertain  the  proposition  of  the  superintendents. 

Dr.  Bann  explained  tmit  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  soath  objected  to  the 
proposal  of  the  bishops,  but  that  ^e  conference  could  not  oome  to  any  general 
compromise  on  the  subject.    He  should  not,  himself,  move  the  previous  question. 

Rfr.  Collins  opposed  the  motion  for  taking  up  the  cnder  of  the  day.  He  had  not  . 
given  up  all  h<mes  of  peace ;  and  if  they  would  wait  a  few  minutes  and  listen  to  a 
proposal  horn  Dr.  Unrbin,  he  thought  a  compromise  might  yet  be  effected.  They 
w^ere  bound  to  make  a  settlement  of  the  question,  he  Imew,  but  in  their  proposed 
•otian  the  bishops  were  against  them ;  and  if  they  would  with^w  their  namea 
from  the  communication  they  had  made,  and  allow  Dr.  Durbin  to  use  it  aa  his  own^  ^ 
be  (Mr.  Collins)  believed  a  plaq  of  pacification  might  still  be  concocted.  The  pn> 
position  was,  as  a  last  effort  to  bring  peace  and  save  the  Church  fitmi  division,  to 
add  to  the  suggestion  of  the  episcopacy  some  resolutions  expressive  of  the  regret 
of  that  Gteneral  Conference  that  Biarop  Andrew  had  become  conneeted  with  alavenr, 
and  request  him  to  rid  himself  of  the  embarrassment  as  soon  as  possible ;  aod,  m 
addition,  a  resolution  to  take  off  the  journals  all  that  related  to  the  cokmred  testi- 
mony quest^.  He  thought  such  a  measure  would  answer  tfieir  pnipoae,  and  heal 
the  wound  of  the  Chureh. 

Mr.  Blake  waa  pursuing  hia  labours  as  a  miniater  among  the  cokmred  people, 
and  little  thought  that  the  question  of  davery  would  be  brouffht  up.  He  had  no 
■nticipatiaD  of  a  storm,  but  he  fotmd  that  the  foundations  of  the  great  deep  were 
broken  up,  and  the  ark  of  their  Chureh  was  fldatfaig  on  tbe  waves.  But  he  thanked 
God  that  in  the  distance  he  saw  a  blessed  Ararat  He  went  on  deaeribing  the 
various  forms  under  which  slaverer  had  been  diKsussed  in  the  present  conferenoe, 
allnded  to  the  definitions  of  the  episcopal  office  during  the  debate,  and  thought  that 
Dr.  Dorbin's  substitute  would  not  reooneile  the  diffiraltiea. 

Mr.  LoiQgatreet  said»  aa  Umg  aa  there  waa  any  hope  of  reoonciliation,  he  woold 


/ 


^ 


190  DAitium^ 

desirQ  that  diia  qpMticn  be  postponed.  Ab  yet,  the  tonth  had  aot  mdeooe  pat^ 
poaidon  to  a^juat  the  matter  asucably.  He  trusted,  therefore,  that  the  door  woq)d 
Dot  be  closed.  Time  waa  a  matter  of  veiy  little  oonaeqnence  compared  with -the 
importance  of  the  qoeetiona  at  iaaae.  He  wished  to  wai^  and  see  what  time  wovld 
bimg  forth. 

Dr.  Paine  said  he  waa  a  man  of  peace.  He  deeply  ragretted  to  hear  unkind 
words  from  both  sides.  He  never  dealt  in  wholesale  dennncktion.  The  aoath 
felt  calm  as  they  conld  feel  when  the  importance  of  the  question  was  conaideced. 
He  considered  the  sabstitate  to  be  mandatory.  It  acted  as  a  mandamus;  it  had 
been  so  described.  This  placed  the  south  in  an  Awkward  position.  He  hoped 
Bome  ground  would  be  proposed  by  the  north  that  both-  cotdd  occupy.  If  met9 
was  no  such  conamon  ground,  the  south  was  prepared  ibr  the  result 

Mr.  Porter  recalled  the  attention  of  the  conference^.to  the  discussion  ni  the  last 
■fortnight  as  evidence  of  the  peace-loving  character  of  die  northern  members.  They 
wanted  Xq  be  one  body.  He  did  not  beHeve  they  could  live  as  <me  body  with  any- 
thing less  than  the  substitute.  He  asked  what  was  the  pros^%  of  peace-— Bishop 
iUidrew  had  declared  that  he  could  not  recede  from  his  position,  and  the  south  ha2l 
taken  the  same  ground.  It  was  of  no  use  to  discuss  toe  question  forther,  tfaero- 
fore,  but  they  had  better  come  up  aquara  to  the  question,  imd  decide  the  point  at 
once,  that  the  people  might  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  Mitchell  proposed  an  amendment,  to  be  appmded  to  the  resohitkm,  to  the 
effect  that  the  bishop  should  so  resign  until  a  minority  of  the  annual  conferenoea 
desired  him  to  resume  his  office.  Mr.  M.  did  not  think  it  necessaiy  to  enter  inte 
a  discussion  whether  the  resolution  respecting  Bishop  Andrew  was  advisoi^f'  or 
mandatory.    He  wished  the  substitute  to  come  before  .the  oon£Brei>oe  this  maning. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  dav  was  taken  up. 

Bishop  Soule  said  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  brethren  had  entertained 
enxine^us  views  with  respect  to  the  position  he  occupied  at  the  time  he  addresaed 
the  conference  on  this  subject ;  and  he  now  wishea  to  correct  those  views,  thai 
tiiere  might  be  a  proper  understanding  in  the  matter  before  they  had  action  on  the 
•ubstitute.  It  must  have  occurred  to  the  brethren  that  his  remarka  at  that  time 
were  entirely  irrelevant,  except  on  the  understanding  that  the  resolution  waa  maa- 
datory.  He  looked  upon  it  as  suspending  Bishop  Andrew.  There  was  a  great 
difference  between  snspenaion  and  advice.  If  this  actioli  was  not  intended  to  be 
judicial,  he  should  withdraw  many^  of  lus  remarks.  If  it  was  a  mandatoiT  aet,  it 
was  judicial.  One  member  said  it  was  merely  a  request  to  9ishop  Androrw  te 
xesi^;  but  several  had  declared  it  to  be  iudicial,  and  were  not  oentradicted. 
Agam :  the  argument  waa,  that  slavery  could  not  exist  in  the  episcopacy  of  the 
i  Metbodiat  Church. '  One  brother  had  said,  that  if  the  resolution  passed.  Bishop 
Andrew  was  stiU  a  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  If  this  was  ibm 
case,  his  remarks,  he  must  repeat,  were  irrelevant  He  considered  the  proceeding 
as  a  judicial  one,  suspending  brother  Andrew  fnm.  his  duties  aa  biafaop  of  ih» 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  ^ 

nxcisioN  or  tsi  quxstioh. 

^  Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  moved  the  previous  (that  is,  the  main)  queatioo,  which  waa  cai^ 
lied.  The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  the  ayes  and  noes  were  taken ;  Bishop 
Soule  observing,  that  definite  action  must  necessanly  be  hereafter  taken  to  deddia 
whether  the  reaohition  was  mandatory  or  advisoiy.  The  votes  were  given  auad 
the  most  profound  stillness. 

The  resolution  (Mr.  Finley*s  substitute)  reeds  as  follows ;«— 

"  Whereas  the  Discipline  of  our  Church  forbids  the  doing  anything  calculated  ta 
destroy  our  itinerant  general  sopetintendency ;  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  hsa 
become  connected  with  slavery,  bv  marriage  and  otherwise,  and  this  act  having 
drawn  after  it  circumstances  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  General  ConfereDoa^ 
will  fl^eatly  embarrass  the  exerciae  of  his  office  aa  an  itinerant  general  auperintan^ 
eat,  u  not,  .in  some  places,  entirely  prevent  it;  therefore, 

''  Besolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conferenoe  that  he  desist  fraoi 
the  exercise  of  this  office  so  long  as  this  impedin^ent  remains." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  called  by  delegations,  were  as  foUow>- 

TXAS. 

Neto-Tork  Conference — ^Nathan  Bangs,  Stephen  Qlin,  PhnnaB  Biee,  Oeorga 
?eok,  John  B.  Sttatten,  Peter  P.  Sandfoid,  Fifteh  fieed,  BmaaA  D.  Ferguwn.  8t» 
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phai  Martindaler  ACarrin  RichardBon.  TV^jr— Tnunan  Seymour,  J«lm  M.  Werer, 
James  Covel,  jun^  Tobias  Spicer,  Seymour  Coleman,  James  B.^Houghtalingy  Jesse 
T.  Peck.  Prifvidence-^ .  Lomay,  F.  Upham,  8.  Benton,  Fanl  Townsend.  Nenh 
ifoMffiUre— EUhn  Scott,  J.  Perkins,  Samuel  Kelly,  S.  Chambeilain,  John  G.  Dow, 
J.  Spuilding,  C.  D.  Gaboon,  William  D.  Cass.  Ne^EnglanSr-i,  Porter,  D.  S. 
iOnf,  P.  Crandall,  C.  Adams,  G.  Pickerinff.  PiU^wg^YfiSSam  Hunter,  H.  J. 
Clan,  J.  Spenaer,  8.  £Uiott,  R.  Boyd,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Drommond.  M^ne^Vi. 
Hill,  £.  Robinson,  D.  B.  Randall,  C.  W.  Moree,  J.  Hobart,  Heman  Nickenbn,  G. 
Webber.  Black  Siver^A,  D.  Peck,  A.  Adams,  G.  Baker,  W.  W.  Ninde.  EHe^  < 
J.  J.  Steadman,  John  Bain,  G.  W.  Clark,  J.  Robinson,  T.  Goodwin.  Ot^eida — J. 
M.  Snyder,  6.  Comfort,  N.  Bounds,  D.  A.  Shephexd,  H.  F.  Row,  E.  Bowen,  D. 
Holmes»  Jun.  AftcAt^afi— E.  Crane,  A.  Billings,  J.  A.  Baughman.  Rock  River^ 
B.  Weed,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  T.  MitcheU.  Oenesee^Q,  Fihnore,  S.  Luckey,  A. 
Steele,  F.  G.  Hibbard,  S.  Seager,  A.  Abell,  W.  Hosmer,  J.  B.  Alverson.  Nortk 
Okio^t^  Thompson,  J.  H.  Power,  A.  Poe,  E.  Yocum,  W.  Runnells.  TlUfunt^T. 
Akers,  P.  Cartwright.  Ohio-^C.  Elliott,  William  H.  Raper,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  B. 
Fiidey,  L.  L.  Hamline,  Z.  ConneU,  J.  Feiree.  Indiana — M.  Simpson,  A.  Wile/, 
E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Miller,  C.  W.  Ruter,  A.  Wood,  A.  Eddy,  J.  Havens.  Texat^J. 
Clark.  BalHnun-e^-J.  A.  Collins,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Bear,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  J.  Daris. 
PkOadelpkia^J.  P.  Dnifoin,  L.  Scott.  NevhJerMef^h  Winner,  J.  8.  Porter,  J.  K. 
Shaw~lll. 

KATS. 

Nevh  York  Conferenee-^C.  W.  Carpenter.  Miekiganr—Q.  Smith.  Rock  River-^ 
J.  Sinclair.  IUinoi$--J.  Stamper,  J.  Van  Clere,  N.  6.  Benyman.  Keniuekjf — H. 
B.  Bascom,  W.  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  E.  Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W.  Brash. 
OAio— E.  W.  Sehon.  Holston^^.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patten,  T.  Stringfield.  Tennep^ 
•  see— R.  Paine,  J.  B.  M'Ferrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Maddin.  AfMso«r»^W.  W. 
Redman,  W.  Patten,  J.  C.  Benyman,  J.  M.  Jameson. '  Nortk  Carolina — J.  Jame- 
son, Peter  Doub,  H.  G.  Leigh.  MempkU^G,  W.  D.  Harris,  S.  S.  Moody,  WiUiam 
M*MahoD,  T.  Joyner.  ArkanMO^—i.  C.  Parker,  W.  P<  Ratdiffe,  A.  Hunter.  Ftf> 
vtfwo— J.  Early,  T.  Crowder,  W.  A.  Smith,  L.  M.  Lee.  AfMms»;?)»— WiUiam 
winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M.  Rogers.  Texa* — L.  Fowler.  Alabama — 
J.  Boring,  J.  Hamilton,  William  Murrah,  G.  Garrett.  Oeorgia—G.  F.  Pierce,  W. 
J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  E.  Evans,  A.  B.  Longstreet.  SotUh  CaroUma-^ 
William  Capers,  W.  M.  Wightman,  C.  Betts,  S.  Dnnwody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker.  Bol-  . 
iimore—li.  Slicer,  J.  A.  Gere,  T.  B.  Sargent,  C.  B.  Tippett,  G.  Hildt.  Pkiladel- 
pAta— T.  J.  Thompson,  H.  White,  W.  Cooper,  L  T.  Cooper.  New^ertef^ThaauB 
Neal,  Thomas  Sovereign — 69. 

So  the  resolution  was  adopted^yeas.  111 ;  nays,  69. 

After  some  conversation  on  tfie  question.  How  far  the  vote  gave  Mr.  Finley's 
subetimte  the  antfaority  of  an  original  resolution  7  Dr.  Pierce  rose  to  address  the 
conference.  It  wonla  be  within  the  recollection  of  the  members  and  spectaton 
who  had  listened  to  this  disonssion  vrith  so  much  interest,  that,  in  the  event  of 
tile  cooferenoe  deciding  upon  the  passage  of  this  resolution,  the  southern  delega- 
tion had  declared  that  they  woula  enter  their  solemn  protest  against  it,  without 
m  dissenting  voice  or  Altering  step.  The^r  should,  ut  the  earliest  possible  moment, 
do  so,  and  it  should  be  a  manly,  ministerial,  and  proper  protest  against  this  action 
of  the  conference,  as  an  extr»jadioial  act,  that  their  sentiments  on  the  subjed 
might  go  down  to  posterity. 

He  contended  that,  however  conseientionsly— and  he  gave  them  full  credit  fbr 
tfaat-^they  had  acted,  still  they  had  acted  contrary  to  the  xwe  of  compromise.  The 
oonstitutionality,  or  otherwise,  of  their  proceeding  would  probably  oe  tried  belbre 
other  tribunals.  It  had  never  entered  mio  his  heart  in  anything  to  depart  from  Ae 
^lirit  and  intention  of  the  Disdplme  of  the  Church,  and  diose  w1k>  w^re  his  brethren 
m  the  south  were  of  tbe  same  mind.  He  beUeved  that,  ^dien  the  public  mind  had 
beeo  sounded,  and  the  deep  tones  of  public  opinion  came  peaHng  up  from  all  quar* 
tars  of  the  connection,  there  would  be  a  vercuct  hi  &vour'of  the  south. 

Dr.  Winans  and  Mr.  Eariy  made  some  observations  on  the  peculiarttv  of  ^lefar 
positions ;  and,  after  some  Httte  ooaversatloo,  the  codferenoe  adjonnied  until  ^anibtr 
morning  at  halJ^past  eight 
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MONDAY,  JUNE  3. 

Mr.  Slicor  prcmoBed  the  following  resolutioxiB:.— 

"  Reflolvedy  Toat  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference  ^lat  the  vote  of  Bttii»* 
dflj  last,  in  the  case  of  Hishop  Andrew,  be  nndentood  as  adTtBorj  only,  and  not  in 
the  light  i>f  a  jndiciat  mandate. 

**  ^^olved,  2dly,  That  the  final  disposition  of  Bishop  Andrew's  caae  be  poatponed 
until  the  General  Conference  of  1848,  in  conformity  with  the  suggestion  of  the 
bishops,  in  their  address  to  the  conference  on  Friday,  31st  May. 

"  H.  Slickr, 

"  T.  B.  SARourT." 

Mr.  SUcer  introduced  the  resolutions  with  a  lew  iqppropiiate  remaiks,  and  fhtf 
were,  for  the  present,  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Capers  then  introduced  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  finally  referred 
to  a  committee  of  nine,  with  instructions  to  report  as  soon  as  possible  :-^ 

"  Be  it  resolved  by  the  delegates  of  all  the  annual  conferences  in  Gencnl  Confer- 
ence assembled.  That  we  recommend  to  the  annual  conferences  to  suspend  the 
'  constitutional  restrictions  which  limit  the^jpowers  of  the  General  Conference  so  fer, 
and  BO  for  only,  as  ^  allow  of  the  followmg  alterations  in  the  government  of  the 
Church,  viz. : — 

"  1.  That  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  these  United  States  and  Territo- 
ries, and  the  republic  of  Texas,  shall  constitute  two  General  Conferences,  to  meet 
quadrennially,  tue  one  at  some  place  BOiUh,  and  the  other  ju>rtk  of  the  line  which 
BOW  divides  oetween  the  states  commonly  designated  as  free  states  and  those  in 
which  slavery  exists, 

'^2.  That  each  one  of  the  two  General  Conferences  thus  oonstitated  shall 
have  fdU  powers,  under  the  limitations  and  restrictions  which  are  now  of  force 
and  binding  on  the  General  Conference,  to  make  roles  and  regolationB  for  the 
Church,  within  their  territorial  limits,  respectively,  and  to  elect  bishqpe  for  the 


"  3.  That  the  two  General  Conferences  aforesaid  shall  severally  have  jurisdio- 
tion  as  follows : — ^The  southern  General  Conference  shall  com^renend  &e  states 
of  Vhrginia,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  and  the  states  and  territories  Iving  sou&erly 
thereto,  and  also  the  republic  of  Texas,  to  be  known  and  designated  by  the  title  of 
the '  Southern  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United 
States.'  And  the  Nor^em  General  Conference  to  comprehend  all  those  states 
lying  nor&  of  the  states  of  Vir^a,  Kentucky,  and  Missouri,  as  above,  to  be 
known  and  designated  by  the  title  of  the  '  Northern  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States.' 

"  4.  And  be  it  liirther  resolved.  That  as  soon  as  three-fourths  of  all  the  membera 
of  all  the  annual  conferences  shall  have  voted  on  these  resolutioDS,  and  sfaaill  ap- 
prove the  same,  the  said  Southern  and  Northern  General  Conferences  shall  be 
deemed  as  having  been  constituted  by  such  approval ;  and  it  shaU  be  ooaapetent 
for  the  southern  annual  conferences  to  elect  delegates  to  said  Southern  General 
Conference,  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  on  the  first 'of  May,  1848, 
or  sooner,  if  a  mi^rity  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  annual  oootncences 
composing  that  Geiieral  Conference  shall  desire  the  same. 

"  5.  And  be  it  further  resolved,  as  aforesaid,  That  the  Book  Conoeras  at  New* 
Yo^k  and  Cincinnati  shaU  be  held  mid  conducted  as  the  property  and  for  the  benefit 
of  all  the  annual  conferences  as  heretofore  :•— the  editors  and  agents  to  be  elected 
once  in  four  years  at  the  time  of  the  session  of  the  Northeri  General  Catdereaoe, 
and  the  votes  of  the  Southern  General  Conference  to  be  cast  by  delegates  of  thai 
ccmference  attending  the  northern  for  that  purpose. 

"  6.  And  be  itfuiwer  resolved.  That  our  Church  organization  for  foreign  miasionB 
•hall  be  maintained  and  conducted  jointly  between  the  two  General  Coaferences 
w  one  Church,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  udod  fixnn  time  to  time  between 
the  two  great  branches  of  the  Church  as  ipepresented  in  the  said  two  cottferenoesk" 

Mr.  Drake  then  offered  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  in  refereaee  to  re* 
quirina^  members  on  their  admission  to  give  '' satisfactory  assurance  of  the  coned- 
ness  m  their  feith."    The  amendment  proposed  to  leave  out  these  words. 

Mr.  Sandford,  of  New-York,  opposed  it  very  strenuously.  He  dumght  it  would 
open  the  door  for  the  admission  of  laxi^  of  sentiment  and  disciplme  to  an  alarm- 
ing extent,  and  at  a  time  too  when  there  was  special  need  of  care  upon  this  pomt. 
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mott  beterodox  sentimeiitB  in  matten  of  ratisioui  trath  entering  the  aoeietj.  He 
prayed  the  conferanoe  not  to  break  down  the  bolwarksSirthe  preseivalkm  of  their 
WMinimity  and  purity  of  doctrine. 

Mr.  Crowder  wu  of  the  tame  opinkm;  ibr  tfaoogh  the  nde  had  been  attended 
"with  flome  difficulty  and  aome  divezaity  of  adminiatration,  these  were  compara- 
tively smmportant  in  view  of  the  great  aafegoaid  aSbrded  to  the  artides  ot  ovr 
religion. 

Dn  Smith,  of  Virainia,  contended  that  the  rale  aa  it  now  atood  antjected  every 
applicant  to  just  aocli  a  oonditian  of  memberahip  aa  the  minister  to  whom  the  ap- 
.wicatioa  was  made,  choae.  The  oonditioii,  therefere,  waa  practically  the  will  of 
&e  nreacher.  Nor  was  the  rule  introduced  in  the  proper  way.  He  suggested 
■fiaa  it  would  be  in  aocordanoe  with  his  own  practice)  that  the  questions  proposed 
m  cases  of  adult  baptism  were  sufficient  Ibr  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that  the 
applicant  enteitained  Christian  sentiments. 

Dr.  Winans  objected  to  any  doctrinal  testa  whatever.  The  main  reason  why 
•Bch  great  unanimity  of  doctrinal  sestbnent  prevailed  in  the  Methodist  body  was, 
that  uey  had  kept  dear  of  creeds  and  testS)  and  allowed  freedom  of  private 
opinion  wfaOe  they  tvght  uniformity  on  the  great  cardinal  points  of  Christian  reve- 
lation. If  they  tiegaa  to  insist  upon  tests  as  to  doctrinal  views,  they  would  find 
oppositioa  and  discontent,  and  they  would  be  ^it  into  schisms.  Methodism  had 
prospered  without  such  testa. 

Mr.  Slicer  aaid  that  he  vraa  opposed  to  the  >  examination  of  candidates  for  mem- 
benhip  in  the  doctrines  of  the  body.  If  they  attempted  tiiis  iron-bedstead  avatem, 
lengthening  some  and  shortening  others,  to  make  tnem  oonfinrm,  they  would  find 
it  lead  to  mischief.  Man^  members  entered  the  Church  with  eironeous  views, 
but  with  care  and  instruction  theT  got  right. 

Bishop  Hedding  said  the  confoience  were  wasting  time  over  a  comparativelf 
unimportant  matter,  while  they  had  much  necessary  and  important  business  te 
transact 

Dr.  Pierce  said  he  introduced  the  present  rule>  asainst  which  so  mnoh  was  now 
.aaidf  and  he  did  so  because  he  knew  that  some  of  ute  brethren  had  fallen  into  the 
liabit  of  throwing  their  net  broadH»8t  during  revivals,  and  taking  in  all  sorts  of 
people  who  could  shont^  and  pray,  and  weep,  and  this  had  be<»me  so  great  an 
evil  that  it  was  necessary  to  take  some  stops  in  the  matter.  The  rale  was  not 
proposed  vrithoutmuch  thought,  and  he  could  not  now  see  all  the  causes  of  alarm 
vrhioh  the  brethren  had  conijured  up. 

The  motion,  amended  so  as  to  accord  witii  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Smi^,  was 
then  put  and  lost,  and  the  original  motion  carried. 

The  report  on  boundaries  was  then  taken  up  and  passed  with  very  tittle  diacns- 
aion.  The  General  Conference  refused  permasion  to  the  New-York  Conference 
to  divide  itself  during  thb  ensuing  four  years. 

The  boor  of  adjournment  arrived  before  the  report  was  concluded.  Bishop 
fionle  announced  uiat  Bishop  Andrew  had  gone  hcnne,  and  would  not  be  present 
«t  any  ferther  sittings  of  the  present  oomferenoe.    Acyoumed  to  hal£>pa8t  tinee. 

TUESDAY,  JUNB  4. 
Report  of  ike  Commitiee  on  Siaoery^ 

The  committee  on  slavery  reported  in  fevour  of  rescindmg  the  resolution  passed 
«t  the  last  General  Conference  on  ooloored  testimony. 

Dr.  Winans  moved  that  it  He  on  the  table,  which  was  hMt 

Mr.  J.  A.  Collins  moved  as  an  amendment  that  the  whole  matter  relating  to  the 
case  of  Silas  Comfort  be  stricken  from  the  journals.  If  they  merely  struck  out  the 
rasolutiott  they  left  the  appeal  of  Silas  Comfort  still  there  with  all  its  bearinp 
amott  the  other  side  of  the  question,  and  if  ther  meant  to  reach  this  case  at  a&, 
they  must  sweep  from  the  records  the  whole  oosiness.  He  never  doubted  that 
the  Ganeiai  Conference  acted  wrong  in  entertaining  that  appeal.  He  wished  them 
Aow  to  act  fenrly  in  the  matter,  and  erase  every  vestige  by  a  dedaratoiy  resolutSon 
«a  to  die  impropriety  of  that  appeal. 

Dr.  Winans,  of  Mississippi,  tnen  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subiect  oo  the  table, 
lesterdav  they  had  referred  to  a  committee  several  resolutions  relative  to  the  divi> 
•MO  of  the  Church,  and  he  thought  they'  ought  not  to  do  anything  on  this  subieet 
until  they  had  a  report  iSnom  that  committee.    If  they  were  to  ptft,  he  desirea  te 
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nttrt  in  peacis,  hat  if  they  wen  to  lenMm  togetbor  fvr  ew  ^oamSag,  tea  llkcf 
j(^e  Boatb)  would  fight  it  oat  to  the  last. 

Dr  Peck  said  there  was  no  aort  of  disagreement  in  the  eommittee  in  lelalkm  t& 
the  appeal  of  SUas  Comfort.  On  the  part  of  the  north  it  was  conceded  thatif  teC 
i^peal  had  been  b6  acted  npon  as  to  constitute  a  role  or  establish  a  priiid{^  the 
act  should  be  set  aside.  But  on  examining  the  joomals  it  was  foand  the  appeal 
was  not  entertained.  The  committee,  therefore^  was  not  inclined  to  pmne  th» 
matter  any  ftirther,  and  they  thought  it  might  as  well  be  given  up. 

On  i^otiQii  of  Dr.  Bangs  the  further  oonsideration  of  this  report  was  postponed 
ontil  the  committee  on  Dr.  Caper's  resolutioDs  had  bvonght  in  their  report. 
.  Dr.  Capers  asked  permission  for  said  committee  to  attend  to  the  hosinesa  eon- 
fided  to  toem,  daring  conference  hours. 

Mr.  Sandfoid  (who  was  a  member  cyf  the  committee}  hoped  the  request  would 
not  be  granted,  or  that  conference  would  not  hare  an  anemoon  session. 

The  request  being  acceded  to,  it  was  moved  that  Mr.  8andfi>rd  be  ezeoaedfiratt 
serving  on  the  committee,  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Sandford  wished  to  know  whether  the  conference  had  power  to  drive  aiif 
member  from  its  floor  during  its  session,  and  refused  to  leave. 

TkeJUporioH  Temperance^ 

The  special  order  of  the  day  was  thas  taken  up.  It  was  the  report  of  Aiv 
Committee  on  Temperance. 

Mr.  Collins  moved  the  postponement  of  the  qaestion,  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Collins  and  Mr.  MTenin  then  indulged  in  some  little  pleasantnr  upon  • 
ali^t  ambigni^  in  the  wcn^ding  of  the  resolution,  which  Mr.  Slicer  defenoed. 

The  preamble  and  resohitiona  were  then  read  a  second  time.  After  adverting  lk» 
the  fiict  that  there  were  sixteen  votes  shoH  of  the  requisite  maiority  of  the  mevs^ 
bets  of  the  annual  conferences  to  make  it  oonstitationa]ly  obligatory  upon  l&a 
Church,  it  proceeded  :— 

''  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration  a  communication  fhmi  Bev.  JtUtt 
Harsh,  Secretary^  of  the  American  Tempersnoe  Union,  and  beg  leave  to  offer  the 
following  resolutions :  Whereas,  the  use  of  intoxicating  drinks  tends  to  the  fonauh- 
lion  of  intemperate  appetites  and  habits,  and  u  subversive  of  the  health,  morsli^ 
domestic  peace  and  faa]M>iness  of  mankind, 

"  And,  whereas,  total  abstinence  is  the  only  safeguard  against  all  these  evils, 

^*  And,  whereas,  the  rule  of  our  faith  and  practice  not  only  pronounces  a  wd 
against  ^e  drunkards  of  Ephraim,  but  also  upon  him  who  pots  his  bottle  to  Us 
neighbour's  mouth: 

"Therefore, 

**  Resolved,  1st.  By  the  delegates  of  the  annual  conferenoea  in  General  Confer- 
ence assembled,  That  we  cordiaB^  approve  of  the  design  and  recommend  the  pledge 
of  the  American  Temperance  Union. 

"  Resolved,  3d.  That  we  recommend  to  all  our  preachera,  travelling  and  locd, 
and  to  all  our  members  and  friends,  to  give  to  the  temperance  refuriuatiop  (now  &i 
successful  progress  in  this  and  other  countries)  then-  unreserved  approval  and 
earnest  and  liberal  support'' 

Dr.  Bangs  moved,  as  an  amendment,  the  ioaertiain  of  the  words,  '^  as  a  bevera^" 
after  the  words,  "  intoxicating  drinks." 

Mr.  Slicer  said,  that  whenever  there  vras  a  counsel  to  acquit  there  was  also  a 
flaw  in  the  indictment. 

Dr.  Bangs  explained,  that  Mr.  SUcer  had  mishiterpreted  his  asotives  and  intnit- 
tion.  The  preamble  at  present  was  less  definite  tlwn  seemed  ie  him  adviaaUa 
He  merely  designed  to  point  it  out  as  a  technical  cnnission. 

Mr.  Coleman  thought  the  preamble  was  correct  enough.  He  had  yet  to  be  coc 
vinced  that  a  man  could  take  intoxicating  Uquon  either  as  a  medidne  or  in  mf 
other  way,  without  being  in  danger  of  beoommg  an  inebriate.  It  lad  never  horn 
proved,  uid  it  never  could  be  proved! 

.  Mr.  M'Ferrin  said,  if  the  object  of  the  resolutiona  was  to  form  a  tenperaaoe  soci- 
ety, he  would  go  the  whole  figure.  Or  if  the  object  vras  to  get  signatorea,  (**  We 
the  vndertirned"  commendngthequotationof  the  pledge  submitted  in  the  itjpott,) 
he  was  reaay  to  give  his, 

Mr.  Slicer  exjp&ned  that  the  report  embraced  two  subjects ;  firsts  the  action  of 
liie  annual  conferences  unon  the  question,  and,  secondly,  &e  oommu 
tfa0  Rev.  J.  Manh,  on  behalf  of  the  American  Ten^pevanee  Seaiety. 
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Mr.  mSMini  eo«lfan»dL  Tlitf  cWnoaiiof  ih^ooamiittae  ked  sod  Aat  dte  vepart 
had  two  objeota.  One  was  tbe  action  of  the  annual  conferences.  The  commitlae 
on  thia  point  roport  that  there  ia  not  a  oonatitntiQDal  nujority  for  tho  altenttioD  of 
the  present  rule.  The  second  was  the  formation  of  a  temperance  society.  Tfaa 
first  nad  failed^  and  now  they  were  called  upon  to  adoi>t  the  second.  He  was  a; 
temperance  man,,  a  member  of  many  temperance  societies,  and  had  not  the  least 
objection  to  become  a  member  of  another* 

Mr.  CoUiiM  iaanired  whether  he  was  to  undezatand  the  report  as  recommending 
the  adoption  of  tne  reiKxt  finom  the  Committee  on  BerisaL 

Mr.  Slioer  answered  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Ccdlins  said,  then  he  must  oppoae  that  featore  in  the  preamble  to  the  report^ 
and  moved  that  it  then  Ue  on  the  tablei  which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Collins  then  resumed.  Ue  must  oppose  it,  because  if  ther  passed  it,  they 
pledged  themselves  to  the  othar  report,  and  virtually  passed  that  also.  It  waa  easy 
enough  to  apnly  harsh  epithets,  to  kill  a  thing  by  giving  it  9  bad  name.  There 
was  an  old  adage  to  that  effect :  "  Give  a  dog  a  bad  n^e,'*  &c.  And  they  had 
lieard  it  said  that  te  get  on  one  side  of.  this  ijpeetion  was  mere  quibbling.  He  was 
not  afraid  to  march  up  to  his  responsibilities  anywhere.  ^  His  objection  was  osm 
which  must  be  at  the  door  of  every  man's  heart  and  conscience,  who  believed  they 
had  any  constitution  or  Discipline  at  aU.  This  vras  an  attempt,  a  design,  to  put 
that  into  the  Discipline  by  a  mora  minority,  which  could  not  be  ]^t  there  constitu- 
tionally. This  action  was  tried  constitutionally  in  1836,  and  fiuled,  and  again  in 
1840,  and  had  again  failed.  And  despairing  of  obtaining  a  nugority  in  the  manner 
pointed  oat  by  ue  DiseipLine,  it  was  now  sought  to  insert  a  new  rule  in  the  Gen^ 
nl  Boles  by  a  mere  mmority  vote  of  the  General  Conference.  He  claimed  to  b# 
aa  ardently  attached  to  the  temperance  pause  as  any  member  on  that  floor.  He 
had  embraced  its  principles  when  many  now'  present  ridiculed  and  repudiated 
Ifaem,  but  he  objected  to  any  new  test  of  membership  being  thus  introduced  inio 
the  Discipline.  This  was  a  ^  quibble,''  unquestionably.  Tney  would  never  get 
^  Church  by  a  coostitutional  vote  to  sanction  this  resolution.  He,  for  one,  would 
oppose  it  to  die  utmost  of  his  power.  Majorities  ought  to  be  cautious  how  the^ 
acted  in  matters  of  such  unportance  as  this,  ae  they  would  occasion  serious  rup- 
tures in  the  Church. 

Mr.  Early  thought  no  member  would  accuse  the  southern  members  of  being 
opposed  to  teflaperaace  principles,  or  of  being  too  fond  of  the  cup.  He  had  not 
tasted  a  dram  for  forty  years  past,  and  he  was  at  this  time  the  president  of  a  total 
abstinence  society,  numbering  one  dioasaiid  slayes  and  free  persons  of  colour ;  and 
whenever  he  could  find  an  opportunity  to  turn  fixmi  bis  pastor^  duties  he  lectured 
on  temperance.  There  were  none  about  him  who  were  not  temperance  maiL 
both  in  principle  and  practice.  But  they  saw  no  ground  for  the  introduction  of 
new  tests  of  membenhip,  and  had,  therefore,  gone  ajeainst  this  reoommendatiaa. 
If  the  General  Conference  passed  this  resolution  in  vioiatioa  of  constitutional  rules. 
Ihey  would  not  ^t  southern  men  to  enforce  it  He  referred  to  die  o<mstitutional 
vote  on  the  subject,  and  begged  the  conference  not  to  pass  a  rule  on  the  subject 
by  a  nuQori^  vote,  when  they  had  been  unable  to  pass  it  ccmstttutionally ;  he  beg  - 
-  ged  them  especiaUy  not  to  pass  it  at  this  time,  When  nine  of  their  members  wem 
absent  attending  to  other  duties.  He  moved  the  postponement  of  the  questioi^ 
"Which  vras  earned. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peak  aioyed  that  the  conference  now  take  up  the  report  of  the  Coi»- 
mittee  on  Bevisal. 

Report  of  ^  C&mmiitee  an  ike  Book  dmeern. 

An  amendmeat,  so  as  to  take  op  the  report  of  tbe  Craunittae  on  flie  Book  Gon> 
cBtUt  was  offered- 

Mr.  Ruter  hoped  the  rvpgrt  on  the  Book  Conoem  would  be  taken  up,  for  ttMj 
^Dold  not  get  at  the  odier  conatitntianaUy,  and  they  would  be  spending  their  tima 
tB  vain. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  taken  up. 

The  first  resolution  referred  to  the  reductioa  at  prioas  of  books  to  the  Tesaa 
pvsaohers,  or  allowing  sixty  per  cent  discount 

Mr.  Sandford  opposed  tms :  it  would  be  givinff  them  at  less  than  they  cost,  aqd 
speninff  a  door  to  the  public  to  beUeve  that  the  books  cost  much  less  than  they 
did.    The  motion  was  finally  adopted  on  a  much  modtfiad  scale. 
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•  Tlie  lecond  tesdlatkm  recommended  Ibe  jiftiblScfLlioii  of  «  diei^  edilHMi  of  ota 
•tandard  works. 

Mr'  Sandford  said  that  rach  pablkations  would  aenooBly  mjnre  the  sale  of  the 
better  editions.  Oor  standard  works  did  not  afford  a  great  jprofit  now,  and  if  die 
side  were  slower,  the  profit  would  be  less.  It  was  impossiDle  fer  the  Metfaodiat 
Episcopal  Book  Concem  to  compete  with  the  eheap  literatore  of  Uie  day,  and  Ike 
more  tney  attempted  it,  &e  more  would  they  iqure  the  institation  itself  and  ht 
bought  they  <mm  to  be  very  cautious  in  attempting  sncb  an  enterprise.  Pub- 
lishers, in  general,  allowed  but  little  discount;  be  thought  scarcely  enough;  and 
sold  a  single  coipy  of  a  work  at  almost  wholesale  price.  Would  the  preachers  fake 
^our  books  for  nie  without  discount?  And  if  not,  he  did  not  see  how  diey  could 
expect  to  get  out  such  an  edition  as  now  recommended*  He  deemed  it  an  utter 
impossibility ;  for,  if  done  at  aU,  it  must  be  in  such  a  wuy  as  would  afford  but 
HtUe  pecuniary  advantage  to  compensate  for  ^e  risk  and  lri)our.  If  the  preach- 
,  ers  would  give  up  theirprofit  for  the  sake  of  bringing  &ese  works  fredy  before 
the  public,  then  it  might  be  done,  but  he  thought  not  otherwise. 

Mr.  Strittgfield  said,  the  remari^s  of  brother  Sandford  were  entided  to  cansi- 
deration ;  but  pecuniary  profit  or  loss  was  a  small  thing  compared  with  the 
spread  of  piety  and  knowledee.  The  Book  Boom  of  the  Methodist  Epiaoopal 
Church  ought  not  to  be  behina  the  age.  The  people  were  leavine  it ;  ibey  could 
get  books  cheaper  from  parties  who  had  not  hau  the  capitalf  and  it  behooved  ibem 
to  meet  the  wants  of  their  people. 

Mr.  Sovereign  was  in  fevour-  of  theoreport.  Cheap  books  were  wanted,  and 
nnst  be  had ;  or  their  books  would  be  overlooked  by  the  public.  Within  his 
own  experience  he  could  havesoldfive  where  he  had  sola  one.  had  Aey  been  cheaper. 

Mr.  Green  did  not  believe  in  gettmg  up  a  cheap  edition-of  our  standard  wcn-ka. 
Our  standard  books  were  bougnt  to  be  put  into  libraries,  and  to  get  them  on 
cheap  paper  and  in  cheap  binding  would  have  an  injurious  effect  wbere  boobs 
were  likely  to  pass  throu£;h  but  one  edition,  it  might  be  well  to  get  them  up 
cheap ;  but  wim  the  standard  works,  he  would  radrer  go  for  improving  the  ps^Mr, 
bindmg,  and  printiuff,  and  makins  them  better,  instead  of  worse. 

Mr.  Wrigbt  thought  it  unadvisable  to  adopt  this  res(dutk>n.  The  saving  could 
onlj  be  realized  in  the  paper,  materials,  or  in  the  style  of  binding,  and  perhaps 

•  little  in  the  ink.    The  cost  of  press-work  would  be  the  same.    A  coarse  paper, 
<  where  stereotype  plates  were  used,  was  much  more  iigurious  than  fine  pqper. 

Two  editions  would  also  be  titmblesome. 

Mr.  Lane  agreed  with  the  last  speaker.  The  price  of  our  books  was  not 
higher  than  books  generally— ^ot  as  high,  if  die  materials  were  taken  intD  oonsi- 
deratbn.  With  books  of  tne  same  materials  Ihey  would  compare  to  great  advan- 
tage. The  agents  had  ample  means  of  ascertaining  this,  as  tbey  were  frequently 
eaUed  upon  to  purchase  books  not  in  their  catalogue.  Books  sold  at  the 
Book  Bwrm  for  seventy-five  cents,  were  sold  by  others  at  one  dollar,  and  olban 
in  the  same  proportion.  It  was  probable  &at  some  of  our  booka  ndgbt  be 
reduced  in  pnce,  and  they  trauld  be  so  reduced,  but  as  a  general  thing  it  would 
be  impossible  to  reduce  tnem  much  while  they  ^o wed  the  present  diaoount.  IT 
they  were  called  upon  to  publish  a  cheap  editien  of  the  stttidard  wmka,  tbey 
ishould  want  those  works  defined,  for  the  Graneral  Conferenoe  certMniy  would  not 
deem  it  advisdble  to  instruct  their  agents  to  publish  a  cheap  option  of  aQ  the 
standard  works.  There  must  be  a  aelMlion.  He  doubted  whether  any  real  good 
would  result  from  the  change. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Another  resolution  proposed  that  the  editora  of  the  oonlSneiiGe  newspsqpers  be 
instructed  to  confine  meir  obituaries  to  thirty  lines. 
I  Dr.  Elliott  sugffested  an  alteration  to  tbe  effect  that  coirespondento  be  dins 
instructed  instead  of  editors,  and  that  memoirs  as  wdl  as  obituaries  be  embraeed 
in  it  He  thought  correspondents  needed  cantion  on  tins  point  more  than  editan, 
for  die  latter  did  not  covet  these  long  notaees.  The  editors  would  willin^^y  oatiy 
out  the  resolution,  but  unless  they  were  shielded  by  the  General  Conference  itmj 
would  be  conAantly  liable  to  give  offence.  Such  a  change  would  have  a  happy 
•ffect  Qpon  the  literature  of  the  Cfauroh. 

Dr.  Duibm  would  amend  the  resolution  to  the  effect  that  editors  be  insttvelad 
to  confine  obituaries  and  memofav  to  the  smallest  practicable  space,  and  oorree- 
IKmdents  be  also  requested  to  draw  them  up  in  the  bdefeet  manner  poaailile, 
■miply  announcing  die  ftcts. 
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Dr.  Bond  Md  ttat  the  Attbctitiitd  ftiU  lea  the  responnMi^  with  te  edbora. 
That  would  be  of  no  couequeiioe,  if  no  evil  reauUed  to  the  peper.  The  editora 
weie  wilting  to  take  the  reqwnsibili^  ao.ier  as  thej  were  penonally  oratceme^ 
Imt  if  diey  gave  offence  it  waa  not  the  editora  who  Boffered,  bat  die  papers.  If 
Ihe  oooferenoe  wiahed  to  oarrj  oat  their  porpoae,  they  moat  definite^  preaciibe 
the  IhnitB  to  which  obitaariea  were  to  be  extended.  Thej  might  make  an  ezcen- 
tioa  in  &Tonr  e£  memoira,  but  the  evil  woold  remain ;  bit  it  woold  be  irapoaaiblB 
for  the  editaia  to  indnce  the  preachera^  to  make  the  diatmctioQ.  « Dr.  B.^  the* 
deftoribed  ^e  particidarity  with  which  the  obitnariea  were  written,  and  said  ha 
could  eaaily  aaderatand  how  the  preachera  were  drawn  mto  tfaia  minutonen. 
They  were  ^ypUed  to  by  the  family  of  the  deceased  to  write  the  account,  and  they 
naturally  enoosh  felt  an  ktoreat  in  every  event  connected  with  the  history  of 
their  departed  friend,  and  supposed  that  others  would  feel  the  same.  The  preacher 
was  disposed  to  gralafy  UieUt  and  thoughtlessly  threw  the  entire  responaibili^  of 
insertioa  or  njection  on  the  editor,  who  must  either  insert  the  whole  or  offend 
the  subscribers  who  are  the  friends  of  the  deceased.  Two  <'  squares"  would  b# 
enough  for  anv  obituary  notice.  All  that  was  intended  was,  that  the  trinmphawt 
death  should  be  recorcled  for  the  eooouraffement  of  those  who  were  still  on  their 
palgrimage,  Thia  was  the  whole  pith  of  the  matter.  It  was  easy  to  say  the  pei^ 
son  written  of  waa  converted  at  a  certain  time,  and  then  give  Us  testimony  attlie 
tame  of  his  death.  This  waa  what  was  intended;  not  merely  to  notify  to  friend* 
at  a  diatance  that  such  a  perton  was  dead,  but  to  record  the  testimony  he  finally 
here  to  the  power  and  efficacy  of  religion. 

Dr.  Peck  should  vote  for  the  substitute  proposed  by  Dr.  Dorbin— 4ie  thou^il 
would  be  d^Scult  to  make  a  rule  with  regard  to  the  length  of  auch  notieea. 

The  amendment  was  then  dk^rted. 

A  resolution  to  tbo  effect  that  all  books  sent  for  review  to  the  editors  of  tibe 
conference  publicatbna  should  be  preserved  b^  them  to  be  formed  into  an  edit» 
or's  libnurv,  which  should  be  handed  over  to  his  successor,  was  opposed  b^ 

Mr.  L.  M.  Lee,  on  the  ground  that  editora  ofttimes  trenched  'upon  thev  own 
time— time  that  should  be  devoted  to  rest— to  review  these  books.  Many  also 
were  received  that  were  not  fit  to  be  preserved,  in  such  a  Hbrazy. 

Mr.  Slker  spoke  in  fevour  of  the  resolntion*  which  was  adopted. 

Another  resolution  had  reference  \k^  the  reorganization  of  the  Book  Con^ 
mittee,  and  to  nuke  the  revision  of  works  for  publication  devolve  upon  the  editomt 
wlidch  £ave  rise  to  some  remarks  from  Dr.  Banea  on  the  subject  of  the  public** 
tion  of  bis  History  of  Methodism.  The  first  volume  waa  read  to  the  oommitte* 
with  full  explanations  of  the  plan  he  intended  to  pursue,  and  they  recomSMnded 
him  to  so  on  with  the  work,  but  they  did  not  read  the  aecond  vohime.  It  had 
been  said  the  operation  of  the  Boc^  Committee  had  clogged  the  action  of  the  agent% 
and  had  rendered  the  Book  Concern  less  profitable  tmui  it  otherwise  might  have 
been.  He  had  been  twenty-five  yeaza  a  member  of  that  committee,  and  had  na 
recollection  that  die  agents  ever  stopped  the  press  or  discharged  Uie  workmen 
for  want  of  books  to  print  On  the  other  hand,  the  agents  hut  said  they  cooU 
not  publish  all  the  volunses  recommended  by  the  committee.  Several  had  not 
been  published  to  this  day.  The  committee  hadlaboared  to  promote  the  proape* 
ri^  of  the  Concern. 

Mr.  £ariy  said,  hia  objections  were  against  the  syatom,  and  not  against  the  men^ 
w1k>  formed  the  oomnuttee.  He  thought  that,  with  ^e  great  advantsges  po^' 
aessed  by  the  Book  Concern,  the  profits  of  the  establishment  ought  to  be  areatprw 
He  did  not  want  these  profits  for  the  sake  of  investment,  but  that  they  mi^  haem 
neafear  fecilitiea  of  imjuurting  retigioas  instructions,  and  increase  the  cirootatioii  of 
meix  books  b^  reducmg  the  prices. 

The  resolution  waa  adopted. 

Dr.  Bond  reminded  the  conference  that  they  had  omittad  to  provide  for  the  aap* 
port  of  an  editor  or  agent  who  might  be  suspended  during  tile  interval  of  m 
eeneral  Conferencea,  which  provision,  after  some  e^qJanation,  was  said  to  ezistia 
the  resolution. 

The  report  was  adoptedt  and  the  conference  adjouned. 

WEDNEADAT,  JUNE  6. 

Report  oj  the  Misnonary  CommUUe. 
The  report  of  the  Missionary  Committee  was  read.    The  report  reoommendad 
—  alterations  in  the  constitutioii  of  the  Missionary  Society, 
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muBi  proposed  in  effect  to  take  the  power  of  filling'  vp  vaemciee,  anumg  the  tmooe 
offices,  ontof  the  hands  of  the  New-Yoik  Conferanoe,  and  i^aee  it  in  die  hands  of  die 
presiding  hisfaop.  * 

Dr.  Bond  said  that  the  proposed  amendment  would  not  effect  the  object  soog^ 
By  the  oonstitation  of  the  society  eyery  naniater  who  paid  twodc^larsa  yearwaaa 
member  of  the  Missionary  Board  t^  facUf  and  if  Bm:h  a  resolation  as  that  now 
fropoaed  should  ma,  the  brethren  m  the  nei^iboorfaood  coold  oome  to  the  board 
«Ba  carry  everytmns  by  a  mere  minority. 

Mr  Bioe  said  he  aid  not  see  how  they  ooald  deprire  life  membera  of  their  ri^ta 
without  first  retoming  them  their  money. 

Bfr  Finley  said  he  conld  not  let  this  matter  pass  withost  giving  his  views  apon 
it  He  thought  there  was  no  necessity  for  any  oonrespondin^  secretary  at  aU.  The 
office  had,  for  the  last  foar  years,  been  an  incabos  npm  their  opentions,  and  espe* 
cially  ii^orioas  to  die  oollections,  and  had  cost  the  society  |20,000.  And  now  he  saw 
m  the  ardde  before  them  a  provision  for  two  or  three  more,  the  secretary  being 
antfaorized  to  employ  as  many  a<  he  might  find  necessary,  so  that  they  would  have 
the  same  thing  upon  them  for  four  years  more.  He  could  not  see  what  such  a 
aecretary  could  have  to  do  except  travelling  about.  If  the  preachers  did  their  dn^, 
ihey  could  make  speeches  aa  well,  and  collect  as  much  money,  as  the  secretoiv; 
■mT  the  people  would  give  more  money  if  it  went  to  the  missfonaries  instead  of  ttie 
•eanetBnes.  They  must  at  least  shut  the  door  agmnst  an  unlimited  number  of 
aecretaries.  There  would  be  two  editors,  and  w%  could  not  the  assistant  editdr 
conduot  the  missionary  correspondenoe  t 

Mr.  Slicer  wished  to  know  what  the  ootresponding  seeretvieo  actnally  eoi^  and 

Che  table  i     *    "      '  " 


ahofuld  move  that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table  nndithat  informalioB  was  given. 
Blr.  Ames  said  he  was  glad  that  the  conference  wished  to  look  minutely  into  die 
— ndxtura  connected  vnth  their  institutions  and  officeia.  Every  officer  should  be 
to  strict  account  for  all  his  domgs.  It  had  been  a  matter  of  regret  to  him  thai 
officers  were  held  to  a  slitter  respcmsibiUty  than  those  of  any  other  section 
of  the  Christian  Church.  And  tms  laxity  of  disdpime  extended  through  their  whole 
system^  of  missionary  operations.  They  were  without  checks  and  balances,  and 
relied  implicitly  on  the  mere  auditing  of  accounts.  He  begged  at  dris  opportanity 
to  make  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject  of  corresponding  secretaries ;  and  would,  u 
the  conference  permitted  him,  read  a  communication  in  reference  to  himself  in  oon- 
BBotion  widi  the  office.  The  gentieman  then  read  a  letter  of  resignation,  which  he 
kad  prepared  three  years  ago,  but  was  dissuaded  from  presenting  it  at  his  amraal 
)  advice  of  Bishop  Roberts  and  other  mends.    The  comrannica- 


e,  bythef 

lion  assigned  several  reasons  why  the  writer  thought  his  office  and  its  expenditarea 
vmeceesary,  and  by  some  statistics  showed  that  the  increase  to  the  lundf  was  not  an 
•univalent.  The  reverend  gentleman  adverted  to  several  grants  which  by  negodap 
don  he  had  obtained  finom  the  government,  for  the  prosecution  of  Indian  and  otfaef 
ausaions—- mentioned  the  salary  allowed  him  while  in  theoffioe— that  while  fulfilling 
te  duties  he  had  travelled  unattended  and  alone  thousands  of  miles,  in  parts  of  the 
Montiy  where  militBiT  men  akme  had  ventured,  and  that  well  attended  and  weB 
armed.  Yet  he  had  done  nodiing  more  dian  was  requked  by  die  spirit  of  Metho- 
dist itinerancy,  and  had  only  actd  as  an  honest  man  in  die  discharge  of  the  dutiea 


die  Church  had  confided  to  him,  and  he  had  done  good  to  the  Church  by  obtaining 
help  firom  the  government  in  tibe  establishment  of  schools  and  missions .  He  shookl 
Bot  have  said  so  much  had  it  not  been  for  the  reports  prevalent  respecting  ihft 


office  of  corresponding  se 

Bir.  Finley 's  motion  for  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  the  assistant  editor  of  die 
CSiristian  Advocate  and  Journal  was  laid  on  the  table. 

It  was  then  reported  that  the  whole  expenses  of  the  dn«e  correanondiBg  aecre- 
Ivies,  for  the  four  yean  past^  had  been  upwafd  of  $20,000,  induding  travelling 
aspenseo. 

Dr.  Bann  said,  that  for  the  fonr  yean  he  held  die  offioe  he  was  aometimes  abaem 
fimr  a  month  at  a  time.  Letten  would  sometimes  arrive  durinff  that  absence,  and  ha 
got  a  fiiend  to  open  them,  aild  pnbli^  such  as  he  thought  fit  lor  publication.  This 
assistance  was  given  without  oampensatnn.  He  hfyped  they  would  not  crsmp 
their  officen  unnecessarily.  The  expense  should  not  be  the  only  consideratioiL  He 
was  in  favour  of  the  strictest  economy ;  but  he  begged  them  not  to  destroy  ap  effi* 
eient  officer,  merely  because  they  had  to  pay  him  a  salary.  Take  the  ssilaries  of 
travelling  preachen  in  the  aggregate  for  four  yean,  and  the  amoant  would  appear 
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VBiy  higel  The  MBde  witb  the  higfaopi.  B«t  would  Aey  cBipene  with  tfaOn 
fMcwue  of  that^  The  mx  biflfaops  hod  oost  for  the  four  yean  ahoat  $15,000.  He 
kaew  Boonetfamg  about  the  labonn  of  the  seeretuy's  office.  He  had  i>erformed  its 
dvties  fbr^teea  yeai%  and  never  received  one  cent,  and  be  had  done  it  with  great 
pieaanre.  By  means  of  tiiis  aociety  whole  oonferenoea  had  been  railed  np,  towns 
and  villages  cultivated,  and  brought  into  oonnectioD  with  Methodiam.  He  begged 
the  oonferenoe  not  to  take  any  meaanres  that  would  cramp  thia  portiDn  of  their  woiis. 
Whence  arose  this  iealoaay  f  What  had  the  New-Yoik  Conlerence  done  to  forfeit 
the  ooofidenoe  of  the  General  Conference  f  Had  they  betrayed  their  trust  in  any 
way  ?  Then  pray  remove  the  responsibility  to  some  other  conference,  but  do  not  g 
destroy  officers  that  are  necessary  to  cany  on  the  vrotk,  T 

Mr.  Ames  said,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Missionary  Socie^  paid  5  per 
oent  for  the  collection  of  their  funds,  whereas  other  Churches  were  paying  8  per 
cent.  The  money  subacribed  to 'that  society  had  gone  more  directly  to  the  object 
for  which  it  vras  subscribed,  than  was  the  case  in  any  other  society  whatever.  | 

Dr.  Capers  wished  to  say  a  few  words  is  reference  to  himself  as  one  of  the  score-  « 
taries.  He  did  not  like  speaking  of  himsdlf;  but  he  would  just  say,  that  durbg  j 
the  last  four  years  he  had  not  been  able  to  do  much  in  his  duties,  not  having  been     l  I 

afaie  to  travel  about.    Heneverwasmoreanxbosdwrinff  his  life  to  fulfil  his  duties,     I 
and.  he  had  some  encouragement  to  hope  that  he  had  not  been  an  unprofitable     I  | 

laboorer.    He  had  brought  sums  annuafiy  into  the  treasunr,  varying  from  $4,000     I  i 

to$lMHM).    He  took  not  this  to hhnself  any  more  than  he  did  all  the  good  tiiat  had  i 

been  done  by  the  Missionaiy  Society ;  but  he  had  thoaght  it  necessaiy  to  mik»  | 

•ome  explanation.  I 

The  resolution  vras  adopted. 

Mr.  CoUins  moved  to  strike  out  of  section  six  the  word  "  official,''  and  insert 
**  honorary." 

Dr.  Ban^  doubted  whether  this  could  be  done  oonstitutionaUy.  The  right  of 
bein^  official  members  was  given  by  the  constitution  on  certain  conditions,  whic^' 
oonditions  having  been  complied  with,  he  bought  gave  an  inalienable  right  to  the 
privilege.  They  might,  by  this  measure,  strike  a  blow  at  the  missionary  cans# 
which  It  might  not  recover  for  years. 

Mr.  Earty  thought  if  the  necessity  existed  for  the  change  it  should  be  mooted  by 
the  board  of  managers,  and  their  not  doing  so  was  a  virtual  admission,  and  indeed- 
eondusive  testimony,  that  the  privilege  had  not  been  abused.  i 

The  femendment  did  not  prevaiL 

Dr.  Bangs  offered  a  new  article,  to  take  the  place  of  Article  13,  whidi  he  wished 
to  recommend  to  the  board  of  managers.    The  conference  would  understand  that  ^ 

it  had  been  the  custom  of  the  boara  of  managers,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  to  make  an  appropriation  in  the  aggregate  of  $40,000  for  the  use  of  domestic 
Bussions,  which  the  bishops  were  authorized  to  draw  daring  the  year.  The  board 
of  managers  could  not  apportion  this  to  the  several  annual  conferences,  as  they  did 
not  know  where  most  of  the  missions  were.  And  in  the  distribution  of  this  sunt 
the  bishops  necessarily  interfered  with  each  other;  and  not  knowing  what  each 
otiier  had  drawn,  it  sometimes  occurred  that  they  drew  out  all  the  rands  before 
they  had  completed  their  visitations,  for  want  of  the  amount  being  properl^r  divided 
among  the  several  annual  conferences.  He  proposed  that  the  general  missionary  . 
committee  should  be  composed  of  members  trom  different  parts  of  the  wod:,  from 
the  bounds  d[  the  several  annual  conferences,  so  that  they  should  be  able  to  apportion 
to  each  district  its  proper  amount  There  had  been  no  such  board  constitated  that 
he  knew  of.  This  would  give  to  die  board  of  managers  a  discretionaxy  power,  bat 
they  would  have  the  additional  information  of  this  general  committee.  The  expense 
cf  their  assembling  would  probably  be  one  hundred  dollars ;  but  as  they  would 
come  from  different  parts,  and  all  be  missionary  men,  they  would  bring  a  large  .. 
addition  of  knowledge  and  information  to  the  board  of  managers. 

That  part  of  the  report  was  recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  such  av 
artide. 

The  second  part  of  the  repoit  was  then  taken  up,  which  had  reference  to  somd 
plan  for  nusing  increased  funds  for  the  missionary  cause.  The  committee  reported 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to  aeree  upon  any  plan  of  general  application. 

Bishop  Soule  said  he  had  indulged  me  hope  that  the  General  Conference  would 
have  fixed  upon  some  disciplinary  plan  of  finance,  which  could  have  been  carried 
out  in  all  the  departments  of  the  work,  for  ^e  purpose  of  securing  sufficient  funds 
ior  carrying  on  their  great  missionaiy  enterprises.    There  was  nothing  growing 
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gut  of  the  wwwiinmtwirtkw  of  Hie  papat  wbioh  <fid  not  Wiro  tfw  nmiud^xMifcwMtJe^ 
«id  the  Chaich  itaelf  as  much  oat  at  tea  as  ifaej  were  More.  Ho  conld  net  neiv 
ceive  that  there  ooold  be  aagr  pennanent  aaeceM  in  their  fioaoaoes  mdeaa  tibej  lad 
a  defined,  fixed,  nnifarm  plaii,  which  ahoold  go  oat  ander  the  lecammeodatioa  of 
that  General  Conference.  Withoat  rach  a  plan  eveiy  aunaal  coaference  weald 
hare  itaown  syatem  and  plan  of  operationv  and  they  ahoold  be  jnat  wfaefelhey  wefo 
before.  The  addreas  Bobmitled  by  the  aapeiintendents  to  the  General  Cooferenoe 
did  not  settle  apon  any  plan,  bat  it  did  settle  apon  a  neat  principle.  It  woold 
be  seen  b^  any  financier  who  would  look  at  the  report,  mat  the  aaggeation  had  not 
been  earned  oat. 

Dr.  Bangs  said  that  several  plans  had  been  before  the  committee,  bat  ttiey  ooold 
not  agree  respecting  any  one  of  them. 

Dr.  Capen  saggested  the  reoommitment  of  the  report. 

Mr.  Green  believed  tiiey  never  oonld  agree.  Tbey  coold  not  get  a  qnoram 
together.    The  present  oommittee  was  too  anmeroos  fcv  the  pwpaaes  of  bosineaa. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  had  no  obieotion,  with  one  anderstanding.    Tliey  ooold  not  do 
anything  effectoally,  unleas  the  conference  wodld  aUow  them  time  to  do  it  in^  and  < 
then  take  time  to  read  and  pasa  their  report. 

Dr.  Bangs  thought  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  any  committee  to  devise  a  pba 
that  wooldbe  eeneraUpr  aoceptable. 

Dr.  Capers  tnoaght  it  migfat  easily  be  done.  There  were  one  or  two  membeia 
of  the  committee  wha  pressed  their  peculiar  opinions  too  pertmacioaaly.  He  re> 
oommended  the  appointment  of  a  jodicioos  oommittee  of  five  for  the  parpoae,wloDb 
was  adopted. 

Resolution  on  the  Number  of  Bish^. 

Mr.  Cartwright  moved  the  following  resolution:— 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  xnstmoted  to  report  the  nom- 
ber  of  bishc^B,  if  any,  that  are  to  be  elected,  and  that  the  conferenoe  proceed  to 
the  election  of  its  officers  to-monow  moming.'*  He  had  no  seUcitude  aboat  tim 
matter,  beyond  the  fisct  that  it  was  necessary  that  they  draw  these  important  mat- 
ters  to  a  close.  They  mast  have  these  questions  settled  and  fixed.  Tney  were  on 
the  eve  of  an  adjournment,  and  it  behooved  them  to  get  through  the  bosaness  as 
espeditiously  as  possible. 

Mr.  G.  F.  Pierce  said,  that  in  addition  to  other  objections  against  the  vesohitiQn 
was  the  difficulty  still  existing  in  Bishop  Andrew's  case.  The  episcopacy,  or  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy,  must  define  his  position  before  they  oomd  aaj  how 
many  bishop  were  to  be  ejected;  and  the  nature  of  the  resolution  passed  by  that 
conference,  m  his  case,  most  first  be  settled. 

Dr.  Paine  said  that  it  was  inqMUtant  for  the  committee  to  know  what  rebtioii  Bishoij^ 
Andrew  now  stood  in.  The  episcopacy  had  recommended  six  efficient  men  as  m 
requisite  strength  of  the  supenntendency,  and  he  did  not  see  how  they  ooold  da 
anything  until  that  point  vras  settled. 

The  conference  tnen  adioamed. 


unrnvooK  sxssioii. 
DeelaraHon  of  ike  Souihem  Membert. 

Mr.  Lonffstreet  presented  the  following  document:— 

"  The  delegates  of  the  conferences  in  Uie  slaveholding  states  take  leave  to  declare 
to  the  Genend  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  that  the  oontinoed 
agitation  on  the  sul^ject  of  slaveij  and  abolition  in  a  portion  of  the  Chnrdi,*-tfae 
ftequent  action  on  that  subject  m  ike  General  Conference, — and  especially  the 
extra-judicial  {nnceedings  against  Bishop  Andrew,  which  resulted,  on  Satoidav  last, 
in  the  virtual  suspension  of  him  from  his  office  as  superintendent,— must  proonoe  a 
state  of  things  in  the  south  which  rendms  a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that 
(General  Conference  over  these  conferences  inconsistent  with  uie  saocess  of  the 
ministiy  in  the  slaveholding  states. 

**  Virginia  Confer ence.'-^QkiR  Early,  W.  A.  Bmi^  Thomas  Crowder,  henf 
M.  Lee. 

**  Kentucky,-^!!.  B.  Bascom,  William  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanan^  Edwaid  Ste- 
tenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  G.  W.  Brush. 

"  Mit§ouri,-^W.  W.  Bedmaa,  Willaim  Patton,  J.  C.  Berryman,  J.  M.  Jameson 

"  HoUion^^lSf.  F.  Sevier,  B.  Patton,  Thomas  StringfiehL 
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OMTfla.— O.  F.  Pieroe,  WiUiaiii  J.  Parki,  L.  Pwrca,  J.  W.  (Hem,  J.  L 
Evans,  A.  B.  LoDgstreet 

"  A<>WA  Carati«a.— James  Jamieaon,  Peter  Doab,  B.  T.  Blake. 

"  iZfifM^.— J.  Stamper. 

<'irempftM.--G.  W.  D.  Harriai  Wm.  ATMahan,  Thomas  Joyner,  8.  S.  Mood}". 

"  JrikmwM.— John  C.  Faifcer/ William  P.  Badcliffe,  Andrew  Hunter. 

"ilfM«»Mippi'.— William  Winaos,  B.  M.  Drake,  John  Lane,  O.  M.  Bogen. 

"  Tex<u. — Littleton  Fowler. 

"Alabama. — Jesse  Boring,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  W.  Mnirah,  G.  Garret 

"  7<fiMes«e«.— Robert  Pame,  John  B.  MTerrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Maddin. 

**  Sovik  Carolina—W.  Capei;s,  William  M.  Wightman,  Charles  Betts,  S.  Ihm 
wody,  H.  A.  C.  Walker."  » 

Dr.  dliott  said  he  thought  the  best  present  disposition  of  that  document  would    I 
be  to  refer  it  to  a  committee  of  nine. 

Mr.  Sandfrird  said  he  had  some  objections  to  that  motion  in  the  present  form  of 
the  communication  iust  read.  It  alleged  what  he  presumed  the  General  Confer- 
ence would  not  aomit,  that  there  had  been  extrarjudicial  proceedings  against 
Bishop  Andrew.  Fof*  one  he  denied  that  that  was  the  fact  and  he  supposed  a 
minority  of  the  conference  would  coincide  in  that  view  of  the  matter,  ana  he  did 
not  see  how  they  oouJd  allow  a  paper  to  come  under  their  action  which  alleged 
that  which  they  did  not  believe  ^to  be  true.  He  was  aware  that  during  the  disons- 
sion  speakers  on  the  other  side  had  sud  this  was  the  case,  but  it  was  expressly 
disavowed  on  the  floor  of  that  conference ;  and  he  knew  that  the  member  who 
had  presented  the  document  now  before  them  had  said,  just  before  the  vote  was' 
taken,  that  unless  he^heard  some  expression  to  the  contrary,  he  should  take  the 
meaning  attached  to  it  by  the  friend  of  the  mover  .as  its  i>roper  meaning.  He 
(Mr.  S.)  heard  no  response  in  contradiction  to  the  construction  thus  put  upon  th» 
resolution.  How  then  could  it  come  to  pass  that  men  who  heard  ibis  avowal 
oould  now  come  forward  and  say  that  this  conference  had  been  guilty  of  an  extn^ 
judicial  actT  To  him  iSbe  course  taken  appeared  as  a  direct  insult  to  that  body, 
and  such  as  they  should  not  yield  to.  Let  those  who  had  presented  this  paper  * 
make  a  communication  according  to  existing  and  acknowledged  facts,  but  not  i 
asserting  what  the  General  Conference  denied  to  be  true.  If  they  thought  the  ' 
proposed  coarse  necessary,  let  them  say  so  without  adding  insult  thereto,  and  the 
eonference  would  hear  them,  but  he  could  not  consent  to  naving  such  a  paper  as 
the  present  one  referred  to  a  committee. 

Mr,  Longstreet  said  he  believed  this  was  the  third  speech  they  had  had  from 
that  brother  on  the  subject  of  the  sentence,  or  advice,  or  counsel,  or  whatever 
name  they  choose  to  sive  the  action  on  Saturday  against  the  bishop,  and  had  hoped 
that  in  some  one  of  uose  speeches  he  would  have  told  thein  how  he  did  unaer-  | 
stimd  that  action.  He  (Mr.  L.)  had  striven  to  get  at  it  in  vain.  When  he  rose 
some  days  aso  to  address  the  conference,  he  remarked  that  there  was  some  ambi- 
guity in  the  form  of  the  resohition,  but  that  the  plain  import  of  its  lanffuage  was, 
when  taken  in  connection  vrith  the  &cts,  mando^Try— -imperative  was  his  word— > 
and  that  he  should  thus  understand  it  unless  he  was  corrected  by  somebody. 
Nobody  did  correct  him,  nor  did  he  hear,  until  Dr.  Durbin  got  up,  nrom  the  Upa 
of  any  one  that  he  had  misinterpreted  the  resolution.  After  that  explanation  he 
(Mr.  L.)  said  then,  unless  he  was  corrected  he  should  undeivtand  it  as  so  explained, 
and  nobody  objected,  so  he  was  at  liberty  to  understand  it  either  vray .'  He  could 
not  have  conceived  t)yit  that  conference  could  have  taken  a  position  so  strictly 
ambiguous.  When  an  explanatory  resohition  on  the  subject  was  introduced  tlie 
other  day,  Mr.  Sandford  rose  and  said,  that  he  thought  it  very  plain,  but  he  never 
told  us  how  he  viewed  it  The  vote  of  this  conference  against  the  south  was  then 
both  mandatory  and  advisory  WiU  any  one  dispute  thatf  [No  answer.]  Well, 
now,  it  is  not  disputed!  Will  that  brother  tell  us  how  he  understood  it?  Then 
it  appears  to  me  we  are  thrown  back  upon  its  plain  le^timate  terms,  which,  in 
connection  with  the  fects,  make  it  mandatory  upon  the  bishop.  Why  Y  .  Because  • 
you  substituted  it  fer  &e  request,  and  chansea  the  terms  to  *'it  is  the  sense  of 
this  conference,"  &c  What  was  the  use  of  the  substitute  unless  it  was  the  design 
of  this  conference,  which  he  could  not  believe,  to  have  two  or  three  positions  oa  L 
which  each  man  could  take  his^  stand  to  explain  his  views.  Then,  he  should  main-  |i 
tain,  it  was  a  sentence ;  and  did  their  saying  so  insult  the  conference  f  Now,  a  ' 
Judicial  sentence  is  one  in  which  the  tribunal  having  cognizance  of  the  case  pro. 
nounces  its  judgment  after  due  forms  of  law,  on  the  miding  of  a  co&rt  or  jory,  mar 
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heamg  all  the  circnmatances  of  the  case.  But  had  there  been  one  single  lentence 
in  this  whole  proceeding  which  partakes  of  a  judicial  proceeding  ?  Certainly  not. 
Then  the  resolation  was  the  sense  of  the  honse  expressed  extra-judicially. 

Nothing  (said  Mr.  L.)  could  have  been  farther  fixnn  our  intention  than  to  ofier 
an  insult  to  this  body.  We  have  now  the  calmness  of  despair.  This  has  been 
thrown  out  as  an  olive  branch  of  peace.  It  is  hoped  that  we  can  now  meet  on 
some  coamum  ground,  for  the  thing  is  done,  and  the  mischief  is  accomplished,  and 
now  we  are  in  a  situation  to  come  tog^ether,  and  viewing  the  wreck,  see  what  we 
can  save  from  it     We  express  our  opinion  that  it  is  no  longer  desirable  that  this 

1  conference  should  have  jurisdiction.  This  continual  harassing  us  on  a  subject  from 
which  we  cannot  escape,  only  brings  us  to  quarrel  with  each  other.  Now  the 
Question  is,  whether  we  cannot  meet  with  something  that  will  harmonize  us  all. 
£et  me  reliev^  the  persons  who  present  that  paper  from  any  intention  to  insuU  or 
cast  fire-brands  into  this  conference.  The  word  objected  to  is  so  commonly  used 
with  reference  to  the  recent  action  of  this  conference  that  it  has  become  a  house- 
hold word  with  us,  and  I  regret  that  that  brother  should  so  generally  take  these 
verbal  exceptions,  and  shouul  exhibit  this  moibid  sensibiUtY  about  mere  words. 
I  regret  that  ne  has  not  more  charity  than  to  suppose  that  the  fifty-two  should  design 
]    to  insult  the  one  hundred  and  twen^-eight. 

Mr.  Sandlbrd  explained,  that  he  did  not  attribute  design  in  the  matter.  ^ 
Mr.  LongBtreet.    Then  it  is  an  insult,  which  the  fifty-two  had  not  capacity  to  dia- 
'  cover.     At  the  request  of  the  President,  Mr.  Lon^street  further  defined  and  illus- 
treted  what  he  conceived  to  be  meant  by  a  judicial  act.    A  man  must  be  brought 
to  the  jud^ent  of  a  conrt  of  some  kind,  according  to  the  forms  of  law  necessary 
to  brin^  him  within  the  range  of  the  judge's  power,  when  jby  due  form  he  is  put 
npon  his  trial,  and  the  jury  or  court,  having  heard  him,  sentence  is  passed  njpon 
him,  and  such  sentence  I  take  to  be  a  judicial  sentence.    But  if  brought  up  with- 
out any  precept  bavins  been  directed  to  him  setting  forth  the  accusation ;  and  ii^ 
without  examination  of  witnesses,  he  is  made  to  testify  against  himself  and  out  of 
that  testimony  ate  extracted  the  charges  against  him,  the  prosecutors  being  the 
J  parties  against  whom  the  alleged  offence  has  been  committed,  the  prosecutors 
I   I    trying  him,  and  pronouncing  sentence  without  forms  of  law,  and  witnout  exam- 
inmg  witnesses,  then  it  is  truly  and  properly  an  extrarjudicial  act. 

Dr.  Olin  said,  his  object  was  merely  to  speak  to  the  point  on  which  Mr.  Long- 
street  had  expressed  mmself.     He  had  several  times  been  addressed  on  the  sub- 
ject as  having  taken  part  in  explaining  the  resolution  of  Saturday.     He  wished  not 
to  utter  a  word  that  should  wound  any  one's  feelings,  nor  did  he  mean  to  express 
any  one's  opinion  but  his  own.    He  was  surprised  the  other  day,  when  bretnren 
I       who  voted  against  a  resolution,  brQUght  in  another  resolution  to  define  its  meaning, 
\       by  actinff  on  which  it  seemed  to  him  they  should  be  placed  in  difficulties.    They 
had  used  language  which  to  him  had  appeared  unambiguous ;  and  yet  if  a  hun- 
dred men  were  asked  how  they  understood  those  words,  they  might  put  a  differ- 
ent construction  upon  them,  so  difficult  was  it  to  define  distinctly  the  meaning  of 
terms  unless  diawn  up  in  a  legal  form,  or  unless  it  was  some  peculiar  technictoi^ 
of  language  to  which  proverbial  use  had  assi^ed  a  definite,  and  distinct  meaning. 
Different  minds  mi^ht  take  different  views  without  any  intention  of  trickery,  or  df 
doming  by  indirection  to  that  which  they  could  not  reach  by  direct  means.    He 
(Dr.  p.)  had  said  prior  to  his  vote  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  that  if  that  reso- 
lation  were  at  all  to  be  considered  as  judicial  or  punitive,  or  if  it  were  even  so 
much  as  a  censure,  from  which  he  thought  himself  oound  to  refi*ain,  he  would  not 
support,  but  would  oppose  the  resolution.    He  thought,  however,  that  the  confer> 
ence  had  power  over  a  bishop,  something  like  that  which  a  bishop  bed  over  a 
preacher.    Thus,  if  a  preacher  placed  in  Uie  south,  who  was  otherwise  a  true  and 
good  man,  were  to  become  a  violent  abolitionist,  and  excite  the  whole  country 
against  himself,  the  bishqp  would  have  power  to  remove  such  a  man,  and  would  be 
expected  to  exercise  that  power.    Now  he  was  aware  there  had  been  some  doubt 
*  as  to  whetber  the  conference  had  the  power  to  act  as  &ey  did ;  and  he  thought 
1  they  had  only  put  forth  a  prudential  power  to  remove  or  prevent  an  evil ;  and  if 
I  in  doing  so  they  had  pressed  hard  upon  an  individual,  they  did  not  mean  to  s^ 
J  diathe  was  criminal,  they  only  sought  to  remove  the  evil,  and  to  save  the  Church. 
'  This  he  (Dr.  O.)  conceived  he  was  doing  b^  his  vote  on  Saturday.    He  never  sup- 
posed the  proceeding  was  judicial  or  punitive,  but  that  it  was  only  the  putting 
forth  of  a  power  conceded  on  all  hands  as  incidental  to  the  Genenu  Conference. 
mdA  arising  oat  of  its  relation  to  the  episcopacy,  and  which  had  always  been  pLeaa 
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vi/hatL  iSbmr  eneaaea  spoke  of  the  great  power  of  the  epiflcop«cy ;  and  he  conaiderod 
that  Bishop  Andrew  was  not  poniahedi  was  not  tn^;  that  the  conference  did 
not  depose  nim,  nor  in  the  le^  meaning,  or  consequences  of  the  terms  empWed 
in  that  resolution  did  he  consider  that  the  bishop  was  in  any  way  disqualified  from 
perfonmng  the  functions  of  his  office.  His  acts  now  would  not  he  inyalid,  though 
constitutionally  he  would  be  liable  to  appear  before  the  next  General  Conference, 
and  answer  for  his  conduct  He  would  mibody  his  sentiments  in  the  form.of  reso- 
lutions, which,  however,  he  would  not  press  u|k>n  the  conference.  I 

"  Resolved,  That  thia  conference  does  not  consider  its  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop      .  | 

Andrew  as  either  judicial  or  punitiye,  but  as  a  prudential  regulation  for  the  secu-     * 
rity  and  welfiire  of  the  Church. 

**  Resolved,  That  having  made  a  solemn  declaration  of  what,  in  their  judgment,  i 

the  safety  and  peace  of  the  Church  require,  it  is  not  necessary  or  proper  to  express    t 
any  opimon  as  to  what  amount  of  respect  may  justly  bd.ong  to  tbeir  action  in  the 
premises.*' 

He  (Dr.  Olin^  did  Uot  mean  to  affirm  or  deny  the  right  of  the  conference  to 
express  its  opimon,  but  in  what  was  designed  to  affect  the  character  of  another, 
Aey  should  not  do  that  which  it  became  only  a  judicial  tribunal  to  do.  The  act 
U  executive.  The  functions  of  the  bishop  shomd  not  be  interrupted ;  that  belonged 
to  the  power  before  whom  he  might  hereafter  be  brought,  and  who  were  the  pro- 
per parties  to  explain  the  meaning  of  this  resolution. 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  6. 
Bishop  Hedding*t  CommunicaUon. 

Bishop  Hedding  said,  he  desired  to  say  a  few  wends  in  reladon  to  himself  and 
h  was  always  a  great  cross  for  him  to  speak  of  himself.  He  referred  to  a  remark 
made  yesterday,  by  the  committee  on  epwcoiMM^,  that  the^  did  not  know  htrtf 
many  effective  bishops  they  had.  He  desired  to  say,  that  if  he  was  rightly  i»- 
fbmied,  to-morTOw,  if  he  should  live  so  long,  he  would  be  sixty  years  old,  and  he 
had  been  in  the  ministry  foity*<hree  years  anid  a  half.  He  was  admitted  on  trial  in 
the  New*York  Conference,  in  1801.  He  travelled  the  following  year  a  hard  cir* 
imit  He  travelled  in  several  other  conferences  until  1824.  He  had  never 
bad  a  day's  ill  health  until  1803.  His  health  had  been  destroyed  by  hard  work, 
while  in  the  New-Hampshire  Conference.  He  had  always  since  been  labonring 
under  hifirmities,  wluch  he  had  never  been  able  to  get  clear  of  entirely  to  this  day. 
He  lud,  nevertheless,  taken  his  part  of  the  work,^8od  had  never  flinched  from  the 
performance  of  the  duties  assigned  him.  The  breithren  knew  that  he  received  tha 
office  with  reluctance,  and  it  nad  been  a  burden  te  him  ever  since.  In  1838  ooih 
ferenee  said  that  he  should  not  be  under  any  obligation  to  do  more  work  than  he 
was  able  to  do,  and  in  1836  the^  confirmed  their  former  actions.  He  had  thou^ 
to  have  resigjiied  his  office  at  this  time,  but  he  would  not  do  it  now,  under  the  oirv 
.oamstanoes  m  which  conference  was  placed,  but  would  leave  it  to  them,  or  to 
Providence,  to  say  what  vras  beat  to  be  done.  His  health  was  good  now,  but  he 
could  not  do  so  much  work  as  formerly.  He  could  get  along  very  well  if  he  oould 
live  easy.  He  was  of  such  a  constitution  that  when  he  had  anything  to  do,  or  ^ 
otiien  thought  that  he  had  duties  to  perform,  he  could  not  help  attending  to  them 
without  re^ird  to  his  health. 

Bishop  Hedding  then  gave  a  most  intereslang  and  delightful  aocomitof  the  state 
off  his  mind  as  related  to  his  religious  eigoyments.    He  assured  the  brethren  that 

»  felt  a  growing  confidence  in  his  Redeemer,  more  i 


1m  felt  a  growing  confidence  in  his  Redeemer,  more  abounding  joys  and  consolations 
fiom  the  mdwemng  of  the  Holy  Sphit.  and  that  he  had  unclooded  prospects  of 
dwelling  vrith  God  fer  ever  in  his  kmgdom  of  everlasting  life. 

The  Protest  of  the  Mtnority  in  the  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew* 

Mr.  Eaily  moved  that  Dr.  Bmoom  have  leave  to  read  the  Protest  of  the  southsn 
brethren  in  relatkm  to  the  action  of  the  oooferenoe  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew. 
Dr.  Basoom  read  the  foDowinff 


"  In  behalf  of  thirteen  annual  conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Choreh,  and 
jxntions  of  the  ministry  and  membership  of  several  other  conferencea,  embracing 
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neaxif  ^«  dwownul  mmistei*,  tnyeDing  and  local,  and  a  meahtmAaf 
fire  nnxidied  dioafland,  oonstftationany  represented  in  dm  General  Ccmu 
the  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  delegates  of  the  BeveraL  annoal  conSsrences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  after  matnre  reflectiimy  impelled  bj  conTictioos  wo 
cannot  resist,  and  in  coofbrmi^  with  the  lijghts  and  osa^es  of  minorities,  in  the  in- 
stance of  deUberative  assemblies  and  judicial  tribonals,  m  similar  ditnunstances  of 
division  and  disagreement,  Do  mo§t  toUmnly,  and  in  dmefonn,  protett  against  the 
recent  act  of  a  miyority  of  this  General  Conmrenoe,  in  an  attempt,  as  onderatood  bj 
Ifae  minority,  to  de^nde  and  ponish  the  Bey.  James  O.  An<hew,  one  of  die  bishops 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  declaring  it  to  be  the  sense  or  judment  of  ue 
General  Conference  that  he  desist  from  the  exercise  of  his  episcopal  functiooB, 
without  the  exhibition  of  anv  alleged  offence  against  the  laws  or  discipline  of  the 
Church,  without  form  of  trial,  or  legal  conviction  of  any  kind,  and  in  the  absence 
of  any  charge  of  want  of  qualification  or  faithfulness  in  the  performance  of  die 
duties  pertaining  to  his  office. 

**  We  protest  against  die  act  of  the  minority  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  as 
extrarjumdal  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  being  bodi  without  law,  azid  contraiy  to 
Jaw.  We  protett  against  the  act  because  we  recognize  in  this  General  Conference 
no  right,  'power,  or  authority,' ministerial,  judicial,  or  administrative,  to  suspend  or 
depose  a  mshop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  odierwise  subject  him  to 

"^ *"         '    "  ..--«-        .  ...        -  ^  charge  or 

the  viobtiaa 
»blip;ation  cf  the  Church,  and  also  upon 
conviction  of  such  charge  afiter  due*  hrmoi  tnaL-  We  protett  against  the  act  in 
question  as  a  vioUtion  of  the  fundamental  law,  usually  known  as  the  conmromjae 
uiw  of  the  Churoh,  on  the  subject  of  slavery — ^die  only  law  which  can  be  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  the  assertian  and  maintenance  of 
which,  until  it  is  constitutionally  revoked,  is  guarantied  by  the  honour  and  good 
Ihith  of  this  body,  as  the  representBtive  assembly  of  the  tfairty^three  annnal  oon- 
ierenoes  known  as  contracting  parties  in  the  premises. 

"  And  fte  protett  against  Ike  net  further ,  as  an  attempt  to  establish  a  dansemoa 
precedent,  subversive  of  the  union  and  stability  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cnnroh, 
and  espemUy  as  placing  in  jeopardy  the  general  superintendency  of  me  Church, 
by  sutrjeetinf  any  bishop  of  the  Church  at  any  time  to  the  wHl  and  caprice  of  a 
ttu^iority  of  uie  General  Conference,  not  only  without  law,  but  in  defiance  of  the 
restraintB  and  provisions  of  law.  The  undersigned,  a  minority  of  the  Cieneral  Cofr> 
fisrence,  in  protettrng,  as  they  do,  a^^sinst  the  late  act  of  the  nugorily ,  in  the  virtual  ana- 
pension  of  Bishop  Andrew,  raaard  it  as  due  to  themselves  and  those  they  represent^ 
as  well  as  to  the  character  anomterests  of  the  Church  at  large,  to  declare,  b}r  solemii 
and  formal  avowal,  that  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  entire  subject,  in  aO  its 
relations  and  bearings,  they  protest  as  above,  for  the  reasons  and  upon  the  groonda 
following,  viz.,  Ist.  The  proceeding  against  Bishop  Andrew  m  this  Greneral  Conficr- 
enoe  has  been  upon  the  assninption  ibat  he  is  connected  with  skvei^— that  he  is 
the  legal  holder  uid  owner  of  slave  proper^.  On  the  subject  of  slaveiy  m  the  Metho- 
dist ]^iscopal  Churoh,  both  as  it  regards  the  ministry  and  membership,  we  have 
spedal  law,  upon  which  the  abjudication  of  all  mrestions  of  slavery  must,  by  ini> 
^tion  of  law,  proceed.  The  case  oi  Bishop  Androw,  therefore,  presents  a  simple 
question  of  law  and  fiu;t,  and  the  undersigned  cannot  consent  that  the  force  of  dr- 
eumstances  and  other  merely  extrinsic  considerations  shall  be  allowed  to  lead  to 
any  issue,  except  that  indicated  by  the  law  end  the  facts  in  the  case.  In  the  late 
act  of  the  miQonty,  law,  express  law,  is  appealed  finom,  and  expediency  in  view  of 
cinmmstanoea— relative  profHiety—- assuoied  necessity,  is  substituted  in  its  place  as 
a  rule  of  judgmrat.  It  is  assumed,  and  the  assumption  acted  upon,  that  expediency 
may  have  jurisdiction  even  in  the  presence  of  law— 4he  law,  too,  being  special,  and 
<soverinff  the  case,  in  terms.  In  the  absence  of  law,  it  might  be  competent  for  the 
General  Conferenoe  to  act  upon  other  grounds ;  this  is  not  disputea,  nor  yet  that 
it  would  have  been  competent  for  the  conference  to  proceed  upon  the  forma  of 
law— but  that  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a  special  enactment,  having  all  the  force 
of  a  common  public  charter,  can  be  rightfo]l;y[  waived  in  practice,  at  the  nroui  ' 
of  a  fhgitive  unsetded  expediency,  is  a  position  the  undersigned  regua  not  i 
ly  as  erroneous,  but  as  fraught  widi  danger  to  the  best  interests  of  die  Church. 

**  The  law  of  the  Church  on  slavery  has  always  existed'  since  1785,  but  especi- 
ally since  1804,  and  in  view  of  the  acyustment  of  the  whole  subject,  in  1816,  as  a 
inrtu€ti,  though  informal,  contract  of  mntual  concettion  and  forbearance,  tietween 
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fbB  xkorth  and  the  8oath»  &en,  as  now,  known  and  ezisttnff  as  dSatinct  parties,  in 
relation  to  the  vexed  questions  of  slavery  and  abolition.  Those  conferences  foond 
in  states  where  slavery  prevailed  oonstitatin^  the  southern  part^,  and  those  in  the 
iion-slaveholding  states  the  northern,  exceptions  to  the  rule  bemg  found  in  both. 
The  rights  of  the  le^  owners  of  slaves,  in  all  the  slaveholding  states,  are  guaran- 
tied by.  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the>  local  constitutions  of  the 
•tates  respectively,  as  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  minister  and 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States' 
sovemment  professes  subjection,  and  pledgee  himself  to  submit,  as  an  article  of 
Christian  fiuu,  in  the  common  creed  of  the  Church.  Domestic  slavery,  therefore, 
wherever  it  exists  in  this  country,  is  a  civil  regulation,  existing  under  the  highest 
•auctions  of  constitutional  and  municipal  law  Imown  to  the  tribunals  of  the  countiy, 
and  It  has  always  been  assumed  at  the  south,  and  relied  upon  as  correct,  that  the 
north  or  non-slaveholding  states  had  no  right,  civil  or  moiv,  to  interfere  with  re- 
lations and  interests  thus  secured  to  the  people  of  tiie  south  by  all  the  graver 
forms  of  law  and  social  order,  and  that  it  cannot  be  done  without  an  abuse  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  citizenship.  The  people  of  the  north,  however,  have 
ehumed  to  think  diSerentiy,  and  have  unifennl^  acted  toward  the  south  in  accord- 
ance with  such  opposition  of  opinion.  Precisely  in  accoidance,  too,  with  this 
state  of  things,  as  it  regards  the  general  population  of  the  north  and  soutii,  re- 
spectively, the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  nas  been  divided  in  opinion  and  feeling 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abdition  since  its  organizatian  in  1784 :  two  separate 
and  distinct  parties  have  always  existed.  The  southern  conferences,  in  agreeing  to 
the  main  principles  of  the  compromise  law  in  1804  and  1816,  conceded  by  express 
stipulation  their  right  to  resist  northern  interference  in  any  form,  upon  the  condi- 
tion, pledged  by  the  north,  that  while  the  whole  Churdkf  by  common  consent, 
united  in  proper  effort  for  the  mitigation  and  final  removal  of  the  evil  of  slavery, 
the  north  was  not  to  interfere,  by  excluding  from  membership  or  mbiisterial  office 
in  tiie  Church,  persons  owning  and  holding  slaves  in  states  where  emancipation 
is  not  practicable,  and  where  me  liberated  uave  is  not  pennitted  to  enjoj  ireedom. 
Such  was  the  compact  of  1804  and  1816,  finally  agreea  to  by  the  paroes  after  a 
long  and  fearful  struggle,  and  such  is  the  compact  now^ — ^the  proof  being  derived 
finom  history  and  the  testimony  of  living  witnesses.  And  is  it  possible  to  suppose 
that  tile  original  purpose  and  mtended  application  of  the  law  was  not  designed  to 
embrace  every  member,  minister,  order,  and  officer  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  ?  Is  the  idea  of  excepted  cases  allowable  by  fidr  construction  of  the  law  t 
Do  not  the  reasons  and  intenmnent  of  the  law  place  it  beyond  donbt,  that  every 
conceivable  case  of  alleged  misconduct  that  can  anse,  connected  with  slaveiy  or 
abolition,  is  to  be  subjected  by  consent  and  contract  of  parties  to  tiie  jurisdiction  of 
this  great  conservative  arrangement  f 

Is  there  anything  in  the  law  or  its  reasons  creating  an  exception  in  the  instance 
of  bidiops  t  Would  the  south  have  entered  into  the  arrangement,  or  in  any  form 
consentai  to  the  law,  had  it  been  intimated  by  the  north  that  bishops  must  be  an 
exception  to  the  rule  7  Are  the  virtuous  dead  of  the  north  to  be  slandered  by  the 
supposition  that  they  intended  to  except  bishops,  and  thus  accomplished  their  pur- 
poses, in  negotiation  with  the  south,  by  a  resort  to  deceptive  md  dishonourable 
means  T  If  bishops  are  not  named,  no  more  are  presiding  elders,  agents,  editors  — 
or,  indeed,  any  other  officers  of  the  Church,  who  are  nevei&eless  included,  although 
the  same  rule  of  construction  would  except  them  alsy.  The  enactment  was  for  an 
entire  people,  east,  west,  north,  and  soutii.  It  was^  wr  the  Church,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  It— tor  the  common  weal  of  the  body — and  is,  therefore,  universal  and  unre- 
stricted in  its  application ;  and  no  poMibie  case  can  be  settied  upon  any  other  prin- 
ciples, without  a  direct  violation  of  this  law  both  in  fact  and  form.  The  law  bein^ 
wnat  we  have  assumed,  any  violation  of  it,  whatever  may  be  its  form  or  mode,  is 
tfi  certainly  a  breach  of  good  fidth  as  an  infringement  of  law.  It  must  be  seen,  firom 
ihe  manner  in  which  the  compromise  was  effected,  in  the  shape  of  a  law,  agreed 
to  by  equal  contracting  parties,  "  the  several  annual  conferences,'*  after  long  and 
fomuil  negotiation,  that  it  was  not  a  mere  legislative  enactment,  a  simple  dec^  of 
a  General  Conference,  but  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  grave  compact,  and  is  invested 
with  aH  the  sacredness  and  sanctions  of  a  solemn  treaty,  bindmg  respectively  the 
well-known  parties  to  its  terms  and  stipulations.  If  this  be  so, — and  with  the 
evidence  accessible  who  can  doubt  itf — if  this  be  so,  will  it  prove  a  light  matter 
far  tins  General  Conference  to  violate  or  disregard  the  obligation  of  this  legal  ecm- 
promiee,  in  the  sh^pe  of  public  recognized  lawt    AHow  tiiat  the  present  parties 
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in.  thk  oovktnfveny  cannot  be  broaght  to  yiew  the  gabjeet  of  d^»  law  m  ^Mttioa  ii 
tbe  same  lijghty  can  sach  a  matter  end  in  a  mere  difference  of  opinion,  as  it  respecti 
the  immediate  parties  7  The'  law  existB  in  the  Discipline  of  the  Church.  The  Law 
IB  known,  and  its  reasons  are  known,  as  equally  binding  npon  both  parties,  and 
what  is  the  likelihood  of  the  imi>atation  of  bad  faith  under  the  circuipatancesT 
What  the  hazard  that  such  imputation,  as  the  decision  of  pubhe  opinion,  it  may  be 
from  a  thousand  tribunals,  will  be  brought  to  bear,  with  all  the  fight  tau^  force  of 
conviction,  upon  any  act  of  this  body,  in  violation  of  the  plain  provisions  of  long' 
estabUshed  law,  originating  in  treaty,  and  based  upon  the  prindpleB  of  eonvenUoiMl 
-  compromise  T 

In  proportion  to  our  love  of  truth,  of  Law,  and  order,  are  we  not  called  upon  to 
pause  and  weigh  well  tbe  hazard,  before,  as  a  Geueral  Conference,  we  inctxr  it 
Deyond  change  or  remedy  7  The  undersized  have  long  looked  to  tbe  great  con^ 
$ervaiive  law  of  the  Discipline,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  as  the  oulj 
charter  of  conneetional  vmion  between  the  north  and  the  south;  and  whenever  this 
bond  of  connection  is  rendered  null  and  void,  no  matter  in  what  form,  or  by  what 
means,  the;^  are  compelled  to  regard  the  Church,  to  every  practical  purpose,  «• 
already  cUvided,  without  the  intervention  of  any  other  agency.  By  how  fiir,  there- 
fi>^,  they  look  upon  the  union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  essential  to  its 
prosperity,  and  the  g:lory  and  success  of  American  Methodism,  by  so  &r  they  are 
bound  to  protect  against  the  late  act  of  the  General  Conference,  in  the  irregular 
suspension  of  Bishop  Andrew,  as  not  only  without  law,  but  in  direct  contraventian 
of  legal  stipulations  known  to  be  essential  to  the  unity  of  the  Church.  And  ther 
are  thus  explicit  in  a  statement  of  &ctB,  that  the  responsibility  of  division  may  attaco 
where,  in  justice,  it  belongs.  The  minority,  making  this  protest,  are  perfectly  satis- 
fied with  the  law  of  the  Churcb  affeptmg  slavery  and  abolition.  They  ask  no 
change.  They  need»they  seek  no  indulgence  in  behalf  of  the  south.  Had  Bishop 
Andrew  been  suBpended  according  to  law,  after  due  form  of  trial,  they  woula  have 
submitted  without  remonstrance,  as  the  friends  of  law  and  order. 

They  except  and  proteet,  furiker,  against  the  lawleto  procedure,  as  they  Uiink, 
in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  because,  apart  from  the  injustice  done  him  and  the 
south  by  the  act,  other  and  graver  difficulties,  necessarily  incidental  to  this  move- 
ment, come  in  for  a  share  of  attention.  The  whole  sulject  is,  in  the  veiy  nature  of 
things,  resolved  into  a  single  ori&inal  question :  Will  the  General  Conference  adhere 
to,  fuid  in  good  faith  assert  ana  maintain,  the  compromise  law  of  the  Church  on 
ihe  vexed  question  dividing  us,  or  wOl  it  be  found  expedient  generally,  as  in  the 
case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  to  la^  it  aside  and  tread  it  under  foot?  No  question  on 
the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition  can  be  settied  until  the  General  Conference  shall 
settle  iku  beyond  the  possibility  of  oYasion.  In  the  present  crisis,  it  is  die  opinion 
of  the  undem^ed  that  every  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  every 
member  of  this  General  Conference,  is  especially  called  upon,  by  all  die  responsi- 
biiities  of  truth  and  honour,  to  declare  himself  upon  the  suqject;  and  they  deem  it 
proper,  respectfully  and  urgently,  to  make  such  call  a  part  of  this  protest.  When 
so  much  depends  upon  it,  can  the  General  Conference,  as  the  organ  of  the  supreme 
authority  ofthe  Church,  remain  silent  without  incurring  the  charge  of  trifling  both 
with  its  interests  and  reputation  7  Law  always  pledges  the  public  faith  of  the  body 
ostensibly  governed  by  it  to  the  faithful  assertion  imd^  performance  of  its  stipula- 
tions ;  and  the  compromise  law  of  the  Discipline,  partaking,  as  it  does,  of  the  nature 
of  the  law  of  treaty,  and  embracinff,  as  has  been  seen,  all  possible  cases,  pledges 
the  good  faith  of  every  minister  and  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
aeainst  saying  or  doing  anythmg  tending  to  annul  the  force  or  thwart  tne  purposes 
of  its  enactment.  The  only  allowable  remedy  of  those  who  object  to  the  law  is  to 
seek  a  constitutional  change  of  the  law,  and  in  failure,  to  submit,  or  else  retire  from 
the  Church.  AU  attempts  to  resist,  evade,  or  defeat  the  objects  and  intended  appli- 
cation of  the  law,  until  duly  revoked,  must  be  regarded  as  umust  and  revolutionaiy, 
because  an  invasion  of  well<lefined  conventional  nght.  And  the  undersigned  except 
to  the  course  of  the  nuyonty,  in  the  indformal  prosecution  of  Bishop  Andrew  and  the 
anomalous  quasi  suspension  it  inflicts,  as  not  only  giving  to  the  compromise  a  con- 
•tmction  rendering  it  entirely  ineffective,  but  as  being  directiy  subversive  of  the 
great  bond  of  union  which  has  held  the  north  and  souui  together  for  the  last  forty 
years.  Turning  to  the  confederating  annual  conferences  of  1804,  and  tbe  vexed  and 
nrotracted  negotiations  which  preceded  the  General  Conference  of  that  year,  and 
nnally  resulted  in  the  existing  law  of  the  Discipline,  regulating  the  whole  subiect^ 
mad  glancing  at  oearly  half  a  million  of  Methodists,  now  in  the  souths  who  bavo 
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oome  into  the  Chnich  with  all  their  hopes  and  fean»  interetts  and  aHuociariona,  their 
proper^i  character,  and  influence,  repoeing  in  safety  ttpon  the  publicly-pledged 
fidth  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  ixly  to  be  tola  that  this  is  all  a  dream, 
that  a  part  of  what  was  pledged  was  never  intended  to  be  allowed,  and^  that  the 
whole  IS  at  all  times  subject  to  the  discretion  of  a  dominant  mnjori^^,  claiming,  in 
matter  of  right,  to  be  without  and  above  law,  competent  not  merely  to  make  aQ 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  proper  crovemment  of  the  Church,  but  to  govern  the 
Church  without  rule  or  regulation,  ana  nunish  and  degrade  without  even  tne  alleged 
infringement  of  law,  or  the  form  of  trial,  if  it  be  bought  expedient,  presents  a  state 
of  things  filling  the  undersigned  with  alarm  and  diiunay.  Such  views  and  ^tM, 
without  adducmg  othere,  wiU  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  snow  the  first  and  principal 
ground  occupied  by  the  minonty  in  the  protest.  They  cannot  resist  the  conviction 
uiat  the  HugoritY  have  &iled  to  redeem  the  pledge  of  public  law  given  to  the  Church 
and  the  world  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

2d.  The  undersigned  are  aware  that  it  is  affirmed  by  some  of  the  majority,  but 
meanwhile  denied  l>y  others,  and  thus  a  mooted,  unsettled  question  among  tbern^ 
•elves,  that  the  resolution  censuring  and  virtually  suspending  Bishop  Anorew,  tm 
understood  by  the  minority,  is  mere  matter  of  advice  or  recommendation;  but,  so 
Sue  from  advising  or  recommending  anything,  the  language  of  the  resolution,  by  fair 
and  necessary  constructiozi,  is  imperative  and  mandatory  in  form,  and,  unqualified 
hj  anything  m  the  resolution  itself,  or  in  the  preamble  explaining  il^  conveys  the 
i  plainly  and  most  explicitly,  that  it  is  the  judgmen 


idea  plainly  and  most  explicitly,  that  it  is  the  judgment  and  will  of  the  conference 
that  Bishop  Andrew  sluUi  cease  to  exercise  the  office  of  bishop  until  he  shall  cease 
to  be  the  owner  of  slaves.  "  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  oi  this  conference  that 
he  desist.'*  That  is,  having  rendered  himself  unacceptable  to  the  muority,  it  is 
their  judgment  that  he  retire  fix>m  the  bench  of  bishops,  and  their  field  of  action. 

No  idea  of  request,  advice,  or  recommendation  is  convejyed  by  the  langua^  of 
the  preamble  or  resolution ;  and  the  recent  avowal  of  an  mtention  to  advise  is,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  disowned  by  the  very  terms  in  which,  it  is  said, 
the  adfrice  was  given.  The  whole  argument  of  the  nu^rity,  during  a  debate  of 
twelve  days,  tuxnad  upon  the  right  of  the  conference  to  displace  Bishop  Andrew 
without  resort  to  formal  trial.  No  one  questioned  the  legal  nght  of  the  conference 
to  advise ;  and  if  this  only  was  intended,  why  the  protracted  deb^e  upon  the  sufah 
ject  7  But  further,  a  resolution,  respectfully  imd  affectionately  requesting  the  bi^p 
to  resign,  had  been  laid  aside,  to  entertain  the  substitute  under  notice ;  a  motioiL 
too,  to  declare  the  resolution  tulvisory,  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  majority ;  and 
in  view  of  all  these  facts,  and  the  entire  proceedings  of  the  minority  in  the  case^ 
the  undersigned  have  been  compelled  to  consider  tne  resolution  as  a  mandatoiy 
iudgment,  to  the  effect  that  Bishop  Andrew  desist  from  the  exercise  of  his  episcopd 
functions.  If  the  minority  have  been  misunderstood,  .the  language  of  their  own 
resolution,  and  the  position  they  occupied  in  debate,  have  led  to  the  misconception; 
and  truth  and  honour,  not  less  than  a  most  unfortunate  use  of  language,  require  that 
they  explain  themselves. 

ad.  We  except  to  the  act  of  the  nu^jority,  because  it  is  assumed  that  conscisnoe 
9nd  principle  are  involved,  and  require  the  act  complained  of,  as  expedient  and 
necessanr  under  the  cireumstances.  Bishop  A.  being  protected  by  the  law  of  the 
Chureh  naving  co^puzance  of  all  offencea  connected  wi^  slaveiy,  such  oonaectioa 
in  his  case,  in  the  judgment  of  all  jurisprudence,  can  only  be  wrong  in  the  propoe* 
tion  that  the  law  is  bad  and  defective.  It  is  not  conceived  by  the  minority,  how 
conscience  and  principle  can  be  brought  to  beair  upon  Bishop  A.,  and  not  upon  the 
iaWf  and  the  Church  having  such  law.  They  are  obliged  to  believe  that  the  law 
end  the  source  from  which  it  emanates  must  become  the  olgect  of  exception  and 
oenaure  before  Bishop  A.,  who  has  not  offended  against  either,  unless  the  Church 
is  against  the  law,  can  be  subjected  to  trial,  at  the  oar  of  the  conscience  and  priii- 
oiples  of  men  who  profess  subjection  and  approval,  in  the  instance  both  of  the  law 
and  the  Church. 

The  undersigned  can  never  consent,  while  we  have  a  plain  law,  obviously  oover- 
ing  an  assumed  offence,  that  the  offence  shall  be  taken,  under  plea  of  principle,  oat 
of  the  hands  of  the  law,  and  be  resubjected  to  the  conflicting  opinions  and  passions 
which  originally  led  to  a  resort  to  law,  as  the  only  safe  standara  of  judgment  Tbe^ 
do  not  unierstand  how  conscience  and  principle  can  attach  srave  blame  to  actien 
not  disappto/ed  by  the  law — express  law  too,  made  and  i>rovided  in  the  case— widi- 
OQt  extending  condenmation  to  the  law  itself^  and  the  body  from  which  it  proceeds. 
The  Church  can  hardly  le  supposed  tp  have  settled  p(diqy  pnd  invariable  onstov^ 
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in  coutraveiitioD  of  law ;  ^e  avowal  of  such  ciulD&i  and  polv^  tbeisfen,  wTcfciJhiy 
from  the  episcopacy  any  and  every  man,  in  any  way  ooaneclBa  with  slaveiy,  is  men 
€usumpHon.  No  contract,  agreement,  decree  or  purpose  of  tUs  kind,  is  on  record, 
or  ever  existed.  No  each  exaction,  in  terms  or  D}r  implication,  was  ever  made  by 
the  north,  or  conceded  by  the  soath.  No  conventional  nnderstandinf  ever  existed 
to  this  effect,  so  £»  ai  the  south  is  concerned,  or  has  been  informed.  That  it  has 
long,  perhaps  alwa^rs  been  the  porpose  of  the  north,  not  to  elect  a  slaveholder  to 
the  office^of^bisbop  is  admitted.  Bnt  as  no  law  cave  oomitenance  to  anydiing  of  iSm 
kind,  the  south  regarded  it  as  a  mere  matter  of  social  iigustice,  and  was  not  dis- 
posed tD  complain.  The  north  has  always  found  its  aecuri^r  in  nnmbers,  and  the 
imtrammellea  right  of  sufift-age,  and  to  diis  the  south  has  not  objected.  The  aasomp- 
tion,  however,  is  entirely  different,  and  is  not  admitted  by  the  souA,  but  is  plaimy 
negatived  by  the  law  and  language  of  the  I>iseipliiie,  as  e3q>lained  by  anAority  of 
the  Genend  Conference. 

No  such  concession,  beyond  peaceable  submission  to  the  right  of  soffrage,  exer- 
cised by  the  migority,  wm  ever  be  submitted  to  by  the  south,  as  it  woula  amount 
to  denial  of  eoual  abstract  right,  and  a  disfranchisement  of  the  southern  ministry, 
and  could  not  oe^  submitted  to  without  ixgnry  and  degradatian.  If,  then,  the  norm 
is  not  satisfied  with  the  negative  right  oonoeded  to  the  south  b^  law  in  this  matter, 
the  minority  would  be  glad  to  know  what  principle  or  poHef  n  l&ely  to  introdiioe 
beyond  the  existing  provisions  of  law.  As  the  contingency  which  Ins  occasioned 
the  difficulty  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  to  wmch  every  southern  minister 
is  liable  at  any  time,  does  not  ana  cannot  fall  under  condemnaHcn  of  existing  law, 
and  he  cannot  be  punished,  nor  yet  subjected  to  any  official  disability,  without  an 
abuse  of  both  right  and  power,  on  the  part  of  this  General  Conference,  the  minority 
are  compelled  to  thiidt  that  the  majority  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  the  oonackma* 
ness  and  declaration,  that  they  are  in  no  vmy  responsible  for  tlie  contingency,  and 
thus,  at  least,  allow  Bishop  Andrew  the  benefit  of  their  ovm  legislation,  untu  tbey 
aee  proper  to  change  it  This  attempt  by  the  majority  to  protect  a  lawlesa  proae- 
ontion  nom  aaerited  rebuke,  by  an  appeal  tD  conscience  and  principle,  condemning 
Bishop  Andrew,  while  the  law  and  tne  Church,  shielding  him  from  the  assault,  ara 
not  objected  to,  is  looked  upon  by  the  minority^  as  a  species  of  moral,  we  will  not  a^ 
legal,  casoisUy,  utleriy  subversive  of  all  the  pnnciples  of  order  and  good  government 

4th.  The  act  of  the  suggrity  was  ostennbly  resorted  to  because,  as  alleged,  die 
Church  in  the  middle  and  normem  conferences  wfll  not  submit  to  any,  the  aUjefatest 
connection  vrith  slaveij.  But  if  connection  widi  slavery  is  ruinoas  to  the  Chmch 
in  the  north,  that  ruin  is  already  wrought  Who  does  not  know  that  the  very  Dis- 
cipline, lawn,  and  legidation  of  the  Church  necessarily  connect  us  all  vrith  slavery  f 
All  our  provisional  legislation  on  the  subject  has  proceeded  on  the  assumpticni  that 
slavery  is  an  element  of  society— «  principle  of  action— a  household  reafitr  in  the 
Hetiiodist  Episcopal  Church  m  tiie  United  States.  It  is  part  and  parcel  of  the 
economy  of  American  Methodism,  in  every  subjective  sense.  It  has  given  birth  to 
law  and , right,  conventional  anangements,  numerous  missions,  and  official  tmata. 
Sveiy  bishop,  evety  minister,  every  member  of  the  Church  is  of  neoesei^  con- 
nected with  slavery.  Each  is  brother  and  co-membar,  both  with  slave  and  master, 
by  the  very  laws  and  oi^pnization  of  the  Church. 

If,  then,  connection  with  slavety  is  so  disartrons,  the  only  venedy  is  to  purify  te 
Church  by  reorganisation,  or  get  out  of  it  aa  aoon  as  possime.  And  would  not  ftia 
aversioa  to  slavery^-would  not  conscience  and  principle,  so  wxtA  plead  in  diis  con- 
troversy—mpear  much  mora  consistent  in  every  view  of  ^  suljject,  in  striking  at 
the  root  of  me  evil,  in  the  organic  structure  of  the  Church,  than  m  seeking  its  per> 
•onificatwn  in  Biahop  Andrew,  protected  aldiough  he  be  by  the  law,  and  proceed* 
ing  to  punish  him,  by  way  of  calling  off  attention  from  the  known  toAeratian  of  Aa 
aame  uung,  in  other  aspects  and  relatians  f 

Impelled  by  conscience  and  principle  to  the  iD.epl  arrest  of  a  biahop,  becanae  he 
haa  izicidentally ,  by  bequest,  inheritance,  and  mamage,  oome  into  poaMsdon  of  slavn 
property,  in  no  instance  intending  to  posseaa  himself  of  such  property,  how  long 
win  oonscienoe  and  principle  leave  other  ministers,  or  even  lay  members,  vug^ 
turbed,  who  mary  happen  to  be  m  the  same  cateniiy  with  Bish^  Andrew?  WA 
assurances  be  given  that  the  lawlessneaa  of  expediency,  oontroBed,  aa  in  anch  oaae 
it  must  be,  by  prejudice  and  paaaion,  will  extend  no  furtlMr— that  there  abaU  be  no 
fturther  cnrtulment  of  right  aa  it  vecanb  the  southern  nnniatry  f  Yet  what  ia  tlw 
aacuri^of  dieaoathinttiecaaef  Is  the  public  feith  of  this  body,  as  instanced  in 
the  recent  violations  of  the  oompromiae  law,  to  be  relied  upon  aa  tne  guarantee  fiv 
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the  TedemptKNi  of  the  pledm?  What  would  sach  pledge  or  «MiirBi|ce  be  btU  to 
remind  the  south  that  any  depertare  at  all  fiom  the  great  conaeiratiTe  pledge  of 
law,  to  which  we  appeal,  was  much  more  effectually  jguarded  against  origimdly, 
than  it  is  possible  to  guard  against  any  subsequent  inrhngement,  and  to  make  the 
south  feel  further  that  disappointment  in  the^first  instance  must  compel  distrust 
with  regard  to  the  future  7  The  Church  having  specific  law  aa  the  subject,  aUi 
questions  involving  slavery  must  inevitably,  by  mtention  of  law,  oome  within  the 
purview  of  such  special  provision,  and  cannot  be  judged  of  by  any  other  law  or 
standard,  without  a  most  daring  departure  from  all  me  rules  and  sobrieties  of  judi- 
cial procedure,  and  the  uadersigaea  accordin^y  except  to^^e  action  of  the  minority 
in  rel^ion  to  Bishop  Andrew,  as  not  only  without  sanction  of  law,  but  in  conflict 
with  rights  created  oy  law. 

5Ui.  As  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  la  now  organized,  and  acobrdiii^  to  its- 
organization  since  1784>  the  episcopacy  is  a  coHx-dinate  branch,  the  executive  de- 
partment proper  of  the  government  A  bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chproh 
u  not  a  mere  creature— is  in  no  prominent  sense  an  officer— of  the  General  Confer- 
ence. The  General  Conference,  as  such,  cannot  constitn^  a  bishop.  It  is  true  the 
annual  conferences  select  the  bishops  oi  the  Church  by  the  nuffrage  of  ^ir  dele- 
^;ates,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  but  the  Genersl  Conference,  in  its  eapaci^ 
of  a  representative  body  or  any  other  in  which  it  exists,  does  not  ^KMsess  the  power 
of  ordination,  without  which  a  bishop  cannot  be  constituted. 

The  bishops  are  beyond  a  doubt  an  integral  constituent  part  of  the  General  Con- 
ference,  made  such  by  law  and  the  constitution ;  and  because  elected  by  the  Gene- 
ral Conference,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  are  subject  to  the  will  of  that  body, 
except  in  conformity  with  legal  right  and  the  provisioDs  of  law,  in  the  premises. 
In  this  sense,  and  so  viewed,  ihey  are  subject  to  the  Ctenerol  Conference,  and  this 
is  sufficient  limitation  of  their  power,  unless  the  govenmient  itself  is  to  be  considered 
irregular  and  unbalanced  in  the  co-ordinate  relations  of  its  parts.  In  a  sense  b^  no 
means  unimportant  the  General  Conference  is  as  much  the  creature  of  the  episco- 
pacy, as  the  bishops  are  the  creatnies  of  the  General  Conference.  Constitntiottally 
^  bishops  alone  nave  the  right  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  tiie  annual  conferences, 
«nd  should  &ey  refhae  or  neglect  to  do  so,  no  annual  conference  could  meet  ac- 
cording to  law,  and,  by  consequence,  no  delegates  ooold  be  chosen,  and  no  Gene- 
ral Conference  could  be  chosen,  or  even  exist.  And  because  this  is  so,  what  would 
be  thought  o£  the  impertment  pretension,  should  the  epiaoopacy  chum  that  the 
General  Confc^rence  is  the  mere  creature  of  their  will  t  As  exeeiUite  offieert  as  weH 
as  pattoral  oveneersy  the  bishops  belong  to  the  Chureh  as  such,  and  not  to  the 
General  Conference  as  one  of  lis  counsels  or  organs  of  action  merely. 

The  General  Conference  is  in  no  sense  the  Chureh,  not  even  representatively. 
It  is  merely  the  representative  organ  of  the  Chureh,  with  limited  powers  to  do  its 
business,  in  the  dischar^  of  a  delegated  trust. 

Because  bishops  are  m  part  constituted  by  the  General  Conference,  the  power 
of  removal  does  not  follow.  Episcopacy  even  m  the  Methodist  Cl^urch  is  not  a  mere 
appointment  to  labour.  It  is  an  official  consecrated  station  under  the  protection  of 
law,  and  can  only  be  dangerous  as  the  law  is  bad  or  the  Chureh  corrupt.  The 
power  to  appoint  does  not  necessarily  involve  the  power  to  remove ;  imd  when  the 
appointing  power  is  derivative,  as  in  the  case  of  the  General  Conference,  the  power 
of  removal  does  not  accrue  at  all,  unless  by  consent  of  the  coordinate  brancnes  of 
the  government,  expressed  by  law,  made  and  provided  in  the  case.  When  the  le- 
gislature of  a  state,  to  i^peal  to  analogy  for  illustratian,  appoints  a  judge  or  senator 
m  congress,  does  the  judge  or  senator  thereby  become  the  officer  or  creature  of  the 
legislature,  or  is  he  me  officer  or  senatorial  representative  of  the  state,  of  which 
the  legislature  is  the  mere  or^an?  And  does  the  power  of  removal  follow  that  of 
appointment  f  The  answer  is  negativ*,  in  both  cases,  and  applies  equally  to  the 
l^isbops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  who,  instead  of  bemg  the  officers  and 
creatures  of  the  General  Conference,  are  de  fado  the  offiioen  and  servants  of  the 
f  Chureh.  chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  as  its  organ  of  action,  and  no  right  of 
remoyol  accrues,  except  as  they  fail  to  accomplish  the  aim$  of  the  Chureh  in  their 
appointment,  and  then  only  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  law.  But  when 
a  bishop  is  suspended,  or  informed  that  it  is  the  wish  or  will  of  the  General  Con* 
ference  that  he  cease  to  perform  the  functions  of  bishop,  for  doing  what  the  law 
of  the  same  body  allows  nim  to  do,  and  of  course  without  incurring  the  hazard  of 
punishment,  or  even  blame,  then  the  whole  procedure  becomes  an  outrage  vcp^ 
justice,  as  well  as  law.  « 
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.  The  aflBijmptiea  of  power  by  theGenenil  Conference  Iwyonddie  warimt  of  f«Wf 
to  which  we  object,  and  acainet  i^iich  we  protest,  will  lead,  if  carried  into  prao* 
tice,  te  a  direct  violation  of  one  of  the  restrictive  rules  of  the  oonstltution.  Suppose 
it  had  been  the  *'  sense''  of  this  General  Conference,  when  the  late  commnnicadoa 
from  the  bishops  was  respectfolly  submitted  to  the  conference,  that  such  oonmm- 
nication  was  an  inteiference  with  their  rights  and  duties — an  attempt  to  tamper 
with  the  purity  and  independence,  and  therefore  on  outrage  upon  the  claims  and 
dignity  ot  the  conference  not  to  be  borne  wi^.  ^  And  proceeding  a  step  further, 
suppose  it  hfid  been  the  '^  sense'*  of  the  conference  that  they  aU  desist  from  per- 
forming Uie  Amotions  of  bishops  until  the  **  impediment"  of  such  offence  had  bees 
removod— assume  this,  (and«  so  &r  as  mere  law  is  concerned,  no  law  beinf  vio- 
lated in  either  case,  it  was  just  as  likely  as  the  movement  against  Bishop  Anfevr,) 
and  had  it  talien  place,  what  had  become  of  the  general  supenntendency  ?  If  a  bishop 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  may,  without  law,  and  at  the  instance  of  mere 
party  expediency,  be  suspended  from  die  exerdse  of  the  appropriate  functions  of 
nis  office,  for  one  act,  he  may  for  another.  Admit  this  doctnne,  and  by  what 
tenure  do  the  bishops  hold  office  7  One  thing  is  certain,  whatever  other  tenure 
there  may  be,  they  do  not  hold  office  ettcording  to  law. 

.  The  provisions  of  law  and  the  iaitfaful  performance  of  du^r,  upon  this  theory  of 
official  tenure,  affiird  no  security.  Admit  this  claim  of  absolutism,  as  regards  risfat 
and  power  on  the  part  of  the  Goneral  Conference,  and  the  bishops  of  the  Me£o* 
dist  Episcopal  Chnrch  are  slaves,  and  the  men  constitntins:  this  body  their  masters 
and  holders.  They  are  in  office  only  at  the  discretion  of  a  nunority  of  the  Oene- 
lal  Conference,  vridiout  ibe  restraints  or  protection  of  law.  Both  the  law  and  them- 
selves are  liable  and  likely  at  any  time  to  be  overboxne  and  trampled  upon  toj^ther, 
as  ezempUfied  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew.  If  the  doctrine  ajreinst  wkich  we 
protest  be  admitted,  the  episcopal  office  is,  at  best,  but  a  quaorenmal  term  of 
service,  and  the  undersigned  are  compelled  to  tfamk  that  the  man  who  would 
remain  a  bishop,  or  allow  himself  to  be  made  one,  under  such  circumstances,  "  de- 
sires a  good  work,"  and  is  prepared  for  ielf'$€KriJlce,  quite  beyond  the  compre- 
hension of  ordinal^  piety. 

As  it  re^;aids  Bishop  Andrew,  if  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  that  the  action  in  bis 
case  was  mtended  only  to  advUe  and  request  him  to  desist  from  his  office,  it  does 
■not  ia  any  way  affect  the  real  or  relative  character  of  the  m&vemenL  When  a 
body,  clauning  the  right  to  compel,  asks  the  resignation  of  an  officer,  the  request 
is,  to  all  official  and  moral  purposes,  comjmUory,  as  it  loads  the  officer  with  disa- 
bility, and  gives  notice  of  assumed  unworthiness,  if  not  crkninality.  The  request 
has  all  the  force  of  a  mandate,  inasmuch  as  the  officer  is  by  such  reouest  com- 
pelled either  to  resign  or  remain  in  office  oontraiy^  to  the  known  wiD  or  the  nu^ 
rity.  A  simple  request,  therefore,  under  the  circumstances  supposed,  carries 
"with  it  all  the  force  of  a  decree,  and  is  so  understood,  it  is  believed,  by  all  &e 
world. 

To  reouest  Bishop  Andrew  to  resign,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the  .fiicts  and  reb- 

;  tions  of  tne  case,  was,  in  the  judgment  of  the  minority,  to  punish  and  degrade  him ; 

and  they  maintain  that  the' whole  movement  was  without  authority  of  law,  is  hence 

of  necessity  null  and  void,  and,  therefore,  not  binding  upon  Bishop  Andrew,  or  the 

minority  protesting  against  it. 

6th.  We  protest  a^|ainst  the  act  of  the  majority,  instructing  Bishop  Andrew  to 
desist  from  the  exercise  of  his  office,  not  merely  on  account  of  me  iigustice  and  erX 
connecting  with  the  act  itself,  but  because  the  act  must  be  understood  as  the  expo- 
nent of  principles  and  purposes,  as  it  regards  the  union  of  die  n6nh  and  sooth 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  well  nigh  destroying  aU  hope  of  its  perpetuity. 
The  true  position  of  the  parties  in  relation  to  a  long-existing  conventioiud  arranga- 
ment,  onlhe  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  has  been  fully  under  notice;  and 
when  men  of  years  and  vrisdom,  experience  and  learnings— men  of  no  common 
weight  of  efaaxactar,  and  with  a  well-earned  aristocracy  of  Church  influeuce  thrown 
about  them — assume  and  declare,  in  action  as  well  as  debate,  that  what  a  plain 
law  of  the  Church-*-the  only  law  applicable  in  the  cftse— unstained  and  enforced, 
too,  by  an  explanatory  decree  of  this  body,  at  a  previous  vcBmom^-deeidet  shall  nei 
be  a  disqnalincation  for  office  of  any  grade,  in  tne  ministry — when  such  men,  the 
jaw  and  decision  of  the  Qeneral  Conference  notwithstanding,  are  heard  declaring 
that  what  law  provides  for  and  protects  nevertheless  always  has  Been  and  alvayw 
AaU  be  a  disqualification,  what  forther  evidence  is  wanting  to  show  that  the  com' 
promise  bans  of  union,  from  which  Ae  south  has  never  swerved,  has  been  aban- 
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dDoed  hoih  by  tlie  nortliem  and  middle  confereDces,  with  afaw  exoeptions  in  the 
latter,  and  that  prineii^fl  and  parpoam  are  entertained  by  the  minority-,  driyins 
the  south  to  extreme  action,  in  detsaqe  both  of  their  rights  and  repntation  f  Ana 
how  far  the  long  train  of  eventful  sequences,  attendant  upon  the  direatened  result 
of  division,  may  he  traceable  to  the  northern  and  middle  oonferenoes,  by  the  issue 
thus  provided,  is  a  question  to  be  settled  not  by  us,  but  by  ourcontemporaries  and 
posterity. 

It  is  matter  of  history,  with  regard  to  the  past,  and  will  not  be  questkmed,  that 
now,  as  formerly,  the  south  is  upon  the  basis  of  the  DJK^line,  on  the  subject  of 
.elavery.  The  minority  believe  it  e<}uaHy  certain  that  this  is  not  true  with  reCTid 
to  the  north  proper  especially.  In  view,  then,  of  the  unity  of  the  Methodist  Epss' 
copal  Churca,  which  party  has  been,  in  equity,  entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  pro- 
tection of  the  middle  or  umpire  conferences  t  those  who,  through  ^ood  and  evil 
report,  have  kept  good  faith  and  adhered  to  law,  or  those,  whose  (Mpmions  and  pur- 
poses have  led  them  to  seek  a  state  of  things  in  advance  of  law,  ana  thns  dishonour 
Its  forms  and  sanctions  t 

7  th.  In  proportion  as  the  minority  appreciate  and  ding  to  the  uni^  of  the  Me- 
thodist EjNscopal  Chuxch,  they  are  bound,  farther,  to  except  to  the  position  of  the 
migority,  in  this  controversy.  Allow  that  Bishop  Andrew,  without,  nowever,  any 
infingement  of  law,  is,  on  account  of  his  connection  wdth  slavery,  unaoceptable-in 
the  northern  conferences.  It  is  eciually  known  to  the  majority  that  any  bishop  ef 
the  Church,  either  violating,  or  submitting  to  a  violation  of  the  compromise  charter 
of  union  between  the  north  and  the  south,  without  proper  and  public  remonatnnoe, 
cannot  be  acceptable  at  the  sooth,  and  need  not  appew  there.  By  pressing  the 
issue  in  question,  therefore,  the  m^rity  virtually  dissolve  the  government  m  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  because  in  every  constitntiainal  aspect  it  is  sundered 
by  so  crippbng  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  it  as  to  destroy,  the  itinerant  general  supe^- 
intondency  altogether.  Whenever  it  is  clearly  ascertained  that  the  compromise 
law  of  the  Church,  regulating  slavery  and  abolition,  is  abandoned,  every  bishop, 
each  of  the  venerable  and  exoellent  men  who  now  adorn  the  Church  and  itsooun- 
eils,  ceases  to  be  a  general  superintendent    The  law  of  union,  the  principle  of 

Savitation,  binding  us  together,  is  dissolved,  and  the  general  superintendency  of 
e  Methodist  Ejpiscopal  Church  is  no  more ! 

8th.  The  south  have  not  been  led  thus  to  protest  merely  because  of  the  treat- 
ment received  by  Bishop  Andrew,  or  the  kindred  action  of  tfaiftbody  in  othermat' 
tors.  The  abanoonment  of  the  compromise — the  oflSoial  refusal  by  the  majority,  as 
we  have  understood  them,  to  abide  the  arbitrament  of  law,  is  their  principel  gronnd 
of  com^tlaint  and  remonstrance.  If  the  minority  have  not  entirely  misunderstood 
&e  nunority,  the  abolition  and  anti-slavery  principles  of  the  north  will  no  longer 
allow  mem  to  submit  to  the  law  of  the  Discipline  on  the  general  subject  of  slavery 
and  abolition ;  and  if  this  be  so,  if  the  compromise  law  be  either  repealed  or 
allowed  to  remain  a  dead  letter,  the  south  cannot  submiif  and  ike  tibsohUe  neeesmff 
cf  divi$ion  t#  already  dated.  And  should  the  exigent  circumstances  in  which  the 
.  minority  find  themselves  placed,  by  the  fifcots  and  developments  alluded  to  in  this 
remonstrance,  render  it  finally  necessiury  that  the  southern  conferences  should  have 
a  sepanUe,  independent  existence,  it  is  hoped  that  the  character  and  services -of 
the  minority,  together  with  the  numbers  and  claims  of  the  ministry  and  membenhi» 
of  the  portion  of  the  Church  rBprasented  by  them,  not  less  than  similar  reasons  aod 
eonsiderations  on  the  part  of  the  northern  and  middle  conferences,  will  suggest 
the  high  moral  fitaess  of  meeting  this  great  emergency  with  strong  and  steady  pvv- 
pose  to  do  justice  to  aU  ooncenied.  And  it  is  believed  that,  approaching  the  sub- 
ject in  thia  way,  it  wiU  be  found  practicable  to  devise  and  adopt  such  measurea 
and  arraagementB,  present  and  prospective,  as  vrill  secure  an  aaucable  division  o^ 
the  Church  upon  the  broad  principlea  of  ri^t  and  equity,  and  destined  to  reenl^ 
in  the  common  good  of  the  great  body  of  mmistera  and  memben  found  on  either 
side  the  line  of  separation. 

Signed  by  the  following  delegates,  viz.  :-— 

Kentucky  Conference. --^ll»  B.  Basoom,  Wm.  Gonn,  H.  fi.  Kavansagh,  E.  Steveo- 
mh,  B.  T.  Crooeh,  O.  W.  Brash. 
Mieeouri,-^W,  W.  Bedman,  W.  Patten,  J.  C.  Berrymatt,  J.  M.  Jameson. 
Holston.-'E.  F.  Sevier,  S.  Patten,  T.  Stringfield. 
Tennessee.'^R.  Paine,  J.  B.  M'Ferrin,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  T.  Madden. 
North  Carolina  —J.  T.  Blake,  J.  Jameson,  P.  Doub. 
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Memphis.-^.  W.  D.  Harris,  8.  S.  Moody,  W.  M*Maho&,  T.  JoynBr. 
Arkan9a$,—J.  C.  Parker,  W.  P.  RatoUffe,  A.  Honter. 
Virginia.-^.  Early,  T.  Crowder,  W.  A.  Smith,  L.  M.  Leo. 
MUsittippi, — ^W.  WinaDs,  B.  M.  Ehrake,  J.  Lane,  G.  M«  Bogen. 
PhUadelphia.'^l.  T.  Cooper,  W.  Cooper,  T.  I.  Thompaon,  Heniy  White. 
Texas. — L.  Fowler. 
Illinois. — ^N.  C.  Berrymen,  J.  Stamper. 
Alabama. — J.  Boring,  J.  Hamilton,  W.  Mnrrah,  Q.  Garrett 
Georgia  — G.  F.  Piei:ce,  W.  J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  £.  Evans,  A« 
'  B.  Longfltreet 

South  Caro^fMs.— W.  Capers,  W.  M.  Wightman,  C.  Betto,  8.  Dunwody,  H.  A 
C*  Walker, 
JHew^ersey.—T,  Sovereign,  T.  Neal. 
Nev-York,  June  6,  1844. 

Btr.  Simpson  offered  a  resolution  to  the  following  jcfieet  i  That  while  they  codla 
nbt  admit  the  statements  put  forth  in  the  Protest,  yet,  as  a  matter  of  oonitee^,  they 
would  allow  it  to  be  placed  on  the  journal ;  and  that  a  committee,  conmmng  of 
JMessn.  Durban,  Clin,  and  Hamline,  be  appointed'to  make  a  true  statement  of  the 
case,  to  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Dr.  Winans  objected  to  the  word  "  courtesy.'*  The  minority  aaked  no  conitesy 
at  the  hands  of  we  m^rity.  They  demanded  it  as  a  right.  The  chair  decided 
that  the  first  part  of  the  resolution  was  not  in  order,  as  a  minority  had  a  right,  lo 
have  their  Protest  entered  on  the  joumaL  In  this  decision  two  of  his  co]leagiie» 
concurred,  and  one  dissented. 

Several  members  here  rose  to  points  of  order. 

Mr.  Simpson  withdrew  the  first  part  of  his  resolution,  and  the  remainder  wa» 
then  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  special  committee  of  nine  were  allowed  to  retire. 

-ArrXRffOON    8SS8I0V. 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  presented  the  following:-* 

"  Whereas,  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  do  not  find  it  practicable  to  report  the 
iminber  of  bishops  necesrary  to  be  elected  at  this  conference;  and  whereas,  die 
report  of  said  committee  is  not  essential  to  the  action  of  the  conference  in  the  pire- 
mises;  therefore, 

'*  Resolved,  That  this  conference  elect  two  additional  bishops,  and  that  Io-dmirow, 
(Friday,)  at  ten  o'clock,  be  fixed  as  the  time  for  electing  said  bishopa,andtfae  other 
genoraJ  ofiicers  of  the  Church." 

Dr.  Smith  said,  it  oecurred  to  him  that  they  could  not  be  ready  to  vote  far  that 
resolution  until  they  knew  what  necessity  there  was  for  an  increase  of  bishops. 
He  thought  it  stranffe  that  the  preamble  should  state  the  hct  that  they  had  not 
that  information,  and  yet  reoommend  the  General  Cbnferenee  to  go  into  the  elao- 
'  tion.  He  was  not  sure  whether  such  election  was  necessary  atsJl;  or,  if  necea* 
aary,  whether  it  should  be  for  two,  or  three,  or  for  one  only.  Thc^  coold  not  know 
this  until  they  heard  firom  the  episcopacy  on  the  subject.  He  thought  there  was  a 
disposition  to  hurry  this  matter  forwaxdj  he  would  not  say  by  design,  but  with 
indecent  haste.  There  were  many  circumstances  involved  m  the  questkm,  md 
■  before  the  conference  could  entertain  it,  they  must  decide  what  was  to  be  Jdone 
with  Bishop  Andrew ;  what  relation  he  was  to  sustain,  and  whether  they  wooid 
have  to  appoint  one  in  his  place.  These  were  questions  of  vast  importance,  and 
he  should  suppose  the  episcopacy  would  have  something  to  introdnoe  in  relation- to 
this  sulrjecL 

Mr.  Cartwriffht  said,  they  had  been  for  two  or  three  weds  on  important  busi- 
ness, and  tliat  uey  had  not  done  much,  important  though  it  was.  It  could  not  be 
disguised  that  they  could  not  sit  there  for  ever,  and  tl^  were  determined  diey 
would  not ;  bishops  or  no  bishops,  officers  or  no  officers,  they  must,  and  would  go 
back  to  their  homes  and  their  chai]^s.  From  circumstances,  he  would  not  say  by 
design,  as  the  brother  from  Viiigima  had  said  «•-- 

Dr.  Smith.— I  must  correct  the  speaker.    I  expressly  said,  I  would  not  say  by 
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Mr.  Cartwriglit— Yeg,  I  \amw  rerj  well ;  bat  yoa  did  Ae  thing  so  beantifiiny, 
I  WBB  trying  to  pnt  it  in  the  iame  way.  Well,  tnen,  by  some  strange  concatena- 
tion  of  csoMs,  tne  thing  has  been  staved  off,  and  is  now  to  be  staved  off  for  ever. 
He  wonld  relieve  hii  brolber  from  Vix^g^inia,  by  reminding  him  that  the  bishops,  in 
their  address,  had  already  siven  them  mformation  which  6xed  a  pinciple^  in  the 
matter.  At  an  taoAy  date  from  that  conference,  they  had  said  that  aut  effective  men 
would  be  soffioient  for  the  work,  and  a  committee  had  been  appointed  to  act  in 
die  premises.  Was  that  committee  burdened  with  labour  t  So  was  the  conference 
Were  they  preaaed  ibr  timef  Were  its  members  on  other  committees  7  &c.,  &o  . 
In  all  these  difficulties  every  member*  of  that  conference  shared.  The  best  way 
was  to  walk  quietly  up  to  the  question,  and  make  the  number  they  wanted.  He 
was  not  anxious  about  the  matter,  but  he  vranted  the  business  done.  Borne  mem- 
bers of  the  conference  were  gone  home ;  others  were  sick,  and  others  would  go 
home  if  the  world  came  to  an  end.  He  appiraated  the  impcntance  of  the  ques* 
tion  to  which  the  brother  had  alluded ;  but  they  must  have  editors,  and  book 
agents,  and  a  missionaiy  secretary ;  and  if  they  cud  the  thing  that  in  his  judgment 
was  right,  they  would  elect  more  bishops ;  and  he  should  tske  his  share  in  thai 
election  with  an  eye  to  their  usefulness  to  the  whole  Church.  He  was  ready  fiir 
action,  and  not  disposed  to  wait  till  he  had  set  up  his  own  standard  and  had  madia 
his  plans  confimnable  thereto.  It  ^was  a  queation  in  which  all  were  equally 
interested— -not  an  election  of  an  officer  for  this  department,  or  that,  but  for  the 
Chnrek. 

Mr.  Collins.-^!  move  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Early. — I  appeal  to  the  known  courtesy  and  generositf  of  the  gentleman, 
not  thus  t6  shut  us  out  of  the  discussion. 

Mr.  Collins.— I  will  withdnw  the  motion,  if  brother  Eariy  wiQ  promise  to  rene^ 
it  at  the  conclusion  of  his  speech. 

Mr.  Earl^. — ^But  brother  Early  cannot  make  any  snch  promise. 

The  motion  was  withdrawn,  and  Mr.  Earty  piooeeded. 

It  was  all  ver^r  well  for  the  brother  from  lUinoiB  to  wish  this  question  brought  to 
an  issue ;  but  Virginia  vnw  differently  situated,  and  was  not  willing  at  present  to  ) 
say  that  they  were  all  one  family.  That  brother  had  said  they  were  one  famiiy,  ^ 
and  yet  he  talked  of  this  side,  and  that  side  of  the  house,  and  says  that  that  side  m  . 
ready  to  make  the  appointments  of  otBcers,  &c.  But  tliis  side  has  not  been  con-  I 
•ulted  m  the  caucus  at  which  he  was  present.  Let  not  his  broker  say,  dien,  that  . 
the  conference  was  ready.  The  south  had  had  no  cancus,  such  as  was  said  to  be  | 
had  by  the  other  side,  and  at  which  ramonr  said  the  broker  from  Illinois  was 
present,  and  at  which  they  proceeded  to  nominate  officers  for  election. 

Mr.  Cartwright. — ^We  have  had  no  caucus  but  what  we  invited  the  south  into^  | 
and  some  of  them  were  there. 

Mr.  Early. — ^I  do  not  doubt  what  that  brother  says,  when  he  speaks  of  his  own  \ 
knowledge ;  I  know  him  too  well  for  that.  Only  the  south  did  not  receive  die  I 
invitation :  the  messenger  failed  to  deliver  it,  I  suppose.  ) 

(Several  voices  exclaimed  they  had  had  no  invitation.) 

Mr.  Winner  called  the  speakers  to  order.' 

Mr.  Cartwright  said  he  must  explain  when  he  was  thus  alluded  to;  and  Mr. 
Early  proceeded.     The  brother  says  we  are  waiting  to  arrange  our  plans;  that  wa 
shall  then  be  ready  to  go  into  action,  and  not  before.    I  merely  meant  to  show  that   ^ 
they^  have  had  their  meeting,  and  thus  got  the  advantage  over  us,  and  I  appeal 
to  his  generosity,  whether  he  will  take  such  advantage. 

Mr.  Cartwright — ^The  south  have  held  caucuses  mm  time  immemorial,  and  wa  I 
luLvm  only  had  one  little  bit  of  a  thing.  ' 

Mr.  Early. — "My  information  was  from  good  authority  as  well  as  from  public 
speeches.  The  souA  cannot  have  a  bishop,  and  we  have  had  no  caucus  on  ^bB 
snhiect. 

Mr.  Cartwright.— But  there  was  one  for  other  officers.  If  you  keep  going  on 
making  these  statements,  I  shall  keep  replying. 

Mr.  Eari^y,  (in  reply  to  a  foxiker  remark  of  Mr.  Cartwright,  which  we  did  not 
catch.)  We  will  pray  for  him  when  he  comes  up  to  the  altar  and  confesses  hia 
sins.  (Mr.  Cartwright,,  I  won't  do  that.)  But  seriously,  the  proposition  is,  that 
to-morrow  morning  at  ten  o'clock  we  go  mto  an  election  of  as  many  bishops  as  ar» 
necessary.  You  recommend  six,  as  necessary  for  th&  work,  sir ;  but  how  many 
have  you  now  f  Three,  or  four,  ok  have  jaajhe,  tor  T  We  have  not  been  told  yel 
in  what  relation  one  stands  to  the  Church !— wbatkar  yoa  wiUretnn  biA  8a.» 


bithop,  or  as  B  stuipeDded  intm.  Whether  he  istobe  sopportsd  at  < 
"  dames,"  aa  they  say,  or  out  of  the  cozmnon  fondB  of  the  connectiaB.  We  have  no 
evidence,  and  therefore  cannot  tell  how  many  you  want.  That  la  not  all,  an*. 
After  the  declaration  presented  in  good  faith  by  use  aonlh,  and  hid  on  ywr  tabte, 
itia  perfectly  mmecesaary  to  send  any  man  to  na  in  the  capaciiy  of  biahop  wfaiv 
has  taken  ground  against  Bishop  Andx«w.  Nor  is  it  courteous  or  fiur  to  bring  tfaia 
GO  now,  while  the  brethren  are  out  advising  on  a' point  of  vital  iraportanee  as  to  im 
bearing  on  this  qoestSm.  (The  speaker  amded  to  the  committee  on  the  division 
of  the  Church.)  Before  we>  ffo  into  an  election,  we  want  to  nndentaad  v9ho  and 
what  we  are  going  into  an  election  for.  I  beUeve  a  migorify  of  the  Episcopal 
Cominittee  decided  &at  they  would  not  go  into  an  election  nntil  the  qaestion  of 
tho  division  of  the  Church  was  settled.  (Some  person  here  contrMticted  die 
neafeer  somewhat  positively,  and  he  proceeded.)  Doctors,  you  know,  sir,  m^y 
differ,  and  vexy  honestly  di£[er,  but  there  is  no  need  of  flat  contradiction  amonf^ 
gentlemen  and  ministers.  If  I  have  erred,  it  is  an  error  of  the  head  and  n6t  of  th» 
nisart  There  has  been  no  v^ant  of  diHgrace  on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy,  and  the  statement  I  made  is  meir  in)ology  for  not  acting  in  the  matter. 
Some  persons  have  affected  to  know  who  are  to  be  book  agents  and  assistant  agents^ 
add  wno  are  fit  for  biriiopB  in  the  east  and  in  the  west.  But  they  have  never  been 
aooss  the  Ohio^they  have  never  crossed  Dilon's  line-^ 

A  member.-^The  speaker  has  occupied  fil&en  minutes^— his  time  is  up. 

Another  member  made  some  observations  in  so  low  and  indistinct  a  tone,  tfaiA 
the  reporter  could  only  gather  that  they  were  of  the  character  of  strictores  apon 
Mr.  Early,  and  alluded  to  the  unprofitableness  of  his  •address. 

The  conference,  by  vote,  extending  the  time,  Mr.  Early  continued  t  I  thank  Ae 
eauforence  for  their  coozteay  in  extending  the  time.  I  had,  however,  just  done.  I 
could  not  myself  ma^Le  a  reply  to  a  personal  outrage  on  me  as  a  senUeman,  which 
ih&t  brot^r  has  committed.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say,  shr,  ii  ttn  bishopa  will 
tell  OS  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  Bishop  Andrew. 

Ca»e  of  Bishop  Andrew. 

Bishop  Sonle.— It  was  my  intention  to  present  to  the  conference  a  document^ 
asking  instruction  respecting  Bishop  Andrew,  whenever  the  confereBoe  is  wiDin^ 
to  hear  it. 

Mr.  Early.'^I  move,  sfar,  that  the  preaent  reioltttion  be  laid  on  the  laUe  until 
llat  information  is  given.    Agreed  to. 

Bishop  Soule  then  presented  the  following  docQmcnt>— 

"  To  ike  General  Conference. 
Ber^.  and  Dear  Brethren — 

As  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew  unavoidably  involves  the  future  oetum  of  the 
superintendents,  which,  m  their  judgment,  in  the  present  position  of  tbe  bishop, 
they  have  no  discretion  to  decide  upon,  they  respectfully  request  of  the  Geneiu 
Conference  official  instruction,  in  answer  to  the  following  questions :— 

Firtt. — Sh^U  Bishop  Andrew's  name  remain  as  it  now  stands  in  the  Minntea^ 
Hymn-book,  and  Discipline,  or  shall  it  be  struck  off  of  these  official  records? 

Second. — How  shall  the  bishop  obtain  his  support  ?--as  provided  for  in  the  foma 
of  Discipline,  or  in  some  other  way  t 

Third. — What  work,  if  any,  may  the  bishop  perform ;  and  how  shall  he  be 
appointed  to  the  work  7       ^ 

Joshua  Sovlx/ 
EUJAB  HxDniN«»  ^ 

BXVKRLT  WaUGH, 

Thomas  A.  Morru* 

Mr.  Bowen  moved  that  the  communication  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three. 
They  would  hardly  be  able  to  take  up  that  document  without  some  reflection. 

Dr.  Longstreet  said  he  could  not  conceive  how  a  committee  could  act  upon  n: 
matter  of  that  kind,  which  could  only  be  determined  in  the  house  collectively. 
Svppose  the  committee  reported  that  Bishop  Andrew  was  deposed,  of  the  contraiy* 
woiud  they  have  advanced  one  nail>  breadth  to  the  issue  f  The  communicaticxn 
wMb,  in  feet,  an  appeal  to  the  sense  of  the  house,  to  interpret  their  own  decision. 
It  necessarily  involved  that,  for  it  was  plain  tbat^  until  the  bishops  received  such 
iitorpretation,  they  could  not  act.  He  propoaed  that  the  sense  of  the  house  b« 
-^—\  separaialy  on  each  qneataoa.  ^ 
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Mr.  C(nUiu.ii»qQ]i«iwlieth6r  tfasre  wm  aBycommanicaticnfiNHn  Biihop  Androwt 

Some  thought  the  resolutiou  in  hia  case  mandatocy,  and  othen  thoasht  it  advuoij 
otolv. .  He'  thought  it  important  at  tbia  ata^  to  know  in  what  light-lhe  bishop  him- 
self waa  disponed  to  regard  it,  if  there  were  any  oommonioation  of  his  sentimentti 
horn  him.    If  the  chair  would  give  a  response  it  might  save  discnsBion. 

Dr.  Capers  said,  he  supposed  the  brother  oould  not  mean  that  there  might  be  a 
communication  to  the  confereiK^  horn  Bishop  Andrew,  which  had  been  suppressed, 
and  he  was  sure  he  could  not  mean  to  use  any  private  oommnnioation  fiom  the 
bishop  to  a  confidential  friend. 

Mr.  CoUius  replied,  he  did  not  mean  either ;  but  supposed  there  might  be  some 
public,  but  not  official,  coqmiunication.  His  request  to  the  chair  was  quite  re* 
s^ctfol.  For  himself^  he  was  quite  ready  to  meet  the  three  points  in  the  oonrnm- 
mcation  from  the  episcopacy. 

The  president  said  he  had  no  information  to  give ;  and  Bishop  Soule  observed 
that  the  superintendents  had  not  asked  that  the  oonferenoe  shoula  go  into  the  reso- 
lution at  all,  but  simply  for  official  instruction 'for  the  future  action  of  the'superiiii> 
teodents. 

^  Mr.  Slicer  said  thev  had  had  committee  alter  committee  on  this  subject,  with 
litde  or  no  success.  One  committee  was  now  out  from  conference  consulting  on  a 
matter  springmg  out  of  it,  and  he  could  not  conceive  that  any  ^ood  would  result 
from  referring  thiaconnnunication  to  a  cooamittee.  If  a  commumcatian  were  there 
from  Bishop  Andrew,  it  would  not  relieve  the  case  at  all.  He  might  have  decided 
iuM>n  one  or  other  of  half  a  dozen  different  counes  of  action,  but  that  would  not 
sSect  the  decision  of  conference  at  all,  or  regulate  them  in^their  conclusions,  aB> 
the  officers  to  whom  were  intrusted  the  discharge  of  the  high  funotions  of  the. 
episcopacy,  the  superintendents,  must  have  instructioiis  as  to  the  ooune  they  should 
pursue.  They  asked  three  distinct  qnestionB,  which  that  conference  was  as  wall 
able  to  answer  now  as  it  would  be  to-morrow  night.  He  moved  ^t  the  paper- 
be  taken  up  and  acted  upon  item  by  item. 

Dr.  Durbin  could  have  vrished  that  ^is  part  of  the  same  general  business  had 
lain  over  until  the  committee  to  whom  the  Protest  was  referred  had  brought  in 
their  report  But  if  it  were  necessary  that  the  answers  to  the  questions  of  the 
episcopacy  should  be  given  at  once,  his  mind  was  long  since  made  up  and  his  aem- 
timents  repeatedly  avowed.  He  was  readv  to  vote  that  Bishop  Andrew's  name 
should  remain,  that  he  should  be  supported  according  to  the  ncm  of  DisoiplinOt 
and  that  as  it  regarded  the  third,  tne  determination  of  that  question  was  willi 
Bishop  Andrew,  mod  not  with  that  conference  or  the  superintradents.  The  last 
reply  ne  expected  would  call  forth  remark  from  what  had  now  got  to  be  called  the 
other  side,  though  for  his  part  he  had  always  hoped  and  did  still  hope  that  there 
would  be  no  division.  He  (Dr.  D.^  understood  that  the  bishop  had  taken  advice 
from  the  south,  who  had  given  to  him  in  writing  their  opinion  as  to  what  they 
thought  his  duty  in  the  case.  The  majority  who  voted  that  resolutioi^  intended  to 
give  Bishop  Andrew  their  solemn  sense  and  judgment  as  to  what  they  thought 
was  his  duty  in  the  premises,  and  thus  both  sides  were  before  the  bishop,  and  their 
object  was  to  let  Bishop  Andrew  say  whether  he  would  continue  to  exercise  the 
functions  of  his  office  after  receiving  the  counsels  of  that  coi^erence.  And  as  sooa 
as  Bbhop  Andrew  shall  say  to  the  bishops  that  he  differs  in  opinion  ^m  the 
minority  of  this  conference,  and  does  not  feel  at  liberty  to  foBow  its  counsels,  the 
episcopacy  have  no  right  to  withhold  from  him  his  work«  inasmuch  as  he  is  the 
cmly  person  who  has  a  right  to  reply  to  that  question. 

Mr.  M'Ferrin  observed  that  the  decision  of  the  brother  last  up  would  throw  this 
conference  into  a  very  strange  position.  There  is  a  rule  which  says,  thai  if  a 
bishop  shall  cease  to  travel  without  the  consent  of  the  General  Conference,  he 
shall  be  expelled.  Now  this  conference  refuses  to  say  which  way  Bishop  Andrew 
shall  act.  It  leaves  his  name  on  the  record,  supports  him  from  the  fimas,  and  by 
a  vote  of  their  own  leave  it  optional  with  him.  whether  he  shall  travel  or  not. 
They  say  it  is  the  sense  of  this  oonferenoe  that  he  cease  to  travel ;  and  t^n,  if  he 
do  not  travel,  at  the  next  General  Conference  they  wiU  expel  him  for  desiatiBg 
from  traveUing.    They  said  in  point  of  fact,— 

**  You  shall  and  you  shant, 
You  will  and  you  wont; 
Youll  be  damn'd  if  you  do, 
toum  be  damn'd  i  you  don't" 
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ThoB  M  a  vflty  stnn^e  pioeeedmg.    Let  the  oonference  eome  ouf^  and  tay  at  oooe 
what  diall  be  done  m  the  premiseB. 

Hie  propoaer  of  the  reference  withdrew  his  motion,  and  Blr.  Mitchell  propoaed 
the  fbUowina  resolutioBS,  in  reply  to  the  inqoiriea  of  the  snperintendents  :•— 

**  Sesolvea  Ist,  as  the  sense  of  this  comerenoe,  That  Bishop  And^w's  name 
stand  in  the  Minutes,  Hymn-Book,  and  Discipline,  as  formerly. 

*'  SesolTed  2d.  Tint  the  rule  in  relation  to  the  support  d  a  bishop,  and  Ins  - 
fcmily,  applies  to  Bishop  Andrew. 

**  Resolved  3d.  That  whether  any,  and  in  what  work  Bishop  Andrew  be 
employed,  is  to  be  determined  b;^  his  own  decision  and  action,  in  relation  tt>  tiie 
previoos  action  of  this  conference  in  his  cose.*' 

Mr.  Bandall  moved,  as  an  amendment  to  the  first,  that  the  woids  **  with  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  in  his  case  attached,"  which  was  promptly  voted  down, 
amid  cries  of  '*  outrage,"  *'  msult,"  &c. :  and  the  "  ayes  and  noes"  were  caUed  for 
on  the  first  resolution.  For  it  one  hundred  and  fiify-four,  against  eighteen.  For 
the  second  resolution,  ayes  one  hundred  and  fifty-one,  noes  fonrteen. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Peck  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  third,  the  following:-^"  That  this 
oonference  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  remove  the  responsibility  fitmi  Bishop 
Andrew,  where  it  now  rests." 

Laid  on  the  table,  as  were  some  other  substitutes 

Dr.  Winans  should  go  against  the  res^ution.  The  Discipline  of  the  Church 
knew  no  discretion  in  an  onScer  dT  reeogmzed  standing  to  withdraw  himself  finm 
the  duties  of  his  oflSce.  By  the  two  votes  just  passed,  it  was  clear  and  unequivo- 
oal  that  Bishop  Andrew  had  an  un<]pestioned  standing  as  a  bishop  of  the  M.  £. 
Church,  by  a  vote  of  a  large  muonty  of  that  Church,  and  the  provision  of  the 
Discipline^  and  he  congratulated  the  south  on  the  fiict,  that  they  had  now  a 
mcooHizBD  sLAvsBOLDiiiG  BISHOP,  whoso  name  appeared  on  all  their  records  after 
being  known  as  a  slaveholder.  And  that  bishop  had  no  right  to  elect  as  to  whether 
he  would  serve,  or  in  what  way  he  would  serve. 

Mr.  Cartwright  thought  his  brother  Winans  shouted  before  he  was  happy. 

Dr.  Winans.— I  was  happy. 

Mr.  Cartwright— Yes ;  but  the  brother  was  only  happy  in  the  fidse  fires  of  faia 


imagination,  &c. 

I  The  ayes  and  noes  were  then  taken  on  6ie  third  resolution.  Several  asked  to  be 
•  excused;  some  retired;  and  She  result  of  the  vote  was  ayes  one  hundred  and  three, 
;  noes  siz^-seven. 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  7. 
C&urse  of  Study, 

Mr.  Bdartindale  moved  the  taking  up  of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  tiie  fbor 
years'  couise  of  study,  which  was  taken  t^  accordin^y.  The  first  resolution  pio- 
irased  that  the  bishops  should  prepare,  and  have  prm^,  at  the  Bode  Concern,  a 
nst  of  books,  which  snould  be  made  the  basis  of  the  proposed  course  of  study. 

^  Dr.  Longfrtreet  said  he  would  oppose  this  movement  in  a  vety  short  arsument^ 
vix. ;  that  without  any  of  tiiiese  recjuiaitions  in  their  ministry  they  had  had  nitherto 
most  signal  success.  This  proposition  was  only  the  first  step  toward  other  oondi- 
taons  winch  would  hereafter  oe  imposed  upon  the  ministry.  At  present,  it  was  the 
glory  of  Methodism  that  it  presented  a  minister  for  every  class.  A  few  illiterate 
'men  might  have  crept  into  the  ministry,  but  they  did  no  harm ;  and  no  one  could 
deny  that  they  were  successful  in  the  woric  of  awakening  sinners.  Introduce  this 
plan,  and  the  preachen  would  become  too  scientific,  and  preach  over  the  people's 

Mr.  Peritins  was  in  iavoor  of  the  plan  proposed.  He  did  not  want  the  young 
men  to  grow  up  in  ignorance.  He  did  not  think  that  a  man's  having  a  little  infor- 
mation prevented  his  having  a  feeling  heart;  and  had  yet  to  leam  mat  educatioB 
kept  a  man  from  the  cottage  of  the  p€K)r. 

Dr.  Pieree  regretted  that  he  must  differ  from  his  very  worthy  IHend  and  brother; 
and  this  was  the  secood  time  that  he  (Dr.  P.)  had  regretted  that  a  man  of  his  lean- 
ing and  influence  should  throw  out  hints  so  ungrounded  in  themselves,  and  ao 
iigurious  in  their  tendencies.  The  Apostle  Paul  thought  difierently,  and,  in  his 
epistle,  directed  his  beloved  son  in  the  Gospel,  until  he  came,  to  give  attendance 
to  residing  and  study,  and  cultivate  sound  speech,  that  they  which  were  of  a  com- 
traiy  mind  might  be  ashamed.  He  did  not  think  the  ^lan  proposed  by  the  conir 
mittoe  to  be  in  any  sense  a  test  of  a  man's  call  to  the  ministoy. 
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Hr.  Cooper  denoimood  tho  meamure,  as  making  litenoT^  attahmiente  a  conditioii 
of  membenhip  in  the  miniatry,  and  the  resolatian  came  into  direct  conflict  with  the 
DiacipUne. 

The  report  and  reaohitionB  were  adopted. 

Sooi  Coneemn^Rickmond  Chrigiian  AdnoeaUj  J^e. 

A  motion  to  biy  <m  the  table  a  motion  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Licentiates  prevailed ;  and  the  report  on  the  Book  Concern  was  taken  np.  It 
reoommended  a  grant  of  |2,500  to  the  Bichmond  Christian  Advocate. 

Bilr.  Baper  explained  the  circumstances  nnder  which  the  gi«nt  was  reqnired, 
which  were  still  more  minately  and  folly  stated  bpr 

Mr.  L.  M.  Lee,  who  gave  a  detailed  aocoont  of  the  "  rise  and  progress"  of  the 
Christian  Advocate,  in  Rlshmond«  It  was  started  in  1832,  by  private  individuals, 
and  continaed  by  them  until  1836.  In  that  year  the  Virginia  Conference  purchased 
the  whole  establishment,  and  presented  it  to  the  General  Gonferencein  1840,  that 
it  might  be  published  under  the  sanction  and  authority  of  the  Church.  The  whole 
concern  did  not  cost  the  General  Conference  one  cent  The  paper  had  been  suc- 
cessful in  carrying  out  the  pivpose  for  which  it  was  establisned.  It  had  met  its 
current  expenses;  not  a  debt  had  been  incurred  in  meeting  the  proposition  from 
the  General  Conference,  either  to  raise  $6,000,  or  commence  with  tlu'ee  thousand 
eubscribers.  In  doing  this  he  had  himself  become  personally  liable  for  about  $3,000, 
and  they  looked  to  the  Gentfal  Conference  diat,  as  a  matter  of  justice,  they  should 
be  relieved.  They  had  placed 'in  the  hands  of  the  General  Conference  an  office, 
^.,  worth  $12,000,  and  three  thousand  subscribers;  and  he  deliberately  gave  it 
as  Ins  opinion,  that,  if  the  whole  establishment  were  disposed  of  that  day,  it  would 
leave  a  nett  profit  of  not  less  than  $3,000. 

At  the  last  General  Conference  $7,000  were  granted  to  another  establishment,  to 
relieve  it  icom  embairassments.  They  did  not  aA  so  much  for  the  Richmond 
Christian  Advocate,  but  they  asked  something ;  they  asked  that  confbrenee  to  "  loose 
it  and  let  it  go," — go  freely  and  clearly  without  incumbrance.  At^present  they  had 
to  charge  $2,50  per  annum.  This  prevented  their  competing  with  others.  The 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  was  published  at  $2,  and  many  took  it  in  conse> 
quence.  They  would  like  ihe  privilege  of  reducing  theirs  to  the  same,  that  they 
might  compete  with  it,  as  ihej  oelievea  they  could. 

One  of  toe  committee  said  they  were  amiost  unanimous  in  recommending  ifae- 
grant 

Resolution  agreed  to. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine  on  the  Division  of  the  Church, 

Mr.  Paine  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  com 
mittee  of  nine.  He  thought  it  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  most  important  business 
first,  and  the  report  of  this  committee  he  considered  of  vast  imirartanoe. 

Dr.  Bangs  concurred  as  to  the  importance  of  this  report,  of  which  he  thought  tiie 
conference  must  have  been  convinced,  simply  from  hearing  it  read.  If  the  other 
business  were  first  disposed  of,  ike  number  of  members  then  left  would  be  but 
small.    He  hoped,  therefore,  the  Conference  would  take  up  the  report. 

Mr.  Cartwnght  thought  it  was  natural  Mr  constitutional  somehow  to  make  diffi- 
culties. Now  they  could  live  a  hundred  years  without  that  report,  but  the  electum 
of  conference  officers  mv$i  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  Crowder  said  Mr.  Cartwright  might  not  feel  so  sensibly  as  he  and  those  with 
him  did  on  the  subject  of  this  report,  but  every  member  ouM  deeply  to  feel  its 
importance ;  for  while  he  beHeved  they  might  live  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  years 
^fii^  that  report,  he  was  equally  sore  they  could  not  live  without  it. 

Mr.  Porter  said  there  were  brethren  tliere  whom  they  would  see  no  more  when 
the  Section  was  over.  He  deemed  the  report  as  important  as  any  that  had  been 
before  that  body,  and  wished  to  meet  it  in  toe  cool  of  me  morning,  understandingly 
and  sincerely. 

The  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was  carried,  and  die  report  taken  up  and 
read. 

"  The  select  committee  of  nine,  to  consider  and  report  on  the  declaration  of  &e 
delegates  from  the  conferences  of  the  slaveholt^g  states,  beg  leave  to  submit  the 
fcUowing  report: — 

*  Whmas,  a  declaration  oas  been  presented  to  this  General  Coafarence,  with  tiie 
flignatuies  o/fji/ijfone  delegates  aS  me  body,  from  thirteen  amraal  confBreooes  m 


218  DebaUs  m  tlm. 

Ibe  fllayeholdiing  states,  representing  tha^  for  various  reastsns  enimiersted»  the  eb 
jects  and  poiposes  of  the  Christian  mimstty  and  Cfanich  ori^amzatioti  cammot  be 
sacceasfuUy  accomplished  by  them  under  the  jurisdiction  of  this  General  Confesanoe 
as  now  constituted;  and 

"  Whereas,  in  the  event  of  a  separation,  a  contingency  to  which  the  declaration 
asks  attention  as  not  improbable,  we  esteem  it  the  duty  of  this  General  Conference 
to  meet  the  emergency  with  Christian  kindness  and  the  strictest  equity;  there- 
fore, 

"  Besolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annnal  conferenoes^in  General  Con- 
finrence  assembled, 

"  1st  That,'  should  the  ielef  ates  fiom  the  conferences  in  the  slaveholdii^  sCatea 
Bad  it  necessary  to  unite  in  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  the  blowing  rule 
shall  be  observed  with  regard  to  the  northern  boundary  of  such  connection  t— 'All 
llie  societies,  stations,  and  conferences  adhering  to  the  Church  in  the  souA,-  by  a 
vote  of  a  minority  of  the  members  of  said  societies,  stations,  and  conferences,  shall 
reknain  under  the  unmolested  pastoral  care  of  the  Southern  Church;  and  the  min- 
isters  of  the  M.  £.  Church  shall  in  no  wise  attempt  to  organize  Churches  or  societies 
within  the  limits  of  the  Church  south,  nor  shall  they  attempt  to  exercise  any  pas* 
toral  ovefidght  therein ;  it  beinf  understood  that  the  ministry  of  the  south  recipro- 
cally observe  the  same  rule  in  reWon  to  stations,  societies,  and  conferences  adhering, 
by  vote  of  a  minority,  to  die  M.  E.  Church ;  provided  also  that  this  rule  shall  appfy 
odIj  to  societies,  stations,  and  conferences  bordering  on  the  line  of  division,  and  not 
to  mterior  charges,,  which  shall  in  all  cases  be  left  to  the  care  of  that  Chmrch  within 
whose  territory  they  are  situated. 

*'  2d.  That  mimsters,  local  and  travelling,  of  eveiy  grade  and  office  in  the  M.  E. 
Church,  may,  as  they  prefer,  remain  in  that  Church,  or,  without  blame,  attach  them- 
selves to  the  Church  south. 

**  3d.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  aU  the  annual  conferences  in  General  Cox^ 
ferenoe  assembled,  That  we  recommend  to  all  the  annual  conferences,  at  their  first 
approaching  sessions,  to  authorize  a  change  of  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  so  that 
l£e  first  clanse  shall  read  thus  :^— '  They  shall  not  apprt^riate  the  produce  of  the 
Book  Concern,  nor  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  to  any  purpose  other  than  for  the  bene- 
fit of  ^  travelling,  supemumeraiy,  superannnatea,  and  worn-out  preachers,  their 
wives,  widows,  and  cnildren,  and  to  such  other  purposes  as  may  be  deterauned 
upon  by  the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  General  Conference.* 

"  4th.  That  whenever  the  annual  conferences,  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  llieir 
members  voting  on  the  third  resolution,  shall  have  concurred  in  the  recommenda- 
tion to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati 
shall,  and  they  are  hereby  iiuthorized  and  directed  to  deliver  over  to  any  authorized 
agent  or  appointee  of  tne  Church  south,  should  one  be  authorized,  all  notes  and 
book  accounts  against  the  ministers.  Church  members,  or  citizens  within  its  bounda- 
ries, with  authority  to  collect  the  same  for  the  sole  use  of  the  Bou&em  Church,* 
and  that  said  agents  also  convey  to  ^e  aforesaid  agent,  or  appointee  of  the  south, 
all  the  real  estate,  and  assign  to  him  all  the  property,  incluaing  presses,  stodk,  and 
all  right  and  interest  connected  with  the  printing  establishments  at  Charlesioo, 
Richmond,  and  Nashville,  which  now  belong  to  the  M.  £.  Church. 

"  5th.  That  when  the  annual  conferencojf  shall  have  approved  the  afijresaid  change 
in  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  there  shall  be  transferred  to  the  above  agent  of  too 
Southern  Church  so  much  of  the  capital  and  produce  of  the  Methodist  Book  Con- 
oem  as  will,  with  the  notes,  book  accounts,  presses,  &c.,  mentioned  in  the  last  reso- 
lution, bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  property  of  said  Concern  that  the 
travelling  preachers  in  the  Southern  Church  shall  bear  to  all  the  travelling  mimsters 
of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Church ;  the  division  to  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the 
number  of  travelling  preachers  in  the  fordieoming  Minutes. 

''  6th.  That  the  above  transfer  shall  be  m  the  form  of  annual  payments  of  $2,500 
per  annum,  and  specifically  in  stock  of  the  Book  Conoem,  and  in  southern  notes 
and  accounts  due  the  establishment,  and  accruing  after  the  first  transfer  mentiqned 
a|»ove ;  and  until  all  the  payments  are  made,  the  Southern  Church  shall  share  in  aO 
the  nett  profits  of  the  Book  Concern,  in  the  proportion  that  the  amount  due  theoi, 
or  in  arrears,  bears  to  all  the  property  of  the  Concern. 

"  7th.  That  ■   be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  commissioners  to  act  inooo- 

cert  with  the  same  number  of  commissioners  appointedJ)y  the  southern  organizft* 
tion,  (should  one  be  formed,)  to  estimate  the  amount  which  will  fall  due  to  the  south 
l(f  tftie  preoedxng  rule^  and  to  have  faU  powera  to  carry  into  effisct  the  whole  «R«ig»> 
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nients  propoiedwith  ragvd  to  the  dmBioo  of  jsvoper^,  shonld  die  separslbii  take' 
place.  And  if  by  any  meana  a  vacancy  ocean  in  thia  board  of  eonnniaaionen,  tlie 
Book  Committee  at  New-Toric  shall  fill  said  vacancy. 

**  8th.  That  whenever  anj  agents  of  the  Southern  Charch  are  clothed  with  legal 
anthoritj  or  corporate  power  to  act  in  the  premisea,  the  agents  at  New-Yoik  are 
hereby  authorized  fnd  directed  to  act  in  conoett  with  said  soatbem  agents,  so  as  to 
give  tke  provisions  of  these  resolotbns  a  legally  bindine  ibroe. 

"  9th.  That  all  the  property  of  the  Methodist  Epiaoopai  Church  in  meeting-hooaea, 
parsonages,  ooQeges,  schools,  conference  funds,  cemeteries,  and  of  every  kinl  within 
uie  limits  of  the  southern  organization,  shall  be  for  ever  free  from  any^laim  set  up 
jQ  the  part  of  the  Methodist'£pi8Ccq>al  Church,  so  far  as  this  resolution  can  be  of 
force  in  the  prettdses. 

"  10th.  That  the  Cfaq^h  so  formed  in  the  south  sh^  have  a  common  property  in 
aU  the  copy-rights  in  possession  of  the  Book  Concern  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati, 
at  ^  time  of  the  settlement  by  the  ccmmissioners. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  respectfully  requested  to  lay  that  part  of  tibdb 
re^rt  requiring  the  action  of  the  annual  conferences  before  them  as  soon  as  po»^ 
sible,  beginning  with  the  New-York  Conference. 

*'  BobntT  PAtv I,  Ckairmmu 

"NewhYork,  Jwne  7,  1844." 

Dr.  Elliott  moved  its  adoption,  and  would  explain  his  vie^  on  the  jmligect  wi^ 
out  attempting  to  approach  debate.    He  had  had  the  opportunity  ^}f  examining  it, 
and  had  done  so  narrowly.    He  believed  it  would  insure  the  purposes  designed, 
and  would  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  Church.    It  was  his  firm  opinion  that 
tins  was  a  proper  course  for  them  to  pursue,  in  oonformi^  with  the  Scnptnies,  and 
the  best  aimlo^es  they  could  collect  frvm-  the  ancieiit  Churches,  aa  well  as  from 
the  besUorgamzed  modem  Churches.     All  history  did  not  furrnsh  an  examjple  of  / 
so  larse  a  body  of  ChristianB  remaining  in  suefa  dose  and  unbroken«comiection  aaf 
die  Ib&thodist  Episcopal  Church.    It  was  now  fbund  necessary  to  separate  thial 
large  bod^,  for  it  was  becoming  unwieldy.    .He  referred  to  the  Churchet  at  Antiooh,  i 
Alexandria,  and  Jerusalem,  which,  though  they  continued  as  one,  were  at  least  an 
distinct  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would  be  if  the  suggested  separatioB 
took  plao^.    The  Church  of  England  was  one  under  the  Bishops  of  Canterbuiy  and 
York,  connected  and  yet  distinct.     In  his  own  mind  it  had  been  for^yeen  perfectly 
dear  that  to  this  oonolusion  they  must  eventually  come.    Were  the  question  that 
now  unhappily  agitated  the  bbdy  dead  and  buried,  there  viinM.  be  good  reason  for  | 
passing  the  resolutions  contained  in  that  report.    As  to  their  representation  in  that  * 
Generul  Conference,  one  out  of  twenty  was  but  a  meagre  representation,  and  tg  go 
on  as  they  had  done,  it  would  soon  be  one  out  of  tincty.    And  the  body  was  now>  * 
too  large  to  do  business  advantageously.    The  measare  contemplated  was  not  I 
schism,  but  separation  for  their  mutual  convenienpe  and  prosperi^.  ^ 

Dr.  Paine  said,  the  committee  wished  a  verbid  alteration  made.  In  the  fifdi  reso* 
'hition  ''  preachers"  were  spoken- of  in  the  Southern  Chuit;h,  and  ^'ministers"  in 
the  fMn-tbeTn.  Nothing  was  said  there  of  the  Chartered  Pond—- the  committee  had' 
prepared  the  following  additional  retolntion  to  meet  the  omission  :— 

'*  12.  Resolved,  That  the  book  agents  at  New*York  be  directed  to  make  saeh  com- 
pensation to  the  conferences  south  for  their  dividend  £fom  the  Chartered  Fui»i  as'  • 
the  comnussionerB  to  be  provided  for  shall  agrae  upon." 

Mr.  Crowder.— Is  it  dividend,  or  capital  ?    • 

Dr.  Bangs.— It  must  be  dividend-^e  capital  cannot  be  touched. 

Mr.  Griffith  had  a  few  words  to  say  in  relsticn  to  this  extraordinary  measure, 
against  which  he  would  record  his  dissent  if  he  stood  alone  in  the  matter.  He  con- 
tended that  if  to  pass  an  act  that  was  against  the  hiw  be  termed  extra  judicial,  tiien  I 
this  measure  was  extra  legislative.  The^  dared  not  refer  this  question  to  the  annual  I 
conferences,  which  the  constitution  required  them  do,  but  they  put  it  on  a  very  dif- 
ferent issue,  viz..  When  a  majori^  of  that  conference  thou^t  it  expedient,  then 
the  annual  conferences  were  to  be  applied  to,  to  make  a  distribution  of  the  property 
of  the  bbdy.  They  put  it  in  the  power  of  any  body  of  men  to  reorCTuize  them- 
selves and  make  a  distinct  body  whenever  they  chose.  He  denied  that  any  one 
had  a  right  to  divide  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  wanted  to  know  if  thev'- 
were  seat  here  to  divide  tlui  Metiiodist  Episcopal  Charch.  If  there  was  any  such 
eothori^,  he  had  not  seen  it.^gain,  the  report  went  to  disfranchise  many  members  of' 
heir  oommon  right  to  choose  whei^  they  wffl  belong.    To  be  sure,  H  granted  l» 
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.certain  border  cmmite  to  ny  where  they  wmdd  belong,  bnt  tfaoee  hkterior  it 
I  compelled  to  Babmission,  eivuig  them  no  ohoice  if  ^ey  wuhed  to  be  members  of 
rae  Methodut  EpiBcopal  Cnarch,  whether  it  shoold  be  the  soathem  or  nortfaenu 
nVhere  wu  the  authority  for  all  this  f  Where  that  liberty  of  conicdence  of  whidi 
no  man  shonld  be  deprived  t  The  man  who  wo^ld  dare  to  depriTe  his  fellow-maB 
of  the  rights  of  oonscience  was  a  tyrant,  whether  he  mifht  be  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  General  Conference  or  a  Pope.  He  noped  the  ayes  and  noea 
would  be  called,  that  the  people  might  know  which  delegates  sent  there  for  o^ier 
TYorposes  had  consented  to  the  separation  of  the  great  body  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Chnrch.  ^ 

Mr.  Cartwright  felt  a-  little  embanassed;  not  the  usual  embarrassmient  he  felt 
when  he  spoke  before  his  superiors ;  but  he  was  embarrassed,  in  the  first  place, 
^jecause  he  saw  his  southern  brethren  coming  up  to  this  measure  in  a  solid  phuanx ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  because  he  saw  lawyers  and  doctors,  to  say  nothing  of 
scribed  and  Pharisees,  lending  their  aid  to  it.  He  was  also  embanassed  because 
they  were  on  the  eve  of  a  final  acyourmnent,  and  if  all  were  as  anxious  to  retire  as 
he  was,  they  would  have  gone  home  long  ago.  They  had  boasted,  as  the  pubUc 
newspapers  and  your  records  will  show,  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chmnch  is 
one  and  indivisibw-Hi  unit.  They  had  not  had  any  schism,  and^  perhaps  they  would 
not  have  any  now.  He  thanked  God  that  in  the  radical  agitation  he  was  one  of  the 
noble  twenty-six  who  stood  up  against  it.  He  would  ratiier  die  himself  than  kill 
the  Church.  He  thought  the  measure  was  a  wicked  one,  and  tiiat  it  robbed  both 
the  north  anif  the  south  of  their  rights.  He  spoke  of  the  south  and  then  of  the 
north,  and  said  if  any  of  the  north  wanted  to  go  with  the  south  he  would  say  with  , 
aU  his  heart.  Amen ;  let  them  go,  and  God  speed  them.  He  thought  the  proposed 
arrangements  would  create  war  and  strife  in  the  border  conferences;  he  knew  it 
I  to  be  an  easy  matter  to  take  it  in  this  lumping,  gulpine  way,  and  to  swallow  it  alto- 
gether, but  he  chose  to  go  right  in  the  outset,  and  wnile  he  dihclaimed  their  right 
to  lord  it  over»the  people,  he  also  disclaimed  their  right  to  rob  ihe  people. 

He  then  referred  to  Dr.  Elliott  He  had  defended  the  doctor  but  a  few  daya 
since,  but  the  doctor  had  exceeded  hiip^in  his  eloc[uence  to4ay.  Nevertheless  he 
claimed  to  have  as  much  common  sense  as  Dr.  EUiott ;  and  though  his  sense  mi^t 
be  conmion;  he  trusted  that  it  was  not  '.'  undean.*'  The  doctor  had  passed  over 
musty  bookiB,  and  h^  gone  back  to  the  **  days  beford  the  flood,"  or  vety  shortly 
after,  to  find  examples.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  the  csreature  cif 
Providence,  and  he  wanted  to  know  whv  the  doctor's  &ith  failed  him  when  tl»ey 
;  entered  on  this  ocean  of  slavery.  Now  he  thought  Providence  had  always  ander- 
!  taken  for  them.  They  liad  been  Ishmaelites,  every  man's  hand  was  against  them, 
not  onl^  in  the  world,  but  in  evei^  political  mannlacturing  shop ;  but,  upbonie  by 
the  nugesty  of  truth  and  the  Jbaptismalfire  of  "the  Holy  Ghost,  tiiiey  had  outridden 
the  storm,  and  were  not  wrecked.  From  the  time  of  O'Kelley  down  to  the  last 
Scottite  disturbances  God  had  provided  a  trashrtrap  to  take  the  scum  away.  He 
had  trusted  God  before,  and  he  was  not  afraid  to  trust  him  again.  He  thanked  God 
that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  not  a  prison,  where  they  were  obliged  ' 
to  stay,  but  there  was  a  door  in  and  a  door  out.  He  was  opposed  to  tins  measure, 
because  it  would  set  a  bad  precedent,  and'  would  have  a  tendency  to  hvedc 
the  Church  into  a  thousand  ramifications.  If  they  had  come  up  to  meir  confer- 
ences in  view  of  this  state  of^thin^,  the  case  would  have  been  altered  entirdy,  bat 
he  knew  that  some  parts  of  the  mterior  had  never  heard  of  such  a  state  of  miuBi, 
and  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter  to  satisfy  the  people  that  we  have  not  acted  m 
advance  of  the  Disciplitte  and  constitution,  lie  contended  that  they  had  no  author- 
ity conferred  upon  them,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  divide  the  Church.  As 
one  of  the  southern  *membera  had  said  to  him  emphatically,  so  he  would  say  to 
them  now,  Pause  before  you  go  too  &r,  pause— and  if  you  will  not  do  it  for  ours, 
do  it  for  your  own  sakes.  He  was  virilling  to  go  for  this  proposition,  and  tins  alone, 
to  lay  the  whole  case  before  die  people  during  the  next  mur  years,  and  if  the  next 
General  Conference  came  up  instructed  to  enact  this  measure,  they  wUl  have  some 
excuse  for  doing  so.  He  had  discharged  his  dnty  in  the  fear  of  God  and  man,  and 
he  would  go  home  with  a  quiet  conscience. 

Dr.  Paine  said  that  he  approached  the  suljject  with  friendly  feeUngs  toward  all, 
and  with  solemnity,  on  account  of  its  importaace.  This  had  been  pronounced  a 
revolutionary  measure.  There  is  not  in  any  govemm^^a  provision  made  to  divida 
itself,  and  consequently  it  must  be  done  by  violence,  7  in  a  peaceful  manner,  by 
oemmoD  consent    The  case  of  Bishop  Andrew  had  thrown  Un&m  into  a  peeidiar 
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ittitnde.  He  oould  not  ny  what  was  tfa^  itote  of  feeling  in  fafe  conference,  bat 
tboae  brethren  who  lived  nearer  had  heard  from  their  people,  and  the^  hear  that  they 
•re  very  much  excited.  Unless  steps  of  conciliation  were  taken,  or  which  he  saw 
no  prospect,  the  possibility  of  separation  could  not  be  denied,  and  this  measure 
was  taken  tiut  it  might  be  effectea'  pleasantly.  He  did  not4uiow  for  certain^  that 
separation  wonld  take  place,  that  it  would  become  positively  and  imperiously  ne- 
cessaiy.  He  ardently  hoped  it  would  not  The  south  gjenerally  did  not  desire  it, 
tikey  were  unwilling  that  it  should  take  place ;  and  for  himself,  he  could  honestly 
say,  that  the  most  painfiil  circumstances  through  which  he  ever  passed,  except  tlie 
pan^  of  conviction  and  repentance  before  God,  were  those  connected  with  this 
subject  The  south  had  resorted  to  this  measure  to  avoid  a  greater  calamity.  If 
on  arriving  at  home,  in  order  to  keep  down  faction,  and  prosecute  harmonious^jr 
^  great  end  of  the  Methodist  ikiinistr]^,  they  found  it  necessair  to  act  upon  this 
measure,  they  should  feel  bound  to  do  it ;  woA  out  of  love  to  Methodist  doctrines 
and  iastitntions,  to  the  souls  of  men,  and  the  honour  of  their  common  Master,  cany 
out  the  provisions  of  this  enactment  But  they  would  nothhus  act  unless  driven 
to  it  The  separation  would  not  be  effected  by  the  passage  of  these  resolutions 
through  thf  General  Conference.  They  must  pass  the  annual  conferences,  begin- 
ning at  NeW'Yoric,  and  when  they  came  round  to  the  south  the  preachers  there 
would  think,  and  deliberate,  and  feel  the  pulse  of  public  sentiment,  and  of  the 
members  of  the  Church,  and  act  in  the  fear  of  God  and  with  a  single  desire  for  his 
glory.  Let  not  brothren  suppose  Uiat  because  they  hailed  from  the  south  they 
wero  pugnacious  and  schismatic.  They  were  not  reckless  men,  but  men  of  God 
and  CnristianB.  They  had  no  revolutionaiy  designs,  but  desfred  to  go  home  to  their 
people,  prepared  to  satisfy  their  demands,  and  because  th^  loved  souls  they 
wished  to  prepare  for  the  worst  They  should  be  tme  people  still  until  it  was  for- 
mally announced,  by  a  convention  of  the  southern  Churehes,  tbat  ifaey  had  resolved 
to  ask  an  organization  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  report  Twelve  or 
eighteen  months  would  transpire  ere  they  could  act  in  the  premises,  by  which  tune 
the  feverish  excitement— if  feverish  excitement  it  be — ^vrill  have  passed  avray. 
The  south,  however,  felt  seriously  apprehensive,  that  the  necessity  even  now  ex- 
isted. Yet  he  repeated  they  were  not  schismatics,  no  *'  tiash-trap"  vras  to  catch 
ihem.    He  hoped  the  brother  did  not  apply  that  offensive  term  to  them. 

Mr.  Cartwnght    I  did  not 

Dr.  Paine  continued.  They  were  notrevolutionistB,  and  though  the  press  some 
of  them,  and  these  periiaps  were  mere  letter>writerB-*had  dealt  in  vituperative  re- 
marks ;  he  called  upon  them  to  bear  witness  that  their  discussions  had  proceeded 
with  marked  kindness  and  courtesy  generally,  wlnle  in  committee  not  one  unkind 
word  had  been  uttered,  or  an  unkind  feeling  existed.  Brethren  who  had  heard  from 
their  people  were  alarmed  at  the  increasing  dissatisfection  among  them,  and  all  the 
southern  orethren  desh^  was  to  have  some  ground  to  stand  upon  when  they  got 
home.  He  could  wish  the  discussions  now  to  be  at  an  end,  and  that  thejr  should 
go  home  to  pray,  to  tlnnk,  and  deliberate.  Brethren  had  placed  them  m  a  sad 
dilemma,  for  theif  had  practically  disputed  the  equality  of  their  rights.  The  bre^- 
ren  say,  that  they  put  ueir  dissent  upon  this ;  he  wished  they  had  put  their  dissent 
iipon  the  acta  that  had  brought  them  to  this,  and  that  they  had  beUeved  them  when 
they  told  them  of  this  state  of  things.  As  to  the  allusions  that  had  been  made  to 
bonier  warikre,  he  could  only  say  that  the  measure  had  been  prepared  as  a  peace 
measure.  If  they  were  inchned  for  warihre,  the  south  had  talent  enough  to  enter 
upon  it  If  they  (the  south)  were  to  call  a  mass-meeting  in  this  city,  and  stale 
their  wrongs,  they  would  be  able  to  enlist  almost  univerB^  sympathy  on  their  be- 
half, and  the  city  and  the  Churches  would  be  agitated;  but  this  Ae  south  depre- 
cated. They  strongly  deprecated  it ;  this  measure  had  been  concocted  in  a  spiriit 
of  compromise  and  fraternal  feeling,  in  the  hope  of  preventing  agitation  and  schism. 
I>et  no  man  interrupt  the  frEitemaf  and  loving  spint  they  sought  to  establish,  but 
let  them  enter  upon  the  question  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  let  their  breUirsn  be 
assured  the  south  entertained  no  bitter  or  hoetfle  feelings  in  the  premises. 

Dr.  Lnckey  said  that  on  some  subjects  he  had  no  obieetion  to  a  little  levity,  bat 
he  thought  this  of  too  grave  and  serious  a  character,  ft  was  a  serious  and  eventfhl 
movement,  because  they  had  come  to  a  very  serious  and  eventful  crisis  in  th4  pro- 
gress of  Methodism  in  this  country.  He  regarded  the  resolution  as  provisionary 
and  preliminary,  settling  nothing  at  present,  but  providing,  in.  an  amicable  and  pro- 
per way,  for  such  action  m  it  m%ht  hereafter  be  necessary  to  take.  He  hoped 
•aeb  neoeasi^  woold  never  arise,  and  that  southern  Iwethwn  would  not  find  il 
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neceMary  to  leatva  tbein.  Beferanoe  bad  been  made  to  vbommtm,  Ac.  But  wft 
it  not  better  that  they  ftboold  sepamte  than  have  a  oontmaatiim  of  strife  axai  of 
warfiuie  f  The  danger  apprehended  by  his  friend  from  IlibioiB  existed  only  in  the 
fires  of  his  imagination.  He  (Dr.  L.)  had  eaid  privately  and  frequently,  tbiat  if  the 
separation  were  necessary,  it  ooght  to  be  amicably  and  oonstitntionuly  effected, 
and  there  was  no  intention  of  doing  it  otherwise.  Allusion  bad  been  made  to  the 
radicalism  that  had  disturbed  the  Chacch  some  yean  ago,  bat  that  bad  no  affinity 
with  the  present  case.  He  granted  that  Hr,  Wesley  had  conteaoded  at  one  time 
for  the  unity  of  the  Methooust  body  throughout  the  worid,  but  he  sabsequenUy 
saw  it  necessary  to  permit  the  connection  in  the  United  Btates  to  separate^  and  had 
it  not  been  for  the  bestj 

Dr.  Bangs  explained  the  composition  of  the  committee,  as  fiamed  by  three  from 
the  south,  three  from  the  middle  states,  and  three  from  the  north*  They  were 
also  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  conference,  how  to  act  in  the  pemises ;  that 
if  ihev  could  not  adjust  the  difficultieB  amicably,  they  were  to  provide  for  separa- 
tion if  they  could  do  so  constilutionally.  Under  sucn  instmctions  the  committee 
went  out  and  proceeded  to  interchange  their  thoughts  UDon  the  subject.  Great 
difficulties  arose,  which  were  revolved  in  thei^  minds,  ana  after  two  oays.of  close 
labor,  after  minute  inspection  and  revision  of  every  sentence,  they  had  presented 
tibis  report,  from  which  the  conference  would  see  that  they  had  at  least  obeyed 

I  their  instructions,  and>  had  met^  the  constitutional  difficulty  by  sending  round  to 

I  the  annual  conferences  that  portion  of  the  report  which  requvea  their  ooncuirenoe. 
The  speakers  who  have  opposed  that  report  have  taken  entirely  erroneous  views 

,  of  it  It  did  not  speak  of  division — ^tbe  word  had  been  oarefoll^  avoided  tfarangh 
the  whole  document— it  only  said,  "  in  the  event  of  a  separation  taking  place," 
throwing  the  responsibility  from  off  the  shoulders  of  the  General  Conference  and 

'  iipon  those  who  should  say  that  such  a  separation  was  necessary.  He  hoped  tiie 
tune  would  never  come.  But  what  was  the  true  course  for  men  brought  into  diffi- 
eolties  7  Why,  there  was  an  old  adage — and  he  knew  not  that  it  was  any  the 
worse  for  its  age-~Of  two  evils  choose  the  leastp— the  choice  was  between  tha 
violent  separation  of  the  south  and  its  peaceable  and  amicable  separation ;  and 
which  was  the  lesser  evil  T  He  need  not  answert  for  the  response  was  alreod^  m 
every  man's  breast.  Objections  had  been  made  on  the  ground  of  the  resolutioiis 
interfering  with  Uberty^  of  conscience  on  the  part  of  the  members,  by  forcing  them 

.  to  take  a  position  which  they  mia^t  not  wish  to  take.  That  was  a  groundless 
objection  altogether.    The  laws,  discipline,  doctrine,  government,  all  would  be 

■  the  same,  and  tbey  should  be  as  warm  m  their  affection  toward  each  other  as  they 
were  now.  [  Ameui  in  a  very  earnest  and  feeling  tone  from  Dr.  Capers.]  Allnsaon 
had  been  maae  to  the  course  pursued  by  Mr.  Wesley,  in  reference  to  the  Methodtst 
Church  in  the  United  States.    Tha  same  would  apply  to  the  Methodist  societies  In 

.  Ireland.    They  had  an  independent  conference. 

fiUrveral  voices.    No.  no. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Sargent— They  have  a  separate  relation,  just  as  the  gDvemmeat  of 
.  Iralaiid  differs  from  the  government  of  England— -it  is  mdeed  adapted  to  the  ctvil 
yvenunent 

.Dr.  Bangs.-— That  is  just  what  is  wanted.  The  south  asked  a  separate  confer- 
.  •nee,  adapted  to  the  institufioDs  of  that  portion  of  the  coontiy.  Another  evil  was 
.  that  there  was  a  diversity  of  sentiment  among  the  border  cooferences ;  if  the  line 

■  proposed  by  the  resolutions  were  drawn  it  woold  lessen  tha  evil,  and  perhaps  re- 
move it  out  of  the  way  altogether.  He  (Dr.  B.)  had  been  a  travelling  preacher 
about  forQr-four  years,  and  gloried  in  the  belief  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  was  one ;  he  had  done  all  in  his  power  to  keep  it  so.  He  hoped  that  the 
providence  of  God  would  overrule  the  present  adverse  circumstances  for  aood ;  bat 
jf  the^  must  separate,  was  it  right  to  deprive  their  brethren  of  the  souui  of  their 
^t  Tuhts  ?    Would  it  be  right  for  the  muority  to  deprive  the  minority  of  one 

,  iota  of  their  rights,  temporal  or  spiritual  7  He  would  not  do  it,  and  he  hoped  die 
conference  would  come  to  a  unanimous  adoption  of  the  report 

Mr.  Fflmoro  explainad  still  further  the  oonsdtotion  and  labours  of  the  committee, 
and  went  on  to  say  that  the  design  of  God  in  raising  up  the  Methodasts  was  to 
apread  Scriptural  holiness  through  the  land.  The  bretbren  from  the  sooth  feared 
taey  oould  not  go  on  doing  this  under  existing  circumstonces.  The  north  said  if 
the^  3rielded  any  of  the  ground  they  had  taken,  they  should  throw  impediments  in 
:  their  own  path  m  cairyinx  out  the  same  object  Now  Methodism,  as  the  child  of 
.  providence,  adlJosts  herself,  as  she  had  always  done»  to  tha  circuaaitatMsas  of  the 
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propoied  ^hat,  if  these  fetm  proved  weQ  gnmndad,,  they^  dsride  into 
'.bands,  asod  go  on  «preadinff  holineM  through  their  respective  territories : .  their 
■*e,  he  beUe^    '  *'  '  "      -    •  '    '  »  —    »  .,.,,. 


strife,  he  believed,  woold  be  to  excel  in  straightrforwara  Wesleyan  Methodism. 
The  reiolations  do  not  say  that  the  south  must  go,  shall  go,  will  go,  or  that  anj-  « 
body  wants  them  to  go ;  but  simply  make  provision  for  such  a  contingency,  and  / 
provide  that  in  such  case  they  shall  have  all  necessaxy  munitions  of  war  for  cany*  I 
mg  on  their  holy  enterprise.  He  did  not  think  there  was  a  man  among  them  who  -  f 
would  dare  to  lay  his  head  upon  his  pillow,  if  he  held  from  his  southern  brethren 
one  cent  of  their  common  funds. 

The  report  had  cost  die  committee  three  days  of  close  application,  and  the  sab- 
committee  had  worked  by  night  as  well  as  by  4layi  Every  sentiment  in  the  veport 
had  been  sifted,  and  eveiy  word  weighed,  and  me  committee  had  brought  it  hi 
understanding  what  it  was.  He  was  aware  it  was  the  work  of  human  hands ; 
but  let  the  General  Conference  propose  fiffy  amendments,  and  fif^  to  one  they 
would  amend  it  for  the  worse. 

Mr.  Finley  cpuld  see  in  the  report  no  proposition  to  divide  the  Church.    If  he    I 
saw  such  a  projposal  he  should  stop  at  the  threshold.    Nor  did  he  see  anything    I 
unconstitutional  m  it.    The  constitution  did  not  require  them  to  send  abroad  a  pro-   | 
position  to  divide  the  Church,  and  it  would,  thersfore,  be  unconstitntional  to  send  i 
such  a  proposition  to  the  annual  conferences.    And  now  he  expected  his  brother  I 
fiom  Illmois  (Cartw^ght)  and  himself  would  tear  the  blanket  between  them,  they 
having  got  hold  of  opposite  sides.    The  parties  voting  on  each  side  of  the  great 
question  stood  precisely  alike.    There  was  a  gveat  gulf  between  them,  and  be 
wished  there  was  middle  'gjround,  on  which  both  could  stwid.    His  heart  would 
have  gladly  moved  iurther,  if  he  could  hove  secured  what  he  wanted ;  but  he  and 
his  friends  had  gono  as  fiv  as  the  safety  of  the  woiiL  would  allow  them.    There 
was  one  point  that  had  not  been  touched  ^et.    Mr.  Wesley  separated  the  American 
Church  from  the  English  Church.     And  in  1824-8  there  was  an  application  made 
by  the  Canada  Conference  to  set  them  off  as  a  distinct  Church ;  and  the  Genenil  . 
Conference  told  them  they  had  no  power  to  do  so,  but  gave  them  liberty  to  do  just  f 
what  they  now  proposed  to  do  with  the  south.    They  agreed,  that  if  ^ey  went  off  ' 
and  set  up  for  themselves,  we  would  anthorize  one  of  our  bishops  to  ovdndn  a  man 
for  them,  if  they  should  elect  one  to  the  episcopacy. 

Mr.  Cartwright.'-^We  did  not  give  them  any  part  of  the  fends.  f 

Dr.  Bangs. — ^The  New-York  Conference  gave  them  $10,000. 

Mr.  Finley.— The  General  Conference  voted  that  the  New-York  Conference  sfaonid 
nuke  that  division,  and  we  are  now  doing  nothing  more  than  we  did  then. 

A  can  being  made  fer  the  reading  of  the  jourau  on  this  point, 

Mr.  Hamline  took  the  floor,  by  consent,  until  the  journals  were  ezacmined.  He 
explained  the  action  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  the  sixth  restrictive  article. 
When  the  first  committee  met,  they  had  before  them  a  M>er  which  proposed  a  new- 
form  or  division  of  tibe^  Church.  The  committee  thought  there  were  mfficulties  m 
tiie  way  of  such  a  proposition.  One  provision  was,  to  send  it  to  the  annual  confer- 
ences, but  that  was  unconstitntional  and  revolutionary  in  its  character;  and  when 
their  votes  came  back,  the  General  Conference  would  have  no  more  authority  than 
they  had  now.  Whj,  then,  send  itT  The  Book  Concern  is  chartered  in  behalf  of 
the  General  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  they  did  sepa- 
rate until  only  one  state  remamed,  still  Methodism  vronld  remain  the  same^  ana  it 
would  still  be  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States.  Bat  if  they 
sent  out  to  the  annual  conferences  to  alter  one  restrictive  article,  it  would  be  coo- 
Btitutional,  and  to  divide  the  Book  Concern  so  tloit  Obey  miaht  be  honest  men  and  I 
ministers.  The  resolution  soes  on  to  make  provision,  if  ttie  annual  conferenoes  > 
concur,  for  the  security  and  efficiency  of  the  southern  conferences ;  for  the  Method^t 
Church  would  embrace  them  in  its  fraternal  arms,  tendering  to  them  fratenial  feel- 
ings and  die  temporalities  to  which  they  were  entitled.  Ana  the  committee  thou^t 
it  could  not  be  oDJeeted  to  on  the  grouiid  of  comtiifl  Uoualily .  He,  for  one,  womd 
wish  to  have  his  name  recorded  aiffinning  thcon  to  be  bretwen,  if  they  found  dwy 
most  separate.  God  forbid  that  they  sfimld  go  as  an  aim  tarn  out  of  the  body, 
leaving  the  point  of  junction  all  gory  and  ghasdy  t  But  let  them  go  as  brathran 
"beloved  in  die  Lord,**  and  let  us  hear  their  voice  responsive,  daiminff  us  for  brethren. 
Let  us  JO  and  preach  Jesus  to  them,  and  let  them  come  and  preach  Jesus  to  ns.  ■ 

Or.  Bond  said  he  had  paid  attention  to  the  reading  of  the  report,  and  understood 
^he  intention  of  the  committee  to  be  to  |Mt>vide  for  peace,  ana  love,  and  harmony 
still  to  be  perpetuated  in  the  giteat  Methodist  femily.    Suc^  was  the  dedaraticm, 
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and  lie  hoDed  tach  was  the  aatoem  intentioiiorthat  irepoit«  As  to  the  oofnstitntioinl 
objection,  ne  presumed  that  no  one  there  would  contend  that  there  could  have  becap 
any  constitutioDal  provision  for  the  separatioa  of  one  p|art  of  the  Church  from  an* 
other ;  aad  if  the  necessity  of  the  case  now  required  it,  it  coold  only  be  justified  by 
the  adage,  that  "  necessity  has  np  law."  In  carrying  out  the  provinon  necessary 
for  such  an  a^pstment,  those  who  framed  the  report  were  com|)elled  to  assume  tfaio 
light  to  prevent  Churches  and  societies  from  deciding  aocordin^  to  elective  affinity 
And  hence  ,it  had  provided  diat  societies  or  Churches  m  the  mterior  conferences 
who  went  off,  or  who  remained,  could  not  chanfi;e  their  rebition  to  the  conferencea 
where  they  were  found.  They  only  justified  this  on  the  ground  of  neoeasi^,  to 
avoid  the  agitations  that  would  ^w  out  of  a  different  state  of  things.  Why,  then, 
(continued  Dr.  Bond,)  if  the  object  is  to  procure  peace  and  to  prevent  couflicto— 
whY»  then,  does  it  provide  for  a  border  warfare  from  Delaware  to  the  Ohio  River? 
and  how  much  further  my  geography  does/not  supply  data.  The  Philadel^ua  Con- 
ference has  all  the  slave  territory  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  two  counties  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  every  one  will  be  )eft  to  saV  how  &r  the  border  extends,  and  all  that 
portion  of  th^  countiy  must  bQ  agitated  with  the  question  as  to  what  oQuGsreuoe 
tttey  belonff  to !  When  you  get  to  the  Baltimore  Conference,  you  have  ten  co|uitiies 
below  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  m  the  valley  of  Virginia,  and  here  again  must  be  cviied 
on  a  border  warfare !  Again,  the  Ohio  Conference  and  the  i*ittsburg  take  in  ports 
of  Virginia,  and  will  be  exposed  to  the  same  border  warfare  I 

Now  the  brethren  cannot  suppose,  that  while  Uie  war£Bu:e  exists  on  the  bordeta, 
the  interior  will  be  at  pe^,  or  that  we  shall  love  each  other  as  we  ought.  The 
same  disastrous  state  of  thinffs  wHl  exbt  beyond  the  Ohio  River^  and  in  every  terri- 
tory where  slaveholding  ana  nonHBlavehol<ung  conferences  lie  contiguous  to  each 
other.  Yon,  therefore,  provide  for  a  border  v^wfare  in  the'resolutioas  of  that  report. 
I  do  beseech  brethren  to  weigh  well  this  matter,  and  that  you  adhere  to  the  con- 
ference Hues  as  they  now  stand,  and  then  we  shall  have  peace.  There  will  be, 
perhaps,  a  littler  agitation;  but  nothing  of  moment,  unless  the  xnreacheca  make  it. 
If  we  must  come  to  this  8epanition*-which  I  have  never  liked,  and  which  I  had 
hoped  never  to  seo  in  my  day — ^^et,  if  we  must  come  to  it,  let  us  jpcovide  for  peace 
through  the  Churches,  and  part  m  auch  a  spirit  that  we  can  contmue  to  oo-operale 
in  the  great  work  in  which  we  are  all  enpiged,  and  let  us  not  pass  resolutions  which 
will  peipetuato  bonier  warfiire  and  stzito.  If  it  be  necessary  to  abridge  rights,  yoa 
have  just  as  much  right  to  abridge  on  the  borders  as  in  the  interior — ^the  necessity 
is  the  same  in  one  case  as  in  the  other;  and  it  is  as  absoluteljr  necessary  to  prascrifaio 
the  relations  along  the  borders  as  in  the  interior.  I  hope  this  has  been  overlooked 
by  the  brethren  who  have  brought  in  this  report;  perhaps,  in-  making  out  these 
resolutions,  the^r  have  taken  the  worst  course  arbitrators,  can  take  tpUtHng  the 
dttferenee,  Tms  is  always  a  bad  plan  whore  a  great  principle  is  concerned,  as  one 
side  must  be  right.  I  remember  an  anecdote  of  Dr.  Mora's,  resj^ting  some  ti»- 
vellera  who  were  descending  the  Alps,  md  were  told  by  their  guides,  at  a  certain 
part  of  undercrust  in  tbe  dTOlivity,  to  give  the  reins  to  ueir  mules,  with  the  aasii- 
ranee  that  the^  would  safely  slide  down.  One,  however,  perceived  a  tree  ihaX 
seemed  to  be  m  his  path,  and  he  thought  he  would  meet  the  difficulty  half  way, 
and  guide  his  animal  a  little;  and,  by  thus  ipUtfing  the  difference^  he  ran  against 
the  tree.  Now,  sir,  if  you  attempt  to  split  the  difierenoe,  you  run  against  the  tree. 
I  go  for  any  measure  of  peace ;  but  I  think,  if  we  pass  this,  our  people  will  accuse 
us  of  the  abridement  of  their  rights  and  privileges  for  the  sake  of  upholding  an 
abstract  principle. 

Mr.  Collins  said  he  belonged  to  a  part  slaveholding  and  part  non-ahiveholding 
country  He,  in  connection  vdth  others,  sought  some  common  ground,  on  which 
titey  could  all  meet  and  unito  in  kind  and  fiiatemal  feelings.  They  were  not  able, 
it  seemed,  to  oome  to  that  ground.  He  had  mentioned,  at  itud  time  of  the  vote  on 
Bishop  Andrew's  case,  that  he  should  move  a  reconsideration;  and  he  had  done  so 
with  the  intention  that,  if  an/  measure  could  be  proposed  which  would  render  Jtat 
action  uimecessary,  they  might  recall  it.  He  bad  Boeia  no  such  measure  ^et,  and 
therefore  had  not  moved  a  reconsideration  He  thought  the  report  contamed  the 
best  inroposition,  under  the  ciroumstanoes,  and  they  were  not  prepared  to  throw  out 
anything  which  would  tend  to  heal  the  breach.  He  hoped  they  would  not  cone 
to  a  separation  at  all.  The  southeHtn  brethren  had  taken  such  ground  before  them, 
and  they  were  well  known  to  be  men  of  integrity,  as  well  as  talents  and  piety,  and 
'  had  taken  a  strong  hold  upon  their  people ;  so  that,  if  the  evil  oonld  be  averted,  he 
believed  it  would  be.    But,  if  it  must  come,  let  there  be  apr«  rata  division  of  tba 
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«ODfieiii.    The  proadwiB  would  have  to  let  the  memben  dedde  the  question  for      ' 
.themselves. 

Mr.  Porter  said  the  committee  had  presented  that  report  as  the  best  thing  that 
•could  be  done  under  the^  circumstances.  The  time  was  coming  when  separation 
must  take  place.  The  difficulty^  was  greater  now  than  it  was  tour  years  ago,  and 
would  increase.  If  there  were  defects  in  the  document,  they  could  arrest  it  in  the 
annual  conferences.  The  south  could  take  no  action  upon  it  untQ  the  annual  con- 
ferences had  decided  respecting  the  sixth  rule;  and  if,  when  they  got  home,  and 
calmly  and  deHberately  examined  it,  they  found  anything  radically  wrong,  let  them 
etop  it  in  their  annual  conferences.  The  document  i^ould  be  prmted  and  published, 
so  that  they  would  have  ample  opportunity,  and  better  than  they  conld  possibly 
have  now,  of  judging  of  its  real  merits. 

On  motion,  the  previous  question  was  tried,  and  voted  for  by  146  ayes  aiid^^ 
noes.    But  Dr.  Fame  moved  a  reconsideration,  to  make  an  amendment  by  striking 
out  delegates  and  inserting  conferences ;  after  which  Mr.  Sandfoid  obtained  the 
floor,  ana  opposed  the  passage  of  the  report  and  resolutions.     He  said  the  amend- 
ment did  not  affect  the  views  he  entertained  respedting  the  measure.    He  was 
aware  that  he  should  stand  in  a  very  small  minority,  but  that  did  not  at  all  affect 
his  determination.  ^  He  had  no  wish  to  throw  brethren  into  circumstances  requiring     I 
a  separation ;  nor  did  he  desire,  if  separation  were  really  and  absolutely  necessary,     I 
to  refuse  them  their  portion  of  the  property  of  the  Church.    But  there  was,  in  his     I 
«stimatipn,  a  great  difference  between  tellmff  brethren,  when  they  had  separated,     " 
they  should  have  their  portion,  and  opening  me  door  and  inviting  tnem  to  separate. 
Of  the  latter  character  he  believed  this  measure.    When  they  had  taken  their  conne, 
it  would  be  time  enough  to  tell  them  what  they  would  do.    If  they  had  separated 
however,  befbre  he  voted  for  their  having  their  share  of  the  property,  he  must  be 
43onvinced  that  they  had  done  so  of  necetnty.    In  his  opinion,  the  course  now  pro-    I 
posed  was  an  encouragement  to  separation.    With  these  views,  he  should  record 
his  name  in  opposition  to  the  whole  procedure.     He  must  do  so,  so  &r  as  he  had  - 
a  personal  responsibility,  as  the  only  way  in  which  he  could  clear  his  own  conscieiice  * 
in  the  sight  or  heaven  m  respect  to  this  measure. 

The  conference  then  adjourned  to  half-past  three  o'clock. 

AFTXRNOOn    SXSSION. 

After  some  e^lanatcvy  couTersation,  Dr.  Peck  and  Dr.  Elliott  were  placed  on 
the  committee  on  the  Protest  of  the  southern  cmiferences,  vice  Mr.  Hamline,  elected 
to  the  episcopacy,  and  Dr.  OUn,  aone  home. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  nine  was  then  taken  up,Kand  adopted  as  far  aa 
aection  mne. 

On  section  ten  being  read,  Mr.  Randall  moved  an  amendment  to  the  effect  thaS 
the  Church  in  the  souu  should  have  a  common  right  to  use  the  copy-rifht  of  any 
works  in  the  possession  of  the  conference  at  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  thepoou- 
niary  affairs^  by  the  commissioners.     Adopted. 

Dr.  Durbin.^He  had  been  labonriuff  under  a  misapprehension  in  the  matter  of 
this  report.     He  had  understood  that  mis  action  was  to  commence  in  the  south,  if, 
after  the  southern  brethren  returned  home,  thev  found  it  necessary.    But,  by  the 
resolutioa,  it  was  contemplated  to  begin  this  action  next  week  at  the  New-Toik 
Annual  C<mference.     This  had  its  dimdvantages.    The  leading  conferences  would     | 
bave  to  decide  under  the  existing  state  of  excitement ;  and  tnen  it  was  possible,    j 
-when  the  brethren  returned  to  dieir  people,  they  mijght  find  this  aitangement  unne-   i 
cemcf.    He  Would  amend  so  as  to  commence  this  action  at  the  south.    There  I 
might  be  difficulties  at  present  in  getting  the  requisite  number  of  votes;  but  when  " 
the  south  had  taken  action,  aud  thus  proved  its  necessity,  there  would  be  addi- 
tiDnal  reason  fer  the  brethren  in  the  north  bemg  in  favour  of  it.    He  would  sub- 
«titnte  New^ersey  Conference  for  New-York. 

Dr.  Paine  said,  the  brother  must  have  greatly  musunderstood  him  if  such  was 
the  impression  he  had  received  from  his  speech,  or  else  he  said  what  he  did  not 
design  to  sa]r.  He  said  that  the  subject  would  so  round  before  it  came  to  the 
ooulh.  If  this  amendment  were  adopted,  it  woula  be  tw^ve  months  before  it  wtM 
laid  before  all  the  annual  conferences,  and  at  least  twelve  months  more  before  it  was 
aettled.  Whereas,  if  it  began  at  once,  in  twelve  months'  time  they  should  know 
whether  they  had  leave  peacefully  to  separate.  He  hoped  it  would  not  be  post^ 
poned.  Tba  matter  had  been  well  considered  in  committee,  where  all  inteiMts 
Dad  been  adequately  represented. 
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Dr.  Open  said  be  appreciated  Dr.  Dnrbin's  ol^ject  and  motnret,  aad  wiibedtliBt 
the  Church  at  home  waa  as  cahn  as  the  doctor  seemed  to  apprehend ;  bat  it  would 
at  oDoe  be  seen  by  brethren  that  this  was  a  compromise  meaaorey  designed  to 
I  effect  that  peaceably  which  otherwise  he  feared  would  be  done  violeDtly.  Every 
F  mail  increased  the  apprehension  of  the  southern  brethren.  If  the  General  Confer- 
(.  ence  would  put  their  plan  into  such  operation  as  would  show  that  they  meditated 
action  upon  the  subjectyit  would  materially  tend  to  meesuresofpeaceand  tranqnilli^. 
The  brethren  did  not  know  the  state  of  things  in  the  south.  He  should  feel  tq^uikral 
to  God  if  that  portion  of  the  Church  could  be  by  any  means  preserred  finoon  vio- 
lent disruption.  The  southern  brethren  had,  he  knew,  taxed  the  charity  of  tlw 
brethren  composing  that  conference  in  tiiear  statements  relatave  to  &eir  position 
with  their  people.  It  was  thought  they  spoke  without  caki^ness  and  deliberatioii. 
The  truth,  however,  was  that  uqy  stood  like  men  at  the  death.  If  the  confer- 
ence suspended  action  too  lon^,  it  would  come  too  late,  and  would  not  save  them. 
iO  that  they  could  pour  some  o.lon  the  troubled  feehngs  of  the  sooth !  O  diat they 
oould  cause  these  waves  to  be  stiU !  He  knew  of  nothing  so  likely  to  do  this  as 
the  passage,  cordialljr  and  as  brethren,  of  the  resolution  now  before  them. 

Mr.  Ruter,  aj^preciadng  the  feelings  of  tbe  south,  wished  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment,  by  substituting  the  Kentucky  Conference  for  the  New-Jersey  Conferenoe, 
which  he  understood  to  be  the  first  conferenee  in  the  south. 

Dr.  Winans  gave  the  history  of  the  matter  in  committee.  It  would  be  observed 
.  IJhat  there  was  only  one  proviaioii  of  the  whole  report  that  went  to  the  annual  cob- 
i  ferences ;  and  that  merely  authorized  the  appropriation  of  ^  proceeds  of  the 
*Book  Concern  otherwise  than  as  now  appropriated.  They  were  not  sending 
lonnd  to  the  annual  conferences  any  proposition  in  which  die  action  of  the  sonm 
in  refSeoence  to  the  separation  as  concerned.  The  only  proposition  was  that  they 
might  oave  liberty,  if  necessary,  to  organize  a  separato  conference ;  and  it  w«a 
important  that  the  south  should  know,  at  an  early  period,  that  they  had  such  liberty 
in  order  to  allay  the  intense  excitement  which  prevuled  in  that  portion  of  «e 
wonc« 

Dr.  Durbin,  at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  withdrew  his  amendment 

Dr.  Luckey  then  movM,  to  strike  out  **  New-York."^ 

Bilr.  Hamlin^  would  state  the  views  of  the  committee  on  the  subject  They 
had  carefully  avoided  presenting  any  resolution  wUch  would  embrace  the  idea 
of  a  separation  or  division.  The  articlo  which  was  referred  to  the  annual  oonfer- 
enees  had  not  necessarily  any  connection  with  division.  It  was  thought,  as  ooaa- 
phdnts  were  abroad  respecting  the  present  mode  of  appropriating  the  proceeds  of 
the  Book  Concern,  it  would  he  for  tne  general  good  toat  the  powlr  to  appropriate 
such  proceeds  should  be  put  in  the  power  of  a  two'thirds  vote,  instead  of  ra  tiie 
power  of  a  mere  majority,  thus  making  it  more  difficult  to  make  a  wrong  appropri- 
ation. And  the  occasion  of  this  report  was  taken  hold  of  by  the  committee  to  make 
it  more  difficult  to  misappropriate  the  fonds,  in  which  they  b^ieved  they  shoold  serre 
both  the  particular  object  of  the  report  and  the  genesal  good  of  the  Metbodkt 
Episoopal  Church. 

Mr.  M'Feirin  presumed  that  there  were  ncme  there  who  would  withhold  from 
the  south  their  share  in  the  Book  Concern ;  and  he,  therefore,  could  not  see  what 
hann  there  could  be  in  passing  this  resolution,  which  he  believed  would  go  dnoo^ 
the  annnal  conferences  almost  without  a  dissentient  vcace.  And  if,  tmr  it  came 
i  round  to  the  south,  they  saw  it  unnecessary  to  oi^pmire  a  separate  oonferenoe,  why 
'  then  no  mischief  would  have  been  done.  And  as  it  could  do  the  north  no  ham, 
bat  must  and  would  do  the  south  great  good,  he  did  hope  thava  wtould  be  nooppo- 
eition  to  it 

Mr.  Coleman  supported  the  amendment 

Mr.  Filmoie  saia  oe  was  not  prepared  to  stand  there  and  aay  what  his  confer- 
ence would  do  vrith  the  resolutions  when  they  came  before  it,  but  he  was  quite 
sore  his  oonferenoe  would  do  what  was  just  and  honest  tovrard  their  bretarsn. 
He  would  forther  remark  that  the  views  of  the  oommittBe  had  been  folly  and 
j  dearly  explained.  Their  design  was  t6  put  a  restriction  upon  the  General  Conferenoe, 
I  and  to  make  a  tvro4hirds  vote  necessary  to  all  appropriatioiis  of  the  produce  of  ihe 
Book  Concenfc,  instead  of  a  minority  only.  The  whole  of  the  southern  delegates  who 
had  spoken  at  aU  had  dedared  it  to  be  their  honest  oonviption  that  die  cause  of  God 
required  immediate  actkm  on  the  part  of  fke  north;  and  if  they  were  cuuviiiced 
that  immediate  action  would  relieve  the  south,  they  all  went  for  relief. 

Mr.  Drake  opposed  the  amendment 
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Tke  oiigBial  nnlatioB  was  tfam  adopted. 

Dr.  BaagB  moved  that  the  blank  in  me  toventh  rasol^lioii  be  filled.    Adopted. 
Dr.  Bangs,  Dr.  Peck,  and  Mr.  Finley-  were  appoiated^  as  the  oommiBsionere  an 
tiw  part  ofthe  General  Conference,  and  die  r^rt  was  adopted. 

MONDAY,  JUNE  10. 
Ediior  of  Swudt^f^ekool  Books. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  schools  was  called  op,  and  gave  rise  to 
amne  discussion. 

A  resolution  was  passed  some  days  ago,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Sunday-  * 
school  Commitlee,  providing  an  editor  for  the  Sunday-school  department  exclu- 
sively. An  opposition  was  now  made  by  Mr  Collins  to  the  appointment  of  such 
editor,  and  supported  by  several  of  the  members. 

Dr.  Peek  deemed  it  of  neat  importance  to  the  sabbath-schooP  interest  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churcn  that  such  an  editor  should  be  appointed.  It  was  a 
matter  of  deep  reeret,  and  had  often  been  a  subject  of  loud  ana  just  complaint,  that 
our  list  of  sabbath-school  books,  both  as  to-numbers  and  quality,  was  entirely 
below  the  wants  of  our  schools,  and  quite  inferior  to  that  of  some  other  denomin*> 
tions.  Our  sabbatb«chool  Utenitnre  must  be  greatly  elevated  or  our  schools  will 
go  elsewhere  for  sopi>lies.  Is  this  desirable  ?  Must  we  see  this  great  interest  in 
our  Churoh  either  entirely  crippled  or  principally  dependant  upon  the  American 
Sunday-School  Union  for  books  f  It  is  a  ^reat  interest,  inferior  to  no  other  in  point 
of  importance,  excepting,  perhaps,  the  missionary  cause.  And  to  give  efficiency  to 
our  Union,  as  able  and  learned  an  editor  as  we  can  lay  our  hands  upon  should  be 
selected,  who  should  give  his  entire  time  to  the  woHl  of  editing  the  Sunday  •School 
Advocate  and  enlarging  the  catalogue  of  books.  This  measure  had  been  strong 
recommended  by  both  the  Board  of  Managers  bf  the  Union  and  the  convention 
Held  in  this  city  during  the  present  session  ofthe  conference,  and  the  report  of  the 
able  committee  appointed  by  this  body  had  agreed  in  the  recommendation  and 
aupported  the  measure  by  cogent  reasons.  That  report  passed  without  ojiposition, 
when  the  argument  was  fresh  in  the  mind  of  the  conference,  and  now,  it  seems, 
we  are  to  retrace  our  steps !  Sir,  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  editor,  and  if  we  make 
a  wise  selection,  I  doubt  not  but  time  will  prove  the  wisdom  of  the  measure. 
This  is  not  an  interest  to  be  put  into  hands  which  are  already  folly  employed.  The 
labour  which  must  be  done  m  the  Sunday-school  department,  to  meet  me  exigen- 
cies of  the  age,  is  full  labour  for  a  strong  man.  In  this  opinion  I  am  sony  to  differ 
fiom  those  who^e  judgment  I  hi^y  respect  But  my  views  have  not  been  hastily 
formed.  I  have  studied  the  subject,  ana  the  more  I  think,  and  the  more  I  hear  in 
xelation  to  it,  increases  the  strength  of  my  convictions  in  favour  of  the  wisdom  of 
Ifae  measure  proposed  by  the  oommittBe,  and  aheady  adopted  by  this  body.  I 
hope,  sir,  we  shall  not  go  hack. 

Mr.  Fitoh  Seed  and  Mr.  Early  strongly  pressed  die  absolute  neoessi^of  snob  an 
^>pointment,  and  of  a  general  improvement  in  ow  Sunday-echool  hteratare,  as 
•svend  schools  were  compelled,  sner  exhausting  our  catalogue,  to  go  to  other 
denominations  for  books. 

Mr.  Collins  pressed  his  opposition,  on  t3ie  authority  pf  Dr.  Bond  and  Mr.  Sud- 
ford,  both  of  whom  said  the  office  was  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Crowder  was  in  favour,  and  a  motion  that  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Green, 
to  reeonsider  the  vote  appointing  such  editor,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Oreen  then  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  appointing  a^  assistant 
editor  to  the  New-York  Christian  Advocate  and  Joimial,  with  a  view,  it  was  nnder- 
•lood,  to  give  the  Sunday-school  department  to  Mr.  Coles. 

Dr.  Bangs  was  in  favour  of  the  reconsideradon.  He  thought  an  assistant  editor 
to  a  weeklv  paper  quite  unnecessary. 

Dr.  Bond  explained  the  duties  of  each  editorial  department,  and  said  it  was 
impossible  for  one  editor  alone  to  conduct  that  paper  successfully.  But  the  Assistp 
ant  editor  might  also  attend  to  the  Sunday-school  department,  and  any  deficiency 
in  that  department  was  not  the  ^ult  of  Mr.  Coles  and  himself,  who  had  neglected 
no  ma^^uscript  that  had  been  sent  to  tiiem.  But  they  had  not  understood  that  they 
were  to  provide  original  matter.  He  would  take  upon  himself  to  say  that  tfaa 
Sunday-School  Advocate  was  the  best  paper  of  the  kind  in  thd  United  States,  and 
he  would  say  it  freeW,  because  the  credit  was  not  due  to  himself.  To  take  away 
one  of  the  editors  otihe  New-York  Christian  Advtx^ate  and  Journal  would  be  to 
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place  it  in  great  jeopardy.  The  senior  editor  had  to  supply  the  editorials,  to  nmd 
a  great  part  of  the  maimBcripta,  not  only  those  which  went  into  the  paper,  bat 
auio  those  which  were  rejected,  attend  to  the  exchange  lists,  famish  the  foreign  and 
domestic  intelligence,  &c.,  &c.  Who,  then,  was  to  attend  to  the  o^her  matters  per- 
taining to  the  pajper,  snch  as  making  selections,  arranging  the  articles,  abridging 
the  obituary  notices,  examining  the  proofii,  &c.,  &c.  Sul  they  could  do  all  that 
was  wanted  in  the  way  of  Sunday-scnool  books. 

Dr.  Winans  thought  an  assistant  editor  was  necessary.  '  AH  the  great  papeia  had 
two  or  more  editors.  The  New-York  Christian  Advocate  and  Joumu  was  the 
leading  paper  of  the  connection,  and  supplied  much  of  the  matter  for  their  other 

gipers.  It  ought  to  combine  extensive  mforrnatioii  and  extensive  original  views. 
ut  he  was  not  opiMsed  to  having  an  editor  for  the  Sunday-school  departmeat, 
though  he  thought  ^  all  the  editors  did  what  they  ought  to  do,  there  were  plenty* 
of  them. 

Dr.  Peck  saii,  he  would  not  oppose  the  proposition  to  do- with  one  editor  for  the 
Advocate  provided  the  editor  elected  (Dr.  Bond)  was  willing  to  undertake  the  whole 
labour  of  editing  that  paper.  As  to  this,  the  doctor  could  speak  for  himself,  and 
what  his  decision  would  be  was  sufficiently  evident  to  his  (the  speaker's) 
mind.  But  he  insisted  upon  the  Sunday-school  editor — an  officer  who  shul  devoie 
his  entire  time  to  the  Sunday-school  department.  Brethren  speak  of  the  ability 
of  the  oresent  number  of  editors  to  do  aU  the  work ;  but  they,  I  suppose,  are  not 
advised  of  the  &ct  that  the  agents  have  employed  a  gentleman  to  manage  the  San- 
day-school  department,  and  that  the  junior  editor  of  the  Advocate  has  done  no 
more  than  to  exercise  a  general  supervision  pver  it  for  a  long  time.  There  has 
been  an  editor  of  Sunday-school  books,  in  fact,  ever  since  the  Sunday-School  Advo- 
cate was  commenced,  and  the  editors  of  me  Advocate  have  held  little  more  than  a 
nominal  relatbn  to  the  Sunday-school  department.  So,  sir,  all  the  difference 
between  the  old  and  the  new  arrangement  is,  that  under  the  former  the  ageata' 
appointed  the  editor,  but  under  the  latter  he  will  be  elected  by  the  Gteneral  Con- 
ference and  be  directly  responsible  to  that  body..  I  hope  the  work  will  not  be  left 
to  the  editors  of  the  Advocate,  who  can  only  do  it  by  proxy,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Early  was  in  favour  of  reconsideration,  and  of  havmg  only  one  editor,  as 
with  their  other  Methodist  papersr 

Dr.  Bangs  rose  and  spoke  for  a  few  minutes  strongly  against  having  an  assist- 
ant editor,  when  the  hour  of  adjomnment  having  come,  the  conference  adjonroed 
po  half-past  three. 

AFTERNOON   8BSSI0N. 

Bishop  Morris  presiding.     Mr.  Redman  moved  that  the  book  agent  be  directed 

pay  to  Wm.  Patten  the  sum  of  fifteen  dollars  to  defray  his  expenses  whxie  sick. 

opted. 

The  business  before  the  conference  when  they  adjoomed,  viz.,  the  dispennng 
vrith  the  assistant  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate,  was  taken  up. 

Dr.  Bangs  pursued  his  remarks,  and  moved  that  there  be  one  editor  for  the 
A4vdcate,  and  one  for  the  Sunday-school  books.  The  conference  at  length  decided, 
to  appoint  an  editor  for  the  Sunday-school  department*  and  Messrs.  D.  P.  Kidder, 
of  New-Jersey,  J.  Longking,  of  New- York,  J.  Kennedy,  of  the  Philadelphia  Confer- 
ence, and  A.  Stevens,  m  Boston,'  were  pat  in  nomination.     Mr.  Kidder  was  elected. 

Mr.  Wesley* $  original  Rule  on  Temperance, 

Several  other  resolutions  were  offered  and  disposed  of.  Among  tfiem  waa  one 
recommending  that  the  annual  conferences  be  instructed  to  take  into  coosidentioa 
the  propriety  of  reinstating  in  the  Discipline  Mr.  Wesley's  role  against  dronken- 
ness,  or  buying  or  selling  spiritous  liquors,  or  drinking  them,  nnless  in  cases  of 
extreme  necessity.    It  was  adopted — ayes  ninety-nine,  noes  thirty-three. 

Mr.  Early  offered  the  following  resolution  >— 

"  That  it  requires  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  General  Conference  to  alter 
or  recommend  a  change  in  the  restrictive  rules." 

Dr.  Peck  was  aware,  as  brethren  had  urged,  that  the  chair  (Bishop  Andrew) 
decided  in  1840,  when  the  final  action  was  had  upon  the  temperance  qaestxNi,  in 
accordance  vrith  the  resolution  offered  by  the  brother  fixxm  Virginia;  but  be  never 
believed  in  the  correctness  of  that  decision.  What,  sir,  do  we  undentand  by  **  the 
General  Conference?"  I  have  always  supposed  that  the  constitatienal  quorum  con- 
stitutes the  General  Conference.  If  this  is  not  what  is  meant,  will  brethren  tell 
US  what  is  ?  If  anythiug  more  than  a  quorum  is  meant  by  "  the  General  ConferBOceJ' 
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who  will  nndeitalce  to  say  upon  what  namber  of  members  between  a  bare  qnomm 
and  the  whole  number  elected  we  may  fix,  and  say  that  number  constitates  the 
General  Conference? 

Dr.  Smith. — All  the  elected  members. 

Dr.  Peck. — ^Then  I  wish  the  brother  to  show  that  anj  G^eneral  Conference  haa 
ever  peHbrmed  a  valid  act,  for  it  is  donbted  whether  it  can  be  proved  that  **  all  the 
elected  members"  of  any  General  Conference  were  present  at  any  g^ven  time. 
It  would  be  passing  strange  for  a  deliberative  body  to  fix  a  qnomm  wnach  should 
be  necessary  to  do  Dusiness,  and  the  acts  of  that  quonnn  should,  in  all  cases,  be 
deemed  the  acts  of  the  body ;  and  yet,  where  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  body  was 
required,  the  absentees  should  be  counted.  There  would  be  the  same  reason  for 
counting  them  in  every  other  case,  and  requiring  a  minority  of  all  "  the  elected 
members*'  in  order  to  the  validity  of  all  acts  of  the  body.  Tbia  would  be  a  novel 
atrangement.  No,  sir,  I  tmderstand  a  majority  of  two-thirds  to  be  a  majority  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  present  and  voting.  To  this  result  I  am  conducted  by  the 
reason  of  the  thing  as  well  as  by  parliamentaiy  usage,  which,  as  fiir  as  I  know, 
gives  the  principle  of  the  resolution  now  pendmg  no  support. 

The  resolution  waa  lost—- ayes  50,  noes  90. 

At  the  request  of  Bishop  Soule,  the  following  letter,  having  reference  to  the  Pro- 
test of  the  minority,  was  read  to  the  conference : — 

JVe»-For*,  Jkne  7,1844. 
Bey.  Bishops  Soule,  Hedding,  Wauj^h,  and  Morris. 

My  Dear  Brethren, — ^That  part  of  the  Pro^^rf  presented  to  the  General  Confer* 
ence  yesterday,  which  relates  to  the  bishops  of  the  M.  E.  Church  maint^ing  the 
commromUe  law  of  the  Discipline,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  aboUtiofiy  was  in- 
tended as  the  declaration  of  a  principle^  to  which  it  is  die  purpose  of  the  south  to 
adhere ;  but  was  not  intended  to  convey  the  idea,  that  any  member  of  the  evist* 
tug  bench  of  bishops  was  in  any  way  delinquent,  with  resard  to  the  law  of  the 
Church  in  question.  If  any  such  impression  has  been  maae,  in  any  quarter,  it  is 
deeply  regretted.  It  is  the  opinion  or  the  writer  and  signers  of  the  Protest  alluded 
to,  that  the  bishops  addressed  in  this  communication  have,  at  different  times,  and 
in  different  forms,  sufiiciently  declared  themselves,  on  the  subject^  under  notice, 
and  so  far  from  intending  to  impugn  the  bishops,  in  any  way,  die  minority  signing 
the  Protest  are  ready  at  all  times  to  endorse  the  purity  and  impartiality  with  whicn 
they  have  maiptained  and  enforced  the  law  and  doctrine  or  the  Church,  on  the 
subject  of  sla^4ry  and  abolition. 

In  behalf  of  the  southern  delegations  signing  the  Protest,  very  truly  and  respec^ 
fhlly,  H.  B.  Bascou. 

The  Case  of  Bishop  Andrew  resumed. 

Dr.  Durbin  obtained  leave  to  read  the  following  report  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  conference  m 
Bishop  Andrew's  case : — 

THE  RXPLT  TO  THE  PBOTKST. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case  of  Bishop 
Andrew,  and  to  examine  the  Protest  of  the  minority,  regret  that  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  have  been  compelled  to  act  have  prevented  their  preparing  so 
complete  a  report  as  the  importance  of  the  subject  demands.  •  The  Prqtest  was  not 
placed  under  their  command  until  Friday  afternoon,  and  immediately  afterward  two 
of  the  original  committee  had  to  withdraw,  one  of  them  being  ill,  and  the  other  having 
been  elected  bishops—nor  were  their  places  supplied  until  Saturday  evening.  It  is 
under  these  disadvantages,  and  amid  the  pressure  of  important  conference  business, 
that  they  have  been  required  to  prepare  a  docimient  in  relation  to'  some  of  the  most 
important  questions  that  have  ever  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Church.  It  is  be- 
lieved, however,  that  the  following  statement  of  law  and  facts  will  be  a  sufficient 
notice  of  the  Protest  which  has  been  referred  to  them. 

As  the  proceedings  of  the  General  Conference  in  the^  case  of  Bishop  Andrew 
were  not « judicial,  its  decision  has  gone  fortii  to  the  public  unaccompanied  by  the 
reasons  and  factrupon  which  this  action  was  founded.  This  deficiency  is  but  par- 
tially supplied  by  uie  published  reports  of  the  debate  on  the  subject.  The  speak- 
ers who  advocated  the  resolution  were  restrained  by  a  praiseworthy  delicacy  from 
all  avoidable  allusions  which  mi^ht  give  pain  to  the  respected  individual  concerned,' 
m  awaken  unpleasant  emotions  m  any  quarter.  It  is  but  natural  that  under  these 
ciretimstaiioes  some  misundentasding  should  prevail  as  Co  the  merits  of  the  case. 
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The  ibllQwiiiff  statement,  it  k  believed,  conlaias  notfaing,  at  leaet  00  fiir  w  ftcu  aie 
ooncemed,  wnioh  will  not  be  eheerfnlly  confinned  by  all  parties,  and  win  ihxaw 
Hght  npcm  the  trae  position  of  the  authors  of  the  Protest 

From  the  fint  institution  of  the  episcopacy  of  the  M.  E.  Church  no  slaveholder 
has  been  elected  to  that  di^ty,  though  m  several  instanoes  candidates  odierwise 
eminently  fitted  for  the  station  have  &led  of  success  solelv  on  account  of  this  im- 
pediment. Since  the  period  referred  to  nine  bishops  have  been  elected,  who  vrere 
natives  of  the  United  States.  Of  these  only  duee  nave  been  northern  men,  while 
six  were  natives  of  slaveholdixi^  states.  Mot  one,  however,  was  a  slaveholder— a 
remarkable  &ct,  which  shows  very  clearly,  that  while  much  more  thah  dieir  just 
claim  has  been  conceded  to  the  ^veholding  portions  of  the  Church,  a  decided  and 
uniform  repugnance  has,  from  the  first,  been  felt  and  manifested  to  the  occupancy 
of  that  high  office  by  a  slaveholder. 

It  is  known  and  acknowledged  by  all  southern  brethren  that  Bishop  Andrew  w«a 
nominated  by  the  delegates  from  the  South  Cuolina  and  Georgia  Conferences,  as  a 
southAn  candidate  for  whom  northern  men  might  vote,  without  doing  violence  to 
,  their  principles,  as  he  was  no  slaveholder :  Bishop  Andrew  himself  perfectly  under- 
stood tbb  ground  of  his  election.  Since  the  year  1882  the  anti-«laveiy  sentiment  in  the 
Church,  as  well  as  in  the  whole  civilized  world,  has  constantly  and  rapidly  aaiaed 
ground,  and  within  the  last  year  or  two  it  has  been  roused  to  a  special  ana  most 
earnest  opposition  to  the  intxx>duction  of  a  slaveholder  into  the  episcopal  ofiice— an 
event  which  many  were  led  to  fear  by  certain  intimations,  published  in  the  Sonthem 
ChriBtian  Advocate,  the  Richmond  Christian^  Advocate,  and  periiaps  some  other 
Methodist  periodicals.  This  opposition  produced  the  profounoest  anxiety  through 
most  of  the  non-slaveholding  conferences.  The  subject  was  discussed  everywhere, 
and  the  dreaded  event  universally  deprecated  as  the  most  fearful  calamity  that  ever 
threatened  the  Church.  Many  conferences  instructed  their  delegates  tor  use  all 
t  possible  means  to  avert  such  an  evil.  Other  conferences,  and  many  thousand  lay*^ 
men,  sent  up  petitions  and  memorials  to  the  same  effect  to  the  ^pesent  General 
Conference.  Such  was  the  state  of  sentiment  and  of  apprehension  in  the  northern 
portion  of  the  Church,  when  the  delegates  to  &e  General  Conference  learned,  on 
reaching  this  ci^,  that  Bishop  Andrew  had  become  a  slaveholder.  The  profound 
flcrief,  the  utter  dismay,  which  was  produced  by  this  astounding  intelligence  can  be 
fillip  appreciated  only  by.  those  who  have  participated  in  the  distressing  scenes  - 
which  nave  nnce  been  enacted  in  the  General  Conference. 

When  the  first  emotions  of  surprise  and  sorrow  had  so  hr  subsi^d  as  to  allow 
of  sober  thought  and  inquiry,  it  was  ascertained  that  Bishop  Andrew  had  been  a 
slaveholder  for  several  jean.  Soon  after  his  election  to  the  episcopacy,  a  lady  oC 
« Augusta  be<|ueathed  him  a  female  slave,  on  condition  that  she  sboula  be  sent  to 
Liberia  at  nmeteen  years  of  age,  if  her  consent  to  emigrate  could  be  obtained — 
otherwise  she  was  to  be  made  as  free  as  &e  laws  of  Georgia  would  permit  She 
refused  to  emigrate,  has  since  married,  and  is  i^ow  ei^oying  all  the  privileges  pro* 
vided  for  in  the  will  of  her  former  mistress : — she  is,  and  must  be,  a  slave — she  and 
her  children'— ttid  liable  to  all  that  may  befall  slaves.  Another  slave  Bishop  An- 
drew has  inherited  from  the  molber  of  his  former  wife,  and  by  his  recent  marriage 
he  has  become  the  owner  of  (it  was  said  on  the  floor  of  the  Geiieral  Conference) 
fbnrteen  or  fifteen  more.  These  belonged  to  Mra.  Andrew  in  her'own  right  before 
her  marriage.  That  act,  according  to  the  laws  of  Geerna,  made  them  the  propeity 
of  Bishop  Andrew,  to  keep  or  dispose  of  as  he  pleased.  He  conveyed  them  to  a 
trustee,  for  the  joint  use  of  himself  and  wife,  of  whom  the  survivor  is  to  be  the  sd,e 
owner.  This  conveyance  was  made  for  the  security  of  Mrs.  Andrew,  and  with  no 
vitfw  either  to  satisfy  or  to  mislead  the  opinions  of  the  northern  Church.  80  much, 
at  least.  Bishop  Andrew  was  nnderatood  to  say  to  the  conference.  His  known  in> 
tegrity  forbids^  the  suspicion  that  he  would  attempt  to  disguise  the  real  character 
ef  the  transaction ;  and  the  fact  that  the  earnings  of  the  slaves,  as  well  as  the  rever- 
sionary title  to  them,  are  his,  demonstrates  tint  this  arrangement  was  not  made 
with  any  view  to  satisfy  the  well-known  sentiments  of  the  Church  acainst  a  slave- 
holding  bishop.  It  is  manifest  fiiom  this  statement,  which  is  believed  to  be  strictly 
conrecC  that  Bishop  Andrew's  connection  with  slavery  is— 4iot  as- the  Protest  inti- 
mates, merely  an  **  assumption,"  but  that  he  is  the  owner  of  slaves,  in  the  full  and 
proper  sense  of  that  term.  His  title  was  acquired  by  bequest,  by  inheritance,  and 
by  marriage,  which  are  by  fer  the  most  common  grounos  of  ownenh^i  in  slaves. 
All  the  usual  and  necessary  conditions  of  slavery  l^ve  their  fulfilment  m  the  rela^ 
lion  of  these  persons  to  Bishop  Andrew.    Their  laboor  and  their  earnings  are  jml^ 


jeot  to  his  ooiKtrol,  and  lonie  to  hi«  benefit  and  that  of  bis  fiunUy.  They  «n  now 
liable^  or  tbe^^  may  be  beroafter,  to  be  sold;  they  and  their  ofiOroring  are  doomed, 
as  tbe  case  unrtr  stands,  to  a  bondage  that  is  perpetual,  and  they  are  liable  and 
iikely  to  descend  to  his  heirs.  Beyond  all  reasonable  donbt,  ue  condition  of 
Bishop  Andrew's  slftTes  will  'be  attended,  while  he  lives,  with  all  the  alleviationa 
—aiui  these  are  many  and  great — which  a  veiy  benevolent  and  ChiistLan  master 
can  provide.  Still  it  must  be  slavery.  In  the  view  of  €he  law  of  the  land,  and  of 
the  law  of  the  Discipline,  in  aU  its  more  weighty  and  permanrait  oooi^nences  to  the 
bondman,  it  is  and  must  be  slavery.  It  was  said  repeatedlv  on  the  floor  of  th« 
conierenee,  that  the  deed  of  trust  had  put  it  quite  beyond  Bishop  Andrew's  power 
to  free  his  slaves,  even  if  there  were  no  other  obstacle.  So  then,  should  the  strin- 
gent laws  of  Georgia  against  emancipation  be  relaxed  or  repealed  bj  her  next  le- 
nUature,  die  rule  of  Uie  Discipline,  which  would  then  become  nnperativB  on 
Bishop  Andrew,  oofo3d  not,  and  would  not,  be  satisfied,  and  the  Church  must  stiU 
have  a  idayeholding  biahop,  in  spite,  not  only  of  its  known  will,  but  of  its  atanding 
laws. 

It  was  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  the  delegates  from  the  non-slaveholding 
conferences  tha|  Bislu^  Andrew  could  not  continue  to  exercise  his  episco|»al  func* 
tions  under  existing  circumstances,  without  producing  results  extensively  disastrocia 
to  the  Churoh  in  the  north ;  and  from  this  ppinion  the  brethren  of  the  south  did 
'  not  dissent.  For  a  while  the  hope  was  entertained  that  the  difficulty  would  be 
oniedy  removed  by  his  resignmg  his  office,  which  it  was  known  he  had  previously 
cesired  to  do.  But  this  hope  was  dissipated  by  the  inteUigenoe  that  the  delegates 
fit>m  the  conferences  in  the  slaveholding  states  had  been  convened,  and  that  they 
had  unanimously  advised  him  not  to  resign.  Various  efforts  were  then  made  ia 
private  to  devise  some  method  to  relieve  the  case,  but  they  all  proved  abcHrtive, 
and  nothing  remained  but  that  it  must  come  before  the  General  Conference.  Tho 
bishops  themselves,  in  their  united  Address  to  the  conferencor  bad  urged  it  to  ad* 
oertam  whether  there  had  been  any  departure  from  the  essential  prinoi^es  **  of  the 
general  itinerant  superintendency,*'  and  had  dedazed  of  tiiat  superintendency  that 
"  the  plan  of  its  operation  is  general^  embracmg  ike  foholt  leork  in  eonnecHonml 
crdeVf  and  not  diocesan,  or  sectional.  Consequently  any  division  of  the  work  into 
districts,  or  otherwise,  so  as  to  create  a  particular  charge,  with  any  oti»er  view,  or 
in  any  order,  than  aa  a  prudential  measure  to  secure  to  all  the  conferences  the 
annual  visits  of  the  superintendents,  would  be  an  innovation  on  die  system'*«*that 
**  our  superintendency  must  be  iUnerani,  and  not  local :" — ^that "  it  was  wisely  pro- 
vided in  the  system  of  Methodism,  from  its  veiy  foundation,  that  it  should  be  the 
duty  of  the  superintendents  '  io  traeel  through  the  connection  at  large  J  "  The 
question  then  presented  itself,  how  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew  could  be  so  dis- 
posed of  as  to  preserve  this  itinerant  general  superintendency  I  If  the  Genenl 
Conference  had  even  been  disposed  to  evade  it,  tne  consideration  of  it  was  £Drced 
upon  them  by  the  episcopal  Aodress  itself. 

A  diversity  of  sentiment  existed  as  to  the  proper  methed  of  trsating  the  case** 

Some,  at  least,  believed — ^perhaps  few  doubted,  that  sufficient  grouira  existed  for 
impeachment  on  a  charge  of  "  improper  conduct"  under  the  exprsss  provisions  of 
the  Discipline.  The  opinion  was  certainly  entertained  in  several  quarters  that  it 
was  "  improper**  for  the  shepherd  and  bishop  of  eleven  hundred  thousand  souls 
.either  deliberately  or  heedlessly  to  place  himself  in  direct  and  iiteconcilaUe  conflict 
witii  the  known  and  cherished  moral  sentiments  of  a  large  majority  of  his  vast 
flock.  Such,  however,  was  the  prevalence  of  moderate  counsels,  that  no  proposal 
was  made  either  to  impeach  or  punish,  and  such  the  controllmg  influence  of  firav 
bearance  and  kindness,  that  it  is  believed  not  one  word  was  uttered  during  the 
entire  debate  of  nearly  a  fortnight  derogatory  to  the  chai'acter,  or  jusUy  offensive 
to  the  feelings,  of  Bishop  Andrew.  The  transaction  wbdch  had  brought  such  dis- 
tress upon  the  Church,  and  threatened  such  extensive  ruin,  was  dealt  with  merely 
as  a  fact — as  a  practical  difficulty — for  the  removal  or  palliation  of  wUch  it  was  w» 
duty  of  the  General  Conference  to  provide.  It  was  in  this  spirit,  and  for  such  ends, 
that  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  passed  :— 

"  Whereas,  tiie  Discipline  of  our  Church  forbids  the  doing  anything  calculated  to 
destroy  our  itinerant  eeneral  superintendency,  and  whereas  Bishop  Andrew  has 
beoome  connected  with  slavery  by  marriage  aind  otherwise,  and  this  act  having 
drawn  after  it  circumstances  which  in  the  estimation  of  the  General  Conference 
will  greatly  embarrass  the  exercise  of  his  office  as  an  itinerant  general  superin- 
tendent, if  not  in  some  places  entirely  prevent  it;  therefore. 
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"  Besolved,  That  it  u  the  seiiBe  of  this  General  Ccmfereikce  littt  he  desist  ibm  tfe 
ezerdfle  of  this  office  so  long  as  this  impediment  remains.        J.  B.  FiifLXT, 

J.  M.  Trimble.'* 

The  action  of  die  GenenJ  ConfiBrenoe  was  neither  jodieial  nor  ponitiye.  It 
neither  achieyes  nor  intends  a  deposition,  9or  so  much  as  a  legal  suspension. 
Biriiop  Andrew  is  still  a  bishop ;  and  sfaoold  he,  against  the  expressed  sense  of  th» 
General  Conference,  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  Ins  fiinetions,  his  official  acts  would 
be  valid. 

Such  are  the  facts  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew.  We  'now  proceed  to  notice 
the  law.  Nearly  all  the  objections  nosed  in  the  Protest  agamst  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference  may  be  reduced  to  two,  viz.,  that  that  body  has  violated  the 
eofuititiiiHondl  and  the  ataiutory  law  of  the  Cfaarch.  That  it  has  violated  the  consti- 
tational  law  the  Protest  attem;its  to  prove  by  representing  its  late  action  as  a  breach 
of  what  it  calls  "  the  compromise  law  of  tlie  Cnurch  on  the  sabject  of  ^verjr  ;** 
meaning,  as  is  supposed,  me  section  on  slavenr,  particulariy  that  paragraph  wMcb 
relates  to  'travdlmg  preaohen.  The  entire  language  on  this  sabject  is  evidently 
formed  so  as  to  raaSce  the  impression  on  any  reader  not  intimately  |cqnainted  wim 
the  histoiT  and  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  that  there  has  been 
some  penod  (whether  1804  or  1816  does  not  clearly  appear  from  the  Protest)  when 
the  question  of  slavery  was  setUed  in  die  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  it  was  in 
the  general  government  at  the  adoptipn  of  the  federal  constitation,--that  'Mhe  con- 
federating annual  conferences,''  *'  after  a  vexed  and  protracted  negotiation,'^  met  in 
convention,  and  the  section  on  slavery  "  was  finally  agreed  to  by  the  parties  after 
a  long  and  fearful  straggle,"  as  "  a  compact,"  "  a  treaty,"  which  cannot  be  altered 
by  the  General  Conference  until  certain  constitutional  restrictions  are  removed.  So 
mat  now  any  interference  on  the  part  of  that  body  with  the  question  of  slaresy  in 
the  southern  conferences  is  as  unconstitutional  as  it  is  admitted  would  be  the  inter- 
fbrence  of  the  general  ^emment  with  the  question  in  the  southern  states. 

After  the  boldness  with  which  this  doctrine  is  advanced,  and  the  confidence  with 
which  it  is  relied  upoix*as  **  the  first  and  principal  ^und  occupied  by  the  minority 
in  this  Protest,"  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  unimtiated  to  beUeye,  that  it  is  aa 
unfounded  in  fact  as  it  is  ingenuous  in  its  "  le^  casuistry."  It  is  indeed  true,  that 
the  question  of  slavery  had  been  lonff  and  anxiously  agitated  in  the  Church,  and  the 
various  General  Conferences  had  endeavoured  to  aicyust  the  matter  so  as  to  promote 
the  greatest  good  of  all  parties ;  but  tlus  very  &ct  goes  to  disprove  the  position 
assumed  in  the  Protest:  for  as  the  attention  of  the  Church  had  been  thus  stronflj 
called  to  the  subject,  if  it  had  been  the  intention  to  guard  the  question  of  slavezy  liy 
constitntional  provisions,  it  would  have  been  done  when  the  Church  actually  did 
meet  to  ihune  a  constitution.  But  nothing  of  the  kind  appears.  For  when,  in  1808, 
it  was  resolved  that  the  General  Conference  instead  of  consiBting,  as  before,  of  aD 
the  travelling  elders,  should  be  a  delected  body,  and  when  it  was  determined 
that  that  bo(fy  (unlike  the  general  government,  which  has  no  powers  but  such  aa 
are  expressly  conferred)  should  have  all  powers  but  ftu<^  as  are  expressly 
taken  away, — ^wben  this  vast  authority  was  about  to  be  given  to  the  General 
Conference,  among  "  the  limitations  and  restrictions"  imposed,  there  is  not  one 
word  on  <Ae  eubjeet  of  slavery ;  nor  was  any  etttempt  made  to  introduce  any 
sveh  restriction.^  The  only  provision  anywhere  established  by  that  General  Con- 
ference of  constitutional  fofirce,  was  the  general  rule  forbidding  the  buying  and  sell- 
ing of  human  beings  with  an  intention  to  enslave  them.  So  that,  in  direct  oppo- 
sition to  the  assertion  of  the  Protest,  we  maintain  that  the  section  on  slavery  is  "  a 
mere  legislatiye  enactment,  a  simple  decree  of  a  General  Conference,''  as  much 
under  its  control  as  any  other  portion  of  the  Discipline  not  covered  by  the  restric- 
tive rules.  If  additional  proof  of  the  truth  of  this  position  were  needed  it  might 
be  adduced  in  the  fact  that  that  section  which  the  Protest  represents  to  have  been 
setded  in  1804,  was  not  only  altered  at  the  General  Conference  or  convention  of 
1808,  but  also  at  the  deh»gated  General  Conferences  of  1812, 1816, 1820,  and  1824. 
And  although  the  Protest  speaks  of  it  as  "  usually  known^  by  the  name  of  "  the 
compromise  act,"  the  greater  part  of  this  General  Conference  have  never  heard 
either  diat  appellation  or  that  character  ascribed  to  it  until  tiie  present  occasion. 
^  But  although  this  General  Conference  cannot  admit  that  any  portion  of  the  rfk- 
tion  on  slavery  is  constitutional  in  its  character,  and  therefore  could  not  nnder  any 
circumstances  allow  the  imputation  of  the  Protest  that  they  have  violated  the  con- 
ititution  of  the  Church,  yet  they  do  admit  that  it  is  /otp^ law  too  which  the  Gen- 
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eni  ConfMBBce  (tfaongh  posMssmg  fhU  powers  in  the  preouMB)  Has  never  aHeied 
except  at  the  above  perkiaa,  and  then,  in  each  instance,  for  the  fnrther  indulgence 
of  the  south.  The  question  then  comes  up,  whether  this  General  Conference,  aa 
the  Protest  mairttains,  has  in  effect  suddenly  reversed  the  le^;islation  of  the  Church, 
not  indeed  by^  altering  the  law,  but  by  practically  disregardmg  it.  The  portkin  of 
the  law  particularly  in  question  is  the  tollowing  paragraph : — 

**  When  any  travelling  preacher  becomes  an  owner  of  a  slave  or  slaves,  by  any 
means,  he  sbiall  forfeit  his  ministen^  character  in  our  Church,  unless  he  execute, 
if  it  be  practicable,  a  legal  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  conformably  to  the  laws  of 
the  state  in  which  he  lives.'' 

This  it  is  alleged  full)r  covers  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  therefore  he 
ought  to  have  been  left  in  the  quiet  and  unquestioned  eigc^^ent  of  his  rights. 
Were  it  even  true,  that  proceedings,  either  Judicial  or  "  extra-judidal,"^  have  been 
had  in  his  case,  we  should  not  hesitate  to  join  issue  here,  and  maintain  that  this 
law  does  not  protect  him.  The  Protest  aus,  "  Is  there  anything  in  the  law  or 
its  reasons  creating  an  exception  in  the  instance  of  bishops  T"  We  answer,  There^ 
is  in  both.  80  far  as  judicial  proceedings  are  concerned,  the  Discipline  divides  the 
Church  into  four  classes,  private  members,  load  preachers,  travelling  preachers,  uid 
bishops ;  and  establishes  distinct  tribunals,  and  different  degrees  of  responsibility 
for  each.  The  section  on  slavery  applies  only  to  officers  pf<the  Church,  and  there- 
fore private  members  are  not  named  at  all,  but  special  provision  is  made  in  the  case 
of  Jocal  and  travelling  preachers.  How  happens  it  that  bishops  are  not  named  at 
all  7  Are  they  necessarily  included  in  the  title  "  travelling  preachers  ?"  In  com- 
mon parlance  they  may  sometimes  be  thus  designated,  but  m  the  Discipline  it  is  not. 
so  understood,  even  in  regard  to  matters  much  less  important  than  this,  ifa  evidence 
of  which  we  need  onlv  advert  to  the  fact,  that  the  Oenend  Conference  of  1836  did 
not  consider  that  the  sllowance  of  bishops  was  provided  for  under  the  general  tide 
of  ''travelling  preachers,''  and  they  tnerefore  inserted  them  aocoraingly.  To 
explain  why  no  mention  is  made  of  "  bishops,"  it  is  not  necessary,  as  the  Protest 
supposes,  ''  to  aUnder  the  virtuous  dead  of  tlie  north,"  as  if  they  excluded  them 
intentionally  "  bv  a  resort  to  deceptive  and  dishonourable  means."  It  is  a  much 
more  natural  and  reasonable  explanation,  that  at  that  dav,  when  the  Church  could 
hardly  tolerate  slaveiy  in  air^  class  of  the  ministry,  "  the  virtuous  dead"  both  of 
the  north  and  of  the  south  ud  not  dream  that  it  would  ever  find  its  way  into  the 
episcopacy. 

But  thouffh  the  language  of  the  law  does  not  include  bishops,  yet  if  the  "reBtoa^* 
and  spirit  of  it  did,  we  might  be  disposed  to  allow  them  the  benefit  of  it.  But 
dus  is  not  the  case.  The  whole  tenor  of  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  adverse  to  slavery.  Even  the  Protest  has  admitted  (irreconcilable  as  the 
admission  is  with  another  portion  of  the  same  instrument)  that,  at  the  time  of  the 
alleged  ''compact,"  "the  whole  Church,  by  common  consent,  united. in  proper 
effort  for  the  mUigation  andjnal  removal  of  the  evB  of  slavery."  But  let  the  Dis- 
cipline speak  for  itself.  The  mildest  form  in  which  the  question  at  the  head  of 
the  section  on  slavery  has  ever  been  expressed,  is  the  present,  namely,  "  What 
shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation  of  the  evil  of  slaveiy  T"  And  the  very  conforence 
of  1804,  which  enacted  the  so  called  "  compromise  law,"  as  well  as  that  of  1800, 
when  the  paragraph  relating  to  travelling  preachers  was  really  adopted,  were  each 
convened  under  a  request  nom  the  precedinff  General  Conference,  that  the  whole 
Church  would  aid  that  body  in  obtaming  "  fall  light  in  order  to  take  farther  steps 
toward  the  eradicating  this  enormoue  evil  from  that  part  of  the  Church  of  Qod  to 
which  they  are  united."  It  is  obvious,  therefore,'  that  connection  with  slaveiy  is 
tolerated  no  further  than  seems  necessary.  In  the  case  of  ordinary  tmveUing 
preachers  there  appeared  to  be  a  necessity  for  some  indulgence,  lliey  might  become 
owners  of  slaves  in  the  providence  of  God,  the  laws  tn  the  states  might  not  allow 
emancipation ;  and  they  had  no  power  to  choose  their  own  place  of  raeidenoe. 
But  no  such  "  reason"  could  apply  to  a  bishop,  for  he  has  always  been  allowed  to 
live  where  he  pleases.  Again :  travelling  pr^chers  encumbered  with  slaves  labour 
among  people  similarly  situated,  and  who  would  not,  therefore,  be  likely  to  object 
to  them  on  that  account.  But  a  bishop,  by  the  eonMUhUwn  of  the  Church,  is 
required  to  labour  in  every  part  of  the  connection ;  and  in  by  far  the  larger  pai> 
tioa-of  it  the  services  of  a  smveholding  bishop  would  not  be  acceptable.  So  here 
again  the  "  reason**  of  the  case  does  not  apply  to  abishop.  'I  here  is  not,  therefore, 
as  the  Protest  so  roundly  asserts,an3r  "  express"  or  "  specific  law"  in  the  case ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  Protest  itself  admits,  "m  the  abs^ce  of  law  it  might  be  com- 
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peteDt  for  tiie  Genfiral  Conlereiice  to  act  on  other  groonds."  Wr&  the  iailTiiv  Xo 
prove  any  "  specific  law"  aathorizing  a  bishop  to  hold  slave  property,  the  thin) 
and  ionrm  arguments  of  the  Protest,  which  are  founded  on  this  awomption,  fail  also. 
Bnt^  periiaps,  it  is  not  so  mnch  the  law  of  the  Discipline  which  the  Protest 
claims  to  cover  Bishop  Andrew  as  the  law  of  the  land.  For  it  declares,  "The 
rights  of  the  legal  owneia  of  slaves  in  all  the  slaveholding  States  are  guarantied  by 
^e  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  by  the  local  constitntionB  of  the  states 
respectively,  as  the  snpreme  law  of  ^e  land,  to  which  every  minister  and  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  govern 
ment;  professes  subjection,  and  pledges  himself  to  submit,  as  an  article  of  the 
Christiaii  faith,  in  the  common  creed  of  the  Church."  If  by  this  is  meant  that  the 
law  of  the  land  aUotot  citizens  to  hold  slaves,  it  is  admitted.  But  so  also  it  allows 
them  to  keep  theatres  and  grog-shops,  so  that  this  is  no  sround  of  argument.  But 
if  it  mean  l£at  the  law  of  the  landregwtre*  citizens  to  Veep  slaves,  (the  only  in- 
terpretation which  can  make  the  ar^ment  available,)  it  is  denied.  And  until  it 
can  be  shown  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  by  its  action,  lep[islative,  judi- 
cial, or  executive,  requires  any  dtuen  to  do  what  the  law  of  the  land  rec^xaires  him 
not  to  do,  it  is  unijust  to  attempt  to  get  up  popular  clamour  against  it,  as  if  it  came 
in  conflicC  with  the  civil  authority. 

This  course  of  reasdhing  has  been  pursued  thus  fiir,  not  so  much  because  it  waa 
deemed  necessary  for  the  vindication  of  the  conference,  as  to  avoid  sanctiomng,  by 
silence,  the  erroneous  exposition  which  the  Protest  presents  of  the  constitution, 
and  atub  law  of  the  Church.  For  it  has  been  already  seen  that  Bishop  Andrew  has 
been  subjected  to  no  trial,  and.no  penalty  has  been  inflicted.  At  present,  it  is  plain 
that  the  coliference  has  done  nothmg  to  depose,  or  even  suspend  Bishop  An<frew. 
His  name  wiU  appear  in  offidial  publications  with  those  of  the  other  bishoiw,  and 
vrith  them  he  will  derive  his  support  from  the  funds  of  &e  Church.  In  order  to 
make  out  that  the  General  Conference  had  no  right  to  take  such  action  as  &ey  have 
in  Bishop  Andrew's  case,  the  authors  of  the  Protest  have  been  driven  to  the  ne- 
cessity (M  claiming  for  the  Methodist  episcopacy  powers  and  prerogatives  never 
advanced  before,  except  by  those  who  wished  to  make  it  odious,  ana  which  have 
always  been  repudiated  by  its  chosen  champions.  The  Protest  maintains  that 
''the  episcopacy  is  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  government ;"  for  which  no  argu- 
ment is  adduced  save  this— that  it  is,  inr general,  the  province  of  bishops  to  ordain 
bishops.  A  sufficient  answer  to  which  may  be  found  in  the  principle  of  Methodist 
pc^ty,  stated  ih.  the  Address  of  the  Bishops  to  the  present  General  Conference, 
that  orders  (the  principle  applies  to  bishops,  though  not  expressly  named,  as  weQ 
as  to  elders  and  deacons)  are  "  conferred"  by  the  election,  and  only  "  confirmed" 
by  the  ordination :  and  that  when  the  election  has  been  made,  the  bishop  '*  has  no 
discretional  authority ;  but  is  under  ohligaHon  to  ordain  the  person  elected,  what- 
ever may  be  his  own  judgment  of  his  qualifications."  And  if  all  the  bishops  should 
reftise  to  ordain  the  person  elected  b)r  tiie  General  Conference,  that  body  would 
imqnestionably  have  the  right  to  appoint  any  three  elders  to  ordain  him,  as  is  pro- 
vided "  in  case  there  be  no  bishop  remaining  in  our  Church."  The  Protest  declares 
that  "  ibe  bishops  are  beyond  doubt  an  integral,  constituent  part  of  tlie  General 
Conference,  made  such  by  law  and  the  constitution."  If  the  words  "  General 
Conference"  be  not  a  mere  clerical  error,  the  assertion  is  sufficiently  refuted  by  the 
answer  in  the  Discipline  to  the  question,  "Who  shall  Compose  the  General  Confer- 
ence f "  and  by  thd  practice  of  the  bishops  themselves,  who  disclaim  a  right  to  ^ve 
even  a  casting  vote,  or  even  to  speak  in  General  Conference,  except  by  permission. 
The  Protest  maintains,  that  '^  in  a  sense,  by  no  means  unimportant,  the  Genera^ 
Conference  is  as  much  the  ereaiure  of  the  episcopacy,  as  the  bishops  are  the  crea- 
tures of  the  General  Conference."  The  proof  ad(mced  for  which  is,  that  "  con- 
stitntionally  the  bishops  alone  have  tl^e  rignt  to  fix  the  time  of  holding  the  annual 
conferences;  and  should  they  refuse,  or  neglect  to  do  fio,  no  annuiu  conference 
could  meet  accordinj^  to  law ;  and,  by  consequence,  no  delegates  could  be  chosen, 
and  no  General  Conference  could  be  chosen,  or  even  exist."  That  is  to  say,  bc^- 
canse,  for  the  convenience  of  the  bishops  in  performing  their  tour,  they  are  allowed 
to  say  id  iithat  time  in  ike  year  an  annual  conference  shtdl  meet ;  therefore  they 
have  the  power  to  prerent  such  bo^y  from  meeting  at  all,  though,  from  its  very 
name,  it  must  meet  once  a  year! — that,  hj  preventing  the  meeting  of  annual  Con- 
ferences, they  might  prevent  the  organization  of  any  General  Couierence ;  and 
thus,  escaping  all  accountability  for  theh*  delinquencies,  misht  continue  to  lord  it 
oyar  God*s  heritage,  until  themselves  and  die  Church  should  die  a  natund  death. 
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We  can  eaulj  peroeive,  ynafe  tbis  reasoniiig  legitimate,  that  the  favshopt  mieht 
destroy,  not  only  the  Qeneral  CooSarmice,  but  the  Chudb ;  bat  are  at  a  Iom  to  oi^ 
ooyer  how  it  proves  that  they  can  ereiMie  either.  We  must  protest  against  having 
any  arrament  of  oun  addnced  as  analogoos  to  this* 

The  JProtest  maintainB,  that  **  the  General  Confereiioe  has  no  rieht,  power,  or 
anthority,  nunitterial,  jadicial,  or  admimstratrre,"  in  any  way  to  suoject  a  bishop 
"to  any  official  disabihty  whaler,  without  the-foEmal  presentation  of  a  charge  or 
charges,  alleging  that  the  bishop  to  be  dealt  whh  has  been  gnilty  of  the  violation 
of  some  law,  or  at  least  some  ^iscipiinaiy  oUi^tion  of  the  Cbureh,  and  also  npon 
conviction  of  such  charge,  after  dae  ibrm  of  tnal«''  "To  those  who  are  not  fanmiar 
wit!)  the  Methodist  economy,  this  might  seem  j^ansible.  But  it  is,  in  reality,  an 
attempt  to  except,  finom  the  action  of  a  general  system,  those  who,  least  m  all, 
ought  to  be  excepted.    The  caidinul  feature  of  oor  polity  is  the  itinerancy. 

To  sustain  this  svstem,  it  is  essential  diat  the  classes  should  receive  the  leaders 
that  are  appointed  by  the  preaoher,  that  the  societies  should  receive  the  preachers 
that  are  stationed  over  them  by  the  bishops,  that  the  annual  conferences  should 
receive  the  bishops  that  are  sent  to  them  by  the  General  Conference.  Unless, 
therefore,  the  utmost  care  be  taken  by  those  who  have  authority  in  the  premises, 
that  these  parties  shall  severally  be  acceptable  to  those  among  whom  thev  laboicr, 
there  is  great  danger  that  those  who  are  injured  by  such  neglect  may  seeit  redress 
by  revolutionary  measures.  For  this  reason,  the  aflksers  of  the  Methodist  Churoli 
are  subjected  regularly  to  an  examination  unknown,  it  is  believed,  among  other 
denonunadons.  Not  only  is  provision  made  for  formal  trials,  in  cases  of  crimes  and 
miBdemeanours,  but  there  is  a  special  arrangement  for  the  correction  of  other  ob- 
structions to  official  usefulness.  At  eveiy  annual  conference  the  character  of  eveiy 
travelling  preacher  is  examined ;  at  every  General  Conference  that  of  every  bishop. 
And  the  object  is  to  ascertain  not  merely  whether  there  is  ground  for  the  -formal 
presentatbn  of  charges,  with  a  view  to  a  regular  trial ;  but  whether  diere  is  aziy 
"  objection"— anvthing  that  might  intoTfere  with  the  acceptance  of  the  officer  ha 
ouesiion  among  hu  cnar^e.  And  it  is  doctrine  novel  and  dangerous  in  the  Metho- 
oist  Church,  that  such  difficulties  cannot  be  coxrected  unless  the  person  objected 
to  be  formally  arraisned  under  some  specific  law,  to  be  found  in  tne  concise  code 
of  the  Discipline— doctrine  not  the  less  dangerous,  because  it  is  applied  where 
''  objections,"  unimportant  in  others^  might  he  productive  of  the  most  disastrous 
consequences.  Will  the  Methodist  Churoh  sancticm  the  doctrine  that,  while  all  its 
other  officers,  of  whatever  name  or  degree,  are  subjected  to  a  sleepless  supervi- 
sion ;  are  counselled,  admonished,  or  chaxieed,  "  as  necessity  may  require,  and  as 
the  Discipline  directa,"  a  bishtfp,  who  decides  all  questions  of  law  in  annual  con- 
ferences; who,  of  his  mere  motion  and  will,  controls  the  work  and  the  destiny  of 
four  thousand  ministers ;  who  appoints  and  chanses  at  pleasure  the  spirituid  j^dea 
of  four  millions  of  souls ;  that  the  depositaiy  of  tnese  vast  powers,  whose  slightest 
indiscretions  or  omissions  are  likely  to  distnib  the  harmony,  and  even  impair  the 
c^ciencj^  of  our  mighty  system  of  operati<ms,  ei^joys  a  virtual  impunity  for  all  de- 
linquencies or  nnsdoin^  not  strictly  criminal  7 

*  It  is  believed  that  an  attempt  to  establish  such  an  episcopal  supremaciy  would 
fill  not  only  a  part,  but  the  whole  of  the  Church  "  with  alann  and  disma;^."  But 
this  doctrine  is  not  more  at  variance  with  the  genius  of  Methodism  than  it  is  with 
the  express  language*  of  the  Discipline,  and  the  exposition  of  it  by  all  our  standard 
writers.  The  constitution  of  the  Church  provides  that  **  the  General  Conference 
shall  have  full  powers  to  make  rdbs  and  regulatiaDS  for  our  Churoh,"  under  six 
**  limitations  and  restrictions,"  among  which  m  only  one  relating  to  the  episcopacy 
is  this — "  They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part,  or  rule  of  our  government,  so  as 
to  do  away  episo^aoy,  or  destroy  the  plan  of  our  itinerant  general  snperintend- 
ency."  As  there  is  nothing  in  the  restrictive  rules  to  Umit  the  fuU  powers  of  the 
Genend  Conference,  in  the  premises,  so  is  there  nothing  in  the  special  provision 
respecting  the  responsibility  of  a  bishop.  In  repl^  to  the  question,  "  To  whom  is 
a  bishop  ameoable  for  his  conduct  ?"  the  Disciphne  declares,  "  To  the  General 
Conference,  who  have  power  to  expel  him  for  improper  conduct,  if  they  see  it 
necessary."  And  this,  be  it  remembered,  is  all  that  k  said  respecting  the  jurisdic- 
tion over  a  bishop,  with  the  exception  of  a  rule  fofr  his  trial,  m  the  interval  of  a 
General  Conference,  if  he  be  ^niUy  of  immorality.    In  full  aoocndance  with  the 

>  plain  meaning  of  these  provisions  is  the  language  of  all  the  standard  writers  on 
Methodist  pohty. 
Fishop  Emory— a  man  of  whom  it  is  no  iijustioe  to  the  living  or  the  dead  to  say. 
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that  he  wai  a  chief  omament  and  Hght  of  our  epuoopuj  $  that  he  broaght  to  the 
investigation  of  all  ecclesiastical  subjects  a  cool,  sagacions,  powerful,  practical  in* 
tellect — fiilly  sustains  the  positions  we  have  assumed  in  behalf  of  the  powers  of 
the  General  Conference  over  the  bishops  of  our  Church.  He  ||iv^  an  unqualified 
assent  to  the  following  passages  from  the  notes  to  the  Discipline,  prepared  by 
Bishops  Asbury  and  Coke,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Conference :— "  They  (our 
bishops)  are  entirely  dependant  on  the  General  Conferenoe :"  "  dieir  power,  their 
usefuhieas,  themselves,  are  entirely  at  the  mercy  of  the  General  Conference." 

Dr.  Emory  also  quotes  some  passages  fimm  a  pamphlet,  by  the  Bev.  John  Dick- 
ens, which,  he  says,  was  published  by  the  unammous  request  of  the  Philadelphia 
Conference,  and  may  be  considered  as  expressmg  the  views  both  of  that  confeience 
and  of  Bishop  Asbury,  his  intimate  fnend.  Mr.  Dickens  aflSrms,  that  the  bishops 
derive  their  power  frx>m  the  election  of  the  General  Conference,  and  not  fixmi  their 
ordination ;  and  that  the  conference  has,  on  that  ground,  power  to  remove  Bishop 
Asbuiy,  and  appoint  another,  ^*  if  they  see  it  necessary."  He  affirms  that  Bishop 
Asbury  "  deriv^  his  official  power  from  the  conference,  and  therefore  his  office  u 
at  then*  disposal*' — Mr.  Asbuiy  was  "  responsible  to  the  General  Conference,  who 
had  power  to  remove  him,  if  they  saw  it  necessary ;"  "  he  is  liable  eveiy  year  to 
be  removed.** 

The  above  quotations  show  very  dearly  the  sentiments  of  Asbury,  and  Coke,  and 
Dickens,  on  this  questioor— men  chiefly  mstromental  in  laying  the  foundations  of 
our  polity. 

Equally  clear  and  satisfactory  is  the  testimony  of  another  venerable  bishop,  who 
still  lives,  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  mental  powers  and  benignant  influence,  to 
guide  and  bless  the  Church:—"  The  supeiintendentB  now  have  no  ^ower  in  the 
Church  above  that  of  elders,  except  what  is  connected  with  presiding  in  the 
conference,  fixing  the  appointments  of  the  preachers,  and  ordainiDg:** — ^  They  are 
the  servant!  of  the  elders,  and  ^o  out  and  exeoute  their  commands  :'*—'<  The  Gene- 
ral Conference  may  expel  a  bishop  not  only  for  immoral,  but  for  *  improper  con- 
duct,* which  means  a  small  offence  below  a  crime ;  for  which  not  even  a  child  or 
a  dave  can  be  expelled  but  aft^r  repeated  admonitions :"— "  The  travelling  preachers 
gave  the  bishop  his  power,  they  continue  it  in  his  hands,  and  they  can  reduce,  limit, 
or  transfer  it  to  other  hands,  whenever  they  see  cause.**  Such  is  the  language  of 
Bishop  Hedding,  who  only  cracurs  in  the  moderate,  truly  Methodistic  views  of 
Bishops  Asbury,  Coke,  and  Emory.  * 

It  is  believed  that  this  statement  of  the  facts  and  the  law  in  the  case,  vrill  afibrd 
a  satisfactory  answer  to  all  the  positions  and  reasonings  of  the  Protest;  and,  after 
having  thus  {nnesented  it,  the  majority  are  perfectly  wuHng  to  abide  "  the  decision 
of  our  contemporaries,  and  of  posterity.**  They  cannot,  liowever,  dose  these  te- 
nouks,  without  expressing  their  regret  that  the  minority,  not  content  with  protest- 
ing against  the  action  of  the  Greneral  Conference,  as  "lawless,**  as  "without  law, 
and  contraxy  to  law,**  as  such  "  a  violation  of  the  compromise  law,**  that  "the  pub- 
lic fiuth  of  this  body  can  no  longer  be  relied  upon  as  the  guarantee  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  pledge,**  "  that  there  shall  be  no  lurther  curtailmeDt  of  right  as  regaros 
ike  MOftihem  minuiry" — ^that,  not  content  with  thus  hanhly  assailing  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  General  Conference,  they  have  even  refused  to  tne  bishops,  whom  they 
have  invested  with  such  exalted  prerogatives,  the  c^uiet  possession  of  their  thoughts 
andfeelinffs;  and  have  thrown  out  the  significant  mtimation,  "that  any  bishop  of 
the  Church,  either  violating  or  submitting  to  the  violation  of  the  compromise  charter 
of  union  between  the  north  and  south,  vrithout  proper  and 'public  remonstrance, 
cannot  be  acceptable  in  the  south,*  and  need  not  appear  there."  We  shall  be  slow 
to  believe,  that  even  their  constituents  will  justify  them  in  thus  virtually  deposmg, 
not  one  bishop  only,  but  several,  by  a  process  which  is  even  worse  than  "  extra- 
judicial.** 

When  all  the  law,  and  the  focts  in  the  case,  shall  have  been  spread  before  an 
impartial  community,  the  majority  have  no  doubt  that  they  will  fix  "  the  responH' 
hitity  of  divinoUf**  should  socn  an  unhappy  event  take  place,  "  where  in  justice  U 
belongt."  They  will  ask.  Who  first  introduced  slavery  into  the  episcopacy  Y  And 
the  answer  wiU  be,  Not  ^e  Oeneral  Conference,  Who  opposea  die  attempt  to 
withdraw  it  from  the  episcopacy  7  Not  the  Oeneral  Conference.  Who  resisted 
the  measure  of  peace  that  was  proposed — ^the  ndldeBt  that  the  case  allowed  f  Not 
ike  nugorUy,  Who  first  sounded  me  knell  of  division,  and  declared  that  it  would 
be  impossible  longer  to  remain  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  M.  E.  Church  r  Nat 
the  mq^ority. 
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The  propomtiott  for  a  peaceftil  Bopantion,  (if  any  miut  take  place,)  wiA  which 
the  Protest  doaes,  though  strangely  at  variance  with  much  that  precedes,  has  al- 
ready been  met  by  the  General  Conference.  And  the  readiness  with  which  that 
body  (by  a  vote  which  would  doubtless  have  been  unanimous  but  for  the  belief 
•^t  some  entertained  of  the  unponstitntionality  of  tne  measure)  granted  all  that  the 
eouthem  brethren  themselves  could  ask,  in  such  an  eyenti  must  for  ever  stand  as  a 
practical  refiitation  of  any  assertion  that  the  minority  have  been  subjected  to  the 
tyranny  of  a  nugoiity . 

Finally,  we  cannot  but  hope  that  the  minority,  after  reviewing  the  entire  action 
of  the  conference,  wUl  find  that,  both  in  their  Declaration  and  their  Protest,  they 
have  taken  too  strong  a  view  of  the  case ;  and  that  by  presentixig  it  in  its  true  light 
before  their  people,  they  may  be  able  to  check  any  feelines  of  discord  that  may 
have  arisen,  so  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  may  stul  continue  as  one  body, 
engaged  in  its  proper  work  of  **  spreading  Scriptural  holiness  over  these  lands." 

J.  P.  DvRBiN,  Chairman, 
Gjbobox  Pxck,  \ 
Cbarlxs  Elliott. 

KVKNINe  SXSSIOH. 

Bishop  Waugh  presiding. 

The  report  of  Dr.  Durbm,  which  was  under  consideration  when  conforence  ad- 
journed, was  taken  up,  and  a  motion  for  its  adoption  made. 

Mr.  Crowder  could  not  let  that  motion  pass  leithont  expressing  his  sentiments 
on  the  subject  As  the  matter  stood  before  that  report  vras  brought  in,  he  had 
hoi>ed  they  might  yet  avoid  division.  The  passage  of  that  report  would  render 
division  inevitable.  They  had  no  choice  left.  And  there  were  statements  in  that 
report  which  were  contrary  to  fact  Before  that  hour  he  had  never  heard  that  the 
characters  of  class-leaders  were  examined  into  at  the  quarterly  conferences.  There 
were  statements  also  in  reference  to  Bishop  Andrew  which  had  never  been  made 
^own  to  the  conference  before ;  and  on  the  general  question  of  the  connectiDn  of 
slavery  with  the  M.  E.  Church  there  were  positions  taken  by  that  report,  to  the 
truth  of  which  he  could  not  subscribe.  The  docu^ient  he  could  not  but  regard  as 
an  insult  to  the  whole  south.  Mr.  C-  then  repeated,  with  much  earnestness  and 
warmth,  his  convicticms  as  to  the  evil  and  disastrous  consequences  that  would  result 
from  the  publication  of  such  a  document  by  the  General  Conference,  and  declared 
he  should  not  be  surprised  at  its  leading  to  a  civil  war,  so  utterly  did  it  deny  the  | 
rights  and  trample  upon  the  feelings  of  lUl  the  shivehold^g  states. 

Mr.  Early  begged  the  brethren  not  hastily  to  adopt  this  report  Some  thought 
his  brother  from  Virginia  was  excited ;  for  lumseU'  he  was  calm  and  collected,  but 
he  never  had  such  sad  and  fearful  forebodings  as  he  had  experienced  since  he  came 
into  that  eveniug  session.  He  denounced,  as  a  thing  unheard  df  before  in  the  M. 
£.  Church,  the  examination  into  the  character  of  a  class-leader  at  the  quarteriy  I 
conference.  Already  the  south  was  in  a  flame  in  consequence  of  the  past  acticm  of  | 
that  conference;  and  this  reply  to  the  Protest  was  calculated  more  than  toytfaiiur 
to  increase  the  dissatisfiiction  of  the  southern  Churches.  He  denied  the  right  of 
a  ms^ority  to  take  such  a  course.  The  eyes  oi  the  brethren  had  never  fallen  iq>on 
a  page  where  the  protest  of  a  minority  was  so  treated.  And  the  report  missti^ed 
facts.  Three  doctors  of  the  M.  E.  Church  came  before  the  worid,  and  proclaimed 
that  the  characters  of  class-leaders  were  examined  into  by  the  quarteriy  conferences ! 
He  never  heard  such  a  statement  before. 

Hitherto  things  had  gone  on  as  pleasantly  as  they  could  expect,  except  the 
exhibition  in  the  election  of  the  editor  of  the  Richmond  Christian  Advocate,  which  . 
might  be  ftin  to  the  north,  but  to  the  south  was  death.  After  all  it  was  said  to.be  I 
founded  only  in  a  little  mischiefl  He  shouU  have  been  rejoiced  to  have  gone 
home  prepared  to  s^  that  the  brethren  down  east,  and  thoae  of  similar  sentiment, 
bad,  by  common  consent,  asreed  to  a  peaceable  division  of  the  Churoh;  and  that, 
being  free  from  this  difficulty  of  slavery  themselves,  they  were  prepared  to  aid 
the  soodi  in  any  measure  which  would  relieve  them  fit>m  their  difficulties ;  and 
that  thus  they  should^  remain  members  of  one  femily,  and  love  as  brethren.^  Tet 
the  south  was  in  a  high  state  of  excitement  He  ^Uie  speaker)  had  now  in  his 
pocket  a  letter  from  one  of  the  first  merohants  in  BicfamOnd,  mentioning  the  feet, 
that  the  excitement  was  such  that  the  most  influential  men  in  the  city  declared, 
in  the  public  maiket,  that  if  those  men  who  had  denounced  Bishop  Andrew  and 
Ihe  south  were  to  visit  that  city  it  would  be  impossible  tr  secure  tiiem  safety  from 
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lite  indigiiatioa  of  1I10  people.  A  man  meetnig  had  beeb  held,  and  it  wai  laid 
that  when  gentlemen  applied  for  admiasion  they  were  vefiued  on  tiie  grofond  that 
it  was  a  meethig  of  the  society  alone.  Let  that  report  go  forth  as  it  was,  and  he 
eoold  tefl  the  two  doctors,  and  the  president  of  one  of  their  mnvenities,  that  they 
had  sounded  die  dealb-kneU  of  the  anion  of  the  Church !  Adopt  it,  and  entte'  it 
upon  their  records,  and  to  ail  intents  and  pnipoaes  this  would  be  die  case.  He 
expected  to  shake  hands  with  many  whom  he  loved,  bat  with  whom  he  had  now 
met  for  the  last  time  in  General  Conference.  Let  ther  circnmstanoes  comeeted 
with  the  action  of  die  conference  in  relation  to  Bishm)  Andrew  go  forth  with  aH 
his  heart;  but  it  was  unpanlleled  that  such  a  reply  should  be  nuule  lo  a  simple 


Ftotest    What  would  be  thought,  if  in  die  Supreme  Cotfrts  of  the  United  Strtas, 
wrtei  one  of  die  judges  had  entered  Ids  protes 
[Idjpublish  a  leadened  reply  to  such  a  proti 
l)r.  Bangs  rose  to  a  point  or  order.    He  inquired  wbether  it  was  in  cirdar  fa 


or  in  the  courts  of  England,  wteione  of  die  judges  had  entered  Ids  protest  mgmat 
any  decision,  the  others  should  publish  a  lensdiened  reply  to  such  a  protest? 


debate  this  matter.    The  Protest  was  allowed  to  go  quiedy  upun  the  records. 

Bishop  Wangh  reminded  him  diat  a  motion  was  made  for  spreading  it  upon  the 
journals. 

^  Dr.  Longstreet  said  the  difference  in  the  two  cases  was  obvious.  It  was  die 
right  of  die  minority,  which  the  majority  could  not  control,  to  place  their  Proteat 
upon  the  journals.  It  was  not  the  nght  of  the  conference  to  appoint  a  committee 
to  rephr  to  die  Protest. 

Dr.  reck  wished  to  make  an  ezplanasion  which  would  relieve  die  difficulty. 

Dr.  Longstreet  did  not  mean  td  make  an  elaborate  speech,  but  to  state  some  frcta 
that  ought  to  go  fordi  to  the  woiid  in  conneetion  with  these  extraordinaiy  proceed- 
ings. Some  m  the  facts  coimected  with  the  case  the  committee  had  either  forgotten 
to  state,  or  had  stated  in -such  a  way  that  the^  would  make  a  false  imDression.  The 
-first  ijuesdon  was.  What  was  the  report  designed  for  T  There  ooola  be  but  one  of 
two  interpretations  put  upon  it  Either  it  was  designed  to  convict  Bishop  Andrew 
of  duplicity,  or  to  present  to  the  public  die  gniunds  on  whidi  the  decision  of  the 
oonferenoe  had  heen  made.  And  he  would  adt  whether  it  was  fair,  equitdile,  or 
jost,  to  argue  for  twelve  days  on  one  state  of  facts,  and  then,  after  th^  decision  waa 
made,  to  bring  in  Mreport  on  another  7  AH  diese  legal  inforsnces  they  had  nothing 
to  do  with.  They  must  take  the  statement  of  Bishop  Andrew,  Tememberin^,  too, 
tint  he  had  solemnly  declared  before  them  that  he  could  not,  in  his  conscience, 
deprive  his  wife  of  her  property,  simply  because  he  had  married  her.  Suppose  aH 
the  things  which  they  pret^idea  to  have  found  out  once  were  true,  and  that  Bishop 
Andrew  was  the  owner  of  the  slaves,  would  it  be  foir  to  bring  that  matter  in  now  7 
,  It  was  not  once  said,  in  all  that  repoit,  that  he  could  emancipate  them.  He  boldly 
asserted  that  Bishop  Andrew  did  not  own  the  slaves.  If  ne  should  get  in  deb^ 
they  might  possibly  be  taken  for  his  debts,  and  that  vns  suggested  to  him ;  but 
there  is  no  fear  on  that  point,  for  he  did  not  intend  to  go  in  debt.  But  it  was  not 
true  that  the  slaves  belong  to  him.  How  far  his  creditors  might  assert  a  claim  to 
them,  might  be  a  grave  question ;  but  as  between  his  cluldren  and  his  wife,  in  case 
of  his  death,  he  maintained  that  lltey  would  go  to  her,  and  not  to  his  children.  If 
he  had  violated  their  discipline,  they  were  bonind  to  dismiss  him.  But  he  had  not 
done  so,  and  they  had  not  attempted  to  prove  that  he  had. 

Dr.  Smidi  said  that  creditors  in  Georgia  had  peculiar  daims  over  and  above 
children  and  heirs. 

Dr.  ElUott  dxmafat  the  coloae  moposod  by  the  commhtee  was  agreeable  to  the 
strictest  rules.  Tne  minority  haa  a  right  to  present  their  Protest  without  debate, 
and  die  mBJarity  had  an  equal  right  to  present  their  reply  to  diat  Ph)test  witfaoat 
debate. 

Dr.  Smith  called  for  a  case  in  proof. 

Mr.  Collins  said  the  report  was  ndt  a  ^test,  but  neeessarfly  a  document  coudng 
from  a  committee. 

Mr.  SKoer  inquired  whether  it  was  in  order  to  insert  and  print  a  document  before 
it  was  adopted. 

Bishop  Waugh  thought  the  oonferenoe  had  a  rieht  to  their  own  judgment  thej 
might  decline  to  adopt,  but  might  wish  to  spread  it  <m  the  journals,  and  present  it 
bentre  the  public. 

Mr.  Ames  also  defended  the  report,  on  the  ground  that  odier  ecdesiastieal  triba- 
nals  pursued  the  same  course  the  confSsrence  were  following  in  this  case,  and  which 
Ihev  ought  to  have  adopted  in  former  actions  of  theirs  on  mdividual  oases. 

Dr.  Durbin  said  the  oommittee  did  not  look  upon  the  Protest  of  the  minority  ^ 
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a  Pn^Bt,  bat  aB  an  eUbornte  argmnentatioii  of  the  case ;  and  the}r  tiioaglit  that  a   I 
minority  had  no  ri^ht  to  an  argumentation  in  their  Protest.     M  thu  he  spoke  the  | 
aentbnenti  of  his  former  eolleagaea  in  committee,  Dr.  Oiin  and  Mr.  Hamline.-    They 
also  thought  the  minority  expected  them  to  reply  to  it.    He  and  his  present  col- 
leagues would,  however,  oonsent  to  the  omiscion  from  their  report  of  some  of  its 
features,  which  had  been  strongly  oUected  to.    One  was  an  assertion,  which  the 
opposition  had  pointed  out  as  unheard  of  before  on  the  conference  floor,  that  the   . 
character  of  class-leaders  was  examined  in  the  quarterly  conference ;  and  the  other  I 
a  supposititious  case,  as  to  Bishop  Andrew  being  called  up  at  the  next  General  Con   I 
fsrence,  if  he  continued  to  exercise  his  functions.     He  never  dreamed  of  such  a  I 
thine  as  that  the  maiority  would  adopt  the  report,  but  that  they  would  place  it  on 
the  journal  by  the  side  of  the  Protest,  without  debate.    He  did  not  think  that  the 
Protest  would  so  out  to  the  world,  and  he  was  sorry  that  it  had  ever  been  put  in 
print    If  it  had  not  been  published,  then  there  would  have  been  no  necessity  fsw 
printing  this  reply. 

Dr.  Peek  said  he  consented  to  the  erasure  of  that  part  of  the  report  relating  to  the 
oontingeacy  that  the  bishop  might  be  arraigned  before  the  next  General  Conference 
ibr  contravening  the  expr^sed  wiU  of  the  present  General  Conference,  not  becanse   1 
he  relinquished  the  principle,  but  because  ae  thought  it  might  perhaps  be  better  to    I 
Isave  it  out  of  the  report    He  also  consented  to  the  alteEation  of  the  statement  as    * 
to  class4eaders.    Though  the  spirit  of  that  statement  is  borne  out,  at  leMt  so  far  as 
the  argument  is  concerned,  by  section  2,  chai>ter  2,  part  1  of  the  Discipline,  yet,  as 
its  veroiage  is  somewhat  incorrect,  he  waa  willing  to  spare  it.    The  argument  was 
a  valid  one,  and  one  that  no  number  of  'doctors"  could  easily  answer;  but  the 
committee  were  willing  to  gp  to  all  reasonable  lengths,  in  removing  those  features 
of  the  report  deemed  objectionable. 

Dr.  Smith  said  he  did  not  pretend  to  very  accurate  information  on  the  subject  of 
the  rights  of  minorities  ta  preseat  their  Protests,  &c. ;  but  It  was  the  first  time  in 
his  life  that  he  had  heard  that  the  protestants  had  no  rijght  to  the  arguments  oii 
which  their  Protest  was  founded.  He  denied  that  Dr.  01m,  whose  literary  reputa- 
tion he  felt  bound  to  defend  in  his  absence,  could,  by  anj  possibility,  have  uttered 
the  sentiments  which  Dr.  Durbin  had  attributed  to  him,  m  reference  to  the  right  of 
a  m^ority  in  regard  to  a  Protest  Dr.  Durbin  must  have  misunderstood  Dr.  Olin, 
because  that  gentleman  had,  only  a  short  tinte  before  he  left,  expressed  exa^Uy  tbe 
contrary  opinion  to  him  in  reference  to  a  Protest  he  (Dr.  Smith)  was  then  preparnu;. 
He  did  so  in  reply  to  aik- inquiry,  folly  and  clearly,  and,  out  or  regard  to  Dr.  Olin'a 
reputation,  he  could  not  let  Dr.  Durbin's  remarks  pass  vrithout  this  reply.  He 
argued  that  there  was  no  necessi^  to  pass  a  resolution  to  enter  that  paper  on  the 
joumsJ;  for,  the  moment. the  President  received  that  paper,  it  was  to  be  entered 
on  the  journal.  There  was  no  need  to  order  it  to  be  printed,  for  that  would  be 
done  under  a  former  order  of  this  conference.  He  contended  that  the  object  of  the 
motion  was  to  have  the  report  adopted  by  this  confosvnce.  That  was  what  he 
wanted  them  to  do,  for  it  was  what  mey  believed.  He  wanted  them  to  sign  their 
names  to  that  p^>er,  and  let  it  gQ  out  before  the  world.  They  had  attempted  to 
gull  the  public  long  enough,  axid  he  now  wanted  them  to  show  their  hands,  and  '\ 
teU  the  five  hundred  thousand  Methodists  at  tiie  south  what  they  intended  to  9o. 

Mr.  Perikins  here  moved  the  previous  question,  and  Mr.  Crowder  called  for  the  i 
ayes  and  noes ;  and  the  motion  to  spread  tne  report  on  tiie  joomal  and  print  it  was  ^ 
carried,  there  being  in  the  affinhative  116,  and  in  the  negative  26. 

TEAS. 

New-York  Conference^'^^n^,  Rice,  G.  Peck,  Steatten,  Sandfoid,  F.  Reed,  Fer- 
suson,  Martindale.  Providence — Loveioy,  Upham,  Benton,  Townsend.  New-Eng^ 
2aa4— Porter,  Pickering.  Muine — Hill,  E.  Robinson,  Hobart,  Nickerson.  New- 
Hamp$hire — E.  Scott,  jfeelley,  Perkins,  Dow,  Cass,  Spanlding,  Cahoon.  Troy— 
Seymour,  Wever,  Covel,  Spicer,  Coleman,  Houghtaling,  J.  T.  Peck.  Black  River-^ 
A.  D.  reck,  A.  Adams,  Baker,  Ninde.  Oasuia^-Snyder,  Comfort,  Bounds,  Shep-  , 
herd.  Bow,  Bowen,  Holmes.  Oeneeee — Filmore,  Lackey,  Steele,  Seager,  Abell, 
Hosmer,  Alverson.  Erie — Steadman,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  J.  Robinson.  PiiU' 
hurg-^Vf.  Hunter,  Spencer,  S.  Elliott,  Boyd,  Drummond.  OAm— C.  Elliott,  Kaper, 
Sehon,  Trimble,  Connell.  North  Okio^^K.  Thompson,  Power,  Poe,  Yocum,  Run- 
nels. Michigan — G.  Smith,  Billings,  Banghman.  Indiana — Simpson,  Wiley,  Ames, 
Ruter,  Eddy.  Rock  River^Weedy  Sinclair,  H.  W.  Reed,  Mitchell.  IIHnoit— 
Cartwright,  Van  Cleve.    Mistouri—^J ,  W.  Jameson.    Xen/acifcy— Bascom,  Eava- 


